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Thanks for choosing Positive Action Bible Curriculum. We trust God will use
the study of His Word this year to bring you closer to Himself. It’s our prayer

that this curriculum will help give you a clearer view of His majesty.

This electronic workbook uses an open, portable document format (PDF)
that doesn' include the kind of restrictions or limitations you may find

in other textbooks. We chose this format so that we could distribute

our materials as widely as possible, even in countries where some digital
marketplaces are currently unavailable. This method also allows us to avoid
distribution fees and revenue splits with a third party. As a nonprofit Christian
publisher, we'd like to keep prices as low as possible and invest what you

spend back into producing more studies and resources for ministry.

Please feel free to copy and back up these files for your own personal use.
Transfer them between your devices, print them, and keep them in your
library for as long as youd like. We'd only ask that you read and respect the
terms of your end user license agreement, which asks that you limit the use

of these files to those students for whom you have purchased licenses.

If you have any questions about using our digital curriculum, be sure to check
out our digital curriculum introduction. If you can't find an answer there, or

if you have any other concerns, comments, or suggestions, feel free to email us

at info@positiveaction.org. Wed love to hear from you!

Have a fantastic year!

For His glory,
The Positive Action Team



Foreword

Jesus Christ stands apart from every other historical figure. He has
changed the course of humanity more than anyone else. Over the past
two millennia, Jesus’ work has been scrutinized, explained, and debated
by an army of scholars. We have more books about Christ than we could
ever read, with countless articles and essays that detail ancient history,
customs, and events. In the history of the church, teachers and preachers
have offered innumerable glimpses into the many-faceted life of this Jesus

from Nazareth.

Yet it is still easy to think of Christ as an invisible, impersonal God, one
far away somewhere in space. This study on the life of Christ, however,
can help you envision the personal Jesus. As you work through this book,
you can share food with Jesus on the hillside and laugh with Him at the
marriage feast in Cana. As you journey to Jerusalem on rugged roads, dust
may sting your eyes and thicken on your blistered feet. Through a dry,
choked throat, you might ask Him to stop and rest a little.

We hope you'll roam along the coast of Galilee, see the bright wildflowers,
and soak up the shimmering sea. You can walk among the bustling
mothers, laughing children, and humming fishermen. You can hear the
dogs yapping at the seagulls. As the blue sky of a sunlit afternoon deepens
into the fiery red of evening, you can make camp by His side in a peaceful
pasture. You can hear Him shift to a more comfortable position on the
ground with a muffled yawn. You can awaken in the night to the sound of

His voice speaking to a man named Nicodemus.

Then, as you follow Him into the city of Jerusalem, you can see people
swarm around Him and block His way. The sick will throw themselves in
His path, grasping at His clothing and calling for help: “Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!”



Others will hide their faces. You can see His kind eyes glisten as a smile

creases His tanned face.

Finally, your heart may pound and your limbs may shake as soldiers come

to arrest Jesus and lead Him away as a lamb to the slaughter.

We trust this study will help you see Jesus as a real, living person. We hope
you see Him face to face and understand His heart. We pray that you get
to know Him personally. As you meditate on His words, you may find
yourself admiring Him, identifying with Him, and taking pride in Him.

Above all, we hope you'll develop a deeper love for Christ, built on an
appreciation for His work and His message. As you struggle to follow Him
and fulfill His commission, you can find strength in His words and hope

in His promised return.

Scripture Readings

Each chapter includes a Scripture passage for you to read before answering
questions or completing an exercise. Study the selected references carefully

and follow along as your teacher presents the lesson.
Recommended Memorization

After this Foreword, you'll find a list of recommended Scripture verses to

memorize. Your teacher may ask you to write the text from memory.
Introductory Readings

Chapters begin with a brief reading that introduces the topics covered in
your Bible study or the teacher’s lesson. Compare these pages to the truth
of Scripture and consider any personal applications that you could make

from the material.
Student Work

Each chapter includes a handful of questions to help place you in the
story of Christ. Take time to consider the perspective of the disciples, the
Pharisees, or the multitudes as you investigate for yourself just who this

Jesus is.

Some questions may challenge you, but don’t give up if you find them
difficult at first. You may not find all the answers in Scripture, and some




Vi

questions will seem impossible until after your teacher works through
the lesson. Know that these exercises are not designed to give you correct
answers right away. Instead, they can help you engage your mind, wrestle
with the Word, and discover God’s truth.

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Each chapter includes space for you to take notes on the teacher’s lesson.
You'll find a duplicate of the lesson outline with blanks to fill in. You may

also wish to take additional notes in the margins.
Assignments /Fill in the Gaps

Some chapters will include extra assignments that ask you to study passages
to gather more information about the lesson topic. For example, you may
need to check the other Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—to gather
details that John does not include. These sections can give you a more

complete picture Christ’s of earthly ministry.
Digging Deeper

At the end of each chapter is a list of ways to dive deep into related topics.
Activities include readings from books, in-depth studies of certain figures,
personal reflections, creative projects, and other exercises. Your teacher may

assign these at his or her discretion.



1 Romans 154
2 John 20:31

3 John 1:1-3
4 John 1:10-12
5 John 1:14

6 John 1:27

7 John 1:41

8 John 2:4

9 John 2:19
10 John 3:3,6, 16-20
11 John 4:13-14
12 John 4:35
13 John 5:8-9
14 John 5:24
15 John 6:5-6
16 John 6:27
17 John 6:35, 37
18 John 7:17
19 John 7:38
20 John 8:12, 32
21 John 9:4
22 John 10:9-10
23 John 10:27-29
24 John 11:25-26
25 John 12:7-8
26 John 12:24-25
27 John 12:46, 48
28 John 13:34-35
29 John 14:1-3
30 John 15:4-5,7
31 John 17:14-18
32 John 18:36
33 John 19:11
34 John 20:29
35 John 21:22
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An Introduction to
the Gospel of John

All of the other apostles were dead. John was the last of the original Twelve
who could give an apostle’s eyewitness account of Christ’s life on Earth.
Heresies about Christ were creeping into the church. In light of these facts,
John’s writings could not only present a true account of what Christ had

done, but also combat the false teachings about His life and doctrines.

But John’s primary reason for writing his Gospel was different. He stated in
John 20:30: “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book...” But his purpose was not to
tell what Christ did. In fact, John chose to write about only seven of Christ’s
miracles. Rather, it was to tell who Christ is, as is stated in vs. 31: “But these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;

and that believing ye might have life through His name.”

We are about to embark on a study of one of the most precious, most
important, and most powerful books of the Bible. Although the vocabulary
and style of writing used by its author are simple, leading some scholars to
refer to it as the “simple Gospel,” his simple style and elementary vocabulary
are a bit deceptive because the Gospel of John is the most profound of the
four Gospels. Its message is so theologically deep in some places that Bible
scholars have studied it for centuries in attempts to understand fully its

meaning and implications, and they still dont know it all.

CHAPTER ONE
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Various scholars have referred to the Gospel of John as “the heart of Christ.”
D. A. Hayes called it “the worthy and adequate picture of the life of Jesus
among men.” A. T. Pierson said, “John leads us past the veil into the Holy
of Holies.” Jerome said, “John excels in the depths of divine mysteries.”

Although the book recounts the events of the ministry of Christ, it also
teaches some very profound doctrines that provide the heart of the gospel
of salvation. In his Gospel, John states a glorious principle: people’s souls
can be saved by believing in Christ and His atoning work on the Cross.
John reveals a glorious person: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, God in the
flesh. Although this doctrine of the deity of Christ is in the forefront of the
book, it does not lose sight of the humanity of Christ. But John’s Gospel
also shows a glorious privilege: one can have eternal life through believing
on Jesus Christ.

Other interesting facts concerning the book of John include the following.

*  Surprisingly for a book with the deity of Christ as its theme, the

name Jesus is used more often than the name Chrisz.

*  The word Jew occurs more than sixty times in John.

W
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*  The word believe is used almost one hundred times in John,
whereas it appears only about forty times in the other three

Gospels.
*  The word faith does not occur even once in John.

*  Eternal life appears thirty-five times in John but only twelve times
in the other Gospels.

The Gospel of John is one of four books in the Bible that depict the life of
Christ. Of the four Gospels, John’s message is the most profound, its task
and purpose the loftiest, and its passages among the most treasured. Before
we begin our study of the book of John, however, we must consider some
of the background of the book so as to better understand what we do study.

The date when the book of John was written has been much disputed.
(A sampling of sources indicate the following suggested dates: A.D. 150
“or a little earlier” [Oxford], “late first century” [Thompson], A.D. 90-94
[Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown], about A.D. 90 [Eerdman’s Dictionary], and
not later than A.D. 85-90 [Unger].) Interestingly, those who think that the
book was written sometime well into the second century would eliminate
John the Apostle as its author because he would have been long dead! More
recent discoveries, however, affirm the date of the Gospel’s writing to be
during the last quarter of the first century, probably around A.D. 80-90
(see note at right). In fact, the oldest surviving copy of any portion of
Scripture is a fragment from John’s Gospel.

)
» Read John 21:20, 24. According to these verses, who clearly wrote
this Gospel?

S
¥ According to Luke 6:14-16, who were the disciples?

(Note that Bartholomew was probably the same person as the man called
Nathanael in John 1:45.)

During the 1800s an influential group of
liberal theologians in Germany began to
question whether the Apostle John actu-
ally wrote the Gospel that bears his name.
They believed that the book was not writ-
ten until A.D. 160 or later. In 1934 C. H.
Roberts noticed that a small shred of
ancient paper in a famous library con-
tained a few verses from John's Gospel.
When he studied the style of the Greek
writing, he discovered that it matched
the style used in Egypt in the first half of
the second century (A.D. 100-150). Since
John was written from Ephesus, several
hundred miles away from Egypt, John's
original must have been written some
time earlier. This 2.5” by 3.5” fragment,
designated “P52," is the oldest surviving
manuscript of the New Testament discov-
ered to date, and it provides important
evidence that the Gospel of John is an
eyewitness account of the life of Jesus
Christ.

CHAPTERONE | 5



How We Got Our Bible

No one has discovered the original
copies of Scripture written by John,
Paul, and others, but at this time we
possess about 5,300 handwritten
copies of different portions of Scrip-
ture. Some of these manuscripts are
as old as the second century A.D.
The oldest manuscripts have been
found in the warm, dry climates of
Northern Africa and Palestine, but
the vast majority of what we have
today were created in Eastern Europe
and Turkey in the ninth century or
later.

At first, individual believers labored
over their work, using primitive ink
pens to write on stretched animal
skins or paper made from reeds.
Later, when the number of Christians
grew, the demand for more copies
led to the development of scriptori-
ums. In these rooms, one man read
from the manuscript while several
copyists recorded the words, thereby
making new copies. These scriptori-
ums were most common around
Byzantium, the capital of the Eastern
Empire (today’s Istanbul, Turkey). In
Byzantium, Greek was still the dom-
inant language, so the Church ag-
gressively produced copies in the
original language of the New Testa-
ment.

The number of copies of Scripture
we have today is overwhelming com-
pared to all the other pieces of lit-
erature written about the same time
as the New Testament. Although
none of these manuscripts match
perfectly because of human copying
errors, the level of agreement far
exceeds other ancient writings. Al-
most all of these inconsistencies are
obvious and easily corrected. These
manuscripts prove that our Bible is
a reliable record of the inspired Scrip-
tures, preserved by God.

6 | THELIFE OF CHRIST

The author of this Gospel was one of those twelve men, but he never
used his own name in his Gospel account. We can, however, by process of
elimination, determine who the author was not.

)
7" Read the following verses and write the names of the disciples who

»

could 7oz have written this Gospel:

*  John 1:40—

*  John 1:41—

*  John 1:43—

*  John 1:45—

*  John 6:70-71—
e John 11:16—

*  John 14:22—

7" Eliminating these men leaves only five possibilities. Who are
they?

7 It must be one of the seven disciples in John 21:2, but of those
men, three mentioned by name we have already eliminated. That
leaves four, two of whom are identified as the sons of Zebedee.
Who are those two men?

The other two are simply called “two other of His disciples.”

S
/7 Read John 21:2-7. Was the disciple whom Jesus loved one of these

four?

So, this exercise gives us a good idea of who the author of this Gospel
was. We conclude that John was the author because he is the most likely
possibility among the five remaining disciples. All the historical accounts
point to John. The most compelling is that Ignatius knew Polycarp, and
Polycarp studied under John. Ignatius wrote that Polycarp said John had
written the Gospel.

)
» Based on your reading of the following verses, record the instances
in which the author of this Gospel refers to himself by stating the event, the

circumstances, and what he was doing,.

*  John 1:37-41



(In this passage, the author records the name of only one of the two
disciples, the unnamed one being the author himself.)

*  John 13:23

* John 18:15-16

*  John 19:16-27

*  John 20:2-10

* John21:2,7, 20,24

To understand the Gospel of John properly, we must understand the
thinking patterns of the people to whom it was written.

Gnosticism

Gnosticism (pronounced nos’-ti-sis-im) was a rapidly developing
philosophy in John’s day. Gnostics believed that God was absolutely good
and that matter was absolutely evil. A good God, they taught, could not
create evil matter, so there must be other beings descending from God in a
chain. These beings were called acons (pronounced ay’-ons), and each one
had a little less deity than the one above it. The last acon they called Christ.

The Gnostics were divided into two groups, the Docetists and the
Cerenthians. The Docetists taught that Christ did not have a flesh-and-
blood body; He only seemed to have one. The Cerenthians, however, taught
that Christ neither was born nor died. They believed that the acon Christ

came upon Jesus at His baptism and left Him at the Cross.

CHAPTER ONE
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

The Mosaic System

The Mosaic system of laws and regulations influenced the thinking of the
people of John’s day. The Jews followed the Old Testament Law of Moses
and rejected the idea that the Messiah would establish salvation for the
whole world. Instead, He was to come for only the Jews. This view, of
course, explains why the Jewish rulers were so upset at Jesus’ teaching
that “God so loved the world . . . that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” Such teaching opened the door of

salvation to everyone, Gentiles (non-Jews) as well as Jews.
John’s Attack

In his Gospel, John attacked the popular thinking of the time. In the first
eighteen verses of his Gospel, he served notice that both Gnosticism and
the reliance upon the Mosaic system for salvation were incompatible with

Christian doctrine.

b J
?  Read John 1:1-3. How did John attack the Gnostic idea of a

creator being who was less than God but more than man?

»

7 How did John answer the Docetic beliefs in John 1:1-14?

¥ How did John prove that the Mosaic system was replaced by Christ
in John 1:1-18?

¥ What did John write about the Jewish belief that Christ was to

come for only the Jews?

, Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Place of John in the New Testament
¢ One of the four
¢ One of the books of the New Testament

* The book of the New Testament



The Contents of John
* Different from the
*  Answers the questions posed by the
* Who is this great King?
*  Who is this great Servant?

*  Who is this great Man?

The Unique Characteristics of John
* John emphasizes
* John records only miracles.
* John focuses on Judea rather than on
* John emphasizes Jesus’ own concerning Himself.

* John is not trying to prove Christ’s SO
much as he is letting Jesus Christ prove His own

The Application of the Gospel of John

*  Jesus Christ ought to be more real to each of us, and we should love

and admire Him more than ever before.

*  Jesus Christ is more than a fact in history. He still lives! He longs
for us to know Him, not just to know about Him.

Matthew
Portrait of )
Christ King Servant Man
Prominent Straightway
Words Fulfilled Firnedlisiily Son of Man
Audience Jews Romans Greeks
Emphasis Deity
Outstanding . Details of Birth
. Sermons Miracles o
Sections and Crucifixion
Basic .
Characteristics Spplifiive
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

A Digging Deeper

1.

Conduct a study of the life of John the Apostle. Specifically, describe
his position among the other eleven disciples and his relationship to
Christ. Write a brief biography of John. Include in the biography in-
formation concerning other books of the New Testament he wrote
and the circumstances surrounding them. (You might want to con-
sult such resources as Herbert Lockyer’s book A/l the Men of the Bible
[Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1958], pp. 196-197.)

Select one major incident in the life and ministry of Christ, then
consult a harmony of the Gospels (e.g., Benjamin Davies, ed., Har-
mony of the Gospels [Greenville, S.C.: BJU Press, 1976]), compar-
ing and contrasting the four authors’ accounts of that event. Re-
port your findings to the class.

Conduct a more detailed study of Gnosticism, describing its major
points. Show on a two-column chart how each major teaching of
that philosophy is unscriptural. (In the first column, write the be-
lief of the Gnostics; in the second column, write out the verses of
Scripture that refute that belief.)

Obtain a harmony of the Gospels, a book such as that suggested
in item 2 of this list of activities which compares and contrasts the
four Gospel accounts, for use during our study of John. You will
find it helpful in putting together a complete picture of Christ’s

ministry on Earth.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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2
The Purpose of
John’s Gospel

In this lesson, we probe deeper into the reason why John wrote this Gospel
and get an overview of the topics he emphasizes in the book. (You read a

little about his reason in the introduction to the preceding lesson.)

Purpose

)
/7 John stated his reason for writing the book in John 20:30-31. Why
did he record these events?

Selective evidence

b
/¥ John was selective in what he included in his book. According to
John 20:30-31 and 21:25, did he record everything that Jesus
did?

He chose only those signs that magnified adequately the deity of Christ
(i.e., the fact that He was God).

b
7 John recorded seven key miracles by Christ. Read the following
passages and write down beside the reference the miracle of Christ
that John reported.

CHAPTERTWO
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

*  John 2:1-11

*  John 4:46-54

*  John 5:1-27

*  John 6:1-14

*  John 6:15-21

*  John 9:1-41

*  John 11:1-57

Eleven times the Lord used the peculiar phrase / AM (the name
of Jehovah and a claim to deity). These eleven uses of that phrase
or name reveal fourteen different things the Christ claimed to be.

Read the following passages and write down what each reveals.

*  John 4:25-26—1 AM the J
*  John 6:35—“ AM the J
* John 8:58—"“Before [ AM.”
¢ John 9:5—“TAM 7
*  John 10:7—“T AM J
* John 10:11—“1 AM
¢ John 11:25—“T AM
*  John 13:13—“Ye call me J
*  John 14:6—“1 AM >
*  John 15:1—T AM 7
*  John 18:5—“I AM He,” meaning

John recorded the testimony of seven people who stated that Jesus
was God. Look up each of the following verses. For each verse,

name the person who stated Christ’s deity and summarize his or

her testimony of Christ’s deity. (Note: Be sure to distinguish the

« »

g")

difference between the person in “a” and the one in



a.John 1:34

b. John 1:49

c.John 6:69

d.John 10:36

e. John 11:27

f. John 20:28

g.John 20:31

7 According to John 20:31, what active response must men have to
the doctrine of the deity of Jesus?

7 What are the results of their taking this action?

7 Forms of the word “believe” appear nearly one hundred times in
the Gospel of John. The words /ive or /ife also occur fifty-two times
in the book. Merely knowing about and being convinced of the
deity of Christ is not enough; one must Him
as his or her personal Lord and Savior (John 1:12), trusting Him
for eternal life. This is the purpose for which John wrote his Gospel.
Therefore, it is an excellent book to use in witnessing.

The Synoptic Gospels

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called the “Synoptic Gospels.” The word
synoptic means “to see together.” These three books contain much of the

same material, even though each book was written for a different purpose.

CHAPTERTWO | 15
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST

(Refer to the chart used in Lesson 1 for a comparison/contrast of the
various Gospels.) According to Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, “All
three agree extensively in the order of the events they describe” and “in
the stories and traditions they share in common.” Also, all three of them
focus on Christ’s Galilean ministry. The book of John, however, supplies
information not given in the other three Gospels, thereby complementing,

or completing, the biblical picture of Christ.

John was written after the Synoptic Gospels

John was written after the Synoptic Gospels. Even where John parallels
the Synoptic Gospels, the author includes details not found in the other
three Gospels. The majority of John deals with the Judean and Jerusalem
ministry of Christ, which is not mentioned in the Synoptic Gospels. (The
Synoptic Gospels record only one visit of Jesus to Jerusalem, which is when
His enemies crucified Him.) John, however, supplies the missing details,
describing four additional visits of Christ to Jerusalem (spring, A.D. 29;
spring, A.D. 30; fall, A.D. 31; and winter, A.D. 31) before His final visit
there.

John centers on major Jewish feasts

The Gospel of John is built around the major feasts of the Jews. These feasts
were the reasons why Christ was in Jerusalem on each of those occasions.
These feasts, combined with John's use of the phrase #he next day, are also good
reference points for understanding the order in which the events of the book
occurred. John presents the events logically and chronologically and places

great emphasis on geographic locations in which the events took place.

John completes the Gospels’ scope of Christ’s ministry

Taken together, the four Gospels present the entire scope of Christ’s earthly

ministry in Judea, Jerusalem, and Galilee.

John shows us the time of Christ’s ministry

The primary month of Christ’s greatest ministry was the period that we call
March—April, which the Jews called NVisan. Nisan was the first month of
the Hebrew calendar (see Neh. 2:1; Esther 3:7).

A timeline and outline of the Gospel of John will help us understand the
book. The timeline in the appendix will be helpful as you study through
each lesson. Know the eight major divisions of the outline in the chart on

the facing page.



The timelines

Found on pages 276-277.

The outline

Topic/Event Scripture Passages Lessons in the Textbook
A.Prologue John 1:1-34 4-6
B. F|r.st.Months of Christ’s John 135211 7.8
Ministry

C. Flr.st.YearofChrlsts John 2:17-4:54 9-12
Ministry

D.Sgcgnd Year of Christ's John 5:1-47 1314
Ministry

E. Th|rq Year of Christ's John 6:1-10:39 15.23
Ministry

F. Final Three Months of ; ;
Christ’s Earthly Life dohnN(o:508 o 2

G.Last Six Days of Christ’s John 11:47-19:42 25.33
Earthly Life

H. Resurrection and Post-
resurrection Appearances John 20:1-21:25 34-35
of Christ

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

x

The Purpose of John’s Gospel

John'’s Two-fold Purpose
* To cause us to believe that Jesus is the (20:31)

* To show us how to obtain life through His (20:31)

CHAPTERTWO | 17
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The Four Passovers

*  Passover one—A.D. 29: Jesus is Lord of the
(John 2:13-14)

e Passover two—A.D. 30: Jesus is Lord of the (John
5:1)

e DPassover three—A.D. 31: Jesus did not attend (John 6:4)

*  DPassover four—A.D. 32: Jesus is Lord of (John 18-19)

The Timeline of John’s Gospel
* 'The dates of Christ’s ministry
e The first three months (fall of A.D. 28)
*  The first year (beginning with our January, A.D. 29)
*  The second year (A.D. 30)
*  'The third year (A.D. 31)
*  The last months (January to March/April, A.D. 32)
* The dates of the events that John records
*  Gaps of between chapters and verses
*  The bulk of John’s Gospel
*  Deals mostly with the month

*  Deals mostly with the year A.D.

*  Chapters 13-20 deal with the last of Christs life
Lessons for Our Lives
*  Christ is the central in history.
*  The cross and resurrection is the central in history.

*  Salvation by faith alone in Christ alone is the central

in history.

*  Proclamation of the gospel is the central of

believers.



Digging Deeper

1.

Research and report on the Passover. What did it symbolize? When
was it instituted? What did it foreshadow in the ministry of Christ?
In what ways is the Passover like the Lord’s Supper? (Consult Vic-
tor Buksbazen, “Passover and the Lord’s Supper,” in 7he Gospel in
the Feasts of Israel for details on this topic.)

Select one of the miracles of Christ for closer study. Describe it and

compare/contrast it with other miracles that He performed.
Compare and contrast the “I AM’s” of Christ.

Using the timeline as a basis, prepare a summary of other “secu-
lar” events that were occurring throughout the known world at the
time of the life of Christ. As part of your summary, explain how the
Scriptures (specifically Gal. 4:4) can truthfully say that Christ’s first
coming to Earth was “in the fullness of time.” What was going on
in the world that made this the ideal time for the appearance of the
Messiah?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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The Geographic and
Political Situation at
the Time of Christ’s
Ministry

Whenever some students see the word geography, they cringe, thinking that
the subject is boring and impractical. In reality, geography is important for
one to understand events of history, especially events in the time of Christ
during His earthly ministry. But gaining an understanding of geography

can actually be fun too!

Consider, for example, the following interesting facts about one geographic

feature of Palestine, the Dead Sea.

e “If a canal were cut to the Mediterranean Sea [from the Dead Sea],
the ocean would run in, instead of the Dead Sea running out” (Jesse
L. Hurlbut, A Bible Atlas: A Manual of Biblical Geography and History
[New York: Rand McNally, 1944]).

It receives more than six million tons of water daily from the Jordan

River and other smaller rivers.

e After a very rainy season, it will be fifteen feet deeper and a mile

longer than usual.

CHAPTER THREE
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The Dead Sea is one of Israel’s most defining
physical features. About one-third larger in
geographic area than New York City, the
Dead Sea is the lowest point on the earth’s
surface, almost 1,300 feet below sea level.
Some factors indicate that the topography
around the sea may have changed over the
last 2,000 to 4,000 years, and the water
level may have been even lower in Abra-
ham’s day. It is the saltiest natural body of
water on the planet, almost twice as saline
as the Great Salt Lake and eight to ten times
as saline as the world's oceans.

A rift in the earth’s crust makes this region
quite unstable. Earthquakes are common-
place. Many Bible scholars believe that God
used volcanic activity in this area to judge
Sodom and Gomorrha for their wickedness.
It is possible that these cities are buried at
the bottom of the sea.

In some areas around the sea, people find
the stench overwhelming, thanks to high
concentrations of minerals like magnesium,
sulfur, potassium, calcium, and bromide
salts, which arise from hot springs under
the water. Since the sea has no outlet, the
water evaporates, leaving thick deposits.
Although these minerals have tremendous
potential value, it is so expensive to extract
them that the resources remain virtually
untapped. Drinking the water in any sig-
nificant quantity can prove fatal, but the
taste is so repulsive that few people would
try.

22 | THE LIFE OF CHRIST

*  Evaporation is so great that at times it creates dense clouds.

*  “The water is nauseous to the taste and oily to the touch, leaving
upon the skin, when it dries, a thick crust of salt” (Merrill E Unger,
Unger’s Bible Dictionary [Chicago: Moody Press, 1967)].

*  “It’s buoyance is so great that it is difficult to sink the limbs deep

enough for swimming” (ibid.).

The Gospels are filled with references to other similarly interesting places,

all of them connected in some way with the ministry of Christ.

A thorough understanding of the land of Palestine will help one to
understand the life and ministry of Christ on Earth. Its distinct geographic
features and political realities provide the background of His life.
Visualizing and tracing His ministry throughout the land enhances our
appreciation for what Christ did for us. Refer to each of the maps in the

appendix as you progress through this study of the book of John.



Use the cross-section below to answer the following questions.

.
7 'The physical characteristics (terrain and bodies of water) of Israel

may be divided into five features running eastward from the

Mediterranean Sea. List the five features in the following blanks:

1. Jordan River North of Sea of Galilee

2
3
4.
5

nJ X

@ What river runs north to south through Israel?
b ]

v

What two lakes (called “seas”) are found there? Mount Hermon

@ 'The Shephelah is the region of gradually rising hills between the
coastal region and the Cis-Jordan Hills. Israel has two ranges of
hills, the Cis-Jordan Hills and the Hills.

@ What land region contains most of the cities, including Jerusalem,

that Christ visited during His earthly ministry?

@ 'The highest point in Israel is Mount Hermon, which is 9,232 feet
in elevation. Jerusalem is feet above sea level. Just

miles from Jerusalem is the lowest piece of land on Earth,

the shore of the Dead Sea, which is feet below
sea level.
Mediterranean Coastal Plain Shephelah Cis-Jordan Hills Jordan Valley Trans-Jordan Hills

3,000 Feet
~—— Jerusalem 2,680 Feet

—

e —1,292 Feet

Dead Sea
———— 2,500 Feet

A\ Scale of Miles
I = = 1 ee—— — I I e T
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

CHAPTERTHREE | 23



24

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Israel’s climate is best described as variable. Extreme differences in altitude
in such a small country guarantee widely varying temperatures. When
snow is falling in Jerusalem, tourists might be basking under the sun in

90-degree temperatures at the Dead Sea.

Generally speaking, the country has two seasons—warm, dry summers and

mild, wet winters. The rainy season lasts from November through March.

The average temperature in Jerusalem ranges from 50 degrees in January to
85 degrees in August. Galilee is pleasant in the summer, whereas the Dead

Sea is a scorching 100-110 degrees during that season.

Palestine comprises three major areas: Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. Other
surrounding areas that Jesus visited during his earthly ministry include

Perea, Decapolis, and Bashan (see map on page 271).
Widespread ministry

The Gospels mention about twenty-one cities that Christ visited or

mentioned by name. Study the map to learn the locations of those cities.
Christ’s itinerary

b
¥ Following is a list of verses that record parts of Christ’s itinerary

(schedule of activities). Read each verse and then try to visualize




Christ making the trip by donkey or on foot. Record details about

the geography of each place and the mileage involved.

John 4:1-5

John 4:43-46

John 4:54-5:1

Why did the Bible say that Christ went up to Jerusalem when

He actually traveled south?

John 10:40

John 10:40-11:1-17

John 11:54

During Christ’s life on Earth, several different Roman rulers governed

various political regions of Palestine. The following table lists those rulers,

the territories they governed, and the dates of their rule.

Judea and Samaria

Herod the Great (43-4 B.C)
Archelaus (4 BLC~A.D. 6)

Procurators
Coponius | Pontius Pilate | Ambivius (A.D. 26-36)
Rufus | Gratus

Galilee and Perea

Herod Antipas (4 B.C.-A.D. 39)
(Killed John the Baptist)

[turea and Trachonitis
(northeast of the Sea of Philip (4 B.C-AD. 34)
Galilee)

CHAPTER THREE
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. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Size and Location of Israel

*  North to South miles long; East to West to
miles wide
e It has been called the of the world

Physical Features: The Perfect Country

e Varied
e Varied
e Varied

Political Division of the Land
* Three major areas:
*  Roman provinces
*  Judea and Samaria
*  Galilee and Perea
* Iturea and Trachonitis
*  Decapolis
Geographical Divisions
¢ The Coastal Plain
* 'The Shephelah
¢ The Cis-Jordan Hills
¢ 'The Jordan Valley
¢ The Trans-Jordan Hills
Cities
*  Christ visited cities.

¢ Most were located in the
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Dead Sea: A Picture of Many Christians

When fresh water flows in, but nothing flows out . . .

