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Civil rights in the USA 1945-1968 traces the
development of the movement that aimed to
ensure that African Americans could access
the ‘American Dream. This pursuit was
undertaken at great personal cost for many
participants in a struggle for equality that is
not yet fully realised.

The book's approach to this topics combines the practice of historians with the
needs of senior secondary students. Like the historian, students engage with
secondary literature before investigating and interpreting the sources. By taking this
approach, students apply the historical concepts of causation, continuity and change,
perspectives, significance, and contestability. This approach prepares students to
become more than simple observers of the past. They are empowered to understand
it and its implications.

Chapters and activities apply historical concepts
and skills, including the analysis and use of sources,
historical interpretation, historical investigation and
research, and explanation and communication.

Historically accurate images, including photographs
and artworks, along with diagrams and tables,
enhance engagement and present information and
interpretations in a variety of ways.

Source studies, which include artwork, photographs,
extracts from speeches, laws, personal accounts, and
historians’ interpretations, feature regularly throughout
the textbook. Each source study includes exam-style
questions.

Review activities consolidate student understanding,
encourage the synthesis of content, include
opportunities for research, and support the application
of historical concepts.

Each chapter ends with activities that focus on
larger historical questions arising from the topic and
suggestions for further resources.
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Glossary

American Civil War

the war fought 1861-65 in the United
States between the Northern states
(Union) and the Southern states
(Confederacy)

American Dream

a belief that US citizens enjoy freedom,
equality and democratic rights and that
all have the opportunity to Increase
their wealth through hard work

Black nationalism

the belief that African Americans are
members of a distinct Black nation and
should strive for economic, political and
social empowerment and Black pride

Black Power

a political philosophy that advocated
self-determination for African
Americans, including economic and
political empowerment and the right to
self-defence

Black self-sufficiency

the idea that African Americans should
aim to become economically
independent and should only support
African American businesses

Black separatism

the belief that African Americans should
not integrate, but should live separately
from white Americans, on the basis that
white Americans were ‘devils’ and Black
people were racially superior

blackface

the practice of wearing makeup to
impersonate a dark-skinned person
Boynton v Virginia (1960)

Supreme Court ruling that determined
that segregation on interstate transport
and at bus and railway terminals was
illegal

Browder v Gayle (1956)

Supreme Court ruling that declared the
segregation of buses In Montgomery,
Alabama, was unconstitutional

Brown v Board of Education (1954)
Supreme Court ruling that overturned
the Plessy v Ferguson (1896) ruling and
declared that segregation in schools
was unconstitutional

Brown Il (1955)

a Supreme Court amendment to Brown
v Board of Education (1954) which
determined that all schools should be
desegregated 'with all deliberate speed’
- a vague direction that did not specify
a particular date

Civil Rights Act (1857)

legislation passed in 1857 giving African
Americans equal access to public
transport and public facilities

Cold War

the period from the end of World War I
to 1991, characterised by political
tensions, militarism and economic
rivalry between the United States and
its allies (known as the ‘West') and the
Soviet Union and its allies (known as
the ‘Eastern bloc’)

communism
a political system where the state owns
all property and means of production

Democrat

a member of the Democratic Party,

a political party in the United States;
during the 1940s, 50s and 60s, the
Democratic Party’s supporter base was
in the South of the United States

Executive Order

the president can block any law passed
by Congress, present a bill to the
Congress and issue an Executive Order
to pass a law independently

Fifteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US Constitution
passed in 1870 allowing all African
American men the right to vote and
prohibited racial discrimination in voter
registration

Fourteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US Constitution
passed in 1868 that ensured African
American people were included in the
definition of citizenship; prevented state
and local government bodies from
depriving a person of life, freedom or
property rights without a fair trial; and
gave all citizens equal protection under
the law

Kerner Commission

National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders (or Kerner Commission); a
federal investigation launched by
President Johnson on 28 July 1967 into
the causes of the Long Hot Summer of
1967

Korean War

Cold War conflict fought between North
Korea (supported by the Soviet Union
and China) and South Korea (supported
by UN forces led by the United States)
from 25 June 1950 to 27 July 1953

lynching
an illegal public execution undertaken
by a mob

Monday Demonstrations (Die
Montagsdemonstrationen)

a series of peaceful protests undertaken
every Monday during the East German
Peaceful Revolution

Nineteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US Constitution
that came into force in 1920 giving all
US women the right to vote

