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How can we understand
the interwar period?

The interwar period was shaped by the trauma of WWI and its impacts, including uneven
peace treaties, serious economic problems and rival ideologies. The harsh terms imposed
on defeated powers fostered resentment and instability. The Great Depression undermined
democracies and fuelled extremist movements. Fascism, communism and nationalism
offered radical solutions to social and economic hardship. Tensions rose as authoritarian
states rearmed and formed alliances, setting the world on the path to another world.

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills you will learn. Each has five

@ladder

| can evaluate the
origins of a historical
development or
movement.

| can explain why a
historical development

or movement emerged.

| can explain how a
historical development
or movement emerged.

| can describe the
origins and context of a
historical development
or movement.

| can identify the
origins of a historical
development or

| can evaluate the

influence of significant

people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can explain how
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

levels of difficulty. Learning skills at the bottom of the ladder will help you to
master the skills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy ofa historical
development of
movement:

I'can explain why a
historical.development
or movement
has a legacy.

| can explain the
impact of one
historical development
on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a historical
development or
movement.

| can identify the
legacy of a historical
development or

I'can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain

continuity and change.

| can describe

continuity and change.

| can identify

continuity and change.

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain why
something was caused
or why it led to certain
consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequence.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

movement. movement.

© 5 Significant
9 Background eog le. ideas Impact and Continuity Causes and
90 and origins people, legacies and change consequences
235 and events
090
= C o=
Nx o
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Source 1: Much like in Europe, Japanese nationalism and militarism grew sharply in the interwar period, building on victories in the First
Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) and driven by ecenomic crises’and imperial ambitions.
This patriotic poster, titled ‘Our army attacks from sky, water and shore, and repulsed enemy of Siberia’, celebrates Japan'’s Siberian

Intervention (1918-1922), when it aided White Russian forces during the RussianCivil War.

| can evaluate
historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

| can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

I'can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify something
historically significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate the
evidence supporting a
historical interpretation.

I can'compare historical
interpretations.

| can explain an

interpretation of history.

| can describe an

interpretation of history.

| can identify
a historical debate.

Interpretations

| can explain change
or causality from
a timeline.

| can summarise the

events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context

of a source.

| can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe

a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

The interwar period

Steps in skills
progression
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What happened after
World War | ended?

When the ‘Great War' ended, the victorious powers sought to ensure lasting peace
for the nations involved, leading to the establishment of a number of treaties.

After the war, some empires had Name of | Date of | Treaty | Outcomes

collapsed and new nation-states treaty signing | with

began to emerge. The countries Versailles | 1919 Germany ; ® Accept the blame for the outbreak of war
involved in the war met at the Paris « Reparations to be paid

Peace Conference in 1919 to agree e Disarmament of armed forces

on the terms of the losing side’s e Lossof territory to France, Poland and
surrender and the borders of these others (Source 2)

new na.tlons. Meanwhile, éome Neuilly 1919 Bulgaria : ® Armyreduced to 20000
countries, such as Italy, still wanted « Reparations to be paid

to become empires and continued e Lost land to Greece

colonising other countries to gain U I (i G A
further resources and land. Trianon 1920 Hangary | ¢ Armyreduced to 35000

e Lost territory to Romania and Yugoslavia

The losing nations of the war e Reparations not agreed (as Hungary
were tasked with rebuilding their bankrupted)
nation-states from collapsed ; B SR ST T
. h as the Ott d Saint 1920 Austria e Reparations not agreed (as Austria
empires suc .as e oman an Germain bankrupted)
German empires. e |ostland to Czechoslovakia, Poland and
Under the Treaty of Versailles — Italy
and the other treaties that followed * Army reduced to 30000
soon after — the losing nations were Sevres 1920 Turkey e Lostland to Greece
expected to pay to rebuild their e Territories in the Middle East and North
adversaries’ economies, as well as Africa divided among UK and France
their own. But after renegotiating * Army reduced to 50000
their borders, they had lost much e Reparations intended, but not set
of their industrial resource assets, Lausanne | 1923 Turkey e Unlimited army
which limited their ab|||ty to repay e Cancelled reparations
the debts. ¢ Land not given to Greece
Source 1: Events in the lead-up to WWII
v p 1920 > 1923 1933
k League of The Beer Hall putsch Hitler takes power
e Nations in Germany

° Ideas established 1925-26

°
t I m e I I n e ) Mein K(;r;l/-orgr;u-blished

1918 1919 1922-23 1937
Weimar Republic Treaty of Hyperinflation Second
established in Versailles in Germany Sino-Japanese
Germany signed War begins

1919-1923 Post-war treaties signed 1929-39 The Great Depression

4 Good Humanities 10
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Many historians identified the practical A corporal named Adolf Hitler, who had earned two
impossibilities of making the payments outlined Iron Crosses during his service, summarised the feelings
in the Treaty of Versailles as being the major cause of many Germans when he allegedly said he wanted
of World War II. However, focusing on this single revenge against those who had agreed to the treaty.
treaty ignores the social movements, ideas, goals One of the ideas spread around the time of the
of self-determination and richness of the cultural Treaty of Versailles was that of the DolchstoBlegende,
contexts across Europe, Asia and the Pacific that translated as the ‘stab in the back’ myth. Some in
contributed to a more comprehensive set of causes Germany were shocked when their nation surrendered,
for the next global conflict. and this idea cast the treaty as a failure by the new

Aside from losing the war, Germany had to deal left-wing government, which had been swayed by
with large numbers of injured and psychologically Allied propaganda and had capitulated too easily. This
scarred men. On top of this, Germany needed to thinking held that Germany had not been defeated on
rebuild. The challenge of restoring economic, political the battlefield, but rather had been betrayed by its own

and social stability was significantly
hampered by the reparations

and territorial confiscations laid
out in the Treaty of Versailles.
Germany had lost 13 per cent of

its territory, including a number of North Sea

industrial resources, and its military
@

Map of German territorial losses from the Treaty of Versailles

SWEDEN
cdad to .
saridf DENMARK
“

had been effectively neutralised. N
In reality, many Germans could A
not understand why they were 0 100
blamed for causing the war;
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difficult economic situation, began St
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2

e Berlin

-\
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resented the territory they were forced to
give up as part of the Treaty of Versailles. P ( Brusselse
BELGIUM

Aniwerp'

GERMANY

Dresdene

Luxembourg ®Frankfurt

Prague
.

Nuremberg® CZECHOSLOVAKIA

® Stuttgart

* Munich

Zuriche
SWITZERLAND

AUSTRIA

6 Good Humanities 10



government, which was under the influence of minority
groups within German society, including Jewish people
and socialists. This view was held by the nationalist and
conservative parties that emerged, such as the National
Socialist German Workers Party, later known as the
NaziParty.

The League of Nations

One of the main ideas to emerge from the aftermath

of World War | was to form the League of Nations.

The idea was that countries could try to solve disputes
through diplomacy rather than turning to warfare; that
one country could not simply take over another, and if a
country tried to invade, other countries would prevent

Liepaga ®

Baltic Sea
LITHUANIA

Kovnho
.
® Konigsberg
EAST
PRUSSIA
* \Warsaw
POLAND
e Krakow
Lvove

Legend

D German territory prior to treaty

D German territory after treaty
Demilitarised zone

e \ienna

Territory ceded to other countries

Source: Matilda Education Australia/Custom Mapping Services

them from doing so. In 1918, US President Woodrow
Wilson gave a speech outlining 14 points, or strategies,
to create peace. These became a covenant in 1919 and
many countries worked together to create the

new organisation.

However, despite initially championing the League,
the United States chose not to join. Some politicians felt
it threatened US independence and feared they could
be drawn into more wars. President Wilson had a stroke
before he could really sell the idea to the American
people. While the League of Nations had some successes,
ultimately not enough countries supported it, and it
failed in its purpose to prevent another global war.

Learning
ladder HO.1

Background and origins

o Describe the aims and purpose of the League of
Nations.

e Source 2: Describe Germany’s territorial losses after
the Treaty of Versailles and name the countries that
gained this land.

e Explain why many Germans felt anger and
resentment after the Treaty of Versailles and how
this may have fed the ‘stab in the back’ myth.

e Evaluate how postwar conditions in Germany could
create a mood for revenge.

Causes and consequences

a What caused some defeated countries to lose many
of their resources?

e Source 2: Describe the effect of German territory
being ceded to Poland.

e Explain the causes of the ‘stab in the back’ myth.

o Explain why the United States did not join the League
of Nations and how this affected the League’s ability
to prevent future wars.
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What key ideas emerged
after WWI?

Between the wars, two key political ideologies thrived. These were fascism and socialism.
The social, economic and political instability that followed World War | generated social
unrest, and created the conditions necessary for the spread of these ideologies.

The Russian Revolutions

In March and October 1917, two revolutions occurred ‘Red Scare’ played an important role in politics. There was
as part of the Russian Civil War. The two main groups a growing fear of communist infiltration and revolution,

in this war were the White Russians and the socialist especially in the context of labour strikes, the rise of labour
Bolsheviks. The March revolution overthrew the Russian unions and the global spread of communist ideology.

Empire, and the Bolsheviks’ success in the October

. . D
revolution led to the formation of the Russian Soviet Who did commurtiQ@ppealdgy

Federative Socialist Republic, headed by Vladimir Lenin. | Peoplé | Attracted by the promise of the
This made Russia the first communist state, and with ! affected by ' redistribution of wealth, nationalisation
Russia serving as a model and source of inspiration, economic : of industry and end to private property ;
communist ideals became appealing to people during hardshlp ________ ___________________________________________
the interwar years. ' Working class Tired of the social inequality under
' and rural ' capitalism; found communism’s ideals !

In the capitalist countries, however, the emergence t populations | of social justice, workers rights and a

of acommunist state was seen as a major threat. Anti= classless society attractive

socialist and anti-communist feelings were critical to
the British Conservative Party’s electoral dominance
during the interwar period. In the United States, too, the

Trade unions
and labour
movements

Drawn to the ideals of empowering
workers and dismantling capitalism

Fascinated by Soviet achievements,
such as in land reform and social
welfare

ke
.ideays

timeline.

w Source 1: Timeline of the spread of fascism

> 1919
Economic
1922
recession in > ol 1929
many countries Mussolini declares A-u- I.J-St
Italy a fascist state (Aug - ) i

and becomes Great Depression begins

its dictator with stock market crash

1919 1920-1921 1923 1931
Bertino Mussolini Economic Adolf Hitler, inspired by Mussolini, Formation of The New Guard
forms the Italian depression in attempts a coup in Munich (fascist-inspired, right-wing
> Fascist Party B many countries (Beer Hall Putsch) paramilitary organisation) in NSW
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Source 2:
Propaganda was an important tool used by the

Bolsheviks. This poster, from the Civil War period, reads:
‘Wrangel (a key White military figure of the 1920s) still

lives. Finish him off without mercy!’

Source 3:
Anti-communist poster from the United States, c.1920
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Nazi Party
comes to
power in

Germany
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British Labour
conservative Oswald
Mosely forms the British
Union of Fascists
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1934 1939

French fascist Spain becomes a
insurrectionin  fascist state under
Paris Francisco Franco

] |
1933 1936
Portugal becomes a German American
fascist state under Bund formed in
Anténio de Oliveira the United States
Salazar
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The rise of fascism
With the demise of the European empires during WWI,

many people thought this would pave the way for new - e
nations founded on the democratic values of legal and S
social justice for all, tolerance and universal suffrage. J{’ b
However, in reality, politics took a turn to the right, leading ) S 0 8 j“ s 5
to therise of fascism. 4 : .4‘. '. 5 ~ y

This happened for a number of reasons: &
+ economic recession and depression N = ;

! wa IHERPWITHH

fear of the growing power of the working classes

propaganda

different types of nationalism

social instability

political instability.

Fascism emerged in Italy, with the formation of the
Fascist Party in 1919 under Benito Mussolini. Fascism
was strongly anti-communist and anti-leftist, and
instead advocated radical nationalism, militarism and
a totalitarian state. Fascism was also associated with
eugenics — the creation of a ‘pure’ race.

Who did fascism appeal to?

i Disillusioned | Attracted by its focus on militarism and
war veterans . restoring national pride

E The middle : Feared communism and saw fascism as E
' and upper | away to protect their property and the
i classes . social order h
E Nationalists : Attracted by the ideals of national E
E ' unity, pride and expansion through :
: i militarism :
Anti- Found fascism’s violent stance against :
. communists | leftists appealing

Churches Sought to fight against atheistic '

| communism
i

Politics in Australia

Between the wars, Australia quarantined itself from
the rest of the world. Many Australians feared the
political forces that had been unleashed by war, such
as communism and fascism. This period saw the
establishment of a new right-wing democratic political
party: the Country Party (now the Nationals), formed
in1920. In 1922, this new party formed a coalition with
the Nationalist Party (which would become the United
Australia Party in 1931 and then the Liberal Party as of

1944). This coalition kept the conservatives in power in 4 Source 4: Leader of Australia’s ‘New Guard’, Colonel Eric Campbell,
Australia for much of the inter-war period (1919-1929 saluting the organisation’s members, NSW, 17 December 1931.
under Billy Hughes and Stanley Bruce; then again in Fascism never found much of a following in Australia.

1932-1939 under Joseph Lyons).
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Significant people, ideas and events

o Who was Vladimir Lenin?

e Describe how the communists came to power in
Russia.

e Explain the appeal of fascism to sections of society.

o The ideologies of communism and fascism became
popularin Europe between the wars but not soin
Australia. Evaluate these ideologies and suggest why
they were less significant in Australia.
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Source 5: The Nuremberg Rallies were critical in spreading fascism.
They used spectacle, propaganda and mass mobilisation to glorify
Nazi ideology, unify followers and demonstrate the Nazi regime’s
power and control. The largest Nuremberg rally was held in 1938, with
an estimated 700 000 people attending.

Perspectives

0 Describe the political perspective of Benito Mussolini.

e Describe the perspective of British conservatives towards
communism.

e Source 3: Explain the perspective of communism
presented in this poster.

o Explain how social, economic and political instability
caninfluence a person'’s perspective of society and their
choice of ideologies such as communism and fascism.

The interwar period 11
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What were the major
economic influences
between the wars?

After World War |, countries faced the challenge of recovering from war debts and
rebuilding their societies. When the Great Depression hit in the 1930s, it was felt around
the world, and continued to be felt right up to the start of World War Il.

4 Source 1: Hooverville in New York’s Central Park during the Great Depression. Millions of people lost their jobs and homes, and shanty towns
made from scraps of wood, tin, tar and cardboard began to sprout up across the United States. The homeless named them ‘Hoovervilles’ after

President Herbert Hoover, who Americans held responsible for the crisis.

Post-war recovery and debt

After World War |, Australia faced the dual challenge of
managing significant war debts and reintegrating over
300 000 returning soldiers into society. The Australian
Government invested heavily in soldier settlement
schemes, infrastructure projects and public works. To
pay for this, loans were taken from Britain, adding to
Australia’s debt.

The Great Depression

In October 1929, the New York stock market, located on
Wall Street, experienced a loss of confidence by share
traders. Prices of stocks dropped dramatically, leading to
a financial crisis that would affect the world (Source 3).
International borrowing during World War | meant

that the economies of many countries were linked.
Although historians use 1929 to define the start of the

12 Good Humanities 10

Great Depression, its causes can be linked to financial
decisions made by countries and individuals throughout
the 1920s.

In Britain, the once strong manufacturing and
mining industries of the Industrial Revolution had
declined in the 1920s. With the crash on Wall Street,
America called on countries, including Britain, to repay
war loans. This worsened economic conditions, and, by
1933, unemployment in Britain had risen to 2.5 million,
or 25 per cent of the workforce.

In Germany, the effects of the Great Depression
were felt when the United States stopped providing
loans after the Wall Street crash. By 1931, as factories
and businesses closed, over 5 million Germans were
unemployed. In the 1933 election campaign, Adolf
Hitler promised that if he was elected, he would tear up



building and other construction projects. By 1938, the
the Treaty of Versailles, end unemployment and make worst of the Great Depression was over.

the nation strong once more. On coming to power that

. Unemployment rate in selected countries, 1920-1940
year, he commenced actions that reduced the effects ploy

. % i % ited Kingd
of the Great Depression for many German people. By 46 Australia 46 dnited Kingdom
1936 Hitler had almost eliminated unemployment by 30 30 —~
increasing government spending, particularly in the 20 _/f\\ 20 /\A—- f\vl“
area of the manufacture of machinery and weapons in 10 I S~ N—= 10
preparation for war. This increase in spending was the Ofrrrr | O
, 1920 1930 1940 1920 1930 1940
opposite to the approach taken by other governments at
the time. 40/8 Denmark :é Germa/nAy\
In the United States, the 1920s had been a decade 30 30 \
of prosperity. Many Americans invested their savings in 20 r\/“\/ NV 20 A N\
. . 10 10 N \r
shares and during the boom time they watched the value v
. . . L L UL T T 1T O L L L L
of their shares rise. All this came to an end when the 3920 N T S

stock market crashed.
A Source 3: The Great Depression affected countries around the

world. [Data from Walter Galenson and Arnold Zellner (1957),

Consumer spending (in billions) ' 1929 ' 1933 ‘International Comparison.of Unemployment Rates’, in NBER (ed),
..................................... % R % . The Measurement and Behavior of Unemployment, pp. 439-584.]
Food Po$195 1 815
Housing sis | s75
Clothing stz | ssa o .
cas | s26 | soB Led rning
Medical care [ s29 | 19 ladder HO.3
Value of shares on Wall Street | $89.0 1. $19.0 i
Pource 2: Effect of the Great Depression consumer-spendingin BaCkg round and origins

the United States [Historical Statistics of the United States; p. 319]

o Describe the background to the Great Depression

Effect in Australia in Australia.
e Describe the origins of the Great Depression
in Germany.

The Great Depression affected Australia because of its
overseas borrowing, mainly with Britain. Between 1919
and 1929, the Australian government had borrowed
over £200 million. With America demanding that Britain
pay back its war loans, the British governmentin turn
called on Australia to pay back its loans. To resolve this

e Explain how Hitler was able to come to power
in Germany.

o Evaluate the impact of the Great Depression on the
rise and fall of the United States.

economic crisis, the Australian Government was advised Causes and consequences
to: 0 Describe the effect of war debts and returning
cut costs and reduce spending soldiers on Australia’s economy.
pay back its loans to England e Describe what caused the crash of the New York
reduce wages and the standard of living of the Stock Exchange (Wall Street).
Australian people. e Source 3: Explain the effect on unemploymentin
each country shown. When was unemployment at

Australia’s heavy reliance on agricultural exports
made it vulnerable. The country suffered high
unemployment, wage cuts and widespread poverty.
To assist the unemployed, sustenance payments

its worst?

Q Analyse the actions of Adolf Hitler to end the impact
of the Great Depression in Germany. How was his
approach different to others and how successful

were introduced. These were coupons that could be was he?
exchanged for food. Some states, including NSW,
provided relief work to the unemployed, such as road Causes and consequences, page 10
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How did the NSDAP Party
and Adolf Hitler rise?

During the 1920s in Germany, people such as Anton Drexler channelled their anger and
disillusionment at the deteriorating economic and social conditions into founding far-right
parties. Drexler was instrumental in forming the pan-German and anti-Semitic German
Workers' Party (DAP), the predecessor of the Nazi Party.

Anton Drexler’s story was typical of many German

men after the war. He was a locksmith who suffered the
humiliation of unemployment; a common experience

in the Weimar Republic. Deeply troubled by the rise of
communism and its appeal to other dispossessed men, he
soughtanationalist solution to harness worker discontent.

Drexler formed the German Worker’s Party,
(Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, or DAP), on 5 January 1919.
The German government considered this political party
athreat to the new republic, so they assigned a young
war veteran named Adolf Hitler to work as an intelligence
agent, gathering information on the organisation.
However, Hitler became entranced by the DAP’s

Source 1: Anton Drexler,
c.1920. Drexler, one of
Hitler’s mentors, was the
founder of the nationalist
and anti-Semitic German\ L

Worker's Party.
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emphasis on nationalism, its anti-Semitic ethos, and its
disdain for communism and capitalism.

Addressing hisdeep discontent with the Treaty
of Versailles andthe terrible state of Germany, Hitler
had found a mentor in Drexleryand a forum to express his
frustration. In return, he had a vision to make
the DAPalasting forcein the political landscape
of therepublic.

Because public meetings were often banned, beer
halls sérved as large venues where political activism
could take place. Hitler developed the DAP’s agenda
into a'coherent platform and delivered speeches about
it inthis dynamic and impassioned manner. As one of a
number of speakers addressing crowds, his skills as an
orator became clear. Hitler changed the name of the
organisation to the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) and he took control of the Party
on 29 July1921.

Almost immediately the Nazi Party became known
for being different from other conservative parties.
The Nazis wore neat uniforms, held marching rallies,
displayed striking flags and actively engaged young
people. In many ways, the Nazi Party offered something
new and brought together nationalistic ideas that had
been developing for over a century in Germany.

The swastika

The swastika symbol has a long history dating back
over 15000 years. It was used across the ancient world
and is a Sanskrit sign representing wellbeing and the
Sun. The Nazis sought to find and explain a connection
to ancient German depictions of the same design. Nazi
academics created a mythological and ideological

link between the Aryans of Hindu scriptures and the
swastika. They then worked to link it to the ideology of a
‘master race’.



This ideological link had serious implications for
Jewish and Romani peoples, who were seenas inferior
because they were not related to the Aryans: Linguistic
studies drew connections to the Indo-Aryan language as

the ancestor of all European languages;including German.

The red, white and black colours used for the Nazi
swastika flag were already the colours of the previous
German imperial flag. By incorporating these elements
into a mythological Aryan framework, the Nazis created
a symbol that strongly resonated with disillusioned
Germans. In addition, a modified swastika symbol was
part of the insignia of the Abbey of Lambach — where the
young Adolf Hitler went to school.

Deutschland Erwache!

Deutschland Erwachel, meaning ‘Germany, awaken!’,
was a popular early Nazi Party slogan and a favourite
saying of Adolf Hitler. The saying was coined by Dietrich
Eckart, who edited the Nazi propaganda newspaper the
Vélkischer Beobachter and was a mentor to Hitler. The
slogan was put on Roman-style vexillum banners, and
was also written into an anthem and a chant for the Nazi
Party’s mass rallies. This was one of the ways the party
skilfully managed its public image.

banner at a 1930s Nazi

in memory of the Bee ' hin Munich
= (pages 174-177). Adolf Hitler heads the grou

with Rudolf Hess.to his right.and Heinrich

‘Himmler behin '

powerful in the par el

includes the Nazi slogan Deutsc

Learning
ladder Ho.4

Significant people, ideas and events

o Who was Anton Drexler and which political party did
he form?

e Describe the ideas of the German Workers Party
(DAP) that attracted Hitler.

e Explain why Nazi ideas appealed to some sections of
the German population.

e Explain why the Nazis chose symbols such as
the swastika, specific flag colours and the slogan
‘Germany, awaken’.

Perspectives

o What was Drexler’s view of communism?
e Describe Hitler’s perspective on Germany’s future.

e Explain how the idea of an Aryan ‘master race’
developed.

0 Explain how the Nazis promoted their view of
Germany’s past, present and future.

Perspectives, page 10
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What was the Beer Hall
putsch and how did it
iInfluence Hitler’s rise?

In 1923, Hitler and the new Nazi Party decided to stage a putsch — an attempt to take
over the government of the German state of Bavaria. Around 2000 Sturmabteilung
troops of the Nazi Party marched on the capital, Munich, but the coup failed and Hitler
was arrested soon after. However, the putsch gave Hitler and his party new fame and a
platform to spread their beliefs.

The Sturmabteilung

The Sturmabteilung (SA),translated as ‘stormtroopers’,
were the brown-shirted gangs of the Nazi Party. They
were military=style enforcers who often used violence.
The SA were partof a culture of gangs of listless veterans
who fought against communist groups and paramilitary
groups of the other parties. They drew their ranks from
unemployed and disaffected men and were responsible
fordestabilising the Weimar Republic and the
institutions and agencies responsible for maintaining
social control.

The SA guarded Nazi Party meetings. They wore
military-style uniforms and marched together like an
army to intimidate other parties and voters. Some people
found the orderliness of the SA and the Nazi Party rallies
appealing because they seemed to bring structure to the
chaos of post-World War | Germany. The SA were part of
the Nazi Party from its beginning in 1921 and played a
major role in the Beer Hall putsch.

The Beer Hall putsch

On 9 November 1923, the Nazi Party disrupted a meeting
of three Bavarian leaders — Prime Minister Gustav Ritter
von Kahr, Police Chief Hans Ritter von Sei3er and General
Otto von Lossow — at the Biirgerbraukeller beer hall. Nazi
leader Herman Goring led some SA troops to surround
the beer hall and set up a machine gun, holding those
inside hostage.

The SA leader, Ernst Rohm, led a group of 2000 men
to occupy strategic targets throughout the city, including
the war ministry. They persuaded a number of police

- and army to temporarily join the putsch. Hitler tried to
Source 1: Rudolf Hess was Nazi Party member number 16.

He became Hitler’s deputy, and was a powerful force in the party.
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convince the three Bavarian leaders to back the coup, but
they refused.

Prime Minister von Kahr escaped the beer hall
by lying to Hitler’s ally Erich von Ludendorff about
supporting the coup. He then gathered the army and
police to aggressively suppress it. Hermann Goring was
shot and injured, and 16 members of the Nazi Party were
killed.