We lose our and
We become and

We produce no life, and our soul

Digging Deeper

1.

Report on one of the following geographic features of Israel:
*  Dead Sea

*  Jordan River

*  Sea of Galilee

*  Shephelah

Using modeling clay or plaster of Paris, build a scale 3-D model of
Israel, showing each of the major geographic features discussed in

the lesson.

Make a chart comparing and contrasting Israel to your state in such
information categories as area, population, resources, crops, prod-

ucts, climate, etc.

Explain how the geographic and political situations in modern Is-
rael still cause that nation to be the focus of world attention. What
is at the heart of the Palestinian/Israeli conflict? Using Scripture

and other credible sources, trace the history of that conflict.

Draw a color map of Israel, identifying each of the various political
divisions of Palestine during the time of Christ and locating each

major city of the time.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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4
The Preexistence

of Christ

When we begin studying someone’s life, we usually look first at their birth.

In Scripture, for example, writers included details about the origins of

major figures:

Adam came from the dust of the ground, and God breathed into
him the breath of life (Gen. 2:7).

Moses was born in Egypt to the Israelite slave Jochebed and her
husband Amram (Exo. 2:1-2; 6:20).

Samuel was born after God heard Hannah’s prayer for a child
(1 Sam. 1:20).

Esther was an orphan raised by her cousin Mordecai (Esther 2:5-7).

But when and where do we begin studying Jesus? Do we start with
His birth in Bethlehem?

John starts his Gospel at a much more distant “beginning”—that is,

before the creation of the universe itself. According to John 1:1-3, before

anything else came into being, Someone called “the Word” was with God

and indeed was God Himself. This Word participated in creation, and His

name is Jesus. As Paul echoes later, all things were made by Christ, who is

the very image of God and the precursor to creation (Col. 1:15-17).

These descriptions of Jesus are not unique to the New Testament. They

match Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah.

CHAPTER FOUR
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The prophet Micah foretold that in Bethlehem would be born a special
Ruler who came from ancient times past (Mic. 5:2). According to this
prophecy, the Messiah would arrive someday, but He somehow already

existed.

When Isaiah wrote about the Messiah, he called Jesus things like “Mighty
God” and “Everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6). These titles could only describe
an eternal, divine being. To Isaiah, the Messiah was one and the same with

God, who has lived forever.

Taken together, these passages offer us two important truths:
1. Jesus Christ existed long before His birth in Bethlehem.

2. Jesus is one with God, who created all things.

We must accept these doctrines in order to trust Jesus’ teaching and
sacrifice. If Jesus had a beginning, He is not God. And if Jesus is not God,

we cannot believe His claims.

Many years after writing his Gospel, John wrote the book of Revelation.
Here he recorded a vision of Jesus, who declared Himself the “Alpha” and
“Omega’ (22:13). Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet, and omega
is the last. Jesus is “the Beginning and the End.” As Eternal God, He lives

above time. He always was and always will be (1:8).

Christians refer to this teaching as the eternality or preexistence of Christ.

We therefore view Jesus’ birth not as His beginning, but as the beginning
of His life on Earth. He lived before Mary conceived Him.

Jesus Christ is God. He existed before all things. He is co-Creator with the

Father and the Holy Spirit, and He sustains all of creation.



Student Work
Read John 1:1-13.

b
’af

S
'#

b g
v

»

What do you think the “beginning” is in verse 1?

Jehovah’s Witnesses publish a Bible called the New World
Translation. It translates John 1:1, “the Word was 2 God” [empbhasis
added]. This translation violates an absolute law of Greek grammar.

How does it affect what people believe about who Jesus is?

John was sent to testify to the light so that all might believe.
According to the passage, do all believe? What does
this say about the claims of some religious leaders that there are

multiple ways to God and that everyone will get to heaven?

What are the false ways in verse 13 that people follow hoping to

gain salvation?

What does it mean in verse 13 that people are born spiritually “of
God™?

Does this truth say anything about our ability to accomplish
salvation for ourselves?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The

of Christ’s Preexistence

The doctrine stated by John (1:1)

The doctrine supported by other Scripture

CHAPTER FOUR
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The

The doctrine denied by some
* An idea in eternity past
* A man during thirty-three years on Earth
* A memory in the mind of God throughout eternity future
The importance of Christ’s preexistence
of Christ’s Preexistence

Distinct from God (1:1)
Truly God (John 20:28)
The Creator (1:3)
Majesty (1:4)

in His Preexistence (1:10-12)
Unknown by some (vs. 10)
Refused by some (vs. 11)

Received by some (vs. 12)

M Digging Deeper

1.

Write a two-page paper explaining why it is important that Christ
be both God and man rather than merely God or merely man.
Why is this doctrine essential to His deity and His ability to pay
the penalty for all our sin?

Using a concordance, conduct a study of all of the “I AMs” of Jesus
Christ.

Read and report on Stanley Rosenthal’s book One God or Three?

Write two paragraphs explaining the Greek word /logos, which is
translated “Word” in John 1. Describe two or three ways that an-
cient Greeks used this term. Why do you think John used /ogos to

refer to Jesus?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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5
The Incarnation

of Christ

It’s the traditional Christmas story.

Little baby Jesus was born in a manger. The angels sang, announcing His
birth. The shepherds came and worshipped Him. The star shone brightly
over the house in Bethlehem, and the wise men followed it, bringing Him
gold, frankincense, and myrrh in worship. Everyone went away rejoicing,

but Mary pondered these events quietly in her heart.

We enjoy the story. It gives us a warm, fuzzy feeling inside at the holiday
season. We listen to the traditional Christmas carols as we decorate our tree,

send out greeting cards, and purchase and wrap gifts for our loved ones.

And then before we know it, it’s all over. Back to the stores go the
unwanted gifts. Into the trash goes the wrapping paper. Down comes the
tree, the lights, and all the decorations. Back to the shelves and boxes go the
Christmas movies and music. Back to work go the parents. Back to school
go the kids. Christmas is over for another year, never to be given a second

thought—until next year’s shopping season begins again, only earlier.

That’s how Christmas is for most people, sadly even for many Christians.
To them, baby Jesus in a manger 75 Christmas. A baby suddenly appears
and causes a brief comforting commotion—and then disappears. And
people never give it another thought. The account has no lasting influence

on them after December—until the next Christmas season begins.

CHAPTER FIVE
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But is this really what Christmas is all about? Or is a more important

message in there somewhere?

The story of the birth of Jesus is actually only a small part of the larger story
of the life and ministry of Christ. And that relatively brief thirty-three-year
life is only a fraction of the larger plan of God for the ages.

The birth of Christ marks what we call the incarnation—God the Son
becoming man to die for the sins of humanity.

Just think about it.

God the Son left the Father and all of the glories of heaven and took on
Himself the body of a human with all of its problems and frailties. Or, as
Harold L. Willmington put it, “The holy, infinite Creator agreed to wrap
flesh and blood around His eternal being, so He might enter this sin-cursed

world and eventually die for sinful and finite creatures.”
But let’s make it personal: He did that for yox and for me!

This lesson is the starting point in fully comprehending the ministry of
Christ on Earth. We can—and must—study it, but it staggers even the
most brilliant Christian minds. Even the apostle Paul found it to be a
mind-boggling truth: “Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest

in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16).

It’s the true Christmas story that will last believers all year long.

Read John 1:14-18.

7 Verse 14 says that the Word was “full of grace and truth.” What

events can you think of in the Gospels that would show this fullness
in Christ?

¥ Verse 15 records John’s proclamation that Jesus existed before him.
What would you have thought about this statement if you heard it

and knew John was three months older than Jesus?



'0, Verse 16 shows that Christ was not only full of grace and truth
Himself, but also shared these gifts with people. How do we receive
His grace and truth?

» Is John implying in verse 17 that grace and truth are bezter than the
Law, or just different?
Why do you think that?

9’ Is there anything that Christ was able to accomplish that the Law
could not?

Bethlehem is located high on a rocky ridge
about five miles southwest of Jerusalem. As
a small, agrarian community, it is significant
in history only because it is the birthplace
of David and Jesus. The name Bethlehem
means “House of Bread. It is interesting
that the Bread of Life was born in the House
of Bread.



Contrary to most modern pictures, the man-
gers used in Israel at the time of Jesus' birth
were most often hewn from solid blocks of
limestone. Wood was scarce in first century
Palestine, so it was used for more specialized
purposes than a feeding trough for livestock.
Jerome says that Jesus'manger may also have
been formed from mud or clay. Some recent
excavations have uncovered inns built near
or over caves that were used for housing
livestock. This arrangement would have been
consistent with the rocky topography of
Bethlehem.
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The

of the Incarnation
In fleshly form (1:14)
Not a theophany

Dwelt among us: comparisons between Christ and the

tabernacle

¢ Temporary

*  Outwardly

*  God’s place
* Where God met man

*  Center of Israel’s (Num. 2:17)

of the Incarnation (1:14-18)
of God (vs. 18)

of God (vs. 14-17)

of God (vs. 14)

To reveal the

To reveal the

To reveal the

*  The awful consequences of sin
*  God’s hatred of sin

* The consequences that we must pay if we refuse the substitute

 Digging Deeper

Read Luke 1:26-2:38 and Matthew 2:1-6 (the accounts of Jesus’
birth). List the name (or occupation, if the actual name is not giv-
en) of the people to whom the birth of Christ was announced. Ex-
plain why each received that announcement. Describe the reaction

of each to the announcement.

Explain in a two-page paper why the virgin birth of Christ is such
an important doctrine.

Read and report on “When God Becomes Man” in Stanley Rosen-
thal’s book One God or Three?

Explain ways in which the Christmas story explains and illustrates
the doctrine of the Incarnation.



5. What are the consequences of rejecting and/or ignoring Christ?

6. According to the original lyrics of one verse of the hymn “And Can
It Be That I Should Gain?,” Christ “emptied Himself of all but
love.” Explain why that statement is unscriptural according to the
doctrine of the incarnation.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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John, the Forerunner

of Christ

When a couple finds out that they’re expecting a baby for the first time,
they get excited. They might make an announcement, sometimes sending a
card to family and friends to let them know a little one is on the way. Some

people even throw a party to celebrate the good news.

But imagine what itd be like if a parent could not talk about the baby. This
exact situation happened to Zechariah and Elizabeth, the parents of John
the Baptist. We can find this story in Luke 1.

Zechariah and Elizabeth were growing old, and they hadnt been able to
have any children. Though denied this blessing, they continued to devote
themselves to God. Indeed, Zechariah was a priest who ministered in
the temple at Jerusalem. During this time, priests took turns performing
certain duties, and one year, Zechariah was selected to perform a special
ceremony alone in the temple. As he worked, a large crowd gathered

outside in prayer.

Zechariah began to burn the incense when suddenly an angel appeared.
The angel told Zechariah that God had heard the couple’s prayers for a
child. They would soon have a son, and they were to give him the name
John. As if this weren’t amazing enough, the angel said that this son would
become great in God’s eyes. He would be set apart for a special purpose,

and he would be filled with the Holy Spirit, even in Elizabeth’s womb. John

CHAPTER SIX
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would grow up to bring many people back to God, much like the prophet
Elijah.

Zechariah was astounded, and doubts began to crowd his mind. After
all, he and his wife were very old—far past the age of having children.
Zechariah asked the angel how he could be sure that all of this would
happen. The angel Gabriel—the same one who later told Mary and Joseph
about another miraculous birth—said that his message came straight from
God. But since Zechariah did not believe this message, he would not be

able to speak until the day John was born.

Sure enough, Elizabeth became pregnant. Some time later, her relative
Mary came to visit. By that time, Mary was pregnant with Jesus. As soon
as Elizabeth heard Mary at the door of her house, she felt her baby jump.
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth praised God and encouraged Mary.

Eventually, Zechariah and Elizabeth’s baby was born. Friends and family
arrived to celebrate the birth. When it came time to name the baby, the
family thought he should be called Zechariah, like his father. But Elizabeth
insisted on calling him John, even though no one in the family had that
name. When they consulted Zechariah, he grabbed something to write

with and confirmed that the baby should be named John.

At that very moment, Zechariah found himself able to speak again. He
immediately praised God. Filled with the Spirit like his wife and son,
Zechariah prophesied that John would prepare people for the salvation that
God would bring.

People marveled at what they saw and heard. They knew that there was
something unique about this child—that he might have some special

purpose.

John’s birth was a sign from God that great things would soon happen in
Israel. John would challenge people to repent and prepare for the arrival
of God’s kingdom. He would give up many things, including his own life.
But with these sacrifices came the privilege of pointing people toward their

Savior.



Four streams emerge from the melting
snows on Mount Hermon and unite to form
the Jordan River. The Jordan flows through
Lake Huleh and the Sea of Galilee on a route
that formed the eastern boundary of bibli-
cal Canaan. From Galilee the Jordan empties
into a deep rift valley, as illustrated on page
23. This valley drops lower and lower, and
the finally Jordan empties into the Dead
Sea, 1292 feet below sea level.

The river is typically about 90 to 100 feet
wide and from three to ten feet deep. It
twists and turns so often below the Sea of
Galilee that, although only 70 miles separate
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, this
segment of the river itself is some 200 miles
long.
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Student Work

Read John 1:15-51. Note the difference between John the
" Baptist and John the Apostle.

b
¥? Why did the Jewish leaders send representatives to find out who

»

John the Baptist was?

¥ What do you think they wanted his answer to be?

¥ Describe in your own words John the Baptist’s mission as he states

it in verse 23.

¥ Why did John the Baptist call Jesus the Lamb?

¥ In what way was Jesus like a Lamb?
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

John the Baptist in the Spotlight (1:19-23)

The five questions of the Jewish leaders

The spiritual condition of the Jewish leaders
*  Spiritual
*  Spiritual
*  Spiritual

The humility of John

Christ in the Spotlight (1:23-27)

John himself.
John Christ.

The Lamb of God in the Spotlight (1:29-34)

Baptism of the Lamb of God
Behold the Lamb of God

Digging Deeper

1.

Read Disciplines of Grace (especially pp. 9-11 and 87-99) and list

the solutions that T. M. Moore gives for overcoming “spiritual dol-
drums” and avoiding becoming like the Pharisees with regard to

spiritual responsibilities.

Read “The Tragedy of Wasted Religious Activity” by A. W. Tozer (in
A Treasury of A. W. Tozer) and compare the wasted religious activity
that he describes with the Jewish leaders’ emphases in Jesus™ day.

Using a concordance, find and list verses that deal with the need for
humility and letting others praise us rather than patting ourselves
on the back. Why is this attitude essential to effective Christian ser-

vice?

Conduct a study of feet in the Bible. As part of your report on this
topic, explain the principle behind the foot-washing example that
Jesus provided for His disciples at the Last Supper in the upper

room.
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The Selection of
Christ’s Disciples

Richard was a model railroad enthusiast. In his basement he built a large
HO-scale layout modeling the Southern and L&N railroads of the late
1950s and early 1960s. His tiny model world was complete with buildings,

industries, people, vehicles, and various types of terrain.

He always kept a sharp eye open for good engines and rolling stock, the
various types of freight cars that trains typically pull. He enjoyed watching
his model trains glide over the rails around curves, over hills, and through
tunnels on the meandering track. His was a working layout. He was no

mere collector; he wanted to see his trains in operation!

While on an out-of-state trip, Richard visited a hobby shop and found a
beautiful black Southern diesel locomotive with gold and aluminum-silver

trim. “It will fit perfectly with my layout,” he thought as he paid for it.

When Richard got home from his trip, he excitedly ran to his layout room,
unpacked his new locomotive, set it carefully on the tracks, and turned on

the power pack.
Nothing happened.

He nudged the throttle a little more, sending more electricity through the

brass tracks.

Still the engine sat motionless.

CHAPTER SEVEN

49



50

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Richard gradually nudged the throttle higher and higher. Finally, the head
lamp of the engine began to glow. By sliding the throttle a few notches
higher, Richard managed to coax the stubborn engine to move, but it did
so only in fitful jerks. Only when he moved the throttle to near-maximum

power could he get his new engine to move steadily along the tracks.

After tampering with the engine for several hours, Richard concluded that
it was hopeless; he could not get the locomotive to perform as he wanted.
Sorely disappointed that he would be unable to run the beautiful engine
on his layout, he placed it on a piece of track on a shelf in his office. Rather
than servicing the imaginary industries in the world of Richard’s layout,

the engine was relegated to being a mere static display on a shelf.

Similarly, God calls people to serve Him. He purchased them with the
blood of His Son on the Cross. He called them to salvation. But then, just
as Richard placed his newly purchased engine on the layout and expected

it to run, God calls His spiritual children to serve Him.

Although good works or service can save no one, God created us for His
service. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.” God equips His children with the gifts necessary to
do the job He has for them, and He expects to see them do it.

Some Christians are obedient to that call. Unfortunately, many professing
Christians are not. Although they have been saved, they are unwilling or
shallow in their commitment to God in obedience to His call. They prefer,
instead, to go their own way, follow their own agenda, and do their own
thing. As a result, they do not experience the full blessings of God. They
both miss out themselves and also prevent others from benefiting from the

blessings that their service could bring.

If you have been called to salvation, God also has another call for you—a
call to service. There’s a job out there with your name on it. Are you willing

to follow God’s call, discover the job He has for you, and then do it for His
glory?

In this lesson, you will study how Christ called five of His disciples
to follow Him. He did not call each of them in the same way, but He
definitely called them. Later, after they had obeyed His first call, He called
them to serve. Because they obeyed this call of service, the gospel spread

around the world—and you enjoy the benefit of their service today.



Student Work
Read John 1:35-51.

»

$

When Andrew and another disciple followed Jesus, they called him
“Rabbi,” or “Teacher.” What do you think they expected would

happen in their time with Jesus?

Simon called Jesus “Christ,” or “Messiah.” What or who did Simon
and the Jews think the Messiah was?

What do you think Philip meant when he told Nathanael that Jesus

was the one about whom Moses and the prophets had written?

Imagine that you were Nathanael. How would you have felt when
Jesus told you that He had seen Nathanael under the fig tree?

Many Bible commentators believe Nathanael was meditating
on the Old Testament and perhaps even on the Messiah when
he was under the fig tree. It seems likely that Jesus saw him not
with His eyes, but through His omniscience. How would Christ’s
omniscience have been less impressive to Nathanael than the

heavenly vision described in verse 512
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. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

God'’s Instruments for Witnessing

Lessons for Application

Different personalities need different approaches.

Only the Holy Spirit can effectively lead us in witnessing.

“Framing Up” Your Salvation Experience (1:35-39)

Christ’s Varying Approach (1:40-51)

e Satisfaction— (vs. 40-41)

*  Power to live— (vs. 42)

* Blind obedience— (vs. 43-44)

*  Answering objections— (vs. 45-51)
Lessons for Our Lives

1.

We must approach every believer differently.
Christ is omniscient and omnipresent.

He knows our hearts—we can never fool God.

M Digging Deeper

Read Exodus 12:3-10, 13; Isaiah 53:4—7; 1 Corinthians 5:7; and
1 Peter 1:18—19. Make a chart with three columns labeled “Refer-
ence,” “Lamb,” and “Christ.” In the left-hand column list each of
the preceding Scripture references. Then, based on these texts, list
the characteristics of a lamb in the center column and how each

passage compares Christ’s life to that of a lamb.



Conduct a survey in your church to determine the ways in which
various people were saved (e.g., as result of preaching, personal
work, circumstances, etc.). Try to discover if there is a pattern be-
tween the ways they were saved or the age when they were saved
and the types and areas of ministry in your church in which they

participate.
Refute the idea that “all religions lead to heaven.”

Conduct a study of Christ’s economy of words. What example does
that set for the use of our own tongues? List verses that offer advice
for how we should use our tongues. How did Calvin Coolidge ex-

emplify this spiritual principle?

Based on the definition of guile as given in this lesson, what char-
acter traits might you expect to find in the life of Nathanael? How
does your own life compare with that list of character traits? In
which of those traits are you weakest? How can you strengthen

those traits in your own life?

Read Frances Havergal’s book Kepr for the Master’s Use. List and ex-

plain the lessons that it contains regarding our call to service.

Read chapter 16 of Spurgeon’s Lectures to My Students, and explain
why he believed that it is important to call unbelievers to make a
decision about Christ.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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8
Christ Changes the
Water to Wine

It’s the wedding day! The bride and her mother and friends have planned
for weeks—or maybe even months—for this big day. (The groom, as is
usually the case, has been relegated to watching all of this planning and
decision-making from a safe distance.) Everyone involved in the wedding
wants everything to be perfect, to go off “without a hitch.” The wedding
party has rehearsed everything that is supposed to happen. They've
practiced marching in. They’ve noted exactly where they are to stand.
They’'ve memorized their cues. They even know where to stand in the

receiving line afterward. Everything is ready for a perfect wedding.

But they didn’t count on Murphy’s Law: if something can go wrong, it will
go wrong! And despite their best plans and intentions, it does. Any number

of things could go wrong, including some of the following possibilities:

* The groom passes out just as the bride reaches the altar on the arm

of her father.

* 'The bride trips over her train as she goes up the steps and falls flat
on her face.

* 'The preacher calls the groom (or the bride) by the wrong name.
* 'The candelabra falls, setting fire to the carpet.

* The wedding coordinator of the church forgot that a noisy youth
activity was scheduled next door to the auditorium at the same

time as the wedding.
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* 'The wedding is to be held outdoors, and the weather is rainy,
windy, and cold.

* The ringbearer or the flowergirl misbehaves, disrupting the

ceremony.
* 'The best man forgets the wedding band.

e 'The best man, in transferring the ring from his pocket to the groom’s

hand, drops it, and it bounces down the air-conditioning vent.

And these are just a few of the innumerable things that could go
wrong (and have!) at the wedding. Talk about “life’s most embarrassing
moment!” At the time such mishaps occur, it’s a disaster. Although people
in the audience might find these mishaps humorous, other people are
embarrassed, perhaps even angered, by them. On this day of all days,
everything was supposed to go perfectly, but something went terribly awry.

Jesus also went to a wedding where something went terribly wrong. The
Bible doesn’t tell us who was getting married, but it says that the wedding
party ran out of wine at the wedding feast. That must have been a great
social embarrassment to both the families of the newlyweds and the people

responsible for providing the party. But Jesus came to the rescue.

In this lesson, you will learn about how Jesus turned this seeming disaster
into a spiritual learning opportunity. See how many lessons you can glean

from this embarrassing moment.

Student Work

" Read John 2:1-11.

7 What do you think Mary expected to happen when she told Jesus

there was no more wine?

7 Why would she have any reason to believe He could or would do
anything about it?

” What do you think Jesus meant by His “hour”?



Two types of wine were used in
Israel at this time. One type was a
strong, highly intoxicating wine.
The other type was a weak but
sweet drink that was not intended
for intoxication but rather to aid
in digestion and for refreshment.
The fermentation process was
used to produce both varieties
because it helped eliminate harm-
ful bacteria present in the water.
Undoubtedly, it was the second
type of wine that was used at this
wedding feast, which was served
highly diluted. Christ would have
had nothing to do with intoxicat-
ing beverages because to do so
would be a direct contradiction of
Proverbs 23:30-32. The phrase
mixed wine in this passage refers
to the intoxicating variety of wine.

b
.7 What can we learn from Mary’s command to the servants to do

whatever Jesus said?

"’ The person in charge of the feast said the wine Jesus made was the

best of the entire feast. If you were one of the servants, what would
you have learned about Jesus by this statement?

"’ Verse 11 says this sign manifested Jesus” glory. What do you think
His glory is, and how did this miracle show it?

CHAPTER EIGHT | 59



%
» What does “His disciples believed” mean? Is this the moment of
their salvation, or does it show something else about the growth of
faith in the heart of a believer?

b
/7 How would you describe what was going on in their hearts?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

A
|
|
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The Time of the Event (2:1-2)

e The third day—fall of A.D. 28
* Significance of the third day

*  Godhead

* Resurrection and life

*  Merely a fact

The Ceremony

¢ The groom comes for the bride.
* They return to his house.

* They celebrate the wedding feast.

The Guest List
The :No Wine (2:3)
The (2:4-8)

*  Mary’s concern: physical and temporal
*  Christ’s concern: spiritual and eternal

e Christ was the answer
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The servants’
*  Fill the water pots with water

* Take the newly created wine to the governor of the feast
The Savior’s
(2:9-11)
Wine is produced
Christ’s miracles begin

Christ’s glory is manifested

“Christianity does not take the joy out of living. On the contrary,
Christianity brings life, and life abundant.”—Oliver B. Greene

Digging Deeper

1.

Explain and give examples of incidents that prove the truth of Mat-
thew Henry’s statement “Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.”

Study carefully John 2:11, which mentions that Christ’s glory was
manifested by the miracle of changing the water to wine. Record
all of the things that you learn about each of the following aspects
of the person of Christ in this passage: (a) His power, (b) His rela-
tionship with His mother, and (c) how well known He was at that

point in His ministry.

Note the use of the phrase “Mine hour is not yet come” (John 2:4).
Seven times in John’s Gospel, Jesus referred to that “hour.” Explain
what He meant by that term. Read the following verses (all of which
are from John’s Gospel) and record what was said about “His hour”
in each verse: (a) 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 12:27; 16:32; 17:1.

Conduct a study of God’s timing in various events, both biblical
and historical. (A good starting point might be to look up refer-
ences to “time” or “the fullness of time.”) Report your findings to

the class.

What principles and/or truths about marriage did Christ commu-

nicate by His presence at a friend’s wedding in Cana?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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9
Christ Cleanses
the Temple

The temple at Jerusalem was the center of Jewish religious worship. The
first such Jewish temple was constructed by Solomon to replace the old
tabernacle with a more permanent building. David wanted to construct
such a building, but God would not allow him to do so because he had
shed too much blood as a warrior (see 1 Chron. 22:8). However, David
did collect a lot of the materials necessary for the building and made

arrangements to have his son, Solomon, complete it.

Solomon built the temple on the site that David his father had selected—
Mount Moriah, east of the city of Zion (today’s Jerusalem). To guarantee
the necessary space for the temple and its courts, the top of the hill had to
be leveled. Construction of the temple began in 956 B.C. and was finished
in 949 B.C., so it took about seven and a half years to finish the temple.
You can read the details about Solomon’s construction and dedication of

this great temple in 1 Kings 5:12-6:38; 8:1-60.

Besides Solomon’s temple, two other temples have been erected on the
same spot. Zerubbabel led the Jews in rebuilding the temple after they
came back from captivity (about 520 B.C.). According to the Talmud
(Jewish commentaries on the many laws and rules of Judaism), this temple

lacked five things that had been in Solomon’s temple:

CHAPTER NINE

63



64

|
|
{

JERUSALEM « 1
f

Court of Gentiles
.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

e The ark of the covenant

*  The sacred fire

* 'The Shekinah glory (divine presence) of God

* 'The Holy Spirit

¢ The Urim and Thummim (objects belonging to the garment of the

high priest by which he learned the will of God in doubtful cases;
see Davis’ Dictionary of the Bible)

The temple of Zerubbabel was plundered and nearly destroyed, but Judas
Maccabeus later restored it. Note: Jews today do not consider Zerubbabel’s

temple to be a second temple, but merely a rebuilding of the first temple.

When Rome conquered Israel, the temple was in grave disrepair. Herod
the Great undertook the rebuilding of the temple on a grander scale. The
Jews believe Herod’s temple was their second temple. Herod’s temple took
about forty-six years to complete. It was a magnificent edifice and stood
until Titus destroyed it in A.D. 70.

Some of the most interesting places in Herod’s temple are as follows.

1. Solomon’s Porch—the scene of Jesus’ famous words, “My sheep

hear my voice”

2. 'The King’s Porch (Royal Stoa)—had nearly two hundred marble

columns and a high, arching ceiling

3. 'The “pinnacle of the temple,” the southeastern corner of the King’s
Porch—where the devil took Jesus during His temptation; doc-
tors of the Law met there to hear and answer questions; it was also

where Jesus, as a boy of twelve, talked with the doctors

4. The Court of the Gentiles—open to all comers, paved with stones
of many colors, and where the moneychangers and the cattle deal-

ers desecrated the house of God

5. The Beautiful Gate—where Peter and John met a beggar and
said, “Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee”

(Acts 3:6)

6. The Treasury—where Jesus saw a woman cast in her tiny bit of

money two days before His crucifixion

7. 'The temple itself—made of white marble; stood many feet above
the courts and porches below; gold plates ornamented the front of

the temple entrance



Student Work
Read John 2:12-25.

'i What do you think was Jesus’ purpose in going to Jerusalem?

"’ Did he want to shake up the status quo or merely celebrate the
feast?
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People who sold animals for sacrifice around the temple provided
a valuable service because it was difficult for pilgrims to bring
animals with them. Why do you think Jesus got so angry at what

was taking place?

Verse 22 says that the disciples believed the Scripture after Jesus’
resurrection and they remembered what He had said. Does this

mean they didn’t believe Him before (as in His prophecy in verse 20)?

Is faith in God and His Word a point in time or a progression of
growth? Or is it both?

Although verse 23 teaches that many believed in His name, verse 24
tells us that Jesus perceived that they were not trustworthy. What
do you think Jesus saw in their hearts that caused His skepticism?

What do you think Jesus knew “was in man”?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

of the Event (2:13)

The Passover

* To remind the Israelites of their Egyptian captivity and release
(Exo. 12)

¢ To be an annual event



The

The Jews’ Passover
*  Originally “the Lord’s Passover” (Exo. 12:11)

*  Degenerated to “the Jews” Passover”

of the Event (2:13)
The and strength of the Lord
The holiness and of God
The deity and of Christ

*  Calls the temple “My Father’s house” (2:16)
*  Claims He will raise His own body from the dead (2:19-21)
*  Knows all men (2:24-25)

Digging Deeper

1.

Study carefully Herod’s temple as illustrated in your textbook, then
build a 3-D model of it. Apply labels to identify the main areas

mentioned in Scripture.

Carefully study Herod’s temple as illustrated in your textbook.
Write a paper as if you were a guide leading a tour group through
the temple in A.D. 45. Meet your group in the Royal Stoa (most
southern porch of the Temple Mount) and describe what you
would tell them as you walk through the porch, cross the court
of the Gentiles, pass the barrier, ascend the steps to the Chel, and
walk around the Chel to the East Gate leading into the Wom-
en’s Court. Describe the Women’s Court, the Beautiful Gate, the
Priests’ Court, and the temple itself. As you go through each sec-
tion, describe what biblical events took place there (if any). For fur-
ther reference, read 7he Temple, by Alfred Edersheim, Chapter 2.