Pan-Africanism

the belief that all peoples of African
descent have common interests and
should work together for these interests

President’s Committee on Equal
Employment Opportunity (PCEO)
a program run by the Kennedy
administration that sought to ensure
that government contractors provided
equal employment opportunities to
African Americans

Reconstruction Era

the period following the American Civil
War (1865-77), during which new laws
and amendments to the US Constitution
were passed to further civil rights in the
United States

Selective Training and Service Act
US conscription act requiring all men
aged 21-45 to register for the draft; a
lottery of those registered was then
drawn and those selected had to serve
at least one year in the armed forces

Social Gospel

a 19th century Protestant movement
that advocated that Christians should
work for social justice to build ‘the
Kingdom of Heaven' on Earth

Thirteenth Amendment
the amendment to the US Constitution
passed in 1865 banning slavery

US Supreme Court

the highest court in the United States;
able to invalidate a law that violates the
US Constitution or stop a president’s
Executive Orders if they are
unconstitutional

Vietnam War

a Cold War conflict fought between
North Vietnam (supported by the
Soviet Union and China) and South
Vietnam (supported by the United
States and its allies) from 1 November
1955 to 30 April 1975

War on Poverty

a series of laws passed by the Johnson
administration, including the Economic
Opportunity Act (1964), to provide
funding to target poverty



Key organisations

Alabama Christian Movement for
Human Rights (ACMHR)

an African American civil rights
organisation based in Alabama that
aimed to end segregation; established
in 1956 after the NAACP was outlawed
from Alabama

Capital Citizens’ Council (CCC)

an organisation formed in 1956 in
Arkansas to resist the desegregation of
schools

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
an interracial group established in
Chicago in 1942; James Farmer would
lead the organisation 1961-66; CORE's
approach was nonviolent direct action,
inspired by Gandhi

Coordinating Council of Community
Organizations (CCCO)

a Chicago-based civil rights
organisation

Dallas County Voters League
(DCVL)

an African American civil rights
organisation in Dallas County, Alabama,
which worked to register African
Americans for the vote

Deacons for Defense and Justice

an armed African American organisation
formed by war veterans in 1964 to
protect civil rights workers from KKK
violence

Democratic Party

major political party in the United
States; during the 1940s, 50s and 60s,
the Democratic Party’s supporter base
was in the south of the United States

Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI)

US federal intelligence and security
service led by J Edgar Hoover 1924-72

Federal Council for Aboriginal
Advancement (FCAA)

an organisation formed in 1958 to fight
for legislative changes in Australia to
advance Aboriginal civil rights

House Un-American Activities
Committee (HUAC)

a special committee of the US House of
Representatives appointed to
investigate the ‘subversive’ activities of
individuals and left-wing organisations
to see if they were promoting
communism or were part of a
communist spy network

Ku Klux Klan
an organisation first established in 1865

as a fraternal society; by 1867 the group
had become a white supremacist

terrorist organisation

Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party (MFDP)

formed in 1965, this pro-civil rights
political party challenged the
Mississippi branch of the Democratic
Party

Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA)

grassroots organisation formed by
Christian ministers, WPC members,
NAACP members and other African
American community leaders to oversee
the extension of the original one-day
bus boycott led by the WPC; the MIA
also aimed to improve race relations in
Montgomery

Mothers’ League of Central High
School

an organisation formed in August 1957
to resist the desegregation of Little
Rock Central High School

Muslim Mosque, Inc.

established by Malcolm X after his
departure from the Nation of Islam; the
organisation remained small and
disbanded after Malcolm X's death

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP)

the first major national organisation
working for civil and political rights for
African Americans, founded 1909

National Negro Congress (NNC):
an organisation of African American
workers, which campaigned for
desegregation and workers' rights

Nation of Islam
a Black nationalist organisation
established In 1930

Negro American Labor Council
(NALC)

African American workers’ organisation
formed in 1960 to provide trade unionist
support for the civil rights movement

Organization of Afro-American
Unity

established by Malcolm X In 1964, the
movement advocated for rights for
African Americans and encouraged
cooperation with Black Africans

Redfern Black Power Caucus

an Aboriginal civil rights organisation
formed in Redfern in 1967; based on the
ideology of Black Power

Republican Party

US political party, formed by Abraham
Lincoln in 1854; its support base was
mainly in the North of the United States

during the 1940s, 50s and 60s

Rules Committee

a committee in the US House of
Representatives that determines the
rules under which a bill will be
presented to the Senate

