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[BACKGROUND TO THE GOSPELS]

> A Jesus, the Faithful Jew

In order to understand Jesus we need to know something of his background. Jesus was born in Bethlehem
but grew up in the Galilean town of Nazareth. Knowing the locations mentioned in the Gospels helps us
to follow the story of Jesus’ life.

ACtivity é" OC (Mark 2:1)

- b
Draw the map on a full page in N |
your workbook. Use the Scripture ::’ Q G (Luke 5:1)

QV Oy (Matthew 2:23)
N (Luke 7:11)

references given to write the names
of the places referred to.

Jesus the Galilean S (Luke 17:11)

In Jesus’ time there was some tension

=
J
between Galileans and Judeans. % ](M‘”" 1:5)
X
%
%«
(Q

River

Galileans were often looked down upon
as backward country folk by Judeans.

(Luke 24:13) J (Mark 10:46)

During Jesus’ time Palestine was divided E Joro 2
: . . (Mark11:15)
into provinces. The southern province g)B

' Jatth :
was known as Judea. Its capital was (Luke 2:4) B ( By 2 17)

Jerusalem. Judea was ruled directly by
Rome through its governor Pontius Pilate.
The northern province was Galilee. Here
a Jewish king, Herod Antipas, exercised
Roman authority. Jews were unhappy
with Roman rule but were not powerful
enough to overcome the might of the
Roman Empire. Jewish society at the
time of Jesus included a number of
groups that are mentioned frequently in
the gospels.
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Activity

Galilee was an agricultural area. It was bordered by the Mediterranean Sea on the West
of the River Jordan and Sea of Galilee in the East. It was because of these natural features
that Jesus used farming and fishing images to help people understand the message of
God'’s Kingdom.

1. Read each of these stories and then write an explanation of what Jesus
meant when he talked about the Kingdom of Heaven.

2. If Jesus were to visit the community where you live, he would probably use
images that people today are familiar with to share his message. Using the
statement below, give THREE contemporary images that Jesus might use:

Model of the Temple of Jerusalem. Model of Jerusalem.

A BN RR
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[BACKGROUND TO THE GOSPELS]

)Rl Groups in Jewish society at the time of Jesus

Group Summary

Pharisees

An influential group in Jewish society, the Pharisees were very

keen to keep the laws of the Torah. They memorised these rules
and even multiplied them so more important rules would not be
broken. Jesus’ friend Nicodemus was a Pharisee. Jesus often argued
with the Pharisees about the law, especially when they made rules
that were difficult to keep and not in the spirit of God's law.

Sadducees

Most of the priests of the Temple were Sadducees. They were
wealthy and powerful. The only books of the Bible they accepted
were the first five. Because of this, they rejected many religious
ideas that other Jews accepted. This put them in conflict with
the Pharisees. The Sadducees were well regarded by the Romans
because they did not involve themselves in political affairs.

Sanhedrin

Sanhedrin was the council of Jewish officials who had authority both
inside and outside Palestine. It consisted of priests, elders and scribes. It
was headed by the High Priest. The Sanhedrin issued rules that controlled
day-to-day Jewish life, but was not allowed to impose the death penalty.

Zealots

A political group who were trying to end Roman rule of Palestine, the
Zealots recognised only God or someone sent by God as their leader. Like
many Jews, they were waiting for a Messiah to lead a powerful army that
would defeat the Romans. Simon, one of the apostles, was a Zealot.

Scribes

Well-educated Jews who explained and wrote out the law were
known as Scribes. They were sometimes referred to as lawyers.

Essenes

Living in communities in the desert regions like monks, the Essenes
regarded themselves as the only ones who were faithful to God,
believing that all other Jews had gone astray from what God wanted.
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Activity SADDUCEES
B Copy the diagram into your
workbook. In each box, write [EHERISEES] EHAHENRI
a statement that describes the
relationship which would have
existed between Jesus and that
group of people.

Activity - Occupations
at the time of Jesus
|_ESSENES | | SCRIBES |

Work in pairs to understand more about life during
the time of Jesus.

1. Read the passage to find out which
occupations are referred to.

2. Use the library / Internet to find out more

£ Mark 2:14 about these occupations.
Matthew B:6 S 2 P

Mark 1:16 B s 3. Develop a visual summary to explain your
Luke 4:23 St T
findings to the class.