Study carefully the construction and dedication of Solomon’s tem-
ple (see 1 Kings 5:12-6:38; 8:1-66). What does Solomon’s atten-
tion to detail communicate about the quality of the work that was
to be done in constructing the temple? What lesson does that have

for us concerning the work that we do for the Lord?

Read 1 Kings 7:1. What might that verse tell us concerning the di-
rection of Solomon’s priorities? What lesson does it teach us con-

cerning our own priorities?

CHAPTER NINE
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5. Solomon was responsible for the construction of a great deal more
than the temple and his own palace. Read 1 Kings 7:2-5, describe
what else he built and why. What spiritual effect did this other con-
struction possibly have on him?

6. If Christ visited the “typical” church today, what types of activities
or practices might He have to drive out? Why?

7. Today, the body of the believer is the temple of the Holy Spirit.
What things might Christ have to drive out of the temple of your
body? What practical steps can you take to rid yourself of those
problem areas before Christ has to do it for you?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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10
Christ Meets with
Nicodemus

A shadowy figure moved along the sides of the buildings in the night.
The person clearly didn’t want to be seen. He moved stealthily between
the darkest shadows and ducked through narrow alleyways, avoiding the
pedestrians on the main thoroughfares of the city. Whenever he passed
someone, he lowered his head and turned his face away from the other
person so as not to be recognized. As he walked, he furtively looked for

someone, but he didn’t want to seem to be looking for him.

Finally, the mysterious man saw the object of his search. He waited
impatiently until those to whom he had been talking left. Then, when he
was sure that no one else was around to see him, he slithered up to the
person and addressed him. He might have even motioned for the man to
join him in the darker shadows of the night to hide their conversation.

Does this sound like a scene from a spy thriller? Perhaps, but it isn’t. It's
what it might have been like the night that Nicodemus, one of the leaders
of the Jewish religious court known as the Sanhedrin, met with Jesus. But
Nicodemus was not like the other Jewish leaders. He had a spiritual hunger
and thirst; therefore, he was more attentive to what Jesus said, and—more

importantly—he was willing to believe Him.

Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus at night? Some people believe that
Nicodemus came to Jesus at night because he was a busy man. His official
business as a ruler of the Jews might have kept him so busy that he had no
other time to meet other than “after business hours.”
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Other people, however, believe that Nicodemus feared the Jewish leaders
so much that he had to meet Jesus secretly. He was certainly risking a lot
even to speak to Jesus privately. The Jewish religious rulers hated Jesus and
were plotting how they might kill Him, thereby ridding themselves of one
who was becoming a thorn in their side. Jesus was widely popular among
the common people, He performed miracles, He taught with the force of
divine authority—and He threatened their power over the people because
He revealed their own hypocrisy. If they had known that Nicodemus was
meeting with this vile enemy of the religious hierarchy, they would have

turned on him and ruined him professionally and perhaps even physically.

Some Bible scholars believe, as Oliver B. Greene wrote, that “some of the
other members of the Sanhedrin were like-minded but lacked the courage
to come and talk with Jesus personally. For this reason, Nicodemus became

the spokesman for others as well as for himself.”

Was Nicodemus a secret disciple? If Nicodemus was indeed at this point
meeting with Jesus at night because of fear, his fear did not always remain
so great. Later, in John 7:50-52, we find him speaking up publicly and
officially in defense of Jesus. Granted, his defense wasn’t very forceful,
but at least he had the courage to speak up, especially considering the fact
that it came shortly after someone asked, “Have any of the rulers or of the
Pharisees believed on Him?” (7:48). His colleagues responded sarcastically,
“Are you a Galilean too?” This was their way of asking, “Do you mean that

you've believed on Jesus too?”

But Nicodemus’s courage grew even more over the next year or so. We read
in John 19:39-40 that Nicodemus went to the officials to claim the body
of Christ following the Crucifixion, prepared it for burial, and put it in the
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. Nicodemus came forth openly and publicly
to align himself as a friend of Jesus when all of the disciples had fled for

their lives.

If Nicodemus came to Jesus at night in John 3 because of his cowardice,
his courage certainly increased over time as he heard Jesus teach, witnessed
His many miracles, and saw how He responded to the attacks of the Jewish
rulers. His faith grew, and in direct proportion to his faith his courage also

grew.

How brave are you when it comes to publicly professing your love for
Christ? Are you ashamed to be identified with Him? Do you give in to
your fear of others and what they might think of or do to you if they know



that youre a Christian, or do you stand boldly for Him? Remember the

example of Nicodemus and grow in your faith and boldness for Christ.

Student Work
Read John 3:1-21.

3
» What clues in the passage suggest that Nicodemus was a prominent

religious leader?

¥ Why do you think Nicodemus came to Jesus at night?

¥ How might he have known where to find Jesus at night?

# Why would Jesus describe salvation as being “born again”? What

is it about salvation that is like a birth?

¥ Verse 8 is very difficult to understand. Do you think Nicodemus
knew what Jesus meant? Would Jesus
have said something to Nicodemus that was intended to make

him have to think and ponder what He meant? If so, why?

7 What are the similarities between the story of the serpent being
lifted up by Moses (Num. 21:5-9) and Christ’s prophecy of his

own crucifixion?

the Court

President
of the
Sanhedrin

Students

Clerk of
the Court W

@ (IS

The Sanhedrin was a Jewish ruling body
consisting of seventy men presided over by
the High Priest. Members included scribes
(authorities on the law), elders (prominent
laymen), and the highest ranking priests.
Their authority included civil administration
and law enforcement, but they were also
very interested in enforcing Jewish law and
traditions. Nicodemus and Joseph of Ari-
mathea were members of the Sanhedrin.

There is some disagreement over the scope
and extent of its power at the time of Christ.
Some ancient Jewish records indicate that
the Sanhedrin was not permitted to pro-
nounce a death sentence, but that only the
Roman governor could do so. This record is
consistent with John 18:31. Similarly, much
has been made of supposed violations of
judicial procedures in Jesus' trial before the
Sanhedrin.

Some have raised questions about this view
because it is not clear whether these regu-
lations were actually enforced during Jesus’
lifetime. Stephen’s stoning in Acts is a clear
case of capital punishment without the in-
volvement of the Roman authorities, but
some argue that the Jews may have simply
taken the law into their own hands in this
case during the absence of a governor. We
are left to wonder why the Sanhedrin was
concerned about Roman involvement in
Jesus'death but not Stephen’s.

Regardless of the law, the Sanhedrin’s use
of false witnesses and Pilate’s declaration
of Jesus'innocence shows that the rulers in
Israel were more concerned about their own
power than they were about justice and
obedience to God. The Roman crucifixion
of Christ was also providentially used by
God to involve all humanity—both Jews and
Gentiles—in the murder of the Messiah.

CHAPTERTEN | 73



'0, Why do you think John focuses on believing in the name of the
Son of God?

,', What does John say is the key factor in explaining whether

people choose darkness or light? What is the motivation for their

decision?

" Complete the following chart by reading each of the Scripture
passages listed here and writing in the space provided how the
physical birth and the spiritual birth correspond. Write the
appropriate Scripture reference in the third column beside the
respective characteristics. (Scripture references: 2 Cor. 5:17; John
5:24; John 1:13; Luke 15:7; 1 Pet. 2:2; 1 John 4:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19;
2 Pet. 1:4.)

Scripture
Reference

Physical Birth Spiritual Birth

Produces Blood Offspring

Produces Offspring Who Know
Their Parents

Is Forever (Once Someone’s
Child, Always Their Child)

Is Caused by the Parents, Not
the Child

The Child Receives the Nature
of His or Her Parents

Produces a Baby in Need of
Milk

Produces a Living, Growing
Organism

Brings Joy to the Parents
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The
¢ A member of the Sanhedrin
*  Shows both cowardice and courage

*  Educated but spiritually ignorant

*  Miracles as evidence (3:2)

*  Miracles and discernment
e Test of character (2 Cor. 11:13-14; 2 Thess. 2:9; 1 John 4:1)
e Test of the written Word (Isa. 8:20; 2 John 10)

The : Ye Must Be Born Again

. of the new birth
First subject Jesus discussed
*  Verbal emphasis (3:3)
*  Only entrance to heaven

. of the new birth (3:3-8)
*  Not physical: born “again”
e Spiritual: “of the Spirit”

0 of the new birth
. of the new birth
0 of the new birth
. for the new birth (3:15-18)

Digging Deeper

1. Conduct a detailed study of the life of Nicodemus, perhaps begin-
ning your study by reading about him in Lockyer’s book A/ the
Men of the Bible.

2. Conduct a study of the Sanhedrin. Explain its history, function,
famous members, and problems. Report your findings to the class

either orally or in a written report.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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17
Christ Confronts the
Woman at the Well

“Wow, did you hear that accent? I can’t believe she graduated college.”
“Don't ask Rob to help with the church banquet. Guys can't cook!”

“The new neighbors don’t speak a word of English. Why'd they move bere?”
“Don’t ask me to sit with Keisha. Her clothes always smell weird.”

“Oh, great. Why do we always get stuck behind the old people?”

These are examples of prejudice. We are prejudiced when we form an
opinion about a person, group, or idea before understanding the truth—
and sometimes, despite the truth. When we act on prejudice, it becomes
discrimination. This can turn into hatred or even violence toward others.

Or we can discriminate by showing special favors to a person or group.

Both kinds of prejudice are condemned in Scripture. In James 2:1-9, the
writer argues that the church should be free from such favoritism. We

should love all our neighbors as we love ourselves (v. 8).

To illustrate impartial love, Jesus told a parable about a compassionate
Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). In the story, a traveler was attacked by thieves
and left for dead by the side of the road. A priest came along and saw the
wounded man, but passed by without helping him. Later, a Levite traveled

by and ignored the man, as well.

Finally, a Samaritan came along. He saw the injured man and did everything
he could to help him, despite being a total stranger. The Samaritan cleaned
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up the man’s wounds and carried him to an inn. Most people would
consider that a great kindness, but the Samaritan didn’t stop there. He
gave the innkeeper money to take care of the man until he was well, and if
further funds were needed, the Samaritan promised to return and pay. Of

the people in this story, the Samaritan was the true, loving neighbor.

Jesus’ story would have shocked those who listened. At this time, many
Jews despised the Samaritans, who descended from Israelites that had
intermarried with other ethnic groups. The Samaritans represented a kind
of national betrayal at a time when Jews suffered under foreign rule. Jewish
religious leaders therefore avoided Samaritans and looked down on them.

How could a Samaritan show more love than a priest?

Jesus made clear that His kingdom was not made up of a specific ethnicity,
but rather all those who loved and followed God. Prejudice has no place in
the believer’s life. Jesus taught this truth, and He lived it by reaching out to

young and old, rich and poor, man and woman, Jew and Samaritan.

To follow Jesus, we must therefore show love to anyone willing to accept
it. We must help those who hurt—physically and spiritually—no matter
who they are. And when someone chooses to follow Jesus, we must accept
them as our brother or sister in Christ. God makes no distinction based on

ethnicity, sex, or economic status (Gal. 3:27-29), and neither should we.

Are some Christians prejudiced? Yes. Is it right for them to be? Definitely
not. In this lesson, note how Christ offered love without discrimination.
As we study Him, we can follow His example and let go of our prejudices.

And over time, with grace and patience, we can help others do the same.

Student Work

Read John 4:1-42.

»
7 Why do you think John interjects a comment in verse 9 that the

»

Jews did not associate with the Samaritans?

b
7 What did Jesus mean by “living water”? What is the difference
between the water in the well and this living water?



This is an example of a well that would

K3 have been used in Christ's day. This well
7 Why did Jesus tell the woman to go get her husband when He  and the watering troughs are located at
Tantur.

knew she did not currently have a husband?

@ What did Jesus mean when He said that a time was coming when
neither a mountain in Samaria nor Jerusalem would be the center

of worship?

@ Imagine for a moment that you are the woman. Wouldn’t it be
embarrassing for you to go into the city to tell the men that Jesus
knew everything about you? What would cause you to tell everyone
about him so excitedly?
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Christ Confronts the Woman at the Well
The Occasion: Jesus Departed from Judea (4:1-3)

The Place and People (4:4)

*  Between Judea and Galilee
*  Populated by a mixed race with a heathen core

*  Looked upon with disgust and disdain

The Lord (4:5-42)
* His (vs. 6,9)
*  Grew weary (vs. 6)
*  Looked like any other Jew (vs. 9)
* His (vs. 14-18, 25-26, 32)
*  Offered eternal life (vs. 14)

*  Was omniscient (vs. 16—18)

In 1866 a Lieutenant Anderson de- ¢ Claimed deif}’ (vs. 25-20)

scribed the inside of Jacob's Well.

He descended through “a narrow *  Was sustained by spiritual food (VS. 32)

opening, just wide enough to allow

the body of a man to pass through * His and urgency to do God’s will (vs. 34-35)

with arms uplifted, and this narrow
neck, which is about 4 ft. long,
opens into the well itself, which is
cylindrically shaped, and about 7

ft, 6 in. in diameter. The mouth and :
upper part of the well are built of Conclusion

* His for His disciples (vs. 35-38)

masonry, and the well appears to

have been sunk through a mixture * Lessons about CVangelism

of alluvial soil and limestone frag-

ments, till a compact bed of moun- e  Christ stirred her (VS. 7)
tain limestone was reached, having

horizontal strata which could be *  Christ made her face her (vs. 13-15).

easily worked; and the interior of

the well presents the appearance .
of having been lined throughout ¢ Christ made her see her (vs. 16-18).

with rough masonry!"

e Lessons about salvation (vs. 14)
(The Recovery of Jerusalem. New York:

D. Appleton and Co,, 1871.) . .
e Salvation is a

Salvation brings
e Salvation is for whoever will

e Salvation is not related to race, wealth, or intellect.
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Digging Deeper

1.

Conduct a study of racial prejudice in the modern church. (A good
starting point for such a study might be Charles Ware’s book Racial
Prejudice and the People of God. What are the author’s main points?
Do you agree or disagree with him? Why?)

Read and study the lyrics of the song “Fill My Cup, Lord.” Where
in Scripture did the author of the lyrics get the ideas for this song?
What is the central message of the song?

Read John 3:22-36; 4:1-42; and Acts 8:5—14 and then answer the

following questions.

*  Who preceded Jesus to the villages in Samaria?

*  How did his visit prepare the people for Jesus’ visit later?

*  Who followed up Jesus’ ministry in Samaria a few years after
His visit?

*  How was he received by the people and why?

e What were the results of his work?

Study the work of a preacher, teacher, or evangelist of your choice.
What kind of “advance work” can help people prepare before they
hear an important message? What steps do you think a church can
take before holding a special meeting or conference?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.

Samaria became the capital of the northern
ten tribes of Israel after the nation divided
following the death of Solomon. After the
Assyrian King Sargon Il defeated Israel in
722 B.C, he carried the Jews into captivity
and repopulated the land with foreigners.
Because these people worshiped the gods
of their native countries, God sent lions
among them to torment them. Eventually
the king sent a priest to teach them how to
worship Him, but they merely mixed that
worship with their existing rituals.

By the time of Christ, Samaritan worship
had been reformed to the point that Sa-
maritans obeyed most of the Pentateuch
(Genesis through Deuteronomy), but they
maintained their own center of worship on
Mt. Gerizim. Many Jews hated them because
of their mixed ancestry and their modifica-
tions to the Law of Moses. Some Jews even
went out of their way to avoid traveling
through that region.
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Christ Vlinisters in
Samaria and Cana

Tony wasn’t the most popular guy or the valedictorian in his high school
graduating class. He wasn't a social outcast or a bad student, but neither
was he a recognizable face at school or a member of the honor society. He
just sort of plodded along, getting C’s and an occasional B. He managed
to get accepted into a good Christian college, where he studied accounting
and business administration. He sensed a growing desire in his heart to
prepare for a ministry in finances with churches, religious organizations,

and families who were experiencing financial difficulties.

In college, Tony didn’t set any academic records. He struggled academically,
but he learned a lot and was doing everything he could to be prepared to
serve the Lord when he graduated. During the last few months of his
senior year, he interviewed with a Christian financial planning company.
Impressed more with his vision and determination to serve the Lord than
with his scholastic record, the owner hired Tony to present their services to

churches and mission organizations all across the country.

It took Tony a while to “learn the ropes” of his new employer’s programs,
but he soon was traveling everywhere to churches of all sizes, offering
assistance in overcoming past and current financial problems, and putting
the churches back on the right track so that they could serve the Lord
more efficiently with the funds they had. The people he served deeply
appreciated his expertise, his mild-mannered presentation, and his obvious

desire to glorify God by helping them. His company paid him well as a
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result of his success, and he took satisfaction in helping others through this

unique ministry.

Then one day his boss scheduled him to present their program to Tony’s
home church, which had recently experienced some major financial
setbacks. They had wasted money on a poorly managed building project,
and a number of families had left the church, taking their money with
them. Tony was heartbroken that his childhood church had gotten itself
into such a position, but he was even more determined to help them solve
their problem. He visited the church to make his usual presentation, but
the pastor was surprisingly reserved—some might even say rude—toward
him. After Tony outlined his plan, the deacons were clearly reluctant to let

him speak to the entire congregation. Ultimately, the church rejected his
offer of help.

Tony just couldn’t understand it. Churches everywhere had employed
his company to help with similar problems. Every church had benefited

greatly from these services, but his own church coldly refused any help.

What had he done wrong?

He reported back to his employer and asked, “Why didn’t they let us help
them? Didn’t I present the message clearly? Didn't I show them the proven

results?”

“No, it wasn’t any of that, Tony,” his boss consoled him. “Do you
remember that statement in the Bible about a prophet not being without

. . >”
honor except in his own country?

“Sure, I remember it,” Tony replied, “but what does that have to do with

this situation? 'm not a prophet!”

“No, but you were returning to your own country, the place where the
people remember you only as a zit-faced teenager who barely managed to
get through high school. They're too blind to see that God is actually using
you to serve Him. They won't let you help them because they don’t think
that a zit-faced little kid has anything to offer them. They think they know

you too well.”
Tony thought for a moment about what his employer was saying.

“Jesus Himself faced the same problem,” his boss continued. “Jesus worked

miracles and led many people to salvation when He preached in Samaria,



but when He went home to Galilee, the people there rejected Him. They
couldn’t see their Messiah because they were seeing only the son of a lowly
craftsman from Nazareth. And that’s probably why your old church didnt
accept our offer of help. They couldn’t see you as an adult who was trying

to minister for their benefit.”

Don’t be surprised if family, former friends and acquaintances, and other
people in your own area reject the message of salvation when you witness.
They cannot see you as a messenger of God’s Word. They see only what

they knew in the past, and for some people that’s not a good memory!

So how do you react to such rejection? As Matthew 5:16 commands, “Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Then leave the results with God.
If you are faithful in obedience to the Lord, some will accept your message
and others will reject it, but you will have a conscience that is clear before

the Lord. And remember that Jesus’ own people rejected Him too.

John 4:51 says that the nobleman went
"down” from Cana to his home in Caper-
naum after he spoke to Jesus about his
sick son. Cana would have been located
behind the individual that took this pic-
ture.

The nobleman would have most likely
walked across the plateau in the fore-
ground of this picture, then through the
pass between the hills. That pass leads
into a rift valley that descends several
hundred feet below sea level to the plain
surrounding the Sea of Galilee. The noble-
man would have returned to Capernaum
by following the shore of the sea (its left
edge in this photo) around to the city on
the north side (the top of this photo).
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Student Work

»

>
4

»

4

' Read John 4:31-54.

What does it mean that a prophet does not have honor in his own
country? Can you think of an illustration of this principle that you

have seen in your lifetime?

Read the following verses in order and state what happened just
before Jesus left Judea for Galilee and what may have caused Him
to leave (Luke 3:19-20; Matt. 4:12; John 4:1-4).

Why do you think Jesus doesn’t respond to the rulers request?

Why does he challenge the man’s faith?

When the ruler responds in verse 49, is he ignoring Jesus’ challenge,

or is he really answering it in a different way?

Why do you think that?

Verse 50 says he believed what Jesus said. Verse 53 says simply that
he believed. What's the difference between the two? Is there any

difference at all?



4
’f?

Isaiah 9:1-2 prophesies of a great light that will shine in Galilee.

Now read Matthew 4:12-16. According to Matthew, how was

Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The

The

Miss the

Ignorant of spiritual
Instructed

Spiritual vision (vs. 35)

*  Blessings of witnessing (vs. 36-38)

Believe a

Want the Lord to stay with them (vs. 40)

The Miracle (4:43-54)

(4:31-38)

(vs. 32-33)

(4:39-42)

message (vs. 39)

The setting
* Leaving a revival to go to a spiritual (vs. 44-45)
*  Coming again to Cana (vs. 46)
The nobleman
*  Not exempt from sorrow because of

or (vs. 46-47)
* Hasa of faith in Christ (vs. 47-49)
*  Becomes a believer (vs. 50—53)
The son: not exempted from by age
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W Digging Deeper

1.

The disciples were learning, growing, and maturing in their time
with Christ during the first year of His ministry on Earth. List

what important lessons they were learning and how.

Conduct a study of the educational methods of Jesus Christ. How
can a school teacher apply those lessons in the classroom today?
How can a youth pastor or Sunday school teacher apply those les-

sons? How can a pastor apply those lessons?

Study 1 John 2:15, then explain the difference between “the world”
and “the things of the world.”

Jesus often went into a “solitary place” to pray. Why was that im-
portant? Why is the same thing important for believers today? Do
you have a “solitary place” where you can read the Word and pray?
If so, describe it.

Read “Morning Prayers,” chapter three in Matthew Henry’s book
Experiencing God’s Presence. List and briefly explain the seven rea-

sons he gives for praying in the morning in a “solitary place.”

Conduct a study of the man in Mark 2:1-5 who was let down on
his bed through the roof. What does that event say about the faith
of his friends?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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Christ Heals at the
Pool of Bethesda

If you walk down the wellness aisle at a store and skim the packaging
on the shelves, you'll read things like, “Guaranteed to work!” or “Get
visible results in just seven days!” The government regulates most of these

products, so marketers can only make certain kinds of claims.

But many so-called “health” products fall outside of government oversight.
Some companies sell magnetic bracelets to improve balance, oils to cure
cancer, and special teas to make you lose weight effortlessly, all without

changing your diet or activity.

Many such claims seem too good to be true—and often, they are. At
best, they take a grain of truth and expand it in outlandish ways without
evidence. At worst, they simply lie. In either case, such products mislead

people hoping for a miracle cure.

We shouldn’t be too quick to judge people who use these products. Of
course, some people just want a low-effort shortcut to good health. But
others have exhausted every conceivable cure, trying and failing to fix some
health problem that has paralyzed them, figuratively or literally. Many
people will try anything and everything in case something will help.

In John’s day, medical knowledge was limited, and many conditions had
no known cure. Poor people in particular did not have many options for
treatment or relief. The lame man in John 5 wanted healing, so he grasped
at the only chance he could—the Pool of Bethesda.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
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According to a tradition that had developed in the years prior, an angel
would occasionally come to this pool and stir up the water. Anyone who
dipped into the water at that moment would be healed. True or false, this
legend caught the attention of many people. But the pool was not inside
the temple complex, so any possible healings may not have been approved
or recognized by the religious leaders. The sick and lame around the pool

were left to fend for themselves.

Others may not have cared, but Jesus did. When He came to the pool of
Bethesda, He asked the lame man about his problem. The man had been
this way for 38 years—of course he wanted to be healed! He spent all his
time waiting by the pool for the slim chance that he could reach the water

at the right moment. But he could not walk, and no one would help him.

Jesus did not offer to help the lame man down to the water. No pool and
no angel had as much power as Jesus did. So after drawing attention to the
man’s need, Jesus tested his faith. Jesus told the man to get up and walk.
The man now had to put aside his shame and fear of embarrassment, then

show his faith by doing what Jesus said.

John writes that Jesus blessed the man for his faith. The man could not
heal himself, but by choosing to obey Jesus, he accepted the hope that Jesus

offered. The man believed Christ and proved that belief by standing up and
walking.

This passage challenges us with a question—how do we respond to God’s
commands? Do we hide our unbelief with excuses? Do we claim belief
while doing nothing to show our faith? An inactive faith is no real faith at

all (cf. James 2:14-26).

Student Work
Read John 5:1-18.

7 Imagine that you are the sick man. What would you be thinking
when Jesus asked if you wanted to get well? Would you have
expected what was about to happen? Why?



The remains of the Pool of Bethesda
are visible today in the Old City of
Jerusalem near the ancient Sheep Mar-
ket. The pool is about 55 feet long
and 12 feet wide, cut from solid rock.
A flight of steps wind steeply down to
the water. The pool was filled with
water that came from a spring nearby.
The spring gushed at unpredictable
intervals, causing the water to be “dis-
turbed,” or to rise and fall. Tradition
held that an angel was disturbing the
waters, so people thought that those
who could get into the water at that
moment would be healed. Thus, the
Pool of Bethesda became the gather-
ing place for the lame and the blind.
The story may reveal the spiritual ig-
norance of the people in Christ's day.

Over the next several hundred years
following Christ's miracle, churches
were built over the pool to commem-
orate the event. As one church was
destroyed, another was built to replace
it. Tourists today see the remains of a
myriad of churches and memorials that
mark the spot. The pictures included
in this study show what it looks like
today.




¥ Verse 13 tells us that the man did not know who had healed him.
What do you suppose the man thought had caused him to be healed?

¥ Why didn’t he ask Jesus who He was?

# What seems to be the major concern of the Jewish leaders in this

passage?
¥ Does this surprise you? Why or why not?

# Some people argue that Jesus never claimed to be God. What
evidence do we find in this passage that the Jews believed he was
claiming to be God?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson
]

The First Year of Christ’s Ministry: A Look Back
*  Reviewing what we've studied so far
*  Christ’s cleansing of the temple (2:13-25)
*  Christ’s meeting with Nicodemus (3:1-36)

*  Christ's meeting with the woman at the well in
Samaria (4:1-42)
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*  Christs healing of the nobleman’s son (4:43-54)
Filling in the gaps
* Significance of “after this”

e Records of Matthew, Mark, and Luke

Christ Reveals His by Healing at a Feast
¢ 'The place of the incident
e Near the gate (5:2)
e Called (5:2)
«  The meaning of the incident(5:2)
o 'The of the man

* Impotent (powerless, weak)
* Blind

*  Halt (crippled, lame)

*  Withered

¢ Not recognizing
*  Needing help
The

Digging Deeper

1.

Explain why the Jews worshiped on the Sabbath (Saturday) but
Christians worship on the Lord’s Day (Sunday). When did the

change in the day of worship occur and why?

Bible scholars have two differing views concerning the “moving
of the water” (vs. 3) by an angel at the pool of Bethesda in John
5:1—4. Some scholars believe that an angel actually did appear at
unexpected times and “troubled the water” (vs. 4). Other scholars,
however, believe that this was merely a superstition that had devel-
oped among the people due to the intermittent gushing of the wa-
ter from the spring that fed the pool. They believe this superstition
illustrated even further the deterioration of Judaism. Research both
views and explain which you accept and why.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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Christ Proves His Deity

Rudyard Kipling, the author famous for works like Captains Courageous
and 7he Jungle Book, didn’t reach success overnight. Early in his career, he
wrote for newspapers in his childhood home of India. He also published

dozens of short stories, but nothing that made him wealthy or famous.

In 1889, the 24-year-old writer decided to move to London, but not
before traveling through Hong Kong, Japan, and much of the United
States. When he stepped ashore in San Francisco, California, he caught the
attention of a young newspaper editor, who asked him if he had any travel

stories to sell. Readers were eager for tales from abroad.

Kipling chose instead to write about his few adventurous nights in San
Francisco. He described busy streets and opulent hotels, gambling dens
and barroom brawls—everything shocking to a young British man who
had spent much of his life in India. In one paragraph, he criticized the
American press for decrying violence among immigrants while ignoring
the corruption of government officials. He also took a jab at religious

leaders. In the end, Kipling offered the piece for ten dollars.

The newspaper editor considered the text unprintable. The stories were too
violent, and the social commentary would insult his readers. But, thinking
he could soften a few paragraphs, the editor offered seven and a half dollars.
Kipling turned him down and left the city soon after.

Years later, after Rudyard Kipling became a world-famous, Nobel Prize-
winning author, people joked about the “foolish American editor” who

missed the chance to publish a literary star. The editor himself took the
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jabs good-naturedly, but he said that he wished people would just let the

story die.

When we read about people who turned down golden opportunities,
i’s hard not to think of the Pharisees in John’s day. When these religious
leaders objected to Jesus’ claims of deity, He told them to search the
Scriptures because they pointed right toward Him (John 5:39).

The Pharisees took this as an insult. They had dedicated their lives to
studying and applying Scripture. They meticulously observed every law
and tradition, believing they could ensure themselves righteousness and
eternal life. Who was this preacher to dismiss all that and then claim God’s

own authority? How could they know Scripture so well, but miss the God

behind the Word?

Some Christians fall into this line of thought. They go through the
motions—reading their Bible, saying a few prayers, showing up to
services—and think they’ve done enough for their spiritual health.
Educated people are automatically good people, right? But Jesus taught

something different.

One day, Jesus shared the Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13:3-23). In this
story, a farmer sows seeds which fall into different kinds of soil. As Jesus
explained later, the seeds represent His teaching, while the soils are people

who respond to truth in different ways.

*  Some seeds fall on the hardpacked soil of a path (v. 19). Nothing
grows here, and the seeds get trampled or snapped up by birds. This
soil represents someone who rejects God’s Word, and the birds pic-

ture Satan trying to snatch the Word away.

*  Some seeds land on rocky ground (vv. 20-21). They can’t grow
well here, so their sprouts wither away under the sun. This soil rep-
resents a shallow response to the Word. Some people accept truth
gladly, but when trouble comes, they abandon the Word for some-

thing more convenient.

*  Some seeds fall among the thorns (v. 22), which eventually choke
the life from whatever manages to grow. The soil here pictures
someone more concerned with pleasures and wealth than any ser-
vice to God. These people will follow God in some ways, but bear
litele spiritual fruit. Like a weed-filled garden, they lack commit-

ment and discipline.



*  Finally, some seeds fall into good soil (v. 23), where plants will
grow and thrive. This represents people who hear, understand, and
believe the truth of the Word. With a sensitive heart of faith, they

go on to follow God and show a clear love for others.