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC)

formed in Atlanta, Georgia in January
1957, Martin Luther King Jr was its first
leader; the group’s approach was
nonviolent direct action, inspired by
Jesus and Gandhi

Student Action for Aborigines
(SAFA)

a civil rights organisation formed at the
University of Sydney in 1964 to
undertake the Freedom Ride in outback
NSW

Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC)

student organisation formed in 1960;
initially employed nonviolent direct
action to force authorities to address
and implement civil rights

Transport and General Workers'
Union (TGWU)

a large British trade union comprising
transport workers, dock workers, ships
clerks and engineering workers

West Indian Development Council
(wWIDC)

an action group founded in Bristol, UK,
to fight the racist employment policies
of the TGWU

White Citizens’ Council (WCC)

also known as the Citizens' Councils of
America, formed in Mississippi in
October 1954; members included
professionals and business people,
giving a veneer of respectability;
established branches throughout the
South, very close links to local and state
government

Women's Political Council (WPC)

a grassroots organisation of middle-
class African American women in
Montgomery, Alabama, formed in 1946;
It encouraged voter registration,
protested against the abuse of African
Americans on city buses, opposed
segregated parks, educated high school
students about democracy and ran
adult literacy classes to raise eligibility
for voter registration
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Significant individuals

Ralph Abernathy

war veteran; founder of MIA; executive
leader of SCLC 1957-68; president of
SCLC 1968-77

Ella Baker
NAACP, SCLC and SNCC civil rights
activist 1938-66; founder of SNCC,1961

Ross Barnett
Democrat Governor of Mississippi,
1960-64

Daisy Bates
president of the Arkansas branch of the
NAACP, 1952-60

James Bevel

Freedom Rider, 1961; director of SCLC's
Direct Action and Nonviolent Education,
1963-65

Harry F Byrd
US Senator (Virginia, Democrat),
1933-65

Stokely Carmichael
Freedom Rider, 1961; leader of SNCC,
1966-67

Eugene ‘Bull’ Connor
Birmingham Commissioner
of Public Safety, 1936-54, 1957-63

Elizabeth Eckford
member of the Little Rock Nine

Dwight D Eisenhower
President of the United States, 1953-61

Medgar Evers

African American war veteran; field
secretary of the Mississippi branch of
NAACP, 1954-63; murdered by the WCC
12 June 1963

James Farmer
leader of CORE, 1961-66

Orval Faubus
Governor of Arkansas, 1955-67

William A Gayle
mayor of Montgomery, Alabama,
1951-59

Fannie Lou Hamer

field secretary of the Mississippi branch
of SNCC, 1963; co-founder of the MFDP;
representative of the MFDP, 1964

Aaron Henry

war veteran; head of the Mississippi
branch of NAACP; co-founder of the
MFDP

Lyndon B Johnson
President of the United States, 1963-68

John F Kennedy
President of the United States, 1961-63

Robert Kennedy:
Attorney General of the United States,
1961-64

Martin Luther King, Jr

pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church,
Montgomery, Alabama; leader of MIA
and SCLC

John Lewis
leader of SNCC, 1963-1966; later a
member of US Congress

Thurgood Marshall

NAACP lawyer who successfully
prosecuted the civil rights cases Smith v
Allwright (1944) and Brown v Board of
Education (1954); US Solicitor General,
1965-67; Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court, 1967-91

James Meredith

first African American to attend
University of Michigan 1962-63; initiator
of the March Against Fear, 1966

Robert ‘Bob’ Moses

field secretary SNCC, Mississippi,
1961-64; co-director of COFO, 1964;
co-founder of the MFDP

Elijah Muhammad
leader of the NOI, 1934-75

Diane Nash

leader of the Nashville student sit-in
movement, 1960; co-founder of SNCC,
1960; Freedom Rider, 1961; member of
SCLC, 1961-65

ED Nixon

president of the Montgomery chapter of
the NAACP, 1945-47; state president of
the NAACP, Alabama, 1947-56;
president of the Montgomery branch of
the BSCP, 1938-64

Rosa Parks

secretary of NAACP, Montgomery
branch, 1943-57; civil rights activist,
SCLC, 1957-65; Black Power advocate,
1967-69

