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Course Companion definition

The IB Diploma Programme Course Companions are resource materials
designed to support students throughout their two-year Diploma
Programme course of study in a particular subject. They will help
students gain an understanding of what is expected from the study

of an IB Diploma Programme subject while presenting content in a

way that illustrates the purpose and aims of the IB. They reflect the
philosophy and approach of the IB and encourage a deep understanding
of each subject by making connections to wider issues and providing
opportunities for critical thinking.

The books mirror the IB philosophy of viewing the curriculum in terms
of a whole-course approach; the use of a wide range of resources,
international mindedness, the IB learner profile and the IB Diploma
Programme core requirements, theory of knowledge, the extended essay,
and creativity, activity, service (CAS).

Each book can be used in conjunction with other materials and indeed,
students of the IB are required and encouraged to draw conclusions from
a variety of resources. Suggestions for additional and further reading

are given in each book and suggestions for how to extend research are
provided.

In addition, the Course Companions provide advice and guidance
on the specific course assessment requirements and on academic
honesty protocol. They are distinctive and authoritative without
being prescriptive.

IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgable and caring young people who help to create a better and
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the IB works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international
education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become
active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who understand that other
people, with their differences, can also be right.




The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people
who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of
the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. IB learners
strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills
necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in
learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be
sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgable They explore concepts, ideas, and issues that have local
and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge
and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of
disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically
and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information
confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety
of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in
collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of
fairness, justice, and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups,
and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the
consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures

and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values, and
traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to
seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow
from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion, and respect towards the needs
and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service,
and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the
environment.

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty

with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to
explore new roles, ideas, and strategies. They are brave and articulate in
defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical,
and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves
and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and
experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and
limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.



A note on academic honesty

It is of vital importance to acknowledge and
appropriately credit the owners of information
when that information is used in your work.
After all, owners of ideas (intellectual property)
have property rights. To have an authentic piece
of work, it must be based on your individual

and original ideas with the work of others fully
acknowledged. Therefore, all assignments, written
or oral, completed for assessment must use your
own language and expression. Where sources are
used or referred to, whether in the form of direct
quotation or paraphrase, such sources must be
appropriately acknowledged.

How do | acknowledge the work of others?

The way that you acknowledge that you have used
the ideas of other people is through the use of
footnotes and bibliographies.

Footnotes (placed at the bottom of a page) or
endnotes (placed at the end of a document) are

to be provided when you quote or paraphrase

from another document, or closely summarize the
information provided in another document. You do
not need to provide a footnote for information that
is part of a ‘body of knowledge’. That is, definitions
do not need to be footnoted as they are part of the
assumed knowledge.

Bibliographies should include a formal list of

the resources that you used in your work. The
listing should include all resources, including
books, magazines, newspaper articles, Internet-
based resources, CDs and works of art. ‘Formal’
means that you should use one of the several
accepted forms of presentation. You must provide
full information as to how a reader or viewer

of your work can find the same information.

A bibliography is compulsory in the extended essay.

What constitutes misconduct?

Misconduct is behaviour that results in, or may
result in, you or any student gaining an unfair
advantage in one or more assessment component.
Misconduct includes plagiarism and collusion.

Plagiarism is defined as the representation of the
ideas or work of another person as your own. The
following are some of the ways to avoid plagiarism:

e Words and ideas of another person used to
support one’s arguments must be acknowledged.

e Passages that are quoted verbatim must
be enclosed within quotation marks and
acknowledged.

e CD-ROMs, email messages, web sites on the
Internet, and any other electronic media must be
treated in the same way as books and journals.

e The sources of all photographs, maps,
illustrations, computer programs, data, graphs,
audio-visual, and similar material must be
acknowledged if they are not your own work.

e  Works of art, whether music, film, dance,
theatre arts, or visual arts, and where the
creative use of a part of a work takes place,
must be acknowledged.

Collusion is defined as supporting misconduct by
another student. This includes:

e allowing your work to be copied or submitted
for assessment by another student

o duplicating work for different assessment
components and/or diploma requirements.

Other forms of misconduct include any action
that gives you an unfair advantage or affects the
results of another student. Examples include,
taking unauthorized material into an examination
room, misconduct during an examination, and
falsifying a CAS record.
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Syllabus content

Unit 1 Power, sovereignty and international relations

This unit focuses on the dynamics of power and how it is manifested
and legitimised at various levels. The roles of state and non-state actors
are examined, their interactions in global politics are discussed and their
success in achieving their aims and objectives are evaluated.

Key concepts: power, sovereignty, legitimacy, interdependence

Learning outcome  Prescribed content Possible examples (intended as a starting point only: for many
topics, local and current examples will be more appropriate

than the ones listed, and many more examples are listed than
are expected to be covered during the course)

Nature of power Definitions and theories of * Definitions and theories of power, e.g. Nye, Mearsheimer,
power Gramsci, Lukes, Wolf
Types of power * Types of power, e.g. hard vs. soft; economic, military, social,
cultural; individual vs. collective; unilateral vs. multilateral
Operation of state States and statehood * States and statehood, e.g.
power in global

o State, nation, nation-state, stateless nation, types of state

politics (e.g. unitary states, federal states, confederations)

o Democratic states

o Militarised states

o Fragile /failed states
o Rising states

The evolving nature of state | ¢ The evolving nature of state sovereignty and legitimacy of
sovereignty and legitimacy state power, e.g.

of state power o The Westphalian conception of state sovereignty and

present-day challenges to this (e.g. globalization, supra-
nationality, humanitarian intervention, indigenous rights)

o Domestic and international sources of legitimacy for state
power (e.g. possession and use of force, international law
and norms, recognition by other states due to economic and
balance of power considerations, consent of the governed
through political participation — or not)




Function and
impact of
international
organizations and
non-state actors in
global politics

The United Nations (UN]

Intergovernmental
organizations (IG0s])

Non-governmental
organisations (NGOs),
multinational corporations
(MNCs) and trade unions

Social movements,
resistance movements and
violent protest movements

Political parties

Informal forums

The UN, e.g. UN Charter, General Assembly, Security Council,
other organs and agencies

IGOs, e.g. World Trade Organisation (WT0), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), European Union, African Union, Arab
League, ASEAN

NGOs, e.g. Red Cross/ Red Crescent, Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, Greenpeace, BRAC

MNCs, e.g. Unilever, Philips, IKEA, Lenovo, Tata
Trade unions, e.g. International Trade Union Confederation
Social movements, e.g. Occupy, Avaaz.org, Billion Voices

Resistance movements, e.g. Arab Spring, Orange Revolution in
Ukraine, Zapatista Rebellion

Violent protest movements, e.g. FARC, Hezbollah, Naxalites, Al
Qaeda

Political parties, e.g. the Republican and Democratic parties
inthe US, CDU and SPD in Germany, the Communist Party in
China

Informal forums, e.g. G20, G8, G2, World Economic Forum,
World Social Forum

Nature and extent
of interactions in
global politics

Global governance

Cooperation: treaties,
collective security, strategic
alliances, economic
cooperation, informal
cooperation

Conflict: interstate

war, intrastate war,
terrorist attacks, strikes,
demonstrations

Global governance, e.g. UN Security Council resolutions,
climate change agenda, Basel accords on financial regulation,
WTO trade agreements, regional decision-making

Treaties, e.g. Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, Montreal
Protocol

Collective security, e.g. NATO, Organization of American States

Strategic alliances, e.g. China’s alliances in Latin America and
Africa, US-Taiwan, US-Israel, India-Afghanistan

Economic cooperation, e.g. bi- and multilateral trade
agreements, regional economic integration, facilitation and
regulation of international production

Informal cooperation, e.g. extraordinary rendition, technology
harmonization, cultural exchange

Interstate war, e.g. Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan and South Sudan
Intrastate war, e.g. Syria, Ukraine
Terrorist attacks, e.g. 9/11, Mumbai bombings

Strikes and demonstrations: local examples




Unit 2: Human Rights

This unit focuses on the nature and practice of human rights. Debates
surrounding human rights are examined.

Key concepts: human rights, justice, liberty, equality

Learning outcome

Nature and
evolution of human
rights

Prescribed content

Definitions of human
rights

The UN Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights (1948)

Developments in human
rights over time and space

Possible examples

* Definitions of human rights, e.g. through notions such as

inalienability, universality, indivisibility, equality, justice, liberty
Developments in human rights over time and space, e.g.

o Human rights milestones, e.g. civil and political rights,
economic, social and cultural rights, gender rights, children’s
rights, indigenous people’s rights, refugee rights

o Internationalization of human rights, e.g. universal
jurisdiction, international humanitarian law

Codification,
protection and
monitoring of
human rights

Human rights laws and
treaties

Protection and
enforcement of human
rights at different levels

Monitoring human rights
agreements

Human rights laws and treaties, e.g. role of custom, human
rights in constitutions (e.g. South Africa, Brazil), International
Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of Migrant Workers, Rome Statute

Protection and enforcement of human rights at different levels,
e.g. national courts and police, International Court of Justice,
International Criminal Court, Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, Cambodia Tribunal

Monitoring human rights agreements, e.g. ombudsmen, Human
Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Red Cross/ Red Crescent,
monitoring elections

Practice of human
rights

Claims on human rights

Violations of human rights

Claims on human rights, e.g. labour rights, indigenous land
claims, movements for gender equality, debates about same
sex marriage

Violations in human rights, e.g. forced labour, human trafficking,
forced relocation, denial of prisoners of war rights, child soldiers,
violations of freedom of speech, violations in the name of
prevention of terrorism, gender discrimination

Debates
surrounding human
rights: differing
interpretations of
justice, liberty and
equality

Individual vs. collective
rights

Universal rights vs. cultural
relativism

Politicization of human
rights

Individual vs. collective rights, e.g. Western, Asian and African
conceptions, indigenous conceptions

Universal rights vs. cultural relativism, e.g. Sharia law, honour
killings, hate crime laws, consumer rights

Politicization of human rights, e.g. use of human rights for
political gain, humanitarian arguments, responsibility to protect,
use of sanctions

Xi
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Unit 3: Development

This unit focuses on what development means, how it can be pursued and what
may help or stand in the way of people, communities and countries becoming better
off in a comprehensive sense. Debates surrounding development are examined.

Key concepts: development, globalization, inequality, sustainability

Learning outcome

Contested
meanings of
development

Prescribed content

Different definitions
of development,
including sustainable
development and
well-being

Measuring
development

Possible examples

e Economic growth, a fairer income distribution, reduction in poverty,

meeting basic needs, improved capabilities, achievement of political
and social freedoms, well-functioning institutions, lifestyles that
respect the ecological constraints of the environment

Gross National Product, Gini Index, Human Development Index, Human
Poverty Index, Gender-related Development Index, Genuine Progress
Indicator, Inclusive Wealth Index, Happy Planet Index, corruption
indices, trustindices

Factors that may
promote or inhibit
development

Political factors

Economic factors

Social factors
Institutional factors

Environmental
factors

Ideologies, history of and persistence of conflict, stability,
accountability, transparency, legal frameworks, political consequences
of different development paths, decisions about the allocation of aid,
political culture, culture of bureaucracy, vested interests

Access to resources, increasing resource constraints, infrastructure,
debt, access to capital and credit, aid, trade, foreign direct investment
(FDI], income distribution, informal economy, vested interests

Values, cultures, traditions, gender relations, migration
UN, IMF, World Bank, WT0, partnerships between developing countries

Geography, resource endowment, consequences of climate change on
people and communities’ lives

Pathways towards
development

Models of
development

Approaches for
developing the
economy

Approaches for
developing society

Modernization and post-modernization theories (e.g. Rostow,
Inglehart), dependency theories (e.g. Cardoso, Wallerstein),
neoliberalism (e.g. Washington consensus), state capitalism (e.g.
China, Russia), capability theories (e.g. Sen, Nussbaum)

Trade liberalization, export orientation, commodity-led growth,
tourism, entrepreneurship, knowledge economy, circular economy,
complementary currencies

Concern for citizenship skills and engagement, improving education
and healthcare, changing roles of women, more ecological living,
indigenous revitalization movements

Debates
surrounding
development:
challenges of
globalization,
inequality and
sustainability

Globalization: wins
and losses

Inequality: how
important a factorin
development?

Sustainable
development: which
way forward?

Facts about development of standard of living and assessment of
realization of human rights, well-being and opportunity for different
groups of people within and between societies, environmental impacts
of globalization

Opportunities for and limits of state, IG0 and NGO action, (e.g. global
regulation of MNCs and cross-border financial flows, role of local
regulation of conditions of work, power of lobbies)

Opportunities for and limits of state, IGO0 and NGO action (e.g. progress
in global climate change negotiations, role of regional, national and
local policies for sustainable development)




Unit 4: Peace and Conflict

This unit focuses on what peace, conflict and violence mean, how conflicts
emerge and develop, and what can be done to build a lasting peace.

Key concepts: peace, conflict, violence, non-violence

Learning

outcome

Contested
meanings of
peace, conflict
and violence

Prescribed content

Different definitions of
peace, conflictand violence,
including positive peace and
structural violence

Types of conflict

Justifications of violence,
including just war theory

Possible examples

* Different definitions of

o Peace: e.g. negative peace, balance of power, peace in
different political traditions and religions, feminist peace

o Conflict: e.g. through scale of conflict from e.g.
disenfranchisement through to interstate war

o Violence: e.g. direct violence, cultural violence
¢ Types of conflict, e.g.

o Territorial conflict (e.g. Western Sahara, Russian claims,
disputes in the South China Sea)

o Interest-based conflict (e.g. weapon sales, positive
discrimination on the factory floor)

o |deological conflict (e.g. political ideologies, free market
versus state-led economy)

o |dentity conflict (e.g. indigenous populations, more
heterogeneous populations in previously homogeneous
states)

¢ Justifications of violence, e.g. humanitarian intervention, self-
defence, religiously or culturally condoned violence

Causes and
parties to conflict

Causes of conflict

Parties to conflict

* Causes of conflict, e.g. greed vs. grievance (e.g. Colombia, Sierra
Leone), territorial control, material interest, resource scarcity,
ideology, threatened identity, perception

* Parties to conflict, e.g. states, intrastate groups, protest groups,
individuals

Evolution of
conflict

Manifestations of conflict,
including non-violence

Conflictdynamics

Third-party involvement
in conflict, including
humanitarian intervention

* Manifestations of conflict, e.g. demonstrations, civil
disobedience, violent protests, guerrilla warfare, terrorism,
genocide, civil war, interstate war

* Conflictdynamics, e.g. Galtung’s conflict triangle, positions-
interests-needs, conflict cycles

¢ Third-party involvement, e.g. weapon embargoes, NATO
involvement, election observers

Conflict resolution
and post-conflict
transformation

Peacemaking, including
negotiations and treaties

Peacebuilding, including
reconciliation and work of
justice institutions

* Peacemaking, e.g. UN peace enforcement, imposed settlement,
ceasefires, truces, arbitration, mediation, peace treaties,
peacekeeping, peace enforcement, military victory

 Peacebuilding, e.g. truth and reconciliation commissions (e.g.
Sierra Leone), courts (e.g. Cambodia, International Criminal
Court), forgiveness
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Key concepts

The following sixteen key concepts (with brief explanations provided
below) weave a conceptual thread throughout the course. They

should be explored both when working with the core units and the HL
extension in order to equip students with a conceptual framework with
which to access and understand the political issues examined.

The concepts below are listed in the order in which they appear in the
core units, with four concepts attached to each unit. This unit affiliation
indicates where the concepts are most likely to surface, but the intention
is that any of them can and should be addressed at any point of the
course where they add value to the discussion.

Concept Explanation

Power Power is a central concept in the study of global politics and a key focus of the course.
Power can be seen as ability to effect change in the world and, rather than being viewed
as a unitary orindependent force, is as an aspect of relations among people functioning
within various social organizations. Contested relationships between people and groups
of people dominate politics, particularly in this era of increased globalization, and so
understanding the dynamics of power plays a prominent role in understanding global
politics.

Sovereignty Sovereignty characterises a state’s independence, its control over territory and its ability
to govern itself. How states use their sovereign power is at the heart of many important
issues in global politics. Some theorists argue that sovereign power is increasingly being
eroded by aspects of globalization such as global communication and trade, which states
cannot always fully control. Others argue that sovereign states exercise a great deal of
power when acting in their national interest and that this is unlikely to change.

Legitimacy Legitimacy refers to an actor or an action being commonly considered acceptable and
provides the fundamental basis or rationale for all forms of governance and other ways
of exercising power over others. The most accepted contemporary source of legitimacy

in a state is some form of democracy or constitutionalism whereby the governed have a
defined and periodical opportunity to choose who they wish to exercise power over them.
However, even within an overall framework of legitimacy, individual actions by a state can
be considered more or less legitimate. Other actors of global politics and their behaviours
can also be assessed from the perspective of legitimacy.

Interdependence For global politics, the concept of interdependence most often refers to the mutual reliance
between and among groups, organizations, areas and states for access to resources that
sustain living arrangements. Often, this mutual reliance is economic (such as trade), but
can also have a security dimension (such as defence arrangements) and, increasingly, a
sustainability dimension (such as environmental treaties). Globalization has increased
interdependence, while often changing the relationships of power among the various
actors engaged in global politics.

Human rights Human rights are basic rights and entitlements which many argue one should be able
to claim simply by virtue of being a human being. Many contemporary thinkers argue
that they are essential for living a life of dignity, are inalienable, and are universal.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948 is
recognized as the beginning of the formal discussion of human rights around the world.
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Justice

Liberty

Equality

Development

Globalization

Inequality

Sustainability

Peace

There are a number of different interpretations of the term justice. It is often closely
associated with the idea of fairness and with each getting what he or she deserves,
although what is meant by desert is also itself contested. The term justice is also closely
associated with rights and what individuals can legitimately demand of one another or
their government.

The term liberty refers to having freedom and autonomy. It is often divided into positive
and negative liberty, with negative liberty often defined as freedom from external coercion
and positive liberty defined as a person having the freedom to carry out their own will.
Some scholars reject this distinction and argue thatin practice one cannot exist without
the other.

Egalitarian theories are based on a concept of equality where all people, or groups of
people, are seen to have the same intrinsic value. Equality is therefore closely linked to
justice and fairness, as egalitarians argue that justice can only exist if there is equality.
Increasingly, with growing polarization within societies, equality is also linked to liberty, as
different people have different opportunities to carry out their own will.

Developmentis a broad based and sustained increase in the standard of living and
well-being of a level of social organization. Many consider it to involve increased income,
better access to basic goods and services, improvements in education, healthcare and
public health, well-functioning institutions, decreased inequality, reduced poverty and
unemployment and more sustainable production and consumption patterns. Although
the focus of development debates in global politics is on issues faced by developing
countries, all societies and communities face questions about how to best promote well-
being and reduce ill-being. Development is typically measured through indicators such
as longevity and literacy as well as income per head, but other measures, such as carbon
footprint and subjective well-being, are being included in many metrics.

Globalization is a process by which local, regional and national economies, societies

and cultures are becoming increasingly integrated and connected. The term refers to

the reduction of barriers and borders, as goods, services and ideas flow more freely
between different parts of the world and people. Globalization is a process which has been
taking place for centuries but the pace has quickened in recent decades, facilitated by
developments in global governance and technology and powered by cheap energy. By
now, it is widely acknowledged that globalization has both benefits and drawbacks and
thatits proceeds are not evenly distributed.

Inequality refers to the unequal access to resources that are needed to sustain life and
communities. Itis closely connected to discussions of power in a globalized world and
who holds the rights to these resources and their proceeds. Inequality can be examined
both as a phenomenon within and between societies.

Definitions of sustainability begin with the idea that development should meet the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their

needs. Sustainability today has three fields of debate — environmental, sociopolitical and
economic. In global politics, mechanisms and incentives required for political institutions,
economic actors and individuals to take a longer term and more inclusive well-being
perspective in their decision-making are particularly important.

Peace is often defined as a state of both non-conflict and harmonious relations. Many also
refer to peace as a state of non-conflict among personal relations, particularly with oneself
and one’s relationship with others. Peace is the ultimate goal of many organizations that
monitor and regulate the relationships among states.
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Conflict

Conflict is the dynamic process of actual or perceived opposition between individuals,
groups or countries. This could be opposition over positions, interests or values. Most
theorists would distinguish between non-violent and violent conflict. In this distinction,
non-violent conflict can be a useful mechanism for social change and transformation,
while violent conflictis harmful and asks for conflict resolution.

Violence

Violence is often defined as physical or psychological force afflicted upon another being.
In the context of global politics it could be seen as anything manmade that prevents
someone from reaching their full potential (e.g. structural violence). This broader definition
would encompass unequal distribution of power and discriminatory practices that exclude
entire groups of people from accessing certain resources.

Non-violence

Non-violence is the practice of advocating one’s rights without physically harming the
opponent. It often involves actively opposing the system that is deemed to be unjust,
through for example boycotts, demonstrations and civil disobedience. Itis argued by
theorists that non-violence can often draw international attention to a conflict situation
and that it could provide a fertile basis for post-conflict transformation.
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The nature of Global politics

The twenty-first century is characterized by
rapid change and increasing interconnectedness,
impacting people in unprecedented ways and
creating complex global political challenges.
The study of global politics enables students

to critically engage with different and new
perspectives and approaches to politics, in order
to better make sense of this changing world and
their role in it as active citizens. Global politics
is an exciting dynamic subject that draws on a
variety of disciplines in the social sciences and
humanities, reflecting the complex nature of
many contemporary political issues.

The Diploma Programme global politics course
explores fundamental political concepts such
as power, equality, sustainability and peace

in a range of contexts. It allows students

to develop an understanding of the local,
national, international and global dimensions
of political activity, as well as allowing them the
opportunity to explore political issues affecting
their own lives. The course helps to understand
abstract political concepts by grounding them
in real-world examples and case studies. It also
invites comparison between such examples
and case studies to ensure a transnational
perspective.

The core units of the course together make up
a central unifying theme of “people, power and
politics”. The emphasis on people reflects the
fact that the course explores politics not only
at a state level but also explores the function
and impact of non-state actors, communities
and individuals. The concept of power is also
emphasized as being particularly crucial to
understanding the dynamics, tensions and
outcomes of global politics. Throughout the
course issues such as conflict, migration or
climate change are explored through an
explicitly political lens, politics providing a
uniquely rich context in which to explore how
people and power interact.
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Global politics and international-mindedness

Developing students” international-mindedness
and awareness of multiple partial perspectives and
approaches — including their own — is at the heart
of the global politics course. The course encourages
dialogue, discussion and debate. Nurturing the | ,‘
capacity to listen to themselves and to others in

order to understand where each is coming from /
is important for interpreting competing and
contestable claims, but also for appreciating that
political beliefs and positions are contextual and
deeply held. By engaging in dialogue, discussion
and debate in a respectful and attentive spirit, it is
hoped that students will progress towards forming e
their own, well-informed provisional viewpoints.
They will be better equipped to understand the
hurdles of and opportunities for political progress
in the real world, to build relationships with others |
and to resolve conflicts in a peaceful way.