This conflict provided the Nazi Party with one of
their most revered objects — a Nazi flag from the putsch
soaked with the blood of members of the SA who were
killed. This flag was called the Blutfahne, or blood
flag, and was used in various ‘blessing’ ceremonies
throughout World War I1. Two days after the failed putsch,
Adolf Hitler, his deputy Rudolf Hess and other key figures
were arrested. Hitler was sentenced to five years in jail.

Source 2: This photo shows Hitler
with the World War | military hero
Field Marshal Erich von Ludendorff
in1935. Hitler capitalised on
Ludendorff’s reputation to raise
the Nazi Party’s profile.

.
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Mein Kampf and Hitler's growing power

Hitler served only nine months in prison, but this allowed
him time to formulate and expand his ideas. In 1925-
1926, Rudolph Hess and another Nazi, Emil Maurice,
compiled these ideas into the book Mein Kampf (in
English, My Struggle). This became Hitler’s manifesto
for the Nazi Party. The failure of the putsch, along with its
aftermath and his imprisonment, seemed to make Hitler
realise that he needed to shift from using paramilitary
force to more political methods to achieve his and the
Nazi Party’s ends.

A% ADOLF HITLER

4 Source 3:Sinceits
publication, Mein Kampf
has become a main
text of far-right and
Neo-Nazi groups. The
Bavarian government
was assigned
copyright to the book
and suppressed its
publication in Germany
from 1945 to 2016.

Source 4: The SA march with flags *
and torches to mark Adolf Hitler »

becoming Chancellor of the Reich.
A
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Once he was released from prison, Hitler’s power
and popularity continued to grow. In January 1933, he
was appointed Chancellor of Germany following a series
of elections in which the Nazi Party gained more votes
(but did not win outright), as well as some complicated
negotiations: ex-Chancellor Franz von Papen convinced
the president to appoint Hitler as Chancellor, believing
thatappointing non-Nazisin key governmentroles would
limit his power. However, once Hitler was in power, he
rapidly expanded Nazi security forces, taking control and
stamping out any opposition.

The power of the SA grows

By 1933, the SA numbered approximately 2 million
members, and they were the most powerful of the Nazi
security forces. In early 1933, they encouraged and
helped to carry out book burnings across Germany
targeting Jewish,communist and other ‘un-German’
authors. The book burningsiwwere part of the Nazis’
broadereffort to controlinformation, eliminate
opposingideas and shape German culture to fit their
ideology.




Source 5: Members of the SA were
also involved in Nazi book burnings.
In this image from 1933, SA members
collect books to be burned, while
standing above a banner that

reads ‘German students march agai
the un-German spirit".

he era of extreme Jewish intellectualism
is now at an end ... The future German
man will not just be a man of books,
but a man of character. It is to this end.that
we want to educate you. As a young person,to
already have the courage to face the pitiless
glare, to overcome the fear of death, and to
regain respect for death ~this'is the task of this
young generation. And thus you dorwell in this
midnight hour to commit to the flames the evil
spirit of the past. This is a strong, great and
symbolic deed - a deed which should document
the following for the world to know - Here
the intellectual foundation of the November
[Democratic] Republic is sinking to the ground,
but from this wreckage the phoenix of a new
spirit will triumphantly rise ...

Source 6: Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels speaking at the
book burning on 10 May 1933

herever books are burned, human

beings are destined to be burned too.

Source 7: A quote from German author Heinrich
Heine's play Almansor, written in 1821
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Background and origins

o What was the origin of the Sturmabteilung (SA)?
e Describe the background to the Beer Hall Putsch.

e Describe the background to the writing of Mein
Kampf.

0 Explain why early Nazi attacks on Jewish people
began.

Significance

0 Source 2: Why was Hitler being photographed with
Field Marshal von Ludendorff significant at the time?

e Describe the significance of the Beer Hall Putsch for
Hitler's rise.

9 Describe the significance of Mein Kampf for the rise
of the Nazis.

o Sources 5-7: Explain the significance of the book
burnings ordered by Goebbels and the reference to

The interwar period 19
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How did Hitler
become Fuhrer?

On the night of 27 February 1933, a huge fire broke out in the Reichstag building, where the
German parliament met. The fire destroyed much of the building and caused panic across
Germany. In the aftermath, Hitler passed a series of laws that tightened his control on
Germany, paving the way for him to declare himself Fuhrer (leader) the following year.

& Source 1: The burning of the
Reichstag, on 27 February 1933,
served as the pretext for a campaign
of terror directed first at communists
and then at any political opponent
the Nazi Party.
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A communist plot?

When a young Dutch communist,
Marinus van der Lubbe, was found
inside the burning Reichstag, he
was quickly blamed for starting
the fire and declared by the Nazi
Party to be part of acommunist
plot to overthrow the government.
This claim is contested by some
historians, who believe the Nazis
may have set the fire themselves
to create an excuse for the actions
that followed.

The day after the fire, Adolf
Hitler, who had recently become

nus van der Lubbe,g
munist convu;ted

e d for, startln
. .‘f T
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Source 3: German Army patrol in Berlin during the Night of the Long
Knives. Over three days, at least 85 and as many as 400 SA members
were murdered, along with other political opponents of the Nazi Party.
Many more were arrested.

Chancellor of Germany and whose Nazi Party had only
months earlier been forced to form an alliance with the
German National People’s Party due to poor performance
in elections, convinced President Paul von Hindenburg to
sign the Reichstag Fire Decree. This law took away many
basic rights, such as freedom of speech and freedom

of the press. It also allowed the police to arrest people
without a trial. The Nazis used this new law to arrest
thousands of communists and political opponents,
making it almost impossible for anyone to challenge
them.

Just a few weeks later, on 23 March 1933, Hitler
took his next big step towardstotal power by passing
the Enabling Act. This law gave Hitler-the power to
make laws without needing theapproval of parliament,
effectively turning Germany into a dictatorship. With no
one left to stop them, the Nazis quickly banned all other
political parties, took control of the newspapers and
radio and silenced anyone who spoke against them.

Night of the Long Knives

Although Hitler was now the leader of Germany, he

still faced threats from within his own party. He had
developed his own security force, the Schutzstaffel (SS),
and started to look at the popular and powerful SA with
suspicion. To remove this threat, Hitler ordered the Night
of the Long Knives on 30 June 1934, when the SSand the
army carried out a series of assassinations against Ernst
Réhm and other SA leaders. While the SA continued to be
a part of the Nazi regime, their power and influence were
greatly reduced. This eliminated Hitler’sinternal enemies
and won him the support of the German military.

Hindenburg dies

The final stepin Hitler’s rise to absolute power came in
August 1984 when President Hindenburg died. Instead
of holding new-€lections, Hitler combined the roles of
Chancellor and President, declaring himself Fiihrer of
Germany. The armywas forced to swear an oath of loyalty
to.him personally and from that moment on he ruled
Germany asa dictator.

Learning
ladder Ho.6

Significant people, ideas and events

o What major event occurred on 27 February 19337

e Describe how the Reichstag fire helped Hitler gain
more power.

e Explain the significance of the Night of the Long
Knives in giving Hitler complete control of the Nazi
Party.

e Explain the significance of the Enabling Act in making
Hitler a dictator.

Causes and consequences

o What effect did Hitler hope to achieve by blaming
Marinus van der Lubbe for the Reichstag fire?

e Describe the effect on German democracy
after President von Hindenburg appointed Hitler
chancellor.

9 Explain how Hitler used Hindenburg's death to
become dictator of Germany.

o In evaluating Hitler’s rise, was it driven more by
Hitler’'s actions or by President von Hindenburg's
decisions?

Causes and consequences, page XX
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What was the battle for
Germany'’s children?

In 1926 Kurt Gruber began the Hitlerjugend, or Hitler Youth, as an adult-led wing

of the SA. This was joined by the Bund Deutscher M&del, or League of German Girls,
in 1930. These groups were later diversified into junior and senior movements. Al
aimed to make German youth physically and ideologically fit for their future roles
as members of the Nazi Party.

Recruiting young people was a vital part of the In Hitler’s last days in:his bunker, he met with one of
succession plan of the Nazi Party. Since the party was these units of child‘soldiers to praise them, expecting
focused on significantly changing German society, it saw them to defendGermany to the death. Many young
the work of the youth movements as of great importance people died needlessly.

to bringing about this shift. These young
recruits attended meetings and rallies,
wore uniforms and attended gym classes to
become physically fit.

By 1932, 30 000 Hitler Youth gathered
in the city of Potsdam for a rally, where
Hitler gave speeches. These cult-like events
were given priority over church services
and family events to disrupt young people’s
attachments to family and religion. Boys
were trained to use weapons and members
of both genders were taught that they should
be willing to die for the German Reich.
Members could inform on the political views
of their parents, extended family, family
friends, teachers and religious leaders: This
was reinforced by the propaganda film The
Triumph of the Will, which showed German
youth supporting Nazi values.

By 1940, the Hitler Youth had grown
to more than 7 million members — about
80 per cent of German youth. This ended
tragically in the final year of World War I,
when children and teenagers were forced
to defend parts of Germany because
the army had run out of adult soldiers.

Source 1: All‘Aryan’ children in Germany over the age P
of six had to join a Nazi youth group by 1936. At ten years
old, boys joined the Jungvolk (Young People). When 14,
boys could join the Hitler Youth. Girls followed the same
progression, first joining the Jungmadel (Young Girls)
and later the League of German Girls.
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The youth who resisted Nazi
propaganda

Some young people who disliked the Hitler Youth left it
or joined non-mainstream groups such as communist
youth organisations, the jazz-inspired Swing kids and
other non-conformist groups. They often had brutal
confrontations with the Hitler Youth.

Just as being a member of an anti-Nazi group could
put adults in danger, membership of alternative youth
groups could result in young people being arrested or
even sent to concentration camps for ‘re-education’.

One of the most famous alternative youth groups
was the EdelweiBpiraten — the Edelweiss Pirates. They
attacked the Hitler Youth, destroyed property, stole
weapons, graffitied propaganda slogans and generally
resisted the Nazi regime’s recruitment practices. Some
were caught and executed without trial in 1944 by the
Gestapo (the Nazi secret police). They also resisted the

British, American and Soviet occupiers after the war, and

many were put on trial and imprisoned again. Because
they were loosely organised, they were not recognised
as atrue resistance organisation until 2005. In 2011,

four surviving members were presented with medals of
the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Source 2: The Edelweiss Pirates in 1938. They emerged
in western Germany as a reaction against the strict

regimentation of the Hitler Youth.

Learning
ladder HO0.7

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Identify the two main Nazi youth groups mentioned.

e Describe how the Hitler Youth prepared young
people for Nazimembership.

9 Explain how propaganda and uniforms influenced
young recruits.

e Explain why the Nazis prioritised control over youth
organisations.

e Evaluate how youth resistance groups challenged
Naziideology.

Perspectives

a Identify the perspective promoted by Nazi youth
organisations.

e Describe how the Edelweiss Pirates viewed the Hitler
Youth.

e Explain how Nazi youth programs affected young
people’s loyalties.

e Compare the experiences of Nazi youth members
with those in resistance groups.

e Evaluate the significance of postwar recognition of
groups like the Edelweiss Pirates.

Perspectives, page xx
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How did the interwar
years affect other
countries in Europe?

In the 1920s, many countries were still reeling from World War |. By the 1930s, the

impacts of the Great Depression had led to increasing instability across Europe and its
colonies. Nationalists sought to restore their countries to past glories, while socialists and
communists began to appeal to the working class in some regions. Meanwhile, monarchies
clung to power as these strong political movements grew.

Italy " Source 1: This propaganda pqstéf'sho
The economic and social vacuum that Italian forces in Albania be@med 3

followed World War | left Italy in a difficult Opdecaloniosy
position. By 1922, Benito Mussolini and
his Fascist Party were gaining support

by promising to restore the glory days

of the ancient Roman Empire and

crush the rising voices of socialism.

With the support of nationalists and his
‘blackshirts’ (squadristitroops, similar

to the German SA), Mussolini marched
on Rome in October1922. To placate the
Fascist Party and its supporters, which
included the army, the Italian King Victor
Emmanuel Il handed power to Mussolini,
making him Prime Minister of Italy.

Once in power, Mussolini and
his blackshirts began a campaign of
intimidation, which increasingly saw :
private enterprises become nationalised ."
and other political parties eliminated. "
By 1935, a totalitarian state had been
established. The doctrine of fascism
stated: ‘The Fascist conception of the
State is all-embracing; outside of it no
human or spiritual values can exist,
much less have value. Thus understood,
Fascism is totalitarian, and the fascist
State — a synthesis and a unitinclusive
of all values — interprets, develops and
potentiates the whole life of a people’.

Having witnessed the ineffectiveness
of the League of Nations and the growing
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ambitions of Italy’s ally Germany, an emboldened
Mussolini sought to expand his new Italian Empire. In
1934, protectorates in North Africa were united to form
Italian Libya and settler-colonialism was encouraged
to expand the empire. Italy already controlled Eritrea
and Somalia in the Horn of Africa, and without warning,
200 000 Italian soldiers invaded neighbouring Ethiopia
in 1935. Haile Selassie, the Emperor of Ethiopia, ordered
every able-bodied man to defend the nation, but the
majority of those fighting were poorly trained and
ill-equipped.

The resulting war was brutal, costing the lives of
hundreds of thousands of troops and even more civilians,
and leading to widespread displacement. After the
attempted assassination of the Italian Viceroy in East
Africa, the Italians launched the Yekatit 12 massacre,
killing around 20 per cent of Addis Ababa’s population in
retaliation. The Italian Federal Secretary Guido Cortese
stated, ‘Comrades, today is the day when we should show
our devotion to our Viceroy by reacting and destroying
the Ethiopians for three days. For three days | give you
‘carte blanche’ to destroy and kill and do what you want
to the Ethiopians’.

In Albania, Italy had maintained a strong presence
following World War |, effectively controlling much of
the country. Throughout the 1930s, Italy’s demands
for control and influence grew until, in April 1939,
Italian forces invaded and took full control of the
nation. Albania’s King Zog fled into exile. Albania was of
strategic importance, providing a potential launching
point into Yugoslavia and Greece. The idea of uniting
ethnic Albanians in neighbouring countries gained some
support from Albanians but also increased tensions in
the region. This mirrored Hitler’s annexation of Austria.

Poland

Poland had not been an independent country since
1772. Following World War |, it began to assert itself.

Its first step was to expand its borders by annexing
Russian territory inlUkraine and Belarus, then parts of
Lithuania. Later it laid claim to Czechoslovakian territory.
In the peace settlements after World War I, Poland was
granted administrative control of Danzig, an area with

a predominantly German population. Feeling poorly
treated by Poland, many Germans living in Danzig looked
to the Nazis for support.

Source 2: Three members of the Hitler Youth in Danzig, 1937
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The Soviet Union

In the early 1930s, the Soviet Union included many
different ethnic groups across Eastern Europe and
northern Asia, including the Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republics of Ukraine and Moldova. The

Soviet policy of collectivisation, which saw private
farmland and livestock transferred to state-owned
farms in exchange for labour opportunities, was deeply
unpopular in Ukraine and led to significant agricultural
shortfalls. Production levels were further affected by
poor centralised administration and the diversification
of crops; precious wheat fields were replaced with sugar
beets and cotton, mostly for export.

Millions of people starved to death, primarily in
Ukraine, in what would later be known as the Holodomor
(artificial hunger). Some historians argue that the
famine was caused by failed economic policies and

Source 3: Famine in the USSR. A large crowd waits for bread.
v
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environmental changes, while others believe it was a
deliberate act by Joseph Stalin’s government to weaken
and control the ethnic Ukrainian population. At the same
time, Stalin began a series of purges to eliminate anyone
he saw as a threat within the Communist Party or among
the many ethnic groups in the Soviet Union. Several key
Communist Party members were executed in show trials
as Stalin tightened his grip on power.

From 1936 to 1938, around one million more people
lost their lives or were deported to labour camps called
gulags. These including Orthodox clergy, political
opponents, Red Army officers, Intelligentsia, kulaks
(wealthy peasants or landowners), ethnic Poles and
other minority groups. Even Buddhist lamas in Soviet-
influenced Mongoliawere persecuted due to suspected
Japanese sympathies.




Spain, which had remained neutral during World
War |, saw its traditional monarchy lose favour during
the 1920s as concerns about corruption and the
potential rise of communism spread. A coupin 1923
gave rise to a military government and, by 1931, with
momentum growing for change, the Second Republic
was established, with King Alfonso X!II'abdicating.and
going into exile soon after.

In 1934, a series of strikes in the-north of Spain
by socialists foreshadowed the use of the military to
restore order, and the 1936 electionssaw victory for a
loose alliance of left-wing parties, the Republicans. In
response, right-wing Spanish nationalists increased
unrest, particularly in Spain’s external territories, where
troops were sent to quell dissent. With the support of
the people, nationalist momentum began to build and
Francisco Franco rose to power in opposition. Franco
received support from fascist leaders in Germany and
Italy, while the Republicans were backed, albeit on an
inferior scale, by the Soviet Union and Mexico.

Over the next few years, conflicts occurred across
the nation as the Republicans, boosted by volunteer
International Brigades from around the world and
Franco’s Nationalists, battled for control of the
country. Buoyed by support from Germany and Italy,
the Nationalists eventually took control of the nation,
beginning a dictatorship under Franco that lasted from
1939t01975.

Source 4: The Spanish
Civil War divided

a nation and drew
international support
and attention to the
struggle against fascism.

l'earning
ladder HO.8

Background and origins

o How did Mussolini come to power in Italy?

e Describe the background to Mussolini’s plan fora
new Italian empire.

e Describe why Germans living in Danzig held anti-
Polish feelings.

o Explain how Stalin gained complete control of the
Soviet Union.

e Explain why Germany and Italy supported the
Nationalists in Spain.

Sources

0 Source 4: What does this source reveal about Spain
inthe 1930s?

e Source 2: Describe what is shown and how it could
prove German discontent in Danzig under Polish rule.

e Sources 1-4: How do these sources help explain
Europe’s growing instability in the 1930s?

Q Source 1: Evaluate the accuracy, reliability and
usefulness of this source as evidence of Albanian
reactions to Italy’s invasion.

Sources, page 10
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What happened in
India and East Asia
in the 1930s?

The Great Depression ended the freedoms and progress of the Roaring 20s, creating
uncertainty around the world. Self-determination movements increased tensions, new
political parties gained popularity and, in some cases, the military took a more active role

in national affairs.

India

By the 1930s, the British had ruled India for more than
150 years. Rebellions and protests against British rule
continued to build. On 12 March 1930, the prominent
independence leader Mohandas Gandhi — known to

his followers as Mahatma - led a 241-mile march from
Sabarmati to Dandi. His policy of satyagraha, or mass civil
disobedience, aimed to galvanise opposition to British
rule. The march was a protest against British salt taxes.

Gandhi began the march with 78 followers, but by
the time he reached Dandi, tens of thousands had joined
him. When he arrived, he defied British law by.drawing
salt from the sea. Millions across India followed his

example of satyagraha, and more than 60 000 people,
including Gandhi himself, were arrested. Upon his release
from prison in 1931, the British Viceroy urged Gandhi to
end-satyagraha in exchange for a role in negotiations
about India’s future at a London congress.

As‘opposition to British colonial rule grew, so did
tensions between Hindus and Muslims in British India.
Muhammed Ali Jinnah, leader of the Muslim League, also
urged his fellow Muslims to engage in civil disobedience
during his ‘Day of Deliverance’ speech in December1939,
despite lacking the backing of the predominantly Hindu
Indian National Congress.

Source 1: The Salt March in 1930, led by non-violence leader
Mahatma Gandhi, was a famous act of civil disobedience to
gain freedom from the British.




East Asia

Since the Meiji Restoration of the 19th century, Japan
had rapidly modernised and industrialised. Following
the Sino-Japanese Warin 1894, Taiwan was ceded from
China and administered as a colony of Japan. At the
same time, Japan also gained control of the Kwantung
Leased Territory, a large area.in'north-eastern China.
Although it was briefly held'by Russia,.it returned to
Japanese control followingthe Russo—Japanese War in
1905.

In 1931, without the support of Emperor
Hirohito, the Japanese Army occupied the Kwantung
region, claiming they were defending Japanese
commercial interests. The arrival of further troops
saw the Japanese Army push south into Shanghai, an
important economic centre and cosmopolitan hub
with an international settlement. Within six months,
the region was under Japanese control and the puppet
state of Manchukuo had been established. The
military’s efforts in the region were immensely popular
in Japan, where people saw the acquisition of the
resource-rich area as essential for economic growth.

In May 1932, Japanese Prime Minister Tsuyoshi
Inukai was assassinated by junior naval officers because
he had tried to balance military expansion with
diplomacy. This marked the end of civilian rule in Japan
and led to further expansion in China.

4 Source 2: A Japanese
harmony in Manchuria
propaganda poster,
‘Five Races Under
One Union’

In response to the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the
League of Nations sent a team to investigate and diffuse
tensions: the Lytton Commission. After almost a year, the
Commission reported that ‘... Manchuria should gradually
become a demilitarised area’, meaning that Japanese
troops should withdraw from the region. When it was
presented to the League of Nations General Assembly in
February 1933, the Japanese delegation simply walked
out. A month later, Japan withdrew entirely from the
League of Nations. The very body that had been created
to prevent further conflict now appeared powerless. This
would embolden some nations and frighten others.

As the Japanese presence in the region increased,
internal struggles in China continued. Since 1927 the
Kuomintang (KMT)-led government of China and the
Communist Party of China had been engaged in a bitter
power struggle, although they briefly united in1937 to
form the Second United Front to defend China against
Japan. The civil war of 1927-1937 was characterised by
skirmishes and battles. Just as the KMT forces, led by
Chiang Kai-Shek, seemed on the verge of victory, the
Communist Party forces, led by Mao Zedong, were able to
escape to regroup. This event, known as the Long March,
saw Mao and his followers travel thousands of kilometres
inland to Shaanxi province in 1934-1935. Along the way,
they recruited peasants and disarmed local warlords,
gaining more supporters as they moved.
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By 1937, a series of incidents between the Japanese
Army and Chinese nationalists stoked tensions and the
Marco Polo Bridge Incident, in which a missing Japanese
soldier sparked a gunfire exchange between forces, soon

know not where to end. Never I have heard
or read such brutality. Rape! Rape! Rape!
We estimate at least 1000 cases a night and

led to the second Sino—Japanese War. In the space of
a few months, Shanghai, Beijing and Nanjing fell under
Japanese control. When Nanjing was captured on 13

December 1937, a series of brutal atrocities began. The
Nanjing Massacre — also known as the Rape of Nanjing —

lasted for almost six weeks.

Thousands of young Chinese men across the city
were rounded up and executed without trial. The
exact number of victims is disputed, but historians
estimate that between 40 000 and 300 00O civilians
were murdered by the invading forces. Widespread
acts of rape and violence were committed; soldiers
went door-to-door, targeting civilians. The Japanese

many by day. In case of resistance or anything
that seems like disapproval, there is a bayonet
stab or a bullet.... People are hysterical...
Women are being carried off every morning,
afternoon and evening. The whole Japanese
Army seems to be free to go and come as it
pleases, and to do whatever it pleases.

Reverend James M. McCallum, 19 December 1937

now realise that we have unknowingly
wrought a most grievous effect on this
city. When I think of the feelings and

press even reported on a killing competition between
soldiers. The scale of the massacre drew international
condemnation.

sentiments of many of my Chinese friends who
have fled from Nanjing and of the future of

the two ntries, I cannot but feel depressed.
When it became clear that the city was about to fall, . WY v pr

international businessmen and leaders established the
Nanjing Safety Zone in an effort to shield and support the
civilian population. John Rabe, a German businessman

living in the city, used his own resources and Nazi Party
credentials in an effort to influence the Japanese, but

only succeeded in delaying them. Nevertheless, his

actions allowed hundreds of thousands of civilians to flee

the city before the army arrived. Following the massacre,

Rabe returned to Germany and

attempted to show the world A : w Source 4: Different perspectives on the atrocities in Nanjing
what had happened in Nanjing. ' ik

He even wrote to Hitler, urging 5

him to convince the Japanese to
stop committing atrocities.

I'am very lonely and can never get in a mood
to rejoice about this victory ... I personally
feel sorry for the tragedies to the people,

but the Army must continue unless China
repents. Now, in the winter, the season gives
time to reflect. I offer my sympathy, with deep
emotion, to a million innocent people.

General lwane Matsui, 18 December 1937

The Korean Peninsula, which
had been a Japanese colonial
possession since 1910, was
another rapidly changing area
in East Asia. Anger at what was
seen as an unjust occupation
spilled over following the death
of Emperor Gojong in late
January 1919. Protests spread
across the nation, leading to the
March 1st Movement, which was
brutally suppressed by Japanese
authorities.

Source 3: This mass grave isa memorial p
to the victims of the Nanjing Massacre.
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To control growing nationalist 8 ¥ V‘!X{ ‘25‘ Py
sentiment, Japan encouraged colonisation B ‘.\ e N
from the mainland. Investors and farmers ,‘i. )' Y

quickly took an interest, and Japanese land ' ARy
ownership increased dramatically, from 39.8 ( '%
percentin 1920 to 52.7 per centin 1932. '
Meanwhile, Korean labourers fell deeper
into debt. As Japan’s demand for labour
grew in the late 1930s, large numbers of
Koreans were forced into work. Under
the National Mobilization Law of 1938,
more than five million Koreans were
taken to work in mines and factories. Of
these, 670 000 and were transported to
work in Japan itself, often in difficult
and dangerous conditions. More than
60 000 Korean labourers died.

