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ABOUT THE BOOK

The American Civil Rights Movement 1945-1968 has been developed especially for senior secondary students of
Modern History in New South Wales. The book is based on the understanding that History is an interpretative
study of the past by which you also come to better appreciate the making of the modern world.

Developing understandings of the past and present in senior History extends on the skills you learnt in
earlier years. As senior students you will use historical skills, including research, evaluation, synthesis, analysis
and communication, and the historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect,
significance, empathy, perspectives and contestability, to understand and interpret societies from the past.

KEY TERMS
Afeian Ar

KEY FIGURES AND ORGANISATIONS

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT 1945-1968

o~ ES -~

BOOK INTRODUCTION KEY FIGURES AND ORGANISATIONS, KEY TERMS AND
provides a context to the CONCEPTS, AND KEY DOCUMENTS feature brief biographies,
issues that are addressed. profiles, definitions and summaries of key documents as a ready
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are listed at the start of the
chapter. These provide a focus for
you as you read each chapter.
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frequently throughout the
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your evaluation and interpretation
of evidence from the past.

The Legacy of Malcolm X

o

HISTORIAN BOXES
introduce key historians and
schools of interpretation as a
way of making historiography
clearer.

Conclusion

Chapter summary

o

CHAPTER SUMMARY

AND CHAPTER REVIEW
ACTIVITIES conclude each
chapter. They include a brief
precis of the topic, suggestions
for further reading, and a range of
learning activities that consolidate
knowledge and understanding of
the chapter’s content. These tasks
incorporate a range of historical
understandings and skills.

F

SIGNIFICANT
INDIVIDUALS are
biographical profiles and
assessments of key historical
figures and frequently include
questions and activities.

QUESTIONS AND
ACTIVITIES are included
throughout the text to
consolidate content knowledge
and hone examination skills.
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SOURCE23 Photograph by Gordon Parks of s boy taking partin
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INFORMATION BOXES
contain extended discussions
of key events, concepts and
historical developments. Many
also include questions and
activities.

a
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visually summarise complex
ideas and events and each

chapter includes LOCATION
MAPS.
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THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS

MOVEMENT 1945-1968

Civil rights are the personal rights held by citizens of a country under the law. In the United States of America,
these include the right to vote, to equality under the law and to a fair trial; and to freedom of religion and of
the press and the right to peaceful assembly. A citizen, regardless of their race, is also entitled to enjoy equal
access to education, places of recreation, transportation and housing. These rights were guaranteed under the
United States Constitution in the aftermath of the American Civil War in 1866. By 1900, these rights and
freedoms had been taken away from African Americans across much of the South, where most of them lived.
African Americans also faced discrimination in the North. This book explores the fight for civil rights for and
by African Americans in the United States. It considers the means by which citizens fought racial inequality
and injustice through acts of individual and collective courage. The role Martin Luther King Jr and other civil
rights activists played in the movement is also examined. This battle reached its climax during the 1960s when
the civil rights movement adopted the tactics of non-violent direct action and confronted white racism in the
streets of the United States. This social movement was to change the course of US history and have a global
impact on ideas about race and human rights.



KEY FIGURES AND ORGANISATIONS

STOKELY CARMICHAEL (1941-98)

Stokely Carmichael was a
Freedom Rider, organiser of
voter registration projects in
Mississippi and leader of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), which

popularised the term ‘Black Power’.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR
(1929-68)

The Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr became leader of the

Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA) during the
Montgomery Bus Boycott and he
went on to co-found the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLS). King became the most
prominent civil rights leader
committed to non-violent protest.

ROSA PARKS (1913-2005)

Rosa Parks was a National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP)
member who refused to give up
her seat to a white passenger on
a municipal bus in Montgomery,
Alabama in 1955. Rosa Parks’
arrest for breaching racial
segregation laws sparked the
Montgomery Bus Boycott.

MALCOLM X (1925-65)

Born Malcolm Little, Malcolm
adopted X as a surname when

he joined the Nation of Islam.
Malcolm X’s ideas about black pride,
Pan-Africanism and black self-
defence influenced the Black Power
movements of the late 1960s.

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY
FOR SELF-DEFENSE

The Black Panther Party was formed
in California in 1966. It was a black
socialist revolutionary party that
called for the creation of a separate
black colony for African Americans.

THE CONGRESS OF RACIAL
EQUALITY (CORE)

The interracial Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) was established
in 1942. Its members were
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi and
sought to challenge segregation
using his techniques of non-
violent resistance. CORE adopted
Black Power as its organisational
principle in 1966.

THE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX
KLAN (KKK)

This white extremist terrorist
organisation was founded in
Pulaski, Texas, in 1866. The Klan
was in decline by 1877, but was
revived during the 1920s in both
the North and South of the United
States. Its membership grew again
during the 1950s in response

to the growth of the civil rights
movement. The KKK committed
arson, murder and acts of terror
against civil rights supporters.

Clockwise from top left: Getty Images/Bettmann ; Getty Images/Consolidated News Pictures ; Alamy Stock Photo/Photo12 ; Alamy/Pictorial Press Ltd. ; Getty Images/Dave G. Houser
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF

COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP)

The NAACP was established

in 1909 by white liberals and
African American activists and
was the first significant civil rights
organisation of the 20th century.
The NAACP used the legal system
to try to secure federal anti-
lynching legislation and challenge
state laws enforcing racial
segregation.

THE REGIONAL COUNCIL OF
NEGRO LEADERSHIP (RCNL)

TRM Howard, a wealthy black
surgeon and businessman,
established the RCNL in 1951.
Its aim was to promote black self-

help, civil rights and voting rights.

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN .
(SCLC)

White supremacist groups

Established in 1957 in the
aftermath of the Montgomery

formed after the Brown v. Board
of Education of Topeka, Kansas
(1954) decision, which fought to
maintain segregation.

Bus Boycott, this organisation
harnessed the influence of the
black churches to encourage African
Americans to join the civil rights
struggle under the leadership of
Martin Luther King Jr.

THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT
COORDINATING COMMITTEE

(SNCQ)

Established in 1961 in the
aftermath of the sit-in movement,
this interracial civil rights
organisation was made up of
students committed to using
non-violence to bring about
desegregation in the South.

Clockwise from top left: Getty Images/Bettmann
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KEY TERMS

African Americans

The term used to describe Americans
who are descended from slaves from
sub-Saharan Africa. The term ‘African
American’ or ‘afro American’ is a
reference to a shared cultural and
geographical history, rather than to
racial background. It was adopted in
the late 1980s. The term ‘negro’ was
used in the 19th century; ‘coloured’
was used in the early 20th century.
‘Negro’ with a capital letter was

the preferred word usage among
African Americans from the early
20th century. From the 1970s,
‘black’ became a popular term among
the African American community.
‘Black American’ is sometimes

used interchangeably with African
American.

Black Power

A slogan used to convey ideas

about black pride, black political
independence and African heritage.
Black Power rejected the civil rights
goals of non-violence and integration
in favour of self-determination and
self-defence.

Civil rights

The personal rights of a citizen,
upheld by law. Civil rights include
economic, political and social rights
that promote equality, such as the
right to vote.

Desegregation

The elimination of laws that
separate the races in schools,
work, public accommodation and
neighbourhoods.

Disenfranchisement
The various means used to prevent
people from voting.

Jim Crow laws

State-based laws segregating white
American and African American
citizens. The laws extended to
transport, housing, work, sexual
relations, accommodation and
education.

Non-violent direct action

A method of protest in which you
confront, challenge or disrupt
something you regard as morally
wrong without using violence.

4 THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968

The Reconstruction Era

The period following the American
Civil War (1861-1865) when the
defeated rebel southern states were
controlled by the federal government
and policies were introduced to
restructure the former slave states.
The Reconstruction Era began in
1866 and ended in 1877.

The South

Today, the South consists of 16 states:
Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
West Virginia, Delaware, Alabama,
Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and
Texas. Historically, the term ‘the South’
was used to describe the 11 slave-
holding states that seceded from the
Union and formed the Confederate
States of America. The South is seen as
having a distinct culture.

White supremacy

The belief or theory that white people
are superior to other races and have
the right to dominate other races.
Supporters of this belief are called
white supremacists.

9780170410144
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Amendments to the United States
Constitution
The 13th amendment to the United
States Constitution, 6 December
1865: an amendment to the
Constitution that outlawed slavery
in all states and territories.
‘Neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude, except
as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United
States, or any place subject to
their jurisdiction.
The 14th amendment to the United
States Constitution, 9 July 1868:
this granted citizenship to all
persons born or naturalised in the
United States, and forbade states
from denying citizens equality under
the law.
The 15th amendment to the
United States Constitution, 3
February 1870: this guaranteed the
right of all citizens to vote.

Boynton v. Virginia (1960)
Alegal ruling ending segregation in
interstate travel.

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

A crucial Supreme Court decision
invalidating ‘separate but equal’
public schools.

Civil Rights Act 1964

Legislation that prohibited
discrimination in accommodation,
in hiring and in firing. It allowed
government agencies to withhold
funding from any programs
permitting discrimination.

Civil Rights Act 1968

Legislation that prohibited
discrimination in the sale, financing
or rental of housing and provided
criminal penalties for intervening
with an individual’s civil rights, and
inciting or participating in a riot.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

The Supreme Court ruling that
permitted racial segregation.

Southern Manifesto

A statement in opposition to the
Brown decision signed by almost all
southern congressmen.

‘l Have a Dream’ speech
Martin Luther King Jr’s speech
at the March on Washington,
28 August 1963.

Voting Rights Act 1965

This federal law banned literacy tests
and intimidation at the polls and
sent federal officials to locations
where voting registers fell below

50 per cent of those eligible to vote.

INTRODUCTION 5



In this chapter, students will examine the
background and origins of the civil rights
movements in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

Aspects to be covered include:

e the American civil war, segregation and
discrimination

e reactions against early attempts to
improve civil rights

the role of the Second World War in
the development of the rights of black
Americans.

Civil rights activist WEB DuBois in the
office of the NAACP’s magazine, Crisis

Getty Images/George Rinhart
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Introduction

Most African Americans are descended from Africans brought to the Americas as slaves. Slaves were
the human property of their owners and could be bought, sold and used as unpaid labour. Slaves
had no civil rights under the law. Even after slavery was abolished in 1865 and the Constitution
guaranteed their civil rights, African Americans continued to endure racial discrimination. Terror
was used as a means of implementing white racism. In the South, laws were passed that prevented
African Americans from participating in the political and legal processes, and from living as equals
with whites. In the North, racial discrimination was less overt, but it still existed in the form of
regulations and customs. During the Second World War individuals and organisations challenged
racial discrimination and segregation. This shaped the evolution of the civil rights movement in
post-war America. The war had a profound influence on attitudes towards race globally, and challenged
the legitimacy of white supremacist values.

This chapter describes the changing legal, economic and social position of African Americans from
the 19th century to the mid-20th century. It explores how racial discrimination was entrenched in US
society. It also examines the individuals and organisations that worked to improve and protect the rights
of African Americans to restore their civil rights in the lead-up to and during the Second World War.

segregation

To segregate means
to set things apart.
Segregation in the
South referred

to the enforced
separation of blacks
and whites in public
places, employment,

government
The terms ‘the South’ and ‘the North’ are used in this book to refer to areas of the United States. The 1t“5tlmuotns and
) o ] ] ransport.
United States Census Bureau defines the South as consisting of 16 states: Florida, Georgia, Maryland,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi,
Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas (see Source 1.1). Historians also use the term
‘the South’ to describe the 11 states that seceded from the Union (‘the North’) during the Civil War,
all of which were slave states (see Source 1.6). The South has a distinct culture.
When referring to the North this book refers to the states in the north-east of the United States,
which fought against the South in the American Civil War.
CANADA New Hampshire
Washington
Vermont
Montana North Dakota " Massachusetts Maine
Innesota
Oregon
Wisconsin
Idaho South Dakota
Wyomin Michigan New York \
yoming Rhode Island
Nevads Nebraska Iowa . Pennsylvania Connecticut
Ohio \ New Jerse:
Utah Illinois \ 4
Calmils Indiana Delaware
Celermta Kansas Missouri Virginia Maryland
T 37 Washington, DC
. Oklah Tennessee 7 Sl West Virginia
Arizona . ahoma - Arkansas South
New Mexico Cordlie
Alabama Georgia
TR Mississippi
Louisiana

MEXICO

Alaska

Florida

Hawaii

0300 0 100 0 150 300 450 $
Kilometres Kilometres Kilometres

SOURCE 1.1 A map of the United States of America today
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The origins of the civil rights movement (1865-1945)



Constitution of the
United States

The United
States Bill of
Rights, 1789

The origins of civil rights in the
United States

The origins of the African American struggle for civil rights lie at the start of the history of the
United States of America. In 1775, 13 British colonies in North America rebelled and established a
new nation. The process of declaring their independence from Britain involved a declaration of their
independence and a war. The second sentence of the declaration stated:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights endows them, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.

As the colonies established their independence, two interrelated documents were developed. The
first, the Constitution of the United States of America, defined the system and structures by which
the new nation would be governed. This was adopted in 1787 and came into effect in 1789. Shortly
after the Constitution came into effect, 10 amendments — updates — were made to it. These additions
are known as the Bill of Rights. They added to the Constitution a number of rights’ — moral and legal -
that all citizens are entitled to. They included the rights to bear arms, to freedom of speech, to free
assembly and to a free press, and access to the law and privacy.

Amendment |

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment |l

A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment Ill

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner,
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment |V

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be
subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just
compensation.

n THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by

an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of
trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any
Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

Amendment I1X

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people.

The Bill of Rights

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

ACTIVITIES

1 Insmall groups or as a class, read the 10 amendments that make up the Bill of Rights and define words
that are confusing or unfamiliar. Make sure that you understand the main idea of each amendment.
2 Summarise the main point of each of the 10 amendments using modern English.

3 Using evidence from the amendments outlined here, explain the intention of the Bill of Rights.

In these key documents of US history lie the origins of the African American campaign for civil
rights. Many individuals and organisations have fought for more than 200 years against racism and
brutality to ensure that all citizens have equal access to the rights and entitlements embodied in the
laws of the United States. Many of the struggles discussed in this book took place in the 20th century,
particularly the period from the 1950s to the early 1970s. But to understand the nature and reasons
for the more recent struggles, it is important to understand earlier developments, such as slavery and
emancipation, the Jim Crow laws, segregation, and the impact of the Second World War on black lives.

The US system of government

The US Constitution provides the powers and structures for the US system of government. It also
describes the functions of each of the three branches of government and determines the separation of
the power between them. Each branch has its own powers and responsibilities, including working with
each other. There are checks and balances built into the system.

The fight for civil rights was in part about making and changing laws and regulations that governed
the lives of African Americans, so it is important to know how laws are made — and unmade - in the
United States.

CHAPTER 1
The origins of the civil rights movement (1865-1945)



THE US SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

Federal

|:| Legislative branch ~ —) elects

. Executive branch - appoints or controls
—) veto power/can repeal

[] Judicial branch —) approves

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

There are three levels of federal government in the United States of America:

The Executive

The Executive is made up of the President, Vice President (both elected for four-year terms) and the
Cabinet (appointed). Congress must approve these cabinet appointments.

=
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The Executive is responsible for implementing and enforcing laws made by Congress.
The President is the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces.

The President can appoint judges and ambassadors and other political positions.

The Executive can negotiate treaties and trade deals with other countries.

The President can sign legislation into law or veto laws made by Congress.

SOURCE 1.2 The White House, the residence of the
President of the United States of America

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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The Legislature
The Legislature, known as the Congress, is made up
of two houses.

e The House of Representatives — each elected
representative represents a district.

Shutterstock.com/Orthan Cam

e The Senate — two senators are elected from
each state.

e The House holds elections every two years.

e Senators are elected for six-year terms.

e The Legislature makes laws, declares war,

regulates interstate commerce, and controls  gppcr 13 The Congress building of the United States
taxes and spending policies. of America is the site of the Legislature

e The Congress confirms the presidency and
can remove the president in exceptional
circumstances.

The Judiciary

The US Supreme Court is the final judge in all

Shutterstock.com/Sean Pavone

cases involving laws, the Congress and the
Constitution.

e The President nominates judges to the
Supreme Court and the Senate must approve
those nominations.

e The boundaries of all lawmaking in America

are determined by the Constitution, which is SOURCE 14 The Supreme Court of the United States of
interpreted by the Supreme Court. America

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The structure of US state governments is similar to the US federal government and has the same three

branches of government.

e Each state has its own constitution.

e Each state elects its own executive — known as the Governor.

e Each state, except Nebraska, has its own legislature with two houses.

e Each state has a judiciary; the state supreme courts rule on judgements made in lower courts and hold
no trials.

Under the 10th amendment to the Constitution all powers not granted to the federal government
are given to the states and the people. States have responsibility for health, education, law enforcement,
crime and punishment, trade within the state, ratifying amendments, marriage and family law, public
health and safety.

Rulings made by the state supreme courts are usually binding, however if they are seen to be
inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States of America appeals may be made directly to the
United States Supreme Court.

Local government

There are also five levels of local government:
e County

e Town and township

e Municipal

e School district

e Special district
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i - @ Briefly outline the main features of the following:
a The United States Constitution

b The Bill of Rights

@ What responsibilities do the following elements of the US federal government have?
a The Executive
b The Legislature
¢ The Judiciary

© Explain why the creators of the US Constitution wanted to separate these powers in their new republic.

@ \What rights do states have in the American system of government?

Slavery

Slavery has existed for thousands of years in many societies across the globe. Europeans began
purchasing slaves from West African slave traders in the 15th century to put to work in the sugar
plantations of the Caribbean. Slave labour was also used in tobacco, cotton and spice plantations in
the British colonies of the United States from the 1700s. These American colonies fought to achieve
their independence from Britain in the War of American Independence (1775-83). After the War of
Independence the Constitution was adopted; this defined the system and structures by which the
new nation would be governed. The importation of slaves into the United States was declared illegal
in 1808 under the Constitution.

Black history 1775-1909

”75 @ Thirteen colonies proclaimed their independence from Britain to form the United
States of America
177583

1808
1854
1860
1861

1867165
1863
1865
1866
1871
L
1896
1909

The War of American Independence
Importation of slaves into the United States was forbidden under the Constitution
The Republican Party was established

Republican Abraham Lincoln, an opponent of slavery, won the Presidency

South Carolina seceded from the United States and, along with 10 other
southern states, formed the Confederacy

The American Civil War

The Ku Klux Klan was established

Black Codes were introduced

Radical Reconstruction began

Radical Reconstruction ended. Troops were withdrawn from the South

Ida B Wells published her pamphlet ‘Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in all its Phases

The Plessy v. Ferguson case legitimised segregation

)
°
°
®
=)
L]
®
®

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was
established
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Slavery was in decline and unprofitable in the United States by 1808. However, it revived with the
invention of the cotton gin. This machine separated the cottonseed from the fibre and made cotton
a more profitable crop. The cotton industry grew in the South and slavery provided the large labour
force needed to tend the crops. Soon cotton became a major export crop for the United States. Slaves
also worked on tobacco, hemp and rice farms; in agriculture and trades; and in domestic service.

Between 1777 and 1808 northern states abandoned slavery and introduced legislation to gradually
emancipate their slave population. There were both moral and practical reasons why this occurred in
the North: some northerners were opposed to slavery on moral or religious grounds, there was also
little incentive to continue a system that was considered unprofitable — the northern economy was
becoming more industrialised and did not need slave labour, and slaves in the North were freed or
sent to the South to be sold.

After 1808, slave owners in the South had to rely on the natural increase in the slave population.
By this time, the southern economy was dependent on slave labour and slaves became increasingly
valuable commodities. By 1865 the population of the United States included 34 million whites and
5 million blacks. Nine-tenths of the black population lived in the South. One-quarter of a million

blacks in the South were free.

Getty Images/Library of Congress

SOURCE 1.5 An engraving published on 27 September, 1856 in the lllustrated London News depicts a slave auction
held in Richmond, Virginia. At auctions potential buyers could feel the slaves, check their teeth and their strength,
and strip them to find any sign of disease or scarring. The stronger, younger and more skilled the slaves, the more
they would cost. US historian Steven Deyle notes a child slave during the 1850s could cost $100 to $150; a healthy
young woman, $500; and healthy young men could cost up to $1500. Slaves were sold as lots or as individuals, and
families were often split up.

Human property

Slaves were human property. They could be bought and sold. They had no political or civil rights and
were not considered citizens. Because of this they were not entitled to the rights the US ‘founding
fathers’ saw as the ‘unalienable Rights’ of ‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’. The children of
slaves became the property of their owners when they were born. Slaves were banned from learning
to read or write in some states and were forbidden to leave plantations without their masters’
permission. Owners could punish slaves as they wanted and could not be charged with their murder.
Slave marriages were not legally recognised. Families could be separated and slaves could be bought

and sold at will and could only be freed by their masters.
abolitionism

The movement to
and that all slaves should be freed. Anti-slavery groups lobbied politicians, held demonstrations and  abolish slavery

During the early 19th century, abolitionism grew. Abolitionists believed slavery was a moral sin
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helped escaped slaves from the South reach the freedom of British Canada on the Underground
Railroad.