The course also encourages students to reach an
awareness and appreciation of both their own B
civic responsibility at a local level and our shared $4
responsibility as citizens of an increasingly
interconnected world. The inclusion of an
engagement activity in the course reflects the
importance given to not only appreciating and
understanding the complex issues facing the
world today, but also of engaging with them in
an active and personal way.

The global politics course develops international-
mindedness in students through an examination
of fundamental political concepts and debates
that have global significance. The course
considers contemporary examples and case
studies at a variety of levels, from local to global,
as well as encouraging comparison between
such examples and case studies. Throughout
the course teachers have the opportunity to
choose relevant examples and case studies to
ensure that the course appropriately meets their
students’ needs and interests, whatever their
location or cultural context.
— Global politics guide,
International Baccalaureate Organization, 2015
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INTRODUCTION

What is a concept?

Always used as a noun, a conceptis an
abstract idea that includes categories of
experiences or phenomena thatare of the
same set of thoughts, impressions and
beliefs. For example, a conceptalbum
could be an album made with similar
songs that express similar thoughts or
styles of music. A concept car is defined
by the design of the car, often of an
experimental variety, creating a new set
of presumptions and expectations of how
the car will perform and be designed.

In global politics, concepts are bundles

of ideas that refer to phenomena or
experiences. Each unit has key concepts
that represent whatis emphasized in

that section. The experiences, thoughts
and phenomena they refer to are always
connected to the other concepts and units
in the course, and should always be seen
as part of the whole of global politics.

Introduction to the course

The global politics course is a unique examination of the significant
changes that have taken place in world politics in contemporary times.
The course is an interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary exploration

of rapid social change, while also covering the issues that are now
dominating the world stage. With the explanatory subtitle of “people,
power and politics”, the course focuses on four areas that are major
issues of our time: power, sovereignty and international relations;
human rights; development; and peace and conflict.

The course presents concepts and case studies that can be adapted to
the specific interests of teachers and students. These concepts present
a broad framework for a wide range of definitions and ideas about our
current world; the examples and case studies ground the investigations
in material that can serve as a guide for exploring how politics in the
world now functions and how it has evolved and changed over time.

Individual and group perspectives

Throughout the course it is also useful to approach the key political
concepts and contemporary political issues through various individual
and group perspectives. This can help you to develop an appreciation
of multiple points of view, and deepen your understanding of the
complexity of many issues encountered in the study of global politics:
our unique personalities, life experiences and the social and cultural
environments we are a part of influence how we act in global politics.
Three examples of important perspectives are gender, ethnicity and
religion; additional individual and group perspectives will be relevant
depending on the issue at stake.

Gender

Gender is an important form of identity, and can be socially constructed
as well as biologically determined. Gender values can also change
dramatically over time. In the last century, feminist movements
successfully drew attention to women'’s inequality in education,
employment, the home and in politics, and these issues remain
pertinent in all human societies. Today, gender relations in global
politics refers to contested and changing power relations between men
and women in which men often dominate. Many key aspects of global
politics such as human rights, development and conflict remain highly
gendered, and issues such as literacy, migration, sexual violence and
disease continue to impact on men, women and children differently.

Increasingly gender theorists argue that dominant understandings of
masculinity may be the key to making sense of how gender relations

in global politics affect us all. International organizations such as

the United Nations continue to promote both gender awareness and
combat discrimination towards women through the policy of gender
mainstreaming. However, it is important to remember that many
countries and communities still have different ideas about the rights and
roles of men and women and that learning about gender can be seen to
be a political act in itself.
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Ethnicity

Ethnicity is a form of identity in terms of membership of an ethnic
group. Individuals within an ethnic group share common characteristics,
for example, cultural and societal similarities such as language, beliefs
and history. Although there may be no formal agreement about what
makes an ethnic identity different, many people describe themselves as
descendants of a particular ethnic group and wish to preserve this status
and their rights. Categories based on ethnicity may overlap with both
national identities and racial identification.

Religion

Religion refers to a diverse set of belief systems. Religious identity
usually has both a personal and a social dimension. On one hand,
religions provide answers to questions about life, death, origins of the
world and so forth, and are a way for people to find or generate meaning
in their own lives. On the other hand, members of a religion share these
narratives, certain rituals and, often, social norms and a moral code;
being a member of the religious community is an important aspect

of most religions. The powerfulness of both the personal and social
dimensions of religion to devotees combined with the fact that religions
assert authority from divine sources serves to strengthen the influence of
religious identities and communities in global politics.

Globalization

“Global”, or “globalization”, has often been considered within both
specialized and more public circles as a simple concept. It is often seen as
a natural process that has integrated the world, with winners and losers
that correspond to the centres of power and the regions controlled by
those powerful countries. It is, however, important to remember that the
global system is not new, and has existed for centuries through trade and
exploratory missions of peoples from all over the globe. The existence

of the Spice Trade or the trading posts of the Silk Road are common
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INTRODUCTION

A The ruins of Machu Picchu, sacred
city of the Inca Empire

TOK

Global politics falls within the
area of knowledge known

as the human sciences.

How are the methods used
to gain knowledge in global
politics similar or different to
the methods used in other
disciplines in the social
sciences, such as economics
or psychology? How are they
similar or different to the
methods used in the natural
sciences?

examples of how people have long traveled great distances to interact with
other cultures and communities.

The city states of the Inca Empire or the Kingdoms of Egypt are other

examples of peoples spread over thousands of miles, traveling to far-
away places to trade and interact for
social purposes.

Globalization and social change

What has changed is the speed and
distance at which these transactions
take place and at which politics now
functions. The world has changed
more in the past 50 years than in all
of human history before it: global
population has grown more than
tenfold since 1700, our environment
no longer resembles that which
existed in the pre-industrial age,
military technology has advanced

to the point at which one bomb can
instantly vaporize every human on
earth. As well as big changes, there
are also smaller changes. We can
now instantly communicate from
one point of the globe to the other,
wars and disasters are seen by populations in real time rather than days
or weeks later and there are no humans on earth who have not been in
contact with other groups and cultures.

Groups ranging from small communities to governments have had

to adapt to the changes in worldwide production, as local areas and
indigenous peoples have reacted and often rebelled against changes
occurring from outside their boundaries. Climate change has affected
all populations on earth, but countries have differed in the way that
they have reacted. At the same time, changes in investment by those
with capital have undermined the authority of poorer governments and
government policy.

This course recognizes that politics is now a complex social process

and that it is almost always integrated on various levels of geographic
organization. From the local, to regional, to national and global, politics
affects all facets of society and plays a part in the cycles and changes

in geographic organization. Global politics has become a major player
in the daily social life of all of the world'’s citizens as it is constantly
reorganizing communities, regions and nations.

This course will observe and analyse these changes through the actions
of people, power and politics. Together, these add up to an integrated
whole that is not a monolith but a starting point for the discussion

and analysis of the way the world has changed and where it is moving
towards. The course has been designed with options for teachers and
students to explore their own interests as they develop and change;

as you explore the course, we hope that it will help bring together the
many complex facets of the world as it is today.
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Introduction to the Course Companion

This book is designed to accompany and supplement the 1B Diploma
Course in global politics. It will introduce you to meanings of global
politics and its components, focusing on key concepts and issues that
we now encounter on a day-to-day basis. The primary content of

the Companion, like the course, is contemporary. However, humans
have always been travellers, interacting with those near and far, and
integrating peoples and cultures. As a result there has been a constant
transformation of human cultures

Trade routes and commerce have always encouraged social and cultural
interaction, from the beginnings of theatre in Ancient Rome and Athens
to the Victorian merchants who encouraged London theatre that fostered
Shakespeare and Marlowe, and the Japanese Kabuki that thrived in Tokyo
(Edo). Particularly since the fourteenth century onward, the Silk Road,
mostly used for trade from the East to the West and then to Africa and
India (long before the West was exporting to the East), the expansion of
Europe from the Cape of India to the Americas, and the growth of the
media that started with printing and the printing press have all been spurred
on by human travel and trade, their growth accompanied by a growing
specialization of goods among cultures. It was not until the twentieth
century, however, that we encounter “globalization” as we know it today,
and it has touched and changed all humans living on earth.

Change continues to occur on all levels. Can you now imagine life
without a mobile phone, radio, television or headphones? Can you
imagine having to find a telephone on a street corner to make a phone
call? What if did not work (as most did not in New York City, USA, in
the 1970s, for example, when people had physical fights over their use)?

The lives that we live now — whether our home is on the seventy-eighth
floor of a residential tower in Tokyo or a shack protected only by the
pieces of tin gathered by its inhabitants — look very different from the
way that most of our settled communities have lived previously. Even
the tribes that continue to change their settlements, such as the nomadic
Maasai of Kenya, or the simple lifestyles of the few remaining hunting
and gathering groups found in remote parts of the world, are very
different from how the world’s peoples lived in the past.

Thinking and

communication skills

With a partner, discuss how
the world has changed
since you were born.

A Maasai warriors look out over the Laikipia Plateau, Kenya
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TOK

Are there times when we are
morally obliged to act on what
we know?

The Massai journey along roads with SUVs and their cattle are often
hit by high-speed vehicles; the remotest peoples of highland New
Guinea use tools that are made in urban centres and wear clothing
that may come from almost anywhere. Globalization, as you will see
in the following pages, both creates more diversity in some places and
encourages a similarity in daily life in others.

The course assumes that politics is a result of complex social organization
and that it is almost always integrated on multiple levels of geographic
organization. From the local, to regional, to national and global, politics
affects all facets of geographic space and plays a part in the cycles and
changes in geographic organization as change takes place. Global politics
has become a major player in the daily social life of all of the world’s
citizens as it is constantly reorganizing communities, regions and nations.

The current integration of the world’s peoples has often made
understanding peoples on their own terms more difficult, as global
politics is transforming the world around them. Globalization is a
complex subject, requiring us to look beyond the assumptions and
to examine instead the possible meanings behind what we observe.
Globalization has taught us to appreciate diversity and to recognize
that differences are not dangerous and should be celebrated. Most
importantly, studying global politics helps us to find solutions to the
problems of being human in an ever-changing contemporary world.

Many of us in today’s world will be required to travel, conduct business
and participate in the global economy. At the same time, peoples
around the globe are experiencing rapid and extreme changes as whole
communities are forced to migrate to other areas to make a living, to
find necessities (such as water and food), to look for subsistence, or to
avoid dangerous conflicts.

The challenge facing all of us in our world is setting aside our own beliefs
in an effort to understand the beliefs and practices of others. We must
learn to describe, understand and interpret meaning as we approach
contemporary issues such as poverty, racism, and environmental
disasters.

Recent contributions to the study of global politics have broadened

the scope of our studies of human communities. Globalization has
changed the way we produce daily goods; for example, a lot of the basic
production of goods for consumption has shifted from the Eurocentric
countries to the former colonial states. At the same time as the face of
re-industrialization in former colonial states mimics the look of early
industrialization in the capital-intensive countries — a good example

is the role of women in early industrialization in the United States —

the phenomenon of globalization has exposed the populations of the
West to different forms of social organization, bringing in experiences
and visions that went unnoticed during colonial rule. The voices and
cultures of formerly colonialized peoples became a subject for students of
globalization, providing corrections to assumptions about peoples outside
of the dominant West.

As another example, the reaction of indigenous peoples that are now
threatened by the power and authority of outside forces are now
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frequently taking the world stage. From the Zapitistas in Southern
Mexico to the cultures in Indonesia and New Guinea which are
endangered by the economics of globalization, these groups are now
fighting to maintain ways of life that may go back hundreds or even
thousands of years. June Nash (1994) tells us that the role of the
researcher has become more complex and the ethics of study more

of a concern. For professional academic organizations it means that
much thought must be put into how we carry out our work and who
it benefits or potentially harms. All academic organizations have a code
of ethics, the primary tenant of which is to “do no harm”. Likewise,
all colleges, universities and other institutions conducting research are
required to have an Institutional Review Board (IRB), which reviews
research proposals to make sure that the subject, whether animal or
human, is not harmed or put in danger by the research or after the
research is concluded.

The sections in this Companion follow the primary units of the course and
their key concepts and themes. They may or may not be followed in order
according to the teacher’s arrangement of topics. Learning ways to place
yourself within the context of global politics is one of the major objectives
of this book.

Political issues: When we think of politics*

Politics, as most of us have been taught, refers to the actions taken in
the formation and maintenance of the state or other governing entity.
Traditional definitions assume, for example, that there are no politics
without that governing entity, so hunting and gathering (band) groups
do not have internal politics. With state formation, politics play the role
of maintaining the power of the state by the inclusion and exclusion of
peoples and competing formations. The goal of the state is to produce,
as the political philosopher Antonio Gramsci elaborated, hegemony, a
stable agreement between ruling entities and the rest of society. “Political
issues”, given this definition, would be any events or actions that are in
the arena of state power and its maintenance.

The level that this definition works on is that of the state. What is missed
are the actions on the global, international, regional, local or community
level. The “state” definition of politics was accepted by academic
disciplines and assumed as popular knowledge through the Second
World War and particularly through the 1950s, when states consolidated
their power and their influence over less powerful (and particularly less
developed) social formations.

More recently, however, and particularly with the onset of a growing
globalization of industry and development, both “politics” and
“political issues” have taken on a broader and more inclusive meaning.
Given the transformative changes in global social organization that has
taken place during the past 50 years, politics and political issues have
come to have meaning on numerous levels not included in traditional
definitions. Regional conflicts, multinational organizations, an

' This discussion is from the Global politics guide, International Baccalaureate
Organization, 2015
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INTRODUCTION

increase in poverty and violence, indigenous rights and the effects of
climate change, as examples among many, have all come to the world
stage. Politics is now part of our everyday lives as communities and
international bodies compete for labour and resources, and geographic
entities are often confronted with power and influence from outside
their boundaries. Politics is no longer simply a state phenomenon but a
global reality.

For global politics, a political issue is any question of global interaction
that permits, invites and calls for critical examination. Political issues
populate the agendas of politicians and policy-makers; they occupy the
minds of CEOs of global corporations and local social entrepreneurs;
they are discussed in media and over a cup of coffee; they motivate art,
they are deeply grounded in history and culture, and they are a part

of our daily lives. Importantly for the central unifying theme of the
course, political issues reveal how power is distributed and operates in
a social organization and how people think about and engage in their
communities and the wider world on matters that affect their well- or
ill-being, including survival.

Political issues can be found on all levels of global politics. Taking
the example of the political theme of climate change, relating issues
permeate all aspects of politics.

Defining an interesting political issue in the wider real-world
situation they are studying is often an early and key step for students
in making progress towards their understanding of global politics.
This is particularly important in order for you to see the connections
between the key concepts and examples in the core units, to
determine an appropriate reflective focus for the engagement activity
and to select an engaging aspect of the higher level case studies for
oral presentation.

Geographic levels and levels of analysis

In this course, a level refers to a unit of analysis of the inhabited
world. For global politics, levels run from the geographic whole of
the political world to the smallest area under study, and the unit of
analysis is the major entity, or the “what” or “whom” that is being
analysed. The most common levels now found in the study of global
politics are global, international, national, regional, and local, with
the concept of community intersecting all of the levels as discussed
below. In addition, the global systems theorist Immanuel Wallerstein
(1974) also argued that a world system separated the geographic
spaces of the world into “cores”, “peripheries” and “semi-peripheries”,
depending on their roles in the world economy, and, until recently,
these designations were the most commonly found in the analysis of
global politics.

The core economies were the most capital-intensive and powerful
countries, the peripheries were the least capital-intensive countries
and the areas most readily exploited by the core economies by
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the extraction of labour, capital and commodities, and the semi-

peripheral countries represented the developing nations. The problem

with these units of analysis was that they assumed unidirectional
relationships that underplayed the role of the people in

the peripheries and semi-peripheries in shaping the practices of the
core. Many also questioned the sudden emergence of the world
system in Wallerstein’s analysis, arguing that a world system existed
long before the birth of global capitalism in the 1600s, the starting
point of his observation.

The terms defined below are more inclusive and recognize that these
designations are meant to represent interrelations that affect each other
in the world today. While stronger and more capital-intensive regions
may dominate local ones, the local areas also affect the strategies and
functioning of the dominating forces. So, for example, while until
recently the Soviet Union dominated Eastern Europe, the countries
and cultures of Eastern Europe had a strong influence on the economy,
politics and culture of the Soviet Union. The loss of Eastern Europe
from Soviet domination was a major cause for political change in both
regions, just as (former) colonial states influenced the day-to-day
operations of colonial powers.

Below are the terms most commonly used as units of analysis of the
global system. Levels are most easily seen through institutional forms;
global institutions, such as the United Nations or the World Bank,
clearly illustrate the level on which they are functional, just as national
legislatures or city governmental departments portray local levels of
operations. They distinguish among geographic areas but are not discrete
units. There are, however, many issues and questions that are not
institutional in nature and operate on varying levels. Depending on the
question considered or the study conducted, one or more of these terms

TOK

How can we judge whether one
model is better than another?
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will be employed as descriptive mechanisms and key concepts within
the sphere of global politics. The illustrations provided are only examples
among many that could be used for these terms.

Global

In the context of global politics, the term global describes events and trends that
have far-reaching and long-term impact across the globe, cutting geographic
areas. Examples include economic globalization, climate change, appeals to
human rights, water depletion, global governance (the United Nations), and the
organization of corporations.

A The United Nations Climate Change Conference, 2016

National

National refers to the geographic boundaries of a particular state. Topics that
could be studied under this level include (but are not limited to] economic
crisis or economic change, political and legal reforms, changes in governance,
questions of cultural practice (education, languages) and geographic borders.

International

For our purposes, the term international represents events and trends that

have a narrower impact than global events and trends. Nonetheless, they have
implications for several geographic areas, for example, a particular region (see
below], but not only limited to that region. Examples include various international
organizations, Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), multi-national
corporations (MNCs), international law, and international trade, diasporas and
migratory movements.
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Regional

Regional for our discussion refers to
units of analysis that cover specific
geographic areas, such as the Middle
East, Central Asia, Western and
Eastern Europe, sub-Saharan Africa,
South Asia, Asia-Pacific, Latin America,
among others. Topics that could be
studied under this level could

include (butare not limited to) the
European Union, North American Free
Trade Agreement, the Arab League, the
African Union, and movements that
cross geographic boundaries (such as
indigenous claims to land, or the re-
emergence of languages) and ecological
dimensions.

A The logo of the African Union

Local

Local in the context of global politics is the geographic area where social
organization is created and where culture is transmitted from one generation

to the next. Itis always in relation to larger geographic spheres, and it is the
place where cultural practices are defended against outside intrusion. This level
can represent a geographic space as small as a gated community or as large

as a city or region. “Local” is defined by its inhabitants and the practices of its
residents. The incorporation of globalization and its consequences on time,
access to resources and control over labour and social reproduction have altered
the way that social scientists think about the local. In the attempt to integrate
shifts in political influence resulting from global processes, globalization studies
have tended to marginalize the local and its role in determining the course of
globalization and global politics.

_iF
S
A Aidis handed out following a typhoon in the Philippines
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Place

In the context of global politics and its analysis, place is the geographic location
where action occurs. It can be the position of bounded communities, states and
countries where peoples live and reproduce over generations or it may be the
locale of conflict grounded in ethnic rivalry or economic competition. Itis a site
of affiliation and by definition, either positive or negative, of common interests.
Its particular usefulness as a concept for the study of global politics is in the
discussion of boundaries, settled populations, migration and immigration. Place
is often the unit of analysis for peoples fighting for their autonomy against the
demands and power of external forces, and the politics of place is integral to
the discussion of space and the destruction of political, economic and cultural
boundaries.

Space

Space as a unit of analysis in global politics has increasingly become a term of
debate in the analysis of the autonomy of peoples, regions and nations around
the globe. As with “local” and “place”, space is a social construct. Many now
claim that “place” is an outdated term as the concept of space argues against
geography as a unit of analysis in the study of political power and capital
accumulation. The increasing movement of peoples around the globe has also
questioned the importance of place as a key concept in the analysis of global
politics, but it is often forgotten that while global strategies are frequently aimed
at controlling geographic spaces, they may also reinforce the resistance of local
struggles based on the politics of place. What is important to consider, however, is
that both place and space are social constructs and may be integrated according
to the actions and social organization of populations. While unions and multi-
national corporations, as examples, exist over space, their membership and
management is deeply grounded in the politics of place.

The concept of community

The idea of community is one of the most debated concepts in the social
sciences. Until the 1980s, the definition of community had remained
relatively stable as geographically based groups of people with similar
interests, mutual support, cultural traits and transmission that featured
interaction on a face-to-face basis and the intention of reproducing

the community over time. The most commonly held view was that
communities must include not only spatial and ecological dimensions
but institutional and emotional ones, or those aspects of social life
(schools) that transmitted culture from one generation to the next.

In these terms, it is the basis for the analysis of human identity and
solidarity. During the past 25 years, however, processes of globalization
have led social scientists to rethink standard and assumed definitions.
Can we talk of community outside the constraints of territory or,
further, without place? With the introduction of satellite communication
technologies, and the advent of diverse methods of maintaining

interest groups that spread similar interests beyond boundaries and
across physical landscapes, the definition of community has become
intertwined with debates about globalization and the role and place of
peoples within it.



GLOBAL POLITICS COURSE COMPANION

The debates around the concept of community include the role of
migration and diasporas in maintaining and reproducing interest

groups and the spread of technologies such as the Internet that can
keep people with similar interests connected by affiliation rather than
face-to-face interaction. Whether these “communities of taste”, as the
French anthropologist Jane Jacobs has referred to them, have the ability
to reproduce themselves and maintain their interactions over time

has become part of the debate around the definition of community.
Communities have traditionally been viewed as long-term and the
maintenance of community has become one of the rallying cries of
resistance movements fighting intrusion from the outside. By putting the
emphasis on affiliation rather than physical association, space, place and
time become contested. Space in the sense of territory and place; time
in the sense of maintenance, stability and social reproduction. These
“communities of taste” or "taste cultures” are most often driven by the
market and, as such, change often. So then, according to this reasoning,
do communities.