Jesus drew this picture to challenge His listeners about the condition of
their hearts. Soil can’t change its own composition, but we can choose
to seek God in His Word. What kind of soil represents us today? Do we
recognize and accept the wisdom in Scripture? Are we willing to grow more
like Christ? What kind of love do we nurture for others?

As you read about Jesus’ authority and deity in this lesson, ask God to
prepare you to better receive His truth. Sow and water the Word as best

you can, but trust God for the miracle of growth.

Student Work
Read John 5:17-47.

9
7 If Jesus’ works were simply parallels to what He saw His Father

doing, what kinds of works does this passage imply the Father is
doing?

¥ Do you think the raising of the dead verse 21 refers to is speaking
of physical or spiritual life?

7 We know that John and the rest of Scripture teach that salvation is
by grace through faith. Why does verse 29 connect people’s eternal
destiny with the kinds of works they do?

7 There is “another” that bears witness that Jesus’ testimony is true.
Who might that be? (Keep this verse and question in mind when
our study gets into the later chapters of John.)
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b
7 What does this passage teach was the purpose of Jesus’ miracles?

Was it simply to make sick people healthy?

" . . . . .
7 Jesus said that the Scriptures contained testimony about Him. If
you were a Jew in this time what would you have thought of when

someone mentioned the “Scriptures™?

_ Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Seven Proofs of Christ’s Deity (5:17-29)

° In (vs. 17-18)
e In (vs. 19)
e In (vs. 20)
e In (vs. 21)
° In (vs. 22, 24)
¢ In power to impart (vs. 24-206)
* In to send men to

heaven and to hell (vs. 27-29)

The Four Witnesses of Christ’s Deity (5:32-47)
*  John the Baptist (vs. 32-35)
e Christ’s own works (vs. 36)
* His miracles bore witness to His deity
e The Father (vs. 37-38)
* In the Old Testament Scriptures
* At Christ’s baptism
*  The Word of God (vs. 39—-47)

*  Testimony to Christ throughout its pages
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Digging Deeper

1.

Only God has the prerogative to give and take life. Based on this

principle, what conclusions can we make concerning the following

issues? Does it rule out capital punishment and/or national wars?

Why or why not? Be able to support and defend your conclusions

with Scripture.

Abortion
Infanticide
Euthanasia

Cloning

Capital punishment

Write a two- to four-page paper explaining why the doctrine of the

deity of Christ is foundational to Christianity.

Make a chart showing how 5-6 major false religions and cults deny

the deity of Christ.

List the Scripture passages in which John the Baptist testified to the
deity of Christ.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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Christ Performs Two
Miracles in Galilee

Athanasius contra mundum!

“Athanasius against the world!”

Thus went a slogan among fourth century Christians to commemorate an
important teacher in the early church. Athanasius served as a bishop in
Alexandria, Egypt, and he became famous for arguing against a popular

false teaching, despite tremendous personal cost.

Before Athanasius was born, a priest named Arius taught for many years
that God the Father created the Son at a specific point in time. According to
Arius, Jesus was neither eternal nor fully God like the Father. Theologians

call this doctrine Arianism, and it can take many forms today.

Even as a young deacon, Athanasius recognized the implications of
Arianism. If God had created Jesus just as He did everyone else, then how
could Jesus redeem the rest of us from our sins? Athanasius argued that
only God had the power and authority to die in our place and conquer
death. Only God could save us. To Athanasius, Jesus must be God, or the

doctrine of salvation made no sense.

Among other works, Athanasius wrote a book called On the Incarnation.
Here he argued that Jesus is both human and God, with two distinct natures
that made Him the perfect sacrifice for us. Summarizing a passage from
Hebrews 2, Athanasius wrote that “the rescue of mankind from corruption

was the proper part only of Him who made them in the beginning” [§10].

In one section, Athanasius points to Jesus’ miracles as crucial evidence
of His deity. Other figures in Scripture had performed miracles before,

but only by God’s power. Jesus’ miracles were special; to Athanasius,
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they revealed a God-Man exercising power and authority reserved for the

Creator alone. Athanasius considered some of Jesus’ work:

* Jesus healed all kinds of injury and disease, including irreversible

conditions people had suffered since birth.
*  Jesus cast out demons that fled from His words.

*  Jesus altered creation, almost casually. He turned water into wine,
and He multiplied bread and fish to feed thousands. He walked on
water as if it were solid land.

* Jesus was born from a virgin, meaning His birth must have in-

volved divine intervention.

During Jesus’ ministry, for the first time, people saw God walking through
His creation and restoring it with a word. Jesus looked like a man but
spoke like God. Describing those miracles, Athanasius wrote, “Even the

most casual observer can see that these were acts of God” [§18].

The Gospel of John supports Athanasius’ argument. In John
10, when the religious leaders asked Jesus if He was the
Messiah, He explained that His works confirmed His identity
(vv. 24-30). He said that He was one with the Father. Today,
we believers have to trust the accuracy of Scripture, but for
people who saw those miracles directly, the truth was even

clearer.

For his beliefs, Athanasius fought dearly and suffered greatly.

Byzantine pilgrims to the Holy Land built a
church in the Galilean coastal city of Tabgha.
Since they believed the church was located
near the site of Christ's feeding of the 5,000
(cf. John 6), they designed a beautiful tile
floor that included a mosaic of two fish and
a breadbasket. However, this location does
not match the site described in the Bible,
and none of the fish in the Sea of Galilee
have two dorsal fins. Ancient Jews prob-
ably did not decorate their bread with tiny
crosses, either.
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In the shifting politics of the late Roman Empire, people
would declare him a champion of truth one year—and a divisive liar the
next. His Greek critics reportedly mocked him for his darker skin, and
he spent much of his life arguing with religious leaders and government
officials. In total, Athanasius spent at least seventeen years in forced exiled

from his home.

But thanks in part to his writing, Arianism fell into disfavor. A few years
after Athanasius’ death, the First Council of Constantinople met and
solidly declared the divine equality of all three persons in the Trinity. To
most people who called themselves Christian, the Father, Son, and Spirit
were all fully Creator God.

For Athanasius, Jesus' miracles were proof of His deity. But for us, they
also represent Jesus” divine compassion. He could have proved Himself by
destroying His enemies or spreading terror, but He chose instead to heal,
to feed, and to comfort. Just as He does today, He built up His followers’
faith through love.



As we've already seen, John records some of Jesus’ miracles, but the other
Gospels include many more. Before we continue with this lesson, you’ll
survey some of these events.

The following table is designed to fill in the historical gap at this point in
John’s Gospel. Read the references in the left column and then complete
the table by writing in each of the other two columns where Jesus went and

what He did there.

Scripture

Where Jesus Went What Happened There

Reference

Matt. 12:1-8

Mark 3:1-6

Mark 3:7-12

Mark 3:13-19

Matt. 5-7

Matt. 8:5-13

Luke 7:11-17

Luke 7:36-50

The following events all occurred on the same day somewhere in Galilee.
If mentioned, tell where specifically.

Mark 3:19-30

Mark 3:31-35

Mark 4:1-34

Mark 4:35-41
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Mark 5:1-20

Mark 5:21-43

Matt. 9:27-34

Mark 6:1-6

Mark 6:6-29

&/

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

As the disciples returned from their tour (see Mark 6:6-29), they reported
to Jesus (vs. 30—33). A crowd thronged them so much that they didn’t even

have time to eat. At this point, John resumed his narrative in John 6.

Student Work

Read John 6:1-21.

b )
¥ What was it about the signs that caused the multitudes to follow

»

Jesus?

¥ Were Jesus’ reasons for performing miracles the same as the people’s

reasons for following Him?

¥ When Jesus tested Philip, what do you think He was looking for
Philip to demonstrate or say?



Above is a view of the Sea of Galilee from
the Mount of Beatitudes, where the Ser-
mon on the Mount is believed to have
been delivered and where the feeding of
the 5,000 may have taken place. The view
to the left is from the Sea of Galilee look-
ing up towards the Mount.
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What would have been the best thing for Philip to say?

What did Philip’s answer show about how he expected the problem

to be solved?

When Peter tells Jesus about the boy with a lunch, is he showing

faith or discouragement? Explain the reasons for your answer.

What does Jesus’ ability to provide food imply about His provision

for believers today?

Since all the events of the world are moving toward Christ ruling as
king of the universe, why did he not let the people crown him king
when they wanted to?

If you were part of the crowd, what would you have thought when
Jesus left?

What do you think was Jesus’ reason for leaving?



Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
*  'The of the miracle
*  Performed before many people
*  Miracle of creation
*  Picture of Christ
e The of the miracle (6:1-4)
*  During a time of rest

¢ Near the time of the Passover

Lessons from Christ’s Vacation

* There is nothing wrong with Christian workers taking a

*  Even while resting from earthly pressure, be ready to the
Lord.
° Be to have the vacation end sooner than planned.

The Failure of Philip and Andrew (6:5-9)
e Trials test our

*  Failure is looking at outward

rather than God’s over circumstances.

The Miracle (6:10-14)
*  Reveals Christ’s
*  Requires man’s
*  Shows God’s
* Reveals Christs

e Shows the that comes from serving

¢ Reveals Christ’s

Miracle of Walking on Water (6:14-21)
*  The people want to make Jesus king (vs. 14-15)
* 'The disciples are in trouble (vs. 16-19)
* 'The Lord saves the day (vs. 19-21)

Concluding Lesson: Trust in God and Obey His Commands
Because He Knows What He Is Doing
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A Digging Deeper

1.

Study the questions that Jesus asked other people during His minis-
try. (For example, in John 6, Jesus asked Philip how they could feed
the thousands of people who had gathered to hear Jesus.) Find at

least five such questions, and for each one, write the following:
*  Who did Jesus ask?
*  Why did Jesus ask the question?
*  How did the person or group respond?
*  What was the result of the conversation?

Write a one-page explanation of Romans 8:28. Outline your own
thoughts before consulting commentaries or other sources. Cite at
least one biblical figure who demonstrated the truth in this verse.

If we believe this truth, how can it change our outlook and trust in

God?

What principles about orderliness can you glean from the account
of Christ feeding the five thousand? How can people improve their

service with good organization?

Write a one-page report on Athanasius and Arianism after consult-
ing at least three credible sources. Describe one or two of Athana-
sius’ objections to Arianism, along with your own opinion support-

ed by Scripture.
Philip told Jesus that 200 denarii could not buy enough bread to

feed the crowds. Research the denarius and estimate how much 200
denarii would be worth today. Check your local price of bread and
calculate how many loaves you could buy with the equivalent of
200 denarii.

Study each account of the feeding of the five thousand (Matt.
14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15). Make a
chart highlighting which details of the miracle are included in each

account.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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Christ Teaches That He
Is the Bread of Life

(Part 1)

“The weather map shows a very strong cold front heading down from
Canada and a warm front streaming up from the Gulf of Mexico,” the
meteorologist declares with a serious look. “Depending on where these two

fronts meet, our region could be in for some significant snowfall.”

Suddenly, everyone is alert. Even those who have been trying to do

homework during the news report are suddenly all ears.

“Yes, we could very well be in for a heavy snowfall in the viewing area,”
the forecaster continues. “The National Weather Service has issued a severe
winter storm alert for the entire region, and we're calling for accumulation
in the double digits. In the coming hours, we will know with greater

certainty what to expect.”

Youd better believe that people will be checking their devices for updates
by the minute. But as they wait for news on the weather, they have to do

something very important.

In parts of the United States that face snowstorms, even the hint of such
a forecast can generate a frenzy at the supermarkets. People fear being
trapped in their houses by a record snowfall without the basic necessities
of life. As a result, the stores are jammed with shoppers. Very quickly, the

aisles are emptied of bread, milk, and toilet paper.
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Like water, bread is a staple of life. In fact, the very word bread is symbolic

of sustenance and subsistence. It is representative of the basic requirement

of life.

When Christ taught His disciples to pray, He told them to speak to the
Father like this: “Give us this day our daily bread.” With these words, He
made it clear that we depend on God for even the bare essentials of life.

In this lesson and the next, we will study Christ’s claim that He is the Bread
of Life, the essential aspect of a proper spiritual diet. Without Him, our
souls are famished, just as our physical bodies are starved unless we have
bread to eat. But that spiritual bread is even more important as we face the
storms of life and the attacks of Satan.

As we study these two lessons, pay particular attention to Christ’s role as

the Bread of Life. Note ways in which He meets your most basic needs.

Student Work

/’ Read John 6:22-32.

b ]
¥ Since the crowds knew Jesus had not gone into the boat, how do

»

you suppose they thought He got to the other side of the lake?

¥ What other questions might have been going through their minds
about Jesus at this time?

¥ What does Jesus’ answer to them in verse 26 suggest about what

He knew was in their hearts?

¥ Were the people focusing on the food or the power that produced
it?



His Son?

» What does Jesus teach about our priorities in this passage?

" What do you think Jesus means by the “seal” the Father placed on

" What does Jesus show the crowds in verses 27-30 about man’s
inability to please God?

John 6:59 indicates that Jesus' discourse on
bread was delivered in the synagogue at
Capernaum. The remains of this synagogue
have been excavated and serve as a pattern
for the reconstruction pictured above.

The Jews' worship in the Old Testament
centered around the temple in Jerusalem.
After Judah was carried away to captivity
in 586 B.C. and the temple was destroyed,
Jews began to build synagogues for week-
ly worship in the lands of their captivity.
Some of the earliest synagogues have been
found in Egypt, but by the time of Christ
almost every city in the Roman Empire of
any size had at least one.

A typical Sabbath service included Scripture
reading (from the Old Testament), a sermon,
and sometimes an opportunity for the adult
men to ask questions. See Luke 4:16-30 for
a description of a Sabbath meeting in which
Jesus participated.
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What is the only “work” one can do that pleases God?

How is the “work” of belief different from the works about which
the people were asking?

Is verse 30 a reasonable question?

What are the people in the crowd forgetting?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Setting (6:22-25)

The place: the of Capernaum (vs. 59)
The time: the feeding of the five thousand

The Command (6:26-39)

His : knows why they
sought Him (vs. 26)

His : pursue spiritual

realities, not temporal goals (vs. 27)

The : Jews believe salvation
is by works (vs. 28)

The : only “work” is to
believe in Christ (vs. 29)

The Unbelief (6:30-32)



Digging Deeper

1.

Read John 6:27. Give examples of the “meat which perisheth”
that Christian young people are often guilty of pursuing. Which
of these things are you tempted to chase? List steps by which you
can push these things into the background of your life and put the
more important things of the Lord’s work first.

What are the right reasons for serving the Lord? What steps can
you take to ensure that you maintain the right reasons and motives
in your life? How can you keep the right priorities in life, ensuring
that you put “first things first”?

Study other bread- or baking-related comments that Christ made
in Scripture. (For example, Christ warned His disciples about “the
leaven of the Pharisees.”) What did He mean? How do such com-

ments relate directly to your life?

One activity in the preceding chapter asked you to study the ques-
tions that Christ asked of others. For this chapter, conduct a study
of the questions that other people asked of Christ. Determine and
state for each instance (a) the specific question asked, (b) who
asked Jesus the question, (c) the person’s motive for asking the
question, (d) Christ’s response to the question, (d) the reaction of
the person who had asked the question, and (e) the lesson(s) that

Christ’s answer taught the person.

Make a chart showing 67 major false religions and cults, and then
list the different works that each requires for salvation. Write Scrip-

ture references that contradict each false teaching.

Explain why man insists on receiving or seeing a “sign” before he
will believe. How do visible means of portraying God lead to idola-
try? Give examples, both from Scripture and history, of how this
has happened. What steps has God often taken to ensure that His
people do not fall into the trap of idolizing various objects?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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Christ Teaches That He
Is the Bread of Life

(Part 2)

In the Middle East of Jesus’ day, bread was made from wheat or barley. Many
people of the day lived practically on bread alone! Along with fish, bread was
certainly the chief food of Jesus’ day.

In shape, it resembled round, flat stones. This fact is important when you
are reading the Scriptures. For example, in Matthew 7:9, Christ asked, “Or
what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a
stone?” Some people have wondered why Jesus linked bread with a stone in
this question. When we see what their bread looked like, however, we can
better understand His choice of words. (Someone has said that their bread

not only looked like a stone but also was about as hard as one too!)

The bread was made by mixing the finely beaten wheat with water or
milk. It was then kneaded with one’s hands in small, wooden bowls called
kneading troughs. The bread was then placed in a barrel-shaped hole in the
ground that served as an oven. The women baked the bread until it was
thoroughly done. Most of the bread was circular, about eight to ten inches

in diameter, and one-fourth of an inch thick.

The fact that the boy in John 6 brought barley loaves instead of the more
nutritious and delicious wheat bread suggests that he came from a poor
family or region. In Judges 7:13, the Midianite’s dream of a barley loaf,
which was interpreted as the “sword of Gideon,” perhaps symbolized the

poverty of Israel under the Midianites oppression.
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Bread plays a central role in this lesson as it did in the preceding lesson. But
as you study this lesson, don’t think only in terms of physical bread. Jesus is
speaking of spiritual bread. Hopefully you will understand what He meant
more clearly than did the Jews!

Lake Tiberias
(Sea Of Galilee)

Student Work
Read John 6:32-71.

# If you were part of the crowd, what kind of bread would you have
thought Jesus was talking about?

*  What was the need that you would have wanted to be satisfied?

* Was this what Jesus was offering?

# What do the Jews' complaints in verses 41 and 42 show about their
standing with the Father in verses 37—-40?

#  How does the drawing work of the Father show its effects in

people’s lives?

A
7 What does verse 44 say about who causes and allows us to
believe?
S
/¥ What do you think it means to eat Jesus flesh and drink His
blood?
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This photo was taken from the top of the cliffs of Mount
Arbel. The north end of the Sea of Galilee can be seen in
the distance. Directly below these cliffs is the route that
Christ would have taken when traveling between Naza-
reth and Capernaum.




Unleavened Flatbread

Ingredients

1 cup whole wheat flour

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon ground cumin or coriander
1/2 cup water, room temperature

Mix flour, saltand cuminor coriandertogetherina powl. Slowly workin the water, kneadinginawork bowloronafloured
bread board, until the doughis supple and elastic (about 5-10 minutes). Cover witha damp clothand let rest 30 minutes.
Knead again lightly and form into small round balls. Flatten balls with the palm of the hand, lightly flour each side, and
place ona board. Roll out thinly.

Heat an ungreased griddle or heaving frying pan on medium heat until adrop of water dancesonthe surface. Cookone
ortwoflatbreads atatime, turning after the bottoms develop brown spots and bread justbeginsto puffup.Rotate bread
gently, while pressing down lightly on the edges.Turn over and lightly brown the other side.When both sides are done,
pickup the bread with a fork, and if using a gas burner, hold it for moment overa high flame. This will generally give the
bread an extra“push’to puff up. Serve hot.

Note: Often your first attempts mightnot puffupas well as your third orfourth tries. This generally means that the griddle
or frying pan was not sufficiently heated to begin with. These first breads are still delicious! Also, you might want to try
adding a tablespoon of butter or samneh to the dough to enrich it. Both varieties aré recommended.

4
¥ V -
) die;sis t6(1).k66 }slhow that some of Jesus™ disciples (not the Twelve)
ot like this teaching and abandoned hi
. im because they did
not believe. What does this say about their commitment to ]};:sus>

b
4 idn”
g Why didn’t Jesus try harder to convince them to follow?

%
v What did Peter understand that the unfaithful disciples did not?
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Bread (6:32-40)
*  Characteristics of the true
e A (vs. 33)
*  Gives (vs. 33)
*  Satisfies (vs. 35)
*  Facts about bread
e A
*  Needed daily
*  Must be to be eaten
*  Rejection of the true Bread (vs. 34, 36)
The Bread (6:41-50)
*  Why the rejected Christ (vs. 44—46)
e Sinful condition
*  Not drawn by the Father
* Impact of the living Bread (vs. 47-50)
The Bread (6:51-59)
*  Refers to Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross
*  Supplies everlasting life to all who partake in faith
The Results (6:60-71)
*  Many people Him (vs. 60-606)
*  'The stay with Him (vs. 67-71)
*  Only a few are committed enough to remain.
*  The rest seek miracles and food.
Why Men Follow Christ
*  Because of the (7:2)
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Because of the (7:5)

Because of the (6:26)
Because of the (6:70-71)
Because He is the (6:68-69)

A Digging Deeper

1.

Judas followed Jesus for all of the wrong reasons. Conduct a study
of the life of Judas, perhaps beginning your research by reading
what Lockyer says about him in A/l the Men of the Bible. List the
things about Judas that indicate that his heart and motives were
not right. What parallels can you make between those characteris-
tics of Judas and modern men? Why did the other eleven disciples
not detect Judas’s hypocrisy? List characteristics in our or others’
lives that could be warning signs that the motives are not right?
What steps can we take to correct such characteristics in our own

lives or to help those in whom we see such signs?

Study the master-servant relationship as explained in Scripture.
Explain the difference between the master-servant relationship and
the master-slave relationship. What was expected of each person in
the master-servant relationship? How does the master-servant rela-
tionship correspond to our personal responsibility to Christ? What
principles in the master-servant relationship should guide our con-
duct and behavior as Christians in the workplace? What does the
New Testament require of employers and employees?

We've all heard the warning “Don’t bite the hand that feeds you.”
How do we see the people to whom Christ fed physical food (albeit
miraculously) biting His hand? Why did they turn on Him thus?

In His teaching, Christ often used common, everyday things to
teach important spiritual truths, just as He used the bread in this
lesson. List and describe other common things that He used at

other times to teach deep spiritual truths.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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18
Christ Attends the Feast
of Tabernacles

Imagine yourself participating in a serious and deeply symbolic formal
ceremony that your unique group has performed for centuries. Everything
is going as it was planned and as it has been done for generations. Everyone
involved takes great pride in doing everything just right, and no one dares

to introduce or do anything radical during the event.

Suddenly, someone stands up among the crowd and shouts something
that is shockingly radical! In fact, he is making what to many people in
attendance are outrageous claims. The leaders of the ceremony would, of
course, be very upset with the one who dared to interrupt their ceremony

and introduce such an innovation. Spectators and participants alike would

be shocked beyond words.

That’s just what happened one day during the Jewish ceremony known as
the Feast of Tabernacles.

The Feast of Tabernacles was a week-long celebration involving a series of
unique customs and ceremonies. For example, at daybreak every morning
for the first seven days of the feast, a priest went to the pool of Siloam and
filled a golden pitcher with water. He was accompanied by a procession of

people and a band playing music.

On returning to the temple, the priest was welcomed by three blasts of a

trumpet. Going to the west side of the great altar, he poured the water into
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a silver basin that had holes in the bottom. The leaking water ran off, and

the people sang, shouted, and sounded trumpets.

This interesting ceremony represented three things:
1. The water that God provided for their fathers in the wilderness,
2. 'The forthcoming “latter rains,” (see circle calendar below) and

3. 'The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the coming of the Messiah.

On the eighth day of the feast, the ceremony was performed as it had been
on the previous seven days, but on this day the water was mixed with wine
and poured into two silver cups upon the altar. The people sang from Isaiah

12:3: “with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.”

When Jesus went to the Feast of Tabernacles, He stood on the eighth day
during this very ceremony and cried out, “If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said,
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37-38). Imagine
the people’s surprise when He interrupted the ceremony! Imagine the
frustration and anger of the Jewish rulers when they realized what He was

saying about Himself in those words!

This lesson focuses on Jesus’ astounding claim and its aftermath, but before
we can begin, we must catch up with some events that John did not record.

God inspired the other Gospel writers to share these with us.

John 6 closes with Jesus in a synagogue in Capernaum in the spring of
A.D. 31. John 7 opens with Jesus in Galilee, preparing to go to Jerusalem
in September—October A.D. 31. The following table is designed to fill in
the historical gap at this point in John’s Gospel. Read the references in the
left column and then complete the table by writing in each of the other two

columns where Jesus went and what He did there.



Scripture
Reference

Mark 7:24-30

Where Jesus Went

What Happened There

Mark 7:31-8:9;
Matt. 15:29-38

Mark 8:10-12;
Matt. 15:39-16:4

Mark 8:13-26;
Matt. 16:5-12

Mark 8:27-30;
Matt. 16:13-20;
Luke 9:18-21

Mark 9:2-8;
Matt. 17:1-8

Mark 9:30-32;
Matt. 17:22-23;
Luke 9:43-45

Matt. 17:24-27

Matt. 18:1-5;
Mark 9:33-37;
Luke 9:46-48

Mark 9:38-50;
Matt. 18:6-14;
Luke 9:49-50

Matt. 18:15-35
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After the Babylonians destroyed Solomon's Temple, the Jews under Zerubbabel rebuilt a far less
impressive structure in 515 B.C. after their return from captivity. About two decades before
Christ’s birth, Herod the Great initiated a major expansion and renovation, which was not com-
pleted until after his death in 4 B.C. The structure in Jesus time was known as Herod's Temple.

About 30 years after Jesus' death, the Jews rebelled against the Roman occupying forces. Roman
legions lay siege to Jerusalem and razed Herod's Temple in A.D. 70. Seen here is the retaining
wall, which is the only remaining portion of the original structure. It is known today as the
western, or “Wailing Wall” Orthodox Jews hold the site sacred today, offering prayers for the
restoration of the temple and Old Testament worship.

Ssn I I {




Student Work
Read John 7:1-31.

»

$

Why would Jesus’ brothers want Him to show Himself to everyone

when even they did not believe in Him?

Some of the Jews thought Jesus was a deceiver. What kind of
deception were they talking about? What might they have thought

was the lie Jesus was perpetrating?

The Jews were surprised at Jesus’ knowledge because he had not sat
under the teaching of their rabbis. What was the source of Jesus’

teaching?

What does the rabbis’ question suggest about where they were
looking for their authority?

What does verse 17 teach is the determining factor in allowing us

to understand the source of Jesus’ authority?

What is suggested by the fact that the Jews wanted to seize Jesus?
Did they think he was a lunatic or someone blaspheming by
claiming to be God?

What does verse 31 show that Jesus’ miracles had accomplished in

some people’s hearts?

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

133



134

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Reasons for Christ’s Absence from the Public Spotlight
. temperatures
*  Pharisees are growing more
*  People are excited about making Him
*  Herod is growing
e Christ needs

e Christ needs time to His disciples.

His Disciples’ Selfish Request (7:1-5)
*  Urge Jesus to attend the feast

*  Fail to understand about His impending death

Jesus’ Reasons for Not Going to the Feast (7:6-9)
*  Not His (vs. 6)

*  Not His purpose to (vs. 7-8)
Jesus Goes to the Feast in Secret (7:10-13)

Results of Jesus’ Teaching in the Temple (7:14-31)
*  People marvel at His (vs. 15-16)
*  Christ reveals the source of His learning and His divine humility

(7:17-18)

¢ Christ accuses the people of seeking to kill Him (vs. 19)
* People that they would kill Him (vs. 20)
*  Christ exposes their ignorance (vs. 21-24)
*  People become even more confused (vs. 25-27)
* Jesus claims to (vs. 28-29)
*  Jews seek to kill Him (vs. 30)
*  Many believe on Him (7:31)



The Feast of Tabernacles was initiated
to commemorate the 40 years in the
wilderness when Israel lived in tem-
porary dwellings. Many people built
small tents, or “booths,” and lived in
them during this feast. This map shows
the route followed by the priests and
a procession of the people as they
carried water from the Pool of Siloam
to pour out on the altar at the temple.

On the last day of the feast all the
pilgrims in the city joined the proces-
sion with the priests. They divided into
three groups. One remained at the
temple for the morning sacrifices. A
second group left the city through the
East Gate to cut willow branches to
place on the sacrificial altar. The re-
maining group followed the water
priest to the Pool of Siloam, where he
filled a golden pitcher with water. The
procession then returned to the tem-
ple through the Water Gate, led by
the priest.

FINNOM ™ ALLEY
Digging Deeper

1. Read Leviticus 23:34—44 concerning the regulations for the Feast

of Tabernacles, and answer the following questions. What was the
date of the event? How long did the feast last? What customs were
followed during the feast and why?

2. Read about and report to the class on significance of the Feast of
Tabernacles as described in chapter 5 (pp. 45-55) of Buksbazen’s
book 7he Gospel in the Feasts of Israel.

3. Is Satan concerned about the influence that your life has over the
other people around you? What practical steps can you take in each
of the following environments to ensure that your life is having the
type of influence it ought?

*  Your home

* Your extended family (i.e., grandparents, aunts, uncles,
cousins, etc.)

*  Your church youth group

*  Your school classroom

*  Your extracurricular activities

*  Your community and neighborhood
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Christ Divides the
People at the Feast of
Tabernacles

In many developed countries, Christians enjoy an unprecedented amount
of religious freedom. Cultures may not affirm biblical principles, but
Christians are generally free to worship, to study the Bible, and to share the
gospel without persecution. But many other countries do not guarantee

this freedom.

In China, the Communist Party heavily restricts ideology and religious
practice. The Chinese government conducts frequent Sinicization
campaigns—that is, crackdowns to force religious communities to
assimilate into the approved version of Chinese culture. Some Christian
churches can hold services openly, but only with state-appointed pastors
and doctrine. Officials worry that churches may promote Western values,
so they require pastors to preach loyalty to the Party more than loyalty to
God. In most cases, children cannot attend religious services at all. Many
Chinese Christians therefore gather in homes to worship, pray, and learn,
but this can be dangerous, depending on how zealously their local officials
enforce restrictions. Christians are regularly imprisoned or forced to work

in labor camps.

In India, the law allows religious diversity and freedom, but Christians still
face cultural persecution. Recent political movements favor a radical brand
of Hindu nationalism with followers who often use their influence to

suppress and denigrate Christians. In 2021, India passed a law prohibiting
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forceful religious conversions—not for the first time—but this law is
applied selectively. Some Hindu officials use the law to discriminate against
Christians or Muslims engaging in any religious activity. If Christians
are charged with illegal conversion, they may spend enormous amounts
of time and money on their legal defense, even if they manage to avoid
fines or imprisonment. Meanwhile, some officials turn a blind eye to mob

violence directed against religious minorities.

Jesus knew that His teaching would divide people. And if some people
hated Him, they would certainly hate His followers (John 15:18). John
later wrote that we shouldn’t be too surprised when the world system
opposes us (1 John 3:13). From the very beginning of the church, enemies
of Christ have used a variety of methods to suppress the gospel:

*  Legal Persecution — Governments may pass laws or rules that ban

Christian doctrines or practices.

*  Regulatory Persecution — Governments may institute an approved

Christian church, with state-controlled leaders and teaching.

