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MYP Japanese Portfolio

Welcome to your Japanese Portfolio. This resource will help you turn your Japanese course into a
personal journey and prepare you fully for the final assessments. The Japanese portfolio is designed to
be used on a daily basis as you develop your Japanese language proficiency.

What is the MYP Japanese Portfolio ?

The MYP Japanese course is an organic course. You will learn vocabulary, grammar, syntax, skills and
cultural facts throughout the various units that your teacher presents. While the course is open-ended,
there are a wide range of themes and topics that zust be covered and that are the same for all languages.

The following are the MYP Language Acquisition themes and topics presented in this Portfolio :

Identities Orientationin | Personal and Scientific | Globalization | Fairness and
and space and time cultural and and development
relationships expression technical | sustainability
innovation
Personal Daily routine Leisure Transport Education Social issues
attributes
Personal Neighbourhood | Holidays and Media The Climate
relationships tourism workplace
Eating and Physical Festivals and | Technology | Environment
drinking geography celebrations
Physical Entertainment Global issues
well-being

Since the acquisition of a new language is an ongoing and organic process, you are encouraged to develop
your personalized Japanese Portfolio. The development of a Portfolio is 7o an MYP requirement but
will help you a great deal as you expand your knowledge and understanding of spoken and written
Japanese and as you undertake progressively more complex readings, writings and oral presentations.

In this Portfolio, your course has been divided up into six themes and twenty topics. For each topic a
number of questions have been suggested. The questions range from basic to complex and you are
encouraged to answer each one of these questions whilst using the vocabulary and grammar that you
learn in your lessons.

This process of answering many questions allows you to familiarize yourself with the topic-specific
vocabulary, to revise and practise the grammatical concepts learned and to provide personalized answers
in writing and speaking. The creative nature of the Portfolio also allows for differentiation, where you
can challenge yourself to provide detailed answers, to explore grammatical variations (eg tenses) and to
set minimum requirements for yourself (eg “use at least three adjectives”).

The table on page 4 shows you the various applications of this Portfolio.



Applications of the | Writing Listening Read Individual

Portfolio (Paper 1) | Comprehension | Comprehension Oral
(Paper 2) (Paper 2)

Coverage of all the N N N|

course topics

Vocabulary practice N N N

Grammar practice v \ N

Writing practice v v

Speaking practice )

Listening practice N

Combining Portfolio v V

paragraphs will lead

to almost complete

responses

Cultural N N ) 3

understanding

By the time you reach the end of the course, you will have a complete set of questions and answers that

will, in vatrious forms, be tested in the various assessments.

How do I use my MYP Japanese Portfolio ?

This Portfolio contains a comprehensive list of questions and answer options that have been grouped by

theme and by topic.

Your task is to :

find the questions that you cover as you progress through the course. For example, once you have covered
part or all of the topic of “Eating and Drinking”, you should consult the Portfolio section on this topic;
study the vocabulary and the grammar related to the topic in question before attempting to answer all the
relevant questions;

study the many answer options that have been given and select the ones that apply to your personal
situation. From these options, construct your answers in a personalized manner. For example, when you
describe yourself, simply select the features that correspond with what you look like. Of course, you are
free to add more features or to change what needs to be changed;

practise your writing but also your speaking : read the questions and the answer options out loud, draft
your answer paragraph and learn how to say that paragraph;

keep up to date with your course. As soon as you have covered a certain topic, or parts thereof, you
should work on the corresponding questions. This will prevent your independent work from building up
beyond manageable levels. Always remember that a new language is learned on a daily basis, not on the

eve of the examination ...



e add your own additional questions at the end of each section. We do not claim to have produced an
exhaustive list of questions;

e progtess from the English/Japanese section (Patt 1) to the Japanese-only section (Part 2).

Portfolio example

When you are being asked : « Can you describe your house/flat 2» (Question 14), you must not simply say
that your house is big or small or that your flat has five rooms. In order to fully exploit this question and
show how much you have learned in Japanese, you should differentiate between :

e whether your home is a house, an apartment, a chalet, a mansion

e whether your home is big or small

e whether your home is modern or not

e whether your home is near the city centre, in the suburbs or in the countryside
e whether there is one floor or more than one floor

e whether there is a garden or not

e whether there is a view of the mountains or of the town

e how many rooms there are in your home

e which rooms there are in your home

° etc.