With this broadening and opening-up of the definition of community
in recent years, the question arises about the usefulness of the term for
describing groups of people under specific conditions. There is agreement
among many social scientists that the term remains useful as long as

it is defined under specific circumstances. The creation of short-term
communities over the Internet is not the same as geographically based
communities founded on face-to-face interaction that have existed
over time, many of which are fighting to maintain their existence
under increasingly difficult circumstances as the forces of globalization
encourage and/or force the movements of people around the globe.
The possibilities of redefining or eliminating boundaries in our studies
have raised questions of voice and agency for the people of the world
that are the vessels of global politics and has altered the narratives that
they can provide.

Ultimately, the use of the concept of community as a unit of analysis will
depend on the topic studied. Those who are interested in the creation of
communities by use of the Internet as a vehicle for communication will
be different from those defending their land against outside forces and
the destruction of culture and social organization. Some have advocated
for the elimination of the term as it is too loaded with past definition and
meaning, while others have insisted that the position of “community”

as a vehicle for organization and the defence of culture and social
reproduction still plays an extremely important role in the discussion of
the dynamics of power, globalization and global politics, boundaries, space
and place.

People, power and politics
An introduction to the study of globalization and politics

This Companion has been organized so that each of the sections begins
with the key concepts and themes that will be discussed in the following
pages. Each section brings with it a contemporary example or description
of a set of circumstances, and how others have explored the particular
topic under discussion, either through excerpts from monographs that

13
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Class discussion

What would constitute good
evidence in global politics?

emphasized the topic or examples of discussions and debates that relate
to the topic’s focus. As the tables on pages ix—xiv show, you will find
that all units relate back to the first section which focuses on people,
providing an integration that emphasizes the current experience of
peoples around the globe as it gives us insight into change, both social
and structural. While providing material for discussion, the sections then
conclude with suggestions for further research and reading, including
references that have been used in the section or can be investigated for
further work.

Examples of the study of globalization

Our discussion of globalization has thus far emphasized that this
worldwide interaction of peoples is not a new process. Humans as
traders, travellers, and members of nomadic communities reveals

our condition as social animals; it is the type of globalization under
discussion and the contemporary changes that have occurred that is the
basis of our course and this Companion.

Our knowledge of the presence of global relations in the forms of trade
routes and exchange transactions stretches back as early as 1200 to
1400 AD; definitions of this form of globalization are in the description
of economic relations among and between communities. We also

have records from traveling missionaries, especially Jesuits, who made
detailed and careful notes about the communities they encountered and
in which they worked. They also provided descriptions of daily life and
organization and culture, enabling a whole field of study we now refer
to as ethnohistory. Scholars of ethnohistory such as Eleanor Leacock and
Richard Lee countered many assumptions we made about life before
the market and capitalist society, providing a counter-balance to accepted
lore.

The consistent scholarly study of globalization began in the late
twentieth century, particularly after the Second World War, when
trade and the international division of labour changed on a radical
scale. Karl Polanyi’s The Great Transformation (1944) and Eric Wolf’s
Europe and the People without History (1981), as well as
Immanual Wallerstein’s The Modern World System (1974)
are recognized as seminal works in this discussion, as

is David Harvey’s The Condition of Postmodernity (1991).
Polanyi traces the history of economic evolution and
the division of labour, or how communities assign and
complete labour tasks required for living. The most
significant change, in Polanyi’s view, is the transition
from “production for use”, meaning that people
produced goods for their own and their communities’
use, to “production for exchange”, in which production
was organized so that objects could be produced that
would then be traded with others for goods not found
in the local community. Polanyi takes this distinction in
how the community is organized for production from
Karl Marx, who saw that this change would necessitate a
major reorganization of community life as well as signify

A Savaklar nomadic tribe in Kesis Mountain, Erzincan, Turkey  an evolution of economic trade.
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The colonial period (circa 1800 to
1950+)

While the course is about current events and
circumstances, it often helps to have some
historical background to the events of today. It is
important to remember that the course is based
on contemporary global politics. However, these
notes will provide the background to which
these politics emerged. The colonial period in
world history significantly changed the way that
civilizations were evolving all over the globe.
Most of the colonizers were European, while
the colonized ranged from Latin America and
Africa to the Caribbean and South Pacific. The
colonizers travelled the world looking for free
labour and resources; in many places it was brutal and close to, if not
outright, genocide. Other civilizations experienced a more nuanced and
paternalistic rule, although it was clear who was in power and who was
not. Most of the resources and goods left the colonized country and were
shipped back to the ruling power, while slavery accounted for much free
labour in the more powerful economies such as the United States and
some European countries.

A The colonized and their French colonizers

What'’s important to remember here is that the colonized were
functioning societies with their own cultures, rules and ways of
producing the goods that kept them alive and trading with others.
Colonization put an immediate stop to self-rule and began the
movement from simple to more complex societies.
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Power
Sovereignty
Legitimacy

Interdependence

Learning outcomes
=> Nature of power
=> Operation of state power in global politics

=> Function and impact of international organizations and non-state actors in
global politics

=> Nature and extent of interactions in global politics
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Unit 1 focuses on the dynamics of power, the concept of state
sovereignty, and how international actors cooperate or share the
world stage. Power is manifested, legitimised and contested at various
levels, particularly within and between states; much of this section

is based on our understandings of these “international relations”

and the world we live in, which is increasingly connected at local,
regional and global levels. We will look at the roles of different types
of state and non-state actors, their interactions in global politics, and
their success in achieving their aims and objectives.

The four key concepts of power, sovereignty, legitimacy and
interdependence serve as the focus of this unit, but together also
provide the basis of analysis for the course as a whole. Unit 1 is a
foundation for the other three units, and its content underpins and
substantiates all of the further topics. Unit 1 is, therefore, unique in
the sense that it can be used to interpret or critique the remainder
of the course and it should be returned to as often as required.

The key concepts in this unit revolve around power and how

it is used to maintain the sovereignty and legitimacy of social
organization, and how the world is now interconnected and
interdependent on all levels — local, national and global.
Globalization is not the first time that there has been an integration
of social functioning and the maintenance of social life (as discussed
in the introduction), but it is now the most dominant aspect of our
daily life, and one that cannot be separated from our interaction
and our interdependence with our neighbours, community, country
and world.
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Key questions
1 Howis power expressed in global politics?

2 Onwhat geographic levels does global politics operate?
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A Acollection of international flags in Munich,
Germany
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Can we have beliefs

or knowledge that are
independent of our culture?
Does global politics seek to
discover truths about human
nature, oris it based on
assumptions about human
nature?

The nature of power

Power is a matter of relationships. Power is also situational. It cannot be
viewed as a unitary or independent force but as an aspect of relations
among people. The ability to direct another’s actions or a country’s
economy is always situated within a context that has increasingly become
the subject matter of social inquiry. Power cannot be assumed, but needs
to be explored and studied in order to discover the patterns and bases on
which it operates.

Eric Wolf, one of the most prominent scholars in the study of the concept
of power and its application to social analysis, outlined four types of
power. In his words, “power works differently in interpersonal relations, in
institutional arenas and on the level of whole societies” (1999: 5).

For global politics, it is Wolf’s structural power that is the most useful in
studying the relationships between key concepts and units in this course.
Structural power includes the people, power and politics that feature in
global politics. There are other types of power that also fit into our study.
These include theories of power and types of power, such as military,
social and cultural, unilateral and multilateral, hard and soft, which

all present differing kinds of power relevant to the particular example
under study, and will be discussed throughout this Companion.

Power in context

The past century has been an era of revolutions, genocides and major
wars in almost every part of the globe. Millions have died from violence in
conflicts over religion, ethnicity and colour, and what all of these conflicts
have in common are the adversarial claims over the resources that support
the basic ability to reproduce life. There are many communities that are
today in danger of extinction and many more that are in dire poverty.
Over the past 50 years, the configuration of the world’s resources has
changed dramatically. More than half of the world’s population now lives
on less than US$2.00 per day, and one child (under five) dies every three
seconds from poverty — that is some 60 million between 2000 and 2006.
How did this happen?

When we observe the world today, we notice first the many divisions
based on physical geography, but quickly revealed are also divisions
based on race, ethnicity, religion and the many ways by which people
and communities reproduce themselves and the contexts of their daily
living. These contexts are interwoven with divisions based on nations,
power, politics and claims to authority. Every day the news — available
by radio in even the remotest of villages — tells stories of conflicts and
quests for peace, of battles and genocides and attempts at reconciliation,
of crises and the hopes of peace by the citizens of a globe who are now
all interconnected in ways that we have never been before. There

are no longer isolated peoples, regions or countries, and one region’s



wars over oil are another’s crises over food
and basic resources. The ways in which the
world’s resources are used have become issues
of power and authority. Scientists now predict
that the current conflicts over energy resources
will be dwarfed by future claims over water, as
desertification takes away livable spaces and
famines are initiated by increasing droughts
brought on by industrialization and global
warming. Dams, for example, often affect the
availability of water thousands of miles away,
while pollution is making more of the Earth’s
water unusable for food production.

A number of questions may immediately be
raised:

e How do decisions affecting the global and

local dlstrlbutlon Of resources get made' A Desertification necessitates permanent crop

e How is authority determined? protection in many parts of the world

e Who decides who has the right to build dams or burn forests,
or worse, allow the genocide of an area’s population? TOK

e What is a government, and who decides what it does? C
an a person or group of people

Anthropology tells us that there are many different types of government know what is best for other
and ways of reproducing human social life, and that in the context people?

of human history, government is a relatively recent development.

Egalitarian societies have been a common thread throughout most of

human history, characterized by equality between men and women,

between groups, and among communities. The earliest forms of the

ditferentiation of people is based on age and sex, but even these

divisions do not necessarily mean that there is an inequality between

older and younger or between men and women. These early differences

are task oriented, with older and younger

people performing different aspects of labour to
maintain community life, or they are biologically
necessitated, such as the case with women
bearing children.

So how did we get to this point of ever more
complex forms of social hierarchy, power, and
authority? What is the difference that people
experience in a simple or a complex society?
We have seen in the introduction chapter that
earlier societies are not just societies and cultures
minus some of the characteristics of more
modern ones. They are qualitatively ditferent
from the societies and culture that most of us
live in today, and our experience of daily life
is, by definition, very different from those who
lived hundreds or thousands of years ago. We
are unique, indeed.

A ASomali National Government soldier walks past burning debris
following a suspected suicide bombing
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POWER, SOVEREIGNTY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

States and statehood in the contemporary world

In contemporary society states are the best-known mechanisms of
social control and social integration. Designed to promote and protect
“the will of the people”, they have their own internal dynamics. There
are many and varied kinds of states in the contemporary world, and
not all have been successful. We have many examples of failed states in
our world today - states that can no longer maintain social control over
their populations. A few recent examples include Libya and Somalia, and
there are others that are fast approaching that point. As the New Yorker
reports (2016), Tunisia is the only country to emerge from the Arab
revolutions of 2011 as a functioning democracy. Mexico has become
dangerously close to becoming a failed state with the influx and violence
of drugs and cartels, as has Colombia and other countries of that region
for the same reason.

Many claim that the term “states” has become outdated as boundaries are
no longer legitimate, and the sovereignty of states has been questioned by
trade agreements and large multi-national corporations. Also, the porous
nature of many states with the immigration and migration of millions of
people around the globe questions the stability of territory as it has been
traditionally defined.

A 9 March 2011: Rebel soldiers fighting against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi fire a Katyusha
rocket near Ras Lanuf, Libya

Other types of power

Beyond those discussed above, other descriptions and reference to power
have come into play as analysts try to understand the nature of power
and its sources. Joseph Nye, for example, in his book, Bound to Lead: The
Changing Nature of American Power (1990), uses the terms “hard” and
“soft” power as descriptors of kinds of interventions that are designed

to bring about the desired change, whether coming from the outside

or within a geographic level. As their names suggest, “hard” power
refers to the use of force and threats of force to influence the decision-
making of those in charge; “soft” power lies more in the realm of



1.1: POWER

negotiation, promises of aid, cooperation and other non-military means
of influencing change. Recently, the descriptor of “smart” power has
been added to this matrix, and although there is debate about its first use
and who used it, there seems to be some consensus that it came from
speeches made by Hillary Clinton as she ran for President in the 2016
election in the USA. “Smart” refers to the combination of hard and soft
power, the ability to use both when called for, or one or the other when
necessary.

Other kinds of power used in this Companion include military power,
economic power, political power, social power, individual versus
collective power, and universal versus multilateral power. It is important
to remember that these are descriptors, not analyses, and that the type
of power described must be part of a larger discussion and analysis of
power and its uses. For example, Wolf’s structural power refers to social
conditions and the use of labour to maintain social realms. Soft power is
a descriptor for a kind of approach to the use of power, and needs to be
connected to the analysis of particular situations and the strategies that
are being employed.

Violence and structural violence

What is violence? As citizens, we customarily assume a commonplace
definition that encompasses physical acts among individuals, groups or
nations. However, there are subtler and less obvious forms of violence
that are inherent in the diverse forms of inequality and unequal access
to social resources. In today’s world, violence is inherently integrated
into the larger process of political economy and social life. Derived
from liberation theologians, structural violence is the situated place
characterized by social inequality that is exerted systematically — “that
is, indirectly — by everyone who belongs to a certain social order... The
concept of structural violence is intended to inform the study of the
social machinery of oppression” (Farmer, 2004).

Along with that violence and oppression, however, is the need to
integrate the power that generates and maintains structural violence, and
by which society is kept operationally functional. States often employ
structural violence through laws and other mechanisms that would make
it seem that the cause of this kind of violence occurs naturally. If poverty
is a major problem, then, the reason for it becomes one of individual
failure rather than problems with the system. The state thus protects itself
from becoming the object of blame for the unequal access to resources
that often causes the violence of poverty and the silence of those in
poverty.

Social scientists have been interested in structural violence as part of a
study of power to analyse events associated with globalization, and that
includes an analysis and reconstruction of events around the world,

on scales that vary from the household to regional and continental
organization. One of the more insidious characteristics of structural
violence, as Farmer points out, is the erasure of history and the
machinery of suffering, and how suffering and poverty generate violence
(Farmer, 2004).

Research skills

Research the first use of
the term “smart power”
and why it was introduced.

Class discussion

What is violence? Discuss your
individual interpretations of the
term.
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1.2 The nation state, power and modes of social control

The nation state, the result of a complex division of labour and exchange
relationships, is a political and territorial entity. “Nation” implies

that there is a common ethnicity and cultural characteristics, such as
language, while “state” most often refers to the sovereign nature of

the area in which a state has been formed. While we know that state
formations are the result of stratified socio-economic classes that have
developed formal legal authority backed by force, it is less clear when a
state becomes a nation state, or whether the nation can exist before state
formation takes place. Nationalism has historically been a mechanism by
which peoples are united under common characteristics with a sense of
identity, generally backed by a government that defines a state. Whether
nations existed before a state is formed is a research question, and many
theories exist on both sides of the issue.

States are classified as sovereign if they are independent entities not
controlled by other territories or entities. They are political entities
governed by a single form of government. People living within a sovereign
state are subject to the rules, laws and duties as citizens of the state

entity. Here we also have to consider internal sovereignty, for in order

for sovereignty to exist, there has to be an agreement within the nation’s
population that the state is legitimate and the holders of the will of the
people. Here is where sovereignty can become very complicated, for

while the nation’s leaders may assert to others around the globe that the
sovereignty of the nation is stable and real, those inside that nation may
not agree with their leaders, and conflict within the state can be a problem
for the wishes of its leaders, elected or not.

During the French Revolution less than
50 per cent of the population spoke
French, and even fewer spoke it well.
Here is an example where the state
clearly did come before the nation.
The French Revolution solidified the
role of the state as a generator of
common identity, creating policies
and mandates that united the “French
People” under a dominant language,
culture, and territory.
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Nations and states have goals to unite people under a single rubric of
political rule. The Italian philosopher Antonio Gramsci (2011), in his
Prison Notebooks, coined the term hegemony: the goal of harmony through
the agreement of the peoples under state control. However, this is not
always possible, and he states that when the creation of hegemony
becomes impossible, then the state often uses force. The elites that are
the beneficiaries of state unity generate their own ideologies to justity
their positions as managers and leaders, as well as rally the population
for war when it is to the advantage of state organization or when the
state is threatened by internal or external forces. They are also the
generators of what is now often referred to as structural violence, or the
institutional mechanisms by which people are discriminated against or
oppressed because of their particular ethnicity, race or gender. The object
of the managers of a state is to provide legitimacy for its existence that
incorporates its peoples and resources. Other definitions of states represent
the political realities of the area and its history. The present circumstances
that are transforming areas, territories, legitimacy and social control are
transforming past circumstances with the realities of the rapidly changing
world system.

At the start of the twentieth century, there were approximately 50
acknowledged states (Crawford, 2007: 3). Crawford tells us that before
the Second World War there were approximately 75. He continues:

The emergence of so many new States represents one of the major political
developments of the twentieth century. It has changed the character of
international law and the practice of international organizations. It has been
one of the most important sources of international conflict (2007: 3).

The most common forms of states are unitary states, federal states,
confederations, democratic states, militarized states, fragile/failed states
and rising states. The differences between these types of states are
predominately political: unitary states, for example, are organized by

a centralized power that incorporates various territories and resources
central to its functioning; confederations are unions of countries and
territories with a centralized authority; militarized states are groups of
territories organized for military action, and so on.

In the contemporary world, types of states are changing often, with
confederations coming together to defend territorial resources. There

is an evolving nature of state sovereignty that is militated by stronger
states and, importantly, multi-national corporations. These states

must continually justify their legitimacy with the people under their
governance. It is not unusual in the contemporary world to witness
changes of governments, wars between states that were formerly

close allies, and changing allegiances among governments and other
non-governmental entities. Some of these changes are influenced by
international law, challenges to the Westphalian conception of state
sovereignty, or the ultimate power of the central administration. There
has been much debate about the possibility of this sort of state, given the
interactions of trade and challenges to centralized law, such as supra-
nationality, humanitarian intervention, indigenous rights, and social
movements. It is better conceptualized as an ideal that never quite comes
into full completion as competing stakeholders keep the politics of states
in motion.

TOK

To what extent do the language
and concepts we use shape

or determine, rather than just
describe, the world?

Research skills

Research the Westphalian
concept of state. With a
partner, discuss whether
this a model that most
countries follow today.
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A Antonio Gramsci, 1891—-1937, wrote widely
on philosophy, politics and linguistics;
he was also a founding member of the
Communist Party of Italy
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Social order, ideology and power

In order for power to be sustained, it must be justified, either by
convincing people that existing forms of power are justified and

good, or by force — whether that be the blocking and prevention of
resistance against the existing forms of power or by all-out warfare.
This justification of relationships of power is accomplished through the
application of ideology, or “ideas in the service of power”.

Wolf distinguishes between ideas and ideology, for, as he notes,

the term “ideas” is intended to cover the entire range of mental constructs
rendered manifest in public representations, populating all human
domains... “ideology” needs to be used more restrictively, in that “ideologies”
suggest unified schemes or configurations developed to underwrite or manifest
power. (1999: 4)

In simple terms, ideology means a way of thinking about a situation, a
context, or the world. When we are told, for example, that the pursuit
of life, liberty and happiness is best brought about by supporting the
policies of a current administration (whether that be national, local

or institutional), we are being presented with an ideology that hopes

to direct our thinking and our action. The goal of ideology, according
to Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937), the Italian political theorist and
resistance leader who fought the Fascist government of Mussolini,

is to create a peaceful state of social stasis through hegemony, where

the dominating world-view is integrated throughout society as a
whole. The object of hegemony is to convince all within a society that
the government is working towards their best interests, and this is
accomplished in a number of ways, including education, the Church,
military ideology, the penal system (Foucault, 1975) and the control over
media and everyday cultural life. Where hegemony cannot be achieved
through the incorporation or co-optation of competing ideologies, force
is used, as we can see from the brutal actions of Mussolini in the 1930s.
Gramsci, prolific in his writing, died in 1937 as a political prisoner,
having been in prison since 1926. The point that Gramsci made clear was
that ideologies represent powerful agendas, providing a “social cement”
(Therborn, 1980: 4).

The sophistication of an ideology, then, is found in its ability to construct
a convincing logic that includes the reservations and resistance of its
critics, thereby creating the lack of conflict that leads to hegemony.
When force becomes necessary the actual seizure may only be
momentary; it is an act that is necessary to gain power and domination.
In other words, to exercise power, there must be mechanisms in place to
keep it going, to keep social tensions from tearing the domination apart.
The successful implementation of hegemony creates a “common sense”
that all understand and share, it becomes an integral part of the culture.
It is this “common sense” in a community that we look for to understand
the mechanisms by which the interplay between power and its exercise
takes place (Kirsch, 2001: 43).




1.3 Non-state actors

Along with the authority of nations and states, non-state actors, from
the United Nations to smaller organizations, are playing a larger role
on the world stage. We can refer to these types of actors as civil society,
or the portion of society that acts as an alternative to coercive state
power. In simple terms, non-state actors are those that operate outside
the sphere of governmental control. Unit 3 has many good examples

of non-state actors and their contributions to social movements and to
politics. Some good examples of these types of actors are Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty International, the United Way and academic discipline
associations such as the American Anthropological Association. These
organizations often take positions on the debates around the local,
regional, international and global actions and policies of the day, and
are often more useful in the struggle to change long-held positions than
states themselves.

Another type of non-state actor that has gained much attention

are the interrelated state organizations or IGOs (intergovernmental
organizations), the most prominent being the United Nations. We

will refer more to the United Nations below, and Unit 2 also uses the
United Nations as a focal point for the discussion of human rights.
Other IGOs that have gained prominence are the trade unions that
exist on almost every continent, such as the African Union, and more
government-related organizations such as the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. The Union of International Organizations
(UI0) lists 68,000 international organizations, adding somewhere in
the area of 1,200 per year. Not all of these organizations are active (the
UIO estimates that about half are active and half are not), and these
include both NGOs and IGOs. Other prominent organizations that play
a large role in global politics are multi-national (sometimes referred

to as transnational) corporations (MNCs), such as General Electric,
Westinghouse, BP, Exxon Mobil and, more recently, Facebook and
Twitter. As these companies operate in many different countries and
interact with their governments, they can exert strong influences on
every level of global politics. The Economist reported that in 2012, for
example, General Electric held more assets than any other financial firm
in the world (10 June 2012). As they report:

Of the 100 companies with the most foreign assets, 17 hold over 90% of their
assets abroad, including ArcelorMittal, Nestlé, Anheuser-Busch InBev and
Vodafone. Their share of foreign sales is also substantially larger than GE's.
More than half of GE’s 300,000-strong workforce is based outside America;
Toyota, which has slightly more employees, only has 38 % of its 326,000
workers abroad. (2012; accessed 16 June 2016)

These new realities, created in the midst of globalization, have their
clearest effect on the local level. This is demonstrated by empty streets
where stores and factories used to be, abandoned houses that people
have forsaken in their quest to find work in other areas where, they

Research skills

Pick one of the NGOs
(non-governmental
organizations) mentioned
here. Research two ways in
which the organization has
influenced international
relations in recent years.