John M Patterson
Governor of Alabama, 1955-59, 1959-63

A Phillip Randolph

founder and leader of the BSCP, 1925;
co-founder of the NNC, 1936-46, the
MOWM, 1941-48; and NALC, 1960-66

William P Rogers
Attorney General of the United States,
1957-61

Fred Shuttlesworth

chair of Alabama chapter of the NAACP,
1953-56; leader of ACMHR, 1956-69,
cofounder of SCLC, 1957; organiser of
the Freedom Rides, 1961, member of
SCLC, 1957-65

Emmett Till

African American boy who was brutally
lynched in 1955; his death and the
subsequent acquittal of his murderers
led many people to fight for civil rights

Harry S Truman
President of the United States, 1945-53

Wyatt Tee Walker

president of NAACP Petersberg, Virginia
branch, 1953-57; state director of CORE
1958; executive director of SCLC,
1960-64

George Wallace
Governor of Alabama, 1963-67, 1971-79,
1983-87

Roy Wilkins
leader of the NAACP, 1955-77

Hosea Williams
war veteran and member of SCLC

Malcolm X

leader of NOI No. 7 Temple, Harlem,
1955-63; leader of MMI, 1964-65; leader
of OAAU, 1964-65
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CHAPTER 1: THE POSITION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN 1945 2

The Declaration of Independence (signed in 1776) had founded the United
States on the basis that ‘all men are created equal: The US Bill of Rights
(1789), incorporated the first 10 amendments to the US Constitution
(1788), had guaranteed a range of individual freedoms for all citizens.

But these rights and freedoms had rarely been applied to African
American citizens.

For the most part, the position of African American people in US
society at the end of World War Il (1939-45) reflected the long-term
conditions that had persisted since the end of the 19th century.

The majority of African American people suffered considerable economic
disadvantages, including poor living conditions, limited educational
prospects and little opportunity for employment beyond the lowest-paid
jobs. These circumstances had led to perpetual intergenerational poverty,
locking African American families into ongoing disadvantage.

In addition, few African Americans enjoyed political equality with other
US citizens. Most African Americans were prevented from exercising their
right to vote and faced significant discrimination under the law. They were
also unable to access a range of facilities on the same basis as other
Americans, including public facilities such as schools and hospitals,
and private businesses such as restaurants and hotels.

However, there were signs that this situation could change. World
War Il opened up new opportunities for African Americans, which they
were keen to turn to their advantage. Moreover, the war was widely
promoted as a fight for democracy and freedom. By the end of the war
in 1945, African Americans had the confidence to suggest that having
won the war for democracy and freedom against Nazi Germany and
militarist Japan, the United States must now establish true democracy
and freedom at home, so that African Americans could enjoy the civil
rights promised to them by the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

This chapter will explain:

the extent of racial segregation and discrimination
the impact of World War Il on African American citizens in the
United States.

Words are important

The words used to describe people are important. They also change over time. In this book
you will notice several terms and phrases used to describe Black Americans. The words
reflect changing understandings of identity over time and language that was used in the
past may readily be considered offensive today. For example, ‘negro’ was a commonly

used term to describe Black people in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The use of ‘Negro’
(note the capital ‘N’) was favoured by many Black people from the early 20th century in the
United States, but is now no longer in use. Similarly, while the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) has retained the term 'colored' in its name, it is
otherwise inappropriate today. The term ‘person of colour' is more respectful. Some terms
are simply racist when used by whites to describe Black people and are therefore offensive.

ISBN 9780645394108
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American Civil War

the war fought 1861-65 in the
United States between the
Northern states (Union) and the
Southern states (Confederacy)

Reconstruction Era

the period following the American
Civil War (1865-77), during which
new laws and amendments to the
US Constitution were passed to
further civil rights in the United
States

states formerly associated with the
Confederacy during the US Civil
War, mainly located in the south-
eastern United States, including
South Carolina, Alabama, Louisiana
and Arkansas

an organisation first established in
1865 as a fraternal society; by 1867
the group had become a white

supremacist terrorist organisation

states located in the northern and
western United States, including
New York, lllinois and Ohio

SAMANTHA FRAPPELL

However those same terms can also be claimed and used by Black people in a manner that
subverts the racist meaning.

In this book, the author uses the terms ‘African American’ and ‘Black: However, the terms
used in the extracts from historical sources and quotations have retained the usage of the
original. The usage of these terms in the original sources and quotations will help you better
understand the perspective of the various authors.

