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How to use this resource

Structure

This textbook is broken into two sections, each aligning with an Area of Study in the VCA A History: Revolutions
Study Design

Area of Study openers give a broad overview of the chapters to come and a timeline of key events
Chapter openers also include an overview, listing the key issues of the chapter and a flow diagram.
QR codes are included in all chapters for easy access to related videos.

Look out for icons flagging key events, quotes and statistics in the margins for use in revision.

Activities

Focus questions are placed throughout the chapter to assess comprehension and encourage discussion

Analysis activities explore key primary and secondary historical sources. These sources can be visual or text-based, to help

develop your understanding of the revolution as well as your skills as a historian.

Develop your historical thinking skills

The end of chapter review activities include a combination of tasks to help consolidate your learning:

Define key terms encourages you to write definitions of important terms in your own words
Activities can include research work or various creative tasks like role-plays

Establishing historical significance and Analysing cause and consequence are exam-style writing tasks that allow you to
practise paragraph-length answers

Constructing historical arguments are practice essay questions that allow you to prepare for internal and end-of-year
assessment

Analysing historical sources as evidence provides practice for exam-style source analysis, both textual and visual

Analysing historian’s interpretations focuses on arguments made by individual historians and encourages you to put forth

your own views
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Digital resources

For alist of links to all the websites referred to in this book, go to: www.cambridge.edu.au/revrussia4ed
Further digital resources are available in the Interactive Textbook and on Cambridge GO:

e PDF textbook — downloadable, contains note taking and search functions

o Interactive activities — (c.g. drag and drop questions) assist recall of facts and understanding of concepts
e Videos and links to history — additional sources to watch read and analyse

The Teacher Resource Package also includes:

e Teaching programs and teaching tips

e Curriculum grids for each topic area

o Suggested responses

e Practice Assessment Material

Understanding icons

The following icons are used throughout the textbook to indicate different activities, resources, or points of view.

Analysis activity — textual Source analysis questions focusing on speeches or

analysis: text extracts

Analysis activity — visual analysis: ~ Source analysis questions focusing on artwork or

photos

Significant individuals: Biographies on significant individuals of the
Revolution

Key historian: Snapshots of important historians and their

points of view on the Revolution

KEY r—-"ﬁ-}“— Key statistic, events, quotes: Indicators of particularly memorable quotes,

EVENT ¥~ statistics and events

Historical interpretations: Examines the differences between the opinions of
historians

Digital activities: See the Interactive Textbook for access to digital

resources

The story so far video: Summary videos on the chapter, available
through the Interactive Textbook or through QR
codes
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3 ‘ ‘ AREA OF STUDY 1 CAUSES OF REVOLUTION

1.1 What s a revolution?

A revolution is not a dinner party or writing an essay or doing embroidery. A revolution is an act
of violence.

— Mao Zedong

Understanding the nature of revolutions is important. Revolutions ‘represent a great rupture in time and are a major
turning point in the collapse and destruction of an existing political order which results in extensive change to
society’. (VCAA Study Design 2021-25, p. 65). Revolutions are primarily political events, by challenging and then
changing the way a country is governed. This then has significant economic, social and cultural impacts on the whole
country and those around it.

English historian E.H. Carr argued that revolutions must involve a vertical shift of power — from the privileged

to the less privileged, and from the upper class to the middle and lower classes. Or in the case of the Russian
Revolution, from an all-powerful autocratic tsar to a government that represented the people. Therefore, a coup
d’état cannot be defined as a revolution, as it is merely a horizontal transfer of power from military to military or one
privileged power base to another. The fundamental distinguishing feature of revolutions is not the extent to which

they are initiated by the popular masses, but rather the degree of long-term change they actually achieve.

Vertical Transfer of Power

[E 2003 Tsarist Autocracy

Interplay of events,
ideas, individuals
and popular
movements

Lenin's
People's
government

Top ten characteristics of revolutions

1 Caused by the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and popular movements.

Change needed due to massive tensions and conflicts.

Unauthorised and illegal challenges to the authority of the existing order.

Involve a process, or series of interconnected events, rather than a single defined event.
Profound effect on the political and social structures of post-revolutionary society.
Change in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed or inevitable.

