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The first edition of Republic to Reich appeared in 1998. This is a completely revised fourth edition. Much has
changed in the 20 years since the book first appeared.

No one can really dispute historian Adam Tooze’s recent observation that our understanding of Nazi Germany
‘has been transformed over the last twenty years. This transformation is a consequence of both the volume of new
material that has come to light and the work of a new generation of gifted historians who continue to offer new
insights and challenging interpretations based on the evidence. We now know more about this turbulent era than
at any time before, and perhaps now, at last, we are beginning to understand it.

Between 1918 and 1945 momentous forces were at work in modern Germany. Within one generation, the
German people endured defeat in war, an experiment with democracy, which in turn collapsed to be replaced by a
brutal dictatorship, and a second devastating war that left the nation divided and utterly defeated. Although these
events happened in the first half of the twentieth century, their impact has continued to influence the course of
history. These events offer not only a sombre story but also important messages for new generations. The fact that
this text is now in its fourth edition is a reminder that the subject matter is forever relevant.

When asked why they like history, students will almost always answer ‘because it’s interesting’ As teachers, we
take what is past and reanimate it, and through our own enthusiasm and understanding we enthuse others. In the
case of German history from 1918 to 1939 and then the European war that Germany called into being, the task of
triggering that level of interest is made easier by the extraordinary events and personalities of the time. I hope this
new fourth edition of Republic to Reich will be of some assistance to teachers as they face this important task, and
that students will enjoy and benefit from their study of this remarkable period of world history.

James Mason, OAM

9780170410106



ABOUT THIS BOOK

The REFERENCE SECTION at the start of the book contains a
glossary and a brief description of key individuals and groups as easy
reference for readers.

W

KEY FIGURES AND ORGANISATIONS GLOSSARY
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SOURCE STUDIES and HISTORIAN STUDIES appear regularly throughout each INFORMATION BOXES introduce and
chapter. The accompanying activities support the skills of historical analysis and explain key concepts and ideas or

interpretation. related developments.
hvd

SIMON SCHAMA ON THE SOCIAL DISTINCTIONS AT THE OPENING OF The reality of hyperinflation

\

THE ELECTION OF 1919

THE ESTATES GENERAL

SOURCE A: From Friedrich Ebert’s address to the new German parliament, Life became tragicomic. Anyone with access to even a few dollars or pounds steling became a

6 February 1919
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DIAGRAMS are used throughout the
book to summarise complex topics
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IMAGES and EXTRACTS are used throughout the text and can be incorporated
into additional classroom and homework activities. Many of the images and
extracts featured in Republic to Reich have not been used in other student texts.

ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING TASKS
Regular in-chapter activity blocks
build students’ understanding of
content.
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© 01w a e snd o it mark these thee positionson the n - exreme et centr and exreme
ight Piacethe fllowing plticalGerman prtie . the point nthe line tha you feelbest reflcts
the gltica postion n Weimar Gormany
PO KPD DNVP NSDAP Zentum OVP 0DP

3.1 QUESTIONS
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WEBLINKS

‘The Stresemann government came to office a a critical time in the history of the Weimar
Republic. Stresemann's frst major step was to call offthe policy of passive resistance in the Ruh.
“The Erench were in their eighth month of occupation in the Ruhr, the German economy was in
chaos and the currency worthless, and separatist movements in the German states of Bavaria,
Saxony and Thuringia threatened the unity of the republic

e tiagicamic. Anyone with ew dollars or pounds sterln

ernight. But t often pro

passible to change one hundred dollars into German
en the banks did not have enough paper mar

ve required 3 lory to transport the maney. An unskil

arning 530 million eckin

ake home his weekly v

S Taylor, Germany 1d Co, London, 1983, .53

Streseman's first major step was to call of the policy of passive reistance in the Ruh. It was
an act of great political courage and it enraged German nationalists, who sav it as  betrayal of the
nation and its honour. Stresemansfiest major tep was to callof the policy of pasive esistance
in the Ruhr. But for Stresemann the reality of thesituation was that Germany could not begin

to remedy the disastrous economic ituation until the Ru problem was setled, and o setle it

End-of-chapter activity blocks
support content consolidation and
include exam-styled questions.

HSC STYLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

1

o its position and the period of the Weimar
Republic

2 How successful was the Weimar Repubic n dealing with some of the major problems which
confronted it the period 1919-19237

To what decree could ta be argued that the challenges faced by the Weimar Republicfrom 1919 to
1923 came from both within and fram withaut?

Weblinks for Republic to Reich can be found at http://nmh-reich.nelsonnet.com.au
or accessed directly from NelsonNet books.

NELSONNET BOOK
This title has a NelsonNet book.

BIOGRAPHY BOXES introduce key
figures.

GUSTAV STRESEMANN

oneofthe  charm who in politics, as in
business, came I
the facts of a situation and a realstc assessment
of what was possible
Stresemann had supported the manarchy, but
after the republic was proclaimed he accepted
the reaity of the new political situation and
in1907 and in 1917 he became one of it true champions. In 1919 when
lected leader of the  the National L i
National Liberal Pary. Democratic Party (DDP) and the German National

., of the Weimar Republic. Born

Stresemann hag 2 deeply  People's Party (DNVP),Stresemann farmed his own
felt sense of nationalism and  political party, he German People’s Party (DVP), a
he supported the war effort and  conservative political group. He was a nationalst
he policies of Ludendorf, includ anda the radical
the use of unrestricted submarine warfare  left and the radical right with thei putsch attempts

and theit esort to poitcal volence.
From 13 August to 23 November 1923,

‘and the severe treaty of Brest Litovsk which
(Germany imposed on defeated Russia in 1918

Gustav Stresemann (1878 1929), German Stresemann was chancellor o 2 coalition
chancellor from August to November 1923 and government. In his short-lved time as chancelor
forelgn minister from 1923 to 1920, He was aman e addressed the issue of the inflaton crippling
of great self-confidence, courage and persanal the nation,

End-of-part activity blocks
consolidate whole-topic learning.

THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC 1919-1929

1 Using a diagram similar to the one below cansider the following events of the Weimar era
1919-1929. Place the event n it correct positon on the horizontaltime line and on the vertical
line position the event as either a HIGH point i the history of Weimar Germany or a LOW point in
the history ar Germany, Explain any p:

Reichstag elections 1928 Assassination Walther Rathenau
The Dawes Plan The Spartacist Revolt

The Kapp Putsch German Hyperinfiation

French occupation of the Ruhr Germany joins the League of Nations.
Introduction of the Rentenmark Paulvon Hindenburg elected president
The Locarno Treaty The Young Plan

HEH

W9 1920 1920 192 123 194 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929

Low

s
g

 and that the long-term outlook for its

entify two statements i this st which cannot be supported by the historical evidence?

A The poliica stability of the period 1924 to 1928 was based on the SPD, DDP, DVP and the
Centre Party all part of coalition governments

B The German economic prosperily after 1923 was heavly dependent on foreign loans

€ The Weimar Republic saw a significant advance in the oncept of the welfare state.

D The of was embraced by all
Germans.

4 Account for the relaive success and stabilty of the Weimar Republic from 1924 to the anset of
the Great Depression in 1929

Evaluate the view that from 1926 to 1929 Weimar Germany enjoyed not only a period of
poliical and econamic stability but also achieved a degre of social reform and creative cultural
expression.

What were the major poliical econamic and social problems faced by the Weimar Republic?

"The Weimar Republic failed through lack of leadership. s this a satsfactary explanation for the
troubles faced by the Weimar Republic from 1919 to 19297

B Evaluate the view that from 1924 to 1929 Weimar Germany enjoyed not only 3 period of
poltical a degree of social refarm
expression.

Account for the relative success and stabilty of the Weimar Republic from 1924 to the onset of
the Great Depression in 1929

9780170410106
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Heinrich Briining (1885-1970)

Hermann Goring (1893-1946)

Paul von Hindenburg (1847-1934)

Leader of the Catholic Centre Party
and chancellor of Germany from 1930
to 1932. He tried unsuccessfully to
deal with the impact of the Great
Depression and to oppose the
increasing influence of the Nazi Party
in German politics.