*  Selective Persecution — Laws may protect religious freedom, but

some officials might suppress churches in secret or illegal ways.

*  Cultural Persecution — Some social movements view Christianity

as an obstacle, so individuals may attack Christians.

*  Familial Persecution — In cultures where large family groups con-
trol day-to-day life, Christians may be shunned or even attacked
by their relatives. Children may be disowned, and wives may be

thrown out on the street.

* Indirect Persecution — Christians may also get caught up in con-
flicts that don't relate to faith. When people attack other ethnicities
or ideologies, they may also target Christians simply by association.

All Christians will experience some kind of opposition, but we should be
careful not to cry persecution too easily. Both Paul and Peter wrote that
we should, whenever possible, respect government leaders and obey laws
(cf. 1 Tim. 2:1-2; 1 Pet. 2:11-16). They wrote this despite living under a
government that actively sought out Christians for imprisonment, torture,

and execution.

So when people mock or dismiss our beliefs, we should answer with careful
truth and love. If we cannot respond gracefully to such soft opposition,
we will not endure more difficult tests of faith. Christians do not fight
persecution—but rather face it, refusing to abandon love, joy, and peace,
which no law can stamp out (Gal 5:22-23).



Student Work
Read John 7:32-53.

»

9

The Pharisees obviously disagreed with Jesus’ teaching, but people
don’t usually try to arrest those they disagree with. If you were one

of these Pharisees, why would you have wanted to go after Him?

When Jesus said He would go somewhere, the Jews thought that
Jesus was going leave them to teach Gentiles who had begun to follow
Judaism. Why didn’t they understand what Jesus was saying?

Imagine that you were a Jew in Jesus’ day. What might have made

you want to side with the Pharisees against Jesus?

What does it seem to you that the Jewish people wanted Jesus to
be?

Would you have wanted what they wanted? Why or why not?

What do you think the officers meant by their response to the chief
priests and Pharisees in verse 46?

Was this a valid excuse for their disobedience?
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7 Scripture doesn’t tell us if Nicodemus ever believed in Jesus. If
he was a believer, do you think he was bold enough before the
Pharisees? Why or why not?

4
7 What would you have done in his place?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Jesus s (7:32-36)
Jesus Cries Out to the (7:37-39)

*  'The Jewish ceremony

* Jesus meaning

The People Are (7:40-53)
*  Some believe He is the (vs. 40—41)
¢ Some remain (vs. 41-42)
*  Some Him (vs. 44)
*  Some are (vs. 45-49)
* One Him (vs. 50-53)
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The East Gate of Jerusalem as seen from the Kidron
Valley. This gate was built by the Turks over the site
of the gate that existed in Christ's day.
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Digging Deeper

1.

Explain what it is about the gospel message that divides people.
Why does it cause such division? In what ways can Christians be

tempted to change the gospel to satisfy critics?

Read and study Joshua 24:15 carefully. In this verse, Joshua forced
the people to make a clear choice. Name some instances in which
you have been called upon to make a clear-cut decision in a matter
that put your Christianity to the test. Explain how you made the
decision(s) and describe the results.

Describe the times when you've made a public statement of a spiri-
tual decision. What benefits did you discover in such a public an-
nouncement? Did it lead to suffering or persecution of any kind? If

so, how?

Contact a mission agency and gather information about a particu-
lar country where the agency has a missionary. Write to the mis-
sionary and ask about the price that the people there must pay
(socially, financially, physically, etc.) whenever they confess Christ
publicly. Ask what you can do to help those people. Then do it!
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The Day After the Feast

If a child pretends to be a police officer and writes you a traffic ticket in
crayon, you might laugh and pay your fine—or lead the kid on a chase
around the playground. But if an adult impersonates an officer and tries
to pull over your car on a dark, empty road, you'd have a very different
reaction. We've all pretended to be someone else, but play and deception

are two different things.

Hypocrisy is lying about who you are. We're all tempted to pose as a little
extra smart, cool, or athletic, but there’s great danger in pretending to be

holier than the people around us.

Religious hypocrites build themselves a prison of spiritual stagnation. They
can't learn or grow because they have to convince everyone that they've
already reached perfection. They put on a convincing show while nurturing
pride and selfishness on the inside. Hypocrites obsess about other people’s

expectations—often while ignoring God’s.

We see hypocrisy perhaps most clearly when we learn about a Christian
leader who makes headlines with some secret, sordid immorality. Too
often, pastors lead a double life. They can preach godliness on Sunday
while flagrantly ignoring God the rest of the week. Many so-called
Christian leaders build a kind of cult around their personality, so when

their sins are exposed, they damage the faith and trust of their followers.

Scripture gives us many examples of religious hypocrites, and some
Christians point to the Pharisees as the clearest example of all. Jesus
condemned many of these leaders for failing to practice what they preached.
The Pharisees wrote many religious rules—some well intentioned—that

all together placed a heavy burden on Jewish believers. If the Pharisees

CHAPTER TWENTY

145



THE LIFE OF CHRIST

kept these rules themselves, they often did so only to be praised by others
(Matt. 23:1-7). Jesus called such leaders whitewashed tombs—beautiful
on the outside, but dead inside (Matt. 23:25-28).

But all of us can fall into this same kind of hypocrisy. We all care about
what people think of us, so we often impersonate their picture of a godly
person. But over time, we can easily build up two separate identities—
the better-behaved one in church or school, and the one who smirks and

laughs with fellow hypocrites.

Jesus often warned His followers against hypocrisy:

*  He told us to avoid serving people just to make ourselves look
good in front of others. The only rewards that matter come from

God, and He blesses those who serve and seek Him in secret

(Matt. 6:1-6; 16-18).

*  Jesus also warned us against judging others for sins. Doing so will
only invite the same kind of judgment (Matt. 7:1-5).

*  To Jesus, hypocrites are people who honor God with their lips, but
ignore God’s commands in favor of human rules (Matt. 15:1-9).

Jesus calls us to be followers, not phonies. As the prophet Samuel
learned, God looks beyond our outward appearance and into our heart
(1 Sam. 16:7). There’s no pretending with Him. So instead of performing
for others, we should focus on God, seek His truth in His Word, and
discipline ourselves to follow Him. If God loves us and approves our

service, no other opinion matters.

Student Work

Read John 8:1-59.

hJ
7 What would you have thought about Jesus if you were the

»’

adulterous woman brought before Him?

# Jesus says He is “the light.” What does this imply about some
people’s belief that there are many ways to God and eternal life?

¥ When the Jews asked where Jesus father was, what were they
implying about his family background?



Have you ever tried to discredit someone by bringing up rumors about

them? Pause and think about your answer.

What does it mean to abide in Jesus’ word?

What would you say to a person who claimed to be a Christian,

but is not abiding in His word?

Committing sin in verse 34 refers to a habit of sinning as a pattern
of life. What does Jesus say He offers to His sons?

What would you have thought of Jesus if He told you your father
was the devil? Would you have been convicted in your heart, or

would you have wanted to attack Him?

What did Jesus mean when He said, “Before Abraham was, I am”?

What would you have thought if you saw a man claiming to be

older than a man who died hundreds of years before?

Why did the Jews try to stone Him? Why were they so angry at
what He said?

Do you think verse 59 describes a miracle? Why or why not?

Rabbis recorded ancient traditions of law
enforcement in the Mishnah. There, they
explain that stoning was not carried out
by throwing stones at the person until
death, which is the common understand-
ing. Rather, the convicted criminal was
pushed off a two-story platform, and then
stones were dropped on him. The first
witness was the one who pushed him off,
and if he died the process was complete.
If the person was still alive, then the sec-
ond witness threw a large stone on him. If
he was still alive, then the rest of the crowd
threw stones at him. The Rabbis forbade
further disfiguration of the body. Wit-
nesses were required to take part in the
stoning, ensuring that they believed their
testimony firmly enough to actually carry
out the execution themselves. In some
cases this would certainly discourage false
testimony.
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. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Wisdom of Christ (8:1-11)

The (vs. 3-0)
The (vs. 6-8)
*  Shows respect to the

*  Shows the of the Leaders
The (vs. 9)

The Ignorance of the Pharisees (8:13-52)

Ignorance of His (vs. 13)
Ignorance of His (vs. 19)
Ignorance of His (vs. 22)
Ignorance of His (vs. 25)
Ignorance of their own (vs. 33)
Ignorance of His (vs. 48)
Ignorance of His (vs. 53)
Ignorance of His (vs. 57)

The Outcome of Their Ignorance

J
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)
1.

P Digging Deeper

According to 1 Corinthians 2:14, the “natural man” cannot un-
derstand the truths of God because they seem to him to be “fool-
ishness.” Why is this true? Give examples of instances that prove
the spiritual ignorance of the unbeliever. First Corinthians 2:15,
however, says that “he that is spiritual” can understand the truths
of God. What is the difference that makes such understanding pos-
sible for the believer? Give examples of instances that prove the be-
liever’s ability to discern spiritual truth. List steps that believers can

take to increase their spiritual discernment and understanding.



2. Read carefully Matthew 5:43-48, which deals with the way we are
to treat others. Why is the application of this passage so difficult
for us? According to these verses, how are we to treat our enemies,
those who hate or despise us, mistreat us, speak evil of us, or accuse
us falsely? Have you been a victim of such mistreatment? How did
you respond? If your response did not conform to the principles
of Matthew 5:43—48, what steps can you take now to correct your

improper conduct toward that person? Now do it!

3. Define truth in scriptural terms. What is the foundation of a scrip-
tural definition of truth? How does today’s relativistic society de-
fine truth? Why are these two definitions in such conflict? Give
examples of how the relativistic definition of truth is evident in so-
ciety today. What effect does one’s definition of truth have on his
or her everyday attitudes and actions? List steps that you can take
daily that will ensure that you live your life in accordance with the

scriptural definition of truth?

4. In John 8:56, Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced to see my day.” Explain
how Abraham saw Christ’s day when hundreds of years separated
the two. (Use Scripture to support your explanation.)

5. Write an essay explaining how a believer should and should not ad-
dress or deal with sin in the lives of others. Include Scripture refer-
ences and give both Bible examples and everyday modern instances

to support each of your points.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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The Man Born Blind

They say a cat always lands on its feet. But according to another proverb, a
piece of buttered toast always lands with the buttered side down. So what
happens if we tie some buttered toast (butter side up) to the back of a cat
and then drop it? Please don’t actually try that.

The above is a playful paradox—assilly inconsistency between two unrelated,

commonsense proverbs. Few people would take the contradiction seriously.

But in the world of science, researchers have found countless apparent
paradoxes that defied explanation until some deeper principle became
known. For example, as scientists studied outer space and gravity in the
1800s, a few wondered why the universe hadn’t pulled itself into a single
point. Shouldn’t gravity squish all matter back together? But thanks to the
work of people like Albert Einstein, Alexander Friedmann, and Edwin
Hubble, we learned that space itself is expanding. Gravity can seemingly

reach over any distance, but it can't reverse the stretching fabric of reality.

Scripture is filled with paradoxes of its own, and to understand these, we
must discover the principle hidden underneath. For example, Jesus taught
that . ..

*  We should love our enemies (Matt. 5:43-48).
It better to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).

e Whoever finds his life will lose it, but the one who loses his life for
Jesus’ sake will find it (Matt. 10:39).

e Ifsomeone wants to be first, he should put himself last (Mark 9:35).

With these paradoxes, Jesus highlighted an important idea: God’s blessing
matters more than any pleasure on Earth. Many people grasp and claw
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their way to some kind of happiness, but Jesus challenged His followers to
seek His kingdom first, then trust God for the rest (Matt. 6:33).

Jesus’ philosophy has confused and offended people throughout history.
The German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche famously condemned
Christianity as a religion for the weak—a faith that suffocated people
under a “slave morality.” Nietzsche argued that humanity could progress
only through knowledge and power, the kind embodied in strong men who
left behind concepts like good and evil. In Nietzsche’s ideal society, there
was no place for service and submission, except for women and anyone else
who couldn’t be educated. Nietzsche could not appreciate Christian ideals
of love and mutual submission (cf. Gal. 3:28; Eph. 5:21).

Not every philosophy today is so bluntly anti-Christian. In advertisements

and other media, we hear sweetly positive statements like . . .
* “Your happiness matters more than anything else.”
*  “You can do and be anything if you just try harder.”
*  “Do whatever it takes to achieve your dreams.”
*  “Surround yourself only with successful people.”

At first glance, these sound like good advice. We could probably even twist
a few Bible verses to sound similar. But underneath this philosophy is a
dangerous idea: to be happy, we need more—more stuff, more experiences,
more approval. This mindset distracts us from the simple blessings that
God offers us right now. We can start viewing people as steppingstones on

our way to pleasure and success—instead of loving and enjoying people

like Jesus did.

Jesus showed us a better road. He took time to help people that others
ignored. He spent time with sinners, tax collectors, and Samaritans, with
no concern for His popularity. He rested when He was tired and wept when
He felt sadness. He washed His disciples’ dirty feet on the night before
He was tortured and killed for their sins. On the cross itself, He spent
precious breath comforting the thief beside Him. After His resurrection,

He encouraged His followers, even the ones who had abandoned Him.

Success looked very different for Jesus, and to follow Him, we will
sometimes need to leap into paradox. Sometimes, we have to sacrifice
momentary happiness for lasting joy. Sometimes, we have to let go of

power to find true strength.

In John 9, Jesus asked a blind man to do something unusual. Through this

odd step of faith, the man found a blessing he could never have imagined.



During Hezekiah's fortification of
Jerusalem, he built a tunnel system
for moving water from a spring east
of the city walls into several pools or
cisterns inside the city. One of these,
the Pool of Siloam, was used not only
for a civil water supply, but also as
part of the memorial ceremony for
the Feast of Tabernacles.
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New Testament Diseases

Category Symptoms Reference
Paralysis Loss of muscle control, often Variety of possible Matthew 8,9,
beginning with extremities; sometimes causes depending 12; Mark 2, 3;
progressive and resulting in death; on specific malady, Luke 5,6, 7;
sometimes leading to physical including infection, John 5; Acts 3,
deformity injury, and genetic 9,14
defect
Blindness Complete or partial loss of sight Most often genetic Matthew 20;
defect or childhood Mark 7,8, 10;
illness John 9

Skin Diseases

Often refers to leprosy, which in

Most often bacterial

Matthew 8, 10,

Scripture includes a variety of diseases; infections 26; Mark 1; Luke
symptoms include skin discoloration, 517
nerve damage, open sores, loss of
appendages, etc. Other less serious
diseases were also present, including
vitiligo, which is the loss of skin
pigment.
Bowel Fever, intestinal obstruction, severe | Herod Agrippa’s disease Acts 12,28
Diseases infection was likely related
to a fly and maggot
infestation of his body;
Publius'father may
have suffered from
malaria or cholera
Dropsy Abnormal accumulation of watery fluid | Uncertain, perhaps a Luke 14
in body cavities or tissues nerve condition that
causes blood vessels to
malfunction
Hemorrhage Unstoppable bleeding, leading to Uncertain Matthew 9;
deteriorating physical condition Mark 5; Luke 8
Epilepsy Involuntary seizures, sudden loss of Connected in several Matthew 4, 17;

body control

passages to demon
possession; apparently
not always identical to
modern epilepsy

Mark 9; Luke 9




Student Work
Read John 9:1-41.

®
4

Jesus said that a man was born blind so that God’s power might
be shown through him. Explain an obstacle in your life or in your

family that may exist so God can show you His power.

If you were a Pharisee, why would you be so angry that a man was
healed? Would you be primarily concerned about the Sabbath, or

would you have another motivation for your anger?

Do you think the blind man’s parents took the easy way out because
of their fear?

What would you have done differently?

Irony is a situation that is opposite from what we might expect.
This chapter shows a tremendous irony about who is blind to the
truth about Christ and who can see it. How is irony present in this
chapter? Look closely at verses 30-34 and 39-41.

In this chapter and others before, the Pharisees are constantly
attacking Jesus because of their spiritual blindness. Do you think
they know the truth about Him but are intentionally rejecting it,

or are they so stuck in their tradition that they don’t understand?

Why do you think so?
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. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

of the Savior (9:1)
Christ is never too busy to win someone to Himself.
Christ is more concerned with the welfare of others than His own.

Christ notices the outcasts of our society, the ones whom the typi-

cal person shuns.

of the Disciples (9:2-5)

Their : physical problems
are for sin
The : physical ailments allow God

to manifest His
*  Fanny Crosby
¢ Paul Hutchins
*  Ron Hamilton
of the Miracle (9:6-7)
of the Blind Man (9:8-34)
Sight first, then salvation
Progressive sight
* A man called Jesus (vs. 11)
* A prophet (vs. 17)
*  Of God (vs. 30-33)
The Pool of Siloam
of the Blind Man (9:35-38)
Washes in the water
Begins to see

Confesses Jesus as Lord and believes

Worships his Lord



Digging Deeper

1.

The world’s philosophy is “Look out for Number One—yourself!”
In reality, however, the greatest success (in fact, the only true suc-
cess) comes when we put others before ourselves and try to meet
their needs. Explain how this attitude of helping meet the needs
of others and putting others before ourselves can be applied in
(a) family, (b) sports, (c) business, and (d) ministry.

List specific things that you can do to help meet the needs of oth-
ers in your community and thereby show them that you truly care
about them. What can we do as (a) individuals, (b) a church, (c) a
youth group, (d) a school?

Many schools and other organizations often raise money for wor-
thy community causes by staging a “walk-a-thon.” Identify a par-
ticular community need and then organize your own class, school,
club, or youth group in a similar activity with a different twist—
stage a “work-a-thon!” Instead of mere walking a specified distance
in return for contributions, offer to work for the contributions to
the cause. Pick up litter along a certain stretch of highway, rake the
leaves or mow the lawns of senior citizens, clean windows for inva-
lids, etc. Show the community that you care by doing something

worthwhile—even if they contribute nothing!

Write an essay giving a scriptural reason for why “bad” things
sometimes happen to “good” people. Use Scripture and real-life

examples to illustrate and support your points.

Conduct a study of the life of Job. Focus especially on his reactions
to the “bad” things that happened to him. When “bad” things hap-
pen to us, why shouldn’t we complain or try to escape the prob-
lems? What should we do instead? What lessons can we learn and
apply from such adversity that will strengthen our faith in God and
be a witness and testimony to others around us?

Typical of today’s ethics is the idea that if someone is experiencing
dire, possibly life-threatening, health problems, they have a “right
to die” because they can no longer have the “quality of life” that
allows them to live in “dignity.” Such a philosophy encourages sui-
cide, physician-assisted suicide, and euthanasia (“mercy killing”).
Refute the “quality of life” argument, giving Scripture as support-

ing evidence.
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7.

10.

Explain and illustrate Cotton Mather’s statement, “What can’t be

cured can be endured.”

Read and report on a biography of Fanny Crosby. Explain how she
allowed her adversity to bless others rather than create a bad spirit
within her. What lessons from her life can people with disabilities

learn?

Read and report on one of the books on the Recommended Read-
ing List by Dave Dravecky or Dennis Byrd. Explain that person’s

adversity, how he overcame it, and what he learned from it.

Read the following and report on the difhiculty of trusting Christ
in the first century. Include your thoughts on (a) how difficult it
would be for you to have trusted Christ had you lived then; (b) the
effect the church would feel today if it was as difficult for a per-
son to claim to be saved; (c) how Jewish treatment of the disobe-
dient differs from Christ’s directives on church discipline (Matt.
18:15-17).

Excommunication in Christ’s day:

According to the Talmud, there were three grades of excom-
munication in Judaism. The first was called Nidden, and those
on whom it was pronounced were forbidden for thirty days to
have any communication with any person except at a distance
of six feet! They could not attend worship services during the
thirty days and could not shave during that time. They also
were required to wear garments of mourning. The second was
called Cherem and was pronounced on those who were still not
repentant after the first excommunication. The offender was
officially cursed and not allowed to talk with anyone or to enter
the temple for any reason. The third, Shammatha, was inflicted
on those who were still unrepentant after Cherem. They were
cut off from all connection with Jewish society and were cursed

to utter destruction.

There were two basic reasons for excommunication: refusing to pay
money required by law and despising the Word of God or the word
of the scribes. The blind man faced excommunication because of
his belief in Jesus Christ as the Messiah (9:22, 34). In John 12:42,
43 some would not confess Christ publicly for fear of excommuni-

cation. Notice what Jesus predicted in John 16:2, 3.
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The Good Shepherd
Vlessage

Ahab, king of Israel in the mid-800s B.C., did not always listen to the right
people. He surrounded himself with advisors who told him what he wanted
to hear. His wife pushed him toward corruption and murder, and he built
temples to false gods. He ignored the warnings of God’s messengers, and
he considered people like Elijah troublemakers.

But in his constant war with the nation of Aram, King Ahab liked God’s
message. Before two separate battles, a prophet told Ahab that Israel would
have victory. God would defeat the invading Arameans in order to protect
Israel and reveal His power. Ahab was happy to hear this and sent his

armies into battle.

Ahab later became overconfident. He looked out at the city of Ramoth-
gilead, which had been captured by Aram, and wanted it back. He asked
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to help him defeat the Arameans once more.

Unlike Ahab, Jehoshaphat generally followed God. Before going into
battle, Jehoshaphat wanted to ask for God’s approval.

Ahab quickly gathered four hundred of his official prophets and asked them
if he should go to war. Unsurprisingly, all four hundred of them declared
that God would give Ahab the city. One prophet even got creative, forging

a set of iron horns to show that Ahab would gore his enemies like a bull.

But there was one prophet, named Micaiah, who told a very different story.
He said that God intended to judge Ahab, and this battle was the means to

do so. If the Israelites besieged Ramoth-gilead, then the Arameans would
defeat Israel and kill Ahab. This was Ahab’s last chance to turn back.
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But Ahab did not listen to this lone, dissenting prophet, so the kings of
Israel and Judah went up against the Arameans—and lost badly. Ahab was
struck by a random arrow, and he bled to death in his chariot. Jehoshaphat
barely escaped with his life.

God has always provided His people with good prophets and teachers, but
they often seem outnumbered by bad ones. Scripture warns us against false

teachers who claim to speak for God.

In the Old Testament, God gave Israel tests to determine a false prophet:

*  False prophets will encourage people to worship someone or some-

thing other than God (cf. Deut. 13:1-5).

e If a so-called prophet says something will happen, and it doesn’,
then there’s no need to listen further (cf. Deut. 18:21-22).

The New Testament writers gave warnings for the church, as well:

*  Peter warned of people who secretly introduce destructive teach-
ings that divide Christians and turn people from Jesus. These lead-
ers exploit the church to satisfy their own greed (2 Pet. 2:1-3).

*  Paul offers a similar warning. He describes false teachers who create
divisions and obstacles that keep people from understanding God’s
truth. They attract people with smooth talk and flattery. Again,
such teachers do not serve Christ, but rather their own appetites

(Rom. 16:17-18).

*  Jude also warns how false teachers can sneak into the church. He
writes that they twist God’s grace into permission to sin, and they

lead people to deny Jesus (Jude 4).

With all these warnings come promises of judgment. God will one day
expose and punish these teachers, but in the meantime, we must evaluate
teachers against truth. As Paul encouraged the Corinthians, we should
imitate leaders to the extent that they imitate Jesus (cf. 1 Cor. 11:1).

As you'll read in John 10, Jesus presented Himself as the Good Shepherd.
He cares deeply for believers and offers us protection, but there are
wolves and thieves who wish us harm. Some people see the church as an
opportunity for wealth or influence. They disguise themselves as sheep,
sneak into the fold, flatter us, then take what they want (cf. Matt. 7:15).
Faced with this danger, what can a sheep do?

Jesus encouraged us to stay on guard, trust His Word, and keep evaluating.
False teachers will eventually expose themselves by their “fruit” (cf. Matt.
7:16-20). They cannot maintain true love, joy, and peace without the help
of the Spirit. They will reveal their greed and lust; they will claim authority
reserved for Christ; and they will spark chaos in the church.



If we follow the Good Shepherd, we will learn to recognize teachers who
reflect His truth. God did not intend us to live this life alone, and with the
help of good teachers, we can walk with wisdom and confidence.

Student Work
Read John 9:39-10:21.

b
7 What did a first century shepherd do for his sheep that Jesus does
for His flock of believers?

b
7 Since Jesus was talking to Jews, who might be the “other sheep” of
verse 16?

b
7 What kind of person is the servant described in verses 13-14?

b
.7 Why is he not as dedicated to the safety of the sheep?
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First century shepherds used different kinds of enclosures for their flocks de-
pending on the terrain and whether they were able to stay in one place for an
extended time. Shepherds used caves where they were available and built thorn
bush walls when they were on the move. More permanent sheepfolds were
built with stone walls, and some had roofs to keep out the weather. All three
of these enclosures had one characteristic in common—just one entrance. One
of the shepherds would sleep in this doorway in order to protect the flock from
predators who might try to enter during the night.
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4

Imagine that you are a sheep with a high enough “sheep 1Q” to
understand all that the shepherd does for you. How would you feel
toward the shepherd?

How faithful are you to stop and have those same feelings about

your Savior?

\ Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Blind (9:39-41)
Thieves and (10:1)
* 'The sheepfold
e Place of

*  Physical description
Definition of a thief
*  One who breaks into a house to steal
*  Usually enters somewhere other than the door
* Applied to Eastern religions
*  Buddhists: seek nirvana, or extinction of desire

* Hindus: seek nirvana, believing it is the ultimate reunion

with Brahman

*  Muslims: seek a paradise of pleasure

Sheep (10:2-6)

Hear the of the Shepherd (vs. 4)
Will not follow a (vs. 6)

(10:7-13)
Those who were to watch the sheep

Chief concern was their personal ,

not the welfare of the sheep



The

Shepherd (10:14-18)
Predicts His own

His life is , not taken.

Digging Deeper

1.

Conduct a detailed study of one of the following religions: Bud-
dhism, Hinduism, Islam, Unification Church, or one of the vari-
ous cults. Describe its major beliefs and explain how they con-

tradict Scripture, especially concerning the doctrine of Christ

(2 John 9-11).

Read and summarize Walter Martin’s book 7he Kingdom of the
Cults. What questions in your mind does he address effectively or

ineffectively?

Read five passages in Scripture that address false teachers:
*  Romans 16:17-18
e 2 Peter 2:1-3

* 1John 4:1-6
* 2]John7-11
*  Jude 3-11

Based on these passages, list the characteristics of false teachers. In

one or two paragraphs, summarize a biblical response to these people.
paragrap p peop

Study the fold-out chart titled 7he Spirit of Truth and the Spirit
of Error by Keith L. Brooks. Prepare a presentation to explain the

chart to your class.

Why do cults and false religions thrive today? What aspects of
modern society encourage the growth and proliferation of cults

and false religions?

What is the best antidote against being infected with the heretical
teachings of cults and false religions? What steps are you taking to

inoculate yourself against such false teachings?

Write a paper illustrating the futility of trying to accept all religions
as equally valid and truthful.
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23
The Feast of Dedication

“Merry Christmas!”
“Feliz Navidad!”
“Joyeux Noél!”

“He’s the reason for the season!”
“Joy to the world!”
“Happy Hanukkah!”

What? some might wonder. How does Hanukkah belong with all those other
Christmas greetings?

Around the time Christians celebrate Christmas, Jews have their own
winter holiday, one that stretches back before Jesus’ ministry on Earth. The
word Hanukkah means “dedication”—that is, the Feast of Dedication. Jews
also call it the Festival of Lights, thanks to a strange event that occurred
around 164 B.C.

Before that time, the Greek ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes had stopped in
Jerusalem, still bitter after a failed attempt to make himself king in Egypt.
He persecuted the Jews and forced Greek culture on the people, even parts
that contradicted their religion. Worst of all, he performed pagan rituals in
the temple, possibly in fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecies (cf. Dan. 11:31;
12:11). To the Jews, this was an abomination—a sacrilege and a perversion
of their holiest site.
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Led by Judas Maccabeus, the Jews soon revolted against Antiochus,
establishing their own dynasty of rulers called the Hasmoneans. After the
overthrow of the Greeks, Judas Maccabeus quickly restored the temple,
consecrating a new altar so that Jews could once again worship there. The
Jewish historian Josephus records that Judas Maccabeus then held a great
celebration:

“[H]e entertained [the Jews] upon very rich and splendid sacrifices;
and he honored God, and delighted them by hymns and psalms.
Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when,
after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained
the freedom of their worship, that they made it a law for their
posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the
restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from
that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights.”
(Antiquities of the Jews, 12.7.7)

According to the Talmud, the Jews had only a little oil for the temple lamps
during the rededication, but their supply miraculously lasted for eight
nights. Jews today commemorate this event during Hanukkah. On each
night of the celebration, they light a new candle on a branched lamp called
a menorah.

In John 10:22, we find Jesus in Jerusalem for this same winter festival,
which occurs during the Jewish month Kislev near our modern Christmas
season. It was during the Feast of Dedication that Jesus chose to declare

His deity.

Before we begin the study of this lesson in the life of Christ, however,
we must once again “fill in the gap” that John leaves in the life of Christ
between John 10:21 and 10:22. (According to Luke, a lot happened in that
tiny gap between those two verses!) As you did in earlier lessons, read the

references in the following table and tell what happened in each reference.



Scripture

Reference What Happened

Luke 10:1-24

Luke 10:25-37

Luke 10:38-42

Luke 11:1-13

Luke 11:14-36

Luke 11:37-54

Luke 12:1-59 Jesus told three parables:

° Vs, 16-21

= Vs, 37-40

o VS, 42-48

Luke 13:10-21

Student Work
Read John 10:22-309.

", Is the question in verse 24 a reasonable question? Had Jesus given
any reason for them to be in doubt?
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¥ What does Jesus imply was the reason for His signs and works?

¥ We've mentioned before that some people believe that Jesus never
claimed to be God. What evidence in this passage proves that those

people are wrong?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Christ’s Ministry in the Fall of A.D. 31
*  Returns to
¢ Teaches the disciples
*  Sends out 70 disciples
*  Works southward through
The Feast of Dedication
* Instituted in 164 B.C. by Judas Maccabeus
*  Also known as the Festival of
* Today known as

The Message from Solomon’s Porch (10:25-39)

* His
* His prove His deity (vs. 25)
* His prove His deity (vs. 25, 38)
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*  He had power to save and to keep (vs. 28-29).

*  He was the Father’s (vs. 30-33).
*  He was bold and (vs. 32).
*  He was wise and (vs. 34-39).

*  He was sent by God the Father (vs. 36).
e He was the Father’s Son (vs. 36).