New government often challenged internally by civil war and externally by foreign threats.

Challenges can result in a compromise of revolutionary ideals.

VO 00 N O i AW N

Extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror are used to overcome opposition.

10 Only consolidated and secure once all opposition is removed.

Adapted from VCAA Study Design (2021-25)
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CHAPTER 1 WHAT MAKES GOOD HISTORY?

1.2 How do | understand historical thinking
and skills?

Thinking
concept Brief explanation Sample questions  Practical tips
Sequencing Chronology involves the arrangement of | = When did Create timelines and
chronology events in order of time. This sequence Bloody Sunday  do regular chronology
is important to knowing why events occur? tests.
happened, and their consequences, = What
plus distinguishing between long-term happened after
factors and short-term triggers. Knowing the February
chronology is the basis for evidence, Revolution?
analysis and arguments.
Ask historical | Be curious. Ask questions about the Who...? Choose an event,
questions past. It helps you to understand why What. 2 individual or issue
things happened the way they did. and create a question
Research to find the answer. When...? using each of the
Where. .. ? sample question
words.
How...?
Why...?

Compare and

Comparison is an important skill. It

Compare the

Create a Venn

significance

impact it had. Impact can be determined
by how long it went for, scale of the
event, the number of people it affected,
how it was perceived at the time and
other events it may have caused.

outcomes of the
Bolshevik economic
policies of War
Communism?

contrast enables you to identify what is similar two sources Diagram to list
and what is different. This provides about the role of similarities and
valuable understanding and insight the proletariat differences between
about the past. in the October two events, individuals
Revolution. or issues.
Establish How significant an event, individual or What were List all the causes or
historical issue was depends on how broad an the significant consequences of an

event. Rank them from
most important to
least. The top ones are
the ‘most significant’.

Use sources
as evidence

Primary sources are crucial in
understanding the past. Examine
sources closely, including language,
words, symbols, gestures and colours.
Secondary sources are crucial in
interpreting the past. Use them to
understand a variety of different points
of view.

=  Who created
the source and
when?

= What was
happening
around the time
it was created?

= s this source
an accurate
representation
of what
occurred? Why
or why not?

Make a list of key
primary sources, learn
the main message of
each.
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AREA OF STUDY 1 CAUSES OF REVOLUTION

dimensions of
history

in the past. Acknowledge that the moral
frameworks and social circumstances

of the past are different to our own.
Respect their story.

in his decision to
crush the Kronstadt
sailors’ revolt?

... continued
Thinking
concept Brief explanation Sample questions  Practical tips
Identify Understanding patterns in the past is = Was the change = Highlight ona
continuity helped by identifying when changes quick or slow? chronology list the
and change occu.rred and why, or when .thmgs . = Was the change evgnts thét were
continued unchange.d. Tu.rnfng points for the better or | Main turning pom’Fs
are a useful way for identifying change. Worse? that produced major
change.
= To what extent
did daily life
improve for
peasants under
Lenin's Soviet
government?
Analyse This is crucial to understanding and = Whatwerethe  Use graphic organisers
cause and analysing the past. Causes of revolutions main causes such as creating a
consequence | can be categorised into long-term of the Tsar's Y-chart for each main
causes and short-term triggers, or PESC abdication? event describing the
(Political, Economic, Social, Cultural). = What were cause of the event, the
Makes links between events rather than the main event itself, and the
treatlng them separate.ly. Consequences consequences consequences of the
can be intended or unintended. of the Korniloy | €vent.
Affair?
Explore This can be explored from two angles: = Howdid Start a list of (named)
historical firstly, from individuals and groups of different groups = quotes and add to
perspectives | people at the time; and, secondly, from of people at the it throughout your
historians studying revolutions. Both time make sense = study. Identify which
provide important interpretations into of the radical are from the time
the past. events? and which are later
= How did Russian historians.
women perceive
Lenin's social
reforms of 1917
and 19182
Examine Insights bring empathy. Engage with the ~ What pressures Use Three Level
ethical beliefs, values and attitudes of people on Lenin resulted Guides to read sources

deeply for stated or
implied values and
moral principles:

Level 1 Literal. Reading
what is right there.

Level 2 Interpret.
Reading between the
lines.