Friedrich Ebert (1871-1925)

Leader of the German Social
Democratic Party (SPD) and a
supporter of German democracy.

He became the first president of

the Weimar Republic, from 1919 until
his death in 1925.

Dr Joseph Goebbels (1897 -1945)

After joining the Nazi Party in 1922,
Goebbels rose to become one of

its most important and influential
|leaders. Devoted to Hitler, he led the
party’s propaganda machine and
later became Reich Minister for Public
Enlightenment and Propaganda.

A former World War | hero, Géring
joined the Nazi Party in 1922. He

held various important positions

in the Third Reich, and from 1935

he was commander-in-chief of the
Luftwaffe (the German air force). In
1940 he was appointed Reich Marshal
(Reichsmarschall) and was second
only to Hitler in the Nazi leadership.

Heinrich Himmler (1900-1945)

One of Germany's military leaders
during World War |, Hindenburg
maintained a revered status in
German society. He was elected
president of the Weimar Republic
in 1925. In January 1933 he was
persuaded by his advisers to appoint
Hitler as chancellor of Germany. On
Hindenburg's death in 1934, the
path was clear for Hitler to assume
absolute power.

AdolFf Hitler (1889-1945)

A member of the Nazi Party from

the early 1920s, Himmler rose to
become Reichsfiihrer SS (Reich
Leader of the SS) and Chief of
German Police, a position that
included supreme command over the
Gestapo, the concentration camps
and the Waffen SS.

Leader of the Nazi Party. After a long
struggle for power he was appointed
chancellor of Germany in January
1933, and by 1934 he had established

3 totalitarian state. With the death of
President von Hindenburg in August
1934, Hitler became the Fihrer (Leader)
of the German nation, a position he
held until his death in April 1945.

Clockwise from top: Alamy Stock Photo/Pictorial Press Ltd; Getty Images/Heinrich Hoffmann; imagefolk/Berliner Verlag/Archiv/dpa-Zentralbild; Alamy Stock Photo/Sueddeutsche Zeitung Photo; Alamy Stock Photo/Shawshots
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Rosa Luxemburg (1871-1919)

Kurt von Schleicher (1882-1934)

Gustav Stresemann (1878-1929)

Co-founder of the Spartacus League
with Karl Liebknecht during World
War |. She had opposed the Spartacist
attempt to seize power in 1919

but was killed with Liebknecht by
Freikorps troops during the uprising.

Franz von Papen (1879-1969)

German politician and chancellor of
Germany in 1932.1n 1933 he was
involved in the political dealings that
gave Hitler the chancellorship.

Leni Riefenstahl (1902-2003)

After an early career as an actress,
Riefenstahl established her reputation
as a film director. Although never a
member of the Nazi Party, she was
close to Hitler and Goebbels, and
became an influential figure in the
Third Reich. She produced the classic
propaganda film of the Nazi state,
Triumph of the Will (1934).

From left: imagefolk/dpa; Getty Images/ullstein bild Dtl.

An army officer and German politician
with a reputation for political intrigue,
von Schleicher was chancellor of
Germany for two months before Hitler
took power in January 1933. He was
murdered by the Nazis in the Night of
the Long Knives in July 1934.

Albert Speer (1905-1981)

Nazi Party, Speer rose to prominence
as Hitler's favourite architect in the
1930s and was responsible for a
number of major building projects in
Germany before the war. In 1942 he
was appointed Minister of Armaments
and War Production, where his
organisational skills helped maintain
Germany’s capacity to carry on the
war when defeat became inevitable.
Speer served 20 years in prison after
the war and later published a number
of important books on Nazi Germany.

=

The most important of the politicians
of the Weimar era, Stresemann was
chancellor of Germany from August
to November 1923. During this time
he carried out important economic
reforms. He was also foreign minister
from 1923 until his death in 1929,
and was credited with forging a

new relationship between Germany
and its neighbours, based on
equality and trust.

KEY FIGURES

ix



. AdolF Hitler-Schule

Adolf Hitler Schools. Special schools
for selected boys who were seen as
future leaders of the Third Reich.

. Alte Kdmpfer

The ‘old fighters’ — the name given
to members of the Nazi Party since

+ the difficult days of the early 1920s,

+in particular those who had been

+involved in the 1923 Munich Beer

' Hall Putsch.

Anschluss

+ A German term for the union of

© Austria and Germany. An Anschluss,

' or union, had been forbidden
under the terms of the Paris peace

settlements of 1919. Hitler carried

. out the union of these two nations

+in March 1938.

' anti-Semitism
An attitude or action that is
anti-Jewish.

. Appeasement

© The name given to the policy of the
Western democracies to try and
+avoid war by conceding to some of
. Germany's foreign policy demands
©in the 1930s.

Aryan
+ Aterm used to describe a race of
people who migrated into northern

+and western Europe in earlier times.

' In Nazi thinking, the Nordic peoples
' of Europe were the basis of the so-
. called Aryan race.

+ blitzkrieg
" Lightning war. Military tactics

that emphasised mobility and the
. concentrated use of armour and
air power to defeat the enemy. The
. tactic of blitzkrieg was used with
+ great success during the attacks on
+ Poland and on the Western Front in
©1939-1940.

Blut und Boden
Blood and soil.

Bund Deutscher Madel
The female equivalent of the Hitler
Youth, for girls aged 14 to 18 years.

civil service

The various government departments
and agencies that administer the
day-to-day functioning of the

state. ‘Bureaucracy’ is another term
sometimes used for the civil service.

concentration camp

A place of detention for political
opponents and others who opposed
the Nazi regime. The first camps
were run by the SA and opened
within days of Hitler's appointment
as chancellor in 1933.

Deutsche Arbeitsfront (DAF)

The German Labour Front. The Trade
Union movement established by the
Nazi Party for all of Germany. All
other trade unions were illegal.

diktat

A term used by the Germans to
describe the Treaty of Versailles. It
means an imposed or dictated peace.

Dolchstosslegende

The ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend. This
refers to the view promoted by the
leadership of the German army in
1918 that the army had not lost the
war, but rather, that the German
military had been betrayed at home.

Ein Reich, Ein Volk, Ein Fihrer
One Nation, One People, One Leader.
A slogan used in Germany from 1934
to 1945.

Einsatzgruppen

Special mobile operational forces of
the SS who were ordered to murder
mainly Jews and communists in
occupied Poland and Russia.

expressionist movement

A movement in the arts from the
late nineteenth century in which
the artist sought to convey the
expression of inner experiences
and emotions, rather than depicting
objective reality.

Final Solution
The term used by the Nazis for the
extermination of the Jewish people.

Freikorps

The Free Corps. Military units formed
in 1918 and made up mainly of
ex-soldiers. They were opposed to
the extremists of the left and were
used to crush the Spartacist Uprising
in 1919.

Fihrer
Meaning ‘leader’; in Nazi Germany,
Hitler was called the Fihrer.

Fihrerprinzip

The leadership principle. Hitler
always believed in the idea of the
Nazi movement built around an
all-powerful leader, to whom there
would be no opposition or challenge.

Gau/Gauleiter

For the purposes of efficiency and
planning, the Nazi Party divided
Germany into administrative units.

Each of these units was called a Gau.

There were 42 Gaue (plural), and
each was administered by an official
of the Nazi Party called a Gauleiter.

Geheime Staatspolizei

The secret state police or Gestapo,
established in 1933 and responsible
for investigating political crimes
and opposition to the Nazi state.
Under the control of Himmler, the
SS was one of the most feared
organisations in Nazi Germany.
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Glaube und Schénheit

Faith and Beauty. A Nazi sponsored
organisation for young German
women over the age of 18.

Gleichschaltung

A term that means ‘coordination’.

It was used by the Nazis after 1933
to describe the process by which
various aspects of German life (e.qg.
the civil service, trade unions) were
brought under the control of the
party. The term is sometimes used to
describe the process of Nazification
of Germany after 1933.

Herrenvolk

A term that can mean ‘master race’.
In Nazi Germany the German people
and nation were considered to be
superior to others.