The memoirs of former slaves such as Frederick Douglass, who had escaped from slavery, presented
avivid picture of the cruelties endured by slaves on plantations and challenged the view that southern
plantation owners were benevolent masters who treated their slaves kindly.

@ \What is a slave and how have they been used throughout history?
©® Why was slavery ‘revived’ in the United States in the early 19th century?

© What were the main differences in the way many northern and southern states approached slavery
during this period?

@ Describe the common experiences of slaves in the United States.

A house divided

During the 1850s there were increasing tensions between the South and the North. Their economies
had developed differently. The North was increasingly industrialised and dependent upon a free
labour market. Workers in the factories of the North, many of whom were immigrants, were paid a
wage and could sell their labour. The South was an agricultural society dependent on slaves as a labour
force. However, there was growing opposition to slavery in the northern states.

While there was an equal number of slave and free states, a balance of power existed in the Senate.
When new territories in the West applied to join the Union, this balance was lost. The federal government
tried to restrict the expansion of slavery into the new states. The South was looking to expand its economy
and establish plantations in these new states and saw these restrictions as a threat to its way of life.

Democrats and Republicans

The two major political parties in the United States before the American Civil War were the Democratic
Party and the Republican Party.

* The Democratic Party was established in 1792 and is one of the oldest political parties in the world.
e The Democratic Party was at first conservative and opposed the abolishment of slavery.

e The Democrats believed in small government; that is, that the federal government and the Judiciary
should not have too much power and that most of the power should belong to the states.

* In 1854 the Republican Party was formed after the Democratic Party split into two over the issue
of slavery.

* The Southern Democrats wanted to keep slavery and extend it into new territories.
e The Democratic Party identified itself as the ‘white man’s party’.

e In 1836 the donkey was adopted as the Democrats’ symbol.
The Republican Party was established in 1854. Abraham Lincoln was its first president.

* The name ‘republic’ signified the party's support for national rights over the rights of the states and
sectional interests.

e The Republican Party founders were opposed to slavery.
* Abolitionists supported the Republican Party.

* The Republicans were divided into two factions: the Radical Republicans, who wanted to end slavery
immediately; and the Republicans, who wanted to stop the spread of slavery into the new territories.

® In 1874 the Republican Party adopted the elephant as its symbol.
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The slave states saw the election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860 as a threat to the
system of slavery upon which their economy was based. Before Lincoln was inaugurated, in January
1861, seven states seceded from the United States. These were South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida,
Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and Texas. The Confederate States of America was formed in 1861, led
by Democrat Jefferson Davis. The Confederacy wanted to maintain a slave society and ensure that
new territories could also use slaves as a means of labour.

The American Civil War began on 12 April 1861 when the Confederate Army fired on Fort Sumter
in South Carolina. The US Government had raised an army, called the Union Army, to prevent the
southern states from seceding and to restore the Union. Four other slave states — Virginia, Arkansas,
Tennessee and North Carolina — joined the Confederacy and the American Civil War commenced.

Born in 1809 to humble parents in rural Kentucky,
Abraham Lincoln began his career splitting rails,
working on a farm and running a store, before
joining the army. With only one year of formal

education, he was largely self-educated. He
studied law and became a lawyer before being
elected to the Illinois state legislature.

The Illinois Republican Party nominated Lincoln

9780170410144

accepted. He made a speech to

the convention entitled, ‘A house
divided cannot stand’. He went on
to say, ‘I believe this government
cannot stand half slave and half
free’. Lincoln was elected President
of the United States of America on

6 November 1860, receiving 40 per cent

for Senator in Springfield on 17 June 1858 and he of the vote.
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SOURCE 1.6 The United States of America and the Confederate States of America
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Emancipation proclamation

At the beginning of the war, the Republican Party had no intention of passing legislation to free slaves
in the Confederate states. President Lincoln believed slaves should be freed gradually. This attitude
changed as the war dragged on. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on 1 January 1863,
freeing the slaves in captured territories. The proclamation changed the character of the war, making
it a fight for freedom. The federal army then accepted black soldiers in its ranks. By the end of the war,
more than 200000 black soldiers and sailors had fought for the Union and freedom.

The American Civil War ended in April 1865 with the surrender of the Confederate Army. It is
generally accepted that around 620 000 military personnel died in the war. Some historians argue that
the number of casualties was substantially higher, with recent estimates of 750 000 being proposed.
Nonetheless, the casualty rate far exceeds losses in any other conflict engaged in by the United States.
President Lincoln was assassinated on 14 April 1865, four days after the surrender of the Confederate
Army of Northern Virginia.

The following extract is from Booker T Washington’s autobiography, Up from Slavery: An
Autobiography. As the son of a slave woman, he describes his experience of hearing of the Emancipation
Proclamation as a child and being freed by the Union Army. Washington became a prominent
spokesperson for the black community between 1890 and 1915. His autobiography, published in
1901, was a bestseller.

After the reading we were told that we were all free, and could go when and where we pleased.
My mother, who was standing by my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran
down her cheeks. She explained to us what it all meant, that this was the day for which she had been
so long praying, but fearing that she would never live to see.

BT Washington, Up from Slavery: An Autobiography, 1901

SOURCE 1.7 A Ride for Liberty - The Fugitive Slaves (c. 1862), by Eastman Johnson (1824-1906). This painting is

based on a real event that the artist Eastman Johnson witnessed on the battlefield at Mannassas, Virginia, during a
three-day battle between the Union and Confederate armies. A fugitive African American slave family makes a dash
for the Union Army lines in the early dawn. The painting was unusual for that time because it depicted only black
people. The subject of this painting was controversial and it was never displayed publicly during the artist’s lifetime.
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Slavery abolished

Following the surrender of the Confederate Army in April 1865 the remaining slaves in the United
States were freed. Georgia was the last state to ratify the 13th amendment to the Constitution of the
United States of America — abolishing slavery — in December 1865. Slaves became freedmen.

From slavery to citizenship

A constitution is a document that lays down the system of laws and principles by which a nation is
governed. The Constitution of the United States of America was adopted in 1789. The Supreme Court
of the United States interprets the Constitution and determines whether laws passed by state or federal
legislatures are constitutional. Changes to the Constitution are called amendments; they can only be
ratified if approved by all states and at least three-quarters of Congress.

The 13th amendment to the United States Constitution outlawed slavery. It was ratified on
6 December 1865. It reads:

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

Two other amendments were made to the Constitution to formalise black citizenship.
The 14th amendment, ratified on 9 July 1868, granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalised in
the United States, and forbade states from denying citizens equality under the law.
The 15th amendment, ratified on 3 February 1870, guaranteed voting rights to all citizens. Citizens
could not be denied the right to vote because of race, colour or ‘any former condition of servitude'.
The right to vote extended only to men. It wasn’t until 1920, with the ratification of the 19th
amendment, that women could vote in federal elections in the United States. Py

@ Cxplain why tensions between the northern and southern states of America grew in the 19th century.

@ Draw up a table with two columns. In the left, record the key features of the Democrat Party and in the
right, record the key features of the Republican Party. Include their origins, values, and other information
that helps describe them.

©® Who was Abraham Lincoln and why did his election to the Presidency in 1860 cause so much concern
among southern states?

@ For the Confederacy:
a List all of the states who joined this movement in the 1860s
b Explain what they wanted and why they felt the need to go to war with the Union.

@ How did Lincoln's attitude to slavery change during the Civil War (1861-65)?

@ Use the extract from Booker T Washington's autobiography and the other information provided to explain
what the Emancipation Proclamation was and how it affected slaves in the United States.

@ How did each of the following improve the legal standing of African Americans:
a 13th Amendment
b 14th Amendment
¢ 15th Amendment
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Nast, T. (1874) The Union as it was The lost cause, worse than slavery / Th. Nast., 1874.
[Photograph] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2001696840

Reconstruction

enfranchise

To give rights

of citizenship,
especially the right
to vote

SOURCE 1.8 This cartoon titled ‘The Union as it was: The lost
cause, worse than slavery’ by Thomas Nast was published
in 1874. It shows how white supremacist organisations
used terror to ensure former slaves remained politically
and economically weak during reconstruction.

white supremacist
A person who
believes white
people are superior
to other ethnicities,
especially the black
races, and should
have control over
other races

Reconstruction

When the American Civil War ended, the North was triumphant and the South lay in ruins. Former
Confederate states immediately passed laws, called the Black Codes, placing freedmen under white
control. They designated where blacks could live, work and meet, and forbade them to vote or testify
in court against whites. As a result of the Black Codes, violent race riots and attacks on former Union
soldiers, the Republicans passed the Reconstruction Act 1867 in federal government, placing the former
Confederacy under military control.

The Republican program of reconstruction in the South was called Radical Reconstruction. The
Black Codes were struck down and new voting lists were made that enfranchised blacks. Blacks could
now vote and serve as judges, congressmen, senators and sheriffs. The Freedman’s Bureau was set up
to help slaves adjust to freedom by providing medical care and education, and by negotiating labour
contracts for them as free workers. Black schools and churches were established. Reconstruction
brought education and opportunities for the new US citizens; however, most slaves were illiterate, had
no capital to invest in land and were eventually forced to become
sharecroppers. They leased land from white landowners — paying
high rents — and raised crops such as cotton, half of which was paid
as rent to the landowner for food and shelter. In 1870 the federal
government withdrew financial support for schools.

The South fights back

The South continued to be bitterly opposed to laws that gave
African Americans freedom and former slaves equal voting rights.
A movement within the Republican Party began in Texas during
reconstruction to drive African Americans from positions of power
within the party. This was known as the Lily-White Movement.
Angry white southerners also set up secret terrorist
organisations such as the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) and the Knights
of the White Camellia. Their purpose was to intimidate African
Americans into not voting and to punish Republican leaders
who supported black enfranchisement. Northern troops tried to
quell these organisations but they went underground or became
‘social groups’.
Historian Adam Fairclough described Radical Reconstruction
as ‘a bold experiment in democracy’. Ultimately, it failed to achieve
racial equality in the South. A combination of southern white resistance, lack of investment
in black schools and education and the economic disadvantages under which the freed
T laves suffered all contributed to its failure. Sympathy and support for the South waned in
the Republican Party and northern voters lost interest in the South. Confident they could hold power
without southern votes, the Republicans withdrew from the South. Reconstruction officially ended in
1877. White supremacists gained the upper hand in the South and African American rights were eroded.

| @ Describe the aims and process of reconstruction’ following the Civil War.
@ Evaluate Source 1.8 as evidence of discriminatory attitudes in the United States after the Civil War.

©® Use information you have gathered so far and Source 1.8 to construct a paragraph explaining why
Radical Reconstruction failed to achieve racial equality in the southern states in this period.
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Jim Crow

Jumping Jim Crow’ was a minstrel song
sung by white comedians dressed up as
blacks. Jim Crow’ became a derogatory
term for a black man. African Americans
were regarded by many white Americans
as being racially inferior, unintelligent,
savage and childlike. Black men were
routinely called ‘boy’ or ‘George, ILI:INOIS
regardless of their age or name in the R
southern states. Whites generally did not

use courtesy titles, such as Miss, Mrs or

TENNESSEE
Colombiao

Mr, when talking to African Americans.
Jim Crow’ is the name given to the
laws existing between 1896 and 1965

restricting the freedom of African

GEORGIA
© Americus
Americans, denying them the benefits of
citizenship and segregating Americans
on the basis of race. Across the southern
states there were separate schools,
universities, railway cars, hotels, libraries

M‘TEK

and water fountains for black and white
Americans. Whites and blacks could

Kilometres
S

not sit together on buses, eat together SOURCE 1.9 Map of locations mentioned in this chapter

at lunch counters or shop in the same

shops. There were laws making sexual relationships and marriage between blacks and whites illegal.
This ‘crime’ was called miscegenation.

In South Dakota the law stated that anyone who knowingly married in violation of the law would
be convicted and fined not less than $100 and not more than $1000, and be imprisoned in a state
prison for a period of time not less than one year and not longer than 10 years. In Louisiana circuses
had to have separate white and black entrances, and in Atlanta whites and coloured people could not
visit the zoo at the same time. In South Carolina cotton factories, blacks and whites could not work in
the same room or use the same stairs, buckets or glasses. This separation of races was made clear
by the use of signs designating which facilities were for ‘whites” and which were for ‘coloreds’. State
and local governments invested far less public money in black schools, hospitals and other public
services. There was one hospital bed for every 139 white Americans compared to one bed for every
1941 black Americans during the 1920s. The facilities available for blacks were inferior to those for
whites, emphasising the lowly position of blacks in society.

Plessy v. Ferguson

In 1896 the Louisiana State Separate Car Act 1890, a law that required black and white passengers to sit
in separate railway carriages, was challenged in the Supreme Court of the United States. Homer Plessy,
a 30-year-old Creole, sat in a white carriage and, after identifying himself as African American, was
arrested. He faced a $25 fine or 20 days in gaol. His lawyers challenged the charges against him in the
Supreme Court, arguing that the Separate Car Act violated the 14th Amendment of the Constitution.

Jim Crow

Mixed-race African
American of French
heritage
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Plessy v. Ferguson

The Supreme Court ruled that ‘enforced separation’ did not discriminate against African Americans.
The judgement argued that the 14th Amendment did not require the two races to intermingle and
that ‘if one race is socially inferior’ it was not the place of the Constitution to make them equal. The
historian Adam Fairclough wrote that the decision ‘reeked of racism’ and reflected accepted ideas
about race and science that came to prominence in the late 19th century. This ruling made it legal
under the Constitution to separate blacks and whites by providing separate facilities. It legitimised
Jim Crow laws.

Scientific racism

During the 19th century white scientists and anthropologists drew upon Darwinian theories and argued
that intelligence was determined by race. They argued that the most superior races physically and
mentally were the Nordic races, and that there was a progression downwards from there, with Western
Europeans, Eastern Europeans, Asians, Jews and finally ‘Negroes’ (or blacks) at the bottom of the
intelligence scale. These views were widely accepted as scientific fact in the United States, Europe and
Australia, and were used to justify colonising Africa and Asia, restricting non-white immigration and — in
the South — segregation. The intermingling of the races was seen as dangerous because the black race
could pollute and weaken the white race.

The vote

By 1910 laws had been passed across the South disenfranchising African American voters. The laws
didn’t state that African Americans couldn’t vote — that would have breached the 15th amendment.
Instead, state legislators introduced qualifications for voting. Examples of these qualifications included
having to own a certain amount of property, passing a literacy test, paying a tax or passing a test to see
how well they understood the Constitution. Whites did not have to fulfil the same requirements to
vote. Blacks who persisted in trying to vote were often confronted by intimidation and violence from
white supremacist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan.

The number of African Americans who could vote in the South therefore fell dramatically. In
Mississippi only 9000 of the eligible 147000 African Americans were registered to vote after 1890.
The number of African Americans registered to vote in Louisiana had plunged from 130000 to 1342
by 1904. African Americans lost political power and segregation became rigid, entrenched and more
extensive. Despite this atmosphere of fear and repression, voices were raised to protest against the
treatment of African Americans.
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IDA B WELLS (1862-1931)

Ida B Wells was born a slave during the American
Civil War. After emancipation, Wells was educated
and became a teacher. Her parents and young
brother died suddenly of yellow fever and Wells,
then aged 16 years, took on responsibility for

her five younger siblings. She was strong willed,
with a passionate sense of justice and was twice
physically removed from a first-class rail carriage
for whites only.

Wells became a journalist and part-owner of
the Mempbhis Free Speech in 1889. She was a harsh
critic of both white racism and many black
leaders, arguing they were weak and disorganised.
She was also an advocate for women'’s suffrage.

Lynching in Memphis

Lynching is when a person is executed, usually
by hanging, for an alleged offence without a
trial. Following the failure of reconstruction, the
number of black men (and some women) killed
by white mobs increased significantly in the
South. Lynchings were often approved of by the
white community and sometimes took place in
broad daylight with the tacit approval of law-
enforcement authorities. The people who carried
out lynching did so in the knowledge that they
could torture and kill African Americans with little
fear of punishment.

White southerners frequently defended
lynching by claiming they were protecting the
reputation or ‘purity’ of white women by punishing
black men for their assault or rape. Women, it was
argued, could not be expected to stand up in court
and testify to their shame of being touched by a
black man.

Ida Wells published an outraged editorial in
her newspaper in 1892 denouncing the lynching

of three black businessmen who
owned a successful grocery

store. She argued the men were
killed not because they assaulted
white women, but because they
threatened white economic power
and dared to better themselves. This,
she argued, was a common pattern in
the South. These views were published in
her 1892 pamphlet, ‘Southern Horrors: Lynch Law
in all its Phases’.

Wells was forced to leave the South and her
newspaper was closed down. She moved to the
North where she used her skills as an investigative
journalist to research cases of lynching and
concluded the true reason for this act was to
eliminate black men who acquired wealth and
property and threatened white supremacy. Wells
helped set up the Black Women’s Club Movement
in 1896. These were middle-class, educated black
women who came together to set up orphanages,
hospitals, hostels, kindergartens and playgrounds
in black communities.

Wells gave lectures in northern cities before
taking her anti-lynching campaign to Britain. She
became the first African American woman to be
paid to write for white newspapers. Her exposés
spurred organisations such as the Anti-Lynching
Committee to lobby the US Government to pass
legislation outlawing lynching. Her activities
profoundly embarrassed the US Government.

In 1913 she turned her energies to winning the
vote for women and African Americans, marching
publicly with the white National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). Ida Wells
is regarded as one of the most significant figures in
the post-reconstruction South.

@ !dentify some of the general attitudes towards African Americans that were still prevalent in parts of the |

United States after the Civil War.

@ Using specific examples, explain how the ‘Jim Crow’ laws affected the lives of African Americans.

© What is 'scientific racism’ and how did this seem to influence the decision of the Plessy v. Ferguson case

in 18967

@ How were blacks prevented and discouraged from voting in the South at this time?

© !da Wells could be considered an early activist for African American civil rights. Provide a brief outline of
her life and assess her attempt to bring about change in the United States in regards to the treatment

of African Americans.
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NAACP

The rise of the NAACP

In Springfield, Mllinois, in 1908, two black men were lynched and six were shot dead during a race
riot. In the rampage, a white mob burnt the homes and businesses of the black community across
Springfield, injuring thousands and causing hundreds of families to flee. William English Walling,
who was descended from Kentucky slave owners, visited Springfield soon after and, shocked by the
lack of remorse shown by whites, decided to act. He feared American democracy was at stake.

A year after the Springfield riots, Walling helped found the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in New York City. An organisation made up of black and
white members, it promoted racial equality and the elimination of racial hatred and was to become
one of the most significant reform organisations in US history.

Ida Wells was a founding member. So was African American academic and teacher William Du
Bois. He was the organisation’s publicist and editor of the magazine The Crisis. Du Bois is regarded
as one of the pivotal figures of black history. He was born in the North and his family had been free
for 100 years. He was the first African American to be awarded a PhD at Harvard University and
had studied in Berlin. The NAACP and Du Bois argued that African Americans should demand full
citizenship rights and fight against injustice.

In the first half of the 20th century, the NAACP fought discrimination in the courts, winning
minor victories. The Crisis published the names of the victims of lynching and publicised incidents of
racial discrimination.

The Crisis

William Du Bois edited The Crisis, the magazine of the NAACP. In his first editorial, he described the

aims of the publication.
EDITORIAL

THE object of this publication is to set forth those facts and arguments which show the danger
of race prejudice, particularly as manifested to-day toward colored people. It takes its name
from the fact that the editors believe that this is a critical time in the history of the advancement
of men.
Catholicity and tolerance, reason and forbearance can to-day make the world-old dream
of human brotherhood approach realization; while bigotry and prejudice, emphasized race
consciousness and force can repeat the awful history of the contact of nations and groups in the
past. We strive for this higher and broader vision of Peace and Good Will.
W Du Bois (ed.), The Crisis: A Record of the Darker Races, New York: National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, vol. 1, no. 1, 1910-11, p. 10.

One feature of The Crisis was the publication of articles and letters from newspapers relating to race and
racial attitudes. The following extract, reprinted from the Baltimore Sun, entitled ‘White supremacy and
white manhood’, shows an example of this.

On behalf of our glorious sons and sires, on behalf of our virtuous wives and daughters, on behalf
of that dominant and peerless race nurtured and reared upon the sacred soil of ‘Maryland, my
Maryland,’ | protest, in the name of white supremacy and white manhood, against the false and
dishonoring sentiment ‘that it is no humiliation nor disgrace to live next door to a Negro!”
The Crisis: A Record of the Darker Races, New York: National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, vol. 1, no. 1, 1910-11, p. 7.
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1 Closely examine the editorial from The Crisis and answer the following questions:
a What do the authors claim as the magazine’s main purpose?
b Why did the editors decide on The Crisis as the magazine’s name?
¢ Inthe context of the first extract, what might the term ‘catholicity’ mean?
2 Closely examine the extract from the Baltimore Sun quoted in The Crisis and answer the following questions:
a What do the original authors of the Baltimore Sun article seem to be saying?
b Why would the editors of The Crisis want to include this in their own publication?

¢ Discuss the perspective of this extract. The Crisis

@ Describe the various ways in which individuals and groups were beginning to promote the civil rights of
African Americans in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Use specific examples in your description.