Unit 731

In1935, the Japanese developed a secret -, ‘
program to develop biochemical weapons. The Kwantung Source 5: Japanese staff conducting
. . \ . . anexperiment at Unit 731

Army’s ‘Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification

Department’, better known as Japanese Imperial Army.
Unit 731, had special ordersto develop plague bombsand
other biowarfare agents.

»

bt B . e

Teams of doctors and medical assistants.conducted
experiments on an estimated 3000 prisoners of war
from all over the world. Led by Shiro Ishii, the program
performed experiments such as injecting people with
diseases like smallpox or syphilis and then monitoring
the progress through their bodies»Experiments using
gas, extreme cold or extreme pressure were conducted,
as was measuring the slow progression of gangrene.
Surgical investigations such as dissections were
performed on prisoners without anaesthesia.

Learning
ladder H0.9

Background and origins

0 What sparked Gandhi’s march in 19307

9 Describe the background to discontent in India
during the 1930s.

e Explain why the Lytton Commission was created and
how Japanese delegates reacted whenits report was
presented to the League of Nations.

Unit 731 was not the only medical team conducting
experiments and an estimated 300 000 people were
affected by the outcomes of the procedures. The data
from these experiments was traded with the US Army
forimmunity from prosecution. No one is known to
have survived and evidence including corpses, physical

e Explain the origins of Japanese militarism and
expansionin the 1930s.

samples and experimental instruments was buried
or burned. In 1984, a medical student accidentally
purchased a Unit 731 experimental data book from

a second-hand bookstore, exposing some evidence
of the horror and, in 2018, Japanese Archives on the
3607 personnel of the unit were published by Katsuo
Nishiyama, an academic of the Shiga University of
Medical Science.

Continuity and change

o How was British rule in India challenged in the 1930s?

e Describe how life in Nanjing changed under Japanese
occupation.

e Explain why the League of Nations could not maintain
peace in the 1930s.

o Evaluate the changes in Korea and China resulting
from Japanese militarism in the 1930s.

Continuity and change, page 10
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How do | conduct
a good inquiry?

As you have progressed through this chapter, you have expanded your existing
knowledge and deepened it by exploring perspectives, identifying patterns and
relationships and linking causes and consequences. Along the way, you have developed
your skills in analysing and interrogating sources, asking critical questions and framing
well-supported arguments. You will now apply these skills to crafting a well-reasoned
response to an inquiry question of your choosing related to World War |l.

1 Choose your topic: Identify a question.
Which of the following would you like to investigate
in greater depth?

Aftermath of World War |

The Great Depression

Rise of Hitler

Youth resistance

The Soviet Union between the wars
Japan between the wars

2 Briefing: Brainstorm what you already know
and what you want to know about this topic.

Node Node
Branch Branch
Node Node
Central
idea
Node
Node Branch Branch
Node

Extend

How does the information

How does this source

3 Field report: Gather your information.

Look back atithe chapter and find all the
information and sources relevant to your topic.
Identify and locate additional sources

(see How-tajp. xx).

Analyse your sources as you go. You can use the
‘Connect, Extend, Challenge’ thinking routine
below to help you.

Take careful notes as you work, including recording
source details, clearly indicating quoted material
and jotting down further questions as they arise.

Exclusive: Review your findings to form
and answer your big question.

Present: Organise and synthesise your
findings into an engaging narrative
(see How-to, p. xx)

Co—

Challenge £E§l

In what ways might the source

relate to what you already expand or complicate your be incomplete, selective, or
know? understanding? influenced by the author’s

In what ways does this account - Does the information challenge perspective?

align with other sources or your previous assumptions, and - What further evidence would
narratives you’ve encountered? if so, in what way? you need to corroborate or
What background or context - What aspects of the source’s refute the claims made in this
do you have that might support presentation (language, source?

the information presented? imagery, emphasis) extend - Arethere discrepancies

How does the source’s origin your thinking about its possible between this source and
connect with its intended biases or intentions? other contemporary accounts

message or audience?
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knowledge
progression

Stepsin

I
H1.0

How can we uhderstand
World War II?

World War Il was a global conflict involving many nations. It changed the course
of modern history and touched the lives of millions. Understanding its scale and
impact is a broad task — one that begins well before the war itself.

| can evaluate the
impact of the rise

and fall of societies.

| can explain why a
society developed.

| can explain how a
society developed.

| can describe the
origins of societies.

| can identify the
origins of societies.

Background
and origins
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@ladder

| can evaluate how
societies were
influenced by significant
people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can explain how
ideas’influenced
people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

Significant
people, ideas
and events

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills
you will learn. Each has five levels of difficulty.
Learning skills at the bottom of the ladder will help
you to master the skKills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy of a society.

| can'explain why a

society has a legacy.

I'can explain the
impact of one
society on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a society.

| can identify the
legacy of a society.

Impact and
legacies

| can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/erchange.

| can explain patterns
of continuity and/
or change.

| can explain

continuity and change.

| can describe

continuity and change.

| can identify

continuity and change.

Continuity and
change

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain why
something was caused
or why it led to certain
consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequence.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

Causes and
consequences



| can evaluate
historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

| can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

| can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify something
historically significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate the
evidence supporting a

historical interpretation.

| can compare historical
interpretations.

| can explain an

interpretation of history.

| can describe an
interpretation of history.

| can identify a
historical debate.

Interpretations

Source 1: The Battle of Brigade Hill took place
during the Kokoda Track campaign in Papua
New Guinea. The battle was a significant defeat
for the Allied forces, butis remembered as an
example of the resilience and determination of
the Australian troops under dire circumstances.

| can explain change
or causality from
atimeline.

| can summarise the
events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context
of a source.

I can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe
a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

Steps in skKill
progression
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How did
World War Il begin?

The Anschluss or unification of Germany and Austria in 1938 followed a four-year
Nazi campaign to destabilise Austrian democracy. The Nazis entered Austria to
stop a referendum about unifying the countries. The Nazis wanted to join the two
countries — Hitler was Austrian — but felt they may lose the referendum.

Rather than invade the country outright, the Nazis used
propaganda to claim that Austria had asked for German
military assistance. Meanwhile, the Austrian leadership
ordered the Austrian Army not to resist an invasion, to
try to avoid bloodshed. There was some popular support
for the German Army’s occupation of Austria on 12-13
March 1938. A poll taken in April, which academics argue
was manipulated, revealed overwhelming support for the

Anschluss.

Czechoslovakia and appeasement

Still smarting over the loss of the resource-rich
Sudetenland to Czechoslovakia under the terms of
the Treaty of Versailles, Germany claimed that ethnic
Germans in these lands were being persecuted.
While military forces amassed on both sides of the

famous statement about how they had achieved ‘Peace
for our time’. The opposition leader, Winston Churchill,
condemned Chambetflain’s actions.

One of the major reasons that the UK and France
sought peace with an ebviously hostile Germany, known as
the policy of appeasement,was that they were rebuilding
their economies and military forces, so they did not have
the strength to oppose Hitler. Ironically, the states who
had signed the Treaty of Versailles had ignored the signs
that Germany was rearming itself in contravention of the
treaty. The annexation of the Sudetenland on 1 October
1938 emboldened Hitler to continue to take over more of
Czechoslovakia, establishing the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia in 1939.

False flag incidents and the invasion

Czechoslovakian border, Hitler negotiated the notorious
Munich Agreement between Germany, the UK; Italy and
France on 30 September1938.

The UK Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain,
upon landing in England after the agreement, made a

Source 1: Key events of WWII
p 12-13 March 1938

Anschluss - Germany decides Atomic bombs
Germany takes over toinvade the dropped on Hiroshima
ke Austria without p 1-3 September 1939 USSR and Nagasaki
id eays opposition Hitler invades Poland;
t. I O UK and allies declare 7 May 1945
II I le Ineo ey The war ends in Europe

of Poland

The German invasion of Poland began with a series of
false flag incidents orchestrated by Schutzstaffel (SS)
chiefs Heinrich Himmler and Reinhard Heydrich. The idea

was to create a pretext for invadi
look like self-defence.

> 22 June 1941

ng Poland that would

6-9 August 1945 <«

p 1 [ [

1938 15 March 1939 7 December 1941 14 August 1945
Chamberlain and Hitler invades _21 Jt_me 1940 i __j_a|_oé|:1 bom-b-s _ The war ends
Hitler sign Munich Czechoslovakia France Pearl Harbor; inJapan

Agreement falls to Nazi the USA enters
Germany <« > the war

36 Good Humanities 10

1939-1945 World War Il



Under Operation Himmler, prison camp inmates
were dressed in Polish Army uniformsthen the Nazis
killed them and displayed them as attackers. Several
SS officers, dressed in Polish Army uniforms, stormed
the Gleiwitz radio tower and left the murdered body of
German Franciszek Honiok outside, deceiving the media.
The BBC broadcast: ‘The German News Agency reports
the attack came at about 8 pm this evening when
the Poles forced their way into the studio and began
broadcasting a statement in Polish. Within a quarter
of an hour, say reports, the Poles were overpowered by
German police who opened fire on them’. The next day,
1September 1939, Germany invaded Poland.

The UK and France both had defence treaties with
Poland and demanded the Germans withdraw. When
Hitler refused to do so, the two countries declared war on
3 September1939. Meanwhile, Germany had signed the
Molotov—Ribbentrop non-aggression pact with the USSR
a month before, so it knew that the USSR would not step
in. Germany felt confident that, with the latest military
technology, it was ready for war.

Source 2: Neville Chamberlain
announcing ‘Peace in our time),
following negotiations with
Hitler in 1938 and consensus
on the Munich Agreement.

Llearning
ladder H1.1

Background and origins

o What was the Anschluss?
e Describe the policy of appeasement.

9 Explain how Hitler’s takeover of the Sudetenland had
rootsin the Treaty of Versailles.

e Explain the background to Germany’s invasion of
Poland.

e Evaluate the UK and France’s decision to appease
Germany.

Chronology

0 Source 1: In which year did Hitler invade
Czechoslovakia?

e Which event happened first: the fall of France or the
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor?

e How many years passed between the Anschluss and
the end of the war in Europe?

e Summarise how the sequence of events from the
Anschluss to Pearl Harbor shows an escalation of the
war.

e Explain how Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor changed
the scope of the war, using evidence from the
timeline.

Chronology, page 10
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Why did Australia become
involved in WWII?

On 3 September 1939, Australia entered World War Il to support Britain and the Allies.
This decision reflected its strong political, economic and military ties to the British Empire
and its commitment to opposing Axis aggression.

The structure of the British Empire in 1939 was different
than it had been in 1914 when World War | broke out.

In 1914, Australia had been one of a number of self-
governing dominions of Britain. However, the 1931
Statute of Westminster defined dominions in a way

that gave them autonomy. At the start of World War I,
therefore, Australia was an ‘autonomous community
within the Empire ... and not subordinate ... in any aspect
of their domestic or external affairs’.

ellow Australians, it is my melancholy

duty to inform you officially that, in

consequence of the persistence of
Germany in her invasion of Poland, Great
Britain has declared war upon her, and that, as
a result, Australia is also at war.

No harder task can fall to the lot of a
democratic leader than to make such an
announcement. Great Britain.and France, with
the cooperation of the British Dominions, have
struggled to avoid this tragedy. They have, as
I firmly believe, been patient; they have kept
the door of negotiation open; they have given
no cause for aggression. But in the result their
efforts have failed and we are, therefore, as a
great family of nations, involved in a struggle
which we must at all costs win, and which we
believe in our hearts we will win ...

... Force has had to be resorted to check the
march of force. Honest dealing, the peaceful
adjustment of differences, the rights of

independent peoples to live their own lives,
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Nevertheless, when Great Britain declared war
on Germany on 3 September 1939, the Australian
Commonwealth Government’s response was to
immediately also declare war, demonstrating
dependence on, notindependence from, British foreign
policy.

On the evening of Sunday 3 September, then Prime
Minister.Robert Menziesmade an announcement that
went outon every national and commercial radio station

the honouring of international obligations and
promises - all these things are at stake.

There was never any doubt as to where
Great Britain stood in relation to them. There
can be no doubt that where Great Britain
stands there stand the people of the entire
British world.

... it is for the rest a moment for quiet
thinking; for that calm fortitude which rests
not upon the beating of drums, but upon the
unconquerable spirit of man, created by God in
His own image ...

Our staying power, and particularly the
staying power of the mother country, will
be best assisted by keeping our production
going; by continuing our avocations [daily
activities] and our business as fully as we can;
by maintaining employment and with it our
strength.

I know that, in spite of the emotions we are
all feeling, you will show that Australia is ready
to see it through ...

Source 1: Robert Menzies radio message, 3 September 1939



in Australia. In this address, Menzies makes Australia’s
position clear, with implications for why the nation
needed to become involved in World War 11.

In addition to Australia’s allegiance to Britain,
the decision to join the war can be understood as a
commitment to defend democratic values. The war was
framed as a struggle between the free democracies of
the world and the rise of the Axis powers’ authoritarian
regimes. Australia saw itself as a part of this global fight
for freedom.

Join the AIF NowW /

4. Source 3: Australian Infantry Force’s “Your Country Needs You’
campaign, 1940. The poster shows the face of Winston Churchill,
the British Prime Minister at the time.

4. Source 2: PrimeMinister Robert Menzies (centre) with his
Advisory War Council, 1940

Learning
ladder H1.2

Significant people, ideas and events

o Who was Robert Menzies?

e Describe how the Statute of Westminster changed
the status of dominions.

e Explain how Menzies’ decision to declare war on
Germany showed dependence on Britain rather than
independence.

o Explain the ideas behind Menzies’ decision to involve
Australiain World War Il.

Sources

0 Source 1: What is the origin of this source?

e Source 1: Using your knowledge, explain how the
source refers to the policy of appeasement.

e Source 1: Explain how the source supports the view
that Australia had strong ties with Britain at the time.

o Source 1: Evaluate the usefulness of this sourcein
explaining why Australia declared war on Germany.

Sources, page 10
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Why did Australians
enlist to fight in WWII?

Between 1939 and 1945 nearly one million Australiaon men and women served in WWII.
Reasons for enlistment included a sense of loyalty to Britain and doing one’s patriotic
duty. After 1941, the threat of invasion by Japan led to people enlisting to protect
Australia. However, conscription forced some Australians to enlist without a choice.

A survey on reasons for enlisting was conducted after
World War Il. From the results of this survey, ‘duty’ was
the most important motivator for those who joined up.
The next two most given reasons were nationalism and
loyalty to the Empire. The survey also found the Anzac
tradition was a factor for some who enlisted.

A few weeks after declaring war on Nazi Germany on
3 September 1939, Prime Minister Menzies announced
the reintroduction of compulsory military training,
known as the Universal Service Scheme. All unmarried
men turning 21 were required to undertake three months
training in the Citizen Military Forces (CMF). From
February 1943, men conscripted to the CMF could be
sent to fight in the South-West Pacific Zone.

Women would also enter military service and, for
the first time, be engaged in roles other than nursing.
Nearly 36 000 enlisted across the three women’s Army
services during World War I1. Again,a'sense of duty was
the main motivation for joining up.

he powerful tradition of the Australian

Imperial Force of twenty years before.

So high was the prestige of that
volunteer army that a desire to qualify for
membership of its brotherhood and to march
on Anzac Day was to some a strong motive for
enlistment. Some men said that they enlisted
to escape from uninteresting occupations, dull
towns or suburbs, or domestic difficulties -
in fact, for adventure; and this motive, mixed
with other feelings of duty and of desire for
self-enhancement, was undoubtedly powerful ...

Source 1: Gavin Long (Australia’s official historian) (1952),
Australia in the War of 1939-1945. Series 1- Army - Volume 1
- To Benghazi, p.57
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Although laws prevented First Nations Peoples
enlisting, the day following Menzies’ announcement that
Australia was at war, 50 First Nations men volunteered
for the army in the'Northern Territory. It is estimated
around 4 00O First Nations people joined up, including
Reg Saunders (Source 2), the first known First Nations
man to become a commissioned officer in the Australian
armed forces.

o, I never fought for anybody but

Australia. I always was loyal to my

country. ... I fought for the Queen of
Australia - or the King of Australia - I didn’t
want the King or the Queen of England
because I’'d have been just as happy fighting
against them. Australia is my country. I
don’t owe any allegiance or loyalty to the
Queen of England. They tried to bloody
destroy me, and my family, my tribe, my
people. So I’'m a bit like the Irish. I love my
country very much and I like the people
in Australia, so my loyalty was purely
Australian.

No, it was a sense of duty to the country,
Australia is my country and I'd merely
followed in the footsteps of hundreds of
other Aboriginals in World War I. The men
that I grew up with - you know, my school
mates’ fathers and that - they were nearly
all soldiers or involved in the military. So I
thought it was just a normal thing.

Source 2: Gunditjmara man, Captain Reg inald Saunders,
quoted in Robert Hall (1995), Fighters from the Fringe,
Aboriginal Studies Press, Canberra, p. 64.



The reasons First Nations people gave for enlisting
included access to education, better pay (although
they were paid less than non-Indigenous soldiers),
being with friends or family, patriotism and seeking
adventure and freedom.

“«\I|GTORY JOB

APPLY AT YOUR NEAREST NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE

t is so hard to say that you joined up for

this reason or that reason - when so many

things come into it. Some people join up
because it is the thing to do, or because they

are hard up, or because they want to get away

from domestic unhappiness, or because.they
simply want to get at the enemy. It’s.all those

things. Perhaps it was a stirring R.A.A.F poster

that shouted ‘This is a‘ man’s job!”.

Source 5: Roberts Dunstan (1945), The Sand and the Sky,
Robertson and Mullens, Melbourne, p.40

was nineteen [and joined] for the same

reason the boys wanted to join up; you

felt that you had to do something for your
country. It was something entirely different
and I was young. Women were stepping into
these roles simply because we were a small
country, they needed so many, they were
committed to send so many of the young men
away and the only way to handle everything
was to bring the women in.

Source 6: Interview with June Stone, 19 February 1991

4. Source 3: Recruitment poster for the RAAF, 1941
[Australian War Memorial, ARTV04283]

4 Source 4: Poster designed to encourage Australian women to join the
services or become involved in industry to help in the war effort, 1943.
[Australian War Memorial, ARTVO0332]

Learning
ladder H1.3

Significant people, ideas and events

0 List the three main reasons people gave for enlisting.
e Describe the Universal Service Scheme.

e Explain how reasons for enlisting differed between
First Nations and non-First Nations people.

0 Explain the difference between enlisting and being
conscripted.

e Sources 3 and 4: Evaluate why posters like this were
used even though conscription existed.

Perspectives

o Source 1: According to historian Gavin Long, how
important was military tradition as a reason to enlist?

9 Source 1: How might the author’s employment
influence the perspective given?

9 Source 2: Compare this source’s view of England with
that of Prime Minister Menzies (see 7.8).

o Sources 1, 2 and the other written sources: Evaluate
each source and identify any common perspectives
on enlisting for World War Il.

Perspectives, page 10
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What happened
during the European
theatre of war?

The invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany was the final insult of Hitler against Europe.
He had shown that Chamberlain’s appeasement strategy had failed and that Germany
was on a path to war. This war would last six long years, eventually involve all the global
superpowers, and cost an estimated 50 to 56 million lives, including the systematic
murder of 6 million Jews (see Chapter H2 on the Holocaust).

European invasions during World War II

Legend

I Axis nations

' Occupied by Axis nations
[ Allied nations

| Neutral nations

Siege of
Leningrad

ATLANIC
OCEAN ione v Battle of

Battle of Britain

Battle of the Buloe -
{ 1944 1943
4 Black Sea
S A >
1942 3 £

u Mediterranean

Battle of
El Alamein

4 Source 1: Europe in World War I, showing the different powers and the invasions
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The Western Front

Poland

The signing of the non-aggression treaty with the USSR
provided Germany with the confidence to make the

first move in the European theatre of war. Poland was
relatively weak and provided an excellent target to

fulfil the Nazi aim of Lebensraum, living space for the
German people. It also served as the first large-scale
test of the latest Nazi weapons and tactics, including
Blitzkrieg, or lightning war - fast and aggressive attacks.
The invasion of Poland was complete in just five weeks.

France and the UK had not anticipated that war
would happen so soon and their militaries were
unprepared. As a result, they could only offer Poland
minimal aid. The Nazis’ success in Poland showed them
that, by using Blitzkrieg tactics and incorporating rapid
mechanised weapons and precise air support, they could
launch a large-scale European invasion without the risk
of the long years of trench warfare seen in World War I.

France

Hitler then set his sights on France. Many in Germany
still resented France as an enemy and saw it as the
main beneficiary of the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler aimed
to invade France and humiliate them for the ‘wrongs’
they had committed against Germany. After World

Source 2: Adolf Hitler
in Paris shortly after the
armistice was signed

War I, the French had spent much time expanding and
strengthening a series of fortresses and defensive
positions known as the Maginot Line, believing it would
deter German aggression and prevent trench warfare.

Hitler’s response was to avoid the Maginot Line
altogether.On10 May 1940, the Germans invaded France
via Belgium, crossing the border where fortifications
were weak. Again, the tactics of Blitzkrieg were used to
great effect. Despite some strong resistance by French
and English forces, the invasion was only slowed by poor
roads, which made it difficult for mobile infantry (Panzer
Brigades) to move ahead too quickly, and led to some
detachments running out of fuel.

As the German Army had bypassed the Maginot
Line, the French Army battalions feared being cut off.
On 20 May, the German forces had taken key parts
of the Western Front and many French and English
divisions were strandedin the north of France and
Belgium. The Frenchdefence focused on getting as
many men and tanks as possible to the north to launch a
counter-offensive. In the final three weeks of the German
invasion, the Blitzkrieg tactics met fierce resistance, and
the German advance began to slow, despite Italy joining
the conflict to support Germany. The German air force,
the Luftwaffe, played a key role at this stage, attacking
French and English positions to weaken resistance.

Dunkirk

By 26 May 1940, the Allied commanders realised

that the forces stranded in the northern parts of
France and Belgium could not win and would soon be
completely surrounded. The only option was to launch
an evacuation on a scale never seen before — Operation
Dynamo. This audacious plan involved the UK War Office
commandeering as many ships and boats as possible
to ferry the Allied forces out of northern France and
Belgium. The centre of the operation was the small
French town of Dunkirk. This operation was later called
the ‘miracle of Dunkirk’ as, over the course of nine
days, from 26 May to 4 June, British ships managed to
evacuate almost 339 000 troops.

With much of the French armed forces evacuated,
there was little resistance left to the German invasion.
After just eight weeks, Germany had completed the
invasion of France, culminating in the fall of Paris. On 21
June, the French government signed an armistice with
Germany, officially ending the conflict. However, many
French people continued to fight the Nazis. The French
Resistance and Free French governmentin exile, led
by General Charles De Gaulle, carried on resisting the
German occupation.

World War 11(1939-1945) 43



I
H1.4

The UK

After the success in France, Hitler began to consider
invading England. The actions across continental Europe
had shown the importance of air superiority and how

it could change the fortunes of battle. Hitler felt that if
the Luftwaffe could dominate the skies over the English
Channel and the British Isles, he could force the UK

to negotiate for peace. The initial Nazi strategy was to
target Royal Air Force (RAF) command centres, but

this proved ineffectual. The strategy then shifted to
targeting the industrial centres producing war munitions
and equipment, as well as launching terror bombing
campaigns against civilians. This became known in
England as ‘the Blitz’.

From 7 September 1940 to 11 May 1941, the Luftwaffe
failed to overcome English defences and eventually
withdrew, having lost much of its air superiority. This was
hailed as the first German defeat of World War Il and is
often considered a turning point in the war.

The Eastern Front

With France having signed an armistice and England
struggling to hold off the Luftwaffe, Hitler decided to
redeploy much of his military to prepare for an invasion
of the USSR, called Operation Barbarossa. The aim was
to invade and occupy vast areas of western Russiato
gain access to oil, food and other materials that Germany
needed to sustain its war effort.

Source 3: Londoners sheltering
in a tube station to avoid the
Luftwaffe bombs being dropped
on London as part of the Blitz.

On 22 June 1941, Germany began its invasion of
the USSR. This caught the Soviets off guard, as Stalin
thought that Germany would not risk opening another
front. The Soviet Union evacuated over 16 million people
and moved 1500 heavy manufacturing factories beyond
the reach of the Nazi offensive. As they did this, they
followed a ‘scorched earth’ policy, setting fire to crops
and destroying infrastructure so the Nazis could not use
it. The Nazi offensive strategy relied on taking Moscow,
believing this would lead to the USSR’s collapse.

Again, Blitzkrieg tactics proved effective, but the
same issues slowed the offensive: vehicles ran out of
fuel and some moved too quickly for other mechanised
battalions to keep up. Despite these problems, the
Nazi advance forced the poorly equipped and trained
Red Army into retreat. One of the first pockets of
resistance was at thecity of Leningrad (now known as
St Petersburg). The Nazis quickly surrounded the city
and began a siege that lasted more than two years. More
than:5 million civilians and soldiers died — many from
the brutal guerrilla conflict, but also from famine caused
by thesiege.

The failure of the Nazis to take Leningrad was a
turning point on the Eastern Front. With reinforcements,
improved manufacturing output and Soviet T-34 tanks
better suited to the harsh conditions, the Soviets began
pushing back against the German offensive.