African American

A commonly used term to identify Americans who are the descendants of people (often
slaves) from sub-Saharan Africa. In the 1950s and 60s it is estimated that the descendants
of slaves constituted approximately 97 per cent of the Black American community. The
Reverend Jesse Jackson, a key figure of the civil rights movement and later a prominent
Democratic politician, is credited with popularising the term when he ran as a presidential
candidate.

black/Black

Black, with lower case 'b; was commonly used by whites to describe African Americans
during the 1950s and 60s. From the late 1960s it appears to have become more widely used
by African Americans to describe themselves.

In the 21st century there has been a movement to use Black, with a capital ‘B: Today it is
regarded by many historians, writers and media outlets as appropriate because it denotes
the central element of identity. This can be simply understood as ‘black’ meaning colour,
while ‘Black’ is an acknowledgement of a shared cultural experience and heritage. Not all
scholars, activists or media organisations accept this usage.

Black American

In the 21st century, the term '‘Black American’ has increasingly been used to describe
American descendents of slaves and more recent Black migrants. This includes migrants
from Africa, the Caribbean and Europe. Today, approximately 9 per cent of Black people in
the United States are foreign-born.

The extent of racial segregation
and discrimination

The economic, educational and political disadvantages African Americans faced had
grown out of the period following the American Civil War, known as the Reconstruction
Era (1865-77). During the Reconstruction Era, constitutional amendments and laws
were passed that ended slavery and established the rights of African Americans as equal
citizens. This led to new opportunities for African Americans. Within 10 years, almost
700 African Americans had been elected to public office. Another 1300 held jobs in public
administration. Schools were established for African Americans, including two universities,
Fisk University and Howard University. This had angered many in the South, where a
series of discriminatory laws known as ‘Jim Crow’ laws were enacted at the local level to
undermine the federal laws passed during the Reconstruction Era. The Jim Crow laws
effectively removed African Americans’ rights. They barred African Americans from using
the same public facilities as whites and restricted their right to vote. Violence was used to
keep African Americans ‘in their place’ and deter them from attempting to overturn Jim
Crow laws. This violence was perpetrated by white extremists, such as the Ku Klux Klan
(KKK), and enabled by the police and by the courts.

While segregation was not officially practised in the northern states, the extent of racial
discrimination against African Americans meant that their lives were effectively segregated
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from the rest of American society anyway. African Americans in the northern states

still found they were denied an equal education and access to employment and housing
opportunities, condemning them to the poorest sections of the rapidly growing cities and
the lowest paid jobs in factories.

Jim Crow

The term Jim Crow' came from a song first performed in 1828 called Jump Jim Crow:

The song was written by Thomas Dartmouth Rice, a white singer who performed the song
in blackface, portraying a character called Jim Crow as a foolish and dim-witted man.

By 1838 the term Jim Crow' was used negatively to refer to African Americans.

Timeline 1.1: The extent of racial segregation and discrimination

1865 - The end of the American Civil War
= The Thirteenth Amendment
1868 - The Fourteenth Amendment
1870 - The Fifteenth Amendment
1871 = Ku Klux Klan was banned
1875 - Passage of the Civil Rights Act
1896 « The Plessy v Ferguson ruling
1909 - National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) formed
1925 .« 25 August: The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters formed

The Reconstruction Era (1865-77)

During the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln had issued the Emancipation
Proclamation (1863) to end slavery in the Confederate states. During the Reconstruction
Era, a series of laws were passed to end slavery and to protect the rights of the newly
freed. The Thirteenth Amendment (1865) to the US Constitution formally freed all slaves
throughout the United States. The Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution was
passed in 1868, which recognised African American people as citizens of the United States
and gave all citizens equal protection under the law. The Fifteenth Amendment, passed
in 1870, allowed all African American men the right to vote. Then in 1871, a series of acts
were passed, known as the Enforcement Acts (1870-71). These acts protected the rights
of African American men to vote and protected the rights of all African American people
to receive equal protection under the law. The third Enforcement Act also banned the
white extremist group the Ku Klux Klan. Finally, in 1875 the Civil Rights Act was passed.
This act guaranteed African Americans equal treatment on public transport and equal
access to public facilities such as restaurants, waiting rooms, theatres and parks.