Hitler Jugend

The Hitler Youth. An organisation
established by the Nazi Party for
boys aged between 14 and 18. Its
aim was to provide physical training
and to promote discipline and
obedience, as well as Nazi ideology
in the young.

hyperinflation

Extreme or rapid inflation that
destroys the value of the currency.
The hyperinflation that devastated
the German economy in the

early 1920s came to a head in
November 1923.

Jungmaédelbund

The League of Young Girls; the

Nazi youth movement for girls aged
10 to 14 years.

Junkers

The landowning aristocratic class
of Prussia. They were a powerful
conservative influence in German
politics in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Paul
von Hindenburg was from a
Junker family.

Kampfbund

The ‘Fighting League’. An
organisation of right-wing military
groups in Bavaria set up in 1923.
Members of the Kampfbund took
part in the unsuccessful Munich
Beer Hall Putsch in 1923.

Kraft durch Freude

Strength Through Joy. An
organisation set up to provide for the
leisure time of the German workers.

Kristallnacht

Crystal Night. The name given to
the organised Nazi attack on Jewish
property across Germany on 9-10
November 1938.

Lebensborn

Spring of Life. A program approved
by Himmler to provide for women
who were ‘racially pure’to have
children outside marriage.

Lebensraum

The concept of living space. It was

a major part of Hitler's world view
that Germany needed living space in
eastern Europe, which would be won
at the expense of the Soviet Union.

liberalism

The belief in the liberty or
freedom of the individual from
excessive government control.
Liberals believed that democracy
and parliamentary government
were the best ways to preserve
individual liberties.

Mutterkreuz

The Mother Cross. This was a
decoration awarded to women who
had a large number of children.

Reichsarbeitsdienst

The Reich Labour Service. An
organisation that required all men
aged 18 to 25 to perform six months
of manual labour in the service of
the Reich. It became compulsory for
young women during the war.

Reichstag
The name of the lower house of the
German parliament.

Reichswehr
The German army during the time of
the Weimar Republic.

Der Rote Frontkampferbund

The Red Front Fighters' League. The
left-wing paramilitary organisation
supporting the German Communist
Party during the Weimar Republic.
The right-wing equivalent was

the Nazi Party’s paramilitary
organisation, the SA.

Schutzstaffel (SS)

The term means ‘guard detachment'.

Formed as Hitler's personal
bodyguard, the SS grew under the
leadership of Heinrich Himmler to
become a powerful and elite force in
Nazi Germany.

Sonderkommandos

Prisoners in the death camps who
were forced to assist the SS and
carried out the tasks associated with
the extermination of people.

Sonderweg

A German word that means
‘different path’. This is a theory,
supported by some historians, that
suggests that Germany as a nation
followed a different path in its
historical development from other
European countries such as Britain
and France.

Stahlhelm

An ex-servicemen's association
made up of former Freikorps
members. The Stahlhelm was a
right-wing force that supported the
German National People’s Party.

Sturmabteilung (SA)

The military wing of the Nazi Party,
made up in large measure of ex-
Freikorps members. They were also
known as the Brown Shirts because
of their distinctive brown uniforms,
and they were an important factor
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*in the rise of the Nazi movement.
| After Hitler came to power, the SA
were brought under control and

. subordinated to the more sinister
+ Schutzstaffel, or SS.

f Totenkopfverbande

The Death’s Head Units. Part of the

+ SS, their main task was to administer
+and control the concentration camp

+ system across the Reich.

Untermenschen

+ Aterm used in the context of Nazi
+ Germany in relation to race, and
©which can translate as ‘subhuman’.

Volk

A German word that means folk, or

people. In German it has a stronger
meaning and is used to describe
the unifying characteristics of the

. German people.

Vi6lkischer Beobachter

' The newspaper of the Nazi Party. It

translates as the ‘National Observer'.

Volksgemeinschaft

' The people’s (or national)

' community. The Nazis preached an
. idealised version of a new German
society, a Volk or folk community

to which all ‘racially pure’ Germans
belonged.

Volkssturm

The people’s militia, a force made
+up of old men and young boys
+and used for home defence in

the closing months of the war

©in Germany.

Waffen SS

The military formations of the SS.

Wehrmacht

The German armed forces. The three

branches of the Wehrmacht were
the Army, the Navy (Kriegsmarine)

©and the Air Force (Luftwaffe).

Weltanschauung

A philosophy or view of the world by
© either a group or an individual.

KEY WORDS AND TERMS

Weltpolitik

World politics. A term often used

to describe the quest for German
power and influence by the Germany
of Kaiser Wilhelm [I.

MAJOR GERMAN
POLITICAL PARTIES

Deutsche Demokratische Partei
(DDP)
German Democratic Party

Deutsche Nationale Volkspartei
(DNVP)
The German National People’s Party

Deutsche Volkspartei (DVP)
The German People’s Party

Kommunistische Partei
Deutschlands (KPD)
The Communist Party of Germany

National Sozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiter Partei (NSDAP)
The Nazi Party

Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands (SPD)

The Social Democratic Party of
Germany

Spartakusbund
The Spartacist League

Unabhéngige
Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands (USPD)

The Independent Social Democratic
Party of Germany

Zentrum (2)
The German Centre Party

9780170410106



4 y .- 4".: : E «®a
*.' German postcard depicting crowds gathering

CHAPTER 1
v—
GERMANY AND WORLD WAR |

CHAPTER 2
v—

THE GERMAN REVOLUTION

9780170410106



Germany and World War |

1.1

W
MILITARISM AND NATIONALISM:
GERMANY AND THE COMING OF
WAR 1914
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_
THE SCHLIEFFEN PLAN AND ITS
CONSEQUENCES

A German soldier leaves for
war in the early days of the
conflict.
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KEY WORDS AND TERMS

attrition Kaiser reparations
In the context of World War |, a war of The term for German emperor. Tsar is Money paid by a nation defeated in war,
attrition is the process of fighting to the Russian equivalent. usually to compensate the victors for
wear down and exhaust the enemy. R damage and loss in the war.
militarism
chancellor Military spirit or military authority. stalemate
Another name for the position of prime R A deadlock or standstill. This term
mobilisation

minister or head of the government.

General Staff

The leadership group within the
German army, responsible for planning
and directing military operations.

Imperialism

is often applied to the nature of the

The process of preparing the military trench warfare in World War L.

forces for war.

nationalism

The desire to be a nation. Nationalistic
feeling is the patriotic emotion of
commitment to the nation. Its more

The policy of seeking and acquiring aggressive form, extreme nationalism, is

overseas colonies and bringing

the expression of the superiority of one

these areas under the control of the national group over others.

;. nation-state.

1871

1888
1891
1905

1906

1913

JUNE
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of
Austria-Hungary

AUGUST
The outbreak of World War |

SEPTEMBER

The Battle of the Marne marked the failure of the
Schlieffen Plan.

France was defeated in the Franco-Prussian
War, which also led to the creation of the unified
German nation-state.

Alfred von Schlieffen became the Chief of the
Imperial German General Staff.
Schlieffen completed his memorandum on
German war plans.
Schlieffen retired and was replaced by Helmuth
von Moltke (the Younger) as Chief of the Imperial
German General Staff.
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Origins of World War |

Nationalism

1.1

_

MILITARISM AND NATIONALISM:
GERMANY AND THE COMING OF WAR 1914

World War | - a century later

The question of why World War I broke out in 1914 has occupied historians for more than a century.
Given the importance of this conflict in modern history, historians have long debated the question
of which nation or group of nations carries the responsibility for this event. In 2014, when the world
marked 100 years since the war began, the volume of new material produced on the subject showed
that interest has not lessened as new generations of historians re-examine this major turning point
in the world’s history.

While there is ongoing debate about the causes of the war, there is less debate about its
consequences. Now, a century later, it is easy to see how and why this event was so crucial in shaping
the pattern of world history. The most obvious consequence was that the war swept away the old
Europe and marked the beginning of the modern age. Across the continent the German, Austro-
Hungarian, Russian and Ottoman Turkish Empires collapsed in defeat, and in the case of Russia, a
revolution took hold that created the world’s first communist state. Britain and France were severely
weakened, while a new world power emerged in the form of the United States of America.