@ As a class, discuss the significance of the following in establishing campaigns for African American civil
rights following the American Civil War:
a IdaWells
b William English Walling
¢ William Du Bois

Migration north

In the 1890s, African Americans began leaving the rural South and moved to the industrial North
to escape the economic poverty of sharecropping and the discrimination of Jim Crow laws. They
generally found work in factories. However, they still faced discrimination and inequality, with some
northern cities such as Indianapolis and Philadelphia introducing segregated schools and residential
districts, and blacks being barred from some professions and trades. There were also a number of race
riots targeting black workers, who were seen to threaten white jobs in factories.

Lynching in
Marion. Indiana The two boys hanging from the tree in the photo are Tom
' . Shipp and Abe Smith. They were two of three teenagers
1 AUgUSt 1330 accused of and gaoled for raping a white girl, Mary Ball,
and shooting a white man called Claude Deeter. When

Alamy Stock Photo/Photos12

news of Claude Deeter’s death was released, local men
used sledgehammers to knock down the prison walls. The
three teenagers were dragged out and beaten. Tom Shipp
and Abe Smith were lynched in the town square, but at the
last moment, the youngest of the three, James Cameron,

was spared. The event was witnessed by a crowd estimated at {
between 10 000 and 15000 men, women and children. Many ~ SOURCE110 The lynching of Tom Shipp and
had travelled by train to witness the lynching. Abe Smith

Local studio photographer Lawrence Beitler took the photograph. It was made into a postcard, of which

thousands were sold. Two men were charged with the lynching (following pressure from the NAACP), but the -
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all-white jury acquitted them. The rape accusation was later withdrawn. The photograph was said to have inspired
musician Bob Dylan’s lyric ‘They’re selling photos of a hanging’ in the song ‘Desolation row’, and the poem ‘Strange
fruit’ by Abel Meeropol, which became an anti-lynching anthem sung by jazz vocalist Billie Holiday.

QUESTIONS

1 Closely examine the photograph by Lawrence Beitler.
a Whatis happening in the background of the photo?
b What is happening in the foreground? How do the crowd appear to be reacting?

2 How was this photograph used in its original context? What might this say about common values of
the time?

3  Create a 50-100-word caption for the photograph if it were used by the following:
a White supremacists
b The NAACP

4 Research the poem ‘Strange Fruit’ by Abel Meeropol. How does it communicate a disgust for the
lynching of Shipp and Smith?

The Klan returns

The KKK began to revive in 1915. Membership in the North grew, spurred on by fears of African
American migration north and Catholic and Jewish migration from Europe. The popular film Birth
of a Nation, released in 1915, glamorised the KKK and attracted new members. In the film, the Klan
members wore white costumes, and a burning cross was used as a symbol of fear. Both of these
symbols were adopted by the organisation. The film had a strong white supremacist message and
depicted interracial relationships as abhorrent. The NAACP held protests against the film outside
theatres in northern cities and wrote articles arguing that it falsified history.
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| SOURCE1.11 The KKK had
¢ 3 million members in
the early 1920s. This
photo shows 40 000
members marching
down Pennsylvania

| Avenue in Washington
DC, the federal capital,
. in1926.
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PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT (1882-1945)

Franklin D Roosevelt was born in New York into
a privileged political family whose heritage
extended back to the American Revolution. He
was elected President of the United States of
America in 1933 and served through the Great
Depression and the Second World War. He died
while in office. Roosevelt was a Democrat and he
had a gentlemen’s agreement with the southern

Democrats that he would not intervene in race
relations.

Roosevelt was dependent on white Democrat
votes to maintain his presidency and did
not speak out against the Jim Crow laws or
support anti-lynching legislation, but under his
administration there were some opportunities for
black advancement. His wife and political partner
Eleanor was a vocal supporter of civil rights. The
Roosevelts placed race relations on the national
stage and, argues historian Harold Sitkoff, helped
create a new mood in which African Americans

and their supporters could ‘begin to
struggle with some expectation of
success’.
During the Great Depression
of the 1930s, President Roosevelt
introduced the New Deal,
a program of relief for the
unemployed. Under the New Deal,
the number of black federal employees
increased threefold. Federal workplaces,
such as secretarial offices and cafeterias, were
desegregated. Hundreds of African American desegregation
artists and writers had their works published and The abolishment
performed. New Deal education programs taught ;’égerlé?alggion of
literacy skills to one million African Americans
who could not read or write. However, some
aspects of the New Deal were not so progressive.
The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) built
segregated public housing in the North, replicating
the Jim Crow system in the South.
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Black history 1909-45

Until the 1970s, African Americans were largely absent, except as slaves, from US history books. This timeline

outlines some of the significant events in black history that played a part in the growth of the civil rights movement
in the 20th century.

]HM ® August

1918
1919

May and October

January

October

Marcus Garvey formed the United Negro Improvement Association, promoting pride in
African independence

370000 African Americans enlisted in the segregated United States Army during the
First World War. More than half of them served in France

Support for the NAACP grew, with 117 branches opening across the country

Red Summer: 26 race riots across the United States, in both northern and southern

cities. The riots left hundreds dead and thousands injured. There was a clampdown of
black protest movements across the United States

The Harlem Renaissance began: African American literature, music, dance, poetry,

painting and other cultural expressions flourished in Harlem, New York, and reached a
black and white audience

The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters was established. Car porters served passengers

on trains. This was the first black union accepted into the American Federation of Labor.
Its leader, A Phillip Randolph, became a pivotal civil rights leader

Martin Luther King Jr was born in Atlanta, Georgia

Wall Street Crash. The Great Depression began
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Scottsboro boys. Nine African American teenagers were charged with the rape of two white girls
in Alabama. The evidence was overwhelmingly in favour of the boys; however, they were found

guilty in three trials. The case gained international attention and put a spotlight on entrenched

discrimination in the South

African American track-and-field star Jesse Owens won four gold medals at the Berlin Olympics

Celebrated singer Marian Anderson performed for an audience of 70000 people on the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial. She had been banned from performing in Constitution Hall by the
Daughters of the American Revolution, who owned the hall and refused to let an African
American sing there

The Congress for Racial Equality (CORE) used non-violent direct action

President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802, which stated there would be no
discrimination on the basis of race, creed, colour or national origin for employment in
defence contracts

The United States entered the Second World War

Japan was defeated

{ @ Outline the main factors underpinning the growth in popularity of the KKK after 1915.
[ | @ How did the Presidency of Franklin D Roosevelt affect the position of blacks within the United States?
© Use the timeline (1909-45) to complete a table like the following:

INDIVIDUALS HELPING TO ADVANCE CIVIL | GROUPS HELPING TO ADVANCE CIVIL EVIDENCE OF ONGOING DISCRIMINATION
RIGHTS IN THE USA RIGHTS IN THE USA IN THE USA

America fights for freedom

Europe went to war in 1939 when Germany invaded Poland. At first the conflict was to remain a largely
European war, and while the US Government provided support to Britain, there was opposition to
becoming involved in another European conflict. However, after Japan launched a surprise attack
on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United States declared war on Japan,
Germany and the Axis powers.

In the words of US historian Adam Fairclough, ‘the war changed everything’. The Depression was
over. The US economy boomed and there was a demand for labour as factories were turned over to
war production. Millions of American men and women left their homes and farms to work in factories
and join the armed forces. Fourteen million American men were sent to war, more than one million of
them African Americans. The United States became a vast industrial machine, producing guns, ships,
food, tanks and planes for the war effort.
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Wartime propaganda described the fight against Germany and Japan as the fight for democracy
against tyranny. In countries and territories captured by the Nazi and Japanese forces, people lived
under a regime of terror, with no political rights or freedom. Across Europe the Nazi regime was
implementing Adolf Hitler’s racial policies, which included the genocide of Jews and gypsies. The
NAACP was quick to point out that many US citizens were also denied their democratic rights on the

basis of race. This spurred on new campaigns for civil rights.

... sorry for brutality, blood, and death among the peoples of Europe, just as we were sorry for China

and Ethiopia. But the hysterical cries of the preachers of democracy for Europe leave us cold. We

want democracy in Alabama, Arkansas, in Mississippi and Michigan, in the District of Columbia, in the

Senate of the United States.

The Crisis no. 47, July 1940, p. 209.

The March on Washington Movement

Defence-industry employment policies in
both the South and the North discriminated
against African American workers. One New
York factory, for example, employed 142
African Americans out of a total of 29215
people. The March on Washington (MOW),
led by unionist A Philip Randolph, was a
response to the ‘racial prejudice, hatred and
discrimination’ exposed in the national
defence industries, which did not hire African
Americans to do skilled work. It was the US
Government that gave out defence contracts
to industry and therefore, Randolph argued,
the federal government should legislate for
desegregation in the defence industries.

The MOW movement threatened to
march into Washington to protest. The threat
of 10000 African Americans marching into
the country’s capital galvanised President
Roosevelt into action. He tried to persuade
Randolph to stop the march, but failed. On
25 June 1941 Roosevelt signed Executive
Order 8802, which stated there would be no
discrimination on the basis of race, creed,
colour or national origin for employment in
defence contracts. Two million blacks gained
employment in defence plants and 200000
in the federal public service during the
Second World War.

'OURS...to fight for
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Lreedom from Want

SOURCE 112 The Four Freedoms posters were drawn by

magazine artist Norman Rockwell in 1943 and were based
on a speech President Roosevelt gave to Congress in 1941.
The posters were used to promote the war effort and copies
were distributed and displayed across the United States

during the Second World War.

Freedom from Fear

Alamy Stock Photo/Pictorial Press Ltd

propaganda

Information, often

biased, used to

promote a political

viewpoint

tyranny

A cruel and
oppressive
government

Poster worksheet
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‘Double V’ for victory

Two months after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and the United States
entered the war in December 1941, the ‘Double V' campaign was launched in

New Pittsburgh courier

the country’s most popular black newspaper, the Pittsburgh Courier. The ‘Double
V’ (for victory) campaign conveyed the message that African Americans were
fighting for victory abroad and at home. Civil rights groups such as the NAACP,
CORE and the Urban League, which all operated in the North, hoped the war
would be an opportunity to win the battle for equal citizenship.

The Detroit race riots

Although Executive Order 8802 had promised much, it was ignored in the
South, where there was violent opposition to desegregation of the workplace.

: There was also opposition to African Americans working with white workers

SOURCE 13 The ‘Double V" logo, designed in the North. Detroit — in the state of Michigan - one of the United States’
by the Pittsburgh Courier, called for two o o ] }

victories for African Americans major industrial cities, had attracted thousands of black and white migrants

from the South by 1942. There was tension between the two groups, spurred

on by the KKK, which had a strong presence in Detroit. Unskilled African American workers called

wildcat strike wildcat strikes in protest at not being given the chance to do skilled work on aircraft assembly lines.
At ?iO?tZHQOUSth . These jobs were reserved for whites. White workers went on strike when they were ‘forced’ to work
strike taken withou

permission from on the same assembly lines as African American workers who received the same pay. There were

trade union officials  demonstrations when black and white families were to be housed in the same public-housing projects.
A race riot lasting three days broke out in Detroit in June 1943. It was sparked when black and
white youths traded insults, escalating into beatings and lootings. It only stopped when federal troops

were called in. Thirty-five people were killed in the riots.

Racial equality
within the auto
workers’ union

SOURCE 114 This cartoon
was produced by the
United Automobile
Workers (UAW),

the union that
represented workers

in the automobile
industry. By 1943 the
automobile factories in
Detroit were fulfilling
defence contracts. The
UAW supported racial
equality. When white
workers held wildcat
strikes in protest at
African American
workers being assigned
to a ‘white’ assembly
line, the strikers did not
have the official support
of the UAW.
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QUESTIONS

1 What was the UAW and what was its attitude to racial equality?

2 The tall figure at the centre of this image is a caricature of the Nazi German leader Adolf Hitler. Why
might he be depicted in this cartoon pinning a German medal onto the chest of Jim Crow’? (You may
need to complete some research to answer this question.)

3 What appears to have happened to the African Americans lying on the ground behind Jim Crow
and Hitler?

Why has the artist included the buildings in the right-background of this cartoon?
How would you summarise the main message of this cartoon?

Explain the purpose of this cartoon.

N o o1 b

How might this cartoon help a historian investigating racial inequality in the United States in this period?

A segregated military

At the start of the war African Americans faced
discrimination in the US military as well as on
the home front. The United States Army was
segregated. All-black units were led by white
officers and limited to labour, transport and
quartermaster duties. African Americans could
not serve in active combat roles. In the US
Navy, African Americans could only serve as
mess boys, cooks or servants. The US Air Force
and the US Marine Corps would not accept
African American recruits. The military blood
banks used by the Red Cross were segregated
throughout the war. African Americans made

up less than two per cent of the US military
in 1939.

In 1940 President Roosevelt introduced a  SOURCE 115 African American military nurses stationed in Australia: Joan L
Hamilton, Geneva H Culpepper, Marjorie S Mayers, Prudence L Burnes and

policy of non-discrimination in the military. | ° 2\ "

Under this policy, the percentage of black

recruits was to reflect the 10 per cent of African Americans in the overall population. The US Marine

Corps established all-black units in 1942. They served in the Pacific in a defence role in captured

territories. The US Air Force held out against desegregation and instead trained African American Invisble warriors
pilots and mechanics for segregated squadrons. By 1944, 145000 black men served in the US Air

Force. A black officer-training school was established 40 kilometres from the white institution. The

majority of African Americans in the US Army served in support roles. Those in combat roles generally

fought in segregated units such as the 761st Tank Battalion or the 92nd Infantry Division. In the e A
final months of the war in Europe several thousand African Americans were accepted into integrated
infantry units.

The extent of

African American women also served in the military, with 6500 volunteering in the Women’s diecrminetion

. . . in the United
Army Corps, which was also segregated. Few were accepted in the other services and those who were States fo 1945
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often found their role was defined by their race. For example, the 512 black nurses in the Army Nurse
Corps were only allowed to nurse African American personnel or German prisoners of war.
Most US military bases were in the South, where black soldiers were subject to Jim Crow laws,
Gl Bill

The name given
to the Servicemen’s

which caused resentment. Black soldiers guarding German prisoners of war, for example, could not eat
at the same restaurants as their white prisoners. They could not sit on the same seats on buses as white

Readjustment Act soldiers. Segregation and discrimination sometimes resulted in riots and brawls on military bases.
1944. This gave During the war, membership of the NAACP rose dramatically from 50 000 in 1940 to 500 000 by
returning veterans

benefits such as
generous loans, no-
deposit mortgages,
free university
tuition, and a

1946. The number of African Americans registered to vote increased. Life in the military opened their
eyes to new experiences and gave them new skills. While serving in Britain, Europe and the Pacific,
they found the civilian populations treated them with a respect they did not receive at home from
white Americans. After the war, they could obtain an education under the Gl Bill. Male and female

vocational and
college education.

veterans were to play an important role in the civil rights movement.

DORIE MILLER (1919-4

Dorie Miller was a Cook Third Class on
the USS West Virginia when the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor. His ship came
under heavy aerial attack. Dorie carried
wounded sailors down below to safety
before rescuing the wounded captain.
He then manned a machine gun and,
despite having no training, kept firing
at the Japanese planes until he ran out
of bullets. Dorie Miller was awarded
the Naval Medal for bravery on 27 May

1942. He was the first African American
to win a high US Navy honour. He was
recruited to sell war bonds and toured
the United States. David Stone Martin
drew a recruiting poster featuring
Miller, the first to include an African
American, in 1943.

Dorie Miller died on 24 November
1943 when the USS Liscome Bay was hit
by a Japanese submarine torpedo in
the Pacific.

@ How did Executive Order 8802 improve the employment opportunities of African Americans?

@ How do the events in Detroit show that civil rights were difficult to enforce from the level of the national
government?

©® What was the '‘Double V' campaign and how did it capture the aspirations of many African Americans
during the Second World War?

@ Describe the position of blacks within the US military at the start of the war.
@ Using specific examples, outline the contribution of African Americans to the US war effort.

@ Outline the major changes to the position of blacks in the military that took place during the war.
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Conclusion

By the 1890s, laws restricting the civil rights of African Americans were in place across the former
southern slave states. Jim Crow laws created a divided society in which black and white Americans
never shared public spaces. Both the legal system and terror tactics were used to ensure that African
Americans did not challenge the status quo. Ida Wells and the NAACP worked together to fight
discriminatory laws and the violence perpetuated against African Americans. Membership of the
NAACP grew dramatically during the late 1930s, but racism remained deeply institutionalised in US
society. The Second World War offered opportunities for African Americans in the workforce and the
military, despite segregation.

Chapter summary

There was opposition to black equality in the former Confederate states in the 1890s and laws
segregating white and black Americans were passed.

The Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 1896 upheld the constitutionality of state laws mandating
segregation.

Terror and customs were used to control the black community in the South.

Racial discrimination also existed in the North and intensified after blacks began migrating to
northern cities.

Individuals such as Ida Wells and William Du Bois, and organisations such as the NAACP, worked
to fight the injustices faced by African Americans.

The Second World War offered opportunities for African Americans in the workforce and the
military, despite segregation.

In the aftermath of war, increasing numbers of African Americans were committed to fighting for
their democratic rights.

Further resources
e lee, H, To Kill a Mockingbird, Warner Books Inc., New York, 1960.
o Sitkoff, H, The Struggle for Black Equality, Hill and Wang, New York, 2008. Further resources
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@ Create a detailed mind map that outlines the position of African Americans in the United States at the
end of the Second World War. Include themes such as slavery, discrimination, contribution to the US,
evidence of progress/change and others you consider important.

@ Define the terms ‘segregation’and ‘discrimination’ and outline how they were evident in the
United States up to the end of the Second World War.

© Describe some of the differences that were evident between the following:
a The southern states
b The northern states

@ Sclect ONE of the following and conduct further research to assess their role in the lives of African
Americans in the US up to 1945:
a The KuKlux Klan
b President Franklin D Roosevelt
c The NAACP

© Asaclass, discuss the following issues and then write a response to each:
a To what extent was discrimination against African Americans primarily caused by economic motives?
b How much evidence of real change in the treatment of African Americans was there by the end of
the Second World War?

What were the major obstacles to change in the treatment of African Americans in this period?

©0

In small groups, imagine that you plan to campaign for better treatment of African Americans in the
United States at the end of the Second World War. Create a ‘manifesto’ identifying five main changes
B you would like to see brought about and briefly outline how you would try to make these a reality.
concepts Compare your ideas with the other groups in your class.
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In this chapter, students will examine the
emergence of the modern civil rights
movement in the 1940s and 1950s.

Aspects to be covered include:

e the role of groups campaigning for
and against civil rights (including
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
and the Ku Klux Klan)

early attempts at desegregation such
as Little Rock High School, legislation
including the Civil Rights Act 1957

the role of president Dwight
Eisenhower.
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Watched by white students, African
American students Maurice Soles (in
patterned shirt) and William Latham (in
plaid) walk through the door at recently
desegregated Clinton High School,
Clinton, Tennessee, in early September
1956. Soles and Latham were among
the so-called Clinton 12, the first group
of African American students to attend
the first desegregated high school in the

southern states.




Introduction

This chapter explores the legal gains made by the civil rights movement during the 1950s. When the
DPlessy v. Ferguson ‘separate but equal” decision was overturned by the Federal Supreme Court in 1954,
there was no longer a legal justification for Jim Crow. Schools such as Little Rock High School became

Crosh course the battlegrounds for desegregation in the South. Pro-segregationists and white supremacists created
new organisations to oppose challenges to the racist status quo in the South.

Timeline 5 by
N MICHIGAN
1945 Japan was defeated [T Y i
§ Detroit
—
1946 The Columbia Race Riot . JChicagom ===
|
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J .
1948 US military was desegregated Y ILUNoIsy
1954 Brown v. Board of Education :. 7 e
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M , . | |
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1955 The Montgomery Bus Boycott E ® Rock ¢ .Blrmmghan: Agorta £ @Batesburg
began MISSISSIPPI ° GEORGIA %,
R iGreenwooduALABAMA ® Butler v
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1957 The Civil Rights Act was passed
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SOURCE 21 Map of locations mentioned in this chapter

When did the civil rights movement begin?

Historian Adam Fairclough wrote, ‘As time distances historians from the events they study,
periods that once appeared sharply defined become fuzzy at the edges ...".

This has been the case with the civil rights movement. The classical interpretation of the
movement is that it began in 1954 when the Brown v. Board of Education decision was made,
overturning Plessy v. Ferguson’s ‘separate but equal’ decision, and that it ended in 1968 after the
Civil Rights Act 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 1965 were passed. These pieces of legislation ended
legal segregation in the United States. Between these dates the civil rights movement staged
non-violent protests against Jim Crow laws in the South, many led by Martin Luther King Jr.
Studies of the classical civil rights movement tend to concentrate on the battles in the South to
end legal segregation.