Jim Crow laws introduced

Just as African Americans were beginning to access better educational opportunities,
wealth and political representation, the rights enshrined by the Fourteenth Amendment,
the Fifteenth Amendment and the Enforcement Acts were severely curtailed. From the late
1870s, southern states began to pass laws that separated Black and white people on public
transport and provided separate areas for Black and white people in public facilities. These

blackface

the practice of wearing makeup
to impersonate a dark-skinned
person

Emancipation Proclamation

a proclamation made in 1863
by President Abraham Lincoln,
leader of the Union during the
Civil War, which freed all slaves
in the Confederacy (though

not in the Union); designed as
a war measure to cripple the
Confederacy's war effort

Thirteenth Amendment

the amendment to the US
Constitution passed in 1865
banning slavery

Fourteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US
Constitution passed in 1868 that
ensured African American people
were included in the definition of
citizenship; prevented state and
local government bodies from
depriving a person of life, freedom
or property rights without a fair
trial; and gave all citizens equal
protection under the law

Fifteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US
Constitution passed in 1870
allowing all African American men
the right to vote and prohibited
racial discrimination in voter
registration

Civil Rights Act

legislation passed in 1875 giving
African American people equal
access to public transport and
facilities

US Supreme Court

the highest court in United States;
able to invalidate a law that
violates the US Constitution or stop
a president's Executive Orders if
they are unconstitutional
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laws were recognised by the US Supreme Court in a series of civil rights cases in 1883
and through the case Plessy v Ferguson (1896) which established that ‘separate but equal’
access to public transport and facilities was fair and did not contravene the Fourteenth
Amendment. Plessy v Ferguson effectively undermined the Civil Rights Act (1875).

Ten Southern states had passed Jim Crow laws that discriminated against African
Americans by 1910. These laws were primarily designed to keep African Americans
separate from white Americans - a practice known as segregation. While facilities were still
provided for African Americans, including schools, libraries, parks and theatres, these were
kept entirely separate from facilities provided for white Americans.

The segregation of public facilities

Since the Plessy v Ferguson ruling, segregation had been legally enforceable. States in the
South and Southwest such as Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi enforced or permitted
segregation. In other states, the practice of segregation was more varied. While states such
as California, Illinois and New York had laws in place forbidding discrimination, states such
as Kansas and New Mexico allowed some segregation. Other states such as Utah and Maine
had no laws in place that either banned or promoted segregation.

In the Southern states where segregation was enforced, there were numerous laws to
keep the races apart. Restaurants were forbidden to serve food to people of different races
in the same room. Halls, theatres, cinemas, libraries, parks, sporting grounds and other
public facilities were also segregated. If a building contained separate rooms or floors for
Black and white customers, separate entrances had to be provided. Public transport was also
segregated. There were separate areas in buses and trams, with African American people
confined to the seats and forced to use a separate entrance. Trains had separate carriages for
the different racial groups. Stations and stands also had separate areas for Black and white
people to wait. In addition, Black and white people were not allowed to play games together.
Racially mixed games of cards, dice, dominoes, checkers, pool, billiards, baseball, softball,
football and basketball were specifically banned.
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FIGURE 1.2 Segregation permeated the everyday life of Black people in the southern states, as the signs at a
bus station in Durham, North Carolina, show in 1940.
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Separate but equal?

Despite the idea that segregation, while ‘separate, was nonetheless ‘equal, the reality was
that facilities for white Americans were far superior and more accessible than facilities for
Black Americans. Signs reading ‘whites only’ and ‘no blacks allowed’ were everywhere in
the South, not only to prompt people to keep to their race’s facilities but to remind African
Americans of their racial ‘inferiority’

In addition, Jim Crow laws also included a range of measures to stop African Americans
from accessing the right to vote. The social, economic and political separation of African
Americans from the rest of American society ensured that their opportunities and freedoms
were decidedly unequal.

The nature of segregation and racial discrimination

In addition to restricting African Americans' access to public facilities, segregation in the
South also affected their access to political rights, education, employment and housing.
African Americans were deliberately prevented from voting using a range of unfair
processes. Schools and colleges were also strictly separate and designed to fit African
Americans for low-paid, menial jobs. African Americans also had restrictions on where
they could live, and were usually forced to live on the outskirts of towns. Any African
American who dared to question or rebel against this situation risked violent retaliation

from the KKK, including lynching. lynching
From around 1915, thousands of African Americans began to migrate from the South to an illegal public execution
the North to escape the confines of Jim Crow and to find work. This movement of African undertaken by a mob