The war ended the old balance of power that had provided stability for most of the nineteenth
century. As the powerful force of nationalism re-emerged, new nation-states were created in central
and eastern Europe. By 1919 the map of Europe was significantly changed from 1914; a once-stable
Europe had been replaced by a very unstable one. Equally important, the war left much ‘unfinished
business’, and proclaiming peace in 1918 was simply not enough. In Germany, the war left a legacy of
great bitterness and anger at the way Germany had been treated by the victorious powers, especially
over the removal of Germany territory, the enforced reparations and the demand that Germany
accept responsibility for the war.

As aresult, within a generation war returned to Europe, with Germany once again in conflict
with Britain and France, and later Russia and the United States. This war was far more destructive,
in terms of both lives lost and damage done, than any other conflict in history. The link between the
outcome of World War I and the outbreak of World War II cannot be ignored. World War II was a
direct consequence of World War L.

Nationalism and militarism

Nationalism is, essentially, the desire of people of a particular nationality to be a nation, and the way
those people identify with a particular place as their nation-state. Nationalism can be a positive force
where people join together to become a nation, or it can be a negative force. Extreme or aggressive
nationalism is when one nation or national group believes itself to be superior and seeks to challenge the
existence of other nation-states. This national rivalry is the most dangerous expression of nationalism.
Modern nationalism emerged with the two great revolutions of the late eighteenth century, the
American Revolution from 1775 and the French Revolution from 1789, which created the concept of
the nation-state formed by the will of the people.
In the following century, the force of nationalism also created the German nation. In the area
of central Europe that we now recognise as Germany, there existed not one nation but a collection of
independent kingdoms, of which Prussia was the largest and most powerful. These people were
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‘Germanic’, and shared a sense of cultural nationalism in
that they spoke the same language and shared a similar
cultural, ethnic and religious background.

In 1871 nationalism was at work when the chancellor
of Prussia, Otto von Bismarck, using war, clever diplomacy
and the might of Prussia’s military strength, forced a union
of these states (except Austria) to create the German nation-
state, known then as the German Empire.

Prussia had always been a military state. The French
philosopher Voltaire once observed that while most states
have an army, Prussia was an army that had a state. In this
observation Voltaire was in fact defining militarism, another
major force that was at work before the outbreak of war in
1914. Militarism exists when a nation values military power
above almost all else, and when the military has a strong
influence on the government. The needs of the military are
prioritised over the needs of the common citizen.

When the promotion of the national interest requires
the display of its military power and influence, militarism
and more aggressive forms of nationalism become linked.
In 1871 the German nation was created through war and

the dominance of Prussian military power. The weakness

of the democratic spirit in Germany meant that militarism In 1871, using the forces of nationalism and militarism,
had a solid base in German society. The military played a Otto von Bismarck united the Germanic states to create the
dominant role in German history until the total defeat of the =~ German nation.
military machine at the end of World War Il in 1945.
Throughout the nineteenth century Europe experienced profound and rapid change. The impact
of the industrial revolution was felt in many parts of Europe, leading to rapid economic growth and
the transformation of European cities. Of all the European states, Germany was by far the most
dynamic. It had experienced the greatest industrial growth, it had the strongest army in Europe, and
it was led by Kaiser Wilhelm II, a young and erratic leader. The new nation had known only success,
and this encouraged an aggressive and militant nationalism. The new nation was motivated by the
belief that Germany represented a dynamic, virile culture, and the conviction that Anglo-Saxon
(British) culture, which had dominated so much of the world for so long, was in decline. Germany
began to follow what was called Weltpolitik (world politics). The nation seemed destined to emerge as
a new world power.

Imperialism

Another important force at work in the years before the outbreak of war in 1914 was imperialism,
the quest for colonies and empire-building. Between 1870 and 1900 there was a new push for
colonies among the major European states. Most of this scramble took place in Africa, and Germany
was among the most aggressive. By 1914 it had an empire of some 2.9 million square kilometres, and
almost 15 million people were under German rule. “We have conquered for ourselves’, the Kaiser said
in 1901, ‘a place in the sun. It will now be my task to see to it that this place in the sun shall remain
our undisputed possession.”

Imperialism is an expression of both nationalism and militarism. It contains both the will of the
nation to impose its authority on others and the ability to achieve it, due to its military and naval
power. Imperial rivalry among the great powers added to tensions in Europe in the lead-up to the
outbreak of World War L.

CHAPTER 1 GERMANY AND WORLD WARI 5
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Kaiser Wilhelm Il with members of his officer corps watching army manoeuvres
in 1913

The German battleship Preussen leads part of a German fleet review in 1907.
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All of the European powers had armies
to defend their national interests, and
in the pre-war years there was a major
increase in the size and strength of these
military forces. The industrial revolution
had transformed industry, while science
and technology gave birth to new and more
deadly weaponry. Militarism led to an arms
race as each nation pushed for stronger
armies equipped with the new weaponry.
Annual war games were held, where nations
tested the effectiveness of their armies and
trained for possible deployments in battle.
Militarism had always been a feature of the
German state, and by 1914 it had an army of
2.2 million men, well trained and equipped
for war.

But it was not only on land that military
rivalry grew — there was also a massive arms
race at sea. Indeed, if there was one single
factor that increased the tension between
Germany and Britain it was Germany’s
decision in the 1890s to begin constructing
a great German navy. Britain, with its far-
flung empire, had the largest navy in the
world and saw German naval expansion as a
direct threat to its security and its standing
as a world power. Kaiser Wilhelm IT was
obsessed by sea power and Germany began
to deliberately challenge the supremacy
of the British Royal Navy. Each nation began
to build new ships in direct response to
the other.

By 1914, when war finally came,

Britain had maintained its naval supremacy
but at an enormous cost, while Germany
had become the world’s third-largest

naval power, boasting 40 battleships and

57 cruisers.

National rivalry

National rivalry among the great powers of
Europe led to the development of a series

of alliances in the years before World War L.
The key rivalry was the ongoing tension
between France and Germany. France had
suffered humiliating defeat at the hands

of the Germans in 1871 and lost part of its
territory, Alsace and Lorraine, to the new
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German nation. France’s desire for revenge was ever-present, and the nation sought to acquire new
areas of German influence in a deliberate attempt to challenge Germany. By 1894, after France had
signed an alliance with Russia, Germany had become encircled by two potentially hostile powers.
Germany’s one true ally was the Austro-Hungarian Empire, based on a treaty, the Dual
Alliance, signed in 1879. When Italy also signed in 1882 this became the Triple Alliance. Under
the terms of the Dual Alliance, Austria-Hungary pledged to remain neutral in any war between
France and Germany, while Germany pledged support for Austria-Hungary if it was ever attacked
by Russia. The possibility of a clash between Russia and Austria-Hungary grew as the years passed,
for both nations had ambitions in the Balkans in south-eastern Europe. By 1914 the six major
European powers had formed themselves into two rival and dangerous alliance blocs: the Triple
Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy) and the Triple Entente (Britain, France and Russia).
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Europe in 1914 was a continent of powerful empires bound by alliances.

National rivalry was a constant factor in the Balkans, which had once been part of the Turkish
Ottoman Empire. As Turkish power rapidly declined in the early twentieth century, this region
became one of the most volatile parts of Europe. The force of nationalism had seen first Serbia and Triple A"ia'nce
then Bulgaria and Montenegro break away from Turkish rule in the nineteenth century, and two e
Balkan wars in 1912 and 1913 spelt the end of Turkish influence in the region. Austria believed
that the threat of nationalism could lead to the break-up of its own multinational empire, and it
particularly disliked independent Serbia on its southern border. Serbia was by far the most aggressive
of the Balkan states, but what made it even more dangerous was the fact that it had the support of
Russia. The Russians saw themselves as the protector of Slav independence, and had long wanted to
gain increased access to the Bosphorus, the vital waterway into the Black Sea. A conflict between
Austria-Hungary and Russia over the Balkans was always a possibility. In 1914, when Serbia was
involved in the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne,

that possibility became a certainty.
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WAR IN EUROPE

il After the defeat of Napoleon in 1815 (and despite some localised smaller conflicts) there was
a long period of relative peace on the European continent.

il The outbreak of World War I in 1914 ended this era of relative peace, and the outcome of the
war completely changed the face of Europe.

il Nationalism and militarism were two powerful forces at work in Europe before 1914, and
were key contributors to the outbreak of war.

i Historians generally agree that the outcome and consequences of World War I were a direct
cause of the outbreak of World War II 20 years later.