Level 3 Applied.
Reading beyond the
lines.
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CHAPTER 1 WHAT MAKES GOOD HISTORY?

Thinking

concept Brief explanation Sample questions  Practical tips
Construct The ultimate step is developing a logical | The Russian Find a list of essay
historical argument that can be well supported Revolution topics. Practise
arguments with evidence. Remember, using facts was caused by planning essay

shows knowledge, but using facts to
support an argument makes it evidence.

Nicholas's failure
to reform as shown
by his Fundamental
Laws and dismissal
of the Dumas.

responses by creating
an argument, body
paragraphs and
supporting evidence.

concepts and skills?

1.3 What vocabulary can | use to express these

Short-term cause  Long-term cause ~ Consequences Compare Contrast
catalyst origins Positive similarly despite
sparked develop supported related however
triggered evolve promoted connected nevertheless
ignited emerge advanced in the same way although
provoked deep-rooted prevented likewise conversely
incited persisting fostered in similar fashion juxtapose
precipitated perennial Negative another the antithesis of
initiated blocked
stimulated inhibited

impeded

restricted

limited

Comparing
Change Continuity sources Catalysts Danger words
influential remain however accelerated [/me
symbolic preserve on the other hand | sparked bad/good
significantly continuous this view is triggered always/never
complete invariable contrasted with exacerbated alot
profound :rdei:r:r:teenc; ;i;W S facilitated all the people
transformative i intensified here is a quote

an alternative

perspective is

evidenced by

ISBN 9781108886895
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AREA OF STUDY 1 CAUSES OF REVOLUTION

Significance

When you are asked to evaluate significance or questions that ask you ‘to what extent?’, you are being asked to

discuss the importance and influence of a movement, idea, individual, group, event, series of events or a specific

period in time etc. This requires you to use the vocabulary of significance as shown on a continuum below.

Most significant > > least significant
crucially ... major of indirect insignificantly ...
. . . significance ... . .
imperative substantial g to an inconsequential
. L to a limited extent ... extent ...
essential of directimportance ...
. to a lesser extent ... of negligible

pivotal to a large extent ... o gle

of minor importance significance ...
vital of considerable P

importance ... this was marginall

fundamental 'mp W ginaily

important ...
central

1.4 How do | understand question words?

It is important to understand what key question words mean and what types of responses are required. Question

words can also be called Task Verbs or Cognitive Verbs. Be careful to remember that these words can be used

differently in different subjects. So this is what these key words mean in the context of studying History.

Thinking skill
Question words  required Explanation Sentence starter tips
Explain Lower order Provide reasons or examples This happened because . ..
for a particular event or issue. .
e o A major issue was . ...
This might be explaining how
or why an event occurred. This sparked ...
Similar question words are Another main cause was
why, how, identify, list, report,
understand or describe. There are three main reasons...
This resulted in ...
As a consequence, ...
Discuss Middle order Provide both sides of anissue, | There were many reasons both

without needing to come to

a conclusion. This might mean
providing the advantages and
disadvantages of a particular
event or issue. Similar question
words are summarise, consider
or investigate.

for and against ...

Another main reason for this
was ...

... had many advantages.

The disadvantage of this was ...
One main perspective is ...
From the point of view of ...
Furthermore ...

This was influenced by ...
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CHAPTER 1 WHAT MAKES GOOD HISTORY?

Thinking skill
Question words  required Explanation Sentence starter tips
Compare Middle order Provide ways in which two The main similarity was ...
things are the same and ways .
. ... have in common was ...
they are different
Another similarity was ...
Unique causes of X were ...
An obvious difference was ...
Despite the differences ...
An important contrast was ...
Alternatively, ...
Analyse Higher order Provide a breakdown of the The major causes of the
smaller, deeper parts of a revolution were ...
articular event or issue. .
P ) Important themes in the old
Importantly, discuss how these .
regime were ...
parts relate to the other parts
and to the whole. This might There is a strong link between
be both sides of an argument ..and ...
ona partlculér eventorissue. | The relationship between these
Similar questions words are were. .
‘examine’ or ‘explore’.
This had negative consequences
because...
On the other hand ...
Evaluate Higher order Provide an argument about The most significant cause of
which event or issue is most the revolution was ...
justified. This can only be done . .
. ... Is most important
after the close detail of the
) o ) because ...
analysis' step, which then also
provides evidence to support  When considering ...
your argument. Evaluate When assessing the ...
questions are often written as
"to what extent .. 2" or "how A number of factors need to be
significant ...?" considered such as ...
The predominant consequence
was ...
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1.5 How do | analyse sources?