Source 4: Citizens of Leningrad
clearing away debris after an
artillery attack by the Nazis

The invasion of the USSR proved to be both a military.
and political blunder by Hitler. Not only had he failed
to conquer the USSR, but he had also strengthened
the alliance between Winston Churchill, now UK Prime
Minister, and Stalin. This was formalised in the Mutual
Assistance Treaty, ensuring that the United Kingdom and
the USSR would work together to defeat the Nazis.

North Africa

North Africa was also an important theatre of war close
to Europe. The North African campaign was designed to
remove the British from the region and was initially led
by Italian forces. However, it became stalled. This forced
Hitler to assign one of his best generals, Erwin Rommel, to
lead the campaign.

Rommel had an immediate impact and was able to
push the Allied forces back into Egypt, with one important
exception — the Australian 9th Infantry Division, which
retreated into the fortress port of Tobruk. Rommel
was unable to advance any further as this would have
threatened his already stretched supply lines. This led
to the siege of Tobruk, where the troops were mocked
by Nazi propaganda as ‘rats’. The name stuck, and being
called ‘the Rats of Tobruk’ became a badge of honour. The
siege lasted for more than 200 days, thanks to night-time
resupply operations conducted by the UK Royal Navy.

Germany’s failure to gain a victory at Tobruk

prevented its access to a vital supply route and gave the
Allies a major morale boost.

Learning
ladder H1.4

Significant people, ideas and events

0 What was the idea of Lebensraum?
e Describe the tactic of Blitzkrieg.

e Describe ‘Operation Dynamo’ and why it became
known as the ‘miracle of Dunkirk’.

e Explain the Nazi strategy for invading England.

e Explain why events on the Eastern Front can be
considered a blunder by Hitler.

Significance
° What was the significance of the non-aggression

treaty between Germany and the USSR?

e Describe the significance of the Maginot Linein
defending France from German aggression.

e Explain why Britain’s ability to prevent a German
invasion is considered a significant event in World
Warll.

o Explain the significance of the North Africa
campaign.

Significance, page 10

World War 11 (1939-1945) 45



I
H1.5

What was the War
in the Pacific?

By the time World War Il broke out in Europe, Japan and China had already been

at war for over two years. This had largely been a local conflict, far removed from the
tensions in Europe. All this changed when the Japanese decided to seek territory
throughout the Asia-Pacific and launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.

The attack on Pearl Harbor resulted in the United Among military leaders in Japan, debate raged about
States joining the Allies, and Japan formalising its whether the nation should expand north into East Asia
relationship as an Axis power. So, the two theatres of and the Soviet Union, or south into South-East Asia and
war became one global conflict. What differentiated the Pacific in pursuit of resources and an advantage over
the Pacific theatre was the impact of naval warfare — Allied forces. Atthe end of World War |, Japan had gained
the side that could control the air and waters would control of German territories in the Pacific, including
eventually be victorious. many ofthe islands of Micronesia: the Marianas, Marshall
Islands and Palau. The Japanese leadership eventually
Japanese expansion deC|ded tO expaﬂd South.
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French Indochina

As conflict continued in East Asia between Chinese
forces and the occupying Japanese Army, the rail link
between French Indochina (the modern-day countries
of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia) and Kunming remained
China’s final overland link with the outside world, one
that the Japanese moved swiftly to cut off.

Once Germany invaded in May 1940, France could no
longer properly support its overseas colonies. Over the
next few months, Japan took advantage of this to present
the French Indochinese government with a number of
requests — effectively ultimatumes:

1. close all supply routes to China

2. allow Japan to set up a naval base and
close the Chinese border completely

3. allow Japanese troops to be stationed in
the country, adjacent to the Chinese border.

After heavy negotiations, more than 6000 Japanese
troops were authorised to enter the country. However,
skirmishes with French forces still erupted. To avoid
further bloodshed, authorities agreed to the stationing
of more Japanese troops in the country and by mid-1944
more than 140 000 were stationed in the south.

Dutch East Indies

One of the primary motives for Japan’s southern
expansion was access to resources, principally oil.

The Dutch East Indies (modern-day Indonesia and
Timor-Leste) was the world’s fourth-largestexporter of oil
at the time and became a priority target for occupation,
especially after US President Roosevelt embargoed
American exports to Japaninduly 1941. Through a series
of amphibious assaults supported by.naval fire, Japanese
forces took control of the country in a matter of months
and, with it, valuable reserves to secure their expansion
and support the military.

Thailand

With the intention of pushing south, the Japanese

saw Thailand as the ideal launching pad for attacks on
Malaya and Burma, particularly as British forces were
preoccupied in Europe and would be unable to assist
troops already in the region. As Japanese forces built up
in nearby French Indochina and naval vessels drew closer,
an ultimatum was issued to the Thai Government on

7 December 1941: allow Japanese forces to use Thailand
as a base of operations or face invasion.

The next day, with no response forthcoming,
Japanese forces attacked several key locations, quickly
gaining advantage. Within five hours the Thai Government
yielded and an agreement was sighed between Japan and
Thailand; for the remainder of the war, Thailand was now
an Axis ally and declared war on the UK and the United
States. The Free Thai Movement later emerged as Thais,
particularly those living'outside Thailand, increasingly
opposed the Japanese military presence.

Pearl Harbor

As Japan sought to expand across South-East Asia, it
was acutely aware of the military capabilities of its Pacific
neighbours, the United States. On 7 December 1941,
Japan launched a surprise attack on the US naval base

at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii — weakening the United States
would mean precious time to secure the region and
establish defences. Despite causing significant casualties
and damage, the Japanese were unable to disable the
US Pacific Fleet and their actions served to galvanise US
support for the war, something the country had earlier
resisted.

Source 2: A scene from the 2001 movie Pearl Harbor shows the
Japanese surprise attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor on 7
December 1941. w




The Philippines

Ten hours after the attack on Pear|
Harbor, Japanese forces began an
invasion of the Philippines, which had
been a colony of the United States
and held a heavy American troop
presence. American and Filipino
troops were outnumbered and, under
increasing pressure, withdrew to the
Bataan Peninsula, before eventually
surrendering on 9 April 1942. The
survivors were forcibly taken to prison
facilities via a series of brutal overland
marches marked by beatings and
summary executions. Known as the
Bataan Death March, thousands lost
their lives.

Singapore and Malaya

Following Pearl Harbor, Australian
authorities were increasingly
concerned at the growing expansion of
the Japanese, but remained confident
that British forces in Singapore and
Malaya, supported by a large Australian
contingent, would contain any further
threat. More than 130 00O British
troops, including Indian soldiers and
the Australian 8th Division, were
presentin the region and two British
battleships had arrived followingthe
attack on Pearl Harbor. But by the end
of January, both battleships had been
sunk and Malaya had fallen.

On 15 February 1942, Australia’s
worst fears were realised when
Singapore surrendered to the
Japanese, leaving no major defences
between Australia and the advancing
Japanese Army. Large numbers of
soldiers became prisoners of war
(POWSs), including more than 15 000
Australians.

The Kempeitai, Japan’s military police, played a
special role in covert operations and security across
wartime Japan and its colonies. Part of this role
involved suppressing dissent, often brutally. In occupied
Singapore, tens of thousands of ethnic Chinese civilians

were rounded up and executed.
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Source 3: The Japanese used propaganda to encourage the people of India to rise up
against the British. Among other depictions in this poster, Winston Churchill eats a piece
of meat carved in the shape of India, alluding to the consumption of the subcontinent by
the British Empire. The text reads, ‘Beat the devil with sticks and save India’.

Burma and India

Having conquered most of South-East Asia, Japanese
attention soon turned to Burma, beyond which lay India.
Beginning in December 1941, the Burma campaign
would last years, with soldiers on both sides experiencing
malnutrition and disease in the difficult, humid
conditions. Limited transport infrastructure also played
aninfluential role, as did the politically complex nature of
the conflict.



Source 4:During the 55-day Malayan campaign, Japanese
forces advanced nearly one thousand kilometres from
Songkhla to Johor Bahru. Imperial Japanese Army engineers
constructed makeshift bridges across many jungle creeks for
their infantry to travel on. This photo is from ¢. January 1942.

The Japanese were supported by both Thai.and
some Burmese independence forces, whilethe British
forces included hundreds of thousands of soldiers from
across the colonies, primarily fromndia. As shown
in Source 3, the Japanese attempted to persuade
Indians to rise up against the Allies, but they were
mostly unsuccessful. The Burma campaign ended up
as the longest land campaign of the Pacific War, and
unfortunately would eventually cost both sides hundreds
of thousands of lives.

New Guinea and the Dutch East Indies

By the end of January 1942, the Japanese had taken
control of Rabaul in New Guinea and defeated the
Australian and local forces at Ambon, Timor and Java in
the Dutch East Indies within a few weeks.

Rabaul, on the island of New Britain, would serve
as a base of operations for regional Japanese forces
as they planned their campaign to capture the New
Guinea capital of Port Moresby. Rabaul lay just over
1500 kilometres from Cairns. The Japanese military, it
seemed, had now reached Australia’s doorstep.

Learning
ladder H1.5

Significant people, ideas and events

0 When was the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor?
9 Describe Japan’s actions in French Indochina.

e Describe the idea behind the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor.

e Explain the significance of the fall of Singapore.

Causes and consequences

0 What was the effect on America’s attitude to the war
after the attack on Pearl Harbor?

e Describe what caused the deaths of thousands of
captured soldiers after Japan took the Philippines.

e Describe the event that caused thousands of
Australian soldiers to become prisoners of the
Japanese.

o Explain the effect of Japan occupying several nations
and territories in the Pacific region. What was the
impact for Australia?

Causes and consequences, page 10
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Where did
Australian soldiers serve?

From 3 September 1939 to 15 August 1945, nearly one million Australians, from a population
of seven million people, would serve in World War Il. As part of the British Empire, Australia
was one of the first countries in the world to declare war on Nazi Germany.

Before the outbreak of war, there had been concerns
about the size of the Australian Army, which
numbered barely 3000 soldiers, in addition
to the volunteer Citizen Military Forces
(CMF) of around 80 000, most of whom
were poorly trained and ill-equipped.
The Defence Act 1910 prohibited the
use of conscription, except in defence
of Australian territories (which at the
time included New Guinea), but from1
January 1940, Prime Minister Robert
Menzies introduced compulsory
military training for
unmarried men after they
turned 21. Despite
the White Australia
Policy being in place
and The Defence
Actrestricting
enlistmentamong
non-European Australians,
there were many non-white
Australians among the Australian
military, including people of Chinese,
Lebanese and Japanese descent (Source 1).

Source 1: Mario Takasuka, the Australian-born
son of Japanese migrants, was eventually able to
enlistin the AIF in 1940, following two rejections
on racial grounds. Australian military
authorities sought to have him removed
when Japan entered the war, but with
support from his commanding
officer, he remained in active
service. p
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The Middle East, North
Africa and Crete

On 14 September 1939, just 11
days after Australia officially
joined the war, the 2nd AIF

was formed with 20 000 men,
followed by subsequent divisions,
preparing and equipping soldiers
for active service abroad. Since
the British defence at Singapore
was considered more than
adequate for control of the
Asia—Pacific, Australian soldiers
were sent to support British
Commonwealth forces in the
Middle East and North Africa —
notably at Tobruk in Libya, Syria,
Lebanon, Palestine and El Alamein
in Egypt —aswellasto Greece and
the UK itself.

Source 2: Soldiers from the Australian
6th Division arrive in Alexandria after
being evacuated from Crete, June 1941.
[Australian War Memorial, 007742/04] p

Asia

Australian soldiers were also sent to
parts of Asia, to support the British
forces in Malaya and Singapore, as well
as to protect the Dutch East Indies and
Rabaulin Papua New Guinea. While they
were concerned about the Japanese
threat, Australian officials believed that
the large British garrison at Singapore
and the other expeditionary forces

and allies across the region would
prevail. However, by early 1942, it was
clear this was not the case. With and
the Japanese military within striking
distance of the Australian mainland,
most Australian forces were engaged
overseas.

4 Source 3: Australian and South African
servicemen enjoy a game of cards in a gun pit
during the Western Desert campaign, North
Africa. [Imperial War Museum, E14671]
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The Kokoda campaign

Despite some attacks on Australian soil in early 1942 With the bulk of Australia’s military engaged abroad
(see page 73), by mid-1942 the tide began to turn or captured, inexperienced soldiers from the CMF
against the Japanese. Their progression was slowed by supported local Papuans — together known as Maroubra
naval defeats to combined US and Australian forces at Force — to slow the Japanese advance. Over several

the Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway. months, Maroubra Force began to push the Japanese
These losses forced the Japanese to attempt more back, winning nationwide respect. More than 16 000
difficult overland assaults in New Guinea in their effort were wounded, another 4000 were infected with

to take the PNG capital, Port Moresby. Most notably, the tropical illnesses and around 625 lost their lives. With
Japanese had to use a 96-kilometre track known as the the increasing US presence in the Pacific, momentum
Kokoda Trail. The muddy, slippery trail ran through the shifted to the Allied forces, with Japan unable to supply
difficult terrain and dense jungle of the Owen Stanley the necessary resources their armed forces needed.

Mountain Range.

‘ . ¥ A
3 Source 4: The Battle of Kokoda was a four-month engageme

1942 in which the Australian army stopped the southward advanc
,A,Of Japanese forces to Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea.

-




4. Source 5: The Maroubra Force were assisted by local Papuans,
such as Mr Ovuri Indiki.

Bomber command

Britain established Bomber Command to fly missions
over Europe to destroy strategic sites and enemy

cities. About 10 000 Australians flew either in RAAF
squadrons within Bomber Command or as part of the
Royal Air Force. They flew Halifax, Lancaster, Stirling

and Wellington bombers. In October 1944 one of the
Lancaster bombers, ‘G for George’, was flown to Australia
to promote the war effort.

Australians fought in the three great bomber battles
in Europe — the Ruhr, Hamburg and Berlin. Every mission
was dangerous and could last eight hours, much of it
over enemy territory. Bomber Command was the most
dangerous theatre of war for Australians: more than one
in three were killed in action and 650 died in training
accidents. Two Australian airmen, Flight Sergeant
Rawdon Middleton and Wing Commander Hughie
Edwards, were awarded the Victoria Cross.

Learning
ladder H1.6

Significant people, ideas and events

5
0 How many Australians served in World War 11? List L)
places where they served.

9 Describe why the 2nd AIF was sent to the Middle East,
North Africa and Crete but not to Singapore.

e Explain the role of the Maroubra Force in the Kokoda
campaign.

e Explain how and where Australians served in Bomber
Command.

Causes and consequences

o What effect did the Defence Act 1910 have on where
conscripted soldiers could serve?

e Describe what led to the decision not to send
Australian troops to Singapore in 1939-1941. What
was the effect of this decision by early 19427

9 Explain the effect of Japanese losses in the Battle of
the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway on their plans
to capture Papua New Guinea.

0 What is your explanation for the high loss of
Australian lives among those who served in Bomber
Command?

Causes and consequences, page 10
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What was the
Battle for Australia?

After Singapore fell to the Japanese on 8—15 February 1942, most Australians believed
they would next attempt to invade Australia. However, despite some Japanese actions
against Australig, this invasion never took place. Indeed, some historians have argued the

threat was never real.

Preparing for war

Already familiar with the bombing raids on English cities,
by 1942 Australia was preparing for the possibility of war
reaching its shores.

= Air Raid Precautions (ARP) were civil defence
measures established to ensure the home front
knew what to do in case of attack. Volunteers were
recruited to serve as air raid wardens, fire watchers,
first aid workers and rescue teams, and air raid
shelters were constructed in urban areas, especially
in Darwin, Sydney and Brisbane.

Source 1: World War Il fort, Cape Pallarenda
Conservation Park, Townsville. Forts like this were built

throughout northern Australia, in preparation for attack.
v

The Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC), formed in
1940 as a militiaccapable of defending Australia
from invasion'or sabotage, was made part of the
Australian MilitaryForces as the threat of Japanese
invasion loomed. By 1942 it had 45 000 members.

The'Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance Unit
was formed in February 1942. It included more than
50 Yolngu men in eastern Arnhem Land.

The North Australia Observation Unit was formed to
guard and monitor the northern Australian coastline.
Known as the ‘Nackeroos’, this unit included
significant numbers of First Nations servicemen.




make it quite clear that Australia looks
to America, free of any pangs as to our
traditional links of kinship with the United
Kingdom ... We know the problems that the
United Kingdom faces. We know the constant
threat of invasion ... but we know too that

Australia can go, and Britain can.still hold on

... We are therefore determined that Australia
shall not go, and we shall exert all our energies
towards the shaping of‘a plan, with the United
States as its keystone, which will give our
country confidence of being able to hold out
until the tide of battle swings against the
enemy.

Source 3: John Curtin, quoted in the Herald, 27 December 1941.

Looking to America

Following the fall of Singapore, Australian authorities
realised that the ability of the UK to support the Pacific
defence would be limited at best. In December 1941,
Prime Minister John Curtin had advocated for closer ties
to the United States (Source 1), an increasingly influential
nation with an impressive military and, following the
attack on Pearl Harbor, an enemy of Japan. As the threat
to Australia increased, John Curtain declared that the
country now faced the ‘Battle for Australia’. In this battle,
the United States became an important ally.

Source 2: Air raid practice, Melbourne, 1942

n the result of [the Battle for Australia]
largely depends the fate of the English-
speaking world ... It will be recalled
that the fall of Dunkirk initiated the Battle for
Britain. The fall of Singapore opens the battle
for Australia. On its issue not merely depends
the fate of this Commonwealth, but the fate of
the United States of America, and indeed all of
the Americas

Source 4: Prime Minister John Curtain, quoted in Lismore’s
Northern Star newspaper on 17 February 1942, days after the fall
of Singapore.

Attacks on northern Australia

At 9.58 am on 19 February 1942, Australian soil came
under attack for the first time when the Japanese
launched two air raids on Darwin. Not only were military
targets hit, but a number of public buildings, including
the post office, were bombed. A second attack followed
an hour later. By the end of these two raids at least

243 people had been killed and 350 were wounded.
Afurther 97 attacks on northern Australia including
Broome, Wyndham, Port Hedland, Derby, Katherine,
Townsville and Mossman followed, with the last one on
12 November 1943.
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Japanese submarines attack
Sydney and Newcastle

On the night of 31 May 1942, three Japanese
midget submarines entered Sydney Harbour.
Around 11.30pm, one of the submarines fired
its missiles, with one hitting HMAS Kuttabul,
killing 19 and injuring 10 of the sailors on board.
The impact of this attack on the home front
was great. It heightened fear and made people
realise the closeness of Japanese forces to
Australia. One week later, Japanese submarines
off Newcastle shelled the coast, causing further
alarm.

Source 5: Sydney Morning Herald,
Friday 20 February 1942
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The reality of the risk

There remains ongoing debate about whether the
Japanese planned to capture Australia, but today most
historians believe that the Japanese had no intention
of landing their soldiers on Australian soil. However, the
attacks were psychologically unsettling at the time and,
for many, an invasion seemed imminent.

o facilitate the efficiency of raising

revenue to pursue the Second World War

the Commonwealth had first requested
the States to pass their income taxing powers
to it for the duration of the war at the 1941
Premiers’ Conference. The States refused. On
23 February 1942 - two days after the Japanese
bombed Darwin - the Federal government
appointed a select Committee on Uniform
Taxation to advise it as to the best way taxation
revenue could be raised. This committee
was so select that the answer was a foregone
conclusion. [The States and Territories never
regained power over taxation.]

Source 6: Brett Bondfield (2024), ‘Don’t Mention the War’, in Paul
Ashton (ed), Walking a Tight Rope: Milestones and Moments in
the History of the NSW Treasury, Sydney, p. 86.



Source 7: Wreckage of the Navy vessel Kuttabul after being hit
by a torpedo fired from a Japanese midget submarine in Sydney
Harbour, 31 May 1942. [Australian War Memorial, C256271]

A Source 9: ‘He's Coming South’, 1942 poster

n a nutshell, early in 1942, Japan’s wartime

llearning
ladder H1.7

Background and origins

leaders thought about invading Australia.
They weighed up the costs and the possible
results, and decided not to. ... Australians not

unreasonably thought that having conquered

most of south-east Asia the Japanese would 0 What was the background to establishing Air Raid

simply keep going. It was logical ~ and they’d Precautions (ARP)?
been fearful of Japanese aggression for fifty e isstcrgﬁj,the origins of the phrase ‘Battle for

years, fears evoked by flovelsPblags and films. e Explain why Australia began looking to the United

States for support.

e Explain why Australians in 1942 believed they faced
invasion by Japan.

The Curtin government understandably
warned Australians to prepare for attack or
even invasion - as the notorious poster put it

‘He’s Coming South! Interpretations

In fact, ‘He’ was not, but John Curtin and the 0 What debate do historians have about the reality of a

Japanese plan to invade Australia in 1942?

9 Sources 3 and 4: Describe John Curtin’s
interpretation of the ‘Battle for Australia’.

9 Source 8: Explain the interpretation that the ‘Battle

for Australia’ was a morale campaign rather than a
real military contest.

Allied Supreme Commander in the South West
Pacific, Douglas MacArthur, only understood
this by about the middle of 1942. ... By then
the Australian government could not abandon

the claim that invasion was likely. In fact, an

o Compare Curtin’s wartime interpretation with
later historians’ view that the invasion threat was
exaggerated. In what key way do they differ?

anxious Curtin did not publicly admit that the
threat had been removed until mid-1943, a
full year after he disclosed as much to his War
Cabinet.

e Which view is better supported by the evidence?
Justify your answer.

Source 8: Professor Peter Stanley, ‘What ‘Battle for Australia?”,

| i XX
ABC News, 3 September 2008 nterpretations, page

World War 11(1939-1945) 57



I
H1.8

How were prisoners
of war treated during
World War II?

The number of people interred during World Warr |l, either as prisoners of war or as enemy
aliens, was significantly higher than in World War |. How these people were treated depended in
large part on where they were captured. Mistreatment, and death, of prisoners of war was much
higher in Japanese-occupied territory or on the Eastern Front compared to other places.

Europe, the Middle East and North Africa

The Geneva Convention is an international agreement

on the treatment of captured prisoners, under which all
nations are obligated to provide both captured civilians
and military personnel with adequate supplies and
conditions, and to seek their repatriation where possible.
For the more than 8000 Australians captured by German

i J ; 1 L 4 —
Source 1: Wounded Australian and New Zealand POWSs at;
miain POW hospital in Gréece. They are waiting for a concert
té start. After the‘war,'these POWs were largely overlooked

8 Good _:u[nh’n#ies 10
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or Italian forces and their allies in Europe or the Middle
East, conditions generally followed the Convention.
These POWs - of whom 269 died — were taken during
campaigns, primarily in Greece and North Africa, or were
pilots who survived crashes or parachuted into enemy
territory. Many of them remained prisoners for more
than three years.

week in cattle trucks in the height of
sweltering summer ... No seats or other
amenities. All of us weak and suffering

from diarrhoea, many with bleeding bowels

and no sanitary arrangements whatsoever.

Source 2: Australian POW captured in Greece and transported
to a prison camp in Germany by cattle truck.




e were all lying there with our
ulcers and our dysentery and
malaria and everything—no
| medicine, nothing at all. At the end of the hut
you could see the Colonel [Coates] operating ...
The Colonel would cut right around the
[diseased] flesh and he’d grip the arteries and
that to stop the blood from flying out. He was

taking six legs a day off there.

Source 3: Alf Michell, Australian POW in Changi

&@ Learning

Source 4: Prisoners of War from theAustralian 2/29th Infantry
Battalion outside their hut in the Changi gaol area in 1945, after being
rescued.

The Pacific Front

The experiences of these POWs contrasted sharply with
the tens of thousands who were taken by the Japanese
military, including more than 15 000 at Singapore and
Malaya alone. On the island of Borneo, Allied prisoners
were force-marched through tropical jungle from
Sandakan to Ranau. More than 2400 men died while
only six survived — one of the worst atrocities to befall
Australian servicemen during the war.

Of the Allied forces captured in Singapore, more
than 8000 died in brutal conditions — rations were
scarce, hunger and disease were rampant and medical
treatment was almost non-existent. Japan refused to
acknowledge the Geneva Convention and prisoners
were beaten and punished harshly, including being
tortured and summarily executed.

ladder H1.8

Significant people, ideas and events

0 What was the Geneva Convention?

e Describe the general treatment of Australian POWs
in Europe.

e Sources 3 and 4: Explain how conditions for POWs
under the Japanese differed from those under
German forces.

e Explain why POWs under Japanese control had such
a high death rate.

Causes and consequences

o Describe the effect of Germany and Italy following
the Geneva Convention on POWSs.

e Describe what led to more than 15 000 Australians
being captured by the Japanese.

e Explain the effect on the 2400 POWs forced to
march from Sandakan to Ranau.

o Explain the effect on POWSs of Japan's failure to
follow the Geneva Convention.

Causes and consequences, page 10
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What were the
experiences of prisoners
of war underJapan
and in Australia?

About 31 000 Australians became prisoners of war (POWSs) during World War Il. The
majority of these, around 22 000 — including 32 female nurses —were prisoners of the
Japanese. In Australia, fear that some residents might secretly aid. enemy nations resulted
in the internment of anyone considered a threat. Australia also accepted internees from

overseas, sent by Allied countries.

Australian POWs under the Japanese

From 1942 to 1945, 22 000 Australians were captured

as ‘prisoners of Nippon’ and placed in camps in territory
controlled by the Japanese. Most were forced to build
construction projects, such as the 415-kilometre long
Burma-Thailand railway, or to work in factories supporting
the Japanese war effort. It was not uncommon for
prisoners to be worked to death or to be beaten, starved
and denied adequate medical treatment. Two particularly
horrendous experiences occurred in'Changi and
Sandakan. At the end of the war only 13 872 of the POWs
survived, a death toll of more than 55 per cent.