0 Define the following terms and explain how each contributed to the outbreak of war in 1914.
i militarism il nationalism il imperialism

e Explain why Germany under Kaiser Wilhelm Il began to create a powerful German navy. What were
some of the consequences of this policy of naval expansion?

Explain the tensions between the following sets of European powers in 1914.
i Austria-Hungary and Serbia il Germany and Britain
il France and Germany iv. Russia and Germany

0 Outline some of the ways that Europe changed between 1900 and 1914.

1.2

_

THE SCHLIEFFEN PLAN AND ITS
CONSEQUENCES

Planning for war

In times of peace, nations still prepare for war, and by 1914 all of the great European powers had
their military plans in place. These plans were constantly being revised to take into account changes
to the political conditions. Planning for a possible war was a constant task of the German General
Staff. Based in the heart of Berlin, this was a highly skilled and efficient planning organisation staffed
by the very best military strategists. “Within the Konigsplatz building (in Berlin) the Great General
Staff operated like a hugely efficient and well-oiled machine ... so much so that according to some
commentators, it was one of only five perfect European institutions, along with the French Opera,
the Russian Ballet, the Papal Curia and the British Parliament.”

The French always saw Germany as their most probable enemy, and by 1913 the French General
Staff had just completed Plan XVII, which set out how French forces would be used if war broke out
between France and Germany. France’s ally Russia also had military plans for any possible war with
Germany and its ally, Austria-Hungary. Although Britain had always sought to stay out of European
entanglements, Britain’s War Office still had plans for the deployment of British troops on mainland
Europe should the situation ever arise, while at the nearby Admiralty, plans for the British Navy, the
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most powerful navy in the world, were always being modified to
meet the changing political situation.

The problem that had occupied Germany’s military planners
since 1871 was the probability that Germany would have to
face France, its longstanding enemy in the west. By 1894 this
threat had become more likely after France and Russia signed
first a military agreement and then a formal alliance. Russia was
now committed to provide military support to France if it were
attacked by Germany, and in return the French had pledged to
support Russia if it was attacked by Germany, or by Austria-
Hungary supported by Germany. If war broke out, Germany
faced the prospect of a war on two fronts, against France in the
west and its ally Russia in the east.

Three years before the Franco-Russian alliance that triggered
this fear of encirclement, Alfred Graf von Schlieffen had become
the Chief of the German General Staff. Until that time the
German military plans had been defensive in nature, preparing
to face an enemy when it crossed the German border. Schlieffen,
a keen student of military history, found his hero in the
Carthaginian general Hannibal, who had defeated the Romans
at the great battle of Cannae in 216 BCE. With a daring military
plan that displayed great tactical genius, Hannibal surrounded
the entire Roman army and virtually annihilated them in a

single day. This daring offensive was not lost on Schlieffen, and it Count Alfred von Schlieffen (1833-1913). His military
became the core of his plan. By 1906, the year he finally retired, planning formed the basis of the German attack against
he had finalised a memorandum for action in the event of war. France in 1914.

History knows it as the Schlieffen Plan.

Schlieffen believed that the way to win a war against two enemies was to defeat one first and
then the other. France, with its mass armies on the German border, presented the more immediate
and deadly threat, while Russia, slower to mobilise and to move across the open lands of the east, was
seen as the lesser threat.

Under the Schlieffen Plan, Germany had to take the offensive as soon as any war was declared.
While a smaller German force faced the main body of the French army on the German border,
four German armies would sweep in a great wheeling movement through Luxembourg, Belgium
and the southern part of the Netherlands to enter France from the north. A path through the
Maastricht Pocket of the Netherlands was included to bypass the Belgian fortresses of Liege and Namur
in the valley of the River Meuse. ‘France,” Schlieffen wrote, ‘must be viewed as a single large fortress,
which had to be encircled.® The wide sweeping movement across Belgium, almost to the English
Channel, would then turn south to encircle Paris and outflank the French army. The essence of the plan
was daring and above all speed; the timetable provided for France to be defeated in six weeks before the
German forces in the east could then be reinforced to face the Russian threat from the east.

Schlieffen’s plan factored in the capacity of the rail network to carry the army into battle, as
well as the timing and placement of these troop movements. He was aware that violating Belgian
neutrality would probably bring Britain into the war, but he was confident that Germany could repel
any British forces rushed into Belgium, which indeed is what happened.

Above all, he calculated that the German armies sweeping into France had to be sufficiently
strong to achieve the task of advancing to entrap the French forces. He proposed that almost two-
thirds of the German troops would be deployed as part of this advancing force. Indeed, Schlieffen
himself warned that another 200000 men were needed with the Army Group I, which had the
greatest distance to march, but the capacity of the rail network did not allow it.

CHAPTER 1 GERMANY AND WORLD WARI 9
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The Schlieffen Plan

Changes to the Schlieffen Plan 1906-1914

When Schlieffen retired in 1906 he was replaced as German Army Chief of Staff by Helmuth von
Moltke. Moltke was a supporter of Schlieffen’s plan, but as the years passed he made a number of key
changes to it.

il Moltke changed the invasion path from the original wide sweep through the Netherlands,
Belgium and Luxembourg to an approach only through Belgium and Luxembourg. This forced
the two lead armies, the largest and most powerful part of the thrust towards France, to move
in the constricted space from Germany into Belgium, risking possible delay if the Belgians
used their fortifications to resist.

i Moltke was also more concerned about the potential threat of Russia, especially as Russia had
advanced its military preparations after being defeated in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904—1905.
By 1913 Russia had rapidly increased its military capacity, to the point that it would soon be
impossible for Germany to defeat Russia. For this reason, Moltke increased the size of the German
forces facing the eastern borders, taking troops away from the main force invading France.

i He also strengthened the German force covering the French-German border in Alsace-
Lorraine. Schlieffen had predicted that France would most likely advance into Germany
once war was declared, an action that would benefit his overall strategy of encircling the
French from the rear. Moltke’s thinking, however, was to oppose any advance into Germany,
be it from the French in the west or the Russians in the east.

The outbreak of war 1914

The formation of the two opposing alliance blocs increased the danger that some diplomatic crisis or
localised conflict could very easily spiral into a major war. Europe had seen its share of diplomatic crises
and disputes, but they were all settled and peace prevailed. That luck ran out in the summer of 1914,
when a new crisis occurred in the Balkans, triggering a sequence of events that drew most of the great
powers into a world war.

On 28 June 1914 the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and his
wife were assassinated in the town of Sarajevo, Bosnia — a region that was then part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the murder, and saw an opportunity to take
action against Serbia and eliminate its influence in the Balkans.

However, any action against Serbia would provoke Russia, Serbia’s ally, so the role of Germany,
Austria’s ally, became critical. Before moving against Serbia, Austria-Hungary sought support from
Germany, and on 6 July 1914, the German
government gave this support. For Germany,
it was important that Austria-Hungary should
prove itself as a great power and punish the
murder of the Archduke.

Throughout July 1914 there were intense
diplomatic moves by all the great powers as
Europe moved towards war. France and Russia
were allies under the Franco-Russian Alliance
of 1897, and France made it clear that it would
stand by its ally. Two days later, after a degree
of hesitation, Tsar Nicolas II ordered the
mobilisation of the Russian army. On 1 August
1914, because Russia had mobilised, Germany

The car Franz Ferdinand and his wife were travelling in when they were declared war on Russia. A few hours later France
assassinated is now on display in a Vienna museum. A bullet hole can be mobilised its armies in support of Russia, and on

seen in a side panel.

3 August, Germany declared war on France.
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Countdown to war, July—August 1914

TIMELINE

28 JUNE 1 AUGUST
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand Germany declared war on Russia.
and his wife in Sarajevo France and Germany began to mobilise.