When describing your home, why not include a photo in your write-up, Powerpoint presentation or blog
entry ? Be as creative and artistic as you can when working on your Portfolio — it is there for you to
enjoy !

Possible formats of your Portfolio

Eventually your Portfolio will become a summary and a record of your language-learning experience. It
is something you should celebrate and be proud of, so think of a way in which you can fully express
yourself and revise best for your assessments.

Some options include :

e using an exercise book to prepare your answers in writing;
e working on a word-processed Portfolio;

e developing a blog;

e creating Powerpoint presentations;

e producing short video clips;

° etc.

Your teacher may also ask you to produce a combination of the above (and other) options.

The addition of visuals to some of the responses will provide a great creative touch and will, in many
cases, also aid recognition and recollection of these responses. Furthermore, you may occasionally
present parts of your Portfolio to your classmates, either as practice or as an assessment.



Remember, in order to stand out from the crowd and fully explore your linguistic ability, you must
produce answer paragraphs that have a range of vocabulary, grammar and cultural content. Don’t be
satisfied with one-word answers — they will not earn you good grades and they will limit the
communication that you must establish with your audience.

Good luck !
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A. IDENTITIES AND RELATIONSHIPS
TAT T 4T 4— & BEM:

CONTENT
Al AIE20WT p-9
A2. AO p. 38
A3. fa~pyr p. 50

A4,  RofH p- 69




A.l. Personal attributes

AIZDUNT




1. Can you describe your house/flat ?
B0 RIiE EAGETTD,
My house |is very big
My flat T, ETH KEL
ORI quite small
byt INE LY
rather modern
Hy & FALZWTE - EZ42 - 5455
old
1A
spacious
[GLY
comfortable
WS ZHEALWY
quiet
L9h
new
wLL
situated at about twelve kilometres from the city centre
located FH50HRLAMNG ©<12%0O
~IZHYFET, in a beautiful neighbourhood
(use it instead of T9) | ELWVE hAZT LS
in the centre of the city
O HLA
near my school
FADZER DA<
My house | has a small garden
My ﬂj\t -AHYET., | *not translated INEWZh
FLORIE balcony
N)La=—
garage
BZ (LeD)
veranda
RSUH
terrace
TR
two floors
i) 5
three
=2m

**only one floor

—RE T (Lo DWVET) T,

**Use ‘T9’ as sentence-ending instead of

DHYEY

10




A.4. Physical well-being
YOV

11



2. What was wrong the last time you were ill or didn’t feel well ?

Al [l

ATz

VEHIRE-TEE, EIRDEDN-1-TTh,

The last time
AIEl (TAHM
Ly) /RIS

I wasill

WAV LSRRz
=,

I didn't feel well
INB &S5 LHEHEM
Sl=&E,

I had to miss school
I EREKREFLG TN
EE otz &,

I had a bad headache

I | BF-FEHS Wb o=TT,

felt nauseous

KEFEN HEMOTT,

felt dizzy and disoriented

%T:$b§ zS\'B/S\'B in L/T:o

had a sore throat

DER W=h>=TF,

had a stomach ache

Blamnh W=h-of-TT,

couldn’t get out of bed

Ny khn HohFHEATLE,

had to go and see the doctor
BLL»IAIZ ThEBEFNIERY FLEATL,
couldn’t sleep all night

Keo& hbohFEHATLT

was seasick

SlEkly Tl

had spent too much time in the sun
fzW&kSI2 H-YFEFELT

the doctor ordered me to stay at home
BLLeZTAIE RIZ WEELIIT EEWLWFELT,
my fever lasted for three days

=B (H#oHA) RBDOA EEFELT,

there was a virus going around

MED [FP-oTULVELT,

my mother got very worried

FORIE &TH LAIEWLLEL,

12




B. ORIENTATION IN SPACE AND TIME
ZEEI B L ORFEIVALE D

CONTEN :

B1. HEEFE (5L &5€0LHD) p- 80

B.2. EMkE p-85

B3. HF (50H) p. 107

13



B.1. Daily routine

BELE

14



3. At what time do you ... ?

&

?