The following are three helpful models that can be used for written or visual source analysis. The advantage of
using a model is so that you routinely ask yourself the best questions, meaning that you notice and comment on
specific aspects of the source. Regular routines result in right and rigorous reflection! There is an activity at the end
of every chapter in this book called ‘Analyse primary sources’ to give you the opportunity to practise your source
analysis skills.

Vocabulary for summarising main messages or arguments in sources

argues disagrees quantifies
asserts evidences refutes
challenges justifies reinforces
claims persuades specifies
confirms promotes supports
contends proves verifies
defends qualifies

Model 1: ‘DAMMITT U’ MODEL

D DATE When was it produced? What was happening at that time?

A AUTHOR Who wrote or produced it? Who are they?

M MESSAGE What does it say? What is its message?

M MOTIVE Why did the author produce it? What is its purpose?

I INTENDED Who is it produced for? How do you know?
AUDIENCE
TIMING What historical context can you provide about this source?
TONE Is it formal or informal? What emotion is conveyed?
USEFULNESS Do you consider this source to be reliable? Is the main message

supported or contradicted by other events?
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Model 2: ‘APPARTS’ MODEL

A AUTHOR Who created the source?
P PLACEAND TIME = Where and when was this source created? Does the date make this a
primary or secondary source?
P PRIOR What do you already know that would further your understanding of
KNOWLEDGE this source? For example, you may already know something about the

author, or the place it was produced, or what was happening in Russia
at the same time, or about the event or topic on which the source is

focusing.
A AUDIENCE Who was the intended audience of this source? Who was it made for?
REASON Why was this source produced at the time it was produced?

THE MAIN IDEA What is the key message, argument, perspective or point of view shown
in this source?

S SIGNIFICANCE Why is this source important? How does this source help you to better
understand the key issues or events occurring in Russia at the time?

Model 3: ‘CCF’ MODEL

C Content What do | see in this image?

What does each item symbolise or mean?
Which groups or individuals are included in the image?

Are any groups or individuals excluded from the image?

@ Context What was happening at the time this image was produced?

How might this have led to its creation?

F Function What is the message of this image?

Which side does it take? For example, is it for or against the tsar? Is it
for or against the revolution?
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AREA OF STUDY 1 CAUSES OF REVOLUTION

1.6 How do | write a strong essay?

Forming clear arguments that are supported by convincing evidence is the essential skill involved in writing strong
history essays. To create a clear argument, you must first interpret the essay question/statement and understand what
you are being asked or instructed to do. This is essential. One way to make sure you interpret the whole question is

outlined below.

Instructional

verbs or task
words

Content words Limiting words

The instructional verb is not the only important part of a question. You also need to pay attention to ‘content
words’ — words that indicate the person, event, issue or idea you must focus on. Further, you must carefully consider

‘limiting words’ — words that further define the content. They may be dates or provide more specific information

about the content words, for example:

To what extent were the actions of Tsar Nicholas II responsible for the development of revolutionary sentiment in the
period to October 19177

An additional key word in the question above is ‘responsible’ — this indicates you need to evaluate the extent to
which the actions of Tsar Nicholas I CAUSED or generated revolutionary sentiment.

Next, you need to consider to what extent do you agree with the statement. In what ways, or in which time periods,
are they correct? When was it not correct? How could the essay statement be challenged? Brainstorming answers

might lead to a clear argument that you could then use for your essay.

A clear structure allows your ideas to be easily understood. Structure includes your introduction and conclusion
plus the topics for each of your body paragraphs. Relevant introductions are crucial in history essays because they
include your main argument and how you are responding to the essay statement. Convincing paragraphs use a wide
range of examples rather than just one in depth from throughout as much of the time period as the question allows.
Remember that providing evidence is different from just listing lots of facts. Facts become evidence when they are
supporting an argument rather than just filling up a sentence. There is an activity at the end of many chapters in this
book called ‘Construct historical arguments’ to give you the opportunity to practise your essay writing skills.