Lesson for Our lives
*  We should give our lives to know Christ and His Word.

*  Evil men will never achieve final triumph over Christ

Digging Deeper

1. Conduct a more detailed study of the historical background of the
Jewish holiday of Hanukkah. Explain how it is celebrated in the Jew-

ish community today. (Perhaps interview a Jewish family to get an

explanation of specific special things they do during this season.)

2. Research and report on the life and activity of either Judas Macca-
beus or Antiochus Epiphanes. (A good beginning source of infor-

mation might be the writings of Jewish historian Josephus.)

3. Analyze and study 1 Peter 3:15. Break the verse into logical sec-
tions and explain the lessons that each phrase holds for believers.

What steps must we take to fulfill this command?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.
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The Ministry in Perea
and Bethany

You're doing everything you're supposed to be doing. You've followed all of
the rules. You've tried your best to determine God’s will and are trying to
follow it faithfully and obediently. And then, just when you think you’re
on the right track and cruising along accomplishing your best for God—

KABOOM!

Everything suddenly seems to go wrong. People disappoint you or betray
your trust. Best friends suddenly turn into worst enemies. The best-laid
plans fail, or something tragic happens to prevent you from following the
pathway you thought God wanted you to go. You're all alone. Worst of all,

God doesn’t even seem to hear your prayers.

“Lord, why?” you might ask. Or, “Why me, Lord?” Before long, if you're

not careful, youre doubting God and are ready to give up.

Ever been there? No? Then just wait, because you probably will be sooner

or later. That’s life.

Perhaps one of the best Bible examples of that reality is Joseph. He was
the “good boy” in his family, doing all of the right things at the right time,
and he was his father’s favorite. In fact, his father even gave him a unique
and special garment. He even had sweet dreams. Everything was going
well for him—until he told his brothers about one of those dreams. Then

everything seemed to fall apart.

His brothers threw him into a pit. Then they sold him to some merchants

heading to Egypt, and the merchants sold him into slavery in that foreign
land.
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Pictured above is the oldest house excavated
in Bethany. It was almost certainly in existence
when Jesus visited the city. You can see the
low, narrow entrance that would have forced
adults to stoop slightly in order to enter. Most
houses were built of clay or mud brick. In some
smaller homes two all-purpose rooms housed
large extended families and sometimes even
goats, sheep, and other animals at night.

Floors were bare earth, and ceilings were usu-
ally made of small branches laid across the
walls with mud or clay mashed into the cracks
and hardened by the sun. The roof was used
for several purposes, including drying fruits
and vegetables or as an evening respite from
the uncomfortably hot first floor. A ladder or
outside stairs provided access to the roof.
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Ah, but then things began to look up again. His master was a great and
wealthy man, and he trusted Joseph so much that he put him in charge of

the entire estate. Things seemed to be looking up.

But it wasn’t to last. The master’s wife falsely accused Joseph, and he was
thrown into prison. What else could go wrong? No doubt, he just couldn’t
understand what God was doing to him. He might have been tempted to
throw up his hands and ask, “Why me, God?” Maybe he almost gave up
hope.

Again, that’s life. Even as obedient Christians, sometimes things happen
to us that we just can’t understand. We lose our success, our family, our
friends, our reputation, and even our confidence in God Himself. We're

ready to give up on ourselves, life, and God.

But that’s because we're trying to
understand God in terms of our
human thinking. The Bible clearly
tells us that God’s ways are not our
ways; we simply can’t fathom how
God works (Isa. 55:8). It just as
clearly tells us, however, that God
works all things for our ultimate
good and His glory (Rom. 8:28). If
we trust His Word in Romans 8:28,
we must accept the limitations of
our own finite understanding and
leave every aspect of our lives in
His care, trusting Him to keep His
Word and work everything out to
His glory. And this confidence should, in turn, equip and encourage us to
do exactly what God calls us to do in each moment—even when His plans

don’t make sense to us.

In this lesson, we will see that Christ did some things that even His closest
followers did not understand. But Christ was using those events to prepare

the disciples for what they would face later at and after His crucifixion.

(For a more detailed examination of Joseph’s response to the problems of
life, read Robert E. Reccord’s book When Life Is the Pits. Another book that
is helpful in developing a proper response to problems in our pathway is

When God Interrupts by M. Craig Barnes.)



Once again, as we begin this lesson, we find that John left a gap of between
one and two months in the historical record. This time the gap occurs
between the end of John 10 and the beginning of John 11. But Luke comes
to our rescue and provides a record of the events that occurred during this
gap. All of the events happened while Christ was in Perea during January
A. D. 30. Read each of the following references and then record in the

space beside each the event(s) that are recorded in that passage of Scripture.

Scripture
Reference

What Happened

Luke 13:22-30

Luke 13:31-35

Luke 14:1-24

Luke 14:25-35

Luke 15:1-32

Jesus taught three parables on stewardship,
each directed to a specific audience:
1. To the disciples—the parable of the unjust steward
Luke 16:1-17:10
2. To the Pharisees—the parable of the rich man and Lazarus
3. To the disciples—the parable of the servant who made a meal
for the master first before he himself ate

As we pick up the story in John again, we find that Christ was still in Perea.
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Student Work

>
v
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Y Read John 10:40-11:46.

Why do you think Jesus waited two days and allowed Lazarus to
die?

How would this make you feel if you were Mary or Martha—or

Lazarus?

Would you have changed your mind after you saw how things
turned out? Why?

What do you think Martha meant when she said that she knew
God would give Jesus whatever He asked?

If you were an observer, what would have been your thoughts about
Jesus as you saw Mary and Martha’s grief? Would you have been
angry with Jesus?

What would you have thought after Lazarus was resurrected?

What did Jesus say was the purpose for Lazarus’ resurrection?



This is not Lazarus' tomb, but it is a
reconstruction of the exterior of a
typical tomb from the first century A.D.

b A - P




178

b ]
.7 Do you think this was the most amazing sign of Jesus’ deity to this
point? If so, why? If not, what sign in the Gospel of John was more

convincing to you?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

In Perea (10:40-42)
*  'The of John’s ministry
* The for us
* We must sow and cultivate the seed; God gives the increase.
*  We may never see the results of our labor.
In Bethany (11:1-46)
*  The of God (vs. 1-6)
*  Not always our ways
*  Always perfectly best for us
*  The of the disciples (vs. 7-16)
*  Lack of courage (vs. 8)
*  Lack of understanding (vs. 12)
*  Lack of faith (vs. 16)
*  The of Martha (vs. 17-28)
* Believes Christ will raise Lazarus
*  Does not comprehend when
*  The of Mary (vs. 28-32)
*  Does not consider Jesus’ power to raise Lazarus

* An “if only” Christian

THE LIFE OF CHRIST



The of Jesus (vs. 33-38)
e His tears

¢ His anger

The of Jesus (vs. 39-44)
*  Words move Lazarus

* Word saves souls

The of the people (vs. 45-46)
*  Some to believe

¢ Some not to believe

Digging Deeper

1.

Read a biography of Hudson Taylor, William Carey, David Living-
stone, Mary Slessor, or another missionary who labored long and
hard to spread God’s Word among the heathen before seeing any
results from his or her labors. Illustrate from their lives” experience
how one person might plant the seed, another water it or cultivate
the soil, and still another person will reap the fruit in a soul’s com-

ing to salvation.

Explain the following statement: “Control what you can control—
and let go of what you can't.” Is that a true statement? Write a pa-
per explaining what that statement means (or how it should be ex-

pressed) and how it should apply to the life of every believer.

Conduct a detailed study of one (or more) of the parables that Je-
sus taught in the time period covered by this lesson and/or the gap
between John 10 and John 11. List the direct applications you can
make to your own life from lessons taught in the parable(s).

Read John 11:18. A furlong is 606 feet, 9 inches. Based on that
fact, calculate the distance from Bethany to Jerusalem. (Give your
answer in furlongs, feet, and miles.) Use the map on page 268 to

describe what that journey might have been like.
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The Triumphal Entry

A girl sits in a field surrounded by bright white and yellow daisies. In fact,
she’s holding one daisy that she has picked from the field. As she holds its

stem with one hand, she slowly plucks off the white petals with the fingers
of her other hand.

“He loves me,” she says as she plucks off one petal. “He loves me not.” She
plucks off another petal. “He loves me. He loves me not.” On and on she

goes until she comes to the last petal. “He loves me 7o#”

Her face takes on an expression of disgust, and she tosses the decimated
flower over her shoulder. “Oh, he’s so fickle!” she blurts out.

Fickle.

One dictionary defines “fickle” as “marked by lack of steadfastness,

constancy, or stability; given to erratic and even perverse changeableness.”

It isn't a very flattering term to have applied to you. In fact, it’s a very bad
trait to have, especially when it comes to spiritual things. Our friends,
classmates, employers, and family members expect us to be dependable.
When we behave inconsistently, however, we might be labeled “fickle.”
We're hard working one day and lazy the next. We're on time one day and
late the next. We're fulfilling our responsibilities like eager beavers one day

and then ambivalent about them the next.

Fickleness is especially bad when it affects our love and service for the Lord.
We claim to love the Lord wholeheartedly, but how often our actions show

that we don't really love Him enough to do what He expects of us. We
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seem to be “sold out” and surrendered to His service sometimes, but then
we rebel and try to retake control of our lives. When we're fickle about our

relationship with Christ, we aren't really committed to Him at all.

That’s the way the people of Jerusalem were during the last few days of
Jesus’ life. In this lesson, you will study how Jesus made a triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. We call it the “triumphal entry” because of the way the
people reacted to Him. They shouted, “Hosanna!” They strewed palm
leaves in His path. They hailed Him as their king! He was the most popular

man in Jerusalem that day.

But the people were fickle. The triumphal entry was on Sunday. By the
following Thursday, those same people were yelling, “Crucify Him! Give
us Barabbas!” They were ridiculing Him, mocking Him, and calling for

His death.

What made the difference? They never really loved Him to begin with.
Rather, they loved what they could get from Him: freedom from the
Romans, free food, and miraculous healings. When they realized that He
had not come to provide those things for them and that the tide of popular

opinion was going against Him, they deserted Him.

How about you? Do you really
love the Lord enough to give
yourself as a “living sacrifice”
for Him? Or are you fickle too?
Ask yourself these questions
as you study this lesson. Make
pethphage certain your love for the Lord.

Once again, we must fill in
a gap in John’s account. This
time, the gap occurs between

Bethany John 11:46-47, and both Mark
Tomb of and Luke provide the record of

Lazarus

O the missing events. Read each

of the following references and
then write in the space beside
each the event(s) recorded
in that passage of Scripture.
Note where each of the events

occurred.



Scripture Reference What Happened

Luke 17:11-37

(in Samaria or Galilee)

Christ healed ten lepers, but only one returned to thank/glorify
Him

Christ taught two parables on prayer:

(from Galilee to Perea)

Luke 18:1-14 1. The widow who persisted in asking a judge to avenge her
of her enemies
2. The publican and the Pharisee who prayed in the temple
Christ taughton...
Mark 10:1-12

Mark 10:13-16
(possibly in Perea)

Mark 10:17-31

(in Perea)

Mark 10:32-45
(in Perea)

Mark 10:46-52

(at Jericho)

Luke 19:1-28
(at Jericho)
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Christ’s choice of a donkey for his entrance
to Jerusalem seems surprising to the mod-
ern mind. Today, donkeys are objects of
derision, and horses are seen as the majes-
tic animal. In Jesus'time horses were seldom
used for personal transportation, reserved
instead for use in war. Since kings were
forbidden from collecting large numbers of
horses (Deut 17:16), donkeys were often
used by royalty. Mules (the cross between
a horse and a donkey) were sometimes re-
served exclusively for kings' use. Jesus'
choice of a donkey was actually a bold state-
ment of his kingship and deity.
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‘. Student Work

} Read John 11:45-12:1, 9-19.

b
7 'The end of chapter 11 suggests that the Pharisees were motivated

»

»

b
4

b
v

by their fear that the Romans would hear of Jesus’ popularity and
crack down on the nation. What does their emphasis on politics

over truth communicate about their priorities?

When Caiaphas spoke about one man’s dying for the people, what
did he intend to say would be the advantage of eliminating Jesus?

Apparently Caiaphas prophesied without realizing it. What did
his prophesy say about what would be the implications of Jesus’
death?

If you were part of the multitude at the triumphal entry, what
might you have thought was about to happen?

How surprised would you have been with Jesus crucifixion a week
later?

What would you have thought about a king riding on a donkey?

What would this have communicated to you about the character
of this entering king?



Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The view of the Mount of Olives
in the background as seen from
Bethphage and Bethany. Jesus
would have walked from here
over the Mount of Olives to Jeru-
salem on the other side.

Caiaphas’s Plan (11:47-52)
*  Sadducees grow (vs. 47-48)
*  DPublic in Christ’s favor
* Dossibility of another
*  Caiaphas solves the problem (vs. 49—50)
*  Proposes Jesus to save the nation
*  Philosophy: “The end the means”
*  Caiaphas makes an unwitting prophecy (vs. 52-53)
Jesus’ Last from Public View (11:53-57)
The Public’s Interest (12:1,9-11)

*  Crowds want to see Jesus and Lazarus

e Pharisees want to kill Lazarus
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The King’s Entry (12:12-17)
*  Seven steps of His entry
*  Walked from Bethany to Bethphage
*  Sent two disciples after a donkey
*  Received the donkey
*  Rode down the Mount of Olives
* Hailed as King
*  Overcome with emotion and wept
*  Viewed the temple and then left
* 'The object ridden
*  Symbol of and dependence on the Lord
*  Symbol of
e Fulfillment of

The World’s (12:18-19)
* Hail Him as king one day
*  Crucify Him four days later

M Digging Deeper

1. John 12:19 closes with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on

Sunday. The next verse (vs. 20) has Jesus in Jerusalem the next af-
ternoon. According to the following references, what happened

Sunday night and Monday morning?
Sunday evening

e  Mark 11:11; Matthew 21:17

Monday morning
e Mark 11:12-14

*  Mark 11:15-18

¢ Luke 19:45-48

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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Christ’s Meeting with
the Greeks

The speaker walked proudly toward the podium to deliver his address to the
students at the Christian school assembly. He was a famous and important
man with an important message, and he wanted to impress the students
with those facts. He was self-confident and self-assured. He wanted the
students to see these qualities and be impressed with him. He wanted
to have them talk of him in glowing terms after his fabulous speech. He
wanted to leave the school more important and more famous than he had

entered it. This was his opportunity to shine! In short, we might say that
he was “full of himself.”

As he reached the pulpit and began to position his notes before him,
however, his eyes were drawn to a shiny brass plaque attached to the
surface of the pulpit just above where his notes lay. He spoke a brief word
of greeting to the students and their teachers and then glanced more
closely at the inscription on the plaque. Engraved was a phrase referencing

John 12:21—"Sirs, we would see Jesus.”

Suddenly, those words pierced the speaker’s heart with deep conviction.
He realized that he had been concerned about presenting himself to
the students. He wanted to impress them with his own importance,
knowledge, wisdom, accomplishments, and fame. But the inscription on
that plaque stopped him cold. These five words reminded him that people

didn’t want to see him; they wanted to see Jesus.
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At that moment, the speaker suddenly changed his message. Rather than
sharing with the students how he had achieved such fame and importance
and how wise and great /e was, he confessed his pride to them and spoke
to them about what Christ had done for him. His willingness to humble
himself under the conviction of those simple but profound words allowed
him to reach more students with Christ's message than all of the proud

speakers’ tricks he had originally planned to use to “wow” his audience.

How about you? When people see you, who do they really see? Do they
see you and your accomplishments, looks, and personality? Or do they see
Jesus shining through you? Whenever you find yourself in the spotlight,

remember what the Greeks said to the disciples: “We want to see Jesus.”

The events of John 12 are not in chronological order. For example, the
events of John 12:9-50 occurred on Monday afternoon whereas the
episode recorded in John 12:2-8 didn’t happen until Tuesday evening (the
Jewish Wednesday). What happened during the day on Tuesday, Nisan 12,
A.D. 30? Discover the answer to the question by examining the following

passages.
Early Morning

Mark 11:19-25—The disciples saw a fig tree dried up and knew that it was
the one that Christ cursed; He told them that they could have faith that

would move mountains and that they should have a forgiving spirit.
Mid-Morning to Noon

The Sanhedrin formally challenged Christ with the following four

questions:

1. Matthew 21:23—By what power do You do these things? And who
gave You that authority?

Answer: Matthew 21:24-22:14—Was John’s baptism from heav-
en or of men? They could not answer Him. Christ continued by

teaching three parables.
2. Luke 20:20-22—1Is it lawful for us to pay tribute to Caesar or not?

Answer: Luke 20:23-26—Why do you test Me? Show Me a coin.
Whose image and inscription is on it? Render to Caesar the things

that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.



J———

Matthew and Mark record the incident
in which Jesus cursed a fruitless fig
tree. This particular event occurred
about the time of Passover, which was
at least two months prior to the earli-
est fig harvest. Typical varieties of Pal-
estinian figs produced two harvests
each year, one in June and the second
in August. Jesus cursed the tree to il-
lustrate Israel’s unfruitfulness and fu-
ture judgment, not because of par-
ticular animosity towards that tree.
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3.

Noon

Luke 20:27-33—If a brother dies with no children and another

brother marries his wife, whose wife will she be in the resurrection?

Answer: Luke 20:34—40—There is no marrying or dying in heav-
en. God is the God of the living.

Mark 12:28—Which is the first commandment of all?

Answer: Mark 12:29-34—The Lord our God is one Lord. You
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and

strength.

Mark 12:35-37—]Jesus now silenced the Pharisees with the following

questions: How say the scribes that Christ is the Son of David? David
called Him Lord, how is Christ then his son?

Afternoon

Matthew 23:1-39—His last public speech, given to the multitude
and His disciples to observe the bidding of the Pharisees but not to
participate in sin; don’t do things just to be seen of men or out of

pride.

Mark 13:1-2—Leaving the temple, He taught the disciples about
the great building. No stone will be left on top of another, but it

will all be thrown down.

Matthew 24:3-25:46—Arriving at the Mount of Olives, He
taught as follows: Olivet discourse; Daniel’s seventieth week; the
abomination of desolation; the Kings return to Earth following the

Tribulation.

Matthew 26:1-5—Heading for Bethany on Tuesday evening, He
told the disciples that in two days He would be betrayed to be cru-
cified; chief priest and scribes and elders will gather to decide how

to take Jesus and kill Him.

John resumes the story with the Tuesday evening (the Jewish Wednesday)

meal at the home of Simon in John 12:2.



Student Work
Read John 12:20-50.

»

$

4

Vo

Why do you think some Greeks would have been coming to

worship at the feast and searching for Jesus?

How do Jesus’ statements about glorification in verse 23 and death
in verse 24 fit together?

How does Jesus apply this principle to believers?

What attitude about yourself must you have before your life can be
fruitful?

Jesus said His soul was troubled. What do you think affected Him

most of all that He was about to face?

What would you have done if you were one of the believing rulers
who feared the Pharisees and wanted their approval? Would you
have hesitated to confess Christ publicly?

Do you think these rulers were believers? Why or why not?
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b
7 What do the last few verses of this passage suggest about Jesus’
personal ambition? What motivated Him to do and say what He

did?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

|

The Events of Monday, Nisan 11
* Condemns the fig tree (Matt. 21:19-22; Mark 11:12—-14)

*  Casts out moneychangers from the temple (Matt. 21:12-17; Mark
11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48)

*  Heals the blind and the lame (Luke 19:47-48)
The Greeks Seek Jesus (12:20-22)
*  Most likely proselytes— converts to Judaism
*  First Gentiles interested in Christ
Jesus’ Answer (12:23-50)
*  Jesus words to the (vs. 23-26)
*  Arrival of “His hour”
*  Looks toward the Church
*  Jesus words to the (vs. 27-28)
*  Jesus’ words to the (vs. 31-36, 44-50)
*  The purposes of His death (vs. 31-33)
*  Final triumph over Satan
*  Draw all men to Himself
*  The purposes of His life (vs. 34-36; 44-50)

*  To give light
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*  To save the world

* To obey the Father
The people’s to Jesus’ words (vs. 37—43)
*  Unbelief (vs. 37-41)
*  Belief without (vs. 42-43)

Digging Deeper

1.

Conduct a study of Psalm 22, comparing its contents with the
description of Christ’s death on the Cross in the various Gospels.
Read what Charles Spurgeon wrote about this psalm in 7he Trea-
sury of David (vol. 1, pp. 324 f.).

The people said to Jesus’ disciples, “Sirs, we would see Jesus.” Do
people see Jesus in your life? Would they know—from watching
your life from day to day—that you could point them to the Sav-
ior? List steps that you can take to ensure that people recognize you
as being a true disciple of Jesus Christ. What does 1 Peter 3:15 say
about this Christian obligation? How can you equip yourself to live

that verse?

Explain (using Scripture) what Christ meant when He said, “As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness...” (John 12:24).

Compare Christ's words “My soul is troubled” (John 12:27) with

His experience in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Christ spoke of His soul only three times in Scripture, one of
which is in John 12:27. Locate and describe the settings of the oth-

er two instances. What do all three instances have in common?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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2/
Christ’s Conflicts with
the Pharisees

Marissa had a beautiful soprano voice. She had participated in numerous
choirs and ensembles during high school. She had taken voice lessons from
an accomplished teacher and was trained in music. In fact, she had won
a number of musical competitions and had even been asked to play the
leading role in a community production of a popular musical. Even music
critics were saying that she was a shoo-in for a fantastic musical career in

opera.

Richard was a born leader. Popular and vivacious, outgoing and sociable,
he was liked by everyone in the school and community. He was elected
to major class offices every year and was the president of both the student
body and his church youth group during his senior year. He was a gifted
organizer and was a pro at accounting. In fact, several civic groups offered
him full scholarships if he would pursue a career in business administration
at the local state college.

Everyone was shocked when Marissa turned down a sure future in
opera. They were even more shocked when Richard politely refused the
scholarships.

Were these gifted young people crazy? Why were they ruining their lives?

But neither Marissa nor Richard looked upon their decisions as ruining
their lives. Rather, they were simply following the leading of the Lord,

and He didnt want them to pursue opera or business. Instead, they were
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// willing to sacrifice those promising careers because what they wanted more

was to serve God first with their lives.

Marissa became a Christian school music teacher, and she’s now training

other young ladies to sing with quality voices for the glory of God. She

ERUSALEM o
Bethany,

also sings in her church’s choir and often provides solos that help prepare
the listeners’ hearts to hear the preaching of the Word of God. She’s not
famous as far as the world is concerned, but she’s doing what God called

her to do and using her gifts for God’s glory.

Richard attended a Christian college and studied for the ministry. He
is now an effective preacher and the administrator of a small Christian
school. In those positions, he finds ample opportunities to use his
organizational and financial skills. On the side, he also conducts financial
seminars in which he helps young couples develop and apply principles of
wise financial stewardship. He’s not making as much money as he could

make in the business world, but he’s laying up treasures in heaven.
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of a first century household.
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“What a waste!” some people might say of these two young people. But
they are not wasting anything. In fact, they’re investing wisely in things
that really matter. They are touching lives rather than amassing fame and

fortune for themselves.

In this lesson you'll see how Mary used what she had to honor Christ
sacrificially. How could you best glorify God by using the gifts He’s given
you?

Read the following passages and fill in the gaps in John’s record of events.
Tuesday night

. Luke 22:3—-6—After the evening meal, Judas, stung by Jesus’
rebuke, left to confer with the chief priests and captains on how he
might betray Christ in the absence of the multitude. He is offered

money.
Wednesday morning

*  Mark 14:12-16— Christ sent two disciples into the city to inquire
after the owner of a house where they can prepare for the Passover

feast.
Wednesday evening

. Mark 14:17; Luke 22:14-16; 24:30—Jesus sat down with His

disciples to eat the Passover meal.

Student Work
Matthew 21:23-27

7 Why would Jesus answer the religious leaders’ question with

»

another question rather than simply answering it directly?

¥ What do the leaders’ private discussion and final answer show

»

about the strength of their convictions?
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Both Roman and Jewish coins were in cir-
culation in Judea during the first half of the
first century A.D. Although the vast major-
ity would have been the local Jewish coins,
the Roman tax needed to be paid in Roman
currency.

Julius Caesar was the first living Roman
Emperor to mint a coin with his image
molded in it. Tiberius was emperor during
Jesus’ adult life. Since he also minted a coin
with his image, his silver denarius is prob-
ably the coin Jesus referred to as “that which
is Caesar’s”” Its value was about one day’s
wage. An inscription on this coin paying
tribute to Tiberius' father Augustus Caesar
would have been particularly repulsive to
the Jews, since Augustus had been pro-
claimed to be deity.
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Luke 20:19-26

/ 7 How was the religious leaders’ private plotting different from their

public conversation with Jesus?

b2
,” What do you think Luke means when he says they marveled at (or

were amazed by) His answer?

Mark 12:28-34

,7  Why do you think everyone was too intimidated to ask more

questions of Jesus after this incident?

,7  Did Jesus do something to scare them, or did they have another

reason?

John 12:2-8

>
7 Ifyou were an observer when Mary anointed Jesus’ feet, would you

have sided with Judas or Mary? (Imagine you don’t know about
what John says in verse 6.)

¥ What do you think motivated Mary to sacrifice an item worth a

year’s wages?

¥# How is your life characterized by that motivation?



Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Events of Tuesday, Nisan 12: Four Test Questions

e Christ’s (Matt. 21:23-27)
¢ Christ and (Luke 20:19-26)
e Christ and the (Luke 20:27-38)
e Christ and the (Mark 12:28-34)

Jesus Takes the Initiative
¢ Reveals their

¢ Rebukes their
Jesus Teaches on the Mount of Olives
Jesus Arrives in Bethany

Jesus Eats the Supper at Bethany

*  'The of one who truly loves the Lord
* The of one who pretends to love the Lord
e The of Jesus: He knows men’s hearts

Digging Deeper

1. 'The Pharisees questioned Jesus” authority to do what He did. Simi-
larly, down through history, the leaders of the world’s political and
religious hierarchies have questioned the authority of Christian
ministers, missionaries, and educators. Cite examples of famous
Christians who continued to minister faithfully in spite of such
challenges concerning their authority, licensure, ecclesiastical ap-

proval, etc.

2. Write a paper explaining the proper Christian response to taxation
by the government. Use as your primary biblical support Christ’s
teaching in Luke 20:19-26, but offer other Scripture proofs as
applicable.
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3. Conduct a study of the Sadducees. Focus especially on their rejec-
tion of the idea of a resurrection. If they did not believe in the res-
urrection, why did they ask Jesus whose wife the woman who had

outlasted seven husbands would be?

4. What does the apostle Paul say of our hope if there is no resurrec-
tion? Why is the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ central to
Christianity? What did Job say that revealed his belief in the resur-

rection?

5. List practical lessons to be learned from the self-sacrificial gift of

Mary in lavishing a bottle of costly perfume on the Lord.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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Christ’s Last Supper

As early Christians commemorated the Lord’s Supper, many would begin

by praying over the wine:

“We give thanks to you, our Father, for the holy vine of David your
servant, which you made known to us through Jesus your servant;

glory to you forever.”

(Didache, 9:2)
And as they broke bread together, they'd continue with another prayer:

“We give thanks to you, our Father, for the life and knowledge
which you made known to us through Jesus your servant; to you
be glory for all ages. Just as this piece of bread was scattered upon
the mountains and, after being gathered, became one, so may your
church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,

for yours is the glory and power through Jesus Christ forever.”

(Didache, 9:3—4)

These words come from an ancient church manual called the Didache
(DIH-da-kay), or “Teaching.” This document is not part of Scripture,
but it offers instruction for many parts of church life, like prayer, fasting,

baptism, and communion.

Church historians puzzle over the Didache to this day. Most agree that the
text is very old—probably from the first or second centuries A.D.—but no
one knows exactly who wrote it. Christians have known about the text for

a long time, thanks to ancient writers who mentioned it. But a complete
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copy was not discovered until 1873, when a Greek Orthodox bishop found

it in a monastery in Turkey.

The Didache offers just one picture of communion, and we find another
through a famous Christian philosopher and martyr named Justin. Writing
in the second century, he described how his own church observed the
Lord’s Supper. Believers would begin by greeting each other with a kiss,
after which the presiding bishop would give many thanks for the wine,
the bread, and the privilege of sharing them. The people in the assembly
responded with Amen, or “so be it.” Church deacons then gave out pieces
of bread along with wine mixed in water. Afterward, they carried portions
to believers unable to attend (First Apology, 65).

Christians have observed the Lord’s Supper since the earliest days of the
church. Jesus commanded His disciples to practice it, and Christians
have continued in one way or another for two millennia. The ritual has
seen many variations, but most stay true to the original intent—the
remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice (cf. 1 Cor. 11:24-25).

Even today, denominations and assemblies differ in how they observe the
Lord’s Supper, but Christians agree that communion is an important part
of life in the church. When we participate, we should do so sincerely and
gratefully. We should approach this celebration with an open heart before
God—free of unconfessed sins or outstanding grudges (cf. 1 Cor. 11:27-32).
Communion can easily seem familiar or monotonous, but not if we take
care to meditate on the meaning of each part of the ceremony. During this
special time, we can re-focus our thoughts on Christ and the incomparable

work He accomplished.

Student Work
Read John 13:1-38.

b
¥ Why do you think Peter resisted Jesus washing his feet?



What attitude did he show in his resistance?

What attitude did it take for Peter to yield and allow his teacher

and master to continue?

Why do you think Jesus would have permitted an unbeliever to

infilerate His inner circle of disciples?

The events seem to show plainly that Judas was the betrayer. If you
were one of the disciples, what might have made you think that he
was leaving to take care of the group’s business?

If you were Peter, how would you have felt when you heard Jesus
predict that you would deny Him?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Occasion (13:1)
* The Passover
e The Passover

e Afternoon of Nisan 14: lamb slain

*  Evening of Nisan 15: lamb roasted and ceremony begins

The Passover Lamb (13:1-30)

Christ’s (vs. 1-3)
*  Knows His hour has come (vs. 1)
*  Knows His betrayer and what he is about to do (vs. 2)

*  Knows His own identity (vs. 3)

Passover Meal

The lamb was roasted, and the Pass-
over ceremony began.

The guests, reclining on dinner beds
around the table, were served wine
(Luke 22:17-18). After offering a bless-
ing, they drank it. A towel was passed
around, and they washed their hands.
(This was probably when Jesus washed
the disciples'feet.)