A The logo of the African Union

A The logo of General Electric
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hope, production has not yet moved outside the country, a drastic dip
in the population that affects the ability of families to maintain ties

as generations split apart in the movement of peoples, and the rise

of poverty generated by a lack of jobs and the entitlements such as
healthcare and retirement benefits that jobs provide.

For example, in Kirsch’s 1988 ethnography, In the Wake of the Giant, he
shows how a healthy, family-dominated town in the north-east of the
United States became torn apart as parts of its major employer, General
Electric, went overseas or closed down. Pittsfield, Massachusetts, USA,
where this ethnography was carried out, was part of a deindustrialization
that blanketed much of the north-east and Midwest of the United States
in the 1970s and 1980s, splitting generations as younger members of
the community moved away in search of work, and creating crises as
sources of pollution from the General Electric plant resulted in health
crises that the company would not take responsibility for. The irony

in this particular case is that the head of General Electric at that time,
Jack Welsh, was born and raised in Pittsfield, and his direct orders to
close down most of the plant not only destroyed the strong ties between
corporation and community that has existed for the previous 100 years,
but left a community that had, for the most part, been designed and run
by the corporation so they lacked the knowledge of how to organize
themselves or attract other industry when General Electric fled the
scene.

Also operating on global levels are large media corporations, 96 per

cent of which are owned by four multi-national companies. Social
movements and resistance movements are now more visible on an
international scale, sometimes as a result of Internet access or because of
actions by organizations such as Amnesty International. The legitimacy
and sometimes even the survival of states are tied into these multi-
national organizations and forums, as the following units will show.

The United Nations

The United Nations and its members and activities are referenced
throughout the course and throughout this Companion. It is an
organization of interrelated states that was created shortly after the
Second World War as a way to generate cooperation among the world’s
states and, some would argue, as a direct reaction to the horrors of the
Holocaust (more of this will be discussed in the next unit on human
rights). Before the United Nations there was the League of Nations,
established after the First World War by the Treaty of Versailles. It was,
like the United Nations, created to maintain peace and security among
nations, but was designated a failure when the Second World War
started.

The term “United Nations” was coined by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942.
The United Nations emerged as a pledge by 26 nations to band together
and prevent major conflicts, especially with what were called the “Axis
Powers”, which consisted of Germany, Italy and Japan. They were
joined by 24 other countries directly after the Second World War ended,
meeting in San Francisco to draft the UN Charter, which was initially
signed by 51 countries. The remaining assets of the League of Nations



1.3: NON-STATE ACTORS

were turned over to the United
Nations, as the League formally
dissolved.

Today, most of the countries

of the world are members of

the United Nations, and its
organization is a monolith that
reaches out in all directions,
touching almost every citizen on
the planet. With agencies and
research organizations as part of

its outreach, the United Nations
holds a potential power that no
individual country could possibly
assemble. Its major constituent
parts are the General Assembly,
the Security Council, the Economic
and Social Council, the Trusteeship
Coundil, the International Court

of Justice, and the Secretariat.

Its 193 member countries agree

in principle to abide by the UN
Charter and to obey the rulings of the Security Council, which often
deals with major conflicts and disasters around the world. As an
intergovernmental organization it provides universal ideals for nations
to follow, sometimes intervening in conflicts. The range of its power is a
subject of ongoing debate, as are the constitution of the Security Council
and the prosecution of individuals and nations through the International
Criminal Court.

A The Security Council chamber at the UN headquarters in New York

The essence of the debates about the United Nations centre on its ability
to challenge the sovereignty of the nation state, and if any of its treaties
and covenants are enforceable at all. There have been many objections
to the rule of the Security Council and its effect on smaller and less-
developed nations. A developed, industrialized country has never been
brought before the International Criminal Court, and in particular the
United States, Russia, China, India and Israel, as members of the Security
Council, are almost never challenged on their actions in their own
countries or globally. Interestingly, these countries are often the major
nations that do not sign agreements on issues such as the environment,
the abuse of women and children, and human rights.

Many, then, bring into question the place of the United Nations in

world politics and as an example of good global governance. The next
unit on human rights discusses these issues in more detail as Franklin

D. Roosevelt’s wife, Eleanor, initiated and founded the commission that
drew up the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The debates around
this declaration and the inability to enforce human right precepts are
ongoing problems that attract attention from every part of the globe.
Importantly, the United Nations operates by assembling nations together,
while the daily realities of local and global politics takes place on levels
far below the chambers of the United Nations in New York.

2¢
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1.4 Communities

Class discussion

Has the Internet created
equality among citizens?

In the introduction the community was defined as a geographic level on
which we work and analyse the global arena. Both NGOs and IGOs are
most active on community — or, perhaps more precisely, local — levels.
However, given the influence of outside forces such as IGOs, MNCs and
the United Nations, the viability of communities has come into question.
The existence and definition of communities have become increasingly
a subject of debate in the academic and the public sectors, and a further
discussion of its present use and the surrounding debates can be helpful
in defining our basic units of study.

The basic question is whether we can define communities outside the
constraints of territory, or taken a step further, without place. Those
promoting the primacy of cyberspace would seem to suggest that the
community in space and time has become a relic of the past. The often
referenced “virtual community” assumes something post-community,
or at least a reformulation of community. Andrew Sullivan, in a story
for the New York Times Magazine (2000, Section 6: 30-34), makes a claim
that the Internet has generated an equality among citizens that Marx
could have only dreamed of. If we are to accept his premise, “virtual
communities” promise eqalitarian interaction, requiring only a computer
and a modem. What is forgotten, of course, is who has access to a
computer and a modem and who does not.

Cyberspace communities are based on technology, and in the words of
Gillespie and Robins (1989),

In considering the extent to which the new communications technologies
challenge or reinforce existing monopolies of information, and the associated
spatial hierarchies and interdependencies, we need to ascertain in whose
interests they are developed and whose interests they serve. (1989: 11)

They conclude that the

“distance-shrinking” characteristics of the new communications technologies,
far from overcoming and rendering insignificant the geographic expressions of
centralized economic and political power, in fact constitute new and enhanced
forms of inequality and uneven development. (1989: 7)

The new definitions of community emphasize space over physical place
and are more pronounced in the capital-intensive countries, in which
the role of technology has been more decisive in everyday life. Even
within these countries, however, in Bourdieu’s (1982) terms, the effect
has been uneven, as those with the resources to access and to own
technology have been more willing to redefine themselves as novel and
distinct from those who are forced to rely on more traditional means of
communication and identification.

The Internet /as proved to be an enormous asset to those, with certain
means, who are isolated and unable to communicate freely with their
would-be peers. What has occurred with the rise of the Internet and
other communications technologies is the ease at which, for some
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populations, communication over space is possible. However, while

the ability to express one’s thoughts and feelings in novel modes of
communication has helped some to reinforce self-identification, it can
also contribute to an isolation that potentially works against the same
process of self-discovery that the Internet engenders. The validation
that the Internet provides exists in isolation from the physical, and the
body, in postmodern terms, becomes an abstraction that is secondary
to the working of the imaginary. Composed of text, cyberspace acts as a
particularly relevant example of the primacy of space over place, where
reality is inferior to perception (Mihalache, 2000).

What can we say about the state of our communities, then, as we have
traditionally known them, and what is the outlook for their continued
survival? We have noted that the need for the community as a basis
for socializing the next generation has diminished. Nevertheless, from
independence movements in less capital-intensive countries to the
resurgence of cultural identities, communities have continued to assert
group identification and affiliation. There are no shortages of examples
of geographic communities that have acted as sites of resistance against
oppression, and of community revolts that have broadened into

larger revolutions. How do we reconcile the lessons of history with

the realities of change that are represented in “the problem of place”?
David Harvey argues:

... We cannot go back... we cannot reject the world of sociality which has
been achieved by the interlinking of all peoples into a global economy... we
should somehow build upon this achievement and seek to transform it into an
unalienated experience. The network of places constructed through the logic
of capitalist development, for example, has to be transformed and used for
progressive purposes rather than be rejected or destroyed. (1993: 13)

Should this position be uncritically accepted? Is increasing globalization
inevitable? Even if we accept the premise that we cannot resist
globalization, how this understanding and call for action is put into use
remains an open question, tied to our understanding of place and space.
Citing Young, Harvey further posits:

The “desire for unity or wholeness in discourse’... 'generates borders,
dichotomies and exclusions’. In political theory, furthermore, the concept

of community ‘often implies a denial of time and space distancing’ and an
insistence on ‘face-to-face interaction among members within a plurality of
contexts’. Yet there are ‘no conceptual grounds for considering face-to-face
relations more pure, authentic social relations than relations mediated across
time and distance.” (1993: 15)

However, the extreme cases where communities are presented as
being exclusionary and, by implication, promoting discriminatory
practices (and, in the worst cases, atrocities), run the risk of “blaming
the victim”. We cannot ignore the enormous pressures to which
communities have been subjected in a period of rapid globalization.
The conflict between and among communities has often led to a tragic
outcome. Other consequences have been the loss of livelihood, the
alienation of community members from each other, and the loss of a
sense of being. Further, the “new communities” of virtual reality and
other forms of communication over networked space often exclude

Class discussion

Is increasing globalization
inevitable?

TOK

How can we decide between the
opinions of experts when they
disagree with one another?

Are there different amounts of
disagreement in the different
areas of knowledge? In what
ways might disagreement be
helpful to the production of
knowledge?
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the very people who are most subject to the purposeful fragmentation
created by a growing capitalist market: those without the resources

to have access to electronic communication networks. Populations
without resources, and particularly those exploited in less capital-
intensive countries, are hardly able to participate in these new forms of
community definition.

Unsurprisingly, the argument concerning exclusion is the same that has
been used against “identity politics”. This argument envisions “all human
beings with universal human rights” as Duberman (2001) explains the
complaint. The logic ignores the fact that communities and identities are
being challenged rather than legitimated, dissolving the common bases
for resistance with other attacked minorities and communities, the bases
for building bridges (Kirsch, 2000).

There is a difference between communities of exclusion, often generated
by conflict from the outside, and communities as centres of cultural
transmission and inclusion. While not all relations may be alienating, the
very changes in time and space to which Harvey refers have often come
as a reaction to community resistance to domination that causes the
"alienation, bureaucratization and degradation” experienced by many
around the world. When the basis for this identification is destroyed and
the individual is left on his or her own, alienation results. As Maria Dalla
Costa (1996: 113) tells us,

It is significant that, according to Italian Press reports in 1993-94, many
cases of suicide in Italy are due to unemployment or to the fact that the only
work available is to join a criminal gang. While, in India, the ‘tribal people’
in the Narmada valley have declared a readiness to die by drowning if work
continues on a dam which will destroy their habitat and, hence, the basis of
their survival and cultural identity.

Suicide, of course, is not the only way out. Violence is often a part of
the threat to communities, precipitated by a perceived need to maintain
a past, even if idealized. Young’s complaints about the attributes

of communities are most often during the processes of community
destruction, as can be witnessed by the many recent examples in Europe
and Africa. Stable communities have no reason to exclude individuals or
to promote genocide.

From community to affiliation

The fact that geographic communities feed into wider networks of social
interaction is a staple of social analysis. Society comprises communities
and the individuals within them. As we have noted, the real change in
the definitions of community has come in the conceptualizations of time
and space. Communities as physical entities have been metamorphosed
into the “communities of taste” or “taste cultures” to which Jane Jacobs
refers (in Harvey 1990: 67). These “taste cultures” are driven by the
market, and as such, change often. So then, according to this reasoning,
do communities. What we are left with is a definition of community
that is truly driven by the forces of the market, and thus by the needs of
capital accumulation.
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The space-time compression discussed earlier is reflected in our
networks. According to Manual Castells, a Spanish sociologist,

new information technologies are “integrating the world in global
networks of instrumentality,” in what he calls “a vast array of virtual
communities“(2000: 21-22). At the same time, as Castells reminds us,
there has been an increasingly anxious search for identity, meaning
and spirituality. “... why,” Castells asks, “do we observe the opposite
trend throughout the world, namely, the increasing distance between
globalization and identity, between the Net and the self?” (2000: 22).
The use of the Internet can increase feelings of loneliness, alienation
and depression, as substantial studies have concluded (Wolton, 1998, in
Castells, 1997: 387).

As an example, Castells cites the psychoanalyst Raymond Barglow,
who reports that his patients are having dreams about their heads
being programmed by a computer, to illuminate the paradox that has
developed in a society where the self seems lost to itself, isolated and
alone (2000: 23).

Our networked society is both a result and a cause of an alienation and
aloneness that has pervaded our lives. It has also created a desire for
connectedness and affiliation. Although many argue that the Internet
has created new communities, the loss of the physical self and physical
interactions in these interchanges is real. Even though it can be argued,
as Wellman does (Wellman, 1997, Wellman and Wortley, 1990), that
virtual communities need not be opposed to physical communities,

the increasing dependence of communication by online interaction
fosters a sense of the unreal that is very much a part of our daily lives
in the twenty-first century, and is reflected in the theory building that is
popular in academic circles today.

A Anti-globalization protests in Seattle, USA
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Do you agree with Castells’
description of virtual
communities?
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As Castells concludes,

So in the end, are virtual communities real communities? Yes and no. They
are communities, but not physical ones, and they do not follow the same
patterns of communication and interaction as physical communities. But

they are not “unreal,” they work in a different plane of reality. They are
interpersonal social networks, most of them based on weak ties, highly
diversified and specialized, still able to generate reciprocity and support by the
dynamics of sustained interaction. (1997: 389)

The question remains, of course, of what is represented in this “sustained
interaction“? How long does it last? As we see from the protests in
Seattle and Washington and from the Zapitistas in Mexico, the use of the
Internet can further communication and “communities”of resistance.

In these cases, as in most cases of Internet-based communities,

their sustainability is limited to the subject at hand: they are not

easily maintained or reproduced. They weaken or disappear quickly,
sometimes reappearing in different forms or not at all.

Communities and agency

Still, if we acknowledge that communities have been and continue to be
the primary sites of resistance to outside domination, then the call for
internationalist politics need not contradict this fact. It is not necessary
to relegate geographic communities to the past in order to agree that a
global system does exist and has transformed social life. As Harvey tells
us, the building of new communities though the mechanisms of cultural
politics — from the building of Shaker communities to the takeover of the
Castro district in San Francisco by a gay community — is still common
practice. Thus, he would prefer to see “the differences as oppositions
inherent in the condition of both modernity and postmodernity rather
than as irreconcilable contradictions...” (1993: 15).

There remains in Harvey’s writing, nonetheless, a tension between
communities as place-bound, old or new, and other forces, particularly
capital, that are not contained by space. For, in his words,

Oppositional movements are generally better at organizing in and dominating
space than they are at commanding space. The ‘otherness’ and ‘regional
resistances’ that postmodern politics emphasize can flourish in a particular
place. But they are easily dominated by the power of capital to co-ordinate
accumulation across universal fragmented space. Place-bound politics appeals
even though such a politics is doomed to failure. (Harvey 1993: 24)

Inherent in this “rule”, as Harvey regards it, is the opposition between
space and place. Communities operate within place, capital among
fragmented space. Resistance to the oppressing forces of capital, then,
is doomed because of the free-floating ability of capital to override

the constraints of place. The conclusion is therefore a pessimistic
evaluation of the possibilities of place-bound politics. But Saskia
Sassen (1998), for one, has shown the investment of corporations in
the telecommunications infrastructure of global cities is an example of
the continued importance of place within the global system and the
possibilities that it engenders for collective action. More disturbingly,
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in putting forth the argument that space dominates place and that the
new politics of space is a result of that defeat, there is an assumption
that opposition to outside rule has been defeated, and with it, the
possibilities for community and class politics (Harvey, 1993: 27). For our
present purposes, we know many examples of place-bound resistance.
Indeed, the form that place-bound politics takes is not pre-ordained,

or necessarily structural. It may be mediated by the possibilities of
leadership or by the defeat of attempts to assert place over spatial
dominance. Unions, for example, exist over space. Their membership
is, however, deeply grounded in the politics of place. If, as Harvey
reminds us, place and space are social constructs, then there is reason
to be optimistic about the integration of place and space, and the role of
communities within that framework.

The (new] civil society

The concept of civil society developed as a way of describing the
transition from the feudal household economy to public commodity-
based exchange relations, dating back to the early thirteenth century.
Civil society came into being as an alternative to the modern coercive
State that developed after the fall of feudal relations (that is, the
French Revolution). While the State did assume control over the
exchange of goods, by the 1800s, the “bourgeois public sphere”, as
the philosopher Jiirgen Habermas (1991: 74) called it, was largely
autonomous, separated from the government. Habermas’ argument is
that during the period of the development of the public sphere, direct
control over production was taken out of the hands of the dominating
authorities and placed within the public sphere, while the role of the
state was to regulate and to administer social controls. It is only when
the state interfered with the system of trade, during the latter part of
the nineteenth century that we see the destruction of the separation
between state and society. Society becomes a state function, and the
state assumes public control (to learn more about this change, see
Habermas, 1991: 142).

The new civil society takes from its older form the separation of State from
the public sphere — and by extension its constituent communities — and
the struggles to assert agency in societal organization. It was reintroduced
both in academic circles and popular culture during the 1980s to explain
the phenomenon of independent organizations and affiliations that
challenged the mechanisms of the multi-national corporations and the
state in controlling public debate and action. Once again, the idea of

civil society began to take on a meaning that separated independent
forms of communication and organization from institutional structures.
The circumstances that have brought civil society back are the same

that have caused the differing definition of communities: the increasing
fragmentation of society that includes the attempted weakening of
geographic social groupings, including the influence of states on the global
field. In short, as Jeffery Goldfarb has put it, civil society represents the
“use of an old concept for new times“(1998: 91).

For Goldfarb, the “new times” are the events in Eastern Europe that
have reshaped the face of politics in the former Soviet bloc. Stemming
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from opposition to the existent Party-states, new avenues were created
to express opposition to state mechanisms of control. Spontaneous
protests, newspapers, newsletters, and clandestine radio and TV
broadcasts all made demands for a more “humanistic” socialism. They
were initiated by intellectuals and other individuals who saw themselves
as a loyal opposition to the ruling regimes. Their efforts initially failed,
particularly in the late 1950s and 1960s, to gain the reforms they sought,
and they were sometimes brutally repressed by the ruling parties, which
led to a blossoming of social movements that sought a stable public
sphere independent of institutional governance. What evolved, says
Goldfarb, was “an extensive alternative cultural system... an alternative
system of public life, a free public life” (1998: 88).

Solidarity, as an example, began as a reform-orientated trade union
organization that did not challenge institutional control. Lech Watesa
declined to declare the labour movement a political organization and
upheld the organizational base of the Communist Party. “He seemed

not to be interested in the state at all,” writes Goldfarb. “The image he
used was one of the opposition: of society versus the authorities, where
the end of social agitation was for society to be left alone, at least a little
more than it had been” (Goldfarb, 1998: 88). Adam Michnik, like Watesa
before him, used the image of society versus the state in his widely cited
“A New Evolutionism”. What followed was a notion of civil society

that presented an alternative to established political norms of social
control. The dissidents of Eastern Europe were clear about the diversity
that was a component of civil society, the link among social classes and
lifestyles across space that comprised a social force in opposition to ruling
organization.

It is important to point out, as Goldfarb does, that not all of these
developments proved positive. Manipulated xenophobia, as Goldfarb

EMBAIXACA DOS
ESTADQS UMIDOS DA AMZRICA
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A Members of the Landless Workers’ Movement throw corn towards the gates of the US
embassy in Brazil, in protest against the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
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calls it, is very much a part of the political landscape (1998: 98). The
nationalist response garnered in Eastern Europe has been a very real
social alternative to the civil society model. But like civil society, these are
integrated parts of the same struggle. Civil society depends on the actions
of affiliation across space to counter state domination of the public sphere.
Xenophobic nationalism is one negative response to that challenge.

The movements of Eastern Europe have provided a new life for the idea
of civil society that has now taken on wider meaning in academic and
popular circles. Gellner (1994), in a more general definition, describes

it as the place where free associational activity dominates, limiting the
possibility of complete state domination. Cohen and Arato add opposition
to the dominance of corporate and market entities (Goldfarb, 1998, 84).
Similarly, Walzer (1991) delineates civil society as “the space of uncoerced
human association and also the set of relational networks — formed for
the sake of family, faith, interest, and ideology — that fill this space” (1991:
293). Thus, we are now witnessing the use of the term, in particular, for
the widespread growth of indigenous movements around the world, from
Christian assertions of identity recognition in Japan and the reassertion

of the Welsh language in Great Britain to the Zapitistas in Mexico, Mayas
in Guatemala, Brazil’s Landless Workers” Movement, Cherokee culture in
the United States and the ethnic movements of the Philippines. In all of
these developments exists the common cause of autonomy from outside
control. For here what drives the maintenance of resistance is the pursuit
of community stability.

These accounts are important for our discussion of communities

and their continued role in establishing place as an important site of
affiliation. Much of the rush to redefine communities is driven by the
need to account for the events and social change on a global scale that,
on the surface at least, transcend geographic communities. Without
engaging arguments around the role of public opinion and the ideologies
of power, addressing publics as an analytic tool can clarify the “taste
cultures”, “abstract communities”, and interest groups that are now
often defined as communities. The public, as we have discussed, is
separate from the institutional structures of power and the coercive
ideologies that they represent.

This unit has focused on the many realms of power and governance
that exist in global politics today. It is by no means a complete
reference manual to what exists in global politics and its rapidly
changing circumstances. What is here is a guide for discussions

and chances to relate the concepts of global politics to real-world
environments. The importance of Unit 1 lies in its discussions and
references to power, sovereignty, legitimacy and interdependence that
influence the subject of global politics. Each of the following units
will have their own focuses and ties to the global environment, but
ultimately they all refer back to the basic key concepts that are the
subject of this unit.