The formula for a strong essay can be:

strong essay = structure (argument + evidence + fluency of expression)

How do | know if I've written a good essay?

Use this checklist to help you analyse your essay.

I have used a relevant historical argument.

I have addressed the specific demands of the essay question.
I have demonstrated historical knowledge.

I have used historical thinking concepts.

I have used primary sources as evidence.

I have used historical interpretations as evidence.

o oooogao

I have structured my essay clearly.
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1.7 How do | use historical perspectives?

There is no such thing as impartial history: the story we receive is always to some degree
contaminated by the interpretation put on it by the historian.

- RAYNER, 1998

Historians are meant to be objective. They are supposed to tell stories based on truth; stories that reflect the facts
from the past. Yet every historian’s work reflects their country of birth, personality, political views, personal beliefs
and values, life experiences and the political period in which they write. So, as Rayner stated, these influences mean
that a historian’s writing cannot be completely without prejudice, even if they attempt to be objective. Interestingly,
many do not try to be objective at all.

The first aim of studying historians and the sources they cite is to identify their different perspectives on the same
events, issues and individuals. Are they positive or negative about the Russian Revolution? Do they support or
criticise the role of individuals and their ideas? What events or issues do they emphasise? You can identify the
perspective of a source through the vocabulary, tone and examples used. For example, a negative perspective might
read somethinglike ‘Lenin’s exzreme use of violence meant that the mzassacre of the Kronstadt sailors in 1921 was

totally unjustified’.

The second aim of studying historians is to compare their perspectives. How does the perspective of one historian
compare to that of another? Are they similar or different? And ultimately, which point of view do you believe is more
justified by the events you have studied? There is an activity at the end of every chapter in this book called ‘Analysing
a historian’s interpretations’ to give you the opportunity to practise your skills of identifying and using the arguments
of historians. Most chapters also have an activity called ‘Use quotes as evidence’ to practise using and comparing
quotes in your writing,

Vocabulary and sentence stems for embedding quotes

according to contradicts states
argues proposes supports
claims reinforces

Another interpretation is offered by historian Z who contends that ...
From this, historian Y forms the assumption that ...

Historian X rejects this assumption and suggests that ...
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| shall adhere as unswervingly as my father
to the principle of autocracy.

Russian word for ruler or monarch.

Often called the Emperor

the official political body that

runs a COUﬂtI’)’

a formal ceremony where a

monarch is crowned

the healthy process of making
political, economic or social changes to make

a country operate more effectively

relating to issues to do
with money, such as taxation, inflation,

unemployment, wages and prices of goods
Russian word for elected parliament

absolute rule by one person; in
Russia also called Tsarist Autocracy

a process of massive political

upheaval that changes the way in which a
country is governed; a vertical shift in power
from an absolute monarch to a popular

government ruling on behalf of the people

significant individuals (women and

men) who influence ordinary people

Pyotr Durnovo — member of the
upper class, Minister of the Interior under
Prime Minister Witte

- TSAR NICHOLAS 11, 1894

Overview

Nicholas II. The period
until 1917 has been divided into six chapters in order to assist an analysis

Chapters 2 to 7 focus specifically on the reign of

of Nicholas’s regime and his responses to the many significant crises that
faced his . The government experienced varying fortunes from
Nicholas’s in 1896 to the end of his reign in 1917. Sergei Witte in
the 1890s and Peter Stolypin from 1906 both introduced
strengthened tsarism and produced significant

that initially
gains. However, the
tsarist regime was also weakened by the general strikes and violence of 1905,
along with the failure of the , the Lena Goldfields massacre and multiple
crises of the World War One, which diminished the credibility of Nicholas.
How did Nicholas attempt to continue imposing his absolute during

times of crisis as previous Romanov rulers had done?

Knowing that the system of tsarism collapsed in 1917 allows us to re-read
Nicholas IT’s reign to highlight the revolutionary undercurrents of
How popular was their message? How were the revolutionaries organised and

who were the key ?