Source 1: Australian POWs in Singapore, c. 1945
[Australian War Memorial, 19199] w

very man who worked on the railway,

in whichever section, would have an

automatic passport to Heaven. They
have all done the requisite stretch in Hell.

Source 2: Private Max McGee, 2/3rd Machine Gun Battalion,
quoted in Australians on the Burma Thailand Railway: 1942-1943

apanese military discipline was sadistic,

because they administered instant or

Japanese punishment. This was carried
out on their own troops, but when it was
administered to prisoners it was particularly
vicious and brutal.

Source 3: Tom Uren in Straight Left




A Source 4: Prisoners of war carrying railway sleepers in Burma in 1943. Source 6: A section of the Burma-Thailand Railway (also known as
The Japanese Army forced about 60 000 Allied POWSs, including 13000 Death Railway), at Kanchanaburi, Thailand. The railway runs along
Australians, and 200 00O civilians to build a railway linking Thailand and rugged cliffs, above the famous River Kwai (Khwai Noi). Much of the
Burma. Around 2800 Australians died building the railway. original wooden track built by POWs remains.

risoners no longer hoped for a ‘smoko’

and the man who asked to go to the

benjo (toilet) might be bashed. ‘It was
nothing’, Clarke remembers, ‘to be hit on the

head with a drill; whatever the guard had

handy you got thumped with. Reg Newton

calculated sixty-eight men were battered to
death in the cutting of Hellfire Pass [part of the
construction of the Burma-Thailand Railway].

Source 5: Hank Nelson (1985), A POWs: Australians Under
Nippon, describing POWs working on the Burma-Thailand Railway

"-!ﬂ




Source 7: Sister Jean (Jenny) Greer of Petersham, NSW (left),
and Sister Betty. Jeffrey of East Malvern, Victoria, recovering from

~ malnutrition in the Dutch hospital. They had been held for three and a

half years as prisoners of war of the Japanese. [Australia War Memorial,
369]

Australian POW nurses

Australian Army nurses stationed in Singapore were
evacuated when the Japanese advance was about to
capture the city in February 1942. Of the 65 who were
onboard the Viyner Brooke, 12 died when the ship

was sunk off Sumatra and 21 died in the Banka Island
massacre. The other 32 nurses became POWs, including
Betty Jeffrey (Sources 7 and 8) Poor treatment, tropical
disease and the effects of malnutrition led to the death
of eight of them during captivity.

Internment in Australia

Fears about people living in Australia from German,
Italian and Japanese backgrounds becoming spies

or saboteurs led to the internment (a form of
imprisonment) of about12 000 ‘enemy aliens’. At

its height, the Australian internment camp system
housed 12 000 men, women and children. However,
over the course of the war, 7000 Australian residents,
including 1500 British nationals, and 8000 people from
overseas passed through the camps. It is estimated that
around 20 per cent of all Italians living in Australia were
interned.
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isters now have malaria quite badly,

P o

we are all so tired, we are hoping and

praying for our freedom. If it doesn’t
happen soon we shall be messes for the rest
ofour lives. You can’t treat tropical fevers,
ulcers etc., on this diet and lack of water; it just
won’t work.

Source 8: Lieutenant Betty Jeffrey, Australian Nurse and POW

What was life like in camps?

Some camps were set up in old jails, while others were
specially built. Conditions varied, but camps were run
like military bases, and internees often experienced
boredom, anxiety or depression. Prisoners of war
sometimes lived alongside civilian internees, although
their legal statuses were different. In NSW, internees
were kept in repurposed facilities, including Long Bay
Goal and Liverpool military base. Later, as the number of
internees rose, the government built new camps at Hay
and Cowra.

Ending internment

As the war ended, most internees were released. British
and European internees were allowed to stay, but most

Japanese nationals — including some born in Australia -
were sent back to Japan in 1946.



Source 9: Indonesian
children and their teachers at
the Cowra Prisoners of War
and Internment Camp, 16
September 1943.
[Australian War
Memorial, 030151/01]

nce we were on the train everyone
was friendly, especially the guards,
who fascinated us with their slouch
hats and their rolled cigarettes. Our guard,
George, got tired of standing beside the door:
with his rifle and came to sit beside us.to have
what he called a ‘yarn’. George thought it was
‘bloody rotten’ to trick people like that, when
he learned about the assurances that had been
given to some of the older interneeswho had
separated from their families that they would
accompany in the same convey. Just hold my
rifle for a sec while I roll myselfa smoke’. We
were quite flabbergasted.
It was totally unexpected and marvellously
refreshing. George was the first person
to appear genuinely interested in what
had happened to us, and naturally he was
overwhelmed with our complaints. All he could
do was shake his head and say:
‘Well I never, the rotten bastards’.

Source 10: Eric Eckstein, a ‘Dunera Boy’, oral history, National
Library of Australia. The ship Dunera sailed to Australia from
Britain in 1940. It had on board 2542 ‘enemy aliens’ - 2036

of them were German and Austrian Jewish refugees with no
connections to German fascism. Many people believed their
internment was unjust. The voyage had also been a nightmare.
The ship was a passenger liner that normally carried 367 people.
There were also 300 crew on board.
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Significant people, ideas and events

c How many Australians became ‘prisoners of
Nippon'?

e Sources 1-5: Describe the treatment of POWSs forced
to work on the Burma-Thailand Railway.

e Describe the fate of Australian nurses who travelled
on the Vyner Brooke.

e Explain what led to the establishment of internment
camps in Australia.

Sources

0 Source 1: Describe what is shown in this source.
How is it useful for understanding the treatment of
Australian POWSs by the Japanese?

e Source 3: What further details about the origin of
this source are needed to assess its accuracy and
usefulness?

e Sources 7 and 8: Explain the historical context
of these sources (Betty Jeffrey was on the Vyner
Brooke).

° Source 10: Evaluate the usefulness of this source for
information about those interned in Australia during
the war.

Sources, page 10

World War 11 (1939-1945) 63



I
H1.10

What was life like on the
home front?

Everyday life changed greatly during WWII through rationing of fuel, food and clothing and
increased government control over citizens and businesses. With 1 million Australian men
and women directly involved in the war effort, most families were disrupted.

Wartime government controls Source 2: Commonwealth Rationing Commission, 1950, Departmental
History of Rationing of Clothing and Food, 1942-1950, pp. 7-9. During

During World War 11, a time when Australia was T . .
) rationing, people could only legally buy certain products using coupons
under direct threat, the federal government from their ration books.

gained greater powers to control life on the v
home front. Before the war, the government

war’. In August 1940, the federal government
introduced petrol rationing, restricted private January 1944
motorists to 3200 kilometres of travelper year — June 1948
and required businesses to prove'their need for \ aassasscsassstancss s sesssansassnny - -~ -
fuel. Rationing was extended during 1942 to '
include tea, sugar, butter, meat and clothing.

. ) ) . ltem Rationing ' Allocation, per adult
had little control over private business activity. ; ! period : ;
In 1939, the National Security Act, giving the S [ Y —
government special powers for the duration of ! Clothing | June 1942 i 112 coupons per year i
the war, including the ability to detain people | ~June 1948
perceived as a threat to national security, """"""" """""""""""" """"""""""""""""""""
censor newspapers and radio, and ban groups i Tea ‘J“J|y|191‘;250 i 1/21b(0.23 g) per 5 weeks |
opposed to the war effort. Such powers were _____________ _uy _______________ ___________________________________
unprecedented in Australia. ' Sugar ' August 1942 2 Ib (900 g) per fortnight -a-a

On 11 November 1939, Prime Minister 1= July 1947 2
Menzies created an Economic Cabinet that had """"""" """""""""""" """"""""""""""""""""
‘the duty of carrying out the business side of the B JU"J’L?:TSSO { 11b (450 g) per fortnight

Around this time the National Security Act
was amended to give the federal government
the power to require all citizens to contribute
their labour and property to assist the defence of
Australia. Other government controls included:

reducing the Christmas and New Year holiday

period to three days

restricting week-day sporting events

requiring adults to have a personal identity

card

fixing the profit margins of industries

interning people from German, Italian and

Japanese backgrounds.

Source 1: Women buying items using coupons in a store in
Drouin, Victoria, in 1944 [National Library of Australia] p
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Austerity

To support the war effort, the government required a
great deal of resources such as fuel, food, textiles and
metals. This demand could only be met if citizens on
the home front consumed less of these. An austerity
drive was therefore promoted in which the government
encouraged people to reduce their resource
consumption by:

recycle their clothes and other goods rather than buy

new ones

avoid ingredients when cooking which were in short

supply

not wasting fuel

growing their own food in ‘victory gardens’.

Prime Minister Curtin called for a ‘maximum effort’.

He wanted ‘the Australian people to strip every selfish
comfortable habit, every luxurious impulse, every act,
word and deed that retards the victory march.” The
austerity campaign also urged Australians to work
longer hours and put any spare money into war savings
certificates.

t is imperative for the safety of Australia

that we observe the obligations imposed

by the Austerity Campaign. ... We have to
turn every energy and every resource of the
nation to the purposes of war. We can do this
only if we live the simple lives of people who
realise, clearly realise, they are fighting for
their existence. ... Each of us must freely and
voluntarily abandon all those distractions,
luxuries and purchases that unnecessarily
employ manpower, materials, machinery,
plant and capital that could be utilised in the
war effort.

Source 3: Austerity speechiby Prime Minister Curtin, 3 October
1942

W Source 4: Poster encouraging austerity, 1944
[Australian War Memorial, C99300]

VEGETABLES
Raise your own FOWLS..
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-
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Americans

Following Australia’s turn to America, from 1942
thousands of American troops began arriving in Australia.
By 1943, there were 150 000 ‘yanks’ stationed in
Australia, mainly in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane.
The Americans were seen as glamorous, modern and
wealthy —and keen to spend their money on a good time.
This caused feelings of jealousy among some Australian
soldiers, which occasionally led to fights.

The influx of Americans also brought with it American
culture. Hot dog stands started to appear to cater to
American servicemen, and milk bars started to serve
Coca-Cola and hamburgers. American imports to
Australia rose dramatically.

ustralian responses to the Americans

fluctuated according to military events and

specific, localised conditions on the home
front. The AIF envied the GIs’ superior uniforms, food
and accommodation, higher pay scales, and access
to luxury goods like alcohol and cigarettes. They felt
aggrieved at exaggerated accounts of Americans
seducing Australian women with orchards and silk
stockings, a factor graphically portrayed indapanese
propaganda distributed in Papua New Guinea:

Source 5: Kate Darien-Smith, (1996), ‘War and Australian Society’ inJoan
Beaumont (ed), Australian War 1939-1945, Allen & Unwin, St Leonards, pp.
72-73.

y grandfather owned'a poultry farm

in Perth Western Australia: During

the war, all of his egg product had
to go to the local Egg Board for making into
powdered egg for the military. No sale of fresh
eggs was allowed. Then one day some American
Servicemen arrived in a Jeep wanting to buy
fresh eggs and poultry. They had petrol, tyres,
cigarettes, chocolates and lollies, all in very
short or rationed supply to civilians. A deal
was done. This very happy relationship lasted
until the end of the war. My grandfather
always fondly recalled the generosity of the
Americans and particularly the cigars they
handed out.

Source 6: John Blakey, Quora, January 2023
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Conscription

Until 1943, the Australian Government had the
power to conscript men into the CMF for home
service, but not for fighting overseas. ‘Home’
included New Guinea, as this was a protectorate
of Australia. However, from 1943, the Defence
(Citizen Military Forces) Act was approved,
which allowed conscripted men to be sent to the
South West Pacific Area (New Guinea, East Java,
southern Borneo and other islands up to the
Equator). Unlike the debate around conscription
during World War |, there was less opposition

on the home front to using conscription in this
limited way.

A Source 7: Australian women and US Navy sailors in
Brisbane in 1942. Brisbane’s population of 325 000 was
swollen by 90 000 American troops, along with large
numbers of Australian troops. Jealousy grew among
Australian men‘as American servicemen spent money
and time with Australian women. Resentment grew into
skirmishes, the largest being the Battle of Brisbane,
which'involved hundreds of servicemen. News reports of
the event were suppressed.

Learning
ladder H1.10

Significant people, ideas and events

Source 8: 'I'ioéper Ralph Trevor Zweck,

SrQAustraIian.Air Maintenance Company
Citizen MiIita;ﬁF ces (CMF), and timber
cuttersat Na £in Papua New Guinea, e Describe rationing during wartime.
c.1943.

o Describe the powers of the federal government
under the National Security Act.

e Explain the austerity campaign and why it was
implemented.

e Sources 5, 6 and 7: Explain the impact of American
troops staying in Australia.

Perspectives

o Describe Prime Minister Curtin’s perspective on
austerity.

9 Sources 5and 7: Explain why Australian soldiers and
civilians envied the American Gls.

9 Compare the perspective of American soldiersin
Source 6 with thatin Source 5.

o Evaluate attitudes to conscription during
World War Il. Why were these different from those in
World War I?

Perspectives, page 10
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How did WWII affect
First Nations people?

For First Nations people, serving in World War |l was often their first experience of being
treated as equal to others performing the same role. However, these advances were
typically not sustained after the war ended.

First Nations service Unequal pay and conditions

One in every twenty First Nations Australians Despite their service, First Nations troops generally
contributed to the war effort during World War II. They received less than half the wages of non-Indigenous
served in all branches of the military — across the Pacific, soldiers, and they had limited opportunities for

North Africa, Europe and the Middle East — or as civilian promotion. During 1943;members of the Torres Strait
workers. In 1942, a Tiwi man named Matthias Ullungura Battalion went on strike for fairer pay, which led to an
famously captured the first Japanese Prisoner of War, increase to two-thirds of the non-Indigenous rate. Many
whose plane had crashed on Melville Island. The Torres First Nations communities also raised money for the war
Strait Light Infantry Battalion (Source 1) was also formed effort;crafted supplies and shared their extensive local
in 1941, with over 700 Torres Strait Islanders serving to knowledge —especially in northern Australia.

protect this critical region.

Lack of recognition after the war

When the war ended, First Nations veterans were often
denied the land grants, pensions and other benefits
thatnon-Indigenous servicemen received. Their
contributions went largely unacknowledged, and some
were refused entry to Returned and Services League
(RSL) clubs. Incidents like George Rose’s exclusion
from the Walgett RSL in 1965 fuelled protests against
racial discrimination. Activists such as Joe McGinness,
Doug Nicholls and Lambert McBride were themselves
veterans who fought for greater equality.

Source 1: Soldiers of the Torres Strait
Light Infantry Battalion, Thursday Island,
1945
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Reg Saunders

Reginald ‘Reg’ Saunders, a Gunditjmaraman, entered
the Army in 1940, despite restrictions against First
Nations enlistment, and foughtin the North African
and Greek campaigns. After surviving the German
invasion of Greece in 1941, he evaded capture for nearly
ayear with the help of Greek resistance fighters before
escaping to Egypt.

He later participated in the New Guinea campaign,
where he was promoted to lieutenantin 1944 —
becoming the first known Aboriginal Australian to
be commissioned as an officer in the Australian
Army. Saunders led troops in key battles against the
Japanese, including at Wau and in the Aitape—Wewak
campaign.

After the war, he found the equality and recognition
he had experienced during his service had disappeared,
and he struggled to find work suitable for a person
of his abilities. He ended up re-enlisting in the army,
serving in the Korean War (1950-1951) as a Captain. In
the 1960s and 1970s, he worked for the Department
of Aboriginal Affairs, where he focused on improving
education, employment and living conditions for First
Nations Australians.

4. Source 2:Indigenousservicemen from the 2/23rd Battalion.
Identified are: Private (Pte) Lawrie Francis Moffatt (back row, left),
Pte Cornelius William (Con) Edwards (middle row, far right) and his
son Pte Ronald William James (Ron) Edwards (possibly middle row,
third from left). Also known to be in the photograph are Pte James
Henry Scott and his son Pte Cyril Scott.

4 Source 3: Reg Saunders

Learning
ladder H1.11

Impact and legacies

0 Describe the involvement of First Nations Peoplesin
World War .

e Describe the unequal conditions faced by First
Nations service personnel in World War Il.

e Explain how the legacy of First Nations service was
not recognised in the postwar era.

e Explain the legacy of Reg Saunders.

Continuity and change

o Describe how World War Il brought change to First
Nations communities in the Torres Strait.

e Describe how inequalities continued for First Nations
members of the Australian forces.

e Explain patterns of continuity and change for First
Nations Peoples after the war.

e Evaluate Reg Saunders’ experience. Does it show
continuity or change in attitudes to First Nations
Peoples during and after the war?

Continuity and change, page 1
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How did the role of
women change during
WWII?

At the outbreak of WWII, the social expectation was that women should marry and act
as home-makers for their ‘breadwinner’ husbands. Working women were restricted to
a limited number of occupations, and they were paid significantly less than men. During
WWII, women were needed in the workforce, and they took up jobs in areas previously
seen as‘men’s work'. These opportunities, however, largely ended with the war.

Women's changing work

During World War 11, as men enlisted in the armed Itis estimated that almostone-third of women of working
services, a shortage of labour on the home front meant age participated in paid work during World War 11.

that many women became employed in industry,
agriculture and other jobs that had previously been
available only to men. When Japan entered the war in Source 2: Postwomen with their mail bags and bundles of
December 1941, there were 554 000 Australian males mail in Brisbane, 1943. Before, and after, the war, this was
and 74 000 females (out of a population of 6 700 700)
directly involved in war work. By March 1943, these
figures had increased to 1172 000 men and 184 000
women.

considered ‘men’s work’.

Women began working in numerous non-traditional
occupations, including as truck drivers, motor.
mechanics, radar mechanics, technicians, welders and
signallers, for which they had to do the same training as
men. Work also became available in‘public transport,
mail delivery and the police force, butwithwomen’s roles
limited to being drivers and clerks. The number of women
involved in farm work also rose (Source 1).

Source 1: Female employment in Australia (in thousands)

Year : Employers and self-employed |

""""""" | Ruralindustry | Other | Total | Ruralindustry | Other | Total
1933 0 s1 | se2 | 713 i a4 Uars {sm2
1939 | 160 | 620 | 780 | 40 Posee | eazs
Cioa1 | 10 | ses | 708 | 60 | ess2 {70
a3 L 17 344 | ae1 | 281 Poss21 {7563
Cwas . 170 L 431 | 01 | 20 Peer1 7502
1946 L 60 | &0 | 720 | 210 i ss09 [ 7ss9

..................................................................................

70 Good Humanities 10




Source 3: Australian World War Il recruitment poster urging women
to join the Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) to free up more
men for frontline service. [Australian War Memorial, ARTV0O1949] p

Recruiting women

World War Il also saw the Australian Army, Navy and
Airforce begin enlisting women for the first time in
non-combat roles. More than 65 000 women enlisted
in the three services between 1941 and 1945, with
others joining the Australian Women’s Land Army
(AWLA) and voluntary organisations such as the
Australian Comforts Fund (ACF), Country Women’s
Association (CWA) and Red Cross.

Government propaganda and patriotic women’s
magazines began to show positive images of ‘working
woman’. Women were encouraged to enlist in services
such as the Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS),
Australian Army Medical Women’s Service (AAMWS),
Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS), Volunteer

THANKS ! NOW I CAN JOIN
MY FIGHTING UNIT - -

Aoy .

- Aiavice

Aid Detachment (VAD), Women’s Australian Auxiliary
Air Force (WAAAF) and Women’s Royal Australian
Naval Service (WRANS). These services were popular,
with almost 25 000 women joining the AWAS. In

1945, 385 members of the AWAS were sent to New
Guinea, becoming the first women to serve overseasin
non-medical roles (Source 4).

Increasing representation

Despite doing ‘men’s work’, usually women were paid
around half that of a man doing the same job. Women
like Muriel Heagney, trade unionist and feminist,
campaigned for wage equality but found it difficult to
convince employers that women should be paid more.
In 1943, lobbying by women’s worker organisations led
the Australian Government to establish the Women’s
Employment Board and secured women 75 per cent of
the male wage for performing the same work in some
industries.

In politics, Dame Enid Lyons became the
first Australian woman elected to the House of
Representatives in 1943. In the same year Dame Dorothy
Tangney became the first Australian woman elected to
the Senate and the first woman from the Australian Labor
Party to be elected to the Federal Parliament.
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Source 4: AWAS personnel arriving in

New Guinea in July 1945. They would go

on to perform administrative, logistics and
communications work, providing essential *
support for troops in New Guinea.

Lasting change?

In most cases it was expected that after the war women
would give up their wartime jobs to men. In fact, many

of the jobs for women, particularly in the armed services,
disappeared at the end of the war. As life returned to
normal, many women returning to their traditional role of
wife, mother and housewife, although there were those
who missed the independence the war work had provided.
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hen the war was over, I went back to

being a clerk in the Bourke Street

store of Coles. I didn’t mind because
it was made perfectly clear to us when we
were made managers [a position traditionally
for men] that it was for the duration of the
war only.

Source 5: Beattie Crawford quoted in When The War Came To
Australia, 1992



Ikye2 500,000 cones
S0LD EVERY WEEK

éﬁ-«—q
i i

h'_

———
b

Impact and legacies

a Identify three examples of the impact of World War Il
onwomen in the workforce.

e Describe how recruiting campaigns affected work
opportunities for women.

o Explain why the legacy of women’s wartime work did
not lead to ongoing employment and equal wages.

“ Learning ladder H1.12

e Describe the legacy of women'’s worker organisations.

Sources, page 10

Source 6: Australian Women'’s Weekly covers from 9
October 1943 (left) and 7 June 1947 (right) . Images
of women doing war work on the cover of women’s
magazines were replaced with ones showing them as

brides and housewives soon after the war ended.
v

Sources

0 Source 2: Identify this source. Why do you think it was
created?

e Source 3: Describe this source and its purpose.

e Source 5: Explain how Beattie Crawford’s experience was
similar to that of other women at the end of World War Il.

e Source 6: Evaluate this source for accuracy, usefulness
and reliability when drawing conclusions about short- and
long-term changes in women’s lives..
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What was the Battle of
the Coral Sea and how did
it impact Australia?

The Battle of the Coral Seq, fought between 4 and 8 May 1942, involved American and
Australian aircraft carriers, battleships and aeroplanes fighting the advancing Japanese
fleet. It was the first air—sea battle in history. Although the Allies suffered heavy losses, the
battle halted the Japanese invasion of Port Moresby and was believed at the time to have

saved Australia.

Background to the battle?

The Battle of the Coral Sea took place between the north-
east coast of Australia and the eastern side of New Guinea
(Source 1). From December 1941 onwards, Japanese
forces had advanced rapidly through the Pacific region,
including the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) and parts
of New Guinea.

Japan aimed to take control of parts of the Solomon
Islands and New Guinea, including Port Moresby. From
there, they could launch attacks on Australia and disrupt
Allied supply lines. The Japanese were not awareof any
American naval ships in the area. However, American
code-breakers had uncovered the planyand the US Navy
began moving ships into the Coral Sea.

The main battle

On the morning of 4 May 1942, American dive-bomber
aircraft took off from the USS Yorktown and launched
their first attack, sinking the Japanese destroyer Kikuzuki
and three other ships. This alerted the Japanese to the
presence of a US warship, and they began searching for it.

For the next two days, both sides searched for each
other without success. The Allied fleet, known as Task
Force 44, included aircraft carriers, battleships, cruisers
and destroyers. Their aim was to stop Japan’s continued
expansion and control of the Pacific Ocean north of
Australia. Both sides planned to destroy enemy ships
using aircraft to drop bombs or torpedoes.

On 7 May, planes from the Japanese carriers Zuikaku
and Shokaku attacked the USS Neosho and USS Sims. On
the same day, planes from the USS Lexington and USS
Yorktown located the Shoho and destroyed it.

74 Good Humanities 10

Thebattle ended on 8 May with intense fighting, as
both sides used aircraft to attack each other’s ships. The
USS Yorktown was.damaged and the USS Lexington was
hit several times and had to be abandoned. The Shokaku
was badly damaged, and many aircraft on the Zuikaku
were destroyed. Both sides then withdrew, and the Battle
of the Coral Sea was over

Source 1: Infographic on the Battle of the Coral Sea, from US Naval
History and Heritage Command p

Source 2: USS Lexington under attack, 8 May 1942. Photographed
from a Japanese plane. w
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The first air-sea battle in history shows how this strategic victory of World War Il inspired
the spirit of innovation that continues today and gives the U.S. Navy its competitive edge.

www.history.navy.mil/CoralSea

NEW GUINEA

AUSTRALIA

USS Yorktown

CORAL SEA

USS Lexington

The Battle of the Coral Sea was the first time in history where combat between two fleets took place solely by carrier plane.
Furthermore, the Japanese advance in the Pacific was halted for the first time since the outbreak of war on Dec. 7, 1941.

1

MAY 1-6,1942

- Adm. Fletcher's Task Force 17 of
USS Lexington (CV 2), USS
Yorktown (CV 5), and an attack group
meet in the southeast Coral Sea to
make day and night attacks on
enemy surface craft.

- Australian allies of Rear Adm.
Crace's ANZAC Squadron join Task
Force 17.

- May 4: USS Yorktown (CV 5)
launches an air attack on a Japanese
naval base on Tulagi Island.