Pair |
Luke 6:48
Luke 1:8

- Z :
Lepers were outcast and were forced to
live away from the community in p|ac7

such as caves.
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As a Jewish boy growing up in a religious community, Jesus would have been very familiar with the
Jewish law contained in the Torah, the first five books of the Bible. Jesus’ familiarity with the law is noted
in the gospels when people refer to him as “rabbi”. A rabbi is a teacher who is expert in Jewish laws and

religious customs. Jesus often spent time discussing and arguing about the law with others, especially the

Pharisees. He also attended meeting houses called synagogues. These are places where Jews gather for
instruction, discussion and prayer.

Think about - Jesus 2\
in the synagogue

1. An example of Jesus

. teaching in a synagogue Is

~ — . - given in Luke 4:16—18. Read
T g L3 ¥ this account.

2. What does this passage
tell us about Jesus?

What is a synagogue?

= -

A Frieze from the Synagogue of Frieze from 4th C Synagogue on
Capernaum engraved with grapes. display in the Garden - Ark of the

Covenant.
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Jesus was an observant Jew. He performed those tasks expected of a faithful Jew. As a child he was
presented at the temple in accordance with Jewish law. Jesus also observed the Sabbath and participated
in Passover celebrations. The Last Supper was a traditional Passover meal.

Activity
1. Read the story of Jesus’ presentation in the Temple. Luke 2:22-24

2. Read John 5:1-13. What does this story tell us about Jesus and the Sabbath?

What did Jesus look like?

We are not sure. The images of Jesus that are common today are artists’ impressions.
In the gospels no mention is made of his appearance. Jesus probably looked like
most inhabitants of Palestine at the time, having dark skin, hair and eyes.

Test your knowledge

1. Where was Jesus born?

2. What was the capital of Judea?

3. Which group in Jewish society were actively working to
overthrow Roman rule?

4. Which group often arqued with Jesus about how to
interpret the law?

5. Who was the High Priest and leader of the Sanhedrin when |
Jesus was put to death?

(Hint: Look at the end of the gospels.)

Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn,
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
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> Dead Sea Scrolls Y -

Between 1947 and 1960 over 750 documents were discovered dating from the 3rd century BC to the
2nd century AD. The first scrolls were discovered in caves on the west side of the Dead Sea, by a young

shepherd looking for stray sheep.

The scrolls are linked with the Essene community at Qumran and are at least 1000 years older than any
previously known documents containing scriptural texts.

B \Why would scholars regard these texts as one of the most important archaeological finds of all timey

Research more — for example tap here

Activity - The Setting of the Gospels - Internet Study

Go to www.bible-history.com > Jesus
1. This page will lead you to written and visual information about:
a) Geographical setting
b) Influence of Roman rule
€) Religious and social groups

d) Cultural and historical background

e) Gospel passages reflecting everyday life

Reading the Torah.

. 2. . The information is linked to specific Scripture. passages
Poteelen bl , to help you understand the connection of Jesus’
: message to the everyday life of people.

3. Research as an individual or in groups.-how Jesus was
immersed in the Jewish religious culture of first century
Israel and how he followed the laws, traditions and
customs of His people.
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[PEOPLE AND MINISTRIES IN THE CHURCH]

421 The Church is the Body of Christ

Activity

1. Read 1 Cor 12:12-31

. . . ‘ ords words
2. Identify the key themes and ideas in the passage. e sioad

3. Use these themes to create a shape poem that expresses the ideas in
the passage.
(For a shape poem, the words form the outline of a body.)

There are many ways of describing the Church. One of the most vivid ways is used by
St Paul when he refers to the Church as the Body of Christ. All parts of the Church are
united to each other, just as parts of the body are joined. All members of the Church
have a role to play in making Jesus Christ real and alive in the world. Just as the body
has a head, the head of the Church is Christ. He is the Supreme Teacher.Catholics
believe that the Church was founded by God and that it is nurtured and guided by
God.