While Chapters 3 and 4 are devoted to answering these questions, each chapter
also deals with the responses of the opposition movement to the events and
decisions of the mainstream government. Chapter 11 features a thematic
analysis of the key tensions and conflicts within Russia. Was the creation of

a revolutionary situation the result of poor leadership from Nicholas, years of
agitation from opponents of his regime, or merely a historical inevitability, as
Marxist theory would suggest?

As we will see, economic and political discontent could not be contained within the
existing structure. As suggested by in 1914, social revolution occurred,

but with unpredictable political consequences. Tsar Nicholas IT abdicated and the



system of tsarism abruptly ended. Chapters 8—11 analyse how and why this occurred and the system of
dual authority that emerged. The return of Lenin and fellow revolutionaries from exile undermined the
rapport of the new Provisional Government with the people of Petrograd (the name of St Petersburg
1914-1924). Despite surging fortunes, the Bolshevik Party eventually gained a majority in the

by September, which provided the foundation for their takeover of power in October.

Dates provide an interesting problem. There were two calendars operating in the world in 1917:
Russia used the old Julian calendar established by Roman ruler Julius Caesar, whereas Western
countries used an updated calendar by Pope Gregory called the Gregorian calendar. Chapters 8-11
use the Julian calendar dates throughout (that is, when the events actually occurred for people

in Russia). Russia adopted the Gregorian calendar on 1 February 1918, and this date became

14 February 1918.

Underlying all the events of the revolution that are described in this book are the interpretations
provided by who also study the Russian Revolution. At the end of most chapters are

questions that focus on specific historian’s interpretations of events. It is worth spending time on
these so that you develop the mindset of exploring Russian history with historians as you journey

through this text with them.

First Revolution began Second Revolution began

Russian Julian calendar 23 February 24 October
8 March

Western Gregorian calendar 6 November

«Source 2A The reign of Russia’s
Tsar Nicholas Il is the focus of

by Boris Kustodiev, from 1915.

Chapters 2—7. This representation is

AREA OF STUDY 1

a powerful political
body first formed

by Trotsky during the
1905 Revolution and
re-formed on 28
February 1917

a person
who attempts to make
sense of the past and
usually specialises in
one country or period
of history
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" Timeline of key events, 19th century and
- 1914-1939

1896 1906
» 26 November: Coronation of Tsar » 23 April: Fundamental State Laws:
Nicholas II: Nicholas and Alexandra were These were issued by the Tsar four days
A officially crowned as absolute rulers of before the opening of the First Duma.
Russia; thus, the problematic reign of the His reassertion of his absolute authority
] last Russian tsar had begun. rendered the Duma powerless.
» First Duma: dismissed after only months for
1904-05 its radical demands.
> Russo-Japanese War: A tense war began
between Russia and Japan after crises in 1907
Asia. Russia’s military identity and pride » Second Duma: similarly dismissed for its
were eventually destroyed with a humiliating radical demands.
defeat to Japan's navy in May 1905. » Change in electoral laws: The electoral

system was illegally changed to ensure that

1905 those elected to the next Duma were more
> 9 January: Bloody Sunday massacre: The conservative.

peaceful march to present a respectful

petition resulted in a massacre. It resulted 1907-12

directly in a loss of faith in the goodness of » Third Duma: served its full five-year

Tsar Nicholas. This divide between the Tsar e | Ut had notoficialinflience/over

and his people was never bridged. government decisions.

> January to October: 1905 Revolution:
A series of rebellious events occurred from 1912
mutinies to strikes. The most significantwas
Trotsky's establishment of soviets.

> October: General strikes: These
widespread strikes paralysed the economy,
which forced the Tsar to respond.

» 26 October: October Manifesto: Tsar 1914
Nicholas submitted to popular demands by
creating a political body called the Duma.
By giving the people representation, the
Tsar was agreeing to share a portion of his
absolute power.

Lena Goldfields massacre: Revolutionary
sentiment was reignited after goldminers
were massacred for striking for better
working conditions.

» Russia enters World War One: After initial
victories, Russia's massive military machine
suffered repeated defeats due to poor
training and supplies. This lowered the
morale of both the war and home fronts.

ignificantly, th
1906-11 Most significantly, the war dejvastated
—— the home economy through increased
> Prime Minister Stolypin: His reforms unemployment, inflation, and food and fuel
restored a degree of faith in tsarism shortages.

by limiting the influence of the Dumas,
strengthening the economy and eliminating
revolutionary opposition.