2 AUGUST
Kaiser Wilhelm Il and Chancellor von Bethmann German troops invaded Luxembourg.
Hollweg offered unconditional support to Austria- Germany issued an ultimatum to Belgium,
Hungary in dealing with Serbia. demanding access through Belgian territory.
23 JuLY 3 AUGUST
Austria issued an ultimatum to Serbia, giving Germany declared war on France.

Serbia 48 hours to reply.

Italy announced its decision to remain neutral.

23ty . , 4 AUGUST
Serbia replied to the ultimatum, accepting most Britain declared war on Germany.

of the demands. & W T
6 AUGUST

ALY Austria-Hungary declared war on Russia
Austria-Hungary, backed by Germany, declared 8 W oo T I

war on Serbia.

31JULY
Tsar Nicholas Il authorised Russian mobilisation.

The failure of the Schlieffen Plan

The Schlieffen Plan came into effect when Germany invaded Luxembourg on 2 August 1914 and
demanded that the Belgian government grant German forces access to cross the Belgian border.
Belgium refused. ‘One single vision fills all minds’, King Albert of Belgium told his people, ‘that of The Joly Criss
our independence ... One single duty imposes itself upon our wills: the duty of stubborn resistance’.*
German troops crossed the Belgian border on 4 August. On the same day, honouring their 1839
treaty with Belgium, Britain declared war on Germany.

The Belgian army, despite its size, offered tenacious resistance. Around Liége and its line of forts,
the German advance was slowed by almost a week before Belgian troops fell back towards Antwerp.
This Belgian resistance forced Moltke to divert two army corps from the main push south to hold the
Belgians at Antwerp.

When the German armies renewed their sweep south towards France they suddenly faced
the British for the first time. With a speed totally unexpected by the German planners, a British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) had already arrived in Belgium and it engaged the Germans at the Battle
of Mons on 23 August 1914. Outnumbered and outgunned by General von Kluck’s First Army, the
British were forced to withdraw to new positions to the south.

As the German advance continued, the Schlieffen Plan began to fail. Communication between
the German army commanders and the military leadership in Luxembourg fell apart. The advancing
German armies also failed to encircle Paris. Instead, the armies moved to the east, giving the French
army the opportunity to attack their exposed flank. Of equal significance was Molkte’s decision
at this critical time to move more troops out of France and transfer them to the east to face the
Russians. Eleven divisions were removed to fight both in Belgium and in the east, significantly
weakening the German right wing.

CHAPTER 1 GERMANY AND WORLD WART 11
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The Germans had reached the Marne River, to the north-east of Paris. Here, in what became the
first Battle of the Marne in early September 1914, the Germans faced the French 5th and 6th armies
and the British Expeditionary Force in battle. The battle ended any chance the Schlieffen Plan had of
succeeding. Within easy distance of Paris — so much so that Parisian taxis were used to take French
troops to the front — the German advance was stopped. A few days later they were in full retreat,
back to new positions on the Aisne River. Both sides began to dig trenches and trench warfare, a
defining characteristic of World War I, began.

THE SCHLIEFFEN PLAN

SOURCE A: Schlieffen’s vision

The vast bulk (the hammer) of the German armies would assemble on the right flank, wheel through
the Maastricht Appendix and Belgium, outflank the French armies and fortresses to the south, then fall
into the Seine basin west of Paris and drive the disoriented French onto the German forces anchored
in Lorraine. Each bridge taken, each road traversed, each wall breached, and each town stormed was
detailed in the great plan down to the hour. War to Schlieffen was not an art, but a science.

Herwig Holger, ‘Germany and the “Short-War” lllusion: Toward a New Interpretation?,
The Journal of Military History, vol. 66, no. 3, July 2002, p. 684

SOURCE B: The original German attack plan as at 1905

=» German advance
M French fort

~——— International border
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SOURCE C: The actual German attack and the French response in August —
September 1914

nel

on!
?,t\q\"s‘“ e

German offensives, August-September 1914
=== Deepest German advance, September 1914
=== Front line, early 1915
— International border

B French fort

QUESTIONS

1 Explain the main points the historian is making in Source A.

2 List three differences and three similarities in the placement and movement of German forces
based on your study of Source B and Source C.

3 Which of the following statements cannot be justified based on the evidence in Sources A and B and C?
A In the original plan of 1905, the German First, Second, Third Fourth and Fifth armies were
positioned to attack across the German border.
B The Maastricht region on the Dutch /German border was attacked in 1914.
C In the original plan of 1905 Brussels, the capital of Belgium was to be occupied by German forces.
D According to the plans the First German Army had the longest distance to advance.

4 Use Source C and your own knowledge to explain why the Schlieffen Plan was unsuccessful.

Although these were often overlooked, Schlieffen himself always held doubts about the plan he
had developed, and after retiring in 1906 he still offered suggestions and modifications. Whether
the original plan could have succeeded is a subject of historical debate. The fact that Hitler’s armies
used a variation of the plan with stunning success in 1940, defeating France in the six-week time
span Schlieffen had envisaged, suggests that it could have succeeded in 1914, delivering a victory as
stunning as the swift victory over France in 1871.

The Schlieffen Plan failed for a number of reasons. Historians point out that the plan used in
1914 had been significantly changed by Schlieffen’s successor, Moltke, and argue that its failure was

CHAPTER 1 GERMANY AND WORLD WARI 13



ry/Robert Hunt Collection/Imperial War Museum

imagefolk/Mary Evans Pi

a result of these changes. Moltke, often depicted as the ‘master’s apprentice’, made fatal changes to
the original concept. In his book Inventing the Schlieffen Plan (2002), American historian Terence
Zuber suggests that the actual term ‘Schlieffen Plan’ was not used until 1920, when the German army
was looking for an explanation for the military failure. Anxious to preserve the honour of the army,
the generals claimed that Moltke (who had died in 1916) had failed to fully understand Schlieffen’s
original strategy, and that some of the commanders in the field had also failed. In the 1920s the
German army argued that, had Schlieffen’s original strategy been understood and followed, they

would have been victorious.

The main failure of the plan was that the sweep into France, the centrepiece of the manoeuvre, was
simply not able to achieve its goal. The fact that Schlieffen himself became preoccupied by this daring
sweep suggests that he may also have had his doubts. The swift advance actually slowed down the
Germans, and ultimately failed to achieve the aim of encircling the French capital. In part this was due
to the fact that both advancing armies had been reduced in strength, both before the war and during the
invasion itself. The strict timetable Schlieffen had devised also rapidly fell behind as the Belgians delayed
the German advance and then the British Expeditionary Force arrived far more swiftly than anticipated.

The consequences of failure

The major consequence of the failure of the Schlieffen Plan was that the war could not be ended
quickly. Schlieffen’s original plan was intended to employ an offensive strategy that would deliver
a quick victory in a short war. That did not happen. The plan, based on mobility, instead delivered
immobility and years of trench warfare, which turned the conflict into a war of attrition and

stalemate, with each side trying to wear the other down.

The war on the Western Front would now be fought in a narrow corridor of Belgium and
north-eastern France. The only real positive for Germany was that the plan had moved the war into
their neighbour’s territory. Although the German people suffered in World War I, particularly as a
result of the blockage the British were able to impose, most Germans were spared the devastation

el g N

A German trench on the Western Front in 1915. What Germany intended to be
a swift war of conquest became a long war of attrition fought along trench
positions in France and Belgium.
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that comes with war. It was a different
story in World War II, which saw the total
destruction of many German cities as well as
German industry and infrastructure.
During the war Britain and her Empire
mobilised more than 8 million men,
France another 8 million, Austria-Hungary
6.5 million, Germany 11 million and the
Russian Empire another 12 million. In
all, some 60 million were called to action.
When it was over, around 8 million were
dead and another 20 million wounded.
The British historian John Keegan has called
World War I a tragic and unnecessary
conflict — unnecessary, because the events
that led to its outbreak in 1914 might have
been stopped had prudence or common
goodwill prevailed. When the politicians
failed the generals took over, and the drums
began to roll.
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THE WAR PLAN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

il Military leaders of all the European powers had plans of action in the event that their
nation became involved in a war.

i In Germany, the Schlieffen Plan was based on the assumption that Germany would have to
face a war on two fronts.