Bitter herbs, unleavened bread, and
charoseth (a special sauce) were
brought in.

The head of the family dipped some
of the herbs into the charoseth (Luke
22:19), prayed, and then gave a small
portion—about the size of an olive—to
each person (Matt. 26:26).

The unleavened bread was handed
out, and the lamb was brought in.

A second cup of wine was poured
(Matt. 26:27), and then the meaning
of the feast was explained (Exod.
12:26-27).

The guests sang the first part of “Hal-
lel," or the hymn of praise, and offered
prayer.

The unleavened bread and the herbs
that had been dipped in the cheroseth
were eaten. (This was probably when
Jesus gave the sop to Judas.)

They drank a third cup of wine (Luke
22:20).

They drank a fourth cup of wine and
sang the rest of “Hallel” (Matt. 26:30;
Luke 22:39).
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Triclinium

By the first century A.D. most of the people
under Roman rule had adopted the custom
of reclining during meals. This arrange-
ment was called a triclinium. Flat couch-
es were arranged on three sides of
a low table. Servants placed the

meal on the table from the side
that was not flanked by a couch.
This side was also nearest the door.

Guests at the banquet lay on their
sides, leaning on their left elbow. They

A ate with their right hand, the clean
hand in Eastern culture.

This would have likely been the customary arrangement both
for the meal at which Mary washed Jesus' feet and for the Passover meal
at the Last Supper.

*  Christs (vs. 4-12)
*  Christ’s (vs. 21, 23-30)
*  Broken and compassionate toward Judas
*  Honors Judas by offering him the sop
The Disciples (13:31-38)

° Peter’s rash statements

. wash my feet (vs. 8)
*  Not my feet (vs. 9)
¢ Lay down my (vs. 37)
«  The disciples’ (vs. 22)
*  'The disciples’ (vs. 31-38)
*  'The disciples’ complete (vs. 38)
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Digging Deeper

1.

Explain and illustrate the following statement: “Behind every

wrongful act is a need in someone’s life.”

Note the times when Peter swung from one extreme to another.

What practical steps will help you avoid being like that?

Conduct an in-depth study of the life of Peter using as your guide
Kenneth Frederick’s book 7he Making of a Disciple: A Study of Dis-
cipleship from the Life of Simon Peter.

Study denominations that practice foot washing. Why do they do
so? What Scripture support do they offer for the practice? What
historical precedent (other than the example of Christ) do they
offer for the practice? Do you agree or disagree with the practice?

Why?

Read and report on the specified chapter in one of the following
books: “The Passover Lamb” in Robert T. Ketcham’s Old Testament
Pictures of New Testament Truth, or “Passover and the Lord’s Sup-
per” in Victor Buksbazen’s 7he Gospel in the Feasts of Israel.
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Christ’s Last Words
and Promises

As Shakespeare’s Juliet famously asked, “What's in a name?”

Apparently, quite a lot. Note how desperately people will try to protect a
good name or cover up a bad one. People may change their names to break
ties with family. Actors and artists may adopt new names that seem more

interesting or memorable.

And in this age of meticulous corporate branding, companies guard their
names anxiously. Designers can spend years researching and registering
trademarks, and marketers put billions of dollars into advertising
specifically designed to make us think happy thoughts about their
logo. Lawyers wage epic battles to protect brands against copycats and
competitors. Most consumers buy recognizable products, so companies
strive for a memorable, exclusive, well-regarded name. No one wants their
carefully managed brand to turn into a generic name—something that any

competitor could use or abuse.

To followers of Christ, the term Christian is even more precious. Jesus
expects us to have certain qualities, like a love for others, a faith in God,
and a desire for peace. By claiming to serve Christ, we invite others to
judge us by a high standard—part of which includes honesty about our
failures. We're not here to put on a religious show, and we must balance
transparency and dignity. If we ignore the importance of the name

Christian, we risk dishonoring our Savior.
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This danger becomes clear in the occasional fad of “Jesus” merchandise.
People may sport T-shirts, bracelets, or bumper stickers that brand
themselves as Christian. But we must realize that our behavior can

undermine our message if we don't truly act like Jesus.

Have you ever been cut off by a car that had a religious bumper sticker on
it? Have you ever heard a person with a cross necklace say something cruel?
Have you ever seen a violent protestor waving around a sign with Scripture?
It happens far too often, and people do notice. When we tie the name of
Christ to actions that He condemns, we risk terrible judgment. Few sins
are worse than pushing people away from God’s kingdom (cf. Matt. 18:6;
23:13-15; 2 Cor. 6:3-10).

It’s true: actions speak louder than words—or jewelry, or fish-shaped
decals. No, we don’t control what people think of the word Christian, but
we do control our own behavior. By God’s grace, we can glorify Him while

bearing the name of Jesus to the world.

Student Work

Read John 14:1-31.

h
¥ Imagine that you were one of Jesus’ disciples who had just heard

Jesus predict that Peter would deny him. How would you have felt
when the next words He spoke were encouragement to be at peace

and trust in Him?

7 Where do you suppose Thomas thought Jesus was going?

?" Describe the promised ministry of the Holy Spirit to the disciples

in your own words.

7 What is the difference between Jesus’ promise of peace and the
world’s offer of peace?



b
7 After all the different times John has said the disciples believed in
Jesus, he says in verse 29 that they would believe when they saw

His prophecies come true. What does Jesus mean by this new use

of the word “believe”?

b
7 How was Jesus going to show the world that He loved the Father?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

A Future
*  Where heaven is
*  How to get to heaven
e Christ is the
e Christ is the
e Christ is the

Power Through
*  The power of the gospel
* The power of prayer
*  Necessity (James 4:2)
* In Christ’s name

*  Glorifying the Father (vs. 13)
The Holy Spirit (14:15-18)

* Jesus, the
*  Another
* Jesus is about to leave them

* Jesus will send the Holy Spirit to them
*  The

Place (14:1-11)

of heaven (vs. 7-11)

(14:12-14)
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Peace (14:27)

2.
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The world’s

e 'The “peace” of temporary
*  The “peace” of

*  The “peace” of false
Christ’s peace

* Permanent

e Based on faith

Digging Deeper

1.

Explain what it means to pray “in Jesus’ name.”

Explain the seeming contradiction in the statements that our
prayers must be according to the will of God, yet God will give us

the desires of our heart. How are those two goals reconciled?

Conduct a study of the word vanity (“emptiness”) in Ecclesiastes.

Explain the lessons that Solomon is communicating through that

book.

Read and write a summary report on one of the following classic
works on prayer: Power Through Prayer by E. M. Bounds, How to
Pray by R. A. Torrey, or With Christ in the School of Prayer by An-
drew Murray.

In John 14:16 Jesus called the Holy Spirit “another of the same
kind of Comforter” (lit.). How is the Holy Spirit like Jesus in His
ministry to and through the Christian? List as many similarities as

you can.
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Christ’s Lesson on the
Vine and the Branches

Nothing tasted better to Dale on a cold winter morning than his mother’s
hot, homemade biscuits topped with a large portion of her homemade
Concord grape jelly, jam, or preserves. Just thinking of it made his mouth

water.

But that tasty treat didnt just happen. A lot of work went into making it
possible. His mother, of course, had to can the jam and the jelly, working
for hours in a very hot kitchen (during the heat of summer—and without
the benefit of air conditioning!). Before that, she had to pick the clusters of
purple grapes from the vines, braving all sorts of bees, yellow jackets, and
other pesky biting insects who were also wanting their share of the sweet

juice and pulp.

But long before any of those clusters of grapes even began growing on
the vine, Dale’s father had to do his part to make the grape jelly, jam, or
preserves possible. Before the grapes began producing, he had to examine
the vines closely to determine which branches were broken, weak, diseased,
or damaged. Then he took pruning shears and began to cut away the bad
branches. Dale’s responsibility was to gather all of the discarded branches,

pile them into a heap, and then burn them.

At first, Dale didn’t understand why this task was necessary. Wouldn’t they
get even more grapes next year if they left all of those branches on the vine?
Then his father explained to him that all those bad branches did was sap
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the other good branches of their nourishment from the root and the larger
part of the vine. By cutting away, or pruning, the branches, his father was
allowing more of the life-giving, grape-producing nutrients to flow to the
good branches. That, in turn, guaranteed a much larger harvest than if they

left all of the branches—both good and bad—intact.

Jesus used a similar illustration in the lesson you are about to study now. He
said that for His children to bear fruit effectively, God must “prune” them,
cutting out what is bad or a drain on their spiritual vitality and thereby
allowing His life-giving graces to flow unhindered into the believers’ lives.
As they respond to that pruning process, He enables them to “bear much
fruit.”

How is God pruning your life right now? Are you resisting His wise
pruning? Or are you trusting in His wisdom to bring forth even greater
fruit for His glory?

Student Work
Read John 15:1-27.

¥ What does it mean to prune a branch?

¥ Why would a gardener do this to a fruitful branch?

¥ What does this passage teach us about our ability to perform good

works?

7 What do you think Jesus means by His command to “abide” (or

“remain”) in Him?

¥ What kinds of people are those who do not abide in Him, do not

bear fruit, and are cast into the fire?



" 4

What is the purpose for Jesus commands and warnings in this

passage?

What is the fruit in the life of the believer that He wants to be

overflowing?

What do you think was on Jesus’ mind when He spoke the words
of verse 13?

Grapes were a significant commodity in the
Judean agricultural society. It is likely that
His disciples would have been quite familiar
with vineyards and the care of grapevines
from their extensive travel in Palestine.

Husbandmen were responsible for maximiz-
ing the quality and quantity of the grape
harvest in their vineyard. In John 15 Jesus
taught his disciples about the fruit the Father
was producing in their lives. His metaphor
focuses on the union of the vine and the
branches. Branches depended on the vine
for support and nourishment. Branches were
worthless if they were separated from the
vine.

The husbandman removed dead branches
so they would not sap nutrients from the
fruitful branches. These dead branches were
taken away and destroyed by fire. Fruitful
branches were cut back, or pruned, so that
they would not grow too much and divert
nutrients into the vegetation rather than
the fruit. The husbandman’s objective was
to create balance between vegetative
growth and fruit production in order to
increase the crop.
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¥ If you were a disciple, what would you have thought about those

words when you remembered them a year later?

# What is the attitude of worldly people towards you?

#? Do they know enough about your faith in Christ to hate you as
they hate Jesus?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Disciples’ Responsibility (15:1-17)
*  Bear fruit (vs. 1-8)

e Nature of the fruit

*  Production of the fruit
* By being daily with the Word (vs. 2-3)
* By in Christ (vs. 4-7)
*  Love the brethren (vs. 9-17)
The World'’s Persecution (15:18-25)
¢ DPersecution: the companion of (vs. 18)

*  Christians: automatically rejected just as Christ was rejected (vs.
18-20)

¢ Christians: unlike the (vs. 19)

The Holy Spirit’s Coming (15:26-27)
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Digging Deeper

1.

Explain in practical terms what it means to “abide in Christ.” De-
scribe the obstacles to abiding in Christ. What steps can you take
to overcome those obstacles?

Explain (using Scripture support) why the world has always perse-
cuted Christians. What should be the Christian’s reaction and re-
sponse to persecution? What role does the Holy Spirit play in the
life of the Christian who is suffering persecution?

Conduct a “fruit inspection” of your life. Are you producing fruit?
If not, why not? If you are producing fruit, what steps can you take
to ensure that you not only continue bearing fruit but also will in-
crease that production? What are the keys to successful fruitbear-
ing?

What lessons did Christ and John the Baptist teach concerning the

importance of self sacrifice in the fruit-bearing process?

Who are the branches in John 152 What is suggested about the
branches that are cut away and burned? What kind of a warning
should this be to those who profess salvation?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
the end user license agreement. All rights reserved.

This is possibly the route Christ and
his disciples would have taken to the
Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus might
have taught them about the vine and
the branches along the way. In addi-
tion, it is possible they went through
the temple court stopping to pray (see
next chapter). They would have then
walked out the East Gate and up the
Mount of Olives.
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3
Christ’s Intercessory
Prayer

A lot of people keep a prayer list in their Bibles so that they have ready
access to it and can pray for special needs whenever they have the
opportunity. The big advantage of using a prayer list, of course, is that it
helps jog our memory. We have so many things about which to pray that
it’s often very difficult to remember them all, and when we forget to pray

for something, we feel guilty.

So the prayer list is a tool to help us avoid the problem of forgetfulness. But
what about the times when we don’t have our Bible and the prayer list with
us? We should always be in a position to pray, but how can we do that if we
don’t have that prayer list with us? How can our forgetful minds remember

everything about which we should be praying?

You might not realize it, but you have a ready-made prayer list right on top
of your neck! Even when you don’t have your paper prayer list with you,
you always have this handy prayer list with you! It’s the features of your

face!

Use each feature to remind you to pray for specific things. Consider

carefully what we mean.

*  Eyes—Of course, we see with our eyes. Your eyesight can help you
to remember to pray for the people you see most—your parents,

your brothers and/or sisters, and your close friends and relatives.
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-~y *  Mouth—Think of the times you've heard God speak to you
through the preaching or teaching of His Word by your pastor, a
missionary speaker, or your teachers. They used their mouths to
communicate that message. When you see or use your mouth, it
y . & should help remind you to pray for the preachers, teachers, mis-

sionaries, and others in positions of spiritual leadership. Prompted
by that general reminder, you should have little trouble thinking of

specific peoples’ names and needs.

*  Ears—Hebrews 13:17 tells us to obey those who have authority
over us. How can we obey them if we don’t listen? Your ears should
remind you of those who are over you in authority. That could in-

: clude the rulers of your own national and local government and
your school principal. Paul instructs us to pray for those who are in
authority over us so that we can live a quiet, peaceable life in godli-

Court Of : ness and spread the gospel to the world around us.

A The Gentiles - e Hair—Hair is a facial feature? Well, cut us a little slack on this one.

Your hair is the most frail and transient feature of your head. It falls
out all the time, and sometimes it doesn’t grow back! If it does, it’s
probably going to turn gray sooner or later. The frailty of your hair
should remind you to pray for the weak, the sick, the invalids, the
spiritually immature, or oppressed people in your life or commu-

nity.

*  Nose—If something smells bad, your nose will tell you. If you

stink spiritually, the noses of the people around you will tell them
about it too. Although we should be thinking in prayer of others
more than ourselves, we must not be guilty of failing to pray for
ourselves. One of the major emphases of our prayers should be that

our lives might become a sweet smelling aroma to God.

Now you have no excuse for not praying—even if you forget or lose your
paper prayer list! Why not give it a try? Use this prayer list memory tool to
remind you of those for whom you should be praying.

After Christ’s high priestly prayer, He was ready to enter the Garden of
Gethsemane for His last moments with the disciples. Read the following

passages and describe the event recorded in detail.
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4
» Mark 14:26, 32—42; Luke 22:39—-46

Jesus was suddenly interrupted by the arrival of Judas Iscariot and the mob.

John 18:2 picks up the story.

Student Work
Read John 17:1-26.

5
9

4

What do you think Jesus means when He says that eternal life is
knowing the Father and Jesus Christ?

What does Jesus’ statement of how He glorified God suggest about
how we can do likewise?

What do you think Jesus meant when He said that the Father gave
men (the disciples) to Jesus out of the world?

What does verse 17 suggest the Word of God accomplishes in our

lives? How does it make us different from what we have been?
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Today Jews offer prayers at the western
wall that remains from Herod's temple, also
know as the Wailing Wall. This is one of
the most emotional sites in present day
Palestine because the sense of sorrow and
loss at the state of God's chosen people is
so plainly evident.
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¥ Imagine that you were one of the disciples hearing this prayer on
your behalf. What part of the prayer would have had the greatest
impact on you? Why?

@ Christ prays for future believers in addition to the disciples. Since
that includes us today, what part of this prayer do you think is

most important for our time?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Christ Prays for (17:1-8)
*  The finished work (vs. 4)
e Christ had given eternal life to the disciples (vs. 2-3)
¢ Christ had taught the disciples (vs. 6, 8)

* 'The disciples had the Word (vs. 8)
* 'The disciples had the Word (vs. 8)
¢ 'Two requests
* To be glorified in His (vs. 1)
* To be glorified in the of the Father (vs. 5)
Christ Prays for His (17:9-19)

*  Keep them (vs. 11-12)
*  Sanctify them (vs. 17-19)



Christ Prays for All Future (17:20-26)

That we might be (vs. 21-23)
e With the Father and the Son (vs. 21)
e With each other (vs. 22)

That we might be one with Him in (vs. 24)

Digging Deeper

1.

Conduct a study of the prayers of Christ. Make a table or chart
that describes those prayers. Focus particularly on Christ’s prayers

for (a) Himself, (b) His disciples, and (c) all future believers. What

lessons do Christ’s prayers teach us about our own prayers?

Conduct a study of the model prayer offered by Christ (generally
called “The Lord’s Prayer”). Explain the principles that Christ was

teaching in each of the phrases contained in that prayer.

Do you have a prayer list of people or issues about which you pray
regularly? If not, develop one. If you already have such a list, ex-
plain how it is helpful to your prayer life.

Read and report on one of the classic works on prayer that are in-
cluded in the Recommended Reading List.

Read a biography of E. M. Bounds, who was famous for his life of
prayer. Explain the effect that the practice of earnest and regular
prayer had on his life and ministry.

Explain each aspect of the following statement by E. M. Bounds:
“Behind the praying there must lie the conditions of prayer...
Prayer does not stand alone. It is not an isolated performance.

Prayer is connected to all the duties of the Christian life.”

Read E. M. Bounds' book Guide to Spiritual Warfare, and explain
the role that prayer plays on the spiritual battlefield.

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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32
The Betrayal, Arrest,
and Trial of Christ

Pontius Pilate was the fifth procurator (governmental representative)
of Rome in Palestine. He held that office from A.D. 26-36. His name,
Pontius, was his family name; the title Pilate meant “one armed with a

javelin.”

Little is known of Pilate’s early life except for a few legends, which might or
might not be true. He was said to be the illegitimate son of Tyrus. In Rome,
he allegedly committed murder and was exiled to Asia Minor, where he
subdued a rebellious people, thereby regaining the favor of Rome, and was
awarded the governorship of Judea.

Pilate seemed to enjoy tormenting the Jews. He never seemed to
understand them, and as the Jewish historian Josephus pointed out, he
offended them by bringing idolatrous Roman standards into the city of
Jerusalem. Another time, he hung gold shields inscribed with the names
of the Roman gods on the temple itself. He also had his soldiers kill some
Galileans while they were sacrificing in the temple. Luke 13:1 refers to that
very incident: “There were present at that season some that told him of the

Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.”

Pilate’s actual headquarters was in Caesarea, but he came to Jerusalem every
Passover to keep order among the population, which swelled at that holiday.
After the Jewish leaders condemned Christ, they brought Him to Pilate, who

was probably living in Herod’s palace near the temple, early in the morning,.
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From the beginning of the hearing, he was torn between offending the Jews
again and condemning an innocent person. He tried every way of which
he could think to convince the Jews to release Jesus. He didn’t want them
to complain to Rome again about his behavior so, putting politics before

justice, he finally gave in to their demand to crucify Him.

According to Josephus, Pilate’s political career ended six years later when he
tried to suppress a small rebellion in Samaria and killed an innocent man.
The Samaritans complained, and Pilate was recalled to Rome. His name
then seems to have disappeared from official Roman governmental history.
The historian Eusebius says, however, that soon afterward, “wearied with
misfortune,” he took his own life. One tradition says that he committed
suicide in Vienna, whereas another legend says that he was banished to a
mountain (now known as Mount Pilatus) on Lake Lucern in Switzerland.
There, he allegedly plunged into the lake and to his death from a precipice.
(The preceding information was taken from Zondervan’s Pictorial Bible

Dictionary.)

This Pilate was the man before whom Jesus stood condemned. As you
study this lesson, consider how Jesus must have felt standing before such a

notorious man.

Student Work

Read John 18.

b2
7 What emotions do you think Judas may have been feeling as he

»

stood with the crowd that was arresting Jesus?

¥ If you were one of the soldiers, what would have amazed you most
about the scene in the garden?

¥ What might have caused Peter to deny that he knew Jesus?



0, What would you have thought about Pilate’s conversation with

Jesus if you were a Roman in his court?

0, How would you describe Jesus answers to Pilate and Caiaphas?
How are his answers to the two similar or different?

Is Jesus defending His innocence?

Why would He answer the way He did?

From the Garden of Gethsemane
Christ was taken to Caiaphas's House
(shown in red). The majority of the
disciples fled, possibly to Mary’s house
in Bethany (shown in yellow).

The unnamed disciple, which we con-
clude was John, was able to gain ac-
cess to Caiaphas’s court because he
was known in Caiaphas's household.
This has led some to conclude that
James and John were from a promi-
nent family. John then used his posi-
tion to help Peter gain entrance, also
(see John 18:15-17).
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Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Act I: The Betrayal and Arrest of Christ (18:2-13)
*  Jesus the enemy (vs. 4-6)

*  Jesus the disciples

Act ll: The Trial Before Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin
(18:12-14, 19-24)

* Annas
*  Head of all affairs in Jerusalem
* No position

*  Probably hated Jesus because of lost

*  Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin

Act lll: Peter’s Denial (19:15-18, 25-27)

Digging Deeper

1. According to Luke 22:36-38, Jesus told the disciples to sell their °

coats, if necessary, to buy swords. Yet He rebuked Peter for trying
to use his sword in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:51-54;
John 18:10-11). Explain why Christ gave them seemingly conflict-

ing instructions.

2. Read “The Supreme Failure,” chapter 15 (pp. 187-201) of Ken-
neth Frederick’s book 7he Making of a Disciple: A Study of Disciple-
ship from the Life of Simon Peter. Study carefully what he has to say
about Peter’s denial of Christ. List the practical lessons that we can

learn from Peter’s failure.

3. Write a paper explaining how to have Christ-like composure and
self-control. Use Scripture references and examples as support for

your points.

4. Conduct a study and write a report about Annas, Caiaphas, or the
Sanhedrin.
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5. Find and describe briefly other references in the Bible to the cedars

of Lebanon.

6. Conduct a study of the life of Judas, tracing his downfall. How did

he end up such a spiritual failure?

(Left) Caiaphas was the high priest during Jesus'
adult life after he succeeded Annas, his father-in-
law, in AD. 18. Like many sites in Jerusalem,
shrines have been built on supposed sites of Caia-
phas's and Annas’s residences, but solid evidence
for this conjecture has not yet been uncovered.
Their homes were likely in the wealthy Mount Zion
area of the city.

When Jesus was arrested, He was first taken to
Annas's home, indicating that he was still a man
of great influence. From there He was led to Caia-
phas's mansion for further questioning and ac-
cusation. It was likely in the same place that the
Sanhedrin met in John 11:45-57 to plot Jesus'
murder. There, Caiaphas chillingly proposed that
Jesus' death would benefit the Jewish nation.
Although he meant that it would quiet Roman
concerns that Jesus' fame could lead to a popular
uprising, John explains that God used Caiaphas
to prophesy that Jesus’ death would provide re-
demption for the people of God across the earth.

At left are photographs from within the Wohl
Museum in Jerusalem of a model (top) and exca-
vations (lower four) of a building that some believe
was either Annas's or the first century high priests’
home. The larger picture is a second site that
others believe is the remains of the steps leading
up to Caiaphas’s house.
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33
The Crucifixion of Christ

In preparation for studying this lesson, read the following article by

C. Truman Davis.

“The Passion of Christ from a
Medical Point of View”

by C. Truman Davis

(Used by permission.)

In this paper, I shall discuss some of the physical aspects of the passion or
suffering of Christ. We shall follow Him from Gethsemane, through His
trial, His scourging, His path along the Via Dolorosa, to His last dying

hours on the Cross.

I became interested in this about a year ago when I read an account of the
crucifixion in Jim Bishop’s book, 7he Day Christ Died. 1 suddenly realized
that I had taken the crucifixion more or less for granted all these years—
that I had grown callus to its horror by a too easy familiarity with the
grim details—and a too distant friendship with Him. It finally occurred
to me that as a physician I didn’t even know the actual immediate cause of
death. The Gospel writers don’t help us very much on this point, because
crucifixion and scourging were so common during their lifetime that they
undoubtedly considered a detailed description totally superfluous—so we
have the concise words of the evangelists: “Pilate, having scourged Jesus,

delivered Him to them to be crucified—and they crucified Him.”

CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE

239



240

5
|
(

(
JERUSALEM » |
{/

Golgotha

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

I am indebted to many who have studied this subject in the past, and
especially to a contemporary colleague, Dr. Pierre Barbet, a French surgeon
who has done exhaustive historical and experimental research and has

written extensively on the subject.

The infinite psychic and spiritual suffering of the Incarnate God in
atonement for the sins of fallen man I have no competence to discuss;
however, the physiological and anatomical aspects of our Lord’s passion we
can examine in some detail. . . . What did the body of Jesus of Nazareth

actually endure during those hours of torture?

This led me first to a study of the practice of crucifixion itself; that is,
the torture and execution of a person by fixation to a cross. Apparently,
the first known practice of crucifixion was by the Persians. Alexander
and his generals brought it back to the Mediterranean world—to Egypt
and to Carthage. The Romans apparently learned the practice from the
Carthaginians and (as with almost everything that the Romans did) rapidly
developed a very high degree of efficiency and skill in carrying it out. A
number of Roman authors (Livy, Cicero, Tacitus) comment on it. Several
innovations and modifications are described in the ancient literature;
I'll mention only a few which may have some bearing here. The upright
portion of the cross (or stipes) could have the cross-arm (or patibulum)
attached two or three feet below its top—this is what we commonly think
of today as the classical form of the cross (the one which we have later
named the Latin cross); however, the common form used in our Lord’s day
was the Tau cross (shaped like the Greek letter Tau or like a T). In this cross
the patibulum was placed in a notch at the top of the stipes. There is fairly
overwhelming archeological evidence that it was on this type of cross that

Jesus was crucified.

The upright post, or stipes, was generally permanently fixed in the ground
at the site of the execution and the condemned man was forced to carry
the patibulum, apparently weighing about 110 pounds, from the prison to
the place of execution. Without any historical or biblical proof, medieval
and Renaissance painters have given us our picture of Christ carrying the
entire cross. Many of these painters and most of the sculptors of crucifixes
today show the nails through the palms. Roman historical accounts and
experimental work have shown that nails were driven between the small
bones of the wrists and not through the palms. Nails driven through the
palms will strip out between the fingers when they support the weight
of a human body. The misconception may have come about through

the misunderstanding of Jesus’ words to Thomas, “Observe my hands.”
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Anatomists, both modern and ancient, have always considered the wrists

as part of the hand.

A titulus, or small sign, stating the victim’s crime was usually carried at
the front of the procession and later nailed to the cross above the head.
This sign with its staff nailed to the top of the cross would have given it

somewhat the characteristic form of the Latin cross.

The physical passion of Christ begins in Gethsemane. Of the many aspects
of this initial suffering, I shall only discuss the one of physiological interest,
the bloody sweat. It is interesting that the physician of the group, St. Luke,
is the only one to mention this. He says, “And being in agony, He prayed
the longer. And his sweat became as drops of blood, trickling down upon

the ground.”

Every attempt imaginable has been used by modern scholars to explain away
this phrase, apparently under the mistaken impression that this just doesn’t

happen.

A great deal of effort could be saved by consulting the medical literature.
Though very rare, the phenomenon of hematidrosis, or bloody sweat, is
well documented. Under great emotional stress, tiny capillaries in the

sweat glands can break, thus mixing blood with sweat. This process alone
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Above is excavated Roman pavement upon
which some believe Christ may have actu-
ally walked on his way to Golgotha. It is
located numerous archeological layers and
twenty feet below the Via Dolorosa.
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could have produced marked weakness and possible

shock.

We shall move rapidly through the betrayal and
arrest; I must stress again that important portions
of the Passion story are missing from this account.
This may be frustrating to you, but in order to
adhere to our purpose of discussing only the purely
physical aspects of the Passion, this is necessary.
After the arrest in the middle of the night, Jesus was
brought before the Sanhedrin and Caiaphas, the
High Priest; it is here that the first physical trauma
was inflicted. A soldier struck Jesus across the face
for remaining silent when questioned by Caiaphas.
The palace guards then blindfolded Him and
mockingly taunted Him to identify them as they
passed by, spat on Him, and struck Him in the face.

In the early morning, Jesus, battered and bruised,
dehydrated, and exhausted from a sleepless night,

is taken across Jerusalem to the Praetorium of the

Fortress Antonia, the seat of government of the
Procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate. You are, of course, familiar with Pilate’s
action in attempting to pass responsibility to Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch
of Judea. Jesus apparently suffered no physical mistreatment at the hands
of Herod and was returned to Pilate. It was then, in response to the cries of
the mob, that Pilate ordered Bar-Abbas released and condemned Jesus to
scourging and crucifixion. There is much disagreement among authorities
about the scourging as a prelude to crucifixion. Most Roman writers from
this period do not associate the two. Many scholars believe that Pilate
originally ordered Jesus scourged as His full punishment and that the death
sentence by crucifixion came only in response to the taunt by the mob that
the procurator was not properly defending Caesar against this pretender
who claimed to be the King of the Jews.

Preparations for the scourging are carried out. The prisoner is stripped of
His clothing and His hands tied to a post above His head. It is doubtful
whether the Romans made any attempt to follow the Jewish law in this
matter of scourging. The Jews had an ancient law prohibiting more than
forty lashes. The Pharisees always making sure the law was strictly kept,
insisted that only thirty-nine lashes be given. (In case of miscount, they

were sure of remaining within the law.) The Roman legionnaire steps



The Via Dolorosa is the proposed route
Christ took from Pilate’s judgment hall
to Golgotha. The doorway to the right
leads to the Church of the Flagellation
where Christ was beaten. After this
beating Pilate presented Jesus to the
crowds saying, “Behold the man.!” At
the top left is the Ecce Homo Arch—
the traditional site of this declaration.
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Above is a view of Gordon’'s Calvary,
where Jesus was possibly crucified. This
hill is part of Mount Moriah where Abra-
ham offered Isaac and lies outside the city
wall. In ancient times a Roman road ran
between the hill and the city which sat to
the right. Golgotha means “Place of the
Skull” The unusual rock formations may
explain how this hill got its name.