" - It is important to understand that the Church is a place for all people, especially those who acknowledge
Serf/i;’gorm m'{;}'é rycrr?jraczs their weaknesses and failings. Look at the individuals that Jesus attracted to him during his life on earth.
Aminister s one who | Jesus reached out to the outcasts of his day, people who described themselves as sinners.

serves  others. Through | 310 the tax collectors for example. Here was a wealthy group hated by the majority of Jews. This was
our Baptism we become

part of the Church, part of because they cheated the Jewish people when they collected taxes for the Romans, who were ruling in
the Body of Christ, which Palestine at the time. Why did Jesus try to welcome people like this? He even made a tax collector,

carries on the ministry of Matthew, one of his twelve Apostles. We have the answer in Matthew's gospel.
Jesus in the world. / . 3 - Y

THE CHURCH

The term developed from two sources:

Greek kuriakos which means ‘belonging to God'.

Latin ecclesia which means ‘assembly’. Buildings
are called churches because they are places where
the people of God gather together for worship/




RIGHT: Jan Sanders van Hemessen,
Calling of St Matthew, 1536, Alte
Pinakothek, Munich. This painting
shows the moment when Jesus called
Matthew to be an Apostle. The painter
represents this by showing Jesus
interrupting Matthew’s work at the tax
office. Jesus gently captures Matthew’s
eye and calls him away with his hand.
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While he was at dinner in the house it happened that a number of tax collectors and
sinners came to sit at the table with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, “Why does your master eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
When he heard this he replied, “It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick.
Go and learn the meaning of the words: What | want is mercy, not sacrifice. And indeed
| did not come to call the virtuous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:10-13) 4

Activity

1. Read the following stories about forgiveness from the
Gospels: Matthew 9:2-6 and Luke 7:41-50. What do
these stories tell us about Jesus and his attitude to
people? Write a brief response in your workbook.

2. The Early Christians understood how important it was
to follow Jesus’ example. Read the Scripture passages
in the first column and complete the table by describing
the service (ministry) recorded there. What is this
ministry called today?

Scripture Service

Acts 2:42-47
Acts 3:1-10
Acts 4:32-37
Acts 5:12-15
Acts 6:1-7

3. FEach person is called to play an important part as a member of the Body of
Christ. Record what you think this means.
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id2.2 Role of the Laity

Laity comes from the Greek word “laos” which means people.

When Catholics speak about the Church, they are not talking just about a building. The Church is made
up of people and each individual has a role to play and a story to tell about his or her own faith journey.
One of the most powerful ways of describing the Church is as “the People of God”. This is a term that was
used at the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), a meeting of the Pope and all the bishops of the Catholic
Church. As members of God'’s people, we each have a role to play in the Church and in the wider society.
This also means that as part of God's family, we have responsibilities to ourselves, each other and to God.

At the heart of these responsibilities is a call to holiness, that is, to become more like Christ in everything
we do, so that we can serve others.

Activity

1. An early description of the holiness of the people of God is given in 1 Peter
2:9-12. Read the passage.

2. List two ways in which the people of God are described.

3. What are God’s people instructed to do?

Most Catholics are lay people or “the laity”. This means they have not been ordained as
bishops, priests or deacons. The laity work in the world in such a wide variety of ways it
is impossible to list them all. The role of the laity is closely linked to the family, which is
the basic community where most lay people live.
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> The Family as Domestic Church

For many people, the family is their first and strongest experience of living as part of a
Christian community. This is why the family is sometimes called the “Domestic Church”
because it is where people begin to know and love Jesus Christ.

How do Catholics live their faith in Jesus?

Sandra, a teenager just starting secondary school, describes being a Catholic in terms of
belonging:

For me, being a Catholic is like being part of a big family. I'm always really impressed that
we have a lot of special ways of doing things. Like at Christmas time, when we all go to
Midnight Mass, or when my brother, Anthony, was born, all the effort and planning that
went into his baptism. This was a way of welcoming him into our family but, as Mum
explained, it was also a way of welcoming him into the Church. /

Paul, a retiree, describes being a Catholic as an essential part of his life.

Being a Catholic has always been such an important part of my life. It has had such strong
and evocative memories for me. All the major events in my life have been associated
with the Church. Marriage, the funerals of my parents, the baptism and education of my
children, have all enriched my understanding of being a Catholic. Feeling close to God
has also helped me during the difficult times in my life — and there have been plenty of
those! It has also helped me try to live and work in a way that is consistent with what

Jesus taught. /

For Maria, being a Catholic is one way of expressing her culture.