Research and self-

management skills

For more discussion on

the role of public opinion
on the ideologies of

power see Behabib, 1992;
Devine, 1992; Fraser, 1992;
Lippmann, 1995; Wright,
1993; Speier, 1995.
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1.5 Exam-style questions

1 Discuss the claim that power in global politics is mostly exercised through the

use of force and threats.

Examiner hints

Responses are likely to include a definition of the concept
of power; such as the ability to make someone do
something — often, but not always, by the use of force or
threats — or face consequences; or the ability to achieve

a desired outcome through the use of other means, which
could involve the use of both coercive (force and threats)
and co-optive mechanisms.

Responses may make reference to ideas such as
distinctions drawn between hard and soft power.
Candidates may also refer to the concept of smart power
which in effect combines elements of both hard (coercion
and payment) and soft power (persuasion and attraction),
sometimes making it difficult to distinguish where
coercion starts and ends. Candidates could also highlight
the fact that the concept of power is central, yet remains
elusive in nature. Better answers may be able to weave
relevant theories on power into the arguments.

Arguments for the claim may include:

e the centrality of military and economic power is
still accepted by realist thinkers who argue that the
possession of superior capabilities is more likely to
resultin successful outcomes for states

e states aspiring to be more powerful still seek to
expand their military capabilities; wealth and
economic prosperity — seen as key pre-requisites for
building status
and power

e the states that exert the most influence globally (for
example, agenda setting in UN) also have strong
military capabilities and economic resources

e the continued existence of intrastate and
transnational wars involving non-state actors
requires states to resort to use of force, suggesting
that coercion is both effective
and essential

e propaganda, censorship and disinformation continue
to be used as a means of coercion by state and non-
state actors, for example, ISIS using social media to
attract fighters.

Arguments against the claim may include:

e aspects of soft power such as political ideals, cultural
norms and social policies may be equally if not more
influential than force

e the mere possession of resources doesn’t always
resultin a country having the power to achieve
desired outcomes: sometimes non-material factors
such as changes in strategy and/or leadership can
affect outcomes

e diplomacy and economic assistance are useful in
furthering goals and interests

e persuasion can be effectively used to achieve goals
and preferred outcomes through the use of means
such as education and propaganda, for example,
through the use of social media

e theacquisition and maintenance of instruments of
coercive power — military power, arms procurement,
nuclear weapons is increasingly expensive

e incentives such as incorporation into free trade
agreements in an era of economic interdependence
work more effectively than coercion

® non-coercive means can produce a voluntary
response from a given state and lead to a more
effective and long-lasting result

e manytransnational issues such as climate change,
pandemics, cybercrime, drug trafficking and
terrorism cannot be mitigated through forceful
means.

Responses should contain references to specific
examples. These may be taken, for instance, from the
continued emphasis on weapons and arms acquisitions
by states like China, where rapid military modernization
is closely linked to its ambition to become a formidable
political and economic power, like the US or Russia.
Examples of the increasing use of soft power could be
drawn from Japan’s pacifist strategic culture and China’s
so-called charm offensive. Any other valid and relevant
examples should be evaluated positively.



1.5: EXAM-STYLE QUESTIONS

2 Examine the claim that increased interactions and interconnectedness in global
politics have fundamentally changed the nature of state sovereignty.

Examiner hints

Responses should include an understanding of the
concept of sovereignty; for example, they may make
reference to features such as territorial control and the
principle of non-interference in another state’s affairs.
The definition may differentiate between internal and
external sovereignty. Responses may make reference
to ideas such as the equality of states in international
law, or may include a brief discussion of Westphalian
sovereignty. Responses may discuss interactions
and interconnectedness in global politics by drawing
on key concepts not mentioned in the question, such
as interdependence, globalization, development or
sustainability.

Arguments for the claim may include:

e globalization, the rise of non-state actors and the
increasing interconnectedness of
the world are challenges to state power and
sovereignty, as individual states have
less control

e states are losing influence through the pooling of
some aspects of their sovereignty, such as in the
case of the EU

e globalissues which are cross-border in nature such
as pollution, disease, war or terrorism increasingly
require cooperation and action across state
boundaries, which may then place limitations on
state activity and sovereignty

® increased specialization in the economic
organization of the world means that states are
no longer self-sufficient in many areas but are
dependent on each other for vital supplies and
services

e responses to human rights abuses have given rise
to the concept of “conditional” sovereignty and to
humanitarian intervention.

Arguments against the claim may include:

e the centrality of state sovereignty in the international
system has endured despite globalization,
as illustrated by the number of states in the
international community;

e statehood is still highly desired and most
secessionist groups seek to be states and seek full
membership of the UN

e no otheractors are as powerful as states, as
evidenced by the difficulties experienced by non-
state actors such as the United Nations in exerting
power to influence
global issues

e states still rely on and deploy enormous amounts
of military power and control and the world is still
organized around state-centric security concerns

e states are not necessarily threatened
by globalization and may respond to
interconnectedness by adapting and competing
in other ways for influence (for example, through
trade, “cultural imperialism”, or the power of agenda
setting)

e increased cross- border interactions and
interconnectedness have not necessarily changed
the nature of state sovereignty: there are other
important, often domestically rooted, factors, such as
the growth in influence of civil society.

Responses should make reference to specific examples.
Forinstance, candidates could discuss the role of media
in war reporting (“the CNN effect”) or the phenomenon
of the spread of communications technology and the
attempted control of social media by states, as in the
case of China. They could refer to specific problems that
do not respect state boundaries, such as greenhouse
gases or refugees, for example, from Syria entering
neighbouring countries. Conversely, they could refer to
states such as China and Brazil, whose influence has
increased in recent years or to the persistence of inter-
state conflicts where violation of sovereignty is still the
most significant aspect at play, such as in the case of
Russia’s recent disputed behaviour in Crimea.

Responses should include the candidate’s

examination of the claim that increased interaction and
interconnectedness in global politics have fundamentally
changed the nature of state sovereignty.
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3 Power is often assumed to be linked to the possession of, or access to,
resources. Discuss the validity of this view.

Examiner hints

Responses should include an understanding of the
concept of power.

A spectrum of power may be indicated — from influence
and capacity through to coercion and force. Candidates
may discuss power in the sense of international relations,
and/or in the sense of internal control. Responses may
make reference to different types of resources (for
example, military, economic, or natural resources), or
may, equally validly, focus on one particular type of
resource such as economic resources.

Arguments in favour of the view that power is linked to the
possession of resources may include:

e states that have the most resources do often have
the most power on the world stage (for example, the
US, China)

e history shows us that those with power often come in
and take away resources from resource-rich but less
powerful states

e within states, those who possess resources tend to
be the powerful actors in the society (for example,
the US, Russia).

Arguments against the view that power is linked to the
possession of resources may include:

e power can be difficult to measure (for instance, soft
power, social power, cultural power) and perceptions
of power may matter just as much as having tangible
resources

e resources alone are not power; intention and
capability (for example, effective leadership and
administration) transform resources into power;

e there are states with abundant natural resources
that have a relative lack of power on the world stage,
as abundant natural resources may go hand in
hand with commodity-led, lower value growth (for
example, DRC)

e even states which have copious resources still face
numerous other challenges that undermine their
ability to exercise power or control (for example, the
restrictions placed on them by international law, the
structure of international institutions, such as the UN
Security Council, or the influence of civil society).

Responses should make reference to specific examples.
Which examples are included is likely to depend on the
selected interpretation of the concept of power and the
types of resources discussed.

Responses could distinguish between states that have
hard power arising from the possession of military,
economic, and/or natural resources (for example, the US,
China, Brazil), and states that have soft power that is not
based to such a degree on tangible resources and that
can be informational, diplomatic, or cultural, and involve
agenda setting (for example, UK, Norway).

Candidates could discuss the relationship between power
and natural resources in specific countries, for example:

High natural Low natural
resources resources
Much power USA, China Japan

Little power DRC Haiti

Responses should include the candidate’s evaluation of
whether power is linked to the possession of resources.
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4 Evaluate the claim that state sovereignty creates obstacles for the realization of

justice for individuals and communities.

Examiner hints

Responses are likely to include an explanation of the
concept of sovereignty — which implies that the state

or government has supreme, unqualified authority.

This is reflected in the claim by states to be the sole
author of laws within their own territory (internal
sovereignty). Internal sovereignty is the location of
supreme power within the state. External sovereignty
refers to the capacity of the state to actindependently
and autonomously on the world stage. Candidates should
also briefly discuss their understanding of the concept of
justice.

Arguments in favour of the claim may include:

e in matters relating to human rights violations and
atrocities, states and leaders continue to invoke the
concept of sovereignty. They agree to monitoring and
judgments by human rights courts and commissions
only to the extent that they choose to. Sovereignty
has, in that sense resisted human rights agreements

e many human rights agreements have been ratified
by states, but with reservations, for example, the UN
Convention on Women. For instance, India, Germany
and Hungary choose not to be bound by certain
sections of the CEDAW

e sovereign states resent the monitoring of perceived
injustices to both individuals and communities by
NGOs and the media

e sovereignty continues to curb issues related to
justice for communities and groups such as women,
minorities and gay rights: states set their own limits
on the rights given to such communities, and argue
that this is within their domestic jurisdiction and is
also closely related to cultural and societal practices
specific to their jurisdiction

e sovereignty becomes anissue in cases where an
individual or group seeks political asylum on the plea
that their human rights are being violated in another
country. In such situations, the sovereignty of the
country in question clashes with issues
of justice.

Arguments against the claim may include:

e the emergence of significant international

organizations such as the UN, the EU, the WT0 and
international NGOs has entailed the setting-up of
agreed rules, laws and practices, including some
enforcement mechanisms

e membership of most of the states in the UN and its
institutions involves participating states accepting
and allowing other members to intervene in its
domestic affairs if it fails in its fundamental duty to
protect citizens and communities within its sovereign
territory

e theinternational community has been able to
intervene successfully in cases where injustice
has been meted out to individuals and groups.
Such humanitarian intervention is now increasingly
accepted, and is achieved through coalition efforts as
well as through international organizations such as
the UN.

Reponses should include reference to specific examples
to support their evaluation of the claim in the question.
Examples that might be used to support the claim

that state sovereignty hinders realization of justice

to individuals and communities could include the
continuation of human rights abuses in North Korea
(including enslavement, murder and mass starvation),
Somalia, and Sudan, and the fallout of these on the lives
of people. They could also cite examples of human rights
agreements that have been ratified, but with certain
reservations by some states; for example, India, Germany
and Hungary chose not to be bound by sections of the
CEDAW.

Examples that could be used to illustrate the
counterclaim that state sovereignty can no longer
obstruct the realization of justice for individuals and
groups could cite examples of successful humanitarian
interventions such as those in Liberia, East Timor

and Sierra Leone. They could also note cases where
organizations such as the EC ensure the application of
EU treaties and legislation through formal infringement
proceedings, or even by referring the member state to
the European Court of Justice. These rules dilute state
sovereignty.

Responses should include a conclusion on whether or not
state sovereignty obstructs the realization of justice for
individuals and communities.
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5 Examine the claim that the significance of military power is
diminishing in contemporary global politics.

Examiner hints

Better answers will demonstrate an excellent grasp of the concept of military
power, and are likely to contrast this with other types of power such as
economic power. They could include discussion of the various components of
power, for example, military, economic (tangible) and leadership (intangible),
or of how power has been viewed differently by different schools of thought.

Arguments in favour of the claim that the significance of military power has
diminished could include:

e theincreasing weight of variables such as economic interdependence,
transnational actors and international organizations

e increased globalization leading to less emphasis on individual states and
their individual military

e power; economic power being equally, if not more, important than military
power, as economic power is required to bolster military power

e the idea that some issues do not lend themselves to military solutions,
for example, states may avoid using military action if it could negatively
impact future trade agreements etc.

Arguments against the claim that the significance of military power has
diminished may include:

e military force remains critical, as shown by the fact that the production of
arms continues to increase

e the sale of military weapons has become a major factor in the arming of
various contestants for control of resources

e military power is also still important as a deterrent, etc.

Answers should include reference to specific examples. These could include
examples such as the anti-military culture in places such as Japan; anti-war
movements, such as the protests against the war in Iraq; or the importance of
military power in the conflict in Syria.

The responses are likely to end with a conclusion stating to what extent
the candidate agrees or disagrees that the significance of military power is
diminishing in contemporary global politics.
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6 Discuss the impact of NGOs, MNCs, and international organizations
on state sovereignty.

Examiner hints

Better answers will demonstrate an excellent understanding of the concept

of sovereignty, including reference to sovereignty as characterizing a

state’s independence, its control over territory and its ability to govern itself.
Candidates may talk about the role and functions of the state, and then proceed
to explore how and what kind of an impact each of the aforementioned — NGOs,
MNCs and international organizations like the United Nations — has had on state
sovereignty.

Arguments that these actors have no real impact may include:
e states may control the agenda of many of these organizations

e the strengthening of national security and national interest due to the
threat of terrorism and to economic interests

e states sometimes have a choice over whether to align with
recommendations/policies etc from these organizations, rather than these
being compulsory, etc.

Arguments that these actors have a big impact may include:

e trade agreements

e corporate demands on state laws, for example, environmental or [abour
laws

e capital flight
e threats torelocate

e the ability of these actors to have significant impact, even bringing down
governments or bringing about severe economic consequences for states,
etc.

The responses should make reference to specific examples, such as (have

no real impact]: the EU, the World Bank, and the IMF control the interests of
states; states can ban NGO protests such as in Singapore; the US refused to sign
the Kyoto agreement; (have a big impact): can bring down governments, for
example, Guatemala.

The responses may end with a conclusion/judgment on the impact of NGOs,
MNCs and international organizations on state sovereignty.
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The concept of human rights and how they have been incorporated
into our daily lives has taken on a growing importance in global
politics during the twentieth century. This unit will investigate
what this means for our understanding of power, politics and social
change. We will discuss the evolution of human rights before the
United Nations” Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, as
well as the assertions and claims of its various definitions.

The key concepts for this topic are justice, liberty and equality. These
components are found on various geographic levels, from the
local to the global, and from the arguments surrounding cultural
relativity to the debates about whether human rights should be
universal.

Human rights are most often understood in terms of rights of the
individual and rights of the collective; however, the description and
use of human rights as a concept is more complex. In order to go
further in our analysis we will look at past examinations of people,
power and politics, as well as the aspects of culture and society

that some definitions of human rights may fail to include in
general usage.

We will also discuss whether the struggle for human rights is always
positive, as well as for what political purposes they are used.

The definition of human rights is continually undergoing change,
from academic discussions and debates adding complexity to the
meaning (such as Karel Vasak’s division of human rights into three
“generations” or types, which we will explore later in this unit)

to the updated covenants and conventions that are often initiated
by the United Nations and other non-governmental organizations
(NGOs). We will conclude with some questions about what this
ongoing change means for the concept and its uses, particularly for
politics and power.

Key questions

1 Are there more significant concepts that may be used to describe our current
state of global politics and the interaction of people and power on various
levels and for particular purposes?

2 Does the generality of the concept of human rights suffice to offer goals
for humanity and a reasonable agenda in this era of rapid globalization and
social change?

3 Who would be in charge of that agenda and what problems may it cause?

What are some alternatives?
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2.1The development of human rights
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the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, an
act passed in France on 26 August 1789
with 17 articles that define the rights of
citizens and the nation

TOK

Do the human sciences help
us to understand the human
species as a whole, or just give
insight into particular cultural
groups?

What are human rights?

The most common contemporary definition of human rights is that
they are rights held by individuals simply because they are human.

These rights are universal, do not have boundaries of sex, gender or
nationality, and can be claimed individually or in groups.

Human rights are then those entitlements that are part of the existence
of humans, and we may divide these into two categories:

Positive rights refer to rights that are protected by authority, both

local and global, and include goods and services that allow people to
survive, such as education, protection from harm, places to live and
care.

Negative rights are rights that do not require intervention by
outside agency. These include the right to live, the absence of torture,
community control of the community and the individuals who live
within them and self-determination.

Many have noted that in practice the distinction between positive and
negative rights is largely circumstantial — based on access to resources and
economic, political and social rights. For example, the right to food is a
positive right in East Los Angeles, USA, where a lack of local resources
means that food must be provided by outside forces, but it is more of a
negative right in the wheat fields of Kansas, USA, where the abundant
resources can only be taken away through external intervention'.

This distinction between negative and positive rights is a product of
Enlightenment writers and of the French Revolution, where the concepts
of liberty, fraternity and equality were taken to apply to all human beings.
As the times changed and economic control became a part of contemporary
realities, these came to include, for example, the rights of workers and of
indigenous people. Today, most definitions of human rights start with the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the evolution of these rights as
they have been debated and amended in the years since.

A brief history of human rights

The term “human rights” as it is applied to contemporary politics and
society is relatively recent, coming into common use in the 1940s, after
the Second World War and as a result of the United Nations’ Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Before these events, the term was
rarely used and there were no social movements that invoked human
rights as their organizing principle. Many people assume that because
we now hear about human rights in many forms — for example, the
claims by indigenous peoples for their ancestral lands and language, the
demands by many around the globe for livable housing and working
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conditions, the documented lack of medical services and drinkable water
for populations in every part of the world and the place of human rights
in trade agreements, to name a few — that this concept of human rights
is one that is part of a long history involving the relationships within and
between countries. However, like globalization (as discussed in Unit 1),
the struggle for rights is an integral part of human existence.

For the purposes of this course, our central focus will be on what human
rights are and who decides which are enforceable and which are not.
René Cassin, one of the drafters of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948, used the declaration of the French Revolution as a starting
point. Again, however, the French declaration does not account for
specific attempts at delegating human rights to specific populations, and
the legislative processes needed to enforce them. Hence our important
question: on what level (geographic and political) are human rights
enforced and realized within societies, communities and ruling bodies?

A Demonstrators protest against Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff and the ruling Workers
Party at Paulista Avenue in Sao Paulo, Brazil

The evolution of society and human rights

Statements of intrinsic rights can be found in all of the world’s religions.
They are held to be the entitlements of human beings as part of our
birthright. However, the practice of human rights is contextual, or
dependent on time and place. The current concept of human rights is a
product of complex society; that is, societies that are multilayered and
have a multipart division of labour that incorporates both those who have
easy access to resources and those who do not.

The question of when we can identify a beginning for the history of human
rights is one that has produced controversy. Micheline Ishay (2004: 6)?
notes that this is a politically charged question, and one that is difficult to
answer. Many accept the commonly held view that ancient Greece and
Rome offer early examples of the ethical presentation of human rights,
while acknowledging that, for example, the concepts of punishment and

Thinking and

communication skills

With a partner discuss

the concept of human
rights and when it was
introduced into our general
vocabulary. Where did it
come from? Is it different
from other ideas of rights
that were discussed before
this term came into general
use? Can you provide any
examples for the class to
discuss?
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justice were present in ancient Babylon, Hindu and Buddhist beliefs.

The latter also included a defence of the natural ecosystem, which was
recognized as essential to our ability to survive on Earth. Confucianism
advocated education for all, and both Christianity and Islam promoted
human solidarity (Ishay 2004: 7). These are important developments to
include, as a common belief still exists that the West has demonstrated the
most advanced incorporation of rights, but as we have seen within the
UDHR committee members themselves, there are significant differences
among societies around the globe. The existence of written evidence of
the consideration of rights within social structures does not automatically
provide evidence of a moral superiority. Eric Wolf explains in his classic
Europe and the People Without History® that we often mistake current social
conditions as historically universal for all societies. However, human
societies have evolved at different speeds and in varying conditions. Some
argue that we only begin to see significant similarities among societies
that developed in similar natural (ecological) conditions, and later, more
significantly, during the massive global changes that came with colonialism
and the imposition of outside powers over indigenous social organizations.
Wolf says,

We have been taught, inside the classroom and outside of it, that there exists
an entity called the West, and that one can think of this West as a society and
civilization independent of and in opposition to other societies and civilizations.
Many of us even grew up believing that this West has a genealogy, according
to which ancient Greece begat Rome, Rome begat Christian Europe, Christian
Europe begat the Renaissance, the Renaissance the Enlightenment, the
Enlightenment political democracy and the industrial revolution. Industry,
crossed with democracy, in turn yielded the United States, embodying the
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Given the nature of written human rights and its development through
TOK Western philosophy, it is fair to conclude that the most popular
conception of human rights is European in origin. We have seen how
different approaches and views have given Europe, and later the United
States, a definitional advantage in the creation of belief systems around
human rights, and our general perceptions worldwide have been
objectively evaluate the impact strongly igﬂuenced by Cur?ent ideas in the most ind}lstrialized nations.
of culture on our knowledge and Th§ aSSGI:'ElOIlS of cultural rlghts, on tbe other hand, is a m.orci Complex
beliefs? topic which concerns the differences in systems on and within different
continents, and has provided the material and arguments against accepting
the Western version of human rights as the generalized ideal. One
assumption that we can safely make is that the development of human
rights has always been connected to events and to social movements.
Just as the Second World War and the horrors of the Holocaust were the
primary trigger for the UN’s commission of the United Nations” Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, so have indigenous movements, ethnic
and gender movements, labour struggles, religious movements and wars
over resources and access to those resources been driving forces for the
designation of rights for these groups and particularly the “generations” of
rights discussed below.

To what extent are our
perspectives determined by
our membership of a particular
culture? Is it possible to

The Greeks and the Romans are the two early civilizations most
recognized for having considered the “rights of man”, and the Ancient
Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle are often cited for referencing
“virtue” as a central characteristic of human life (Ishay 2007: 63).
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Ancient Greece and Rome

Many scholars and public policy-makers mention Ancient Greece and
Rome as starting points for the discussion of human rights because of the
significance they hold in the evolution of complex societies, particularly
in the West. They also both hold important reference points for the
European Enlightenment, where the idea of universal human rights
began to take on form and substance.

The social constructs of Ancient Greece and Rome both relied on the
belief that human beings have the capacity to reason. While this belief
did not guarantee that there would be equal access to resources by all
and that inequalities would not exist, the structure of these ancient
civilizations did lead to what we now understand to be universal rights
and the common good. It also does not present a complete picture of
Greece and Rome, for, as Wolf (1982: 5) also warns, history is not simply
an unfolding of moral purpose:

What would we learn of ancient Greece, for example, if we interpreted it only
as a prehistoric Miss Liberty, holding aloft the torch of moral purpose in the
barbarian night?