Some historians argue that the civil rights movement had a much longer history, referred to
as the ‘long civil rights movement’. Raphael Cassimire, a historian and activist for the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), argues the movement had its
beginnings with the formation of the NAACP. Jacquelyn Dowd Hall argues the civil rights
movement began not in the South, but the North, in the cities where African Americans came to
work and encountered discrimination and segregation. There they joined labour unions and other
leftist organisations to form protest movements. Harold Sitkoff believes the Second World War
encouraged blacks to demand equality. Historians of the long civil rights movement today explore
what was happening in the North as well as the South during this period.
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The Cold War

Through the 1950s the Cold War raged and anti-communism pervaded life in the United States.  Cold War
Influential African Americans, including singers Paul Robeson and Josephine Baker and William Du Ele naﬁ?e gli"egto

. .. . . . . . € poliical an
Bois, founder of The Crisis, were accused of being communist threats. Unions fighting to democratise  mjlitary rivalry that
the South and improve wages and conditions for African Americans were accused of being disloyal. existed between the

United States and
The Cold War also helped the cause of civil rights. The Soviet Union questioned the United States’  the Soviet Union

vision of itself as the bastion of freedom and democracy and its propaganda targeted US racism. from1945t01991
In Africa and Asia former colonies were becoming independent of their white colonial rulers and
some newly independent nations were choosing the Soviet Union over the United States as their
political ally. In 1952, restaurants, transport, theatres and hotels in Washington — the nation’s
capital — were desegregated. Republican President Dwight D Eisenhower, who was elected in 1952,

argued that segregation gave a misleading impression of US democracy to foreign diplomats.

The Regional Council of Negro Leadership

During the 1950s, new groups formed to fight for civil rights. TRM Howard, a wealthy black surgeon
and businessman, established the Regional Council of Negro Leadership (RCNL) in 1951. Its aim was
to promote black self-help, civil rights and voting rights. Its committee members came from the black
professional class and included businessmen, teachers, churchmen, doctors and lawyers. The RCNL
was formed in Mississippi, the most segregated state of the union.

The RCNL did not challenge Jim Crow laws; it concentrated on the ‘equal’ in ‘separate but equal’.
It wanted the facilities and services for blacks to be as good as those provided to whites. For example,
it worked to improve the quality of black schools and schooling in the South. It organised a boycott
of service stations that failed to provide toilets for blacks. Twenty thousand bumper stickers with the
slogan ‘Don’t buy gas where you can’t use the washroom’ were distributed across the South.
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SOURCE 2.2 This photograph of
segregated drinking fountains

in Mobile, Alabama, was taken

by Gordon Parks in 1956.

Parks was an African American
photojournalist who worked for
Life magazine and was one of the
most influential US photographers
of the 20th century. He was born
in segregated Kansas in 1912 and
taught himself photography.
Committed to civil rights and
justice, he documented race
relations, poverty and urban life in
his art. In 1956 he took a series of
photographs called ‘The
Restraints: Open and Hidder’,
which depicted segregation and
Jim Crow laws in the South. Segregation

Photograph by Gordon Parks. Courtesy of and copyright The Gordon Parks Foundation.

CHAPTER 2
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RCNL

One of the most significant contributions the RCNL made to the civil rights movement was
training black leaders. At its annual conferences it ran workshops where participants learnt about
voting rights, business skills and self-help. Civil rights activists Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers and Fannie
Lou Hamer all benefited from the work of the RCNL.

@ Summarise how each of the following explain the origin of the US civil rights movement:
a The ‘classical interpretation’
b The 'long history’ of the civil rights movement as argued by:
i Raphael Cassimere
ii Jacquelyn Dowd Hall
iii Harold Sitkoff

@ Explain how the Cold War helped to bring attention to civil rights issues in the United States.

© What did the RCNL attempt to draw attention to and how did it contribute to the growing civil rights
movement in the USA?

assimilate

To become
indistinguishable
from the dominant
culture

Brown v. Board

Brown v. Board of
Education

Challenging Plessy v. Ferguson

The NAACP made three successful challenges to racial segregation through the courts in the 1950s.
Its aim was to have the Supreme Court’s Plessy v. Ferguson ‘separate but equal” decision overturned.
In one decision it was ruled that segregated railway dining cars were unconstitutional; in a second
decision the segregated University of Texas in Austin was forced to admit Heman Marion Sweatt,
a black law student. In a third decision, the Supreme Court determined it was unconstitutional to
make a black student sit separately from white students. These wins chipped away at Jim Crow laws,
but it was desegregating public schools that the NAACP saw as representing the biggest challenge
to Jim Crow.

Education was seen as the key to empowering African Americans. Swedish economist Gunnar
Myrdal had published his sociological study on race relations, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem
and Modern Democracy, in 1944. His study concentrated largely on the situation in the South under
the Jim Crow system. Segregated schooling, he argued, was detrimental to black children. He believed
it was important for black children to become assimilated into US society and that equal access to
education was a means of achieving this.

Brown v. Board of Education

Thurgood Marshall was the NAACP lawyer who represented Oliver Brown, an African American man
who tried to enrol his daughter Linda in a local white school in segregated Topeka, Kansas. Brown v.
Board of Education was one of six cases being heard on school segregation at the time. They were
consolidated under the one case name. Marshall and the other lawyers argued that segregated schools
were ‘inherently’ unequal, and that even if the facilities for both black and white schools were equal,
segregation breached the 14th amendment. They argued that by separating black children from white,
black children were made to feel inferior and, consequently, that segregation damaged the psychological
development of children.

The case started in December 1952 and the final ruling was delivered on 17 May 1954. Chief
Justice Earl Warren, who was appointed by President Eisenhower, worked hard to ensure that the
nine judges reached a unanimous decision. He recognised that anything so socially sensitive could
only succeed if the full bench of the court concurred. His ruling read:

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place.
Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal ... we hold that the plaintiffs ... are ... deprived
of the equal protection ... [of] the Fourteenth Amendment. Black Belt
From the ruling for the Brown v. Board of Education case, 1954. Aregion of the
South thatis an
agricultural area
This destroyed the basis of Jim Crow. It was a great triumph for the NAACP, and while it accepted ~ where the cotton
slave plantation
economy once
over time, local district by local district. It was mistaken. The Supreme Court gave the South a year’s  flourished. Today the
Black Belt is one of
the poorest regions
years, an angry and vicious campaign against desegregation was launched in the South. of the United States.

the Black Belt states would resist desegregation, it believed other southern states would comply

grace before starting desegregation, and then did not set a deadline for compliance. Within two

The Clark Doll Experiment

The NAACP legal team for Brown used the
expert opinions of psychologists Mamie
and Kenneth Clark in the Brown v. Board of
Education case. The Clarks conducted an
experiment — known as the Clark Doll
Experiment — during the 1940s in Harlem,
a predominantly African American part of
New York. Four dolls, identical except for
the fact that two were white and two were
black, were given to black children. They
were then asked a series of questions,
including: Which is the nice doll? Which is
the bad doll? Which doll would you like to
play with? Which doll looks like you? Some
children would burst into tears and refuse

Photograph by Gordon Parks. Courtesy of and copyright The Gordon Parks Foundation.

to answer the last question. The majority of
children would attribute positive
characteristics to the white dolls and would
draw pictures of themselves white, or with
lighter skin. The Clarks concluded that

9780170410144

segregation and discrimination caused SOURCE 2.3 Photograph by Gordon Parks of a boy taking part in o ool
black children to develop a sense of the Clark Doll Experiment in Harlem in 1947. Experiment
inferiority and self-hatred.

What problems with segregation did the work of the following experts reveal:

p greg g exp

a Gunnar Myrdal

b Mamie and Kenneth Clark
@ What did Thurgood Marshall and other lawyers in the Brown v. Board of Education case try to prove?
©® What was the final decision in the Brown v. Board of Education case?

Using the extract from the ruling, assess the significance of this case for the civil rights of

9 9 9 9
African American people.
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The Southern

Manifesto SOURCE 24 Altering the wording on a
White Citizens’ Council sign (as here,
where ‘Racial Integrity’ has been changed
to ‘Racial Integration’) is just one example
of civil rights activists at work.

Garth Williams “The Rabbits’ Wedding”. 1958

SOURCE 2.5 State Senator EO Eddins

from Alabama demanded that the 1958
children’s book, The Rabbits’ Wedding, be
destroyed as it promoted integration and
miscegenation. The book is about a black
rabbit and a white rabbit who become
friends and then fall in love and marry.
It was removed from general circulation.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968

Massive resistance

Within a month of the Brown decision, the white supremacists
and pro-segregationists had rallied in opposition to the
decision. Judge Thomas P Brady, a circuit judge from
Mississippi, wrote ‘Black Monday’, a pamphlet denouncing
desegregation, calling for the banning of the NAACP, the
closing of public schools and the creation of a 49th state for
‘Negroes’. Nineteen senators and 77 members of the House
of Representatives signed the Southern Manifesto in 1956.
This document condemned the Brown v. Board of Education
ruling. The Manifesto claimed the decision was an abuse of
judicial power and infringed states’ rights. In a newspaper
interview, Senator Harry F Byrd of Virginia was reported as
calling for massive resistance to school desegregation in
the South.

The White Citizens’ Council

Plantation manager Robert B Patterson set up the first White
Citizens’ Council in Greenwood, Mississippi in 1954. This
organisation became the blueprint for similar groups across
the South. Membership of these citizens’ councils peaked at
250000 in 1957. The White Citizens’ Councils believed the
best way to manage a bi-racial society was through segregation,
and argued African Americans were not intelligent enough
to live as equals in a white society. African Americans were
caricatured as sexual predators, savages and cannibals in its
publication, The Citizens” Council. Articles gave statistics about
low levels of education and high illegitimacy rates in the black
population and described how successful South Africa under
apartheid was in comparison to African countries governed
by black Africans. Racial integrity and the southern way of
life were promoted as ensuring a stable, safe and prosperous
South. Desegregation was considered ‘unnatural’.

The citizens’ councils attracted an educated, articulate,
professional membership of middle-class, religious
southerners, which included doctors, pastors, politicians,
lawyers and teachers. It claimed to be a respectable
organisation, with no links to the more violent KKK, which
was regarded as being lower class. However, its propaganda
shared the racism of the more secret Klan. It was known as
the ‘uptown KKK’. The KKK was also revived after the Brown
v. Board of Education decision, with new chapters being
formed across the South.

The White Citizens’ Councils derided southerners who
supported civil rights as being disloyal. It aimed to stop the
implementation of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme
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Court decision, and each September, at the start of the school year, it held demonstrations outside

schools that attempted to accept black students.
The NAACP was targeted by the White Citizens’ Councils, accused of controlling the Supreme
Court, whipping up white race hatred, and forcing the unnatural mingling of the black and white

races. In cartoons, the NAACP was depicted as a masked thief armed with a revolver. The councils
had some success in shutting down the NAACP in the South. People named on NAACP membership
lists were sacked from jobs or found themselves in physical danger. The NAACP was banned in
Alabama in 1955 and the number of branches in the South dropped from 65 to seven between 1955

and 1956.
Recruiting
for the White
Citizens’
Councils
”””””” QUESTIONS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

The text below is from a pamphlet published by the White Citizens” Councils to help recruit more
members.

Why does your community need a citizens’ council?

Maybe your community has had no racial problems! This may be true; however, you may not have
a fire yet you maintain a fire department. You can depend on one thing: The NAACP (National
Association for the Agitation of Colored People), aided by alien influences, bloc vote seeking
politicians and left-wing do-gooders, will see that you have a problem in the near future.

The Citizens’ Council is the South’s answer to the mongrelizers. We will not be integrated! We
are proud of our white blood and our white heritage of sixty centuries.

People with racial pride are attacked by the NAACP and its affiliates as being bigoted,
prejudiced, immoral, un-American, etc. These hysterical smear words are used in lieu of any logical
reason why a person can no longer be loyal to his white blood, his church, his state, and his nation
above all else.

In other words, the right to esprit de corps which has won every war we have fought is no
longer in style. The idea now is seemingly to pride ourselves in the fact that everybody in the world
should be made equal by law, regardless of aptitude or heritage. The ‘have nots’ must share equally
with the ‘have gots’ in this new world order.

PB Levy (ed.), Documentary History of the Modern Civil Rights Movement, Greenwood Press, Westport CT, 1992, pp. 214-5.

Who might this pamphlet be primarily addressed to?

Who are the ‘mongrelizers”™ Why do you think the authors have chosen this word?
According to this pamphlet, what are the White Citizens’ Councils trying to preserve?
What is the purpose of the pamphlet?

Account for the perspective of this pamphlet.

What reliable evidence does this document contain regarding the values and attitudes of the White

Citizens’ Councils?

In pairs, conduct some of your own research to find other primary sources that add to your
understanding of this movement. Share your research with your class and provide an evaluation that

assesses the evidence provided by your source(s).

CHAPTER 2
‘We shall overcome’: Creating the modern civil rights movement (1945-57)
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Emmett Till was a 14-year-old African American
boy who lived with his family in the northern
city of Chicago in Illinois, where he attended
an integrated school. In 1955 he visited his
grandfather in the town of Money, Mississippi.
Emmett and his cousins went into the local store
to buy lollies and he allegedly whistled at Carolyn
Bryant, the white woman serving him. Three days
later, Bryant’s husband Roy and Roy’s half-brother
dragged Emmett Till from his bed in the middle
of the night to a barn, where they beat him and
gouged out one of his eyes before shooting him at
point-blank range. He was then thrown into the
Tallahatchie River, weighed down by a large fan
from a cotton gin attached to his body with barbed
wire. When his body was retrieved, Emmett’s
mother insisted it be sent back to Chicago where
it was put in an open casket so people could
see the state of the body. Thousands of people
viewed the casket in Chicago. Photographs were
published in newspapers across the world, bringing
Mississippi’s racial violence to a global audience.
The Till case made headlines across the
United States and internationally and saw the
NAACP and the RCNL work to bring the culprits
to justice. TRM Howard, who had established the
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Deep South
Deep South states
are the old slave ; c (
cotton states. —E, f‘-@_ﬁ a Y() e~ DR
Definitions wahlch jiou R SJC hod l.
states constitute .
the Deep South J
differ; however,
they have always
included Alabama,
Mississippi, Georgia,
Louisiana, South
Carolina, Florida

and Tennessee. SOURCE 2.6 Clinton High School students protesting in 1955
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RCNL, provided bodyguards for
the black witnesses who were
brave enough to come forward
and testify. Twice, an all-white
jury acquitted the two white
men charged with Till's murder,
even though black witnesses

identified them. Two months later, L

protected from prosecution by the
double jeopardy clause (meaning you can’t be
tried more than once for the same offence),
the men sold their confession to a journalist for
$3000. Howard was forced to leave the South as
he and his family were on the KKK death list.
Till's murder has been interpreted as a pivotal
incident in the civil rights movement. It revealed to
the world the extent of racism in Mississippi, where
even a child wasn’t safe from death for challenging
the racial code. The case also demonstrated how
there was no justice for African Americans in
Mississippi and that white supremacist attitudes
had hardened after the Brown v. Board of Education
decision. Civil rights activists such as Medgar Evers
and Rosa Parks were deeply affected and inspired
by the Emmett Till case.

The Clinton 12

[N
uue \uuaal““\“\

In some border states between the
North and the South, desegregation
occurred peacefully. There was,
however, violent opposition in the
states of the Deep South, located
in the Black Belt. After a court case,
Clinton High School in Tennessee
was forced to desegregate in 1955.
On the first day of term, the 12
African American students (who
became known as the ‘Clinton 12°)
were met by a demonstration led
by John Kasper, a Citizens’ Council
leader from Washington, who held
anti-desegregation rallies outside
the school.
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Governor Frank Clement sent 600 National Guards, tanks, and 100 highway patrolmen to
control the rioters and ensure the black teenagers could enter the school. Clement did not support
desegregation, but believed the law of the land should prevail.

Protests continued. Burning crosses — a symbol of the KKK — were left on the lawns of white civil
rights supporters, dynamite was used and shots were fired at the homes of black students. One of
three white leaders who walked to school with the black students was severely beaten. After this the
school was closed for four days. Clinton High School was bombed in 1958, but was rebuilt quickly
through donations. Clinton’s other schools were not desegregated for another 10 years.

There were scenes such as this all over the South in schools and universities. Black students were
spat at, harassed and abused, and their lives threatened. Not surprisingly, many parents chose to
remove their children from integrated schools. Bobby Cain, one of the Clinton 12, was the first African
American to graduate from an integrated high school. During the graduation ceremony, the football
team guarded him because the principal feared he would be killed.

The Little Rock Nine

Little Rock High School in Arkansas complied with a Federal
Court order to desegregate. The school began by enrolling
nine black students (the Little Rock Nine) in 1957. There
had been no great opposition to desegregation in Little
Rock. However, on the night before school was to reopen,
Governor Faubus, who was up for re-election, announced
that he would not allow the African American students
to start school because of security concerns. The next
morning, 2 September 1957, the National Guard stopped
the students from entering, telling them, ‘Governor Faubus
has placed the school off-limits to Negroes’.

The Federal Supreme Court ordered Faubus to withdraw
the National Guard, but he refused. President Eisenhower
had never agreed with the Brown v. Board of Education
decision, but was forced to act, as Faubus was defying a
Federal Supreme Court order. Eisenhower met with Faubus
and persuaded him to let the black students into the school.
Faubus withdrew the National Guard and left the state. Y
However, his supporters encouraged white demonstrators — SOURCE 27 Fifteen-year-old

i ,

National Guards

State-based military
reserves

The Clinton 12

Elizabeth Ekford walking to Little

to flock to the school to stop the black students from Rock High School on the first day of term, 4 September 1957.

entering. More than 1000 demonstrators congregated on

The girl behind her is 15-year-old student Hazel Bryan. According

to a reporter from the New York Times, Bryan was hysterical and

the school grounds screaming, ‘Out Nigger, out Nigger’,  called out ‘Go home Nigger, go home to Africa’. The picture was

‘Go back to the jungle’ and ‘We won't integrate’. They
hung effigies of the black students from trees, mirroring  London and Paris Match in France.

a lynching, and followed the students, shouting abuse.

A white man kicked Alex Wilson, a black journalist, in the face. All of this was beamed into US lounge
rooms by television or publicised in newspapers.

President Eisenhower spoke on television to denounce the demonstrations, but the next day they
continued. Eisenhower sent 1000 troops of the US Army 101 Airborne Division — a highly decorated
paratrooper unit known as the ‘Screaming Eagles’ — to restore order. Using fixed bayonets, they forced
the mob back and escorted the Little Rock Nine to their classes. Armed troops stayed on the school
campus for the rest of year protecting the students, who endured abuse, taunts and harassment.

taken by photographer Will Counts from the Arkansas Democrat
and was featured in overseas papers including the Daily Express in

Litfle Rock

Little Rock Nine

CHAPTER 2 a1
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Daisy Lee Gatson was brought up by foster
parents in a poor mill town in Louisiana, where
she attended segregated schools but received
little formal education. She married LC Bates,
who established the Arkansas State Press, a
popular weekly newspaper devoted to civil rights.
Daisy Bates became President of the Arkansas
State NAACP branches and fought for school
desegregation in her home of Little Rock. When
questioned by the attorney for the Little Rock
School Board, Bates refused to allow him to call
her by her first name, therefore challenging

the white supremacist traditions of treating
African Americans like children. She became a
leading figure in the Little Rock desegregation
campaign, acting as a mentor to the students and
their families. Intimidation and the withdrawal

December 17, 1957

Mr. Roy Wilkins [Chair of NAACP]
20 West 40th Street

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wilkins:

Conditions are yet pretty rough in the school for the children. Last week, Minnie Jean’s mother,

of advertising from white
businesses forced her and
her husband to close down
their newspaper in 1959. Her
account of the Little Rock crisis
was banned from libraries in the
South in the 1960s.

Although many women were
involved in the civil rights movement, men
usually took on the leadership roles and were the
public face of the movement. Daisy Bates worked on
anti-poverty campaigns in later life. At a 1990 event
honouring her life, President Bill Clinton described
her as the most influential Arkansas citizen.

In the letter below, Daisy Bates describes the
progress of the Little Rock Nine to Roy Wilkins,
director of the NAACP in New York.

Mrs. W. B. Brown, asked me to go over to the school with her for a conference with the principal, and

the two assistant principals. Subject of conference: “Firmer disciplinary measures, and the withdrawal
of Minnie Jean from the glee club’s Christmas program.” The principal had informed Minnie Jean in
withdrawing her from the program that “When it is definitely decided that Negroes will go to school here
with the whites, and the troops are removed, then you will be able to participate in all activities.” We
strongly challenged this statement, which he denied making in that fashion.

We also pointed out that the treatment of the children had been getting steadily worse for the last
two weeks in the form of kicking, spitting, and general abuse. As a result of our visit, stronger measures
are being taken against the white students who are guilty of committing these offenses. For instance, a
boy who had been suspended for two weeks, flunked both six-weeks tests, and on his return to school,
the first day he knocked Gloria Ray into her locker. As a result of our visit, he was given an indefinite
suspension.

The superintendent of schools also requested a conference the same afternoon. Clarence and I went
down and spent about two hours. Here, again we pointed out that a three-day suspension given Hugh
Williams for a sneak attack perpetrated on one of the Negro boys which knocked him out, and required a
doctor’s attention, was not sufficient punishment. We also informed him that our investigation revealed
that there were many pupils willing to help if given the opportunity, and that President Eisenhower was
very much concerned about the Little Rock crisis.

1 Describe the general context in which this
letter was written. What was taking place
in the United States in regards to African
Americans and schooling at the time? What
had happened at Little Rock?