Sources: Naval History and Heritage Command; Office of Naval Intelligence Combat Narratives; *The Battle of the Coral Sea; A

2

MAY 7, 1942

- Adm. Fletcher detaches the
support group of cruisers and
destroyers under Rear Adm.
Crace to intercept the
Japanese Port Moresby
invasion force as it departs
from the Jomard Passage.

- American planes hit the Port
Moresby Covering Group,
sinking the Japanese small

carrier Shoho and one cruiser.

3

MAY 8, 1942
- The carrier battle ensues.

- The Japanese strike quickly,
scoring hits on both Lexington
and Yorktown.

- Lexington cannot sustain the
damage she takes and sinks in
the Coral Sea.

- Zuikaku and Shokaku are
damaged but able to return to
Japan.

RESULTS

- Port Moresby remains in Allied
control.

- Shokaku and Zuikaku cannot
recover in time to fight in the Battle
of Midway, reducing the Japanese
carrier strength by a third.

- The Southwest Pacific front is
stabilized.

- The U.S. Navy sees its first strategic
victory at sea against the Imperial
Japanese Navy.

andnn&am«dComSea,mayandn\eMum by Frederick D.

U.S. Ni

3 1 Priceless Navy C
Parker; *The End of the Beginning of the War in the Pacific: The Battle of Coral Sea” by Dr. Ed Furgol. Infographic by Annalisa C. Underwood, NavalHamryaMHungeCunmndcunmmwnaMOum
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Australia’s involvement

Australia’s involvement in the battle included the heavy
cruiser HMAS Australia, the light cruiser HMAS Hobart
and aircraft flown from northern Queensland by both
Australian and American crews. The ships were under the
command of Australian Rear Admiral J.G. Crace, who was
also given command of the USS Chicago, USS Perkins,
USS Walke and USS Farragut.

Crace’s part of the Allied fleet was sent towards New
Guinea to intercept Japanese ships heading for Port
Moresby. Although the main Japanese invasion fleet
had already turned back, the Australians were still under
threat. Japanese torpedo planes and bombers launched
from Rabaul attacked HMAS Australia, but skilful
manoeuvring by Captain Harold Farncomb prevented any
major damage.

76 Good Humanities 10

Outcome and significance

The Battle of the Coral Sea was the first naval battle in
which the opposing battleships did not fire directly at
each other. All attacks were carried out by aircraft. It was
also the largest naval battle fought closest to Australia’s
coastline.

At the time, both America and Australia claimed the
battle as a victory. In the United States, newspapers ran
headlines such as ‘Japanese repulsed in great Pacific
battle with 17 to 22 of their ships sunk or crippled’. This
was a major morale boost after the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor in December 1941. In Australia, the battle
was portrayed as ‘the battle that saved Australia’.

More recently, historians have argued that Japan did
not intend to invade Australia, so the battle did not
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Significant people, ideas and events

o Name the Australian admiral who commanded part
of the Allied fleet during the Battle of the Coral Sea.

e Describe where the Battle of the Coral Sea
took place.

A Source 3: HMAS Australia

technically ‘save’ the nation. The commemoration of the
battle as ‘Coral Sea Week’ has since been replaced by the
broader ‘Battle for Australia’, which recognises all who
defended Australia during World War I1.

e Describe the events that occurred between
4 and 8 May 1942.

e Explain the significance of the battle’s outcome.

o Perspectives
Regardless of how it is interpreted, the battle
prevented Japan from establishing a base at Port 0 Describe the American perspective on the outcome
Moreshy, which could have been used to disrupt Allied of the Battle of the Coral Sea at the time.
supply lines. It also proved that the advancing Japanese @ Describe the Australian perspective on the outcome

forces could be stopped. of the Battle of the Coral Sea at the time.

9 Explain how the original perspective of the ‘battle
that saved Australia’ has changed over time.

0 Explain the reason for the 1942 perspective on the
Battle of the Coral Sea. How was it created?

Perspectives, page 10
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How did the

Battle of Stalingrad
change the war?

In August 1942 the Soviet Red Army fought for 199 days to save Stalingrad and inflict
the first major defeat on Hitler. The Battle of Stalingrad was significant as it stopped
German victory on the Eastern Front and turned the war in favour of the Allies.

What was the Battle of Stalingrad?

In July 1942, Hitler ordered his army to commence

a major attack in southern Russia with the aim of
defeating the Soviet Red Army and capturing the region’s
resources, including oilfields. Part of this ‘Summer
Offensive’ was to capture the city of Stalingrad, which
had armaments factories and was located on the Volga
River — an important shipping route. Hitler also wanted
to occupy Stalingrad for propaganda purposes, as it was
named after the Soviet leader.

On 23 August, the German Sixth Army under General
Friedrich von Paulus began attacking Stalingrad. Stalin
demanded it be defended at all costs and ordered all
Russians strong enough to hold arifle to fight to save the
city. Heavy bombing by.the Luftwaffe left the city in ruins.
By October, most of Stalingrad was in German hands, but
the'Red Army still held positions along the Volga River.

Fighting continued in the bombed-out buildings.
While this was occurring the Soviet General Georgi
Zhukov gathered fresh troops on both sides of the city. In
November, he launched a counterattack to surround von
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Paulus’sarmy. Zhukov’s strategy worked, and over
300 000 German were trapped. With the Russian
blockade limiting access to supplies and the
harsh conditions caused by the winter, German
forces trapped in Stalingrad slowly starved or
died from exposure to the cold. In February 1943,
exhausted and suffering high casualties, the

q, remaining Germans surrendered and were taken
prisoner. The Battle of Stalingrad was over.

How did the war change?

4. Source 1: Map showing details of the Battle of Stalingrad
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A Source 2: Realistic representations of the uniforms, planes, vehicles

and weapons used in the Battle of Stalingrad can be seeniin the
tactical game ‘Enlisted’. The game is set during World War Il'and
revolves around major battles fought across all fronts of the war.

impact on German morale. Hitler took personal control
over some of the decision making for the battle and this
showed that he was unable to make effective military
decisions, causing a number of generals to privately lose
faith in his leadership.

Hitler knew that if he did not capture Stalingrad,
Germany’s chances of success against the Soviets would
fade. On the other side, the Soviets knew that if they lost
Stalingrad, the Germans would have access to Russian
oil fields, which were essential to continuing the war
effort. Had this occurred, the Soviet Army may have been
defeated, leaving Germany able to concentrate its efforts
in western Europe.

The scale of the German loss meant that Germany
was unlikely to recover to push the Red Army back. The
Soviets were now ready to re-take territory held by the
Germans and advance to Berlin. Many historians believe
the Battle of Stalingrad was the turning point that
marked the beginning of the Allied march to victory in
Europe.

Learning
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Significant people, ideas and events

o Who were General Friedrich von Paulus and General
Georgi Zhukov?

e Describe the background to the Battle of Stalingrad.

e Explain why the German army was not successful at
the Battle of Stalingrad.

e Explain the cost to each side, in lives and equipment,
by the end of the Battle of Stalingrad.

Significance

0 Why was the city of Stalingrad important to
a the SovietUnionand
b Germany?
e Describe Zhukov's strategy and why it was significant.

9 Explain the significance to the USSR of winning the
Battle of Stalingrad.

o Evaluate the outcome of the Battle of Stalingrad as a
turning pointin the war.

Significance, page 10
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How did the war end?

With the Axis powers facing increasing resistance and the United States joining the
European theatre, the focus shifted to how the Allies would storm ‘Fortress Europe’.
Meanwhile, after several key losses, the tide of war turned in the Asia-Pacific, and

Japan found itself under increasing pressure.

The Normandy Landings

After the disastrous campaign against the USSR on the
Eastern Front, the Nazis had to redeploy the forces that
had been occupying France and deter an amphibious
landing from across the English Channel. The Allies
knew that the Germans were weakening and began to
train for an amphibious assault on the Nazi positions in
Normandy, northern France. In the lead-up to D-Day,
the Allies waged a comprehensive deception campaign
to keep the Nazis guessing about their plans. The Allies
also conducted thorough reconnaissance of the target
beaches.

On 6 June 1944, after an extensive aerial and artillery
assault, the Allies landed large forces across five beaches
they named Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword. This
was the largest seaborne invasion of the war and wasmet
with fierce resistance. At the end of the first day, most.of
the Allied objectives were unmet, but enough progress
had been made to begin the liberation of France.
Meanwhile, the USSR continued to press its advantage,
sweeping across Eastern Europe to eventually invade
Germany from the east. In just under 12:months; victory
in Europe would be declared for the Allies, with the Nazis
surrendering on 7 May 1945.

The Pacific Theatre

Key losses in the Philippines and the Mariana Islands
saw the US forces pushing closer and closer to Japan
itself. Designated Japanese fighter pilots began to use
kamikaze attacks, deliberately crashing their aircraft
into enemy targets. Fierce fighting at lwo Jima and
Okinawa, in which tens of thousands of lives were lost on
both sides, showed how determined the Japanese were
to defend their homeland and how difficult an invasion
of Japan would be. Meanwhile, firebombing campaigns
targeted 67 Japanese cities from late 1944 in an effort to
force a surrender, killing up to half a million civilians and
causing widespread destruction.

After the fall of Nazi Germany, the Allied leaders
met in the German city of Potsdam to plan their next
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steps. In July 1945, the leaders issued an ultimatum
to Japan, known as the Potsdam Declaration: ‘We call
upon the government of Japan to proclaim now the
unconditional surrender of all Japanese armed forces,
and to provide proper and adequate assurances of
their good faith in such action. The alternative for
Japan is promptand utter destruction’.

When Japan refused, US President Truman
authorised the use of a newly developed and
deadly weapon: the atomic bomb. The US
governmentjustifiedthe use of atomic
bombs by arguing’it would force Japan to
surrender and prevent the massive loss of
life that a US-led invasion would cause.

The development of atomic
weapons

In 1939, a program was launched in
response to fears that Nazi Germany was
beginning research into atomic bombs.
Prominent physicists Albert Einstein

and Leo Szilard wrote to US President
Roosevelt, urging him to begin
developing atomic weapons.

By 1942, the research program
had expanded and been taken over
by the military, which named it ‘the
Manhattan Project’. By 1944, more
than 125 000 people were working
on the project, culminating in the
Trinity Test on 16 July 1945 in
New Mexico. This was the largest
man-made explosion in history.




The Hiroshima bombing

At 8.15 am on 6 August 1945, with no prior warning or
signal, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the
Japanese city of Hiroshima. The city, which had largely
escaped from earlier firebombing, was an assembly point
for troops and had been used for military storage. The
bomb, nicknamed ‘Little Boy’, was devastating. Almost
70 per cent of the city’s buildings were destroyed and 30
per cent of its residents — around 80 000 people — were
killed, with a further 70 000 injured.

Survivors described seeing a bright flash of light,
followed by darkness and a raging firestorm that spread
quickly through the city’s timber buildings. Those
who survived the initial blast suffered burns, radiation
sickness, cancers and other long-termiillnesses. By 1950,
up to 200 000 people had died as a result of the bomb.

In addition, survivors and their communities
faced enduring psychological trauma, persistent
socioeconomic challenges and significant environmental
degradation that compounded the long-term impact.

Source 1: The devastation of Hiroshima following the
bombing of the city on 6 August 1945. The Genbaku Dome
(seen in the background) was the only structure left standing
near ground zero. The nuclear blast wiped out the city’s
buildings and killed 80 000 people. Genbaku Dome remains
in Hiroshima today as a stark reminder the destructive force
of nuclear weapons.

Nagasaki

With the Soviets declaring war and invading Manchuria,
pressure mounted on the Japanese government to
accept the terms of the Potsdam Declaration, but there
was no response. Three days later, on 9 August, the city
of Nagasaki was also bombed. Despite its importance as
anindustrial and port city where ships and weapons were
produced, its geography had made it a difficult target for
the firebombing campaigns.

The bomb, nicknamed ‘Fat Man’, was larger and
more powerful than the one dropped on Hiroshima.
However, it fell 3 kilometres northwest of its intended
target, reducing the blast radius. Even so, almost 75 000
people were killed, with a further 75 000 injured. Just
as in Hiroshima; survivors suffered greatly from the side
effects of thelbombing.
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Surrender

On 14 August, the Japanese government accepted the
terms of the Potsdam Declaration, on the condition that
the Emperor retain full sovereignty. That same evening,
members of the military, angered by what they saw as

a betrayal, tried to take control of the government, but
were unsuccessful.

The next day, Emperor Hirohito announced the
surrender. With the signing of the surrender on 2
September, the war was over. A seven-year period of
US occupation then began, as the Americans oversaw
disarmament; the restoration of industry, the economy
and civilian life; and the establishment of democracy.

The Tokyo Trials

The question of justice also lingered following the end of
the war — what was to be done about those responsible
for Japan’s actions during the war? As part of the terms
of surrender, a number of key leaders were granted
immunity from prosecution, including the royal family.
The United States believed the Emperor and his family
would help stabilise Japan and support the nation’s
postwar transformation.

In January 1946, the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East, better known as the Tokyo Trials, was
convened to prosecute war criminals. In Europe, similar
trials were held in Nuremberg, where many prominent
members of the political and military leadership of Nazi
Germany were called to account for their war crimes.

The military tribunal identified 39 suspects, most
famously General Hideki Tojo and much of his war
cabinet. Tojo tried to take his own life when arrested, but
was resuscitated by US doctors. Over the next two and
a half years, hundreds of witnesses gave testimony and
thousands of pieces of evidence were examined as the
tribunal sought to determine the culpability and role of
the accused men. Atits end, seven men, including Tojo,
were executed for waging war in violation of international
law and of orderinginhumane treatment of prisoners of
war and others. A further16 men received life sentences,
while others were given lighter sentences.

Source 2: Charred bodies after
the bombing at Nagasaki
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Despite the fact that the war had officially ended, some
Japanese soldiers in remote locations across South-East Asia
and the Pacific continued to fight, refusing to believe that
their nation had surrendered. Known as ‘holdouts’, some of
these men lived in remote areas of the Philippines, Borneo,
Indonesia and New Guinea, rejecting Allied attempts to

4 Source 3: General
Hideki Tojo taking the
stand for the first time

. . during the World War
repatriate them as trickery. \ Tokyo Trials in Japan
Some holdouts remained ‘at war’ for decades. Hiroo on 26 December 1947.

Onoda only surrendered in the Philippines in 1974 after his
former commanding officer was brought in to order him to
stand down. Other notable holdouts included
Shoichi Yokoi, who emerged from hiding in
Guam in 1972, and Teruo Nakamura, who
surrendered in Indonesia in 1974. P, %
Their loyalty and determination e -
became legendary, long after ¢
the war had ended.
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Significant people, ideas and events

B e

o Describe the Normandy landings.

e Describe the Manhattan Project and what it
produced.

e Explain the significance of dropping atomic bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

o Evaluate the role of the Potsdam Declaration in
ending World War .

e Why did some Japanese soldiers refuse to surrender
after 1945, and what does this reveal about the
values promoted during the war?

Continuity and change

° Describe how the Normandy landings changed the
course of the war in Europe.

e Describe how atomic bombs changed the way wars
were fought.

e Explain why the United States preferred the
continuity of the Japanese royal family after the war.

o What changes occurred in Japan after the surrender,
during the US occupation?

e What long-term impacts did the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki have on civilian populations
and environmental policy?

Continuity and change, page 10
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How did the political order
change in the years after
World War II?

At the end of World War ll, the cruelty of the Nazi regime and the failure of the League of
Nations to prevent the conflict caused world leaders to rethink how international politics
was conducted. The distribution of power was also changing, with the emergence of

two new superpowers, the United States and the USSR. Finally, after the use of nuclear
weapons, the world entered a dangerous period of Cold War, nuclear proliferation and the
frightening possibility of mutually assured destruction.

Geopolitical reorganisation

With the defeat of Nazi Germany in May and Japan in
Augustof 1945, world governments turned to rebuilding
as well as comingto terms with the trauma of the war.
For.some, this meant focusing on reconstruction. While
for others, this became a quest for justice, focusing on
capturing and prosecuting war criminals.

A

When the Allied victory was only months away,
Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill and Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the leaders of the three Allied superpowers,
gathered at Yalta in the USSR to begin planning the
structure of the world after the war. They negotiated
how Germany would be split between the three
occupying powers and how they would engage with the
planned formation of a new organisation, the United
Nations (UN). In this case, it required the superpowers
to be permanent members of the UN security council
and, as such, have the right to veto UN military
decisions.

Stalin negotiated to retain the eastern section of
Poland and justified this by arguing that the USSR would
give up the eastern parts of Germany to make up the lost
territory. Finally, the three leaders discussed the political
spheres of influence with Stalin insisting that the Western
powers needed to respect the USSR and its satellite
states. Several months later, these agreements were
formalised during the Potsdam Conference where Stalin,
the new UK Prime Minister Clement Attlee and the new
US President Harry Truman met to continue negotiations.

4 Source 1: Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin at the Yalta Conference
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Australia looks to America

In Australia, foreign policy also changed significantly
during and after the war. The shift began in 1942

when Australian Prime Minister John Curtin withdrew

Australian troops from the European theatre. This

After the war was over, Australia was still anxious
about the possibility of a resurgent Japanese threat.
To mitigate this threat, the United States, Australia
and New Zealand established the ANZUS Treaty in

created tension with then UK Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill. Churchill wanted the troops redeployed to
Burma but, given the recent fall of Singapore, Curtin

1951 to officially recognise their alliance in the Pacific
region. This treaty still exists today, and means the three
countries will work together to support each other if one
insisted that they return to Australia. Ultimately, Curtin is attacked. This treaty formalised the shift in Australian
proved to have made the right decision as Burma fell foreign policy from the United Kingdom to the United
just as the troops had been set to arrive and these same States.

troops went on to defeat the Japanese on the Kokoda
Trail in Papua New Guinea.

This treaty supported Pacific stability in the face of
the rising Cold War between the United States and the
USSR, especially after Churchill’s 1946 speech where
he described communism as an ‘iron curtain’ that
had spread across Europe. The treaty also reinforced
Australia’s commitment to help the UN avoid future
conflicts, warcrimes andsenseless loss of life.

The failure of the UK to adequately focus on
or protect its Pacific colonies and other interests
prompted Curtin to reconsider Australia’s foreign
policy. By far the most powerful Western military forces
in the region were those of the United States, despite
their losses at Pearl Harbor. Meanwhile, it seemed that
any help coming from the UK would take significant
time, if it arrived at all. This meant that Australia had
to strike out on its own from the United Kingdom, and
consider a new regional ally. Curtin made his foreign
policy shift public in a statement on radio that was
published the following day in the Melbourne Herald
(see Source 3, page 413).

Learning
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Impact and legacies

o Source 1: Who were the three Allied leaders and
where were they meeting?

e Source 1: Describe the legacies of the Yalta
Conference for Europe.

9 Explain the impact and legacies of Britain’s failure to
protect its Pacific colonies.

e Explain the impact and legacies of Australia’s
decision to ‘look to America’.

Causes and consequences

0 What caused Germany to be divided after the war?

e Describe what created the ‘superpowers’ and

4 Source 2: ) .
identify who they were.

Australian
Prime Minister
John Curtin

e Explain the effect of the Potsdam Conference on
Europe.

0 Explain what led to the creation of the ANZUS Treaty.

Causes and consequences, page 10
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What was life like
for people returning

from the war?

Life for people returning from the war varied greatly. This depended on their deployment
during service, injuries sustained during combat, what they did before the war and what
they could do after being discharged. Many returned having been scarred by their
experiences in the war, with all the challenges that brought. For First Nations people, they
had to transition from an environment that tended to disregard colour to one that was

often hostile to it.

Physical and psychological effects

Few, if any people, in the armed services returned to
civilian life without some impact caused by their wartime
experiences. A significant number came home with
serious physical and psychological damage, which would
shape their quality of life and experiences after the war
(Sources 2 and 3). For others, their wartime experiences

Source 1: Troops on the
voyage home to Australia,
March 1945 [Australian War
Memorial, 011779/14]

Fi

had shaped certain expectations that were simply not met
when they re-entered society (Source 4).

While many were able to find their way in the world
again, for others, a sense of alienation and missing their
‘mates’ prevailed. Alcoholism and violence in relationships
was not uncommon.




he worst time I had in the Army was

when the POWs were coming back. We

got the first lot of stretcher cases out
and they all looked the same. Their eyes were
shrunken in and they all had new uniforms. My
brother Jim was under five stone [32 kgs] when
he came back and he was six feet tall [183 cms].
He looked like a scarecrow with a new uniform
on. It just hung on him. No matter how small
they were they just wouldn’t fit them. They
had no flesh; they had bones ... There were a
lot of TB [tuberculosis] patients ... very badly
off. We’d take the end of the stretcher and help
them out. Then we’d go back in the ambulance
and pick the next one up.

Source 2: Pat Guest (née Bourke) from Singleton NSW, Australian
Women's Army Service, interview, Department of Veterans’
Affairs.

any of the soldiers fighting overseas,

besides being wounded, or catching

malaria or having a skin disease,
would suffer shell shock, which meant they
became depressed, confused, afraid or so
badly affected they might lose their voice or
do things they wouldn’t normally do<.. in our
wards we looked after them ... we gave them a
course of treatment whiech'was electrotherapy
and thalidomide.

Source 3: Neta Lawrence (née Campbell) (NF465336), Voluntary
Aid Detachment Nurse, 114th Australian General Hospital,
memoirs.

4 Source 4: Wounded servicemen arrive home, 12 March 1942

Soldier settlement

As'World War Il drew to a close, plans were made by all
state governments for settling returned servicemen on
the land. This was done using legislation passed during
World War I, sometimes with amendments, or alongside
new legislation. In NSW, a War Service Land Settlement
Act was passed in October 1941. Under this Act, most
people who had served could apply to purchase
agricultural land with special concessions. Five years
later, the Act was amended to include women, although
few women are known to have benefited from this.

Source 5: The housing of the soldier settlement on Kangaroo Island,
South Australia, c. 1950 [Photograph by Les Lynch, SLNSW] w
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Overwhelmingly, recommendations to address the

. . . ur discharge centres have vomited us
issues that plagued the earlier post-World War | soldier g

settlement scheme (Source 6), which saw many farms out, by the hundreds, and after the
fail and become abandoned, were ignored by state almost sacred family reunions, we
governments. As farms failed to perform and provide a view with some misgiving, a rather strange

liveable wage, these new farmers left the land. By the
1970s, much of the land allocated under the scheme had
been sold or absorbed into larger properties.

world, that somehow does not seem to be going
to be quite that Utopia, as viewed from dark
hopelessness of a prison camp.

Source 8: Private William Webb, memoir [Australian War

q . . Memorial, PR87/183].
his general attitude towards [pushing

demobilised men from the fighting forces
into] farming [in 1919-1920] is so close to

that which is developing in 1943 that it deserves Source 7: Harrowing a field at Kangaroo Island soldier settlement,
¢.1950. Farming practiceswould, over time, cause significant soil
erosion, making farming difficult. [SLNSW]

careful review and intense analysis. It will be a
major blunder if Australian Governments launch

schemes of agricultural expansion at the end of
the present war without a realistic view of the
chances [of success].

Source 6: Rural Reconstruction Commission, General Review
Survey, Government Printer, 1943, pp. 27-28.
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A Source 9: The Australian Aboriginal League float in the 1947May.
Day procession, 1947. Participants hold signs saying: ‘United in
War, Divided in Peace’, ‘Free to fight, but not to drink’ and ‘Burn our
welfare board’ [Australian War Memorial, P01248.001]

Notably, returned First Nations servicemen were denied
access to the scheme, along with other benefitsavailable
to non-Indigenous servicemensThis sparked protests
and activism, as people who had proven themselves

in war and had their abilities recognised, often for

the first time, faced a society intent on‘ignoring their
contributions.

nly one Indigenous Australian is known
to have received land in New South
Wales under a ‘soldier settlement’
scheme, despite the fact that much of the
best farming land in Aboriginal reserves was
confiscated for soldier settlement blocks.

Source 10: Australian War Memorial, ‘Indigenous Defence
Service’, 10 March 2021

Learning
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Background and origins

o Describe the background to soldiers returning with
physical and psychological injuries.

e Describe the origins of the soldier-settlement plans.

9 Why did many returned servicemen struggle to
adjust to life after the war?

0 What factors led to the failure of postwar soldier
settlement schemes, despite the lessons of World
War |?

Sources

0 Source 1: Describe how this source presents
the impact of the war on the men shown in the
photograph.

e Sources 2 and 3: Describe the physical and
psychological effects of the war shown in these
sources. How useful are they for determining the
impact on returning soldiers?

e Sources 5, 6 and 7: Explain the historical context of
these sources. How useful are they for explaining the
success of the soldier-settlement scheme?

o Source 9: Explain the historical context of this
source, then evaluate its usefulness and reliability
for drawing conclusions about the treatment of First
Nations veterans.

Sources, page 10
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How is World War Il
commemorated?

World War Il ended in two stages — the surrender of Germany, followed three months later
by the surrender of Japan. These events were once commemorated with large annual
ceremonies, and memorials were constructed in honour of those who served and died in
World War Il. However, more recently, commemoration of the events of WWII have been
overshadowed by a focus on Anzac Day and World War I.

The war ends

Victory in Europe (VE) Day was first celebrated on
8 May 1945 to mark the date when the Allies formally

accepted the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany.