Our use of Greece and Rome as precursors to our current analyses of
human rights tells us of but one variable in the social relations within
these complex societies, and cannot serve as a baseline for the study of A Adepiction of the interior of the
these societies on its own. Parthenon in Athens, Greece

Greece, Rome and “natural laws”

Both Greece and Rome recognized a distinction between “natural laws”
and “custom”. The latter would vary from place to place according to the
convention, but the former were universal. After the fifteenth century
these “natural laws” became associated with “natural rights”. While
philosophers and clerics of the Middle Ages had recognized the duties of
humans, they did not specifically identity rights. However, with changes
in social structures, specifically with the decline of European feudalism

A The swearing of the oath of ratification of the treaty of Munster in 1948, Gerard ter Borch
(1617-1681)
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The Magna Carta, or the “Great Charter” was
signed by King John of England on 15 June
1215, in order to soothe the complaints of
40 Barons in the English countryside who
feltthat they were not getting a fair share
of their rights and property from a greedy
king. It stated (in part) that “to no one will
we sell, to no one will we deny or delay
right or justice”.

Just 10 weeks after its agreement, Pope
Innocent Il destroyed the agreement, and
England fell into Civil War. King John had
hoped that the institution of the Magna
Carta would calm the Barons and then fall
into obscurity, but the Pope saw it as an
attempt to weaken royal rights over the
people and, as such, illegal and unjust. The
rule over the lives and work of people was
importantto a feudal system in which the
aristocracy owned the land and allowed
people to work on it for a price.

The Charter of the Forest written in

1217 was sealed by Henry lll, and was a
reworking of the Magna Carta, assigning
the ownership of the forests to the
aristocracy. Itwas putinto law in 1225.
What was important about the Charter of
the Forest was thatit stipulated thatany
land unfairly taken by the king would be
given back to the Barons, and that free
men would have limited use of the land
for special purposes. This was again an
attempt to solidify feudal law, through
which the aristocracy had control over the
English forests and land. Much later the
Petition of Right (1648) and the English
Bill of Rights (1689) established rights for
individuals, weakening the feudal system.

Research skills

1 What was the relationship
between the four documents
mentioned above?

2 Did these documents lead to
the principles of the French
Revolution or not?

3 What was the purpose of the
French Revolution?
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and the Peace of Westphalia, which was instituted in 1648, labour
could be provided to advance a declining feudalism and a growing
industrialization. Social changes were taking place all over Europe,

and were evidenced by the Magna Carta (1215), the Charter of the
Forest (1217), the Petition of Right (1648) and the English Bill of Rights
(1689). All of these documents recognized the rights of the individual,
culminating in the French Revolution that witnessed the final demise
of feudal systems. These rights became more prominent and embedded
in social laws during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and were
presented in documents and charters that revolutionized the social
orders of Europe, solidified by the French Revolution and the spread of
the catchphrase of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity”.

These social changes and the reorganization of rights and duties which
they represented resulted in a more complex labour system and a core
reorganization of the division of labour. No longer did individuals and
families have land designated by feudal lords on which they could grow
their own foodstuffs; instead, mercantile organizations ruled over the
production and distribution of goods, for which they needed labour to
keep running. Those without land were forced to sell their labour in
order to buy those foodstuffs that could feed their families. With this
reorganization came a reconsideration of rights and a naming of rights
based on this evolution of the division of labour and the control over
labour that it presented. The social stratification that became more
solidified after the French Revolution was based on the ownership of
production and the ability to accumulate goods and the means to trade
those goods. This is often recognized as the beginnings of the era of
capitalism in which we now live.

Capitalist societies

Capitalist societies have status differences and hierarchies as part of
their core organization, and are therefore built on the differences among
groups to access the resources needed to live. In contrast, egalitarian
societies had no need for “human rights” as such, as all community
members were by definition equal. Community labour was for the
production of goods that were used in the community and/or traded
with other communities that had items not available locally. Status in
hunting-and-gathering societies was often a temporary designation

and task-oriented (such as building a canoe or organizing a trading
expedition), and disappeared once the task was completed.

It is when labour began to be in the control of others, whether through
a feudal lord or the selling of one’s labour as a commodity to others for
survival, that human rights and their violation becomes a phenomenon
built into the functioning of social organization. This occurs when

the labour of the community or individual is no longer for the use

or consumption of the producer but for exchange in the market. The
individual or group that controls the exchange or product gains power
through their control over the materials that are needed to maintain
life. The production process changes fundamentally when products are
produced for exchange rather than community consumption.

Anthropologists have noted that this change often happened in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries as a result of colonialism, when
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the autonomous evolution of societies was
destroyed and rapidly replaced by the rule of
colonial expansion and the reconstruction of
societies for the benefit of outside forces. These
outside forces easily outpowered indigenous
social organization and production; groups

of people were given tribal names by outside
managers and land was divided into tribal
sectors with appointed leaders who worked
for colonial administrators. During this period,
human rights, both in the way that we know
them today and in their most broad definition,
were brutally violated. Slaves were shipped off
to foreign lands without their kin groups or
communities, and forced labour and physical
trauma were the earmarks of colonial rule.

With the major changes that occurred during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and
the evolution of the division of labour, new
rights were advocated, most significantly A This steel engraving shows slaves being loaded on to a ship in 1881
by workers and their families for their

own protection. The political realities that were growing among the

“haves” and the “have-nots” initiated movements, both peaceful and

violent, for the rights to organize trade unions, the protection of child

labour, universal suffrage, control over workday hours, the rights to

education and the like (see Ishay 2004: 9). From these movements

came the recognition of the need for rights that were the precursors of

entitlements won by workers and other social movements, and examples

for the recognition of rights that led to the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights in 1948.

The Declaration and its initial considerations

While the ideals of the European Enlightenment serve as precursors to
what we now refer to as human rights, it is important to remember that
they are the precursors of the debates that accompanied the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The committee that put together the
Declaration, started in Eleanor Roosevelt’s Greenwich Village apartment,
had agreed to disagree on some of the important differences that came
to light after the Declaration was adopted by the United Nations. In

its development, for example, it had been sent to the then Executive
Director of the American Anthropological Association Melville Herskovits,
asking for his viewpoints on its claims. Herskovits, who had done his
anthropological fieldwork in Africa, wrote to them to say that the
American Anthropological Association disagreed with many of its main
points, and particularly its orientation towards Western views focused on
the rights of the individual.

This focus on Western beliefs and behaviour was commented on

in many disciplines at the time, with much disagreement with the
Declaration’s main audience. Given that the Declaration was a direct
result of the Second World War and the horrors of the Holocaust, this is
not a surprising outcome.
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e
@

UNIVERSAL
DECLARATION
OF HUMAN

RIGHTS  Dignity and justice for all of us

A The logo of a year-long campaign in
2008, marking the 60th anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

TOK

The United Nations’ Declaration
of Human Rights claims to be
“universal”. Is there anything
thatis true for all cultures?
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The United Nations” Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted

on 10 December 1948, is the most translated document on the planet,
and sets a “common standard” for the achievement for all peoples and
all nations. The Declaration was developed largely with the recognition
that there had been horrible and barbarous acts carried out by nations
during the Second World War, and that these acts could not be allowed
to be repeated. The United Nations commissioned a group of scholars
and activists from around the world to produce this document, and

the Declaration was initiated in the New York apartment of Eleanor
Roosevelt, wife of the then US president. However, despite the best

of intentions, these leaders and activists — representing both Eastern

and Western societies and cultures — were often in disagreement, and
Eleanor Roosevelt was forced to concede that there would always be
differences that would just have to be accepted. Out of this collaboration
came the following document, which outlined basic rights for all citizens
of Earth. This document, however, was not the end of the differences on
the meaning of human rights, particularly between East and West.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

The preamble to the Declaration sets the scope of contemporary
human rights:

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights
of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts
which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and
want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be
protected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between
nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their
faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation
with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest
importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, therefore, the General Assembly proclaims...
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A Eleanor Roosevelt holding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1949

Article 1

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth
in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such

as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the
basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of
the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether
it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any
other limitation of sovereignty.

Article 3

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Article 4

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the
slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Article 5

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 6

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a
person before the law.

Article 7

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled
to equal protection against any discrimination in violation
of this Declaration and against any incitement to such
discrimination.

Article 8

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the
competent national tribunals for acts violating the
fundamental rights granted him by the constitution
or by law.

Article 9

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention
or exile.

Article 10

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public
hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the
determination of his rights and obligations and of any
criminal charge against him.
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Article 11

1 Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right
to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according
to law in a public trial at which he has had all the
guarantees necessary for his defense.

2 Noone shall be held guilty of any penal offence on
account of any act or omission.

Article 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks
upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right

to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

Article 13

1 Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and
residence within the borders of each State.

2 Everyone has the right to leave any country, including
his own, and to return to his country.

Article 14

1 Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other
countries asylum from persecution.

2 This right may not be invoked in the case of
prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political
crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.

Article 15

1 Everyone has the right to a nationality.

2 Noone shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality
nor denied the right to change his nationality.

Article 16

1 Men and women of full age, without any limitation due
to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry
and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights
as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.

2 Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and
full consent of the intending spouses.

3 The family is the natural and fundamental group unit
of society and is entitled to protection by society and
the State.

Article 17

1 Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as
in association with others.

2 Noone shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 18

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion; this right includes freedom to change

his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in
community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and observance.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this rightincludes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless
of frontiers.

Article 20

1 Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association.

2 Noone may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21

1 Everyone has the right to take part in the government
of his country, directly or through freely chosen
representatives.

2 Everyone has the right to equal access to public
service in his country.

3 The will of the people shall be the basis of the
authority of government; this will shall be expressed
in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by
universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by
secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

Article 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social
security and is entitled to realization, through national
effortand international cooperation and in accordance
with the organization and resources of each State, of the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his
dignity and the free development of his personality.

Article 23

1 Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of
employment, to just and favourable conditions of
work and to protection against unemployment.

2 Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to
equal pay for equal work.

3 Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an
existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented,
if necessary, by other means of social protection.



2.2: THE UNITED NATIONS’ UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

4 Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions
for the protection of his interests.

Article 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including

Article 27

1

Everyone has the right freely to participate in the
cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to
share in scientific advancement and its benefits.

reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic 2 Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral
holidays with pay. and material interests resulting from any scientific,
. literary or artistic production of which he is
Article 25 the author.
1 Everyone has the right to a standard of living .
y Article 28

adequate for the health and wellbeing of himself and
of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social services, and

the right to security in the event of unemployment,
sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack
of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

2 Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care
and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of
wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in
which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration
can be fully realized.

Article 29

1

Everyone has duties to the community in which alone
the free and full development of his personality is
possible.

2 Inthe exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone
Article 26 shall be subject only to such limitations as are
1 Everyone has the right to education. Education shall determined by law solely for the purpose of
be free, at leastin the elementary and fundamental securing due recognition and respect for the rights
stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. and freedoms of others and of meeting the just
Technical and professional education shall be made requirements of morality, public order and the general
generally available and higher education shall be welfare in a democratic society.
equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 3 These rights and freedoms may in no case be
2 Education shall be directed to the full development exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of
of the human personality and to the strengthening the United Nations.
of respect for human rights and fundamental Article 30

freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying
for any State, group or person any right to engage in any
activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of

and friendship among all nations, racial or religious
groups, and shall further the activities of the United

Nations for the maintenance of peace.

3 Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of
education that shall be given to their children.

any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.

= Research and thinking skills

1 What events led to the establishment of the Universal Declaration?

2 What rights does the UDHR propose and how were they accepted

by member nations?

3 Which nations did not agree with these rights and why?

4 How have human rights evolved since the initial declaration?

TOK

Article 19 states that everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expressions,
including the right to hold opinions without interference. What would count as

interference in this sense?
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2.3The three “generations” of human rights

Our contemporary understanding of human rights relies on the key
concepts of human rights, justice, liberty and equality. As the popularity
of the UDHR increased outside the confines of the United Nations,
various stakeholders and organizations — both government and non-
government (NGOs) — saw a need to supplement the document with
rights that could relate to all of the world’s peoples. Growing social
movements, such as the right for equal participation by women in
society and the defence of cultural rights for social groups, pushed
those participating under the banner of the UDHR to campaign for

the inclusion of their ideals in the declaration.

The Czech activist and jurist Karel Vasak first proposed the division

of human rights into three categories that corresponded with the

three prominent features of the French Revolution: fraternity, liberty
and equality. This would produce, Vasak reasoned, a common set of
principles that could be applied universally, and that would include all
peoples without differences dependent on religion, culture, location,
gender or government. This takes us back to the fundamental tenet of
rights: that they are part of each individual, cannot be differentiated by
access to resources or bought and sold; they are indivisible.

First Generation Rights, or civil and political rights, correspond to

the French concept of /iberty, and are grounded in the freedom of the

individual to have opinions, to act politically, to engage in religion

and, importantly, to assemble together without interference. These

A French Revolution 1789: Allegorical also include freedom from torture and slavery, the violation of which
emblem of the Republic has once again become common in all parts of the world.

De Muprimerie de TRIust 4y, s basse
Baint Denin

Second Generation Rights are economic and social rights that
correspond most closely to the French call for equality, and include the
right to work, access to healthcare, a roof over one’s head and food.
They are sometimes referred to as “security-oriented rights” as they
allow the individual the rights to live, work and to reproduce their
families and their communities.

Third Generation Rights are sometimes referred to as cultural
rights, corresponding to the French idea of fraternity. These include
the right to live in a reasonable environment, political rights and
economic development. Of all the generations of rights, the Third
Generation most clearly includes collective as well as individual
rights, especially the formation of political parties and of economic
development on all geographic levels.

The generations of rights are more often invoked in political discussions
and by activists, rather than widely recognized by the public. Debates
around them include the resistance of Second Generation rights by
those who deem them socialist and/or long term. More generally,
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many have argued that these rights are indivisible, and separating them
into generations causes contradictions and obligations to States that

Class discussion

are unfair or unevenly applied depending on the form of government Can human rights be separated
or stage of industrial development. Instead, rights are argued to be into three types as explained
interrelated and interdependent, and thus cannot be separated out here or are they indivisible?

according to the situation in which they are applied.

Beyond the Third Generation, the rights as formulated are highly
individualistic, and are dependent on the historical processes of

the French, English and American revolutions. They are not easily
separated given more contemporary circumstances — for example,
arguments over the rights surrounding conflict with current debates
about climate change and pollution. Many in the developing world
insist that they should have the same rights to pollute the atmosphere
as the industrialized countries had. The rights promoted by the French
Revolution were specifically aimed at existing States and politics that
have radically changed since that era. Given the massive shifts that
have taken place in the past 50 years, the demarcation of rights into
these three categories does not often assist or benefit progress in the
implementation of basic rights. While these categories still find a place
in the human rights literature and in debates, they are no longer seen as
crucial to the human rights discussion.

Universal rights and cultural relativism

The distinction between universal rights and cultural relativism has been
a prominent source of conflict since the adoption of the UDHR by the
majority of States that make up the United Nations.

Universal rights assume that certain rights are the same for all people,
and that even if they contradict local practices and beliefs they are
applicable to that locality’s people. A good example is the practice and
condemnation of genital mutilation. While many countries, mostly in
the Middle East, still practice female circumcision and genital cutting
on a more or less routine basis, many treaties and covenants have
condemned this practice as a violation of human rights
that cannot be justified under any circumstances.

Universal suffrage is another example of a universal
right agreed upon by the majority of the United
Nations” member countries, but this has not guaranteed
that women have gained equality with men in many
areas of the world.

The distinction between universal rights and cultural
relativism is one that stems from the beginnings of the
UN'’s commission that was given the task of drafting
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. As we
saw earlier in this unit, as early as Eleanor Roosevelt’s
meetings in her Washington Square apartment, an
agreement had to be reached that there would be
differences around these issues and that to get a draft
Declaration done, the members of the commission /
would have to agree to disagree. A The universal suffrage poll in Britain by Gostiaux
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The reaction of the American Anthropological Association and

other academic organizations to the Declaration because it failed to
adequately recognize relativity and the cultural variances among
countries still exists today. States and NGOs continue to argue the
place of rights in a changing and globalizing world. However, current
debates go beyond the complaint that the Declaration is based on
Western principles to more contemporary themes that include an
awareness of State and regional realities.

While contemporary debates more concretely specify the recognition
of cultural differences and the rights of local beliefs, the insistence
that the Declaration and its principals and doctrines are Western in
origin and therefore of little use in non-Western settings is still the
overarching theme. However, the contemporary debates also remind
us that human and cultural relativity argue for sovereignty, territorial
integrity, national security, economics and the environment.*

The excellent and comprehensive entry on human rights in the
Encyclopedia Britannica puts the division in context by stating the more
recent basis of the relativist movement:

With the end of the Cold War... the debate took on a more North-South
character and was supplemented and intensified by a cultural-relativist
critique... The viewpoint underlying this assertion — that the scope of human
rights in any given society should be determined fundamentally by local,
national, or regional customs and traditions — may seem problematic,
especially when one considers that the idea of human rights and many of its
precepts are all found in all the great philosophical and religious traditions.
Nor is it surprising that it should emerge soon after the end of the Cold War.
First prominently expressed in the declaration that emerged from the Bangkok
meeting held in preparation to the second UN World Conference on Human
Rights convened in Vienna in June 1993 (which qualified a reaffirmation

of the universality of human rights by stating that human rights “must be
considered in the context of... national and regional particularities and various
historical, cultural and religious backgrounds”), the relativist critique reflects
the end of a bi-polar system of alliances that had discouraged independent
foreign policies and minimized cultural and political differences in favour of
undivided Cold War loyalties.

Both the initial complaints about the Western character of the UN
Declaration and the more contemporary debates over access to resources
and economic development are reflected in the laws and treaties that
have convened stakeholders. This has resulted in documents that

reflect the perceived need to emphasize certain kinds of rights — for

the environment, for women, for property, as examples — and led to
other kinds of discussions of globalization, trade and the recognition of
the many differences among industrialized, newly industrializing and
underdeveloped areas.

Class discussion

To what extent does the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights
represent Western principles only?
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Human rights laws and treaties, human
rights and the law

There have been many laws and treaties that emphasize
and expand upon parts of the original 1948 Declaration.
These have renewed debates among States concerning
the implementation of rights and the inalienable
entitlements of economic and cultural autonomy. These
divisions point to a paradox that Michael Ignatieff has
pointed out: we live with the moral universals of human
rights with the full awareness that moral universals
mean nothing in places like Kosovo and Rwanda. He
believes that we have lived with this paradox since the
Holocaust.® We try to reconcile this paradox with laws
and treaties, but like the concept itself, not all are prone
to following them. As Ignatieff continues, “The Holocaust
laid bare what the world looked like when natural law
was abrogated, when pure tyranny could accomplish

its unbridled will. Without the Holocaust, then, no
Declaration. Because of the Holocaust, no unconditional
faith in the Declaration either” (page 5).

There have been treaties, covenants and laws on almost
every aspect of human rights one can think of. The
problem, however, is that almost none of them are
legally enforceable on the international stage. With
colonialism coming to an end, many of the foreign
powers such as the Dutch and the French had to concede
that their foreign colonies had the same rights that they
themselves were entitled to; yet these newly independent
countries did not initially feel compelled to follow the
tenants of the Declaration, and the interests of their own
elites often conflicted with the human rights stated there.
The Soviet bloc abstained in the vote on the Declaration
yet did not actively oppose its principles. Of all the
advanced capitalist countries that have participated in
the drafting of the Declaration and the meetings that
followed, the United States has distinguished itself by
voting against or ignoring almost all of the treaties and
covenants and laws that have been drafted and passed by
the majority of countries in the United Nations. In 1948,
however, the divisions between the East and the West
were still yet to come, and as Ignatieff (1999: 6) reminds
us,

The descent of so many of these newly independent states

into dictatorship or civil war had not yet occurred. It was still
possible to believe that winning independence and freedom
as a state would be enough to guarantee the freedoms of

the individuals inside it. The emergence of the Asian Tiger
economies and the rebirth of radical Islam were still decades
away. The great philosophical conflict between “the West and
the Rest” which has called into question the universality of
human rights, still lay in the future.

—
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A Refugees flee Rwanda in 1994 following the brutal genocide,
which estimates say claimed in excess of 800,000 lives

A The bombardment of Dubrovnik by the Yugoslav People’s

Army in 1991, as part of Croatia’s War of Independence.
In the years that followed, the Balkan Peninsula saw
genocide and massacres that shocked the world.

A The main gates to the Auschwitz Concentration Camp
in Poland. Estimates put the death toll at this network
of concentration and extermination camps at 1.25-1.5
million people.
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A Abilingual sign on the Llanberis pass in
Wales, UK
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In contemporary times, rights have been intermixed with identity
politics, but as Ishay quoting the noted British historian Eric Hobsbawm
states “support for rights based on particular identities or cultural
allegiance—whether gay, women or ethnic. Promoters of ‘identity
politics,” [Hobsbawm] explained, ‘are about themselves for themselves
and nobody else.” Human rights can never be realized by adding the sum
total of minorities” interests.””

Still, the treaties, covenants and laws that have been adopted by some
or most of the United Nations’ states do address identity as well as the
larger issues of rights, such as education, freedom from fear, rights to
housing, climate change, the environment, sexual orientation and the
like. The sheer number of these documents begins to confuse the issue
of rights as statements of ideals rather than enforceable movements
towards promised realities. They are often referred to as instruments
of human rights implementation and are monitored by various bodies,
both States and NGOs, who regularly report on their violations and
those who are violating them. More recent activism has addressed
labour and development rights, taking on questions about globalization,
contemporary development and the labour that participates in that
development, as we shall see in the following unit on development.

Part of the problem with the generalities presented in these instruments
is the assumption that they can apply equally to all participants in a
given category. Ishay (2007: 390), as an example, tells us,

With respect to women, American philosopher Martha Nussbaum argued
against unqualified cultural rights positions, which she regards as a rationale
for repressing women'’s rights. Drawing her position from a liberal universalist
and Aristotelian approach, she maintained in “Women and Cultural
Universals” (Sex and Social Justice, 1999) that it is absurd to treat one nation
as a single culture. Conversely, it is absurd to treat women'’s rights, or any
individual rights, without an understanding of an individual’s capabilities to
realize these rights (a concept she draws from Amartya Sen).