2 According to this letter:

a Why was Daisy Bates asked to attend
Little Rock High School?

i) THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968

b Why had the school principal prevented
Minnie Jean from participating in the
Christmas program?

¢ How were the black students being
treated at Little Rock? 5

d What had begun to change as a result of
this meeting? Provide examples.

3 Critically discuss the perspective of this source.
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The Civil Rights Act 1957

Civil rights was a political issue that could no longer be ignored by the federal government after troops
were sent in to Little Rock. The Civil Rights Act 1957 gave federal prosecutors the ability to obtain
court injunctions to stop interference with the right to vote and set up a Civil Rights Commission to
investigate civil rights abuses. Southern Democrats, who feared losing the support of white voters in
the South, opposed the bill.

This was the first federal civil rights legislation to pass in 82 years and it signalled that the federal
government recognised its role in protecting civil rights. It was, however, a weak bill. It stated that
people accused of hindering African Americans from registering to vote would be tried in the state
where the breach occurred. This meant the accused would face an all-white jury that would most likely
be sympathetic to segregation and opposed to black civil rights.

Jim Crow lives on

Little Rock closed its schools from 1958 to 1959 to avoid desegregation. This was a pattern across
the Deep South, with some school districts shutting schools for up to four years. States also set
up private ‘white-only” schools and established strict student-placement rules, which allowed black
students to apply for enrolment in all-white public schools, but ensured they would not be accepted
because they failed to meet the set criteria. In 1962, only 1.2 per cent of black students attended
schools with whites.

Two years after the Brown decision, the NAACP began to find it increasingly difficult to operate
in the South with White Citizens’ Councils controlling most state legislators. Both black and white
public schools across the state were closed. African American individuals were paying a high financial
and emotional burden in court battles to see the Brown decision implemented. Across the South,
‘white only” and ‘black only’ signs remained at lunch counters, shops, hospitals, washrooms, buses
and drinking fountains. Jim Crow still remained firmly in place.

Nevertheless, the Brown decision was an important turning point in the civil rights battle. One
aspect of Jim Crow — segregation in schools — had been legally overturned in the Supreme Court.
The heroism of the students at Little Rock inspired other African Americans to take up the fight.
The federal government had sent troops to the South to protect black citizens from white extremism
for the first time since reconstruction. The way forward lay with direct action by African American
citizens such as Rosa Parks, who, in 1955, took on segregated buses in Montgomery, Alabama. You
will learn about this in Chapter 3.

@ Using evidence from the extract of Daisy Bates' letter on page 42 and your own knowledge, outline the
ways in which white supremacists tried to challenge and subvert desegregation in the United States.
Include specific examples where appropriate.

@ Consider the cases of Emmet Till and Little Rock. Assess the contribution of the media to the growing
civil rights movement in the United States.

© Explain how the following demonstrated that the US federal government was becoming increasingly
active in extending and protecting the civil rights of black Americans.
a The desegregation of Little Rock High School.
b The Civil Rights Act of 1957.

@ How did school districts in the Deep South try to prevent desegregation in the late 1950s and
early 1960s?

CHAPTER 2
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Conclusion

The experience of the Second World War gave many African Americans the skills and confidence to
challenge the Jim Crow laws. Presidents Roosevelt, and Eisenhower were forced to respond to civil
rights issues during their presidencies. While the NAACP’s success on the Brown v. Board of Education
case overturned the legal basis of the ‘separate but equal’ doctrine, implementing the ruling proved
difficult and dangerous. Individuals and organisations continued to pay with their lives, livelihoods
and personal safety, as white supremacists in the South fought against desegregation.

Chapter summary

The NAACP successfully challenged Plessy v. Ferguson in the Supreme Court, paving the way for the
desegregation of public schools.

There was a strong backlash to the Brown v. Board of Education decision in the South, with the revival
of the KKK and the establishment of the powerful pro-segregationist White Citizens’ Councils.
The murder of Emmett Till and the violence accompanying the attempted desegregation of Little
Rock High School drew national and international attention to the issue of civil rights.

Further resources

o Eyes on the Prize, Episode 1: ‘Awakenings’ (1954-56); Episode 2: ‘Fighting Back’ (1957-62), PBS,
1987. This is the award-winning historical documentary of the civil rights movement.

e Fairclough, A, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000, Penguin, New York, 2001.

o Sitkoff, H, The Struggle for Black Equality, Hill and Wang, New York, 2008.

Further resources

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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Create a table like the following to record the evidence for progress and the evidence for
continued discrimination in the United States education system regarding African Americans:

EVIDENCE FOR PROGRESS . EVIDENCE FOR CONTINUED DISCRIMINATION

Use the internet to collect 4-5 images of segregation in the United States in the 1950s. Record the

following details of your images and share them as a class:
a Origin (who created the image and when?)

b Distribution (when and where was the image used?)

¢ Perspective of the source

d Evidence of segregation

Make a list of groups discussed so far who were promoting civil rights and one listing those who
were opposed to civil rights. What values and ideas were important to these groups and what
action were they taking to support their views?

Select one individual or group from those mentioned and conduct your own research to extend
your understanding of their contribution to the civil rights movement. In a brief presentation to your
class, assess their significance to the growth of the civil rights movement in the United States.

As a class, discuss the following: to what extent were conditions for black students in southern
schools improving after the Brown v. Board of Education case? What evidence is there of change?
What evidence is there of continued discrimination and difficulty?

After the discussion, write an extended response to this question, making use of specific evidence
and examples to support your view.
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In this chapter, students will examine the
growth of the civil rights movement in the
late 1950s.

Aspects to be covered include:

e the role of key individuals and groups
such as Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King
Jr. and the Nation of Islam

e events such as the Montgomery Bus
Boycott and the Greensboro sit-in.

Rosa Parks seated toward the front of
the bus, Montgomery, Alabama, 1956.

Getty Images/Bettmann
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Introduction

This chapter examines new strategies — including boycotts, sit-ins, non-violent protests and direct
actions — developed by the US civil rights movement to confront entrenched segregation. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott, initiated by NAACP member Rosa Parks, is the best known of these actions.
Also discussed in this chapter is the establishment of two southern organisations: the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), led by Martin Luther King Jr, and the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

The chapter also looks to the northern states, where African Americans were fighting against
deep-rooted de facto segregation in in the areas of housing, education and work, and considers

the alternative position to racial integration taken by the Nation of Islam (NOI) and its popular
spokesperson, Malcolm X.

From Bus Boycott to sit-ins
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SOURCE 3.1 Map of locations mentioned in this chapter

‘I felt it was something I just had to do’

Montgomery is the capital city of the state of Alabama and it sits in the Black Belt. It is known as the
‘Cradle of the Confederacy’. It is one of the cities of the South where Jim Crow laws divided black
citizens from white citizens in most public spaces after the American Civil War. Buses were divided
into black and white sections, and when the white sections were full black passengers were expected
to give up their seats for white passengers. Black passengers paid at the front of the bus, but had to
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enter at the back no matter what the weather. White bus drivers could, without explanation, eject
black passengers from buses. This was the situation across the South. In Richmond, Virginia, in
December 1955, for example, seven African Americans were arrested for refusing to give up their
seats to whites.

Rosa Parks, a 42-year-old married seamstress, caught a bus home from work on 1 December 1955.
She refused to give up her seat to a standing white man in the overcrowded bus and was arrested at
the next stop for disobeying the municipal rule making bus segregation compulsory. Rosa Parks had
served as secretary of the Montgomery National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and had attended workshops on school desegregation. Recalling the murder of Emmett Till,
she described her act of defiance: T felt it was something I just had to do’.

The boycott begins

News of Rosa Parks’ arrest spread through the African American community and Alabama’s
NAACP President, ED Nixon, posted bail. He saw in Rosa’s arrest the opportunity to challenge bus
segregation.

The Women’s Political Council, led by Professor Jo Ann Robinson from the all-black Alabama
State College, began to organise a one-day bus boycott to coincide with Rosa Parks’ trial. In the
meantime, Montgomery’s black middle class — doctors, lawyers, academics and ministers — flocked to
the Dexter Baptist Church. Ministers agreed to deliver sermons to their congregations urging them
to support the boycott. Robinson printed and distributed thousands of leaflets. The boycott was not
planned to end bus segregation, but to
stop black passengers having to give
up their seats to white passengers. On
Monday 5 December 1955, 90 per cent
of African Americans who usually took
the bus carpooled, walked, drove or
even rode mules to work instead. Rosa

IV - LHeed ~
3

Alamy Stock Photo/World History Archive

Parks was found guilty of violating the
segregation law of the Montgomery
City code and fined $14.

Although bolstered by the success
of the one-day boycott, Nixon was
worried the protest would fizzle out
without strong leadership. A new
organisation - the Montgomery
Improvement Association (MIA) — was
formed and it was recommended that
Dr Martin Luther King Jr, a 27-year-old
Baptist preacher who had only recently
moved to the city, be approached to
lead the organisation. King accepted
the leadership of the MIA and at an
evening meeting urged participants
to support the boycott, preaching that

after years of brutal oppression ‘we

Rosa Parks

inferview SOURCE 3.2 Rosa Parks’ arrest photograph have no choice but to protest’.
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White backlash

Three days later, King tried to negotiate with the bus company, but it refused to budge. The city
council threatened legal action against black taxi drivers who undercharged black passengers.
A system of volunteer carpooling was developed around the city and the boycott continued. Soon
Montgomery retailers were suffering, with profits falling because black customers no longer travelled
downtown to shop. Fear and intimidation tactics were used against supporters of the boycott. Police
fined white women who drove their maids to and from home, and carpool drivers were harassed.
On 26 January 1956 King was arrested for speeding. Four days later homemade dynamite bombs
exploded at King’s and ED Nixon’s homes. King’s wife Coretta and their baby were home at the time,

but were not injured.

SOURCE 3.3 The background of segregation: in 1956 photographer Margaret Bourke-White travelled to Grenville, South
Carolina, to take a series of photographs entitled ‘The Background of Segregation’ for Life magazine. This photograph
shows a black maid preparing supper for a white family. Domestic service was the major form of employment for black
women, who worked in the houses of white families, cleaning, looking after children and cooking. In Montgomery the
local council pressured white women to sack their staff if they were involved in the bus boycott.

These tactics backfired spectacularly, with the attacks on King strengthening the resolve of African
Americans. When 1000 African Americans, some armed, congregated around King’s verandah after
the attacks, he urged them to ‘love their white brothers’ and told them that the boycotters were doing
God’s work. This display of love and Christian forgiveness, according to King’s biographer, made him
a key symbolic figure of the civil rights movement.

The city council tried to end the boycott by arresting 100 participants and charging them with
violating a 1921 law against hindering a business. Again this did not stop the protesters. Black
leaders, many of them ministers, including King, rushed into police stations surrendering willingly.
A photograph of King in gaol was beamed around the world as the bus boycott had become
international news, with hundreds of correspondents flocking to Montgomery. The arrest of the black
minister hardened the resolve of the people and on 25 February 1956, 2000 African Americans voted
to continue the boycott. Even the Ku Klux Klan’s (KKK’s) fear and intimidation tactics failed to end

Getty Images/Margaret Bourke-White
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Montgomery Bus
Boycott

Montgomery Bus
Boycott

civil disobedience
The refusal to

obey certain laws
using non-violent
techniques such

as boycotting and
protesting

the boycott. When a procession of white-robed KKK members slowly drove their cars through the
black areas of town in the dead of night, they were followed by a jeering crowd.

... the blacks learned a basic lesson that they applied over and again during the next ten years: white
repression could be turned to their advantage. In responding to harassment, arrests, bombings, and
indictments, the MIA demonstrated a sure-footed ability to retain both the tactical initiative and the
moral advantage.

A Fairclough, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000, Penguin, New York, 2001, pp. 232-3.

The boycott ends

The boycott at Montgomery had repercussions beyond the city. The MIA agreed to allow the NAACP
to challenge the legality of Rosa Parks’ arrest, as well as that of Claudia Colbert and two other women,
in the courts. The Browder v. Gayle case challenged the Jim Crow laws relating to segregated buses, just
as Brown v. Board of Education had challenged segregated schools. The case was heard in June 1956 in
the Federal Court and the ruling came through that bus segregation was unconstitutional.

However, it wasn’t until the Supreme Court confirmed the ruling in December 1956 that the
boycott ended and the MIA began celebrating. The boycott had lasted 381 days. On 21 December
1956 Martin Luther King Jr entered a bus by the front door and rode in it. The court’s decision was
not accepted with equanimity in Montgomery, however. Snipers fired at buses, a 5 p.m. curfew on
buses was imposed so workers were unable to travel home by bus, and black leaders” houses continued
to be bombed. As with the Brown v. Board of Education decision, many states chose to ignore the
ordinance and there were still shots fired at members of the MIA in Montgomery.

Significance of the boycott

The Montgomery Bus Boycott is recognised as a significant moment in the history of the civil rights
movement. [t was a well-organised and efficient home-grown southern protest that withstood many
attacks from white opposition. The protest drew international attention and catapulted Martin Luther
King Jr into the spotlight as a civil rights leader. The boycott drew sympathy from the North and put
the spotlight on racism in the South. It also highlighted non-violent resistance and civil disobedience
as methods of fighting for civil rights reform.

Civil disobedience and non-violent resistance

Civil disobedience is when people publicly, actively and deliberately break a law to which they are
morally opposed in order to bring about a change in public policy or the law. Civil disobedience has a
long history. American poet Henry David Thoreau coined the phrase in 1848 when he refused to pay a
poll tax to the government in protest against slavery. Mahatma Gandhi — leader of India’s independence
movement — protested against the tax on salt imposed by British rulers by leading a march of thousands
across India and making salt from seawater, which was illegal. Civil disobedience became a cornerstone of
the social movements from the 1980s.

The aim of non-violent resistance is to persuade an opponent of the merits of a particular point of view
without using physical force. Non-violent confrontation does not aim to make an opponent suffer; rather,
it shows the participant’s preparedness to suffer for a cause. Examples of non-violent resistance include
boycotts, sit-ins, hunger strikes, civil disobedience, strikes, street theatre and peaceful demonstrations.

Mahatma Gandhi used non-violent resistance in his battle against the British imperial rulers. Gandhi
called his approach satyagraha, meaning ‘truth force’: win over the heart and mind of your opponent.

Do not react to your opponent by swearing, resisting arrest, lashing out or retaliating. At all times show
love and goodwill.
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1 Briefly define the following terms:

a Civil disobedience

b Non-violence

c Satyagraha

d Boycott

How has civil disobedience been used to challenge governments and rulers throughout history?

As a class, discuss the benefits and limitations of non-violent forms of protest.

Non-violence

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

The Montgomery Bus Boycott is a famous example of non-violent resistance, but this was not the
first time the technique had been used in the fight for civil rights in the United States of America.
In 1942 African Americans James Farmer and Joe Guin established an interracial council, the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), along with four other white supporters. CORE was inspired by
Gandhi and sought to challenge segregation using non-violent resistance. CORE was based in the
North and most members were white, middle-class college students. It successfully ran campaigns
to desegregate public facilities in the North.

In 1947 eight white and eight black CORE members travelled to the South on a two-week ride
of reconciliation, testing a Supreme Court ruling banning segregation on interstate buses. Four of
the men were arrested. African Americans Bayard Rustin and Andrew Johnson were sentenced to
30 days on the chain gang, while two white men, Randal Worth and Igor Roodenko, were sentenced
to 90 days on the chain gang for ‘bringing your niggers with you to upset the customs of the South’. CORE
CORE also played a significant role in the civil rights movement during the 1960s.

@ Describe the position of black Americans in the city of Montgomery following the Civil War.

@ Create a flow chart outlining the key events of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, including its effect on
Montgomery and the wider civil rights movement.

©® Who was Martin Luther King Jr? Assess his contribution to the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
@ Outline the various ways in which white supremacists tried to challenge the protesters in Montgomery.
© How did the black community respond to the aggression directed at Dr King?

@ Explain how the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) also employed the principles of non-violence and
civil disobedience.

'The Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC)

During the Montgomery Bus Boycott, other clergymen across the South took on leadership roles in
civil rights movements in their communities. Bus boycott protests were organised in Florida, Alabama
and Georgia. King capitalised on this mood two years after the Montgomery Bus Boycott by calling
a meeting of black clergymen in Atlanta, Georgia, in January 1957. They formed the Conference on
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Transportation and Nonviolent Integration. A month later, at a conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
black ministers from the South met and formed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) and Martin Luther King Jr was elected president.

The SCLC called on African Americans to use non-violent resistance as a means of protest. King
argued that it was not a sign of weakness to refrain from fighting back against violence, but rather
a way of demonstrating courage. King drew upon his Christian beliefs and told the protesters they
should follow Jesus. He also studied non-violent techniques and Gandhian ideas, with help from two
members of CORE, Reverend Rusty M Smiley and Bayard Rustin.

Massive non-violent protests would, King came to believe, defeat segregation and bring about
social reform. The SCLC was criticised over the following years for its use of non-violence, which
resulted in white supremacists becoming violent towards civil rights protesters. The SCLC believed
that to achieve its goal of overturning the Jim Crow laws it had to ensure the federal government
intervened and applied the 14th and 15th amendments.

Home grown

While the NAACP and CORE evolved in the North, the SCLC was a southern organisation that grew out
of the black church, which had been an influential force in the black community since emancipation.
The SCLC was a hierarchical organisation whose power rested in the hands of its male leaders. In its
first three years of existence it achieved little. As discussed in Chapter 2, white southern resistance

scic to civil rights and desegregation hardened after the Brown v. Board of Education decision, with the
creation of White Citizens’ Councils and attempts to make it impossible for the NAACP to operate in
the South. It wasn’t until some young, black university students took an initiative that non-violent
resistance came to the fore.

DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR (1929-68)

Martin Luther King Jr was born in 1929 in Scott in Boston and they had two %’g

Atlanta, Georgla, a Jim Crow state in the Deep sons and a daughter. In 1954 Ve
South. His father was a Baptist minister who he became pastor at Dexter Z)
was politically active in the local African Avenue Baptist Church in g
American community and was well respected. Montgomery, Alabama where, é:

Known as ‘Daddy King’, Reverend Martin

Luther King Senior was an NAACP leader who
fought for black teachers to be paid wages By 1959 King was America’s
equal to those of white teachers in the 1930s. best known black leader. »
Martin Luther King Jr grew up in a loving, close, He travelled to Ghana for the Ty B
middle-class family. He attended all-black independence ceremonies in 1959 and

in 1955, he led the Montgomery
Bus Boycott.

Sany,

schools in Atlanta before studying theology at
Crozer Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania
with predominantly white students. He later
studied at Boston University and received his
Doctorate in 1953. He met and married Coretta

YA THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968

was invited to India as a guest of the Indian
Government in the same year. Between 1957
and 1968, he travelled more than 9 million
kilometres to speak at tens of thousands of
protests and civil rights demonstrations.
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Martin Luther .
; This comic book was produced in 1957 3
King and the ! p \

Montgomery | the Fellowship of Reconcilation AN \MARTIN I'E!“ER KING

(FOR), an anti-war organisation that was %\\ NS
Story formed in Britain during the First World k i
War. The United States chapter of FOR \\
started in 1915 and worked for labour rights
and against racism. Bayard Rustin was a FOR

activist who advised Martin Luther King Jr on
Gandhian techniques of non-violence during
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. The 14-page
comic book and the film Walk to Freedom were

produced to publicise non-violent techniques.
It is estimated that 250 000 copies of the
comic book were published. In 2008 it was
translated into Arabic and distributed in Egypt
by the American Islamic Congress.

Used with permission of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FORUSA.ORG)

1 What was the aim of the comic book and
the film Walk to Freedom? Who were the
target audience?

2 Why do you think the Fellowship of
Reconciliation chose to make a comic
book to help promote the principles of

non-violence? WALK TO FREEDOM VICTORY FOR JUSTICE
3 Discuss the perspective of the comic’s SOURCE 3.4 The cover of the 14-page comic book Martin
front cover. Luther King and the Montgomery Story

4 What evidence is there to suggest that this
comic book was a popular publication?

5 This comic book has been recently reprinted. If possible, find a copy and analyse its content

as a class. Evaluate its portrayal of the events in Montgomery discussed in this chapter. The Menigomery
ory

@ Create a mind map to summarise the key features of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
Include information regarding the group’s origins, message, structure, influence and any other issues
you see as important.

©® How did the SCLC mark a new chapter in the civil rights movement when compared with groups like the
NAACP and CORE?

© For Dr Martin Luther King Jr:
a Provide a brief outline of his upbringing.
b What was Dr King's educational background? How might this have influenced his message as a civil
rights leader?
¢ Outline some of the activities Dr King undertook to help organise and promote civil rights.

@ In pairs, conduct some more research into the life and work of Dr King. Create a small portfolio of 5-6
photographs and/or extracts from speeches he made that demonstrate his beliefs and his activity in this
period. Compare your collection with others in the class and evaluate your selections.
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In the North

Between 1940 and 1960, five million African Americans moved from the rural South to the
urban North and western cities in search of factory jobs and better opportunities. While they
escaped Jim Crow laws, they found the North had its own forms of racial discrimination with the

de facto_ de facto segregation of schools, housing and employment.