This was followed by Victory over Japan (VJ) Day, when
Japan accepted the terms of surrender on 15 August
1945 (or, because of time zone differences, 14 August
1945 in the United States). In Australia, this event has

ellow citizens, the war is over. The
Japanese Government has accepted the
terms of surrender imposed by.the Allied
Nations and hostilities will now cease. ... Letus
remember those whose lives were given that
we may enjoy this glorious moment and may
look forward to a peace which.they have won
for us. Let us remember those whose thoughts,
with proud sorrow, turn towards gallant, loved
ones who will not come back. ...
You are aware of what has been arranged
for the celebration of this great victory
and deliverance, and in the name of the
Commonwealth Government, I invite you to
join in the thanksgiving services arranged for,
truly, this is a time to give thanks to God, and
to those men against whose sacrifice for us
there is no comparison.

Source 1: Prime Minister Chifley announces the end of World War
I, 15 August 1945, emphasising the importance of remembering
the sacrifice of those who gave their lives.
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become knownas Victory in the Pacific (VP) Day. For
many years, Australians celebrated both VE Day and

VP Day, along with Anzac Day and Armistice Day (the
ending of World War I). After World War Il, the Australian
Governmentagreedto the UK’s proposal that Armistice
Day be renamed Remembrance Day to commemorate
those Killed in both world wars.

Commemorating VE Day

In‘Australia the news of the victory in Europe was met
with great joy and led to spontaneous celebrations. In
Sydney, office workers began throwing shredded paper
from their windows as confetti, covering the streets
below. Around 13 000 people attended a thanksgiving
service in the Domain the following day. However, for
Australia the war was not over — the fight against the
Japanese in the Pacific was still ongoing.

It was felt that celebrations should not take
place until the enemy was defeated and Australian
servicepeople returned home. Over the decades since
the first VE Day, commemorations in Australia have
mainly been held at the Australian War Memorial and in a
more limited way at local RSL clubs.

Commemorating VP Day

The surrender of Japan to the Allies marked the end of
nearly six years of war for Australia. For Australians, this
meant World War Il was finally over, and a public holiday
was declared. Like VE Day, remembrance ceremonies
continue to be held on 15 August to commemorate those
who served fighting the Japanese; however, the scale
that of Anzac Day. Typically, larger VP Day celebrations
are reserved for milestone anniversaries; 2025 is the
80th anniversary of VP Day.



Source 2: Cheering crowd

in Martin Place, Sydney

on the announcement of
apanese surrender, 1945
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Should there be more recognition?

The cost of World War Il was far greater than that of
World War I. Almost 40 000 Australians died giving
service to their country, and a further 30 000 were
taken as prisoners of war. Like Gallipoli in World War
|, there were battles in which Australians fought and
died in profoundly tragic circumstances, with Crete
being a prime example. The courage of those who
defended El Alamein and Tabruk was easily equal to
that of those who fought on the Western Front; and
conscripts and soldiers of the regular army in New
Guinea, particularly on the Kokada Track, displayed a
bravery as notable as that of the original diggers.

However, there was a feeling among some
returned soldiers that their sacrifice was overlooked.
When the Australian POWs of the Japanese were
repatriated and the horrors of their experiences
became known, they were met with great sympathy
and received significant publicity. The same attention
was not given to those who served in Europe. Further,
the contribution of First Nations servicemen was not
acknowledged until many years after the war, and
2023, the Australian War Memorial had no sculptures
commemorating the service of nurses and women
in World War Il. While the contributions of First
Nations Peoples and women are being increasingly
recognised, veterans of World War Il generally still
receive less of a focus than those of World War I.

Learning
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Background and origins

o What was the origin of VE Day celebrations?
e Describe the background to Remembrance Day.

9 Explain why some returned soldiers felt their service
had been overlooked.

o Explain why victory celebrations became
commemorations. Is there a difference?

Significance

0 What is the significance of VE Day and VP Day?

e Source 1: Describe the significance of victory as
expressed by Prime Minister Menzies.

e Explain why you think coommemoration of VE Day and
VP Day has become more ‘low key’ in Australia.

e Evaluate the battles in which Australians fought
during World War II. Should any be considered more
significant than others for commemoration?

Significance, page 10
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How do World Wars |
and Il compare?

World War | (1914—1918) and World War 1l (1939-1945) were both global conflicts with
profound lasting impacts, but they differed in their causes, scope, participants, strategies
and outcomes.

Causes Key participants and scale

= World War I: The primary causes were complex and = World War I: The war was primarily fought between
included militarism, the alliance system, nationalism two alliance systems: the Triple Entente (France,
and imperialism. The assassination of Archduke Russia and the United Kingdom) and the Central
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in 1914 Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary and the
triggered the war, but the underlying tensions had Ottoman Empire)«The United States entered the war
been building for decades. in 1917 on the side of the Entente. While the war was

»  World War II: The rise of totalitarian regimes, primarily fought in'Europe, it had global implications,
particularly Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler, and as colonial powers were involved in battles across
unresolved issues from World War | (such as the Africa, the Middle East and Asia.

harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles) were major

factors. The war began when Germany invaded Source 1: In WWI, flamethrowers proved both effective and horrifying

Poland in September1939. on the battlefields of the Western Front.
v




World War II: The conflict involved many-of the.same
nations but with differentalignments. The primary
opposing alliances were the Allies (including the
United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom
and China) and the Axis Powers (led by Nazi
Germany, Italy and Japan). Thiswas a truly global
war, spanning Europe, Asia, Africa and the Pacific,
involving nations from every inhabited continent.

Combat and technology

World War I: Trench warfare dominated the Western
Front, with soldiers enduring dreadful conditions
in mud-filled trenches. New weapons technologies
— machine guns, poison gas, tanks, flamethrowers
(Source 1) and aircraft — were introduced, but
battles were largely static and gruelling.

World War II: This war featured large-scale,

mobile warfare, with more fluid frontlines and
decisive engagements. Tanks (Source 2), aircraft
(Source 3) and mechanised infantry were central,
and innovations like radar, jet engines and the
atomic bomb played major roles.

Source 3: The scale, speed and advanced aircraft of WWIl made air
battles a central part of military strategy, in ways that would have been
unimaginable during the First World War.
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Civilian impact

World War I: The war led to significant civilian
casualties due to military operations. In addition,
starvation and disease were common in occupied
regions, creating the conditions for the Spanish Flu
epidemic. Itis estimated that more than 7 million
civilians died during World War I.

World War II: Civilian casualties exceeded

38 million due to strategic bombing and the
Holocaust, in which 6 million Jews and millions of
other people were murdered. Japan’s treatment
of civilians in Asia and the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki also caused immense
suffering.

End and consequences

Economic and political
effects

World War I: Ended with the Treaty of Versailles in
1919, which imposed harsh penalties on Germany,
redrew borders, dismantled the
Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman and
Russian empires and created

the League of Nations, but

failed to secure lasting peace.
Many historians view the peace
settlement at the end of World
War | as a precursor to World War
Il

World War II: Ended with
Germany’s surrender in May 1945
and Japan’s in September 1945,
In the postwar period, the United
Nations was founded, Germany
was divided, the Cold War began;
and the United States and Soviet
Union emerged as superpowers.

World War I: European economies
were shattered by debt, inflation
and poverty. Major empires
collapsed and new nations
appeared in Europe and the
Middle East.

World War II: Devastation was
vast, but Western Europe was
rebuilt via the Marshall Plan

and Japan’s economy was
restructured under US guidance.
The war also accelerated the end
of European colonial empires.
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Ideology and propaganda

World War I: Nationalism drove support for
war, and propaganda often portrayed enemies
as barbaric (Source 4). Many still saw war as a
glorious adventure.

World War II: Ideology was central: the Axis
Powers promoted fascism and militaristic
nationalism, while the Allies fought against
totalitarianism (Source 5). All sides used
propaganda to encourage enlistment and
sustain morale.

Source 4: Poster depicting a German ogre, his
blood-covered hands and forearms clutching

at a globe of the world, as blood oozes out of
Europe and towards other countries. Drawn by
Norman Lindsay as part.of a nation-wide recruiting
campaign in 1918.

A 4
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Impacts and legacies

0 In what ways were the wars similar?

e Describe how civilians were affected by each war.
e How did World War | influence World War I1?

e Explain the key differences between the wars.

e Evaluate the statement: ‘World War Il had a greater
impact on the world than World War I'.

a
Source 5: ‘The combat’ (newspaper comic) by Leslie lllingworth, 1940.
Depicting London around the time of the Blitz, the Nazis are shown

as a black cloud creeping over the city, being confronted by an Allied

fighter plane named ‘Freedon. Continuity and cha nge
. o Which nations were involved in both wars?
Overview ,
e Source 1: Describe how weapons technology evolved

Both wars were catastrophic, but World War | arose across the wars.
from European tensions and diplomatic failures, e Explain why civilian deaths were far higher in World
whereas World War Il was driven by fascist ambitions war L.
and ideological conflict. Unresolved issues from World 0 Prepare a Venn diagram showing the key similarities
War | — economic hardship and harsh peace terms — and differences between the wars.
helped fuel the r|Se Of NaZIsm aﬂd ml|ltal’lsm. The tWO e Sources 4 and 5: Evaluate these dep|ct|ons Of’the
wars reshaped the global order, but World War II’s enemy’. How impactful do you think these would
aftermath — Cold War beginnings, the UN’s formation have been in the context of their wars?
and new power structures — had even broader o

Continuity and change, page xx
consequences.
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How do war crimes
fit within the Anzac
tradition?

Anzac soldiers are honoured on Anzac Day and Remembrance Day for their courage,
mateship and sacrifice. Yet these ideals coexisted with a duty to follow the laws of
war. Recognising when Anzac troops violated those laws offers a fuller, more honest

understanding of our shared history.

The Surafend Affair
(9—10 December 1918, Palestine)

Shortly after the armistice that ended World War |,

New Zealand Mounted Rifles and Australian Light Horse
units were encamped near Sarafand al-Amar when
Trooper Leslie Lowry was killed by someone trying to
steal his kitbag. Infuriated by the death of their fellow
soldier, and having found footprints leading to the
nearby village, around 200 soldiers surrounded the
village. After failing to find the suspected culprit, on the
night of 10 December, they attacked, killing between
40 and 137 unarmed civilians and burning much of the
settlement. Although military police investigated, no.one
was held to account. After the war, the Australian, New
Zealand and British governmentswere required to pay
compensation to survivors, but the massacre remained
a dark, often overlooked episode in‘Anzac history.
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Kokoda Track executions
(November 1942, Papua New Guineaq)

Many of the Australiantroops involved in the Kokoda
Campaignof World War Il had previously witnessed the
horrific Japanese war crimes in China, including the
Nanjing Massacre of 1937-1938. The resulting anger
and desire for revenge led to some Australian soldiers
committing war crimes where Japanese prisoners of
war were murdered after surrendering. In one such
case;at Oivi-Gorariin November 1942, a leading
platoon captured five to seven Japanese soldiers who
had surrendered. According to Major General Paul
Cullen, when the next platoon arrived, it bayoneted the
prisoners. Under the Geneva Conventions, executing
surrendered combatants without a fair trial constitutes
awar crime.

Source 1: This is an image of the Australian Mounted Division. It is
unknown who is pictured in this image, but they were possibly part
of the Surafend Massacre. [Australian War Memorial, HO2984]

v




Learning from 1945 onwards The Anzac tradition

In the wake of World War II’s atrocities, the international As important as it is to remember the Anzac soldiers
community sought to prevent future war crimes. The and the sacrifices they made to ensure our freedom, it
Holocaust’s horrors spurred the creation of the is also important to acknowledge the complete history,
Nuremberg Trials, where Nazi leaders were held even when it is uncomfortable. By learning the complete
personally responsible under the new principle that history of Anzacs at war, we can work towards a future
individuals cannot escape liability for war crimes by where war crimes, and hopefully war itself, become a
claiming they were following orders. In 1949, the thing of the past.

Geneva Conventions were also expanded to strengthen
protections for civilians and prisoners of war. These
postwar measures laid the foundation for modern
international criminal law and institutions such as the
International Criminal Court, and had as one of their
aims to prevent atrocities during times of war.
Unfortunately, war crimes still sometimes happen,
including by Australians (Source 2).

Learning
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Significant people, ideas and events

0 What was the Surafend Affair and where did it occur?

e Describe the situation that led up to the Surafend
Affair.

e Explain why the governments associated with the
ANZAC soldiers had to pay compensation to the
survivors of the Surafend Affair.

o Explain how the idea of ‘revenge for Japanese
atrocities’ could have influenced the conduct
of some Australian soldiers during the Kokoda
campaign.

e Evaluate how the post-1945 expansion of the Geneva
Conventions and creation of institutions like the
International Criminal Court have shaped global
approaches to wartime justice.

Interpretations

0 Identify an interpretation of the Surafend Affair.

e Describe how the Anzac traditionis interpreted on
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day.

e Explain how the view that revenge drove Anzac
soldiers to break the laws of war is supported by the
Kokoda evidence.

0 Compare the following statements and provide two
reasons in support of each:
a The Australians who fought in the Kokoda
campaign are heroes.

b The Australians who committed war crimes during
the Kokoda campaign should have faced justice.

e Evaluate the following statement, justifying
your response: ‘The war crimes committed by
some Anzac soldiers should be acknowledged
as part of Anzac Day and Remembrance Day
commemorations.

V'S
Source 2: Australian ex-soldier and Victoria Cross recipient Ben
Roberts-Smith leaving court during his defamation trial in June 2023,
where the court found that, on the balance of probabilities, he had
committed war crimes in Afghanistan. Investigations of the war crimes .

S . o ) : ) Interpretations, page xx
of hisunit, the elite Special Air Service (SAS), isongoing. 0 L0l e
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How do | conduct
a good inquiry?

As you have progressed through this chapter, you have expanded your existing
knowledge and deepened it by exploring perspectives, identifying patterns and
relationships and linking causes and consequences. Along the way, you have developed
your skills in analysing and interrogating sources, asking critical questions and framing
well-supported arguments. You will now apply these skills to crafting a well-reasoned
response to an inquiry question of your choosing related to World War |l.

1 Choose your topic: Identify a question.
Which of the following would you like to investigate
in greater depth?

Causes of World War I, page xx

Battle for Australia, page xx
Australians’ experiences, page xx
Prisoners of war / internment, page xx
Use of nuclear weapons, page xx
Comparing the wars, page xx

2 Briefing: Brainstorm what you already know
and what you want to know about this topic.

Node Node
Branch Branch
Node Node
Central
idea
Node
Node Branch Branch
Node

Extend

How does the information

How does this source

3 Field report: Gather your information.

Look back atithe chapter and find all the
information and sources relevant to your topic.

Identify and locate additional sources
(see How-tajp. xx).

Analyse your sources as you go. You can use the
‘Connect, Extend, Challenge’ thinking routine
below to help you.

Take careful notes as you work, including recording
source details, clearly indicating quoted material
and jotting down further questions as they arise.

Exclusive: Review your findings to form
and answer your big question.

Present: Organise and synthesise your
findings into an engaging narrative
(see How-to, p. xx)

Co—

Challenge £E§l

In what ways might the source

relate to what you already expand or complicate your be incomplete, selective, or
know? understanding? influenced by the author’s

In what ways does this account - Does the information challenge perspective?

align with other sources or your previous assumptions, and - What further evidence would
narratives you’ve encountered? if so, in what way? you need to corroborate or
What background or context - What aspects of the source’s refute the claims made in this
do you have that might support presentation (language, source?

the information presented? imagery, emphasis) extend - Arethere discrepancies

How does the source’s origin your thinking about its possible between this source and
connect with its intended biases or intentions? other contemporary accounts

message or audience?
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that raise questions about its
reliability?
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H2.0

How can we understand

the Holocaust?

The Holocaust is a term used to describe the period from 1933 to 1945, during which
approximately 6 million Jewish people were deliberately murdered. At the time of Adolf
Hitler's rise to power in 1933, the Jewish population of Europe was around 9 million. By 1945,
nearly two out of every three European Jews had been killed as part of the ‘Final Solution'.

knowledge
progression

Stepsin

| can evaluate the
impact of the rise

and fall of societies.

| can explain why a
society developed.

| can explain how a
society developed.

| can describe the
origins of societies.

| can identify the
origins of societies.

Background
and origins
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@ladder

| can evaluate how
societies were
influenced by significant
people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can explain how
ideas’influenced
people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

Significant
people, ideas
and events

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills
you will learn. Each has five levels of difficulty.
Learning skills at the bottom of the ladder will help
you to master the skKills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy of a society.

| can'explain why a

society has a legacy.

I'can explain the
impact of one
society on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a society.

| can identify the
legacy of a society.

Impact and
legacies

| can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/erchange.

| can explain patterns
of continuity and/
or change.

| can explain

continuity and change.

| can describe

continuity and change.

| can identify

continuity and change.

Continuity and
change

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain why
something was caused
or why it led to certain
consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequence.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

Causes and
consequences



ource 1: Jewish people, wearing the yellow star that marked them,

s Jews, were transported between camps in cattle carriages. This

roup of people may be on their way, unknown to them, to one of the
many Nazi death camps set up for their extegmination.

| can evaluate
historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

I can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

5

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

| can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify something
historically significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate the
evidence supporting a

historical interpretation.

| can compare historical
interpretations.

| can explain an
interpretation of history.

I can describe an
interpretation of history.

| can identify a
historical debate.

Interpretations

| can explain change
or causality from
atimeline.

| can summarise the
events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context
of a source.

I can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe
a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

Steps in skill
progression
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What was the background
to the Holocaust?

The Holocaust was the systematic murder of Europe's Jewish population by the Nazis
and their collaborators during World War Il. For the first time, the mass extermination
of a whole people was conducted using industrial methods. Between 1933 and 1945,
Jewish people were subjected to discrimination, segregation and extermination.

While the Holocaust represents the worst mass murder in
human history, Jewish people had been persecuted since
the time of ancient Rome, when they were expelled from
Israel and Judea by Emperor Hadrian (c. 70 ce). During
the medieval period in Europe, Jewish and Christian
people initially co-existed; however, Jewish people were
increasingly subjected to anti-Semitic violence.

The medieval Holocaust in Germany

During the Crusades, many Jewish people were forced
to convert to Christianity, or else were murdered by the
Christian crusaders, especially in the Rhineland region
(modern-day Germany) during the First Crusade (1096).

Again, when the Black Death swept across Europe,
Jewish communities were falsely accused of causing
the plague by poisoning wells. In response, Jews were
forced to convert to Christianity or were massacred. In
the Strasbourg Massacre (1349), thousands of Jews were
burned alive and their property was confiscated. Many
Jewish people fled to Eastern Europe during this time.

In 1492, the King and Queen of Spain issued the
Edict of Expulsion, forcing all Jewish people to flee from
Spain to neighbouring countries, including Germany.
Anti-Jewish violence, known as pogroms, would often
occur in their new homes. In many places in Europe,

pogroms took place during Easter, with Jewish people
accused of religious desecration and consuming the
blood of Christian children.

In his 1543 treatise ‘On the Jews and their Lies’,
Martin Luther, a German and ene of the founders of
Protestantism, usedaccusations that the Roman Catholic
Church'was ‘too Jewish’as the reason Jewish people had
not.converted to Christianity. In many parts of Europe
aroundthis time, Christians were allowed to murder
Jewish'people, who did not have legal protections.

A key element of medieval persecution of Jewish
people was that they were given an opportunity to
convert to Christianity. In the 20th century, the Nazis
linked Judaism to genetics, thus making it impossible for
Jews to convert to another religion.

The origin of the term anti-Semitism

Wilhelm Marr created the term ‘anti-Semitism’ in 1879
to describe specific discrimination against any person of
the Jewish faith. This could include minor discrimination
such as using religious slurs, to major actions such as
confiscation or destruction of property, exile, torture or
murder.

w Source 1: Timeline of the Holocaust

10 March 1933 20 January July 1944
key T Ny 9-10 <« 1942 Seoe -
o First concentration November cooc Majdanek is the
oideas . camp created at 1938 Nazis decide | first concentration
tl m e I I n e Dachau, for political oo on the ‘Final camp to be
° prisoners Kristallnacht Solution’ liberated
30 January 1933 1 April 1933 October 1939 1945

Hitler becomes Boycott of The first Jewish ghetto Some Jewish people
Chancellor of Jewish stores established at Piotrkdw remain in camps as
Germany <« B  fails Trybunalski Displaced Persons
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For many centuries, Jewish communities were not
allowed to own land or to work in government. As such,
they tended to congregate in suburbs within cities and
work in middle-class occupations. Anti-Semitic writers
such as Marr and others appealed totheiraudiences by
referring to these suburbs asvile places where Jewish
people created trouble.

When Germany unified in 1871 (it had formerly
been a loose collection of territories and city-states),
some people attempted to recreate a past for the newly
created German nation. According to this made-up
narrative, Germany’s history contained no Jewish or
Romani people, nor any other minorities.

Hitler's anti-Semitism

Itis not known how or when Hitler became anti-Semitic;
however, Elizabeth Popps, the daughter of a family with
which the young Adolf Hitler stayed during the early days
of World War |, recalls Hitler telling her father ‘he did not
want to serve in the military in Austria because Austria
was too swamped with Jewish people (verjudet)’. This
provides the earliest evidence of Hitler’s thinking.

Source 1: This 1907 painting, The Raid
(Pogrom) by Wojciech Kossak, depicts
the aftermath of a pogrom.

Learning
ladder H2.1

Background and origins

o What is anti-Semitism?

e Describe the restrictions placed on Jewish
communities throughout Medieval Europe and into
modern times.

e Describe the origin of pogroms.

e Explain how the Nazis prevented Jewish people from
converting to Christianity.

Causes and consequences

o Why did many Jewish people flee to Eastern Europe
around 1349?

e Describe how the Black Death was used against
Jewish people.

e Explain how anti-Semitic attitudes developed
in Germany.

e Using the information shown in the timeline,
explain the continuity of discrimination against
Jewish people.

Causes and consequences, page 8
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What was the role of
propaganda in Germany?

Before World War Il, Germany was considered one of the most cosmopolitan and
advanced countries in the world. The country had restored its economy and industry

after the devastations of reparations, hyperinflation and the instability of the Weimar
Republic. Hitler and the Nazis understood the power of propaganda, using it to continually
advertise that Nazism was the reason for the country’s success.

Propaganda was considered so vital that the Nazi Party Goebbels had a flair for organising mass rallies
established the Reich Ministry of Public Enlightenment and spectacles, whichwere filmed, photographed and
and Propaganda, led by Joseph Goebbels. It produced broadcast. Hitler was the first world leader to use air
and distributed cheap wireless radios, which significantly travel as a means to address multiple rallies across vast
extended the reach of the ministry, and Goebbels was distances in a single'day. Goebbels’ cinema productions
able to generate considerable propaganda content via extolled:Nazi virtues, Aryan and Vélkisch ideas, and
posters, films and radio broadcasts. The content always promoted and justified anti-Semitism. Part of Hitler’s

promoted unwavering support for the Nazi Party,
German values and the war effort.

Source 1: This photograph is supposed to depict 23—year-ol‘6 idolf Hitler attendinga 1914
rally. While the original photographer claimed he found Hitlgr in the photo, historian Gerd
Krumeich has concluded that it was faked to be used as Nazi propaganda. Krumeich noticed
that other pictures of the event taken from different standpoints do not show Hitler.

~r
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success in coming to power in 1933
were broadcasts that declared

how the Nazis would end poverty
and unemployment under Hitler’s
promise of ‘bread and work’.

Anti-Jewish actions

Within months of Hitler coming

to power in 1933, his government
purged the education system

of Jewish people and politically
oppositional officials and teachers.
After the purge, 97 per cent of
teachers were part of the Nazi
Teachers League. The curriculumwas
changed to focus on patriotic virtues
such as dying for the Fiihrer and :
Fatherland, love of the Fiihrer, love of ’/’
the Reich and hatred of subversive
views and Jewish people. This
helped the Nazi regime shift people’s moral compass
towards a war footing as well as accepting the mass
murder of political opponents and undesirable racial
minorities.

From the start of Hitler’s reign in 1933,
discrimination against Jewish people increased. On
1 April 1933, boycotts of Jewish businesses were
instituted. However, these displays — such as that
shown in Source 3, in which paramilitary Sturmabteilung
soldiers (also known as stormtroopers) hold placards
to encourage boycotts — werenotas effective as their
organiser, Goebbels, had hoped. In.-many cases, people
ignored the boycotts and walked straight past the
stormtroopers to collect their orders.After 1938, this
propaganda-based approach would be replaced by the
forced aryanisation of Jewish-owned businesses.

4 Source 2: Children’s books
such as Der Giftpilz - ‘'The
Poisonous Mushroom’ -
played a large role
in teaching children
anti-Semitic myths. The
aim was to create a hateful
stereotype of Jewish
people as harmful to
German society. This image
is offensive and racist by
modern standards.

EIEN

Qua gl 10on Genpd-Byinw

Bildwe won Fiade

s

Deutidhe!
Wehrt Cud!

Rauit nichi bei Juden

4 Source 3: Stormtroopers protest outside a department store.
The placards read ‘Germans protect yourselves, don't buy from Jews'.

Background and origins

Learning
ladder H2.2

and Propaganda?
the Nazi Party.
controlled under the Nazi Party.

Jewish people.

Perspectives

wanted to create.

perspective of Jewish people.

perspective of arace of people.

o Who led the Reich Ministry of Public Enlightenment
e Describe how propaganda was communicated by
e Explain how the German education system was

e Explain why the Nazis wanted to create a hatred of

o Source 2: What perspective of Jewish peopleis
presented by the cover of this children’s book?
e Describe the perspective of Hitler that Goebbels

e Explain how the Nazis went about creating a negative

o Evaluate the role of propaganda in creating a public

Perspectives, page 14
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What was
Jewish life like
before the Holocaust?