Being a Catholic gives me a way to thank God for the blessings he has
given me and my family. It’s also a way of getting to know Jesus better.
In my culture, being a Catholic is a lot more than just going to Mass on
Sunday. It's a whole way of life.
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Activity

1. Read what Sandra, Paul and Maria have to say
about being part of the Catholic community.

2. List three words or phrases that reflect your own
feelings. Add one further statement of your own.
In a small group share your list with the others.

Lumen Gentium and the Church

Activity

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) produced a number of
documents that extended our understanding of what it means
to be a Catholic today. In one of the documents, called Lumen
Gentium, the Church is compared with a vineyard.

1. Look at the picture of the field.

As a class, conduct a brainstorming session describing what you
see Iin the picture. Include ideas on what has been planted, how
it was planted, who has planted it, and how the plants survive.

2. Read the following extract from Lumen Gentium.
Evaluate how it is a useful image for the Church.

“The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God... that
land, like a choice vineyard, has been planted by the heavenly
cultivator. Yet the true vine is Christ who gives life and fruitfulness
to the branches, that is, to us, who through the Church remain
in Christ without whom we can do nothing.”

[20]
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Pope Innocent lll, 13th century,
San Benedetto Monastery (Sacro
Speco), Subiaco, ltaly.

Ritratto di Adriano VI
Portrait of Adrian VI -
detail, Galleria degli Uffizi
(Collezione Giovanna) Firenze.

Pope Benedict arrives in
Sydney for World Youth
Day 2008.

The Pope and the Bishops

The most prominent figure in the Catholic Church is the Pope. He is the Bishop of Rome and
the successor of St Peter, the first leader of the Christian community. The Pope is the head
of the Church on earth, but can best be described as the centre of unity for Catholics. If a
dispute arises about exactly what the Church teaches on a particular topic, the Pope can
make a final decision about what is in keeping with Catholic tradition. At those moments
when the Pope speaks with the authority of Christ, he is guided by the Holy Spirit and
protected from error. Without a centre of unity, disputes could arise and never be settled,
leading to division and breaking up of the Church.

There have been 265 Popes in the history of the Church. Not many people know the name
of the second Pope (St Linus). Only three have been designated “Great” by the Church: Leo
(440-461), Nicholas (858—-867), and Gregory (590-604). Brothers have been Pope: Stephen
Il (752—757) was succeeded by his younger brother St Paul | (757-767). Prior to the election
of Pope John Paul Il, who was a Polish cardinal, the last Pope not from the Italian Peninsula
was Adrian VI (1522-1523). He was born in Utrecht, which is in the present day Netherlands.

Election of a Pope

ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

Coundil of

A general
the Church is a meeting
convened by the Pope
to deal with issues of
importance to the church
and of society as a whole.

Representatives include
cardinals, archbishops, and
bishops assisted by clergy
and lay people who are
experts in their field. They
work to decide on the
church’s response to current
problems and questions.
The first Church Council
was held in Jerusalem to
sort out disagreements
between Jewish Christians
and Gentile Christians.

How a College of Cardinals elects the Pope was decreed at the Second Council of Lyons (1274). Cardinals
are usually bishops and meet together in a “conclave” in the Vatican after the death of a Pope. Secret
ballots are conducted until one candidate has sufficient support and is formally asked by the presiding

cardinal if he agrees to be Pope.

Pope and Saint - St Gregory the Great

St Gregory was born in Rome about AD 540. He came from a powerful Christian family and was chief
magistrate of Rome. He was a monk before being elected Pope in AD 590. Gregory was a great leader
and theologian. He sent missionaries to England and reformed the liturgy, promoting a style of singing

later known as the Gregorian chant.
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Just as the Pope is the successor of St Peter, the bishops are the successors of the Apostles. The bishop is
in charge of a diocese and there are thousands of dioceses throughout the world. An important historical
area or major city is called an archdiocese, and so the bishop there is called an Archbishop.

The primary role of a bishop is to ensure that the local Church is well governed and doing all it can to bring
Jesus to the world. A good way of understanding the role of a bishop is the image of a shepherd, which
is represented symbolically by the crozier or pastoral staff that bishops use on ceremonial occasions.

The crozier is derived from the long stick with a curved top that shepherds have used for centuries in their
daily work. In John 10:1-18, Christ is the “Good Shepherd”. Bishops try