;Zg:;l;;:hat Historian Thomas J Sugrue describes how racial inequality was different in the North and
occurs in practice, South. There were no signs marking black and white facilities in the North, only some schools were
rather than by law

segregated by law and black voters weren’t disenfranchised. Despite this, blacks lived separate lives
as second-class citizens. A de facto segregation system excluded them from restaurants, swimming
pools, hotels and theatres. Sectors of the labour market were off limits to blacks. Sugrue writes,
‘as a result of the combined efforts of segregation, discrimination and substandard education they
remained over represented in the ranks of the unemployed and poor’. The segregation and racial
discrimination experienced by African Americans in the ‘free’ North has become a significant subject
for research, as have the movements within the North to fight for civil rights and equality. Education
was a battleground for civil rights in both the North and the South.

The Harlem Nine

Harlem in New York city was home to an African American community that had developed a vibrant
artistic and music scene. It was also a very poor area with overcrowded schools and slum housing.
In the 1950s, half of the housing in Harlem was deemed ‘unsound’. Laws did not segregate schools
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SOURCE 3.5 Harlem was a predominantly African American area by the 1920s, with black businesses, theatres and
churches. It was also the home of the civil rights movement in the North. Harlem was known for its vibrant music
and theatre scene and the sharp way its residents dressed. This photograph shows boxing champion Sugar Ray
Robinson, who owned a number of shops along 7th Avenue, posing in front of his pink Cadillac and two of his stores.
Sugar Ray was one of the first black sporting celebrities and businessmen.
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into black and white the way they did in the South. Despite this, 95 per cent of public schools in New
York were attended only by children of one race. Students were sent to neighbourhood schools and
white administrators from the school boards drew the borders and allocated students. The budgets
for schools were linked to property taxes so in areas where houses were expensive and residents paid
more rates, schools received more money. In New York, $20 per year was allocated to educate an
African American or migrant student, while $65 per year was allocated for each white student. This is
an example of de facto segregation, where the races were separated not by law but by circumstances
such as poverty.

The Parents Committee for Better Education in Harlem was formed in July 1957. The parents of
nine children refused to send their children to the local allocated junior high school because of the
poor quality of education and facilities. They argued they should be able to attend the white schools
they could walk to. The black press dubbed these families the ‘Harlem Nine’. The parents were taken
to court for illegally taking their children out of school. The protest extended to a 162-day boycott of
New York public schools by an estimated 10 000 parents. The parents eventually persuaded the school
boards to let their children attend white schools.

Harlem History

@ ' your own words, summarise the arguments of the historian Thomas Sugrue regarding the similarities
and differences in racial equality between the northern and southern states.

@ Describe the district of Harlem in New York in the 1950s and 60s.

© Explain how the case of the Harlem Nine demonstrated the growing influence of non-violence in the
civil rights movement.

'The Nation of Islam (NOI)

Civil rights groups such as CORE, SCLC and NAACP fought to integrate, or become a part of,
mainstream American society. They wanted African Americans to enjoy the same democratic freedoms
as other Americans and used the courts and peaceful protests to fight for these rights.

Another group prominent during the 1960s was the Nation of Islam (NOI), founded in 1930. Its
leader in 1959 was Elijah Muhammad, who was seen by his followers as a prophet or messenger of
God. Muhammad mixed traditional Islamic beliefs with his own and preached that the ‘original man’
was black and that white men were weak and degenerate; that they would only rule for 6000 years;
and that their time was almost up. Muhammad described the white man as a ‘devil’. The NOI followers
were also known as Black Muslims. They followed traditional Islamic practices. They didn’t gamble,
take drugs, drink or smoke and they were very devout.

Rather than integrate into white America, the NOI wanted to separate from white American
society and create a black community. The NOI was a black nationalist organisation. It built mosques
in northern cities; set up its own schools, businesses, restaurants and farms; and tried to create a
separate black economy. It preached self-discipline, personal pride and self-reliance. It called for the
creation of an all-black state in the United States and rejected integration and non-violence. New
members abandoned their ‘slave names’ (slaves were named by their owners) and took on new names.
For example, Malcolm Little (on page 56) became Malcolm X.

"You won't see me at the back of the bus’ (1955-60)

Nation of Islam

black nationalism

Black nationalism
was popularised in
the 1920s through
Marcus Garvey'’s
Universal Negro
Improvement
Society. Black
nationalists
promoted a separate
black identity

and economic,
social and political
structures. They
didn’t believe
African Americans
should assimilate
into white
mainstream society.
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MALCOLM X (1925_65) .................................................................................................. X ............

%
Malcolm Little was born in Omaha, Nebraska, Malcolm’s brothers joined the %,:.
in 1925. His father was a Baptist preacher and Nation of Islam and encouraged him 2
active supporter and organiser for Marcus to do so too. In 1948, while in prison, 2
Garvey'’s Negro Improvement Association, a he became a member of the NOI and

black nationalist group. His father was killed in wrote regularly to Elijah Muhammad,

what Malcolm believed was a white hate attack the movement'’s leader. He broke with

in 1931. His mother was institutionalised in his past in 1950 and abandoned his

an insane asylum in 1937 and he was made a
ward of the state and lived with foster families
and government institutions during his teen and that Islam was the black man’s religion.
years. Malcolm excelled at the white schools he In 1955, Malcolm X met Betty Sanders, who
attended in Michigan and had little interaction joined the NOI in 1956 and became Betty X.
with local black communities as he grew up. They married in 1958 and had six daughters.
He drifted into gambling, crime and drug use By the late 1950s, Malcolm X was the NOI's most
as a teenager. He was arrested in Boston for successful minister. He drew thousands of new
stealing jewellery from wealthy white families converts. He had a charismatic presence: he was
and served a seven-year sentence at the tall, handsome and always impeccably dressed.
Charlestown State Prison. Malcolm X has been described as one of

the most influential and controversial African

American activists of the 20th century.

‘slave name’, becoming Malcolm X. The NOI
preached black nationalism, black separatism

The Hate that Hate Produced

In the early 1950s the NOI's membership numbered in the hundreds, and by 1959 it had reached the
tens of thousands. Its membership was predominantly from northern urban areas. This increase is
largely attributed to the work of Malcolm X, who was an enthusiastic convert. He became leader of
Temple No. 7 and the very public face of the NOI movement.

The American public learnt about Malcolm X and the NOI via television in 1959 after a young,
black journalist called Louis Lomax told media personality Mike Wallace about the NOI. The
American broadcaster at CBS produced a five-part documentary called The Hate that Hate Produced.
The documentary sensationalised the NOI's anti-white message and presented Elijah Muhammad’s

followers as vengeful and violent. However, it also helped publicise the NOI and attracted more
believers.

What are they saying?

Tonight we begin a five part series which we call ‘The Hate that Hate Produced’; a story of the rise
of Black Racism, of a call for black supremacy among a growing segment of American Negroes.
While city officials, state agencies, white liberals and sober-minded Negroes stand idly by, a group of
Negro dissenters are taking to street corner step ladders, church pulpits, sports arenas and ballroom
platforms across the nation to preach the gospel of hate that would set off a federal investigation if it

were to be preached by southern whites. What are they saying?
Listen—

‘I charge the white man with being the greatest liar on earth. | charge the white man with being the
greatest drunkard on earth. | charge the white man with being the greatest ... on earth ... | charge the

) ) white man ... with being the greatest murderer on earth ..."
The Hate that
Hate Produced Malcolm X FBI file, Memo, New York Office, 16 July 1959.
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@ \What were the core ideas of black nationalism?
©® Explain how these ideas differ to the views of groups like the NAACP, CORE and the SCLC?
e Outline the main beliefs of the Nation of Islam and its founder, Elijah Muhammad.

@ \Who was Malcolm X and what were his views regarding African-Americans?

More than a hamburger

Young, middle-class African Americans in the South were impatient for change. They were children
when the Brown v. Board of Education ruling was made, but four years on, schools and universities
remained segregated and the white and coloured signs were still displayed across the South. Inspired
by Martin Luther King Jr and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, black and white students attended non-
violent action workshops run by CORE and took the skills they learnt back to their own communities.

In Marion, South Carolina, an ice-cream stall was desegregated. Youth marchers brought thousands
of students into the streets of Washington DC to protest school segregation. In Miami, Florida, there
were protests to desegregate the beaches, and in Oklahoma City students occupied white-only lunch
counters in five stores until the owners desegregated them. These protests were scattered. It wasn't
until the 1960s in Greensboro, North Carolina, that a nationwide movement was born.

Bar and Grill
African American artist Jacob Lawrence painted Bar and Grill soon after arriving in New Orleans, where
restaurants and bars were segregated. Lawrence grew up in Harlem, New York, the son of southerners
who had migrated to the North. His first major exhibition opened the day the Second World War was
declared and he was drafted into the coastguard as a steward. During his service in the United States
and Europe, Lawrence continued to paint, inspired by the colours of Harlem.

Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, DC / Art Resource, NY

SOURCE 3.6 Bar and Grill (1941) by Jacob Lawrence (1917-2000). Gouache on paper, -
42.5 cm % 57.8 cm, Smithsonian American Art Museum
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Closely examine Jacob Lawrence’s painting Bar and Grill and answer the following questions:

1 Who was Jacob Lawrence?

2 Where was Lawrence when he produced this painting?

3 The left side of this painting obviously depicts the ‘white’ side of a bar. Make a list of everything
Lawrence has included in this part of the image.

4 The right side of the painting obviously depicts the ‘black’ side of the bar. Make a list of everything
Lawrence has included in this part of the image.

5 What do you think Lawrence’s purpose in creating this painting might have been?

6 Research other paintings by Lawrence that include themes relating to racial inequality in the United

States. What do they add to his portrayal of the lives of African-Americans? To what extent do you
think his work fairly portrays these issues?

The Greensboro sit-ins

African Americans could shop and buy take-away food at the FW Woolworth store in Greensboro,
North Carolina, but they were not permitted to sit at the lunch counter to eat. The lunch counter
was reserved for white customers. When Ezell Blair Jr, Joseph McNeil, Franklin McCain and David
Richmond - four first-year students from the North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College — sat
down at the counter on Monday 1 February 1960, they were told, ‘Sorry, we don't serve coloured
here’. They produced receipts for goods they had bought in the store and said if their money was good
elsewhere, it should also be good at the lunch counter. The store manager advised the staff to ignore
them and the first day of the sit-in ended quietly.

Greensboro was a vibrant city with five universities — two black and three white — and therefore
had a large, progressive student population that was aware of political ideas and civil rights. Ralph
Johns, a white clothing store merchant and NAACP member, was friends with the four students and
had encouraged them to protest. Word of the sit-in soon spread around the campuses and the African
American community. On the second day of the sit-in, 16 studentsjoined in. On the Thursday, another
64 students occupied most of the 65 seats. The protesters included four white female students from
the Women’s College. By Friday 300 students, working in shifts, occupied the lunch counter. By then
the sit-in had also extended to other stores in Greensboro.

Do not

John Lewis was the son of poor sharecroppers from Alabama. As a
student at Fisk University, Nashville, he attended non-violence
workshops run by the Reverend James Lawson, a member of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). One month after the Greensboro
Woolworth sit-in, Lewis and other Fisk students began a sit-in at
the Nashville Woolworth lunch counters. Lewis wrote this list of
instructions for participants of the sit-in.

DO NOT

1 Strike back nor curse if abused.
Laugh out.
Hold conversations with floor walker.
Leave your seat until your leader has given you permission to do so.
Block entrances to stores outside nor the aisles inside.

SOURCE 3.7 John Lewis (1940-)

a b~ w N
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DO
Show yourself friendly and courteous at all times.
Sit straight; always face the counter.
Report all serious incidents to your leader.
Refer information seekers to your leader in a polite manner.
Remember the teachings of Jesus Christ, Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King. Love and
non-violence is the way.
From J Lewis with M D'Orso, Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement, Harcourt & Company, New York, 1998, p. 98.

g w N =

By the second week at Greensboro, the sit-in participants were being heckled, spat on, and in one
case a black protester had his coat set alight. Through all this the protesters maintained their non-
violent strategies: not responding to abuse, refusing to move and not hitting back. The students read and
studied quietly. The Greensboro sit-ins were receiving national and international attention by this stage.
In the North, CORE members picketed Woolworth stores in solidarity with the Greensboro protesters
and went to white suburbs, where they tested racial discrimination in restaurants and bowling alleys.

The demonstration stopped briefly for negotiation, but the white management refused to change
the status quo. Forty-five students were arrested for trespassing, which resulted in a boycott of
variety stores across the city. Retail profits were down by one-third and the six-month protest cost
Woolworth $200000. Reluctantly, Greensboro’s white leaders gave in and on 25 July 1960 three
African American Woolworth staff sat down and had a cup of coffee at the lunch counter.

Wade-ins, play-ins, pray-ins

Greensboro inspired similar protests by students across the South. By April 1960 more than 65

communities were protesting against Jim Crow laws and 2000 students had been arrested. It was

AAP Image/AP/ackson Daily Nes
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SOURCE 3.8 The sit-ins continued beyond 1960. One of the most violent sit-ins took place at the Woolworth lunch
counter in Jackson, Mississippi on 28 May 1963. This photograph shows Tougaloo College professor John Salter with
students Joan Trumpauer and Anne Moody, surrounded by a jeering and abusive crowd of segregationists. The sit-in
lasted more than three hours and the protesters were subjected to beatings.
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Diane Nash

estimated that by August 1961, 70000 blacks and whites had participated in sit-ins and 3000 had
been arrested. These sit-ins were often spontaneous and were led by students, frequently without
the approval of their parents. Soon, however, parents and others joined the sit-ins. Black, and some
white, students demonstrated against segregated libraries, parks, churches, movie theatres, beaches,
schools, swimming pools and shops.

Some non-violent protests were met with violence, especially in the Deep South. Demonstrators
were knifed, flogged, and in one instance the initials KKK were carved into a demonstrator’s skin.
Acid was thrown in the face of an Atlanta civil rights leader. In Jackson, Mississippi, fire hoses and
dogs were used against demonstrators, many of them children. In Orangeburg, South Carolina, in
April 1960, students initiated sit-ins to protest against segregated lunch counters at the Kress store.
A silent march of 1000 demonstrators into the city centre was stopped when police, firefighters and
state troopers fired high-pressure hoses and tear gas into the march. The gaol was not big enough to
house the 400 students, so they were herded into stockades at gunpoint. Lunch counters remained
segregated in Orangeburg.

(1938-) Diane Nash grew up in a middle-class Catholic family from Chicago and was the daughter of a Second

m THE AMERICAN CI

World War veteran. She became involved in the civil rights movement in Nashville, Tennessee, when she
was a 20-year-old student at Fisk University. Nash trained in non-violent techniques with Reverend
James Lawson. Her first non-violent protest was participating in the sit-ins at the Nashville Woolworth
store, which were organised by the Nashville Civil Leadership Council. She became a leader in the civil
rights movement and worked closely with Martin Luther King Jr.

Interview in The New Negro

£ In September, 1959, | came to Nashville as a student

at Fisk University. This was the first time that | had
been as far south as Tennessee; therefore, it was
the first time that | had encountered the blatant
segregation that exists in the South. | came then to
see the community in sin. Seeing signs designating
“white” or “colored”, being told, “We don’t serve
niggers in here” ... “Go around to the back door where
you belong” had tremendous psychological impact on
me. To begin with, | didn’t agree with the premise that
| was inferior, and | had a difhicult time complying with
it. | felt stifled and boxed in since so many areas of
living were restricted. The Negro in the South is told
constantly, “You can’t sit here. You can’t work there.”
... Segregation encompasses city parks, swimming
pools and recreational facilities. Oppression extends
to every area of life.

Failure to comply with these oppressions results
in beatings, in house-burnings, ... and economic
reprisals ... ¥

Getty Images/Afro Newspaper/Gado

Diane Nash, quoted in MH Ahmann (ed.), The New Negro,
Notre Dame: Fides, 1961.

Diane Nash went on to participate in sit-ins, where protesters were routinely beaten and abused. She was,

along with 149 other student protesters, arrested and gaoled. The students were found guilty of disorderly
conduct and fined $50, which they refused to pay. Instead they served 30 days in the county gaol.

VIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968

->

9780170410144



9780170410144

->

k ... over the next few months | would really
experience segregation; that | would see raw
hatred; that | would see my friends beaten:
that | would be a convict several times ... | was
also unaware that | would begin to feel part of
a group of people suddenly proud to be called
“black”... At one time to have been called “nigger”
was a gross insult and hurt keenly. Within the
movement, however, we came to a realization of

AMRICAN EXPERIENCE FILMS Q=

—FREENOM RIDERS
Hgﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂlllﬂ

COULD YOU GET ON THE BUS?
PREMIERING MAY 16th, 2011 on PBS

our own worth. We began to see our role and our ’ '
responsibility to our country and to our fellow men. v
Through the unity and purposefulness of the

experience of the Nashville Negro, there was born ~ SOURCE 39 Diane Nash, speaking about the 2011
documentary that told the story of the civil

rights movement and the Freedom Riders

a new awareness of himself as an individual.

There was also born, on the part of whites, a
new understanding and awareness of the Negro as
a person to be considered and respected.

Diane Nash, quoted in MH Ahmann (ed.), The New Negro, Notre Dame: Fides, 1961.

The Nashville sit-ins took place from February to May 1960. On 19 April 1960, the home of Alexander
Looby, one of the lawyers defending the students, was fire bombed. Later that same day 4000

demonstrators marched to Mayor West’s office, where Diane Nash asked him whether it was fair that

black students could buy goods at stores but couldn’t eat there. Mayor West agreed that it was not fair.

Consequently, six Nashville lunch counters were desegregated in May 1960.

QUESTIONS

Describe Diane Nash’s background and her path to involvement with the civil rights movement.

Identify examples of the following discriminatory behaviour Diane Nash claims to have witnessed in the

South:

a \Verbal abuse

b Physical abuse

¢ Legal discrimination

According to Diane Nash, how did discrimination and aggression begin to strengthen the black community?
As a class:

a  Watch relevant sections of the 2011 documentary Freedom Riders (PBS). How does this add to your
knowledge of the events discussed by Nash?

b Discuss the case of Diane Nash. Why do you think a young woman from a middle-class family
might be inspired to act in the way she did? How important were individuals like Nash to the
growing civil rights movement?

Getty Images/Frederick M. Brown

@ Provide a brief summary of the main events of the Greensboro sit-in.

@ Examine the ‘instructions’ issued to the Greensboro sit-in participants, written by John Lewis:

a

What do they reveal about the strategies used by the participants?

b Why might instructions like these have been important to the success of the protest?

© What evidence is there to suggest that the Greensboro sit-in inspired others in the South?
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'The Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC)

The university students revitalised the civil rights movement, inspiring and sometimes shaming
their parents’ generation into becoming involved. Ella Baker, a 57-year-old veteran of the US civil
rights movement, recognised the potential of these committed young people and urged them to
create their own organisation to coordinate the sit-ins. She persuaded the SCLC to appropriate $800
for a conference of youth leaders. Baker thought the NAACP and the SCLC were too cautious in their
approach to civil rights.

At the conference in April 1960, she urged the 200 delegates to set up an organisation where
the group as a whole (a consensus model), rather than one leader, would make the decisions. It
was important that the members were united in their purpose as the work they planned to do was
dangerous. The Temporary Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee was established and a
statement of purpose was adopted with non-violence and Christian love as its guiding principles.
An office was established in Atlanta, and Marion Barry, a native Mississippian and future mayor of
Washington DC, was elected as the organisation’s first chairperson.

Through nonviolence, courage displaces fear; love transforms hate. Acceptance dissipates prejudice;
hope ends despair. Peace dominates war; faith reconciles doubt ... By appealing to conscience and
standing on the moral nature of human existence, nonviolence nurtures the atmosphere in which
reconciliation and justice become actual possibilities.

SNCC Statement of Purpose, April 1960.

‘Temporary” was dropped from the title of the organisation in October 1960 and the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was created. Diane Nash and Reverend James Lawson
were two of the founding
members of the SNCC. They
left their university studies
and committed themselves
full time to the cause. The
SNCC was uncompromising. It
demanded full racial equality
and was determined to win in
the streets through non-violent
protest. It was given a budget
to send fieldworkers into the

South. Three-quarters of these
SOURCE 3.10 The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was

an interracial organisation when it was founded. These two badges, produced
by the Committee, visually convey the organisation’s aim of racial equality. years of age.

fieldworkers were under 20

62

o What was the main aim of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)?
@ Outline the range of activities the SNCC began to coordinate to promote racial equality.

©® Examine Source 3.10. Explain how the SNCC's badges conveyed the organisation’s message.
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Conclusion

The success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott led to non-violence being adopted as a strategy by the
civil rights movement in its fight against the Jim Crow laws. During this campaign, Martin Luther
King Jr emerged as a leader. The SNCC and university students who began staging sit-ins across the
South to desegregate lunch counters and other public spaces became a new force in the civil rights
movement in 1960.

In the North, Malcolm X of the Nation of Islam preached a different view of race relations.
He argued that rather than integrate, African Americans should set up their own society and a

black nation.

Chapter summary

In the aftermath of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, initiated by the defiance of Rosa Parks,
non-violence became the method of protest used by the civil rights movement in America.
Martin Luther King Jr emerged as an inspirational leader during this campaign.