Scripture does not suggest that Christ was
crucified on top of a hill. He was likely
crucified alongside the road to intimidate
passersby following Roman custom. The
Gospels simply say He was taken to the
Place of the Skull.
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forward with the flagrum (or flagellum) in his hand. This is a short whip
consisting of several heavy, leather thongs with two small balls of lead
attached near the ends of each. The heavy whip is brought down with
full force again and again across Jesus” shoulders, back and legs. At first
the heavy thongs cut through the skin only. Then, as the blows continue,
they cut deeper into subcutaneous tissues, producing first an oozing of
blood from the capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally spurting arterial
bleeding from vessels in the underlying muscles. The small balls of lead first
produce large, deep bruises, which are broken open by subsequent blows.
Finally the skin of the back is hanging in long ribbons and the entire area
is an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding tissue. When the centurion
in charge determines that the prisoner is near death, the beating is finally

stopped.

The half-fainting Jesus is then untied and allowed to slump to the stone

pavement, wet with His own blood. The Roman soldiers see a great joke



in this provincial Jew claiming to be a king. They throw a robe across His
shoulders and place a stick in His hand for a scepter. They still need a
crown to make their travesty complete. A small bundle of flexible branches
covered with long thorns (commonly used for firewood) are plaited into the
shape of a crown and this is pressed into His scalp. Again there is copious
bleeding (the scalp being one of the most vascular areas of the body). After
mocking Him and striking Him across the face, the soldiers take the stick
from His hand and strike Him across the head, driving the thorns deeper
into His scalp. Finally, they tire of their sadistic sport and the robe is torn
from His back. This had already become adherent to the clots of blood
and serum in the wounds, and its removal, just as the careless removal of
a surgical bandage, causes excruciating pain . . . almost as though He were

again being whipped—and the wounds again begin to bleed.

In deference to Jewish custom, the Romans return His garments. The heavy
patibulum of the cross is tied across His shoulders, and the procession of
the condemned Christ, two thieves and the execution detail, headed by
a centurion, begins its slow journey along the Via Dolorosa. In spite of
His efforts to walk erect, the weight of the heavy wooden beam, together
with the shock produced by copious blood loss, is too much. He stumbles
and falls. The rough wood of the beam gouges into the lacerated skin and
muscles of the shoulders. He tries to rise, but human muscles have been
pushed beyond their endurance. The centurion, anxious to get on with the
crucifixion, selects a stalwart North African onlooker, Simon of Cyrene,
to carry the cross. Jesus follows, still bleeding and sweating the cold,
clammy sweat of shock. The 650-yard journey from the Fortress Antonia
to Golgotha is finally completed. The prisoner is again stripped of His

clothes—except for a loin cloth which is allowed the Jews.

The crucifixion begins. Jesus is offered wine mixed with myrrh, a mild
analgesic mixture. He refuses to drink. Simon is ordered to place the
patibulum on the ground and Jesus is quickly thrown backward with His
shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the
front of the wrist. He drives a heavy, square, wrought iron nail through
the wrist and deep into the wood. Quickly, he moves to the other side and
repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms too tightly, but to
allow some flexion and movement. The patibulum is then lifted in place
at the top of the stipes and the titulus reading, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of

the Jews,” is nailed in place.

The left foot is pressed backward against the right foot, and with both feet

extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the
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knees moderately flexed. The victim is now crucified. As he slowly sags
down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain
shoots along the arms to explode in the brain—the nails in the wrists are
putting pressure on the median nerves. As He pushes Himself upward to
avoid this stretching torment, He places full weight on the nail through
His feet. Again there is searing agony of the nail tearing through the nerves

between the metatarsal bones of the feet.

At this point, another phenomenon occurs. As the arms fatigue, great
waves of cramps sweep over the muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless
throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push Himself
upward. Hanging by His arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and the
intercostal muscles are unable to act. Air can be drawn into the lungs but
cannot be exhaled. Jesus fights to raise Himself in order to get even one
short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the
blood stream and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically, He is able
to push Himself upward to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen.
It was undoubtedly during these periods that He uttered the seven short

sentences which are recorded.

The first, looking down at the Roman soldiers throwing dice for His

seamless garment. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”
The second to the penitent thief, “Today thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.”

The third looking down at the terrified, grief stricken, adolescent John
(the beloved Apostle), He said, “Behold thy mother,” and looking to Mary,
“Woman, behold thy son.”

The fourth cry is from the beginning of the 22™ Psalm, “My God, My
God, why hast thou forsaken Me?”

Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps,
intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from His
lacerated back as He moves up and down against the rough timber. Then
another agony begins. A deep crushing pain deep in the chest as the

pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.

Let us remember again the 22™ Psalm (the 14™ verse), “I am poured out
like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax,; it is

melted in the midst of my bowels.”

It is now almost over—the loss of tissue fluids has reached the critical

level—the compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish



blood into the tissues—the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to
gasp in small gulps of air. The markedly dehydrated tissues send their flood

of stimuli to the brain.
Jesus gasps His fifth cry, “I thirst.”

A sponge soaked in Posca, the cheap, sour wine which is the staple drink
of the Roman legionnaires, is lifted to His lips. He apparently doesn’t take
any of the liquid. The body of Jesus is now in extremis, and He can feel the
chill of death creeping through His tissues. The realization brings out His

sixth words—possibly little more than a tortured whisper.
“It is finished.”

His mission of atonement has been completed. Finally He can allow His

body to die.

With one last surge of strength, He once again presses His torn feet against
the nail, straightens His legs, takes a deeper breath, and utters His seventh
and last cry, “Father, into thy hands I commit My spirit.”

The rest you know. In order that the Sabbath not be profaned, the Jews asked
that the condemned men be dispatched and removed from the crosses. The
common method of ending a crucifixion was by crurifracture, the breaking
of the bones of the legs. This prevented the victim from pushing himself
upward; the tension could not be relieved from the muscles of the chest,
and rapid suffocation occurred. The legs of the two thieves were broken,

but when they came to Jesus they saw that this was unnecessary.

Apparently to make doubly sure of death, the legionnaire drove his
lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs, upward through the
pericardium and into the heart. The 34th verse of the 19" chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John: “And immediately there came out blood and
water.” Thus there was an escape of watery fluid from the sac surrounding
the heart and blood from the interior of the heart. We, therefore, have
rather conclusive post-mortem evidence that our Lord died, not the usual
crucifixion death by suffocation, but the heart failure due to shock and

constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium.

Thus we have seen a glimpse of the epitome of evil which man can exhibit
toward man and toward God. This is not a pretty sight and is apt to leave us
despondent and depressed. How grateful we can be that we have a sequel.
A glimpse of the infinite mercy of God towards man—the miracle of the

atonement and the expectation of Easter morning! «&»
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As we've noted so frequently during our study this year, John often leaves
a gap in events in Christ’s life that we must fill using the other Gospel
writers accounts. Such is the case again. Look up each of the following
references and write what happened according to that passage.

Late Saturday evening to Sunday morning

A )
» Mark 16:1

%
» Matthew 28:1-4

Early Sunday morning

4
» Mark 16:2-8

With that, we can now resume our study of John’s exciting account of
Jesus’ resurrection!

Student Work

' Read John 18:28-19:37.

]
.7 What do you think Pilate was trying to do by offering to release

Jesus?

%
7 Do you think he was surprised by the Jews’ response?

b
¥ Why would Pilate allow the soldiers to torture Jesus when he

»

believed Jesus was innocent?
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¥ What do you think Pilate really believed about who Jesus was?

¥ Is there anything about his reactions to Jesus that surprises you,
given the fact that he was a powerful Roman official?

¥ When Jesus said, “It is finished,” what do you think the “it” was?

¥ Imagine thatyou wereaJewwho had followed Jesus and been amazed
byhisteachingand miraclesbuthad notyetbecomeconvinced thatHe
was God. What would you have thought about the crucifixion scene?
Would it have made you more or less likely to believe in Him?

¥ What made Jesus die more quickly than the thieves?

Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Facing Pilate (18:28-19:16)
* DPilate pronounces Him (vs. 38-39)
e Mob chooses over Jesus (vs. 40)

*  Romans scourge Jesus (vs. 1)
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Romans place a crown of thorns on Him and ridicule Him

(vs. 2-5)
Pilate once more declares Jesus innocent (vs. 6)

Pilate turns Him over to the Jews for crucifixion (vs. 6-16)

The Crucifixion (19:17-37)

1.

M Digging Deeper

Conduct a study of Roman forms of punishment (in addition to
crucifixion) using historical documents and first-person accounts.
Why were the Romans so cruel in some ways and so technologi-
cally advanced in other ways? How can a nation be both progres-

sive and regressive?

Write a paper summarizing the Scripture prophecies of Christ’s

death, burial, and resurrection.

Why did Pilate wash his hands after trying Jesus? What caused his
wife to warn him not to have anything to do with Jesus? Can you
name other famous literature in which a major character continu-
ally washed his or her hands after committing an infamous crime?
Can you name another famous person whose wife warned him of

impending doom? Describe each of these situations.

Write a one-page paper stating your reaction(s) to C. Truman Da-
vis’ article on the crucifixion of Christ. What was the most startling

thing you learned from it?

Licensed for use during the 2023-2024 school year, subject to
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34
The Resurrection and
First Post-Resurrection
Appearance of Christ

In this lesson, you will learn about two secret disciples, Nicodemus and
Joseph of Arimathea, who risked a lot to show their public support for
Christ. In addition to risking their reputation among their fellow Jewish
rulers, they risked their wealth and standing in the community. Beyond
that, Joseph sacrificed his own newly hewn tomb, and he and Nicodemus
spent a large sum of their own money to purchase seventy-five pounds of

perfumes and spices to be used in preparing Jesus body for burial.

This might not seem like much of a sacrifice for two very wealthy and
highly respected men. But consider what Jesus™ open supporters did. Those
closest to Him, some of whom even declared earlier that they would die
for Him, ran away and hid! One of them publicly denied even knowing
Him, and another even sold Him for thirty pieces of silver, the price of
a common slave. By contrast, Nicodemus and Joseph were taking a bold
stand for Christ!

What about you? How much are you risking or sacrificing for Christ? Most
of us probably will not be called upon to die for Christ, perhaps not even
be imprisoned for Christ. In fact, that might actually be the easiest type of
sacrifice to make for Christ. The hardest sacrifice is often that of /iving for

Him wherever we happen to be right now.
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Romans 12:1 begs us, “Present your bodies a living sacrifice . . . unto God.”
We should follow the example of the veteran missionary who prayed the

following prayer upon awaking each morning:

“Lord, make this bed an altar, and make my body a living sacrifice upon it.

Help me to live this day as a living sacrifice for You.”

Does that sound too radical for you? According to the second verse of
Romans 12, however, it’s only what we should all be doing every day
of our lives. This verse is talking about a form of worship. We need to
comprehend that God is so majestic and worthy of honor that we renounce

earthly desires for a greater spiritual mission.

What about your life? Are you living it as a sacrifice to God?

Student Work

Read John 19:38-20:31.

hJ
¥ If you were in Joseph of Arimathea’s shoes, would you have

»

remained a secret disciple as he did?

7 Why or why not?

¥ What was it about Mary’s relationship with Jesus that made her
cry when she did not know where he was? Why would this bother
her?

¥ Ifyou were one of the disciples, what might have been your reaction
to Mary Magdalene’s testimony of seeing Jesus?

7" Do you think Thomas was wrong to want the same evidence of

Jesus’ resurrection that the other disciples had seen?
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¥ Should he have trusted the testimony of the other disciples?

¥ How would you have responded if you were he?

¥ Why did John write his Gospel?

¥ What about this Gospel is most convincing to you that Jesus is the
Messiah and the Son of God?

. Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

The Burial (19:38-42)
¢ Two disciples
* Joseph of Arimathea
*  Nicodemus
*  Seventy-five pounds of perfume
* A nearby
*  Buried near the cross
* Inatomb belonging to Joseph
The Sad Days (Matthew 27:61-66; Luke 23:55-56)
*  The
*  Follow the men as they bury Jesus

*  Prepare spices for the body
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(Above) Inside the Garden Tomb where

Christ would have lain.

Garden Tomb Diagram

1. Entrance to outer room, hewn in rock
2. Low threshold to graves

3. Short low rock walls between rooms.
4. Finished burial place

5. Pillow cut in rock

6. Weeping chamber

7.Rough ledge

8. Unfinished burial place

9. Small window
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Anatomy of a 1st Century Tomb

. Rolling Stone
2. Entrance

3. Smaller antechamber giving access to
the graves

4. Ossuary (bone box) niches

5. Arcosolium—a ledge cut into the rock
wall on which the body was placed.
The tomb was then sealed and the
body left to decay. The bones were
then placed in an ossuary.

6. Grave shaft where another body would
be placed.
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The
The
The

The Third Day (20:1-31)

The angel’s (Matt. 28:2—-4)
The of Peter and John (vs. 3-10)
The of Mary Magdalene (vs. 11-18)
The to the disciples (vs. 19-29)

Digging Deeper

1.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:16-28, and describe what our lives would
be like if Christ had not risen from the dead.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, and list the blessed results of the
resurrection of Christ.



Read each of the following verses, and describe the appearances of

Christ after His resurrection and where each took place (if that in-

formation is given):

John 20:11-18
Matthew 28:1-10
Luke 24:13-32
Luke 24:33-34
John 20:19-25
John 20:26-31
John 21

Matthew 28:16-20
1 Corinthians 15:7a
Acts 1:3-12

Conduct a study of Psalm 22. Compare it with the crucifixion

account.

List and explain briefly the evidence supporting the fact of the

resurrection.

List, explain briefly, and then refute the arguments used in at-

tempts to explain away the resurrection.

Study and debate whether the Shroud of Turin might be part of

Christ’s burial garments. What are the arguments for/against its

authenticity?

Write a paper explaining the importance of the resurrection to

Christian doctrine.
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35
The Post-Resurrection
Fishing Trip

Peter and the other disciples were getting restless. Peter, ever impatient and
impulsive, was “itching” to do something. Just sitting around was getting

to him. He had to acz.
“I'm going fishing,” he suddenly declared.

The other six disciples who were with him (we know that Thomas,
Nathanael, James, and John were there, but the other two disciples are not

named for us) readily agreed. “We're going with you.”

On the surface, this incident seems quite normal for men who were used to
being active. Just sitting around with nothing specific or purposeful to do

soon would get to any active person. But think about it for a moment.

When Christ had first called Peter, James, and John from their fishing nets
to become fishers of men, He was asking them to give up everything to serve
Him. Yet Peter and the others turn around here and go fishing again. Did
you ever wonder where they got the boat and equipment to go fishing at
this point? Did they charter the boat from someone? Did they have to go
out and buy or borrow fishing nets? Hadn't they gotten rid of their boats
and equipment when they stopped fishing to follow Christ?

Apparently not! They held onto the equipment from their old profession
when they began to follow Christ. Did they think that His call was only
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temporary? Or did they think that perhaps following Him was too risky and
if that pursuit failed, they could always return to their former profession?

We don’t really know what went through their minds, but we do know that
they still had their equipment and returned very easily and quickly to their
old profession.

Contrast these disciples’ situation with the account of Elisha’s response
when Elijah called him in 1 Kings 19:20-21. Elisha was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen in a field when Elijah found him and “cast his mantle
upon him.” (Can you picture twelve yoke of oxen? Controlling so many
brute beasts must have been a daunting task.) But Elisha “left the oxen, and
ran after Elijah.” After speaking to the old prophet briefly, he then returned
to his oxen, “slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the
oxen.” We might say that he was “burning his bridges behind him.” He
was leaving no opportunity for himself to go back from following the call
of God upon his life. Unlike the disciples, who apparently kept all of their
fishing gear in storage “just in case,” Elisha destroyed everything that might
tempt him to go back on his calling.

Returning our attention to the disciples, however, we nowhere see mention
that Peter and the others ever prayed about what they were about to do.
They never asked God’s blessings on it. They just did it, following the

impulsiveness of Peter.

Now there was nothing wrong with fishing. It was an honorable profession,
a good job—if that’s what God had called them to do. But He had given
them a new mission. Were they now backing out on that mission to return
to their old ways? The result was failure. They fished all night without so
much as a nibble. Jesus had told them earlier, “Without Me ye can do
nothing” (John 15:5), but they had quickly forgotten. Only later, when
they obeyed the instructions of Jesus to cast their net on the other side of
the boat, did they catch any fish. Only when they followed Christ would

He give them success for their labors.

How often we are like those disciples! We have recognized and answered
God’s call upon our lives, but then some setback or disappointment causes
us to look with longing eyes for the “good old days,” and we are tempted
to return to what we were doing before He called us rather than waiting
on His instructions and seeking His will for our actions. We jump back to
our past activities and struggle to be successful in our own strength. But
God has not promised to bless what we do ourselves but only what He does

through us.



When Christ called to the fishermen from the shore,
“Children, have ye any meat?” (v. 5), He was essentially
calling them “boys,” and His question was prodding
their consciences with the fact that despite all of their
night’s efforts, they didn’t have anything edible to show
for it. When we work in our own strength, we will

return home empty-handed, with no lasting results

from our labors. Christ-directed service, however,

always brings results.

Greene concluded, “When we obey the Lord and seek His will for our lives,
we will be successful in the undertaking He assigns us to do... Wherever
He leads, if we follow His leadership and trust Him for the outcome, we

can count on blessings and outstanding results. .. Success in God’s ministry

At top is a view of the Sea of Galilee from
the harbor at Tabgha (Mensa Christi) on
the northern shore. This is the traditional
site of the events of John 21. The fish is
a Musht (tilapia), or St. Peter’s fish, which
is likely the fish caught in this story. The
153 fish the disciples caught may have
weighed as much as 300-400 pounds.
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is not determined by eloquence, education, or dynamic personality, buz by

the power of GOD in the life of the [believer].”

May each of us be willing to surrender all for the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus—and never return to the former ways, even when we're forced

to wait and wait for further instructions from the Lord.

Student Work

Read John 21:1-25.

9
¥ Why do you think Peter decided to go fishing between Jesus

»

appearances to the disciples?

¥ What do you think you would have done during this time if you

were one of the disciples?

¥ Why do you think Peter was saddened that Jesus asked him if he
loved Him three times?

¥ Why do you think Peter was interested in what would happen to
the disciple Jesus loved (John)?

# Do you think it’s fair that some believers are persecuted for their

faith while others seem to have an easy road?

*  Why or why not?

e Is fairness what we all deserve?



Notes from the Teacher’s Lesson

Meat (21:1-14)

fish (vs. 3)
fish (vs. 4-5)
Fish! (vs. 6-14)

Love (21:15-18)

The question

The answer

The Command (21:15-18)

Feed the little
Tend the little
Feed the sheep

The Future (21:18-19)

Christ tells Peter he will die as an old man

Christ commands Peter to follow

Digging Deeper

1.

Explain several reasons why Peter and six other disciples may have
gone fishing after Christ’s death and burial.

Describe the characteristics of and differences between the agape,

phileo, and eros types of love.

Make a chart contrasting the strengths and weaknesses of Peter.
Which of these qualities equipped him to become a leader in the
fledgling church?

Study carefully the words of the hymns “I Surrender All,” “Take My
Life and Let It Be,” and “Only One Life.” How do these hymns ex-
press the importance of following faithfully God’s claim upon our
lives without returning to the former things? What steps can you
take to ensure that you do not succumb to the temptation to forsake

God’s call upon your life by returning to those former things?

Read and report on Frances Ridley Havergal’s excellent little book
Kept for the Master’s Use.
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Appendix

o Last Supper
Christ and his disciples eat the passover meal
. . @) Garden of Gethsemane
Traditional o > Jesus prays three times and is arrested

Golgatha -
B 2b Garden of Gethsemane
Ten of the twelve disciples flee when Jesus is arrested

9 Caiaphas’s House

Trials before Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin

@ Antonia Fortress

First trial before Pilate

9 Herod’s Palace

- Hearing before Herod

@ Antonia Fortress

Second trial before Pilate

a Golgotha

Jesus is crucified

@Tomb

Jesus is laid to rest and resurrected on the third day.
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Journeys of Jesus
in His Early Life

1. From Bethlehem to Jerusalem and
Return: Luke 2:22-38
- Birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, and visit
of the Magi: Matthew 2:1
« Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem:
Luke 2:22-38

2. From Bethlehem to Egypt:
Matthew 2:14

3. From Egypt to Nazareth:
Matthew 2:19-23

4. From Nazareth to Jerusalem:
Luke 2:42-46

5. From Jerusalem to Nazareth:
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Luke 2:51-52 -
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Jesus'First Year W
of Ministry

1. From Nazareth to Bethabara: Matthew 3:13 >
- John baptizes Jesus: Matthew 3:13-17

2. From Bethabara to the Wilderness of Judea: 3
Matthew 4:1 75
Satan tempts Jesus: Matthew 4:1-11

|
3. From the Wilderness to Bethabara. J
Calls five disciples: John 1:38-51 v , el ==
4. From Bethabara to Cana: John 1:43 " pernaum =

- Changes water to wine: John 2:6-10

5. From Cana to Capernaum: John 2:12

6. From Capernaum to Jerusalem for the ana D
Passover: John 2:13 k arethd = C as

Cleanses the temple: John 2:14-16

- Teaches Nicodemus: John 3:1-21 (Sea OfGaMEE)
7. From Jerusalem to the Circuit of Judea:

John 3:22

8. From the Judean Circuit to Jacob's Well at
Sychar: John 4:3-5
- Jesus and the Samaritan woman:

John 4:6-26
9. From Samaria to Cana in Galilee:
John 4:43-46.

Heals the nobleman’s son: John 4:46-53 (1~]

At the time of John the Baptist's impris- («J]

onment: Matthew 4:12 (/’

10. From Cana to Nazareth: N
Luke 4:16-27 S -
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Jesus’ Second Year
of Ministry

. From Nazareth to Capernaum:
Luke 4:16, 31
At Nazareth, the attempt to destroy Jesus:
Luke 4:28-29

. The Tour of Galilee and Return to
Capernaum: Mark 2:1
+ At Capernaum, Jesus heals a paralytic:
Luke 5:18-25

. From Capernaum to Jerusalem for the Passover:
John 5:1
« At Jerusalem, Jesus heals a cripple at the
Pool of Bethesda: John 5:2-9

. From Jerusalem to Capernaum

. From Capernaum to the Mount of Beatitudes:
Mark 3:13
« Jesus commissions the Twelve: Mark 3:13-19

. The Retu m the Mount of Beatitudes
to Capernaum: Matthew 8:5

. From Capernaum, the Tour of Galilee and
Return: Luke 7:11
- At Nain, Jesus resurrects the widow's son:
Luke 7:12-15
-+ Asinful woman anoints Jesus'feet:
Luke 7:36-47

. From Capernaum, Third Tour of Galilee:
Luke 8:1

. From Capernaum to Gergesa: Luke 8:22
- On Galilee, Jesus stills the storm: Luke
8:22-25
+ At Gergesa, Jesus heals the demoniac:
Luke 8:28-35

10. From Gergesa to Capernaum: \
Matthew 9:1
« At Capernaum, Jesus resurrects Jairus' |
daughter: Matthew 9:23-26
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Jesus’ Final Year
of Ministry

1. From Nazareth Through Galilee to Capernaum:
Matthew 9:35

2. From Capernaum to the Desert Near Bethsaida:
Mark 6:32
Near Bethsaida, feeds five thousand: Mark 6:38-44

3. From the Desert Near Bethsaida to Gennesaret by Sea:
Matthew 14:22, 34
Jesus walks on the Sea: Matthew 14:25

4. From Gennesaret to Capernaum: John 6:24, 25

5. From Capernaum to Phoenicia: Mark 7:24
In Phoenicia, heals Syrophoenician’s daughter:
Mark 7:25-30

6. From Phoenicia, through Decapolis: Mark 7:31
In Decapolis, heals deaf and dumb man: Mark 7:32-37
In Decapolis, feeds four thousand: Matthew 15:32-38

7. From Decapolis, by Sea, to Dalmanutha: Mark 8:10

8. From Dalmanutha, by Sea, to Bethsaida: Mark 8:22
Near Bethsaida, heals a blind man: Mark 8:22-26

9. From Bethsaida to Caesarea Philippi: Matthew 16:13

10. From Caesarea Philippi to the Mount of
Transfiguration: Luke 9:28
On the mountain, Jesus is transfigured: Luke 9:29-31.
On the return, heals demoniac son: Mark 9:17-27

11. From the Mount of Transfiguration to Capernaum:
Matthew 17:24

12. From Capernaum through Samaria, to Bethany:
Luke 17:11
Near Samaria, heals ten lepers: Luke 17:12-16
At Bethany, Mary at Jesus'Feet: Luke 10:38-42

13. From Bethany to Jerusalem
At Jerusalem, heals the blind man: John 9:1-41

14. From Jerusalem to Bethabara, and the Tour of Perea
15. From Perea to Jerusalem: John 10:22

16. From Jerusalem to Bethabara: John 10:40
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Jesus in His
Last Months

1. From Bethabara to Bethany
« In Bethany, Resurrects Lazarus: John 11:1-46

2. From Bethany to Ephraim: John 11:54

3. From Ephraim to the Tour of Perea: Mark 10:1
+ Heals the sick woman: Luke 13:11-13
- Blesses little children: Luke 18:15-17

4. From Perea to Bethany: Matthew 20:17
+ Restores Bartimaeus'sight: Mark 10:46-52
+Anointed by Mary of Bethany: John 12:1-9

0 miles 40 rﬁiles

Elevation

1,950ft. |

Sea Level

Lake Tiberias
(Sea Of Galilee)

-985 ft. Arbela O

0 miles
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Timeline of Christ’s Life

5BC 4 3 2 1BC 1AD 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33AD
: Jesus Visits
Birth Of Jesus Escape To Egypt Herod The Jersualem
Bethlehem Nile Delta Great Dies Jerusalem
5-4 BC 4-3BC 4-3BC 8.9 AD
Jesus Is Baptized Jesis iz Chr_lst.s it Jesus'First Miracle
" By Satan Disciples
Jordan River Cana
Desert Judea
, . The People Of Jesus’ X . o .
Jesus' Cleansing . Jesus Talks To The Jesus Heals A Four Fishermen Jesus Heals Peter’s Jesus'First Preaching Matthew Follows
Jesus And Nicodemus . 5 Hometown Try To X . . " X
Of The Temple Samaritan Woman Nobleman’s Son S Follow Christ Mother-in-law Trip In Galilee Christ —
Jerusalem . Kill Him .
Jerusalem Samaria Cana Capernaum Capernaum Galilee Capernaum
Nazareth
Healing At Pool Jesus Preaches The A Sinful Woman Jesus Travels Jesus Teaches Parables Jesus Calms BJriltrJui'\ P ;:ihltgrl_li?’e TW(JET\j:SFzﬁg\(/jvse:i)ut John The Baptist Is
Of Bethesda “Sermon On The Mount” Anoints Jesus Through Galilee About The Kingdom The Storm 9 Killed By Herod — |
. " S By Jesus To Preach And Heal
Jerusalem Capernaum Capernaum Galilee Galilee Lake Tiberias Machaerus
Capernaum Capernaum
Feeding of 5,000 Feeding of 4,000 JesusTeI!s H|.s Disciples v B TreTSRETE Jesus Pays His Jesus Attends The Jesus Heals 'I"he Jesus Raises Lazarus
A . He Will Die Soon o Temple Taxes Feast Of Tabernacles Man Born Blind From The Dead
Bethsaida / Capernaum Bethsaida o, Caesarea Philippi
Caesarea Philippi Capernaum Jerusalem Jerusalem Bethany
Jesus Begins His Last Jesus Blesses The Jesus Talks To The Jesus Again Tells Of Jesus Heals Blind Jesus Talks To Jesus Visits Mary
Trip To Jerusalem Little Children Rich Young Ruler His Death And Resurrection Bartimaeus Zacchaeus And Martha
Jerusalem Across The Jordan Across The Jordan Near The Jordan Jericho Jericho Bethany
*Boxes that have a red outline are events from the book of John.
Timeline of Christ’s Last Week
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
The Triumphal Entr Jesus Curses Jesus’ Authority The Last Supper Jesus' Crucifixion The Resurrection One Week Later
JerusZIem Y The Fig Tree Questioned Jerusales\p And Death Of Jesus
Jerusalem Jerusalem Golgotha Joseph's Tomb Jesus Appears To The
Eleven Disciples
Jesus Cleanses Jesus Teaches In Jesus Comforts The Burial Of Jesus Jesus Talks To Jerusalem
The Temple The Temple The Disciples " ey Mary Magdalene -
Jerusalem Jerusalem Jerusalem osephs 1o Jerusalem Jesus Talks With
Some Of His Disciples
Jesus Appears To The Tabgha/Lake Tiberias
Jesus Anointed Gethsemane Two Going To Emmaus
Bethany Mount Of Olives Near Emmaus Jesus Ascends To His
Father In Heaven
o T Jesus Appears To The Mount Of Olives
Olivet Discourse e;:; T:iraels Ten Disciples
Mount Of Olives Jerusalem
Jerusalem

*Other prior events move forward with this interpretation.




Timeline of Christ’s Last Day

Thursday or

Wednesday or

Friday

April 15
Midnight 1 a.m.

Thursday

April 14

11 Noon 1p.m.

10

2

1

10

7

6 p.m.

Jesus Dies
Golgotha - 3:00 p.m.

Final 3 Hours On Cross
Golgotha + 12:00-3:00 p.m.

Jesus Nailed To The Cross
Golgotha « 12:00 noon

Jesus Staggers To Calvary
Golgotha - 9:00-12:00 noon

Jesus Mocked / Crown Of Thorns
Antonia Fortress - 8:30-9:00 a.m.

Trial 6: With Pilate
Antonia Fortress « 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Trial 5: Hearing Before Herod Antipas
Herod's Palace - Friday, 7:00-7:30 a.m.

Trial 4: Hearing Before Roman Governor Pilate
Antonia Fortress « 6:00-7:00 a.m.

Trial 3: With All The Jewish Elders (High Priest,
Scribes, And Sanhedrin)
Jerusalem - 5:00-6:00 a.m.

Imprisonment At Caiaphas’ House
Jerusalem - 3:00-5:00 a.m.

Trial 2: With Caiaphas And The Sanhedrin
Jerusalem / Caiaphas’House - 1:30-3:00 a.m.

Trial 1: With Annas
Jerusalem « 1:30-3:00 a.m.

Confrontation And Jesus’ Arrest
Gethsemene / Mount Of Olives  1:00-1:30 a.m.

Garden Of Gethsemene
Mount Of Olives - 11:30 p.m.—1:00 a.m.

Last Supper / Passover
Jerusalem « 6 p.m.—11:30 p.m.

Clock
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