Americans from the South to the North was known as the Great Migration. Unlike the
South, which was largely an agricultural society, the North was industrialised and many
African Americans believed there would be more employment opportunities. Officially,
the industrialised North did not enact Jim Crow laws, but a form of racial segregation still

FIGURE 1.3 Scott and Violet Arthur and their family arrived in Chicago on 30 August 1920, two months after
two of their sons, Irving and Hermann, were lynched in Paris, Texas.
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Nineteenth Amendment

an amendment to the US
Constitution which came into force
in 1920, giving US women the right
to vote
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existed through discrimination. A range of highly discriminatory practices in relation to
housing and employment in the North kept African Americans from accessing schools

and other facilities in well-resourced ‘white’ neighbourhoods. Moreover, there were still
numerous instances where African Americans were barred by business owners in the North
from eating at restaurants and attending theatres or cinemas in white neighbourhoods.
While the activities of the KKK were more limited in northern states, police and
neighbourhood violence against African Americans was nonetheless a feature of life.

The Great Migration

The Great Migration was the movement of six million African American people from
the South to the North that occurred between 1915 and 1970. Ninety per cent of African
Americans lived in the South in 1910; by 1970, this had fallen to 53 per cent. The Great
Migration was prompted by economic opportunities in the industrial cities of the North
and the Jim Crow laws in the South.

Voting rights
The Fifteenth Amendment (1870) had granted African American men the right to vote
and the Nineteenth Amendment (1919) enabled all American women to vote. However,
all voters were required to register at their local courthouse in order to be included
on voting rolls. Southern states imposed unfair literacy tests, poll taxes that were too
expensive for most African Americans and special clauses that advantaged white people
whose grandfathers had fought in the Civil War, in order to make sure that most African
Americans could not register, effectively stripping them of their right to vote. With
90 per cent of African Americans living in the South in 1900, the Jim Crow laws had
a significant impact on the majority of African American people. In Louisiana only
0.5 per cent of African American men remained on the voting rolls by 1910. In North
Carolina, African Americans had been eliminated from voter rolls entirely by 1904.
By the 1950s, only 3 per cent of African Americans were registered to vote across the South.
It was easier for African Americans to access the right to vote in Northern states, but some
Northern states still imposed measures that restricted the access of African Americans and
poor whites alike, including poll taxes and literacy tests.

This meant that most African Americans were left without any political voice. Moreover,
since those who were not registered to vote were also unable to serve on a jury, they could
not influence court cases involving African American victims or perpetrators.

Education

Eighteen states in the United States segregated education. In these states, local school
boards spent between five and 10 times as much on white students as they did on
African American students. Typically, classes for African American children were held
in dilapidated school buildings. They were overcrowded, poorly resourced and taught by
teachers who had little training themselves. The curriculum of most African American
schools in the South was very limited, teaching only basic literacy and numeracy.

Very few African American children who finished primary school in the 1930s had
the chance to attend high school or university. In 1932, fewer than 10 per cent of African
Americans completed four years of high school. Hardly any African American high schools
offered science courses or had courses in foreign languages, music or art. This had barely
improved by the 1950s when just 12 per cent of African American adults had completed
four years of high school, compared with nearly 40 per cent of whites. The segregation
of schools made it very difficult for African Americans to improve their living standards
through education and access to better paid jobs. Instead, disadvantage was perpetuated
from one generation to the next.
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FIGURE 1.4 Students in the schoolroom at White Plains Negro School, Georgia, 1941

Employment

While slaves had been freed at the end of the Civil War, labour was still needed on the
South’s plantations. Southern landowners devised a system that bound their former slaves
to work the land in return for a meagre wage. Under this system, known as ‘sharecropping),
African Americans worked on farms for a one-third share of the crops. Poor white people
also became sharecroppers under this system.

Sharecroppers made as little as 65 cents per day. This was mainly because plantation
owners found ways to take control of their sharecroppers’ income. Plantation owners set
up small stores on the plantation which sold fuel, food, clothing and other household items
to their sharecroppers. Sharecroppers then purchased items from the stores on credit, at an
interest rate of 10 per cent, to be paid out of the crop they harvested. The limited education
available in the South for African Americans was designed to ensure that they were only fit
for low-paid, menial jobs, such as sharecropping or as domestic servants for white families.
It also allowed the system of sharecropping and domestic service to continue. For 90 per ce<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>