New civil rights organisations committed to non-violence, including the SCLC and the SNCC,
arose in the South during the late 1950s.

Sit-ins and economic boycotts organised by university students in the South helped desegregate
lunch counters and businesses in some cities and towns.

There was still strong white resistance to desegregation in the Deep South.

In the northern cities, African Americans experienced discrimination and de-facto segregation.
The Nation of Islam preached black nationalism and a form of anti-white politics which was in
contrast to the desegregation message promoted by the mainstream civil rights movement.

Further resources

 Eyes on the Prize, Episode 1: ‘Awakenings’ (1954-56); Episode 2: ‘Fighting back’ (1957-62);
Episode 3: ‘Ain’t scared of your jails’ (1960-61), PBS, 1987.

o February One: The Story of the 1960 Greensboro Sit-in, PBS, 2010.

o Fairclough, A, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000, Penguin, New York, 2001.

« Sitkoff, H, The Struggle for Black Equality, Hill and Wang, New York, 2008.
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Prepare a detailed comparison of Martin Luther King Jr and Malcolm X. You may wish to set your ideas
out in a table, diagram or written piece. It should include information on the background, education,
beliefs and values, activity, influence and any other issues you regard as important.

Compile a list of the main methods used by individuals and groups within the civil rights movement:
a Provide a brief summary of how each of the methods was used.
b Evaluate the methods. Which seem to be most successful?

Assess the significance of the Montgomery Bus Boycott to the civil rights movement.

Select one individual or group from the following list and use a site such as Piktochart to create an
infographic outlining their beliefs and action within the civil rights movement up to 1940:
e NAACP

¢ RCNL
e CORE
e SCLC
e SNCC

e Another group of your choosing

Construct an extended response to one or more of the following questions:

a Assess the impact of legal changes to racial equality in the United States up to the early 1960s.

b Evaluate the influence of the principles of non-violence on the development of the civil rights
movement up to the early 1940s.

¢ How successful was opposition to the civil rights movement in limiting the progress of racial equality
in the United States up to the early 1960s?

d To what extent could the lives of African Americans be considered to have improved by the early
1960s?

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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In this chapter, students will examine the
key features of the civil rights movement
in the early 1960s.

Aspects to be covered include:

various strategies used to campaign
for civil rights

the similarities and differences
between significant leaders including
Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X

ongoing opposition to the civil rights
movement

the Freedom Rides
the confrontation at Birmingham

the role of President John F. Kennedy.

1961: ‘Out of Order’ sign pasted to window
for segregated waiting room marked ‘Colored
Waiting Room Intrastate Passengers’ in

Mississippi or Alabama.




Introduction

The sit-in movement helped to revitalise the civil rights movement. The Congress for Racial Equality

(CORE) initiated a non-violent protest to desegregate interstate bus travel in what became known

as the Freedom Rides. This, and other forms of non-violent protest, was met by strong resistance in
the Deep South from the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) and other white supremacists. President JF Kennedy
and the federal government were reluctant to act against southern states, and violence continued.

The most violent confrontation was in Birmingham, Alabama, in the ‘C for Confrontation’ march of
1963, led by Martin Luther King Jr. This chapter examines the years from 1961 to 1963.

Freedom rides to Birmingham
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September

]963 ® 3 April

The CORE Journey of
Reconciliation

The first Freedom
Riders left
Washington, DC

A Freedom Riders’
bus exploded outside
Anniston; Freedom
Riders were beaten
in Montgomery

The SNCC resumed
Freedom Rides

Riots erupted over
the admission of
James Meredith

to the University
of Mississippi;
President Kennedy
sent in federal
troops to enforce
federal law

The Birmingham
‘C for Confrontation’
campaign began
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SOURCE 41 Map of locations mentioned in this chapter

Riding the bus to freedom

If you travelled through the United States of America in the 1950s and early 1960s, you most likely
travelled by Greyhound or Trailways interstate buses. Travelling into the South, passengers were

confronted by Jim Crow laws. Black passengers sat in different parts of the bus from white passengers

and weren’t allowed to share seats with whites or to face whites. At the terminals there were signs for

whites and signs for coloureds. The restrooms, waiting rooms and restaurants were segregated, with

the black facilities being of a much poorer standard.

The segregation of interstate travel had been deemed unconstitutional in the Supreme Court’s
Morgan v. Virginia decision in 1946. Despite this, interstate travel remained segregated in the Deep
South, with signs still prominently displayed.
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The Committee for Racial Equality
(CORE) had challenged interstate
travel segregation in the Journey of
Reconciliation in 1947. Eight blacks and
eight whites travelled through the states
of Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia
and Kentucky for 15 days on interstate
buses to publicise the Morgan decision.
It received little publicity at the time.
James Farmer had been appointed
as CORE'’s new national director in 1961
and was looking for a strategy to revive
the organisation. Inspired by the sit-in
movement, he called for a new attack on
Jim Crow laws in the South and decided
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Freedom Riders

The first Freedom Ride was planned for
May 1961 and CORE carefully selected  bus travel.

the 18 participants. Only experienced

civil rights protesters were considered for this dangerous assignment, as the planned route was to
take the riders into the most racist states in the United States. The 18 members of the CORE Freedom
Ride — 12 black and six white — came from a wide variety of backgrounds and were of different ages.
They included a 28-year-old white stockbroker, Genevieve Hughes, who had given up her Wall Street
career to fight for civil rights; a 61-year-old white retired professor who had worked in the United
Nations in post-war Europe; Jimmy McDonald, a 29-year-old black folk singer from New York City;
a Korean war veteran; a 19-year-old black university student who had picked cotton as a child in
Georgia; and two white ordained ministers.

The Freedom Riders met at the beginning of May 1961 for three days of intense training in
non-violence. They role-played ‘socio-dramas’. They role-played how they would challenge segregation
at white or black only facilities. They screamed abuse at each other, threw each other to the floor,
called each other racist names, threw drinks and food at each other and spat at each other. They
practised what they would say when they were arrested. They were testing each other. Could they hold
their tempers? Could they respond to violence without violence?

CHAPTER 4

‘A change is gonna come’: The Freedom Rides (1961-63)

SOURCE 4.2 Interstate bus travel was in competition with the car by the 1960s. Advertising
posters such as this one promoted the glamour, comfort and stress-free experience of
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The Freedom Rides, May 1961

4 MAY: LEAVE WASHINGTON DC

Twelve Freedom Riders — two women and
10 men — were divided into two groups,
travelling on different buses. Three
journalists accompanied the riders.

8-9 MAY: CHARLOTTE,
NORTH CAROLINA

Joseph Persons was arrested for asking
for a shoe-shine at a whites-only stand.

He spent two days in gaol.

10 MAY: ROCK HILL,
SOUTH CAROLINA

White men attacked John Lewis,

Al Bigelow and Genevieve Hughes when
they tried to use a white waiting room

at the terminal.

13-14 MAY: ATLANTA, GEORGIA

The Freedom Riders arrived and were
given a welcome reception attended by
Martin Luther King Jr, who advised them
not to head into the Deep South and

confront the KKK.

14 MAY: ANNISTON, ALABAMA

A screaming mob of 50 white

supremacists attacked the bus with

® New Orleans

0 150 300

—
|
1 -
T
—-="~ |
(oo .
[ \ 7
N b \ \ 1
\/ 9 '_-‘—T—_ ‘\ S,
14
< ll ll 3 <7
\ 1 N T \'
\ 1 ,11__—\—:,..( o \
'l 'l o l./ ’;\ b o)
‘l ll"\ K Wash:r:g’!ion DC »
Y ( T R ) s Richmond
N y v T Lynchburg
‘ /7 r \ 7
i 4 b N o Petersburg
N __r R _ 2
~ s A -
S NIRGINIA @ Parville
oS eZ-=m5T T
O ———
e =TT NORTH CAROLINA _® Durham
24 @ Chattie
/ - ~
2____-7 ————— V\—_J— ~. Winnsboro
¢ :Birmingham\ Atlanta SQL\JT AROLINA
MISSISSIPPI Anniston  Augusta®~,
$ ! IS
\ | \ \
_.ll Jackson 1 \L GEORGIA\
s i Montgomery
/“ \ ALABAMA! Freedom
J 3 P N - v Ride route
boo=ss \
LOUISPANA'

Kilometres

450 $

SOURCE 4.3 The route taken on the CORE Freedom Ride

crowbars, slashing tyres and denting the bus when it arrived at the Greyhound terminal. The police made

no arrests and gestured for the bus to leave.

The bus travelled slowly along the highway, followed by a convoy of trucks and cars filled with angry
white men. The bus pulled over a few kilometres out of town and the Freedom Riders found themselves
again surrounded by a screaming mob. The bus was firebombed. The riders escaped through the windows
and lay choking on the grass. One of two highway patrolmen fired his gun to let the Klan know it was
all over. Some riders were hospitalised. A fleet of cars picked them up and took them to Birmingham,

Alabama.

Two hours later, a Trailways bus with the second group of Freedom Riders arrived at Anniston. The
Klan boarded the bus and started beating up the riders, who refused to move to the blacks-only part

of the bus.
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14 MAY: BIRMINGHAM,
ALABAMA

The Trailways bus arrived

at Birmingham and the
injured riders walked into
the whites-only restaurant.
They were beaten with iron
bars, fists and baseball bats.
Reporters and journalists
were also attacked and
their cameras and radio
equipment smashed.

‘Kill the Nigger’ was
heard through the terminal.
No bus was prepared to
take the riders any further.
President Kennedy'’s advisor
then intervened.

15 MAY: NEW ORLEANS,
LOUISIANA

The Freedom Riders arrived
in New Orleans on a flight
charted by the Justice
Department.

17 MAY: NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE

Diane Nash from SNCC
contacted James Farmer

and told him the SNCC was
prepared to resume the
Freedom Ride immediately.
A Freedom Ride Coordinating
Committee was formed
between CORE, SCLC and
SNCC. They ignored a call
from Robert Kennedy, the
attorney-general and brother
of President Kennedy, for a
cooling-off period. James
Farmer retorted, ‘We've been
cooling off for a hundred
years. If we got any cooler,
we'd be in the deep freeze'.

SOURCE 45 The Anniston firebombing of

AAP Image/AP/Montgomery Advertiser

SOURCE 44 Freedom Riders were instructed to dress formally and neatly,
looking as respectable as they could. The men wore suits, ties and polished
shoes. The women wore dresses, high heels and groomed hair.

AAP Image/AP

a Freedom Ride bus
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20 MAY: MONTGOMERY,
ALABAMA

Twenty-two new Freedom

Riders arrived in Montgomery.

They were all university
students aged between 18
and 22. There were eight
women and 14 men, and
four of the riders were

white. Police escorted them
to the Montgomery city
limits. Robert Kennedy had
extracted a promise from
Governor Pattinson that the
riders would be protected
from mob violence. However,
they were attacked with
baseball bats and lead pipes.
A crowd of more than 1000
had congregated.

21 MAY: MONTGOMERY,
ALABAMA

A mass meeting was held at
the Montgomery First Baptist
Church with Martin Luther
King Jr speaking about the
Freedom Rides. A white

mob surrounded the church
and began throwing stones,
bottles, stench bombs and
firebombs into the church.
Armed federal marshals flown
into Alabama by the Justice
Department lobbed tear gas
into the crowd to disperse
them. The people in the
church were forced to spend
the night there before they
were safely escorted out.

SOURCE 4.6 John Lewis (left) and Jim Zwerg, splattered with blood after
being beaten with baseball bats at Montgomery bus terminal. Zwerg was

a theology student from an all-white town in Wisconsin. He first became
interested in civil rights when he saw how his black roommate at Beloit
University in the South was treated. At the Montgomery bus station, two
men held his head while others took turns to punch him. He was diagnosed
with a broken back five days later.

SOURCE 47 National guards protect Freedom Riders from attacks by white
supremacists. The Freedom Riders were arrested and charged as soon as
they got off the bus and tried to use segregated facilities.

24 MAY: JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

The violence embarrassed President Kennedy, who was preparing for a meeting with Soviet Premier

Khrushchev in June. He came to an agreement with the Mississippi government not to intervene in the

arrest of the Freedom Riders, as long as they were protected from mob violence. Freedom Riders were

guarded by national guards and then arrested when they arrived in Jackson. Charged with trespass, they

refused to pay a fine and instead were put in the county gaol.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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SOURCE 4.8 In 1958, the state of Mississippi set up the State Sovereignty Commission. A former FBI agent

assigned a group of informants to spy on civil rights activists and report back to the commission. When the

Freedom Riders were arrested, their details and photos were taken for the commission. These are mug shots of o
Freedom Riders Stokely Carmichael, Margaret Leonard, Kredelle Petway and Paul Green. rides

-------------------------------------------------------- |
Democratic nominee John Fitzgerald Kennedy was winning the Cold War was the %
elected as the 35th President of the United States most important aim of the E
of America in 1961. The first Catholic to be elected United States. He was primarily 5
President, Kennedy was born into a wealthy interested in foreign policy and
Boston family that had little experience of African scientific advancement such as
American life. He was 43 when elected. President the space race. Civil rights issues
Kennedy made a major effort to increase black were recognised as a US problem,
voter registration before his election campaign but not one he was committed to
and helped secure the release of Martin Luther acting decisively on at the beginning of
KingJr from gaol in Atlanta. He appointed African his presidency. Civil rights legislation had the
Americans to government posts and his brother potential of dividing the Democratic Party into two

Robert chaired the Equal Opportunity Commission groups: those who supported such legislation, and
to oversee the government agency hiring of African those who were opposed to it. This would cause
Americans. This suggested he would support him electoral damage.

civil rights reform. Kennedy, however, believed

Parchman

Despite the violence, mob attacks, arrests and possibility of injury, Freedom Riders continued to come
to the South to challenge segregation. They were automatically arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, at the
end of their journey. Once the county gaols began to fill, they were sent to the maximum security wing
of the notorious Mississippi State Penitentiary prison farm, known as Parchman.

Freedom Rider William Mahoney described the conditions in Parchman during an interview on
his release:

... we slept on large bags of cotton and were locked in small, dirty, blood-splattered, roach-infested

cells. Days were passed in the hot, overcrowded dining room playing cards, reading and singing ...

CHAPTER 4
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One month into the arrests, the guards were sick of the choruses of freedom songs and took away
the inmates’ mattresses and flyscreens, forcing them to sleep on the concrete floors. Another time,
six men were thrown into solitary confinement in the six-by-six hot boxes for singing freedom songs
too loudly. Cattle prods were used to make new prisoners strip. Wrist breakers were used and beatings
were routine for those black prisoners who refused to call the guards ‘sir’.

The conditions in Parchman failed to break the spirits of the Freedom Riders. The prison became a
training ground for activists, and many young people who participated in the ride went on to become
pivotal figures in the civil rights movement.

Freedom songs

Singing was a form of non-violent protest. Freedom songs included black spirituals, folk songs and newly
created songs. Some had their roots in songs sung by slaves on plantations and in black churches. They were
songs of hope, of freedom and of struggle. They acted to unify during non-violent protest, such as marches,
pickets, freedom rides, boycotts and sit-ins. The lyrics of freedom songs were customised to reflect incidents,
individuals, places and names that formed part of the protests. The black spiritual ‘woke up this morning with
my mind stayed on Jesus’ became ‘woke up this morning with my mind stayed on freedom’.

The titles of the songs give an idea of their message. Some of the well-known songs included:

e 'Eyes on the prize’

e 'We shall overcome’

e ’If you miss me at the back of the bus’
e ’'Get your rights, Jack’

e 'Oh freedom’

e 'Ain't gonna let nobody turn me round’
e 'People get ready’.

Freedom songs communicated a political message and were a means of spreading an awareness of
the cause. The SNCC Freedom Singers and the CORE Freedom Singers performed at university campuses
across the United States, not only singing, but telling stories about the movement and raising funds.
White folk artists of the 1960s, such as Bob Dylan, Peter Seeger, Phil Ochs, Joan Baez and Janis lan,
wrote freedom songs that demonstrated a unity with the civil rights cause. These folk songs helped create
popular support for civil rights.

One of the best known protest songs written by an African
American artist was ‘A change is gonna come’ by R&B singer
Sam Cooke. He usually wrote light-hearted pop songs, but his
experience of being arrested in Louisiana for registering in a
whites-only hotel was said to have inspired the song. Recorded
in 1963 and released in 1964, it became popular within the
black community. In 2005 it was rated as number 5 on the ‘Most
influential songs of all time’ list by Rolling Stone magazine.

Letters, diaries and memoirs of the men and women

who were part of the civil rights movement often describe .
the empowering experience of singing. Bernice Reagon was LI R ftuselry S Sl (R

p g exp ging 9
arrested and gaoled during the desegregation protests in
Albany, Georgia, in 1961. In an interview in 1979 she said:

In jail the songs kept us together . . . | was in jail with about sixty women, and there were teachers

there, and educated people, a few people who had been drunk in Harlem and justran . . .

So there was a real class difference between the Black women in jail, and music had a lot to do
with breaking down those things because there were several women in there who could lead songs,
of different ages, and everybody would back everybody up. It was the first time | led songs and felt
totally backed up by a group of Blacks . . .

There was a sense of power, in a place where you didn't feel you had any power . . .
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QUESTIONS

1 In pairs or small groups:
a Find the lyrics to one of the ‘freedom songs’ mentioned.

b Analyse the lyrics and explain how the writer represents the lives of African Americans, Change
Gonna Come

discrimination, the civil rights movement and the future for black people.
¢ Share your findings with the class and listen to some of the original recordings.

2 Using the ideas provided by Bernice Reagon and other information you have gathered, explain how

these songs were used by the black community to help develop a sense of purpose and solidarity. Pt
ivil rights
and music

Victory

The Freedom Riders created a crisis and forced the US Government to act immediately rather than take
the gradualist approach to civil rights. The Justice Department petitioned the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC) - the regulatory body for interstate transport — to end racial discrimination. On
22 September 1961 the ICC announced its findings, ruling that racial discrimination was prohibited.
The Freedom Riders continued their journey, testing the new ruling, over the winter of 1961 to 1962.
Not surprisingly, Mississippi was the most reluctant state to comply and it challenged the ruling —
unsuccessfully — in the Supreme Court.

The Freedom Rides built upon the successful non-violent sit-in movement. The movement
attracted supporters from across the United States and enlisted whites and non-southerners to the
civil rights cause. New leaders emerged from this movement and CORE and SNCC became more
significant organisations, at times causing rivalry within the more traditional NAACP and SCLC.

@ \What was the main aim of the Freedom Rides?
How did the first Freedom Riders prepare for their journey?
J Yy
© Describe the events that took place during the Freedom Rides in 1961.

@ \Why did President John F Kennedy refuse to intervene too much in the events surrounding the
Freedom Rides?

© How were the Freedom Riders treated when they were arrested and how did this affect many individuals
arrested?

@ Evaluate the contribution of the Freedom Rides to civil rights in the United States.

9780170410144

James Meredith at Ole Miss

James Meredith was born seventh of 13 children in
rural Mississippi. He enlisted in the air force in 1951
and served nine years, including a stint in Japan,
before enrolling at the all-black Jackson University.
Meredith applied to the all-white University of
Mississippi (known as Ole Miss) in 1961, but was
rejected. Ole Miss is located on the outskirts of the
town of Oxford. It was the most prestigious university

Getty Images/Hulton Archive

SOURCE 410 James

in Mississippi and had never enrolled a black person. :’S\:;ife';hi :te ;ng
After a lengthy legal battle run by the NAACP, the Ole Miss
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university’s segregation policy was overturned and Ole Miss was forced to accept Meredith as a
student. Robert Kennedy tried to negotiate with Governor Ross Barnett to obey the federal ruling
and protect Meredith from violence. Barnett, however, had promised the voters of Mississippi that
no school in his state would ever be integrated.

Federal officials escorted Meredith into Ole Miss on 30 September 1962, where he enrolled.
Southern radio stations broadcast messages to their audiences warning of a federal ‘invasion’.

Carloads of demonstrators arrived in Oxford and began belting federal marshals with bottles,
bricks and rocks. Tear gas was fired into the crowd. Two people were killed and 300 injured; the
campus looked like a battlefield. Kennedy ordered 5000 troops into Oxford to restore order. Meredith
was guarded by federal troops throughout his time at Ole Miss.

James Meredith'’s enrolment at Ole Miss is regarded as a significant moment in the battle for
civil rights. President Kennedy was forced to intervene in the confrontation and take a more hands-
on approach to civil rights. The confrontation also saw more moderate segregationist groups in
Mississippi reject violence. The desegregation of Ole Miss was a pivotal moment in Mississippi history.

¢ THE CASTRO
BROTHERS

* Have Moved into the White House ’
WE’RE BACKING ROSS |

.
-

[rpe—

Images supplied by John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum. Collection by Walter Lord

*BEAT ‘LIL’ BROTHE

“The SOUTH will RISE again!”’

SOURCE 411 These car bumper stickers were a form of political protest, used by those opposed
to integration and federal intervention in the affairs of Mississippi. ‘The Castro brothers’ is a
reference to John and Robert Kennedy. Castro was the leader of communist Cuba. ‘Lil’ is a
reference to Robert Kennedy, President Kennedy’s younger brother and the attorney-general.