- Between 1906 and 1914 major changes were made to the Schlieffen Plan.

i There had been a series of tensions among European states since the late nineteenth
century, but general European peace was maintained.

il A new crisis began after Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne, was assassinated by Serbia in June 1914.

il This dispute between Austria-Hungary and Serbia quickly escalated to involve the major
European alliance blocs, and a general European war began in August 1914.

i The Germans activated the Schlieffen Plan, which carried the war into neutral Belgium
and to north-eastern France.

il By September 1914 the Schlieffen Plan had failed and the war became a long conflict of
trench warfare and stalemate, which would last until 1918.

Explain why the Schlieffen Plan was devised.
Describe the main theory or strategy behind the Schlieffen Plan.

Recount how events in Belgium in 1914 contributed to the failure of the Schlieffen Plan. Identify any
other factors that contributed to the failure of the plan once it was put into effect.
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‘When you march into France, let the last man on the right brush the Channel with his sleeve.’
How do you interpret this remark attributed to Alfred von Schlieffen?

HSC-STYLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

1 Explain how militarism and nationalism among the great powers influenced the course of
international relations before the outbreak of war in 1914.

2 How and why did the Schlieffen Plan fail in 19147 What were some of the consequences of
that failure?

Endnotes

1 Kaiser Wilhelm Il, Speech to the North German Regatta Association, 1901.

2 lan Senior, Invasion 1974: The Schlieffen Plan and the Battle of the Marne, Osprey Publishing, Oxford, 2012, pp. 28-29.

3 Count Alfred von Schlieffen, ‘The Schlieffen Plan’ (1905), reprinted in Gerhard Ritter, Der Schlieffenplan: Kritik eines
Mythos [The Schlieffen Plan: Analysis of a Myth], Munich, 1956, pp. 145-60.

4 Address by King Albert | to the Belgian Parliament, 4 August 1914, in Charles F Horne (ed.), Source Records of the Great

War, vol. ll, National Alumni, 1923.
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The German Revolution

2.1

W
THE LAST OFFENSIVE AND
THE ARMISTICE OF 1918

2.2
—

DEFEAT AND REVOLUTION,
1918-1919

2.3

GERMANY AND THE TREATY
OF VERSAILLES

German troops, part of the
Berlin Workers' and Soldiers’
Council, firing from the street
and an armoured car in
Berlin, November 1918
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KEY WORDS AND TERMS

abdicate
The term used to describe the act of a
monarch giving up the throne.

armistice

A suspension of fighting in a time

of war by agreement between the
conflicting sides. The armistice that
ended the fighting in World War | came
into effect on 11 November 1918.

Bolshevik
The name of the largest group within
the Russian Social Democratic Party.

The Bolsheviks were led by Lenin and
came to power in Russia in November
1917. The term Bolshevik is often used
to mean communist.

demilitarised
All weapons, fortifications and military
personnel removed.

Fourteen Points

A peace plan of fourteen points put
forward by United States president
Woodrow Wilson in January 1918.

Germany rejected the proposal at
the time.

Reichstag
The lower house of the German
parliament.

soviet

A Russian word meaning council. In
Russia, councils of workers and soldiers
were formed at the time of the Russian
Revolution. These soviets became an
important part of the Russian Revolution.

The German Revolution

1916 <> AUGUST

Paul von Hindenburg was appointed Chief of the

General Staff.
1917 FEBRUARY

Germany announced the policy of unrestricted

submarine warfare.

The United States of America declared war on

Germany.

0CTOBER
The Bolsheviks came to power in Russia.

1918

Germany imposed the severe Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

on defeated Russia.

AUGUST

The Allied forces broke the German line near Amiens.

SEPTEMBER

Hindenburg and Ludendorff informed the Kaiser

that the war was lost.

OCTOBER

The German High Command handed power to the
Reichstag so an armistice could be negotiated.

3 0CTOBER

Prince Max von Baden was appointed chancellor,
and a civilian government came to power.

9 NOVEMBER

Kaiser Wilhelm Il abdicated and then went into exile.
Prince Max handed the chancellorship to Friedrich

Ebert, leader of the SPD.

Philipp Scheidemann declared Germany to be a
republic.

The Ebert—Groener Pact was signed.

11 NOVEMBER

The armistice was signed, bringing an end to
World War |.

DECEMBER
The German Communist Party was formed.

5 JANUARY
The Spartacist Uprising began in Berlin.

11 JANUARY
Freikorps units began to suppress the Spartacists.

19 JANUARY
Elections were held for a new German parliament.

6 FEBRUARY

The first meeting of the new parliament took place
in Weimar.

Philipp Scheidemann became the new chancellor.
Friedrich Ebert became the first president of the
Weimar Republic.

JUNE

The Scheidemann government resigned rather
than sign the Treaty of Versailles.

28 JUNE
Germany signed the Treaty of Versailles.
The allied blockade of Germany was lifted.

TIMELINE
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The German Revolution

2.1

_

THE LAST OFFENSIVE AND
THE ARMISTICE OF 1918

Years of stalemate

In 1917 World War I entered its final year. For three and a half years troops from France, Britain
and the British Empire had faced the German army along the Western Front, which had become a
complex series of trenches and fortifications stretching more than 600 kilometres, from Switzerland
to the North Sea. In the last year of the war these mass armies remained in the same regions of
Belgium and north-eastern France as where the fighting had begun in 1914.

This had been not only the first great war of the masses but also the first war of industrial
Europe. The industrial and scientific revolution during the nineteenth century had generated new
technology, which in turn produced new weapons, powerful artillery, gas, barbed wire, machine
guns, the aeroplane and, in the closing part of the war, the tank. Despite this weaponry, the
mass armies faced off, each trying for a breakthrough. But neither side had the strength to break
through the opposing line. Amid a devastated countryside and an ever-mounting toll of killed and
wounded, the war of attrition had bogged down to a stalemate.

1917 - entry and departure

When the war began, President Wilson had declared the United States to be a neutral nation, and
until April 1917 the United States stayed out of the war. But this changed when, from 1 February
1917, Germany began a policy of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’ in an attempt to break Britain.
This meant that all ships, regardless of their nationality, could be sunk if they sought to approach the
ports of Britain or France. The German High Command believed that within six months Germany’s
fleet of more than 100 U-boats (from the German word Unterseeboot, or undersea boat) would force
the British to seek peace. But the declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare had another effect
that the German High Command had anticipated — their new policy would force the United States
to enter the war. By March 1917 seven United States merchant vessels had been sunk, and in April
1917 the United States ended its long tradition of isolationism and declared war on Germany.

As the United States entered the war another power, Russia, was close to collapse. Despite its
vast manpower, Russia was the least industrialised of the great European powers, and after a series
of defeats at the hands of the Germans it was facing revolution. In January 1917 strikes and food riots
gripped the capital, St Petersburg, and other major cities. Three months later Tsar Nicholas II was
forced to abdicate and hand over power to a provisional government.

In April 1917 the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin had returned to Russia from his exile in
Switzerland, after the German government provided him safe passage across Germany. Once in
Russia, Lenin set about the task of seizing power from the provisional government and establishing
a communist government. The Bolshevik slogan of ‘Peace, Bread and Land” was simple and effective,
and in October they ousted the provisional government.

One of the first acts of the new regime was to take Russia out of the war. The armistice between
Russia and Germany was signed in December 1917, and three months later, in March 1918, Russia
was required to sign the extremely harsh Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which ended the war in the east.
Russia lost significant territory including the Ukraine, its Polish and Baltic territories and Finland,
all formally part of the old Tsarist Empire.
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Part of the German submarine fleet used in World War |. U-boats proved to be far more effective than
German surface ships, and they were used in a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare from 1917.

The collapse of Russia in 1917 was balanced in a sense by the United States’ entry into the war.
In western Europe the three great democracies (Britain, France and the United States) and their allies
now stood opposed to German absolutism and militarism. The overthrow of the autocratic Tsarist
regime made it easier for the United States to enter the war. In President Wilson’s thinking, the war
now had a purpose — to defeat Germany and to establish a new world order in which democratic
ideals would triumph. The war would be won by the world’s three outstanding democracies.