In 1933, the Jewish population in Europe was estimated to be around 9.5 million people.
While there is a tendency to view the Holocaust as starting when Hitler became Chancellor
this approach does not adequately account for the victims, their culture, the advances
they were responsible for and the world that they inhabited. Nor does it account for the
contributions they would have made to the world except for the murder of so many.

In 1781, the Edict of Tolerance of Austro-Hungarian
EmperorJoseph Il removed many of the legal
impediments traditionally applied to Jewish people.
They were allowed to participate in trades and attend
universities; prominent thinkers and other educated
and upper-class Jewish people were encouraged to
fully participate in society. Similar legal emancipations
occurred across Europe, including in 1871 in Germany
and in the Constitution of the Weimar Repubilic.

Many people embraced the new opportunities
tolerance brought them, and new streams of Judaism
emerged, such as Reform Judaism in Germany. Three
great thinkers who changed how humanity thought
about itselfin the 19th and 20th centuries had Jewish
heritage: Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud and Albert Einstein.

Jewish people in Germany were largely
indistinguishable from their German peers, as many
had adopted the dress and appearance of their
Christian neighbours. A significant number had totally
assimilated, baptising their children as Christian, while
being nominally Jewish in name only.

4 Source 1: On Chanukah 1932, just one month before Hitler came
to power, Rachel Posner, wife of Rabbi Doctor Akiva Posner, took
this photo of the family menorah. Through the window, the building
across the road can be seen decorated with Nazi flags. On the back
of the photograph, she wrote: ‘Chanukah 5692 (1932) “Death to
Judah”, so the flag says. “Judah will live forever”,

so the light answers!
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¥ Source 2: Some famous Jewish people

Karl Marx, the father of Communism, Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) is known as Famous theoretical physicist Albert Einstein
was baptised as a Christian but was the father of modern psychiatry. He was (1879-1955) declared his secularity and
related by his grandfather Meir Halevi to Jewish and had to flee Nazi Germany renounced his Jewish beliefs, although he

a Rabbinic Dynasty. in1938. remained devoted to the idea that Jewish

people would return to the land of Israel.

Jewish people participated in society at many levels,
making many contributions to science, mathematics,
humanities and the arts. They maintained their cultural
roots through the Yiddish language, a fusion of German
and Hebrew and words from other languages. Yiddish
permeated Jewish culture in Europe, and it was spoken
in theatres, newspapers, committees and labour
movements. Much of the tradition of Jewish‘comedy
made famous in Hollywood many years later had its
roots in Yiddish theatres across Europe:

Llearning
ladder H2.3

Background and origins

o How many Jewish people lived in Europe in 19337
However, at the same time as there was a push to

integrate the Jewish people of Europe into'the societies
around them, there was a movement to separate them
as well. Under the 1935 Nuremberg Laws, the Nazis
forced Jewish people to wearyellow stars on their
clothes to make them easily distinguishable from their
German peers. These laws also divided society and
created many severe restrictions against the Jewish
population, including what jobs they could do, and who
they could have relationships with and marry.

e Describe life for Jewish people in Germany before
the Nazis came to power.

e Explain the background and purpose of the
Nuremberg Laws of 1935.

o Evaluate the impact of the Nuremberg Laws on
Jewish peoplein Germany.

Significance

0 What was the significance of the 1781 Edict of
Tolerance?

e Describe the contributions made by Marx, Freud and
Einstein to society.

Prior to the war, the integration of half a million
Jews into German society was so complete that many
could not and would not believe what was to come.

For example, President Paul von Hindenburg protested
against the ‘Law for the Restoration of the Professional
Civil Service’, which would remove Jewish people from
government positions. He pointed out that this would
penalise many Jewish people who had earned Iron Significance, page 5
Crosses for their bravery during World War I. Hitler was
forced to back down; however, upon von Hindenburg’s
deathin 1935 this law and the discriminatory Nuremberg
Laws were enacted.

e Explain the significance of Yiddish to Jewish people
in maintaining their cultural roots.

e Explain why the ‘Law for the Restoration of the
Professional Civil Service’ would have been
significant to Jewish people in Germany.
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What were the aims
of the Holocaust?

Adolf Hitler's dual aims in implementing the Holocaust can be summarised as
‘Germanisation’ to achieve a'Greater Germany' and ‘Aryanisation’ — purifying the Aryan
race by Killing people of different ethnoreligious groups, political ideologies, nationalities
and sexualities, as well as minorities and those with disabilities.

Lebensraum and ethnic cleansing

On 22 June 1941, Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet
Union, initiating the War on the East, which aimed at
conquering Eastern Europe and the USSR to provide
land and resources (Lebensraum, or ‘living space’) for
Germans. Hitler’s vision, outlined in Mein Kampf, was to
depopulate the conquered territories of undesirables,
and repopulate them with ethnic Germans. The
government policy of getting rid of untermenschen, or
undesirable people, began as a move to coerce people
to leave German lands or be killed.

Emigration was initially very effective: more than
397 000 of Germany and Austria’s 500 000 Jewish
people fled the region. Then policies escalated into
arrests, concentration camps, mass shootings, mobile
killing units, ghettos, labour camps and death camps.
The untermenschen-inspired policies also travelled with
the German Army as it rampaged across Europe, wiping
out opposition leaders, intellectuals andJewish and
Romani people, as well as randomly executing Slavic,
Polish and Russian people, and anyone else deemed
‘worthy of a bullet’. When bullets became expensive and
were required by the war effort, other more insidious
means were devised.

Homosexual people of all religions and ethnicities
were also persecuted as part of the Holocaust. It is
estimated that over 100 000 prisoners who were
part of the vibrant LGBTQI A+ community during the
Weimar Republic were murdered by the Nazis. Hitler
and other key Nazi figures viewed homosexuality as
degenerate. Pre-existing laws banning homosexuality
were strengthened by the Nazis, as Hitler saw same-sex
unions as incapable of producing Aryan children, making
them an ‘asocial’ hindrance to the Reich. German
lesbians, while less obviously persecuted, were forced
into secrecy, had to marry male friends, had to give up
higher-paying jobs and were forced to have children.
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Based on limited available data, the suicide rate for
homosexual prisoners in Sachsenhausen concentration
camp was 10 times the rate of all other inmates.

Traditional explanhations.often state that it was
the education and propaganda machine of the Nazi
government that allowed everyday people to participate
in.the Holocaust. Hitler openly declared his plan to
annihilate Jewish people as scapegoats when he
announced, in a speech in1939, ‘If international finance
Jewry.inside and outside Europe should succeed in
plunging the nations once more into a world war, the
result will be not the Bolshevization of the Earth and
thereby the victory of Jewry, but the annihilation of the
Jewish race in Europe’.

Outside of state- and military-organised mass murder,
everyday people had licence to do their part to drive out
and even kill the untermenschen. The concept that people
could be declared ‘unworthy of life” allowed perpetrators
to dehumanise their victims. The anti-Semitism, prejudice
and fear that many people held allowed them to set aside
their moral compass and enabled the terror apparatus to
operate on a societal scale.

However, at the same time, many protested against
anti-Semitism and the Nazi atrocities. A significant
number of German people publicly protested, supported
Communist parties, undertook violent resistance to the
Nazis, hid Jewish people or warned Jewish and Romani
people about what was coming. Even within families
there was disagreement, and Hitler Youth members were
expected to inform on dissenting family members.

Kristallnacht

On 7 November 1938, Hershel Grynspan attempted to
assassinate the German ambassador to Paris, Ernst vom
Rath. Grynspan was a Polish Jew who was protesting



Source 1: Pedestrians pass
by a shattered storefront of
@ Jewish-owned shop after

Q Kristallnacht in Berlin, Germany.

his family’s deportation from Germany to Poland. Cooper led an Australian Aborigines League delegation to
Elites within the Nazi regime were divided about how the German consulate in Australia to protest the violence
to respond, but Goebbels sent the Sturmabteilung being perpetrated on the Jewish population by the Nazis.

(SA) to conduct a pogrom on the night of 9 November.
This became known as Kristallnacht or ‘The night of
broken glass’.

The SS Chief Reinhard Heydrich issued orders to
try to direct the SA not to damage German businesses
or property for fears of losing mainstream support and
to prevent insurance claims. However, whatfollowed
was an unmitigated disaster.Hundreds of synagogues
were burned, as were schools, businesses and houses,
and cemeteries were desecrated. To solve the insurance
issue Jewish people were forced to pay for the damage
to their community institutions, businesses and homes.
Close to one hundred Jewish people died from the
fires or the brutal violence (although this number is
probably underreported).

Some see Kristallnacht as a turning point for the
Holocaust. It signalled a change in Nazi policy from
public SA violence to the more secretive roundups,
ghettos and concentration camps. After Kristallnacht,

30 000 Jewish people were arrested and sent to
concentration camps at Buchenwald, Dachau and
Sachsenhausen. This Nazi policy shift was based partly
on the distaste of the German people for public violence.

Word of these horrific actions spread across the
world; however, the only private citizen to officially
condemn these actions outside of Germany was the First
Nations Australian William Cooper. On 6 December 1938,

Learning
ladder H2.4

Background and origins

o Who were the ‘untermenschen’?
e Describe the aims of the Holocaust.

9 Explain how Hitler convinced many German people
to support the Holocaust.

o Explain why Kristallnacht was a turning point in the
Holocaust.

Causes and consequences

o What caused 397 000 German and Austrian Jewish
people to flee Nazi control?

e Describe how untermenschen-inspired policies
spread from Germany to other countries.

e Explain how Nazi propaganda and education
influenced everyday people’s attitudes towards the
untermenschen.

Q Analyse why the Nazis moved from public violence
against Jewish people to establishing concentration
and death camps.

Causes and consequences, page 10
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H2.5

What were the
Jewish ghettos?

Forced emigration was about 55—-60 per cent successful in removing the Jewish
population from Germany and Austria; however, the invasions in Eastern Europe
increased the number of Jewish people in the Nazi Reich by millions. Heinrich Himmler
and Reinhard Heydrich decided to create ghettos to centralise and control

Jewish and Romani populations.

The Nazis used measures from history that had
traditionally been applied to Jewish people. For centuries
in Medieval Europe and the Islamic world, Jewish

people were forced to wear special badges or hats to
distinguish them from their neighbours. In 1938, Joseph
Goebbels and Reinhard Heydrich wanted some way to
mark Germany’s cosmopolitan Jews as different. To
make the country ‘Jew free’ they relied on census data
and synagogue registers, which were seized by the Nazis
before synagogues and shops were burned.

While the Nazis required all Germans to carry travel
papers, starting from 1 January 1939, Jewish people had
to have theirs stamped with a red ‘J’. Inspections were
held regularly and there were severe penalties for not
having papers, including beatings. GermanJews without
obviously Jewish names were forced to have theirnames
include ‘Israel’ for men or ‘Sarah’ forwomen.

4. Source 1: Heydrich's yellow star
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After the invasion of Poland, the Nazi government
in Poland, led by Hans Frank, issued decrees making it
mandatory for allJewishpeople to wear a white armband
with a Star of David, with extreme punishments for not
doing so. In Germany, on 1 September 1941, Reinhard
Heydrich.forced Jewish people to wear a yellow star with
the word forJew in the centre (Source 1).

The origins of the ghettos

Historically all ghettos trace their heritage to the
‘Gettare’ or ‘Foundry of Venice’ in 1514, a tiny Venetian
island on which Jewish people were forced to live under
a curfew and wear identifying badges. The Nazi conquest
of Eastern Europe led them to establish 1143 ghettos
(Source 2), some of which were created by walling

in suburbs and sections of cities. As the Nazis forced
thousands of people into these limited spaces, severely
restricted food and water and provided inadequate
sanitation, they turned the ghettos into places where
disease and death proliferated.

The first ghetto was established at Piotrkow
Trybunalskiin October 1939, while the last ghetto in
t6dz was ‘liquidated’ in August 1944. They operated
for varying durations depending on the needs of the
Nazi regime and when they could be ‘liquidated’ or
‘processed’. These terms were Nazi euphemisms for
ghettos being emptied and people selected for slave
labour at concentration camps or death at extermination
camps.

Daily life in the ghettos

Most Jewish people received little or no warning that
they were going to be forced from their homes and
moved into ghettos. Specially trained police, guards and
Nazi collaborators would usually knock on their door
and tell families that they had a short time to collect
some belongings into a suitcase. People took valuable



Ghettos in occupied Eastern Europe 1941-1942
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4. Source 2: The concentration of ghettos in Poland and Sovie
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found and added to the round ot in publicasan
example to othersin hiding. A small percentage were
successful at remaining in hiding.

Once in the ghetto, families would be allocated
aroom or a shared living space — usually one family
to aroom or small apartment inside the ghetto.
Overcrowding meant that multiple people shared beds
on rotation, multiple families shared houses and, overall,
there were around seven people to a room. Gradually
rations were reduced until people began to suffer from
malnutrition and starvation. Meanwhile, infectious
diseases proliferated.

Those who could worked for the Judenréte, the ghetto
administration, in some official capacity. Somewhat
incredibly, there were opportunities to become involved
in community projects to make life a little more bearable
for the community. Forced labour offered hours of
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Source: Matilda Education Australia/Custom Mapping Services,
based on information from the US Memorial Holocaust Museum

e got used to standing in line at

7 o’clock in the morning, at 12 noon

and again at 7 o’clock in the evening.
We stood in a long queue with a plate in our
hand, into which they ladled a little warmed-up
water with a salty or coffee flavour. Or else
they gave us a few potatoes. We got used to
sleeping without a bed, to saluting every
uniform, not to walk on the sidewalks and then
again to walk on the sidewalks. We got used to
undeserved slaps, blows and executions. We got
accustomed to seeing people die in their own
excrement, to seeing piled-up coffins full of
corpses, to seeing the sick amid dirt and filth
and to seeing the helpless doctors ...

Source 3: An account from 15-year-old Petr Fischl, who perished
in Auschwitz in 1944. His experience was documented in secret
during art classes taught by Austrian Friedl Dicker-Brandeis.
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backbreaking work under terrible conditions but it did
offer extra rations, however small. Aryan- and Polish
-looking Jews could try to cross the wall of the ghetto,
remove their Star of David armband, and try their luck

on the Aryan side. Still others recognised the injustice
and began to record the abuses, and others actively
resisted by linking with underground resistance groups.
Many people who could not participate in such activities
busied themselves in other ways and others who could
not had to endure hardships with little hope.

Official orders regulated food to the milligram
at the ghettos, with orders such as those from April
1941 mandating ‘the basic provisioning of the Jewish
Residential District must be less than the minimum
necessary for preserving life, regardless of the
consequences’. The strict regulation of food to 300
calories per day meant that hundreds of thousands of
people died from starvation before ever getting onatrain
to an extermination camp.

hey demand that with my own hands
I should kill my nation’s children.
There is nothing for me to do but to die.

fromn Adam Czerniakéw'’s letter to his wife Felicja Czerniakow

osef Hermann Worthoff and his comrades

[resettlement staff] were here:and

demanded to prepare a transport of
children for tomorrow. That is the last straw.
Surely, I cannot send to death the defenceless
children. I decided to leave. Do not treat it as
an act of cowardice or escape: I am helpless,
my heart is bursting with grief and pity, I
cannot stand it anymore. My deed will show
truth to all and may lead to the right course
of action. I realise that I leave you with a
heavy legacy.

fromn Adam Czerniakdéw’s diary

4. Source 5: Extracts showing the despair of Adam Czerniakéw

The Judenrate

The terrible predicament of the Jewish administrators of
the ghettos is that the Nazis used them to organise the
deaths of their families and their communities. The Jewish
police were in a particularly awful position in enforcing
orders from the Nazi regime on their own communities.

Prominentleaders of each ghetto faced terrible ethical
decisions every day, where each choice led to suffering
and death. Such decisions included how to distribute
inadequate food supplies, how to collect money and
jewellery to pay for cattle carriages and ransoms, who to
recruit as slave labour and deciding who was to be ‘going
to the East’, knowing this was Nazi code that meant going
toacamp.

The stress ofithese decisions led Adam Czerniakdw,
the head of the Warsaw Ghetto, to take his own life. He
left a letter and diary entries explaining why (Source 5).

Learning
ladder H2.5

Background and origins

o What was the origin of ghettos?

e Describe how Jewish people were forced into
ghettos.

9 Explain life in a ghetto under the Nazis.

e Source 3: Explain what ‘normal’ life was like for Petr
Fischlina ghetto.

Continuity and change

0 When did the Nazis establish the first ghetto?

e Describe the historical measures the Nazis used to
single out Jewish people.

e Explain the impact of the 1941 orders on people living
in ghettos.

Q Explain how the Judenrdite tried to maintain
continuity for those in the ghettos. Why did they fail?

Continuity and change, page 8
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H2.6

What were the
concentration camps?

With the ghettos at capacity, the Nazi regime sought new locations to send
the untermenschen. Increasingly, they used concentration camps to house
the growing numbers of Jewish and other ‘'undesirable’ prisoners.

The first concentration camp was established on of prisoners. The overcrowding, lack of clean water or

10 March 1933, at Dachau. Initially, its purpose was to adequate food, and brutal treatment meant that disease
‘re-educate’ German political prisoners. These camps quickly took over and large numbers of prisoners died.
used barbed wire and electrified fences and were Dachau’s second Commandant, Theodore Eicke, was
manned by soldiers with automatic rifles, which enabled instrumental in developing operating systems that

asmall group of guards to administer a large group became standard in othér camps.

Political prisoners were soon joined in their

incarceration bydJdewish, Romaniand LGBTQIA+
ﬂﬂlﬂJ‘” v a,gé:;“‘”" people and anyone else that was deemed to be

untermenschen. (The table in Source 1 shows
Pt _ifm ml? Jarve M &ﬁ':::’mmmm sl the groupings used to categorise the inmates

ey

s = of the concentration camps.) Himmler and
Eicke developed brutal treatments to break
the prisoners’ spirits, including meaningless

e S T T ) S exhausting tasks such as moving rocks from
one place to another and breaking them up

v v V v v v v for no purpose, brutal beatings for minor
infractions, and executing prisoners in front of

Source 1: Chart of prisoner markings — the ordained
camp hierarchy
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Triangle

Position and meaning

colour

Red ) | Polltlcal orisoners
Gree; Cr|m|nals ---------
Blue ) Foreign forced labourers
PurpI; Jehovah's Witnesses
Pink ) Homosexuals ---------

Black/brown

Romam homeless and other
polltlcally undesirable people

Letter on top
of triangle

Non-German prisoner — letter
of their country

Two yellow
triangles,
forming the
Star of David

Jewish prisoners. If they were
Jewish and another category,
the triangle of the other
category would go above, with
a yellow triangle below.
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4. Source 2: New arrivals line up at Auschwitz-Birkenau

other inmates. Food was regulated to the milligramand
avoiding starvation became vital to surviving the camps.
According to survivor accounts, prisoners would receive
a cupcake-sized lump of bread and some watery soupiin
the mornings. Experienced inmates halved their bread to
eatin the evening so they could sleep, otherwise hunger
would keep them awake. Whensomeone died or was
selected for execution, other inmates would search their
bunk and belongings for their small stash of bread.

Eicke ordered a hierarchy of badges to be sewn
onto detainees’ uniforms. Criminals convicted of
murder and other violent crimes were at the top of
the prison hierarchy and they were often tasked with
brutally enforcing Eicke’s rules as camp police called,
Kapos. Dachau concentration camp was joined by
Sachsenhausen in 1936, which acted as a central
headquarters for the elaborate system of concentration
camps that would soon be opened.

A network of camps developed in occupied
Poland, and territories in the newly occupied Soviet
Union transferred inmates to and from subcamps to
main camps. Camps served the functions of prison,
population concentration (similar to ghettos) and
a source of slave labour. Six of the camps were
outfitted with facilities for extermination, such as false
shower blocks that were actually gas chambers and
crematoriums.

‘g Y

Daily life in the camps

Upon arrival at the camps, guards with vicious attack
dogs forced the prisoners to rush off the trains and line
up at tables. Men and boys older than 16 were placed
in one line, women and children in the other. Healthy
women who could be used as forced labour were
separated out at this stage.

After the camp doctors had performed a
rudimentary health check, a person was asked their
age and occupation (experience with manual labour
was preferred). Then the new inmates were registered
and given a number, which was used instead of their
name in the camp. For some, their number was sewn
onto their uniform along with their triangle (Source 1),
while at camps such as Auschwitz-Birkenau the number
was tattooed onto the inmate’s arm, using the same
needle for hundreds of people. People were then given
a blue and white striped prison uniform and their heads
were shaved. They were made to shower in groups of
hundreds, in full view of the SS guards and other inmates,
before finally being given a bowl and allocated a barracks
to sleepin. The process was designed to humiliate and
dehumanise the prisoners. Meanwhile, young children,
the elderly and many women were sent straight to the
extermination centre.
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Each barracks held 700-1200 people g
and only had around 22 toilets and Source 4: Women,assemble for daily selektion.
inadequate shower facilities. In some places,
inmates would have to undress in their
barracks and walk to the shower block naked
regardless of the weather. In the morning,
the prisoners were forced to line up in rows
outside in the mud or snow. Rolls were taken
and those who had died in the night, had not
completed their ablutions or were still asleep
had to be found. These people were severely
beaten, shot or sent for extermination.
Selektions, where people were selected for
execution, occurred three times daily, and
often took hours. Guards and Kapos could
beat anyone for any reason, using wooden
truncheons, gun handles or sharpened
steel-toe boots that the guards wore
specifically. As well as their injuries from
beatings, the wooden clogs the prisoners
were forced to wear caused wounds to their
feet, which would fester. Any injury was a
serious liability, as the prisoners could not
rest or eat well enough to heal properly.

Work could be various duties inside the camp itself
or could require marching to sites many kilometres
away. Sadistically, inmates who were musicians were
made to play music to ‘lift” morale as teams of slave
labourers marched past. On marches, guards forced
the underfed inmates to move at a fast pace and
beat or shot anyone who did not keep up. For extra
humiliation, guards coerced prisoners to chant nasty
songs about themselves to keep up their marching
tempo. Lunch would be back at camp or on site and
always contained fewer calories than the inmates
required. The calories were set in such a way that
inmates would slowly die over six weeks. After the work
day finished around sunset, inmates returned to the
camp for another long roll call. This could take hours,
as all the bodies from inmates who had died had to
be accounted for. After this, inmates returned to their
barracks, and lights out occurred at 9 pm.

Inmates tried to make life somewhat bearable.
They repaired or swapped their clothing with deceased
inmates. Trade and barter occurred. Alliances were
made. Stories of how to survive, which jobs were better

A Source 3: Romani woman Rizena Danielova shows the tattoo to do and which guard or Kapo to avoid were shared.
she received in Auschwitz. Held in the so-called ‘Gypsy camp’ Some inmates also had special skills they could use to
in Auschwitz-Birkenau, RiZena was the only member of her get extra food.

family to survive.
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Treatment of women

Sexual violence was common on the Eastern
Front and many female inmates had been
raped before they even came to the camps.
Many women worked in the Ravensbrick,
Auschwitz-Birkenau and Bergen-Belsen
concentration camps. Assaults from male
and female guards as well as Kapos were
fairly common and some non-Jewish women
were forced to work in camp brothels.
Women were often forced to shower in
public where they could be subject to
abuse. The camp ‘hospital’ was notoriously
unsanitary and giving birth was often lethal
for both mother and baby.

Women worked sorting confiscated
possessions, staffing laundries and cleaning
the camp lavatories, which required
constant maintenance. Work in the camp
offices and house cleaning were highly
sought-after positions. As a way of surviving,
women continued to dress and look as
best they could under the circumstances;
makeup could be bartered for, and a healthy
appearance could help a person to survive
daily selektion. Women of certain cultural orSimilar
backgrounds often formed alliances, supporting each
other in the face of the Holocaust.

remember that we stood naked in the

sauna, in line to have our hair removed,

and I wondered - what are all these men
doing here? We couldn’t recognise one another
anymore. I approached one of the Jewish
guards and asked him if he would have a word
with someone so that they wouldn’t cut off my
pigtails, and he replied that so long as I had a
head, hair would grow, while if I didn’t have a
head, I wouldn’t need hair anyway.

Source 5: From the testimony of Dita (Kurschner) Segal, 2006

Block 10

At Auschwitz, Block 10 was notorious among inmates
as a place to be avoided. This was where camp doctors
performed hideous experiments on inmates. Doctors
Carl Clauberg and Horst Schumann conducted

experiments in sterilising women by injecting irritants
into women’s fallopian tubes and using X-ray methods
and surgical castration on men.

Professor Josef Mengele performed a number of
bizarre experiments on twins, people with dwarfism,
people with genetic differences and Romani people. He
had a special lab near the Zigeuner Family Camp and
ensured that any subjects were killed so he could study
them by autopsy. Some experiments conducted by camp
doctorsincluded investigating hypothermia by having
inmates stand naked outside in the middle of winter
and dousing them with cold water. Other experiments
included torturous and unnecessary surgeries, which
caused significant pain and trauma to the victims. Many
of the experimental results were sealed at the trial of
doctors at Nuremberg after the war; however, some of
the research wenton to be used in the treatment
of hypothermia:

Learning
ladder H2.6

Significant people, ideas and events

0 What was the original purpose of Dachau
concentration camp?

e Describe what happened to people when they
arrived at the camps.

e Explain why daily life in the camps was inhumane and
resulted in such a high death rate.

e Explain why concentration camps were part of the
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