Further, the effect of a deepening globalization has made assumptions
more difficult as there is a public perception that globalization is making
the world a more homogeneous arena. However, others — of special
note the anthropologist June Nash in her Ethnographic Aspects of the
World System — have shown that globalization in fact may be making
the world more diverse. This is a result of local cultures incorporating
forces and cultural artefacts from the outside into their own existing
cultures, changing their everyday practices while maintaining an
autonomy that differs from global trade and market standards.® This
has led, for example, to renewed demands to teach and maintain local
languages, as we have seen in Wales, where Welsh has been designated
a national language along with English, and all signs must be in both
languages. This is a movement that is becoming popular in different
geographic areas and symbolizes the claim of peoples to maintain their
cultural history. Globalization and globalizing trade has also given rise
to questions about the rights of indigenous people, who are often on
the world stage as they fight for their own rights, including land and
resources, against those who would claim those resources (such as oil
and land) for global industries.
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The United Nations human rights legal system

Currently, there are three regional human rights systems — Africa, Europe,
and the Americas — all responsible for monitoring and reporting on
human rights implementation and abuses.

The overarching organization is the United Nations and its 193 member
states. The organization of human rights within the United Nations is

a growing and multifaceted system that is meant to apply to all United
Nations members, but rarely includes all. Human rights laws are not
enforceable, and as Human Rights Watch reports®, the United States
rarely ratifies treaties commonly adopted by other nations. In fact,

the last international human rights treaties the US ratified were two
optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (but
not the treaty itself) in December 2002. The Convention on the Rights
of the Child has since been ratified by every UN member state, with the
exception of the US and Somalia. The US has also failed to ratify the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), a treaty that has been ratified by all member states
except seven: US, Iran, Nauru, Palau, Somalia, Sudan and Tonga.

A The logo of the United Nations

The problem inherent in human rights enforcement presented by the
United States correlates with many nations’ refusal to admit to human
rights abuses in their own territories. No member of the United Nations
Security Council has been brought forward to the International Criminal
Court, nor has any powerful industrialized country been formally
questioned about human rights violations. As of 2016, 39 individuals
have been indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC).

TOK

The ICC consists of 123 member states Research how international

that ratified the Rome Statute, the treaty !/ treaties are ratified.

which established the ICC in 1998, and
entered into force in 2002. Seven nations
voted against the ratification of the ICC,

including the United States, China and V
Israel. Anumber of nations have signed \\“

Q To what extent are international
politics hampered by national
v sovereignty?

but not ratified the Rome Statute. The
Court’s purpose is to prosecute serious
international crimes, such as crimes J/\\

against humanity, war crimes and

crimes of aggression. Further action A The logo of the International Criminal
and consequences of prosecution of Court

individuals by the ICC remain to be seen, and are still being contested by some
member states. China and India, for example, have openly criticized the existence
of the ICC, questioning the legitimacy of an institution that operates beyond
national sovereignty.
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Council of the United Nations with
seatin Geneva

The International
Court of Justice
resolves disputes
between States on
issues of international
law, including on some
issues related to human
rights.

UN human rights mechanisms

The UN promotes, monitors and protects human rights through a variety
of mechanisms. Some are composed of independent human rights
experts, while others are led by State representatives.

The principal UN human rights bodies are:

UN Human Rights Council: an intergovernmental body composed of
47 States, which discuss and make recommendations on human rights
topics. The Council also manages two other human rights mechanisms:

e Universal Periodic Review: a peer-review process through
which UN Member States’ overall human rights records undergo
scrutiny every four years.

e Special Procedures: independent experts appointed to monitor
human rights conditions in specific countries or on particular topics.

UN human rights treaty bodies: ten committees of independent
experts that oversee States” implementation of the core UN

human rights treaties. Visit http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/
TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx to see which UN human rights
treaties and complaints mechanisms each State has joined.

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human

Rights (OHCHR) coordinates and supports the work of the UN human
rights mechanisms, including by distributing useful information

and facilitating civil society engagement. The OHCHR also provides
assistance to national governments and maintains country offices and
regional offices.

Other UN bodies

In addition to the main UN human rights mechanisms, there are other
UN bodies and procedures relevant to the protection of human rights
and the development of international human rights law:

The International

Labour Organization / \
also plays an important ‘/ q
role in promotion, I O v
protection and v
standard-setting on wy
topics related to work *;ﬂw
and employment.

The International Law Commission has the

specific mandate, established in the UN Charter,

of developing and codifying international law,
including in areas pertinent to human rights
protection. The Commission is composed of 34
individual members that serve five-year terms.

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
coordinates the work of the UN specialized
agencies, with regard to economic and social
themes, as well as engaging in its own promotion
and protection activities, and formulating policy
recommendations within the UN system.
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In the area of refugee law, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
contributes to legal standard-setting, in addition to providing on-the-
ground assistance to refugees.

{fi)y UNHCR

2 £ TheUN Refugee Agency

s

A The logo of the United Nations High
The United Nations General Assembly is the political and policy- Commissioner for Refugees
making organ of the United Nations, and may make recommendations
in the area of human rights. Its Social, Humanitarian and Cultural
Affairs Committee (referred to as the “Third Committee”) provides a

forum for discussion of human rights issues, as well.

The Commission on the Status of Women, a subsidiary body of
ECOSOC composed of 47 States, is the principal forum for advancing

gender equality and the rights of women. Its work is supported by

UN Women.

The Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner lists the primary

instruments in the defence of human rights:

In addition to the International Bill of Rights and the core
human rights treaties, there are many other universal
instruments relating to human rights. A non-exhaustive
selection is listed below.

World Conference on Human Rights and Millennium
Assembly

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
United Nations Millennium Declaration
The right of self-determination

United Nations Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVII) of
14 December 1962, “Permanent sovereignty over
natural resources”

International Convention against the Recruitment,
Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries

Rights of indigenous peoples and minorities
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989
(No. 169)

Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities

Prevention of discrimination
Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100)

Discrimination (Employment and Occupation)
Convention, 1958 (No. 111)

International Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice
Convention against Discrimination in Education

Protocol Instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices
Commission to be responsible for seeking a settlement
of any disputes which may arise between States Parties
to the Convention against Discrimination in Education

Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance
and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief

World Conference against Racism, 2001 (Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action)

Rights of women

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW-0P)

Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children
in Emergency and Armed Conflict

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women
Rights of the child
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography (CRC-0PSC)

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the involvement of children in armed
conflict (CRC-OPAC)

Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)

Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
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Rights of older persons

United Nations Principles for Older Persons

Rights of persons with disabilities

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons
Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons

Principles for the protection of persons with mental
illness and the improvement of mental health care

Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities

Human rights in the administration of justice: protection
of persons subjected to detention or imprisonment

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners (The Nelson Mandela Rules)

Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners

Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons
under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment

United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty

Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being
Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)

Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (OPCAT)

Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the Role of Health
Personnel, particularly Physicians, in the Protection of
Prisoners and Detainees against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Principles on the Effective Investigation and
Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of
those facing the death penalty

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by
Law Enforcement Officials

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-
custodial Measures (The Tokyo Rules)

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the
Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules)

Guidelines for Action on Children in the Criminal
Justice System

United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of
Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines)

Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of
Crime and Abuse of Power

Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary
Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers
Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors

Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation
of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions

Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance

Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Rightto a
Remedy and Reparation

International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance

United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women
Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women
Offenders (the Bangkok Rules)

Updated set of principles for the protection and
promotion of human rights through action to
combatimpunity

Social welfare, progress and developments

Declaration on Social Progress and Development

Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger
and Malnutrition

Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological
Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit
of Mankind

Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace
Declaration on the Right to Development

Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and
Human Rights

Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity

Promotion and protection of human rights

Principles relating to the status of national institutions
(The Paris Principles)

Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote
and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms

United Nations Declaration on Human Rights
Education and Training
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Marriage

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for
Marriage and Registration of Marriages

Recommendation on Consent to Marriage, Minimum
Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages

Right to health
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS
Right to work and to fair conditions of employment
Employment Policy Convention, 1964 (No. 122)
Freedom of association

Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to
Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87)

Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining
Convention, 1949 (No. 98)

Slavery, slavery-like practices and forced labour
Slavery Convention

Protocol amending the Slavery Convention signed at
Geneva on 25 September 1926

Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery,

the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar
to Slavery

Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29)
Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime

Rights of migrants

International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families (ICPMW)]

Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,
Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Class discussion

Nationality, statelessness, asylum and refugees

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees

Declaration on the Human Rights of Individuals who
are not nationals of the country in which they live

War crimes and crimes against humanity, including
genocide

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory
Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against
Humanity

Principles of international co-operation in the
detection, arrest, extradition and punishment of
persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against
humanity

Statute of the International Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia

Statute of the International Tribunal for Rwanda

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

Humanitarian law

Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol 1)

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol I1)°

Do any of these instruments seem more important than others? Which seem

most applicable to contemporary global politics? Why?

Research and thinking skills

Which groups or organizations have been most involved in the

inclusion of these human rights instruments?
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The practice of human rights

Since the original Declaration, the meaning of human rights has come to
mean many things to various peoples, and the practice of human rights
has become even more varied and complex. In Kenneth Cmiel’s Review
Essay on “The Recent History of Human Rights”, he identifies three
waves of activism since the 1940s.

The first was Eleanor Roosevelt and the initial drafting of the
Declaration.!! Before the initial drafting, however, there were many
who were working on the rights of humans and the meaning of
those rights as a result of the Holocaust, such as Rapheal Lemkin who
drafted the UN Convention on Genocide, and fought for keeping the
discussion of rights active during the next decade. Winston Churchill
promoted the European Convention on Human Rights, and Charles
Habib Malik, a Lebanese Diplomat, was a prominent force in the
drafting of the Universal Declaration. As Cmiel’s review (2004: 129)
tells us,

this activism was also designed to build international law, and the new
United Nations was at the heart of it... that set of principles was supposed
to be quickly turned into binding international law. The Genocide
Convention, adopted by the General Assembly the day before it adopted
the Universal Declaration, was similarly supposed to matter. Yet the world
waited until the 1990s for the next major international tribunal charging
someone With crimes against humanity.

The second wave came in
the 1970s with what Cmiel
calls “an explosion” of
interest in human rights.
This was represented by
the exponential growth

of Amnesty International
(founded in 1961) and the
establishment of Human
Rights Watch in New York,
the Mothers of the Plaza
de Mayo in Buenos Aires,
and Helsinki Watch groups
in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe. This wave
of activism corresponded with the growth of globalization, and the
communication technologies and trade interactions that came with
it. NGOs took on the leading role, leaving the United Nations the
centre of the promotion of international law and the NGOs more
interested in the media distribution of cruel acts against peoples
and groups. Cmiel notes that the relationships between these NGOs
and the UN steadily worsened during the 1970s, as the promotion
of international law became less of a focus for human rights

A Women of the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina
protesting against missing children during the
1970s military dictatorship

\movements.
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(" . . .
The third wave, as Cmiel reports (2004, 130) came in the late 1980s A

and 1990s, when human rights started to actively include women’s
rights, health rights, economic justice and indigenous people’s rights.

The major human rights organizations, Amnesty International in
London, Human Rights Watch in New York and the International
Commission of Jurists in Geneva, all devoted themselves solely to
combating appalling abuses of civil and political rights around the globe.

International law also gained a renewed interest, as the
establishment of the International Criminal Court and the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia attests.
There was also a prominent growth of NGOs outside the West, with a
wide range of agendas. Cmiel complains that very little research has
yet to be done on the explosion in the number of these organizations
and the agendas that they promote.

(& J

Today it would be difficult to find a college campus without a chapter

of Amnesty International and other groups concerned with human
rights campaigns. The prominence of these groups signifies another
paradox: that the importance of the movements of the 1960s and 1970s
that emphasized political economy and status, class and power began

to take a back seat to the publicizing of human rights abuses. The full
extent of this is a story still to be told, as many have claimed that the
headlines of human rights abuses have masked the origin of these abuses
in the systemic problems of globalization. These include the growth of
multinational corporations, as well as the attack on labour that has been
witnessed in the past 20 years and the consolidation of capital into the
hands of a few that has made a major difference in the distribution of
resources around the world.

This paradox will undoubtedly draw more analyses and discussions

in the years to come, as human rights begins to include the uneven
distribution of resources that has grown exponentially in the past
decade. This growth has also failed to deal with issues such as the United
States” “sidestepping” of the UN Convention on Landmines or the

ability of other powerful nations to ignore significant issues for future
populations.

Other examples needing analysis include the growth of dams that have
affected millions of people, particularly in China and India, and the
climate change that has caused desertification in villages, communities
and regions around the globe.

TOK

How do the meanings of key terms and concepts within disciplines change over
time? What might constitute progress in an area of knowledge? How could we
know if progress, rather than simply change, has been achieved?

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL
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Research and thinking
skills

Research the events of the
Rwandan genocide. What
were the roles of NGOs
and the United Nations in
this conflict?

The politicization of human rights

The meaning of human rights and its practice has been highly politicized
in recent times, largely as a result of the following:

e The involvement of the United States and other powerful
industrialized countries in the enactment of human rights.

e The activist movements that have identified the connection between
contemporary industrialization and the deployment of social labour
in the effort towards nationalized growth.

e The disputes around universal versus relative rights with regard to
cultural differences.

e Most importantly, the effect of globalization of labour practices
and the rights of local peoples and communities as they confront
powerful outside forces.

Part of the growth of NGOs and the lessening of the role of the UN

in human rights discussions revolve around the internal workings of

the UN, the hegemony of the Security Council and the UN’s agenda

of finding agreement rather than differences around issues such as
humanitarian intervention. A good example is the case of Rwanda,
where the mass killings were not labelled as genocide until the scale of
the massacres became widely known and NGOs demanded that these
mass killings be recognized. Many NGOs, therefore, began to distrust the
United Nations, followed by a general distrust by individual activists and
writers familiar with the internal workings of the UN.

The ideals that the Universal Declaration provides correspond with

the widest inequality ever seen. In the US alone, between a third and
one-half of the population is living on or beneath the poverty line. In
China and India, while many developers claim that the recent industrial
development has made daily life better for their inhabitants, studies have
shown, including those emanating from the UN, that the opposite is the
case. Socio-economic inequality, a ceiling between rich and poor, is absent
from the Universal Declaration, “as well as the legal regimes and social
movements that take it as their polestar”.

The contradiction is expressed by the example of Milton Friedman, an
ultra-conservative economist, who strategized the takeover of Chile

and the Southern Cone of South America in the 1970s, resulting in
huge State abuses to life and limb in favour of free market economies.
As a result, Friedman won a Nobel Prize in Economics in 1976, while
Amnesty International was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize the next year.

Human rights here are closely tied to the wishes of the powerful
industrialized States and the free market economics of neo-liberalism. Moyn
(2015: 7) says,

[Naomi Klein] insightfully suggests that when the ‘Chicago boys’ [Milton
Friedman and his followers] of neoliberalism were invited by Pinochet [the then
dictator of Chile] to strip down the state (except the military), the earliest human
rights movement turned a blind eye to the economic reasons the violence was
occurring... and the problem is less the failure of rights movements to offer a
better economic theory of the roots of violence — which is someone else’s job — than
that they had no significant effect in identifying, let alone confronting, inequality.
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In other words, human rights movements failed in the socio-economic
domain. As Moyn (2015: 7-8) notes,

The tragedy of human rights is that they have occupied the global imagination
but have so far contributed little of note, merely nipping at the heels of the
neo-liberal giant whose path goes unaltered and unresisted... Precisely because
the human rights revolution has focused so intently on state abuses and has, at
its most ambitious, dedicated itself to establishing a floor for protection, it failed
to respond to — or even much recognize — neoliberalism’s obliteration of the
ceiling on inequality.?

What we have identified here are questions of politics and power. As a
result of active NGO human rights networks, Nancy Scheper-Hughes
in her “Danger and Endangered Youth” tells us that legal sanctions are
being enacted in almost every country in Africa, as they have in many
countries around the world. As she tells us,

In Africa, the human rights movement has not only permeated the
consciousness of elite educated Africans, but given the reach of the transistor
radio, the idea of human rights has sometimes touched the lives of ordinary,
uneducated people.

Further, she notes, “human rights could be seen as one of the most
globalized political values of our times” (Wilson, 1997: 1, quoted in Moore).
The problem is enforcement, and the lack of power wielded by transnational
tribunals and United Nations Committees. Again, in her words,

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda set up by the U.N. Security
Council is such an instance. The ICTR came into being in 1994 to find and
prosecute those responsible for the Rwandan genocide in which it is estimated
that 800,000 Tutsi and some educated Hutu died. The International Tribunal
arrested 59 persons but to date have actually convicted only 8.

Even human rights NGOs regularly admit that the focus on rights rather
than structural change runs the risk of masking the underlying principles
that initiated the conditions that lead to the abuse. Legal redress is
difficult on both the local and the global levels, and, in some cases, the
focus on human rights has even strengthened neo-liberal policies of
non-intervention that are backed from economic ideals of free-market
economies.

While government agencies resist intervening in the name of neo-liberal
principles when it would seem necessary to do so, these same principles
do not guarantee the calls for autonomy that are parts of struggles to gain
access to or protect resources that have belonged to existing social groups
for centuries. Often focusing on individual abuses rather than collective
oppression, the discourse around human rights has occupied the space
where discussions about collective interest, class consciousness and power
were positioned. Further, as human rights NGOs are beginning to show,
governmental bodies are experts at expounding the evils of human rights
abuses in far-off places, while claiming that their own governments

are abuse free. Calls for human rights protections and corrections by
governments around the globe serve as definitional acts of their own
practices while human rights at home are assumed. There is a geography
of human rights, one that assumes abuses in poorly developed economies
while ignoring or recasting abuse in the highly capitalized states.!*'*>

A The International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR] was housed in Arusha,
Tanzania (the farthest white building)
until 31 December 2015 when the
Tribunal was officially closed

Class discussion

Do all NGOs have a positive
influence on human rights?
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2.4 Conclusion

TOK

Is it possible for scientists

to maintain a detached
relationship with the subject
matter they are investigating?

Our discussion of human rights in
various contexts, claims, agreements
and debates all lead to the grounded
enquiry into their implementation,
and to the access to resources and
protections that the adoption of
human rights promises through the
Declaration and the many treaties
and covenants that have been a
result of their adaptation. The critical
question here, then, is human rights
for whom?

Since the 1940s, there have been many
social movements built around the
tenets of human rights, and NGOs built
around the implementation of human
rights for various stakeholders globally.
This has led to one author’s claim that
human rights are now in a “mid-life crisis”, with changing stratagems and
approaches to gaining access and emphasizing the differences among those
successfully using human rights to gain access to resources and those for
whom human rights means little in terms of challenging exploitation and
enacting social change on a basic level.

y -

Human rights identification, monitoring, social movements and ongoing
debates between concepts of the East and West will continue as long
as no agreement can be reached as to what human rights consist of,

to whom they are directed and what and how they are either put into
practice or thwarted. We are in a period where human rights and the
analysis of human rights have far outdistanced the arguments and
politics around political economy and the place of class, status and
place in local, regional, national, international and global geographies.
The question then becomes whether this has further confused the idea
of human rights or furthered the public awareness of violations and
inequality.

Time will only tell if human rights remain the significant and broad
concept that has taken over the world stage. Once combined with
political economy, for example, it may turn in a new direction that
may challenge the elites that dominate the United Nations in favour of
those subject to structural power and structural violence. As violence
and “people, power and politics” is at the centre of this dialogue in a
rapidly globalizing world, the movement of peoples from exclusion to
inclusion will require fundamental changes in the way that geographic
areas organize social reproduction. The lessons that can be learned from
alternate ways of thinking and seeing provide a context for a human
rights involvement that can make a difference (cf. Kirsch 2006: 25).



2.5 Exam-style questions

1 Discuss the extent to which cultural relativism can be used to justify different

concepts of human rights.

Examiner hints

Responses should include an understanding of cultural
relativism and of individual and collective rights, and an
indication of how these have been used in discussions on
human rights. Responses may also refer to the creation
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR] and
the controversies that have surrounded it. Responses
may also distinguish between cultural relativism and
universal rights.

Arguments that cultural relativism can be used as
justification may include:

e cultural relativism assumes that the practices of
individual cultures represent autonomous rights that
should not be compared to those of other cultures
and the idea can thus be applied to defend many
different practices and concepts of rights

e acultural relativist approach is more successful
than universal approaches, for example, responses
may note that individual rights — on which a great
emphasis is placed in the UDHR — have been
criticized as Western conceptions that have been
forced on non-Western cultures through colonialism
and other forms of coercion
that have often been detrimental to the maintaining
of more collective rights around
the world

e cultural relativism may be more successful than
universal approaches in defending collective human
rights, given its emphasis on people’s shared
experience within
a culture.

Arguments that cultural relativism cannot be used as
justification may include:

e the notion of cultural relativism has been used to
justify controversial cultural practices that infringe
particularly on individuals’ rights, such as honour
killing and female
genital mutilation

e cultural relativism does not allow for cultural
comparisons and may therefore leadto a
misinterpretation of practices within cultures

e universal approaches, in their emphasis on the
similarity of all human beings, may be more
successful in defending individual human rights, due
to their emphasis on the commonality of experience
of all human beings.

Responses should make reference to specific examples.
They could discuss Asian, African or indigenous
conceptions of rights that tend to view human rights in
more collective terms. Responses could also mention
more recent developments in universal rights, such as
covenants and treaties against gender discrimination,
for the protection of migrant workers or in favour of hate
crime laws, and so on.

Responses should include the candidate’s evaluation of
the extent to which cultural relativism can been used as
an argument to defend alternative concepts of individual
and collective human rights.

1
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2 “Human rights covenants and treaties limit development in newly
industrializing economies.” To what extent do you agree with this

claim?

Examiner hints

Responses should include an understanding of the
concept of development and of the nature and intention
of human rights covenants and treaties. Responses
should also show an understanding of what is meant by
newly industrializing economies.

Arguments that human rights covenants and treaties do
limit the development of newly industrializing economies
may include:

e greater monitoring of labour conditions for human
rights reasons has reduced flexibility to organize
labour in the process of industrialization

e trade agreements, agreements between buyers and
suppliers, and self-monitoring by multi-national
corporations often specify the ways in which
commodities can be produced and distributed, and
this places limits on how resources, including labour,
can be implemented

e itcould be argued that many countries became
modern states through a process of industrialization,
and that emerging economies should be allowed to
follow the same path. The process of industrialization
by which many presently developed countries
became prosperous was based on practices, such as
child labour during the Industrial Revolution, which
would nowadays be considered to be violations of
human rights,
and would be condemned and/or forbidden
by environmental standards and international
organizations, such as the World Trade Organization
and the International Labour Organization.