On weekdays
ASD5MAIC

On schooldays
FROBI

On Sundays
HEERIC

During the weekend
BRI

During the holidays
KRADBIZ/MRBIZ

FhlE

(usually)
f=LvTLY
(normally)
A5D5
(always)
o3

like to
- DAFETY,

wake up

EEd (BFd) E2F
FY

get up
BEB/BEETFET

get dressed
3

AL #E

BMNZ B/ 5 EEMN
AFEY

**If end with + - -
DHIFETY, use
dictionary form.

at 6 o’clock

6 B%(Z

at 7.30 in the morning
B 7 RH(C

just before breakfast
BHIFADSE &£ o LI (I2)
as late as possible
TEHEFEEL
around noon

RZA

after lunch
RZIZADE (T)

at 2 pm

Fi& 2 BF(C

in the afternoon

Fi&

in the early evening
Fhit=

straight after dinner time
FAZIEADE (T)
late in the evening
w"mEE£< (U2)

just before I go to bed
bbb Lo &R (I2)

15




B.3. Physical geography

i (L Y)

16



4. Can you describe your home country/<country name> ?
HiEt=0OE (BDORF) ITD2WT, 2L TLEELY,

My country

FDOEIE

<country name>
(Bn&wD (X

is a big country in Central Europe

-+ = TY, A—0 v/ \DFAFRIZHEIKRELE
one of the largest countries in South-East Asia
HE7O7C—& (WBIEA) KEGEO—D
a small country bordered by Holland, Germany and France
TSURERAVETSUVRDERY DINSTEE
a beautiful country on the eastern coast of South America
Bm7AUBDERIDICHLIELVE

has plenty of mountains, rivers and plains

- HYVFET, | ZLOWUWDNOEF (A) A

many agricultural regions

K ESADDS E L SHLNEN

the most beautiful beaches in the world
EHNT—HFEXLLEN

a population of x million

*X BAADOAOMN (*you can only put 1-9 for X)

a wide variety of cultural and natural attractions
Z2<DLwHLOXE (RAM) LLEADOR (FEZH) B

17




C. PERSONAL AND CULTURAL EXPRESSION

{E AHYZRIR & S BRYFEIR

C.1.
C.2.
C3.
C4.

ZES
KB
BEY LITH
Lo

CONTEN :

p-113
p- 134
p- 153
p- 161

18




C.1. Leisure
e

19



5. What do you like to do in your spare time ?
OEREE, BRTIIMET D OPGFETT

In my spare time
[OEFAN 53

I like to
FAUE - -
I often
AT ELS - - - FF,

¢ @Zﬁﬁ}% ‘/C“‘?_o

play football

Yoyh—%&95 (LFEI)

listen to music

BEZHEC (HEFEY)

watch TV

TLEERD (RFEY)

go for long walks

NAXUT%9%H (LEY)

draw or paint

krend (BhEFET)

work out in the gym
DLTOAMESITS (SAESLEY)
read blogs online

Ao3—3y bTITRTEHRD GHFET)

I enjoy

L (- - -+ verb
dictionary form) @ %% L &
F9/Noun ZELAFET,

I spend a lot of time
FAIX(- - - + verb dictionary
form) DIZEEZ- SA
DMLVET /Noun [CEEREI % 1=
CEADIDVET,

going out with my friends

KIEH EHNT 5

reading detective novels

TV D& FEL

window-shopping

V4 RUvaveEr s

hanging out with my friends at a coffee shop
KlEbEEo & ETTIF

sleeping

5

Because of my studies I don’t have a lot of spare time, but whenever I can I talk with my parents

and my brother.

FFRDT=OIZ, FAUXHE D OFERKFMAH D FHAN, TELETV 2B ER/BEFHELTNET,
I also like to take my dogs for a walk and I enjoy doing crosswords or playing computer games.