A Source 2B Peasant Land (1917) by Boris Dmitryevich Grigoriev



1915

>

>

August: Tsar takes personal command

of the army: Tsar Nicholas's decision to
replace Nikolaevich at the war front meant
that he now personally shouldered the
blame for the continued losses, but also
left the inexperienced Tsarina Alexandra in
control of the Russian government.

1915-16

Influence of Rasputin: Rasputin's

reputed ability to heal Tsarevich Alexei’s
haemophilia earned him the favour of
Alexandra. She promoted and dismissed
several leading government ministers on
his recommendation. Rasputin directly
contributed to the loss of faith in the royal
government and to his own assassination.

1917

>

23 February-3 March: February
Revolution: This spontaneous, leaderless
revolution ‘from below’ resulted in the
formation of the Provisional Government
and Petrograd Soviet, and, most
significantly, the abdication of the Tsar.

1 March: Soviet Order No. 1 (issued by
Petrograd Soviet): This severely weakened
the powers of the Provisional Government
by decreeing that military orders were only
to be obeyed if approved by the Soviet.

It afirmed that the Soviet had the real
authority and control of Petrograd.

2 March: Abdication of the Tsar: This
unintentionally ended the 300-year
Romanov Dynasty and hence tsarism. With
power given to the Provisional Government,
hopes were raised of an immediate solution
to the crises of the old regime.

3 April: Lenin's return and speech at Finland
Station: Lenin’s return immediately transformed
the political debate with his call for the
overthrow of the Provisional Government and
catch-cry of 'Peace, Land, Bread!

AREA OF STUDY 1

4 April: Lenin's April Theses: Lenin stamped
his strong personal and ideological
leadership over the direction of Russia by
delivering a crucial blueprint for revolution:
— that the February Revolution was merely a
capitalist coup, not a genuine revolution

— that a second revolution was needed

to overthrow the corrupt Provisional
Government

— that the soviet, led by Bolsheviks, was the
only possible form of government.

18-20 June: June Offensive: War morale
was dealt a final blow with Kerensky's failed
attack on the Austrians and Germans. It
fuelled Lenin's arguments for withdrawing
from the imperialist war.

3 July: July Days: This failed revolt
seemingly signalled the end of the
Bolshevik leadership and party, and the
final victory of Kerensky and the Provisional
Government.

26 August: Kornilov Revolt: This revolt
exposed Provisional Government weakness
and a lack of military support. Allowed

out of jail, Trotsky earned great respect

by forming the Red Guard to defend
Petrograd against fear of Kornilov's attempt
to establish military rule.

8 September: Trotsky becomes Chairman
of Petrograd Soviet: This crucial event
symbolised the majority support of the
Bolsheviks in the Soviet for the first time.

7 October: Secret return of Lenin: The
timing of, and support and strategies for,
the October Revolution were implemented
through Lenin's persuasion.

24-25 October: The October Revolution:
The Bolsheviks' military capture of key
organisations and vantage points in
Petrograd led by Trotsky’s Red Guard

was the fulfilment of April Theses as the
Provisional Government was overthrown in
a Bolshevik takeover.
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Overview

Our story goes like this: once upon a time, there lived a charming and kind young prince, the
heir to a large and rich kingdom, covering one sixth of the world. He fell in love with a beautiful
faraway princess. He married her and became king. They loved each other passionately and
had five children. One would expect them to live happily ever after. But they could not escape
their fate. They were doomed, their bloodline was cursed. The fairy tale turned into tragedy.
This is the story of a family, a very special family and a very special story.
Andrei Maylunas & Sergei Mironenko, 4 Lifelong Passion: Nicholas and
Alexandra their own story, Doubleday, New York, 1997, xv

The royal represented what had always been and would ever be. But revolutions
can only occur when conflicts and tensions grow to an extent of creating significant unrest within a
country. Therefore, this chapter analyses the strengths and weaknesses of the system of tsarism — the
traditional political system of autocracy, the divisive social hierarchy of , the harsh economic
reality of industrial workers and peasants — and the man who lead the whole system,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>