Arguments that human rights covenants and treaties
do not limit the development of newly industrializing
economies may include:

e human rights covenants and treaties are often not
enforced, or are not enforceable, and therefore they
do not limit development

e itis possible to have developmentwithout violating
human rights or environmental standards or treaties;
for example, in recent years there have been efforts
to promote rights-based approaches to development
and sustainability

e these sorts of covenants and treaties do not “limit”
the process of development, but instead “improve”
the process

e although human rights covenants and treaties may
place limits on some aspects of development, they
also facilitate other aspects, such as education,
technology transfer or international cooperation.

Responses should make some reference to specific
examples. Forinstance, candidates could discuss the
process of industrialization in a certain country, such as
in China or India. They could refer to aspects of specific
covenants and treaties, such as to the International
Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966),
the Convention on the Protection of Rights of Migrant
Workers (1990), the Rome Statute (2002) or the Kyoto
Protocol (2005), and evaluate how these aspects have or
have not limited development.

Responses should include the candidate’s evaluation
of whether human rights treaties and covenants limit
development in newly industrializing economies.
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3 “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) is no longer
relevant for dealing with human rights issues in the twenty-first
century.” To what extent do you agree with this claim?

Examiner hints
Arguments that the 1948 UDHR is still relevant may include:

e human rights abuses still persist, so it is needed as much as ever: additional
covenants and treaties have updated the basic tenets expressed in the
UDHR

e itis formulated in non-prescriptive terms so can be adapted to deal with
different sorts of rights

e itisthe basis for further “generations” of rights including ones that address
current concerns such as education and gender equality

e the majority of states are signatories so it is a morally aspirational goal for a
great
many nations.

Arguments that the 1948 UDHR is no longer relevant may include:

e the UDHR s a historic document limited to the vision of the Western states
that created it

e human rights abuses still persist, so has it proved to be ineffectual

e itdoes notinclude contemporary issues like same-sex marriage and gender
rights

e itdoes notcater to the differing concepts of rights held in different cultures

e tstenets are not legally enforceable and this has been shown to limit
their effectiveness.

Responses should include a conclusion on the extent to which you agree with
the claim.
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4 Examine the effectiveness of non-state actors in advancing the
protection of human rights.

Examiner hints
Arguments that non-state actors are effective may include:

e NGOs like Amnesty International are powerful advocates of human rights
in that they can raise awareness of particular cases of abuse through
investigations, the organization of social movements, and through the use
of social media internationally

e NGOs, because of theirindependent nature, can address the effects of
neglectand other human rights abuses in states

e the structures of NGOs have more flexibility than state structures, which
enables them to be quicker in responding to human rights issues

e some IGOs like the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
and the International Criminal Court (ICC) can bypass state sovereignty in
order to uphold and promote human rights.

Arguments that non-state actors are not effective may include:

e the majority of NGOs are not well supported financially, so this limits
their effectiveness

e financial/personal gain motivations of some members of NGOs can be an
issue

e large NGOs working with government agencies may be limited in their ability
to actindependently and to represent local populations

e some international campaigns by non-state actors cannot be effective in all
countries because of differing cultural concepts of human rights

e issues of state sovereignty and power prevent IGOs from bringing
perpetrators of human rights abuses to international institutions of justice
(for example, the United States
and China)

e some non-state actors have no interest in promoting human rights, or they
may even directly challenge the tenets of the UDHR, and have an agenda
that either neglects or doesn’t recognize particular rights (for example,
the Taliban’s renunciation of education for women) — some politically
conservative NGOs actively campaign against others’ perceptions of
human rights (for example, rights to same-sex marriage, or to the use
of contraception to protect against unwanted pregnancy and sexually
transmitted diseases)

e MNCs - forexample, Apple, GE, and organizations like FIFA — make use
of lax labour rights in countries as a way of obtaining cheap labour, often
perpetuating and/or creating dangerous working environments

e some MNCs are also complicit in the denial of rights such as the land rights
of indigenous groups

e well-intentioned campaigns, for example, on social media, may be
inaccurate or misleading, for example, #Kony2012, and may sometimes be
based on faulty or limited information.
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2.5: EXAM-STYLE QUESTIONS

5 Compare and contrast an institutional approach to the ratification
and enforcement of human rights (for example, through the Hague
Courts) with non-institutional approaches (for example, through
human rights NGOs, such as Amnesty International).

Examiner hints

Itis not necessary for the response to be equally balanced between similarities
and differences to achieve the highest marks.

Better answers will demonstrate an excellent understanding of the concept of
human rights; for example they may include references to human rights as often
being regarded as universal, inalienable, equal, and indivisible rights which
people are entitled to purely by being human.

Answers should explore the similarities and differences between an institutional
and non-institutional approach to the ratification and enforcement of human
rights.

Similarities may include:

e both try to actively enforce human rights ideals
e both have controversial aspects

e both have become increasingly media centred

e both interact with government bodies and seats of power at various
geographic levels.

Differences may include:

e non-institutional organizations such as Human Rights Watch or Amnesty
International are often seen to have sufficient influence to have an effect
on human rights policies, whereas institutions tend to have more prestige,
resources or power;

e institutional approaches tend to be more state centred, whereas non-
institutional approaches tend to be more informal or more local

e institutional approaches have to work within systemic frameworks
e there are possible differences in how they are financed.

Candidates may name institutional forums and organizations that consider
human rights beyond those mentioned in the question itself. Examples may
include the Zapatista rebellion, the International Court of Justice, groups such
as Occupy, etc. They may also discuss specific examples of failures of the
particular approaches, for example the fact that none of the major powers have
been brought to the Hague Courts.

The response may sum up with a conclusion on the similarities and differences
between institutional and non-institutional approaches to human rights
ratification and enforcement.
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6 To what extent do the complex realities and relationships of power
in global politics make the concept of human rights an unachievable
ideal?

Examiner hints

Better answers will demonstrate an excellent understanding of the concept of
human rights and the concept of power. They may then discuss whether the
realities of power make the goals utopian rather than realistic.

Arguments that they are unachievable may include:

inherent differences in resources and opportunities
e theyare too idealistic

e theyare unrealistic or impractical

reference to the complex links between political and economic power

the difficulties posed by entrenched belief systems.
Arguments that human rights are achievable may include:

e there has been progress in gaining recognition of human rights, even in
difficult circumstances

e power can be seen to be moving away from the state to grassroots, which
links to the importance of the individual rather than the state in human
rights.

Answers should make reference to specific examples, such as, for instance,

to the fact that 147 countries ratified the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; or they could refer to the
success of polio vaccination programmes, or to MNC demands, for example, for
free trade zones, etc.

Answers may include a conclusion reflecting on how power and human
rights are interlinked, and on the extent to which the complex realities and
relationships of power in global politics make the concept of human rights an
unachievable ideal. They may, for example, conclude that human rights are
aspirational goals, so it does not matter whether they are achievable or not.
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There are many definitions of development,
imparted by the beliefs and goals of those
defining it. In an advanced capitalist society,
such as the United States or Western Europe,

the mainstream definitions of development
generally reflect the way, and include the social
conditions, in which those capitalist economies
grew. If you are a mother living in an indigenous
community concerned about the fate of the

land and culture that your community and

your ancestors have based their lives on, then
development can have a very different set of
goals. If a country is newly industrializing, for
example, China and India, and the main goal is
to become like the advanced capitalist countries
with strong capitalist economies, then the goals
and actions, embedded in the policies and
politics of the government and industries, will be
different.

Definitions of development reflect the social
systems that they represent. The differing
definitions of development are generated by
interest groups, and often present conflicts and
disagreements among and within countries and
communities. A good example of the causes of
internal strife are the dams of India, some of the
largest in the world, which have been created
by government policy to provide water for the
agricultural industry but in the meantime are
literally submerging thousands of indigenous
villages that have depended on the rivers for
centuries. The political power of the villagers
cannot compare with the halls of government,
yet they have been able to mount a significant

resistance to the powers that threaten their

very ability to survive. They have mounted an
international defence, taking the government to
court and arguing their position in the centres of
power located in New Delhi, Paris and New York.

For our purposes, we will be using the broader,
more encompassing definition of development,
which includes the “people, power and politics”
focus of the course. This is in line with a broader
perspective that is becoming more popular,

and includes the human and environmental
dimensions, as seen in measuring indexes such
as the Happy Planet Index (HPI) and Genuine
Progress Indicator (GPI).

At a very basic level, development can be defined
as a continuous rise in the living standards

and well-being of a social organization. At the
global level, the universality of the quest for
development is shown by the fact that all societies,
states and communities aim to best promote their
well-being. The means to pursue this goal includes
everything from the elimination of poverty to the
provision of healthcare, education and food.

This unit examines what development means,
how it can be analysed and what may stand in
the way of the comprehensive well-being of
people, communities and countries. The debates
surrounding development will be examined,
noting the differences in definitions and what
those differences represent. Each may have their
own goals for individuals, communities, states
and global geographies, just as each may come
from differing interests and biases.

Key questions
1 Whatdowe mean by "development"?

2 Who defines "development’?

3 How do we define "development” for contemporary global politics?
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3.1 The role of “development” in global politics

A The logo of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF])
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Introduction

Capitalism is the dominant social/economic system in the world today.
Because of this position and the power that it generates, capitalism'’s
functioning and development provide the most influential definitions

of development in common use. The advocates of capitalism have
obtained the power to promote their vision and ideas for the definition of
development.

From classrooms to the institutes of public policy-making (that is, the
World Bank (WB), the US Agency for International Development (USAID),
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and many other agencies —

both government and non-government — based around the world),
development is primarily defined as the growth and the accumulation of
capital, and many of the theories that we now find in textbooks about
development reflect this goal.

Unlike other ideas of development that may emphasize the well-being of
communities, the health of peoples or the stability of cultures, capitalism
requires its own growth to survive, regardless of the effects or the results
of its needs on communities, nations and whole populations. This

results in some confusing contradictions: while, for example, the United
States is one of the most capitalist-intensive countries in the world, it is
ranked 37" in the provision of healthcare for its citizens and 28" in the
number of 4 year olds in early childhood education — and 14" among
the 37 countries that form the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD). The percentage of the children of parents
without higher education experience who will attend college in the

US is only 29 per cent, among the lowest of OECD countries; Korea,
followed by Japan, Canada and the Russian Federation are the top
countries whose populations have attained tertiary education, as of 2010.
Iceland spends the most on education per gross national product (GNP),
while Luxembourg, Switzerland, Germany and the Netherlands top the
charts for expenditures on teachers’ salaries.! Cuba, one of the poorest
nations on earth, has been ranked by the United Nations Organization
for Education, Science and Culture (UNESCO) as first on international
mathematics and reading tests.?

These rankings mean that there are profound global differences in
development goals, such as education, and these differences are
prominent in the definitions of development that are employed by
governments and policy-makers.

This does not mean that all development goals in capitalist societies

are directed only at the growth of capital. There are many different
stakeholders and spheres within any complex society, and they may have
their own goals for development within the context of capitalism. For
example, many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) promote the
well-being of people in their definitions of development.
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The Millennium Development Goals, established by the United Nations
Millennium Summit in 2000, emphasized eight worldwide objectives,
from the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, to the combating
of HIV/AIDS, to the establishing of a global partnership for development.
These objectives, however, were criticized for not taking into account
inclusive social goals for development, and they heavily depended on the
World Bank, the IMF and the African Development Bank Group (AfDB),
among others, all of which are organizations with goals derived from
capitalist development.

The most cited definitions of development are therefore focused on

the growth of capitalist societies, and the goals of development are the
expansion of capital. Without these goals, as David Harvey, a prominent
anthropologist and economist tells us, and many of the most well-
known economists agree, the capitalist system would collapse. Because
of the requirements of its economic system, capitalist economic systems
require a growth rate of at least 3 per cent per year for it to function
without generating crises.’

Also, populations necessarily need to be able to reproduce, and to
remain healthy. Education may be more important in one era of
capitalism than another (a good example is the period after Sputnik,
when the US was competing with the Soviet Union on science-related
issues, and money available for education was plentiful). The National
Institutes of Health (NIH) in the United States provide billions of dollars
in health research, and the pharmaceutical industry is an important part
of capitalist development. As we are witnessing today, however, when
capitalist enterprises find it cheaper to find labour overseas than to train
domestic workforces, the provision of money drops for public education
and healthcare, which is viewed by policy-makers as an unnecessary
burden on capital expenditure.

Development in global politics: Links with other units

Each of the four units in this course has an impact on all of us as
individuals and communities, and also on states and global politics at
large. They affect the way that complex political, social, economic and
cultural issues evolve — both within the confines of state borders and
in the increasingly interconnected world. While each of these units is
a complete field of study in itself, it is interesting to note that a thread
of connectivity links them together in one way or another.

A closer look at the comprehensive and humanistic understanding
of development (encompassing economic growth, along with human
development and sustainable development) in a globalized world
makes two facts evident:

1 Development is a universal and basic aim for individuals,
communities, states and the world. Although the term may hold
different meanings for different people, all have a common interest
in promoting its advancement.

2 Our definition of development is related to many other key concepts,
such as security, peace, conflict, human rights and even gender
equality. This overlap is evident in the words of Helen Clark (former

Thinking and social skills

View the film Drowned Out,
where villagers in India
have vowed to drown with
their village as the dams
redirect water over their
land and living spaces.
Have a class discussion

on the differences in the
definitions of development
portrayed by its major
characters. Is there a right
and a wrong here? What
of the communities that
are being submerged in the
name of development and
of the industries that are
benefiting from the
redirection of water?
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A Helen Clark served three terms as
the Prime Minister of New Zealand,
from December 1999 to November
2008
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Prime Minister of New Zealand and Administrator of the United
Nations (UN) Development Program (UNDP)):

[A] more peaceful world would not be possible without stable societies, more
prosperous communities, and universal respect for the human rights of all
people... Ever since 1945, the UN has linked the three pillars of its mandate
— peace, human rights, and development. That has helped to broaden the
focus on development... the common understanding of development [has
shifted] from a narrow economic concept to one which is broad, people-
centred, and multidisciplinary. Pioneering UN Conferences... were successful
in making human rights, conflict resolution, environmental stability, gender
equality and peace and peace-building integral to what the UNDP considers
today to be sustainable human development.*

Clark rightly notes that in order to have peace and security, it is
imperative to have a stable and prosperous society and universal

respect for human rights, based on the tenets of sustainable human
development. Peace, human rights and sustainable human development
are interlinked and have an impact on one another. For instance, respect
for gender equality can help foster development. An interesting example
of this is Japan — a developed country, with a low ranking in the Global
Gender Index. It has often been mentioned that the increased inclusion
of Japanese women into the workforce would help boost productivity
and Japan’s economic revival. In contrast, the absence of one variable

is also likely to have an impact on another. For example, poverty,

rising inequality, hunger and other issues related to underdevelopment
can prove to be perfect breeding grounds for conflict, thereby

marring peace.

Power, sovereignty and development

Power is often linked with the possession of resources — military,
natural, human or economic — and most of the powerful, resource-
rich countries such as the US and China are either developed or
firmly set on the path of development. These powerful countries
also have the capacity to take away the resources they may need for
their own development from other resource-rich countries. China’s
inroads into Africa for resources, for example, are well known and
documented. Beijing’s use of soft power or “charm offensive” has
also been successtul in aiding its development goals. Similarly, the
Iraq war has been called a resource war by many analysts, fought not
really to find weapons of mass destruction, but for energy security
needed by the advanced capitalist countries.®

The changing nature of state sovereignty can also be found to be
related to development. In an era of globalization, the significance

of international and regional organizations cannot be understated

or underestimated. While these organizations are known to have an
eroding effect on the traditional conceptualization of state sovereignty,
there is also a clear realization that membership in such groupings aids
and assists development. Free trade agreements, treaties, and investment
opportunities supported by these organizations are all examples of
how countries can spur their own development through pooling

their sovereignty. Similarly, transnational issues such as terrorism,
climate change, pollution and disease cannot be managed by states
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independently and thus restrict state sovereignty. At the same time,
these cross-border problems need to be tackled in order to pursue the
goals of development.

Development and peace and conflict

In considering the twin concepts of development and peace and conflict, for
instance, it can be noted that most ongoing conflicts in today’s world are
taking place in underdeveloped or developing parts of the world.

The Global Peace Index 2014 survey results showed that Europe
remained the most peaceful region and Denmark, Austria, New Zealand
and Switzerland ranked among the most peaceful countries. At the
bottom of the index were Syria, South Sudan, Afghanistan, Iraq and
Somalia. All these are struggling with the ills of underdevelopment

and are ridden with hunger, poverty, income inequalities and lack

of basic amenities. This snapshot is enough proof that poorer and
underdeveloped countries are more prone to conflict.

The index also reveals some more interesting points, citing a recent
OECD report that states that economic growth in the 1980s has not
benefited everyone equally. As much as 40 per cent of people have not
seen any fruits of this development. This in turn has led to a weakening
of the social fabric and a waning trust in institutions.®

500 MILLION
PEOPLE LIVEIN
COUNTRIES AT RISK
OF INSTABILITY
AND CONFLICT

200 MILLION OF THEM
LIVE BELOW THE
POVERTY LINE

INSTITUTE toR
ECONOMICS

& PEACE

visionofhumanity.org

A The Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP)

7 of the top 10 most
peaceful countries
are European =

US$13.6
TRILLION
Violence costs
13.3% of the
world's GDP

N
State of peace

Very high
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Development and human rights

Another significant link exists between development and human rights.
Sustainable development requires a continuous care for human rights.

83




DEVELOPMENT

A Members of the United Nations Security
Council vote on sanctions against North
Korea, 2016

TOK

To what extent do the concepts
that we use shape the
conclusions that we reach?
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The European Commission (EC) notes:

They have the same ultimate objective to improve human well-being and
freedom, based on the inherent dignity and equality of all people. Human
rights and development policies and strategies are mutually reinforcing and
complementary. Whereas development will focus on social welfare and on
economic growth, human rights established a universally accepted legal regime
that conceptualizes rights in terms of “duty bearers” and “rights holders.””

There could be several examples establishing this connection. Countries
associated with human rights abuses are likely to suffer setbacks in the
process of development. This is in keeping with the view that economic
sanctions can be an effective tool in reducing human rights violations.
Many aid donor countries use the carrot-and-stick policy and base

their assistance on the condition that the recipient country has a good
human rights and rule of law record. Human rights abuses in countries
such as North Korea, Somalia, Sierra Leone and Sudan have led the
international community to impose economic sanctions, reduce or cut
off aid and take similar measures that hamper development.® Similarly, a
favourable record in human rights is an important requirement in order
to receive foreign direct investment or establish trade connections.

Development and key concepts

Before we begin our discussion of the multifaceted and fascinating field
of development and its many forms, it is prudent to first understand
each of the major concepts set out to form a base for this unit and their
relationship with the subject of development. These key concepts are:
globalization, inequality and sustainability.

The term development was conventionally used in the context of
economic growth or technological advancement. Today, it is a more
multidimensional and dynamic concept involving social, economic,
political and cultural changes, as well as the remodelling of society.

For development to occur, it is important that economic growth also
translates into an improved quality of life for people in every area of
society, bringing in a human dimension to its understanding. At the
same time, it also has to be sustainable — that is, planned well enough to
ensure that the needs of the future generations are taken care of as well.

Globalization

Globalization can best be described as the interconnectedness and process
“by which the peoples of the world are incorporated into a single world
society”.” In simpler terms, globalization can be defined as the increasing
interdependence among countries, regions and peoples due to the
integration of trade, culture, finance, people and ideas in one global
marketplace.

It is no surprise that any development in one part of the world has
repercussions on another. For example, a financial crisis in Asia has an
adverse impact not just on Asian economies, but also beyond. Similarly,
human rights violations in one state could have repercussions on
neighbouring states, for example, an influx of refugees. The impact of the
reach of social media and Internet incorporates ideas and goods across
borders and creates a kind of cultural globalization.



3.1: THE ROLE OF “DEVELOPMENT” IN GLOBAL POLITICS
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A Whatis globalization and what are its benefits?

If globalization does connect the world closely, it is bound to have an impact
on all facets of development. The effect is both positive and negative.

On the positive side, transnational problems, such as environmental
pollution, climate change and the threat of terrorism, all of which
are impediments to the goal of sustainable human development, can
be managed and handled more effectively. Globalization sometimes
provides a wider market, more jobs and higher profits for countries,
bolstering development.

At the same time, there are several disadvantages. It can mean loss

of jobs for people in countries with a high cost of living as factories

and manufacturing units are shifted to underdeveloped countries that
provide cheaper labour and materials. At the same time, while this may
mean more employment opportunities in underdeveloped countries,
there is a great likelihood of the exploitation of local labour, including
working conditions that present a threat to life.

Inequality

Reduction in inequality is a major challenge for the international
community. According to a report prepared by the UNDP entitled
“Humanity Divided: Confronting Inequality in Developing Countries”,
income inequality increased on average by 11 per cent in developing
countries from 1990 to 2010, taking into account the population size.
More than 75 per cent of the population lives in societies where income
is more unequally distributed than it was in the 1990s. The report states
that beyond a certain threshold, inequality harms growth, poverty
reduction, the quality of relations in the public and political spheres of life
and an individual’s sense of fulfilment and self-worth. In a global survey
conducted for this report, policy-makers acknowledged that inequalities
in their countries are a threat to long-term social and economic
development.'?

There are a wide range of views on how inequality affects the process of
development. According to one, the process of globalization will ultimately
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benefit the underdeveloped or developing countries. Changes such as free
trade and open markets, along with the culture of liberal democracy will
only add to the prosperity, progress, growth and well-being of less fortunate
people.'! A few others have an opposite point of view, according to which
development does not necessarily translate into inequalities in societies or
between states. The rich continue to get richer at the expense of the poor,
and large organizations, such as multi-nationals, are the real winners as
whole populations become losers in the global scheme.

///}2 &
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Sustainability

The term sustainability simply means ensuring that present actions to
improve the lives of human beings and the environment should endure
for future generations. This involves a prudent and optimal use of
limited resources to ensure that the needs of growing populations are
met. This would include meeting a number of challenges, such as the
provision of clean energy for all without damaging the environment,
the provision of food, nutrition, health, clothing and shelter for all, the
inclusive and equitable quality of education, gender equality, energy
security, productive employment for everyone or the eradication of
poverty.'? The United Nations” Sustainable Development Knowledge
Platform recommends that

poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting sustainable
patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing the
natural resource base of economic and social development are the overarching
objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development.

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
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A brief history of development

The history of discussions and debates around contemporary development
does not go back too far in time. The beginnings can be traced back to the
time after the Second World War — around the 1950s — which marked the
end of colonization and the beginning of the Cold War. The world was
divided into two camps