FAT W E S AFIZONTIT-720 |

JHaAT— K& LD,

AV a—H—F—LETHDOHIFETT,

I don’t read a lot but I try to watch all the latest movies.
FAIHEVARZFGHAETAR, HILOVAWEHZ TELRT S SARLEIITLTHET,

20




D.SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INNOVATION
FEEB L UEiT D S5

CONTEN :
D1. & p.171
D2 AF47 p.182

D3. F4/BY— p. 191

21



D.1. Transport

22



6. Which means of transport do you prefer and why ?
HElE EO RBLPLEZAN

FETID,

EnFESLTTI D,

I prefer to travel
E- - - RITTHDOH
MNIFETY,

by car
T B

bicycle
BETAHE

on foot
HNT (HBHULT)

because
BERS,

it is fast and convenient
HBLTRAYTI DG,

you don’t get wet when it rains
MOFF., ShFEHEAN L,

you can listen to music

BE%E BKIENTEFTI MDD,

it is very healthy

ETHIFAT ST M,

I enjoy the open air

NOERZELAEFT I D,

I can stop when and where I want

WDOTH WFELGEIC LFIIENTEEFINDL,

I enjoy the exercise

FESAESEZELAFT D,

I can take photos along the way

. £S5, BE (LvLA) 2EHTENTEFE
IThi,

it allows me to get away from traffic

CAITDOML IZIFHIEN TEFEIHDL,

23




E. GLOBALIZATION AND SUSTAINABILITY
7 a—V b & FEgerTREE

CONTEN :
El %A p.196
E2. HB  ( p. 230
E3. I3 p. 242
E4. HiBRASE p. 251

24



E.l1. Education

HE (&0 <)

—

4

25



Where do you go to school ?
HEIEEZDERITITOTLET A,

I go to school *at the International School of <...>
FlE- - - () T2TVE |IT/D | - - - AVE3—F 23 FIILRI—L
ERS the American School of <...>

I am a student 2 TRAYVAVARI =

K- - (D) H£ETT, the British School of <...>

- JUT4vaRrRI—)L
the <...> International School
AV —F a3 FILRY—L
a private school in <town/city>
(BT - #ATDLHE) DFAIL (LY D) DFEK
a government school in <town/city>
(BT - BBHDER) DAL (Z25YD) OER
an IB school in <town/city>
(BT - HDLFD O IBRI—IL
about five kilometres from my home
RN B 5F0CHDDOER

in <town/city>, far from my home
2/ D (BT - MHDAHD) T. FADRERMN 5E L DFR

abroad

B DER

across the border, in <town/city>
EoEML o (B - BHDLRD) DFEHR

*For 'at', in this case, 'IZ' is most appropriate, and for 'of', '®' is most appropriate.

(KIZfT->TWET or * 4 & T9 would be appropriate).

26




8. Can you describe your school ?
HE-DERIZTOVTHATLIESY,

My school
FDERIE

-Gj—o

modern

FALZWH TSV

quite small

by by

very big, with over 500 students
FEAVLEDEENINT, ETHEXREN
one of the oldest in the city/country

B /B OHFTOLEIFATVERD—D
very traditional

ETHTAESH (TE)

a boarding school

ELlw CFR

an international school
AVE—FaFILRI—)L

the only international school in the city
MT —2EHFOAE—F2aFILRY—I
a private school/ government school
AL (LYD) DERA/BIL (25YD) DEK
an IB school

BRI —)L/EELAABA LT

very expensive

ETEEL

well-equipped

ETHLEDUDLWY

the best in the region

HWET—F (LWBIEFA) LW

a United World College
AFATYRI—=ILRALYD

situated on a beautiful campus on the outskirts of the

city

COMNIH-T, ELLVFrY IR
located in the city centre

2L NN

27




HEEIFEA, ZRETEDS MM Y FTH,

How long does it take you to get to school in the morning ?

It usually takes me
f=LhTLY - -

" 75\75\ l‘) i_d-o

twenty minutes
—t+4

half an hour
=+4

forty-five minutes
m+H 5

one hour

— B4R

an hour and a half

— B 3

to get to school
FRICESCET

to reach my school
FRET

I leave home at
Bl - - - ICRZHT.

seven o’clock
trF

seven thirty
tE

and I arrive at
- ITETEET,

eight fifteen
AN o )

ten past eight
INEF+59

I walk to the bus station, I take the bus to the city, and then I walk for ten minutes to reach
my school.