74

@ Use the weblink provided to conduct some extra research into the desegregation of Ole Miss.

@ Referring to primary sources gathered in your investigation, write a paragraph that explains the
significance of the desegregation of Ole Miss.

© Examine Source 4.11. Evaluate these sources as evidence of the strategies used to oppose the civil
rights movement.
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‘Bombingham’

Birmingham in Alabama was the most segregated and violent city in the South. Many of its most
influential citizens were rabid in their hatred of desegregation. The city closed public parks rather
than integrating them. It became known as ‘Bombingham’, for the many black churches that were
bombed. The church of Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, who kept civil rights alive in Birmingham after
the NAACP was banned in Alabama, was bombed twice.

Burning crosses — a KKK warning sign — were common features of the landscape. The Ku Klux
Klan operated with impunity in Birmingham. Segregation across the city was enforced by Eugene
‘Bull’ Connor, the commissioner for public safety, who had control of the police and fire departments.
Connor had joined the KKK as a teenager and was a committed white supremacist. He ran for mayor
and lost in April 1963, but refused to leave his position as commissioner even though the position
had been abolished after pressure from white moderates.

Reverend Shuttlesworth invited the SCLC into Birmingham. The organisation believed that if Jim
Crow laws could be defeated in the most racist of southern cities, they could be defeated across the
South. A top-secret plan to desegregate Birmingham - called ‘Project C’ (for ‘Confrontation’) — was
developed several months before Martin Luther King Jr arrived in the city.

The power of nonviolence lay in its ability to symbolize the violence of segregation. ‘We wanted the
world to know what was going on in the South,” Andrew Young [SCLC member and close friend of
King] explained. ‘We had to craft a concise and dramatic message that could be explained in just
sixty seconds. That was our media strategy.’ The demonstrations were, to use a popular phrase of the
1960s, 'street theater.’ The SCLC sought vivid images that would attract the news media — especially
the cameras — and evoke sympathy for the protesters. Blatant provocation, if it led to bloodshed,
would have destroyed that sympathy.

A Fairclough, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000, Penguin, New York, 2001, p. 278.

Martin Luther King’s ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’

On 3 April 1963, the secretly planned demonstrations began. The first stage was sit-ins at local
segregated lunch counters. Three days later Reverend Shuttlesworth led a march of 50 African
Americans to city hall and everybody was arrested. The marches continued and demonstrators
continued to be arrested. White businesses were boycotted. On 10 April the city passed a ruling
banning racial demonstrations.

King announced he would not abide by this immoral injunction and on 12 April he marched with
50 others to city hall along a route lined with 1000 cheering supporters. Connor, surrounded by
snarling police dogs, arrested him. In gaol, King wrote a famous letter (‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’),
in which he justified the strategies used in the black freedom struggles. He dismissed calls for African
Americans to be patient and described the pain and hurt segregation caused them. He argued that
there was a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws. He considered the struggle for civil rights a
part of America’s dream of democracy and Christian values. The letter, written on toilet paper and
newspaper, was smuggled out of the gaol and published in newspapers across the country.

The children’s march

Outside gaol the protests continued and became violent. William Moore, a white CORE member, was
shot in the head and killed outside Gadsten, Alabama, while on a freedom walk, carrying a sign saying
‘Equal Rights’. Other such walks were met with arrest and violence.

Bombingham

Letter from
Birmingham Jail
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ar-old civil rights dem

Birmingham, Alabama, on 3 May 1963. A sculpture by James Kirk called ‘Police

The most controversial part of the Project C campaign was launched after King was released from
gaol. James Bevel from SNCC had recruited and trained children for non-violent protest, arguing
they were more likely than adults to demonstrate as they didn’t fear losing their jobs. On 2 May
1963, 1000 black children, the youngest of whom was six years old, marched out of the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church to defy the city ordinance against racial demonstrations. They were arrested in
front of television cameras while dancing, clapping and singing freedom songs. The next day, 1000
other students met at the church and Connor, enraged, set police dogs onto the children as they ran
to escape. High-pressure fire hoses were trained on children and adults while police attacked with

batons. Over two days, 1300 children were arrested.

Kennedyintervenes

Television footage of the violence electrified
the nation and generated support for King,
forcing President Kennedy to act. Loath to
send in federal troops, he sent the Justice
Department in to negotiate a deal between
the SCLC and the Birmingham Chamber
of Commerce, which represented white,
segregated businesses. Meanwhile, theriots,
demonstrations and violence continued
unabated, with Connor using water cannons
against unarmed demonstrators, corralling
3000 of them into a park. The negotiations
went on. The Justice Department argued
that if it were forced to send in troops, local
businesses would suffer, but the Chamber

—

of Commerce refused to compromise. The

onstrator is attacked by police dogs in . . .
y P s demonstrations continued. Non-violence

and Dog Attack’ memorialised this event in Kelly Ingram Park, Birmingham. became increasingly difficult to maintain,

as horses, batons and water cannons were
used against demonstrators.

It wasn't until 10 May 1963 that the SCLC called off the protests after an agreement was signed
by business leaders to desegregate stores, hire African American sales clerks and conduct further
negotiations to improve employment opportunities for blacks. The concessions were in part a
response to the economic downturn the demonstrations brought to Birmingham. This angered the
Ku Klux Klan, which tried to wreck the agreement by letting off a number of bombs across the city.
Kennedy mobilised federal troops in readiness to go into Birmingham if the agreement didn’t hold.

Legacy

In the months following the Birmingham marches, more and more southern cities held protests
against the Jim Crow system. The protests were still met with violence and repression, but after
Birmingham, people knew that Jim Crow laws could be challenged and defeated. Birmingham
radicalised the civil rights movement and encouraged more African Americans in the South to
rise and demonstrate. More than 20000 people were arrested and there were 1412 civil rights
demonstrations across the country in 1963. In the North, some demonstrators rejected non-violence
and fights erupted between the police and protesters during protest marches. Police harassment and
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brutality was a major cause of tension in northern cities, with some peaceful protests in Chicago and
Philadelphia turning into rock and stone throwing riots. These riots continued throughout 1963.
There was a growing divide between those in the civil rights movement — such as the NAACP and Solegies
the SCLC, who supported non-violence — and the more radical protest groups, which were impatient
for change and found support in the northern ghettos. ghetto
The 1963 demonstrations across the country saw the Kennedy administration forced to confront ?fgogrtyogif;:;%i]
the issue of civil rights. Birmingham, with its police dogs and water cannons, exposed the ugly  one racial or cultural
violence of the Jim Crow system on television screens and in newspapers across the world. This ~ 8°UP
image of the nation embarrassed the United States at a time of Cold War tension. The United States
promoted itself as the bastion of democracy and denounced the Soviet Union and its allies as places
characterised by repression and brutality. There was also a concern that African Americans, impatient
for change, would move from non-violence to violence, as advocated by more radical leaders such as

Malcolm X.

‘A Shameful
Brand of During 1963, Cold War tensions between the Soviet

Union and the United States continued. Both

1 Conduct some brief research into the Statue of
Liberty in New York:

E

American P

, superpowers developed more powerful nuclear g
Democracy e 4 donth s
weapons, competing in science and space, and on the =

sporting field. They covertly supported conflicts and g

resistance in countries that shared their political ideology. %

They also worked to discredit each other’s political systems. g
................................................. g
QUESTIONS b=
2

£

=

a  Whatis it meant to symbolise?

b What is the statue’s facial expression? What might
this be meant to symbolise?

2 Closely examine the poster:

a How does the facial expression depicted in the
poster compare with the original Statue of Liberty?

b What scene is depicted on the cheek of the face in

the poster? — "
L . SOURCE 413 Poster published in the Soviet
¢ What do you think is the main message of the Union in 1963. It reads, ‘A Shameful Brand of

poster? American Democracy’.

d  Why would the Soviet Union want to create a
poster like this?

@ \Why was Birmingham chosen as a place to confront issues of racial inequality?

@ Find a copy of Martin Luther King's ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’ and read the first five paragraphs.
How does King defend his actions?

© Create a flow-chart diagram that provides a detailed outline of the events in Birmingham in 1963.
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Further resources

Conclusion

Between 1961 and 1963, civil rights activists put themselves in personal danger to draw media
attention to their cause and expose racism in the South. The Freedom Riders and the Birmingham
demonstrators endured arrest, imprisonment, beatings and death threats. Despite this, they
were resolved to continue the fight, and were empowered and unified through the group struggle.
Resistance in the Deep South hardened among the more extreme white supremacists, and the federal
government was pressured to confront civil rights abuses in the South in response to brutality. The
scale of desegregation demonstrations after Birmingham showed that southern blacks would no
longer put up with segregation.

Chapter summary

The Freedom Riders confronted desegregation on interstate buses through non-violent protest
and civil disobedience.

The Freedom Riders faced physical dangers and abuse, and endured prison sentences.

President Kennedy made an agreement with southern governments that he would not intervene
in the arrests of Freedom Riders as long as they were protected from the mobs.

President Kennedy was reluctant to pass federal civil rights legislation that would alienate his
southern Democrat supporters.

Opposition to desegregation hardened among the more extreme white supremacists.

President Kennedy sent federal troops to the University of Mississippi to quell riots and violence
directed against the legal enrolment of black student James Meredith.

The SCLC initiated a campaign in Birmingham to draw attention to segregation; the demonstrations
were met with extreme violence, which was captured by the media.

Further resources

 Eyes on the Prize, Episode 3: ‘Ain’t scared of your jails’ (1960-61); Episode 4: ‘No easy walk’
(1961-63), PBS, 1987.

Freedom Riders, PBS, 2011.

Fairclough, A, Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality 1890-2000, Penguin, New York, 2001.
Sitkoft, H, The Struggle for Black Equality, Hill and Wang, New York, 2008.

o Arsenault, R, Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice, Oxford University Press, 2007.
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0

Outline the various strategies used to oppose the civil rights movement.

Research photographs taken in Birmingham in 1963:

a Select 5-6 images that record some of the events.

b Use these photographs and the information you have gathered from this chapter to create a
report summarising the events and explaining their significance to the civil rights movement.

Discuss the importance of President John F Kennedy to the civil rights movement.

Find another example of Soviet artwork similar to Source 4.13 that criticises the United States.
What message does it include? How does it convey this message? Compare and contrast
examples found by other members of your class.

During the early 1960s, the civil rights movement began to break into groups who supported non-
violence and those who wanted to take more aggressive action against white supremacy. In pairs,
develop a set of reasons that might have been used to justify both points of view. Debate these
two approaches as a class.

Create an extended response to one of the following questions:

a Assess the impact of the Freedom Rides on the civil rights movement.

b How effective was non-violence in advancing the cause of racial equality in the United States
up to 19637

¢ Evaluate the leadership of Martin Luther King Jr in shaping the civil rights movement up to the
end of 1963.

d Assess the role of opposition groups in shaping the civil rights movement up to the early 1940s.
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In this chapter, students will examine some
of the most violent and iconic events of the
civil rights movement in the mid-1960s.

Aspects to be covered include:

e the March on Washington led by Martin
Luther King Jr.

the passing of the Civil Rights Act 1964 w
under President Lyndon B. Johnson

the Freedom Summer campaign
the March on Selma

the changes taking place in American
society.

Civil Rights demonstrators during
the March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom, Washington DC,
28 August 1963

Getty Images/Paul Schutzer
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Introduction

President John F Kennedy’s announcement in May 1963 that he was going to ask Congress to
pass a civil rights bill was welcomed as a major triumph for the civil rights movement. There was,

however, strong resistance to desegregation and voter registration in the Deep South, and civil
rights campaigning continued amid increasing levels of violence. Some members of the civil rights
movement began to question whether non-violence was an effective weapon against the entrenched
racism in US society, and some alliances between civil rights groups became strained.

This chapter explores the tumultuous period between May 1964 and August 1965 and focuses on
the March on Washington, the Mississippi Summer Project, the March on Selma and the passing of
the Civil Rights Act 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 1965.

From the murder of Medgar Evers to the Voting Rights Act

193 @

June

August

September

November
June

July

4 August

22 August

February

March

August

NAACP field worker Medgar Evers
murdered in Mississippi

The March on Washington, DC

The bombing of the Birmingham
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church; the
death of four children

The assassination of President Kennedy
The Mississippi Freedom Summer

President Johnson signed the Civil
Rights Act

Three murdered civil rights workers’
bodies were found in Mississippi

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party attended the Democratic Party
Convention in Atlanta

Malcolm X assassinated
The March on Selma

Congress passed the Voting Rights Act 1965

11 June 1963

President Kennedy announced on television on 11 June 1963 that the United States was facing
a ‘moral crisis’ and he was going to ask Congress to pass a sweeping civil rights bill. The Kennedy
administration came to the realisation that segregation in the South was destabilising the country
and embarrassing the United States in the eyes of the world. Concerned that non-violence could be
abandoned for violence and an African American revolt, it was believed that only legislation to remove
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racial discrimination would calm the situation and restore stability. President Kennedy’s speech -
penned by speechwriter Ted Sorenson, with contributions by Robert Kennedy and the president

himself — was written only hours before it was delivered. It was incomplete when President Kennedy

sat down to record it.

‘Mississippi goddam’: The Mississippi Freedom Summer (1963-65)
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President Kennedy began his address by describing how the Alabama National Guard had been
deployed to the University of Alabama to ensure that two African American students could enrol.
Kennedy asked Americans to examine their consciences on this and other matters. He argued that
the nation was founded on the principle that all men were created equal, and that African Americans
should be able to eat in the same restaurants, attend the same schools and travel on the same buses
as other citizens. He then explained why he was introducing civil rights legislation.

President
Kennedy’s We are confronted primarily with a moral issue ... One hundred years of delay have passed since
address to the President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully free. They are not

- yet freed from the bonds of injustice. They are not yet freed from social and economic oppression.
nation And this Nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are free.

We preach freedom around the world, and we mean it, and we cherish our freedom here at
home, but are we to say to the world, and much more importantly, to each other that this is the
land of the free except for the Negroes ...

The events in Birmingham and elsewhere have so increased the cries for equality that no city or
State or legislative body can prudently choose to ignore them.

The fires of frustration and discord are burning in every city, North and South, where legal
remedies are not at hand. Redress is sought in the streets, in demonstrations, parades, and
protests which create tensions and threaten violence and threaten lives.

We face, therefore, a moral crisis as a country and as a people. It cannot be met by repressive
police action. It cannot be left to increased demonstrations in the streets. It cannot be quieted by
token moves or talk. It is time to act in the Congress, in your State and local legislative body and,
above all, in all of our daily lives ...

We have a right to expect that the Negro community will be responsible, will uphold the law,
but they have a right to expect that the law will be fair, that the Constitution will be color blind, as
Justice Harlan said at the turn of the century.

This is what we are talking about and this is a matter which concerns this country and what it
stands for, and in meeting it | ask the support of all our citizens.

Kennedy's speach Thank you very much.

QUESTIONS

1  When was this speech delivered?

2 What do you know about the context in which it was created? What events were taking place around
this time?

3 How might this context have influenced Kennedy’s decision to make this speech?

What arguments does Kennedy use to try to persuade his audience that improving race relations in the
United States should be a priority?

5 How might the following have responded to this speech?
a White supremacists
b Non-violent pro-civil rights groups like the NAACP and the SCLC

6 Select one phrase or sentence that you think summarises the main point of the speech. Compare your
selection to others in the class.

7 How might this source be used by a historian studying the American civil rights movement?

THE AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1945-1968
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Assassination in Jackson

After the Birmingham protests and the announcement of the new civil rights legislation, white
supremacists across the South, and their northern supporters, prepared for a last-ditch stand against
integration. Hours after Kennedy’s announcement of the Civil Rights Bill, Medgar Evers, a well-known

Mississippi NAACP activist, was shot in his driveway in Jackson, Mississippi, by white supremacist
Byron De La Beckwith.

Medgar Evers was born to a poor family on a Mississippi farm in 1925. He joined
the US Army, served in Europe from 1943 to 1945 and fought in the Battle of
Normandy. On his return to Mississippi, he was forced at gunpoint not to vote
in local elections. Evers studied administration and became a businessman. He
tried, unsuccessfully, to enrol in the segregated University of Mississippi Law
School.

Evers first became involved in civil rights issues during the Regional Council
of Negro Leadership (RCNL) campaign. He became an NAACP field officer in

Mississippi and was involved in a boycott of white businesses. He was influential
in the desegregation campaign for

the University of Mississippi and the
enrolment of James Meredith at Ole Miss.

by CLARE BOOTHE LUCE
In the week before his death, a Molotov SUWET PACE GIRL MAKES
cocktail was thrown at his house and he

was almost run down by a car. Evers was US. MEN SOUND STUPID

shot in the driveway of his home a few A Martyr—and the Negro Presses On

hours after Kennedy’s civil rights speech ; '
bl
|
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annpory oud S

Getty Images/John Loengard

emblazoned with the slogan, Jim Crow
Must Go'.

Evers was laid to rest with full military
honours at Arlington National Cemetery.
He was mourned nationally and President : )
Kennedy condemned his assassination. ) 7+ ’
Bob Dylan wrote the ballad, ‘Only a pawn
in his game’, about Evers’ assassination.
The song was performed at the March on
Washington.

Byron De La Beckwith, a White
Citizens’ Council and Ku Klux Klan (KKK)
member, was arrested for the murder.
However, two all-white juries failed to
convict him. It wasn't until 1994 that _ ~ [l
De La Beckwith was found guilty and " Consoues v son

CONSOLES HER SON

- AT FUNERAL SERVICE
sentenced to life imprisonment. - L e

was broadcast. He was carrying T-shirts

JUNE 28 - 1963 - 25¢

SOURCE 5.2 The influential US magazine Life was first published in
1936. It is regarded as having changed journalism through its use
of photo journalism. This front cover shows Medgar’s wife, Myrlie
Evers-Williams, a noted civil rights campaigner, comforting their
son Darrell at Medgar’s funeral.
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‘Mississippi goddam’

Nina Simone, a renowned singer and pianist,
performed ‘Mississippi goddam’ at Carnegie Hall
in 1964. The lyrics were written in response to
the murder of Medgar Evers. They included the
lines, ‘Alabama’s got me so upset’, ‘Tennessee’s
made me lose my rest’ and ‘Everybody knows
about Mississippi goddam’. The song was banned
in several southern states and became a civil
rights anthem.

SOURCE 5.3 Nina Simone (born Eunice Kathleen Waymon

in 1933) came from a poor family in North Carolina. She
became a civil rights activist, performing and speaking

at civil rights meetings such as those for the Selma-to-
Montgomery marches. Simone explored civil rights through
her music.

@ How did white supremacists react to the announcement of Kennedy's new civil rights bill?

@ Examine the case of Medgar Evers:
a What was his involvement with the civil rights movement?
b How had he become a target of violent white supremacists before his murder?
¢ What happened to Evers’ murderer?
d Analyse the perspective of Source 5.2.

© Research the song 'Mississippi goddam’ by Nina Simone. Evaluate the lyrics as a source of information
regarding the civil rights movement.

'The March on Washington for Jobs

and Freedom

Civil rights activists knew it was important to encourage Congress to pass civil rights legislation and
they acted quickly to try to influence its decision. King and civil rights leaders revived the idea of
the March on Washington first planned by A Phillip Randolph during the Second World War (see
page 27). It aimed to focus attention on black employment issues. The date chosen for the march,
28 August, commemorated the death of 14-year-old Emmett Till.

President Kennedy was initially opposed to the march, fearing the possibility of violence, which
could threaten the passage of the Civil Rights Bill. The march was only approved after meticulous
planning. Recruiting pamphlets were sent out to churches, unions, social welfare groups and civil
rights groups across the country. Portable toilets, water fountains, ambulances and rest stations were
organised, and instruction pamphlets were written telling marchers where to meet, what to wear and
which songs to sing.
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March on
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SOURCE 5.4 Marchers with placards at the March on Washington, TCiosMﬁfﬁgloi”

28 August 1963

The day

An estimated 250000 people, including 75000 whites,
came to the March on Washington on 28 August 1963.
Eight chartered planes, 40 special trains and 2173 buses
brought people to Washington. Together they marched,
sang freedom songs, carried placards, listened to protest
songs sung by white folk singers such as Joan Baez, Bob
Dylan and Peter, Paul and Mary, and gospel songs by
Mahalia Jackson; and heard speeches by political, religious
and civil rights leaders. The march began at the Washington
Monument and ended at the Lincoln Memorial. It was a hot
day. Children played in the reflective pool in the mall and
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the day was described as having a picnic-like atmosphere. SOURCE 5.6 Martin Luther King Jr at the March on Washington

‘I Have a
Dream’

The day is remembered as being a pivotal moment in US history, in part for the 17-minute speech
Martin Luther King Jr delivered, which is known as the ‘I Have a Dream’ speech. In the speech,
King spoke of the history of the United States, the Declaration of Independence and the emancipation
of slaves 100 years earlier. He described the injustices suffered by Negroes in the United States
and said the promise of democracy would not be realised until segregation and racial injustice ended.
He spoke of his dream of freedom and justice in Mississippi and of a time when his four children ‘would be
judged not by the color of their skin but the content of their character’. He finished by quoting the words of
an old Negro spiritual: ‘Free at last! Free at last!” The following are extracts from the speech.

... even though we face the diff