FENRTWETES T, NATHETHT., +9FVTERICEETET .

When the weather is nice, I cycle to school. It takes me about twenty minutes.

RENVWEF, FAFETAETERANTEET, FU0VEVL T+ oY FT,

I live in a boarding school so I can walk from my room to the classes.

HEZFLp KCERICZEATOEITIG, BENOEEFEFTHLIENTEET,

In order to get to school in the morning, I first cycle for ten minutes to the bus stop.
BERIZTLE=OIC, FTRETABETAEICE ST, NATWETHTEET,

I lock my bicycle and take the bus into town.

ZLT. BCTAEIIHEEZNTT, BIETNARIZRY ET,

From the bus station I walk for eight minutes and I arrive at school.

NATWWD S, FAFNDSNWTERICEEZET,

When it rains I sometimes take a taxi, but these are very expensive !

MRS D TS, FAFEZTEZTFVI—IZRYFIN, ThiFETEEHLNTT !

28




E.3. Environment

IRiE

Go—

29



10. What do you do to help protect the environment ?
BTz, DAZTEIZFLHOITMELETH,

In order to help protect the make sure I pick up all my trash

environment, I EHAECHEVDAVET,

NDAZEELDZFEDLD-HIC, FlE. | became a member of my school’s environmental club
EROMNAZTELI VT TDAN—IZIEYFE LT,

help create awareness in my town
BIOANDWLEZEH D (FhHD) FOLEVELET,
participate in beach/forest clean-ups

BHEMK (LAYVA) OFSLICEANLET,

never use plastic bags
TSRAFIIDALAH/EZ—ILARL D EHE>VDIIDOMVERA,
recycle newspapers

FRZUVHAOILLET,

go to school by bicycle

EFRICBETAETRVET (Oh&WVETD)

11. Which environmental problems are there in your town/city ?
HIET-DE /EBHICIEXEAGIHAZT LI HATZVLDLHY FIhH,

In my home town | we have a problem with traffic

FADHET(E Rl (2523) DHLAEELWDLHYET,

there is too much traffic
RBELWS3T-LWHAVELNTT,

there are no cycling paths

BTAEER (LTAL®ES ) IHYFEFA.

the air pollution is very bad

AKRBEEA (EFWEEEA) BVENTT,

people litter a lot

ARMEHZETZSATTET,

there is a lot of light pollution

ZLORE (25H8LY) S UHhYDHRLDLHY F£T,
we consume too much energy on street lighting
BOERICIRLF—ZEDONNTEET,

very few people use public transport
COHOEELIDKBEENAZDIONIANETHLHINTT,
there is no recycling plant for plastic
TSRAF90%#IVHAILTEHIH (Z25L&£5) BHYELEA,
we can not recycle paper

F=BIEH (BH) ZTUHAIILTEHEIENTEFEE A,

30




PART 2

Part 2 of this Japanese Ab Initio Portfolio contains all the same questions as Part 1, with the only
difference being that you will now not find any English questions and answers — only the Japanese
versions of all the questions and answers from Part 1.

Once you have practised the questions and answers in Part 1, using the English support, proceed to this
second part so that you familiarize yourself with the characters without the help of the English
translations.

Remember that in your final assessments there will be no English either, so it is essential that you
recognize, understand and master all these characters without any support given.

I HAI, WAKARIMASHITA

'd:lo\s bt’\ l') i L/f:o

31
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A. IDENTITIES AND RELATIONSHIPS
TAT T 4T 4 — & BEM:

CONTENT
Al AlE2nT p. 285
A2. AO p. 304
A3. APl p. 311
A4, RofR p. 323

33



A.3.

BRE0D EMRAHY




1. HEflFx F& (22 ® (&5)

RAIZ2BR5D2HYTIH,

F& (23D /
' (£B)

FhlE

Japanese.

C o ERAND RT) 2BYTY,

*For soup, we use ‘BX&’ in

AT—FEFYTR

B4
N—H—=ETSAKRTFE/ITLUOFITSA
2—7

Ay TON/HAYTX—FKIL/AVARE Y FS5—
P

F—RXETYLAIL—LDINAA
S LENET—DF—R F
Lo EnNFF

S ECIFA

BlzFY

BRAEDS

T—AY

ZI1E

Z5HA

S EA

S L&

EAMD

TARD

5L D

<add traditional lunch/dinner food from
the target culture(s)>

2. RELGEHMTEHEE. MEZBRNEVWTINAZENFTIH.

RELEHMTSEE, R ERRET,
ERRET.

REBERE - - - +ERRZONH

=TT,

Use this instead of B~XZ% 3 at
the end.

N=—H—ETSARKRTF R/ ITLUFTSA
TAO9T Ik
F—Fvuesr—=+
TIL—YINT T
BIL

S ECIFA
BlzFEY
ERAES
AP

zIE

Z5HA

SEA

SLH

EAMD

ThARD
5L S

<add traditional food from the target culture(s)>

35




F. Fairness and development

NIEME &

CONTEN :

F1. H#E=[E (LehrLrLAELY) p. 445
F2. XE(TAZD) p. 452
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F.1. tt
(Lo Aarzly)

37



3. CREIBHEFBALEVELWNT DT H=HIC, HEIX{ZELETH,

— BRI —E.,
—ERIZ =M@,
HALTIERIC
AEB®DO®KIC
LELE

EEFLOLEDTIEELEET,
UOD&ESBAICEBRLDEHITETS,

UTA4TDELETCRSI T4 TELET,
WHALTERLANIZZ EEEZSEZET,

=Bl

REZEB ERMN DS AR—

LT < B, BELYEBESARXLET,
AhLALMNEEZDEZRETES.
EX7y 0TSO —MNsIZEYET,

ESSDEPRAREGE., 2 ONTITEET,

4. HET-DETIL.

B (FALL) DAUVEIEIN, EDLSITHobNETH,

Bl (FALx) ZEoT BRIFY A EDPNRHY T,

I | ASAR—LIZIT>T, Z22DE£L LI LezbETILET,

FLOWZELLWS S LA a=F4—IZAYDTNESIZ, 7

MNLDEE (~AP) ZENWNITEDEFOEVET,

Vo lXATEIZ, | BOAR e VWDHE (XX OWnR) KT BALRT | *o ALY

W,

o e ERICELTTEET, *Word order should be : \»
- BEENEEET, SIEATEIZ, FoANTL
LTl E Lo EDATEACESTET, RYNINAE &=
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The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook covers all the components of this language acquisition course and
provides a step-by-step guide to the various assessments. Each component is broken down into its various parts
and plenty of advice and practice are provided in order to ensure that the student is fully prepared when it matters
most. This workbook focuses on reading, writing, listening and speaking and is supported by online resources on
the author’s website (www.mihunlimited.com).

The introduction of a personal Portfolio helps the student create an ongoing record of their learning and allows
them to manipulate the language according to the assessment tasks, the formats and the criteria. By making
language learning fun and personal, the Ab Initio student will find a great deal of motivation to create, share and
reflect on content and culture in the target language.

Ronny Mintjens

For more information, visit www.mihunlimited.com

To place an order, please contact mihabinitio@gmail.com

ISBN 978-988-78756-6-6
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Also by Ronny Mintjens

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook
See description on page 39

More than a Game

An autobiographical novel about the author’s life in football and in foreign cultures — his journey from
being a footballing toddler in Belgium, then a top division football player in Swaziland and Tanzania, and
finally becoming the national youth team coach of Tanzania and Qatar

A Journey through North Korea

A photographic album highlighting the various aspects of life, society, history, nature, culture and food
in the world’s most fascinating and least understood country. All the photos were taken during the
author’s twenty visits to North Korea

Siri Ya Ndani (“Secrets from the Inside”)

The Swahili version of “More than a Game”, now out of print
5 p

A Chief’s Story
A short story, winner of the ROC-Taiwan 40" Anniversary Writing Contest, Swaziland, 2008

The Winner Within

A motivational short story, unpublished

For more information on any of these titles, contact mihabinitio@gmail.com or visit
www.mihunlimited.com
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