Hindenburg and Ludendorff

Although Kaiser Wilhelm II was the ruler of Germany, control of the war had long since shifted to
the military High Command. By 1916 both the government of Germany and the conduct of the war
were effectively in the hands of two men: Field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg and General Erich
Ludendorft.

Hindenburg, who was born in 1847, had already retired from the army when World War I began,
but in August 1914 he was recalled to service. The Russians were advancing into eastern Prussia, and
Hindenburg was given command of the German Eighth Army in the east. Joining Hindenburg as
his Chief of Staff, or second-in-command, was General Erich Ludendorff. It was the beginning of a
military partnership that was to last until 1919.

Hindenburg and Ludendorft defeated the Russians in the Battle of Tannenberg in late August
1914 and in a follow-up engagement, the Battle of the Masurian Lakes, effectively ending the
Russian threat to Germany’s east. Coming at a time when the attack in the west was failing to
achieve its goals, the victory over the Russians generated outpourings of joy in Germany. It also
created the legend of Hindenburg as a great war hero, although most of the planning and strategy
had been Ludendorff’s work.

CHAPTER 2 THE GERMAN REVOLUTION
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Field Marshal Paul von Hindenburg (left) and General Erich Ludendorff at the
time of the German victories in the east against Russia.

Hindenburg may have had the
reputation, but Ludendorff had the
talent, and it was Ludendorft, with his
self-imposed sense of duty, his sharp
intelligence and his tremendous capacity
for detail and hard work, who emerged
as the real leader of Germany. Unlike
Hindenburg, who came from the Prussian
landed gentry, Ludendorff came from a
middle-class background. He had to work
hard to gain acceptance in the officer class,
which had a natural prejudice against men
of such humble origin. Ludendorff was a
man of strong will with a fanatical drive
and ambition to succeed. He was addicted
to his work and it was said that ‘he had
never seen a flower bloom, never heard a
bird sing and never watched a sun set’.! He
had far greater political and administrative
skills than Hindenburg, and after 1916 it
was Ludendorftf who was making not only
the military decisions but also the political,
economic, domestic and foreign-policy
decisions as well.

1918: the last offensive

During the winter of 1917-1918 Ludendorff
realised that Germany’s only hope of
victory lay in a decisive breakthrough on
the Western Front before the United States
had time to get fully involved in the fighting.
Although the United States had declared

war in April 1917, it took time to organise, train, equip and transport American troops to Europe.
German confidence was further boosted early in 1918 by the fact that Russia was now out of the war
and troops from the former Eastern Front could be moved to strengthen the final push in the west.
By March 1918 Ludendorff had almost 750 000 men on the Western Front, reinforced by another

120000 recalled from industrial production at home.

The German offensive began at dawn on 21 March, the first of five separate offensives along the
Western Front. What had been a relatively static front suddenly became mobile. ‘From the right,

from the left, from behind, everyone was going forward with artillery, wrote one German soldier to

his family. ‘My God where have all these people come from? It looks like the migration of a nation.”

In the early weeks of the 1918 offensive German confidence was revived as they pushed first the
British and then the French line further to the south. By the end of May, German troops once again
reached the River Marne, close to Paris, where they had been in 1914.
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A dead German soldier lies atop a munitions cart in the closing weeks of the war.

But Ludendorff’s success came at a heavy price. The German advances in 1918 had forced the
Allied lines back but they had not broken them. By June the German assault began to weaken,
and the essential breakthrough was not achieved. The best of Germany’s troops had been used in
the initial attacks and by mid-1918 the reinforcements were increasingly the young and the old.
Moreover, 100000 fresh, well-equipped American troops were now poised to enter the conflict,
with 250000 more arriving each month.

Hindenburg and Ludendorff accept defeat

By July, American and French troops began to push the Germans back from the River Marne, and
on 8 August 1918 British, Canadian and Australian divisions with more than 400 tanks broke the
German line before Amiens. The Allies advanced some 24 kilometres that day, but the psychological
impact was far more important. It was ‘the black day of the German army in the history of this war’,
wrote Ludendorff. The confident hope of a German victory had gone. Within a few weeks all the
territorial gains of the 1918 offensive were lost. The German army was now on the defensive and was
slowly falling back towards the borders of Germany itself.

In the east, as Germany’s allies Bulgaria, Austria-Hungary and Turkey faced collapse,
Ludendorff’s resolve finally broke. On 29 September, at a military conference in south-eastern
Belgium, Ludendorff and Hindenburg told Kaiser Wilhelm II and Chancellor von Hertling that the
war was lost and that Germany must negotiate an armistice with the advancing Allied forces.
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SOURCE STUDY

LUDENDORFF

SOURCE A: Ludendorff and Hindenburg accept the reality of defeat, 28 September 1918

| had slowly come to this fateful conclusion, and now felt bound and eager to act upon it, whatever
others might say, who were not so well informed as to the military situation as | was. In all the great
decisions of this war, | have followed my own views with a full sense of my own responsibility.

At six o’clock on the afternoon of the 28th of September, | went down to the Field Marshal’s room, which
was one floor below mine. | explained to him my views as to a peace offer and a request for an armistice.
The position could only grow worse, on account of the Balkan situation, even if we held our ground in the
West. Our one task now was to act definitely and firmly, without delay. The Field Marshal listened to me with
emotion. He answered that he had intended to say the same to me in the evening, that he had considered
the whole situation carefully, and thought the step necessary. We were also at one in the view that the
armistice conditions would have to permit a regular and orderly evacuation of the occupied territory.

The Field Marshal and | parted with a firm handshake, like men who have buried their dearest hopes, and
who are resolved to hold together in the hardest hours of human life as they have held together in success.

Erich Ludendorff, My War Memoirs 1974—1918, English translation, University of Michigan Library, London, 1919, p. 721.

SOURCE B: from Ludendorff's biographer, DJ Goodspeed

As the reports came in from the battlefields, they were brought to Ludendorff in his room at the Hotel
Britannique by grave-faced orderly officers. In every sector where the enemy had struck, the German
front had given way. Each situation report was more despairing than the last, and there were no
adequate reserves. The divisions held for this purpose behind the lines were exhausted, pitifully under
strength, and far too few, for the great offensives of the spring and early summer had cost Germany
more than a million casualties. By the afternoon of the 28th September, Ludendorff's nerves could stand
no more. Suddenly shaken with rage, he lurched to his feet and began to storm and curse against the
Reichstag, the Kaiser, the navy and the home front. Those who were with him hastily shut the door and
watched appalled while he worked himself up into a frenzy.

At six o'clock that evening, still white and trembling, he went slowly down the stairs to Hindenburg's
room one floor below. The Field Marshal and his First Quartermaster-General looked at each other for a
long moment without speaking, then Ludendorff haltingly began to outline his reasons for demanding
an immediate armistice. As Hindenburg listened, his faded old eyes filled with tears, but at the end he
nodded in agreement. Then he stood up and took Ludendorff's right hand in both his own. They parted
without further words, ‘like men who have buried their dearest hopes'.

DJ Goodspeed, Ludendorff: Soldier, Dictator, Revolutionary, Rupert Hart-Davis, London, 1966, p. 211.

1 Sources A and B are two accounts of the decision of the German High Command to seek an
armistice. As a historian seeking to understand the event, identify which of the two sources you
regard as the more reliable source and why.

2 What evidence is there that the historian who wrote Source B in 1966 was influenced by Source A,
written in 19197

3 Assess the following statement: The evidence in these sources suggests that Ludendorff, rather than
Hindenburg, was the more important military influence on events.

4 |dentify aspects of Ludendorff's behaviour noted in Source B that are not recorded in Source A. Can
you explain why?
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Why Germany lost the war

By September 1918 Germany was incapable of achieving victory, and the only remaining options
were to face invasion or seek a negotiated peace. In part, the war had been lost almost from the
start, when the Schlieffen Plan failed to deliver the swift and overwhelming victory Germany
needed. Any extended war, particularly a war on two fronts, was always going to be to Germany’s
disadvantage. The German nation and its economy were also unprepared to fight a long war. Trade
collapsed as the country was blockaded by the might of the British navy; there were serious food
shortages, crop failures and eventually starvation, which in 1918 alone claimed more than 290000
German lives.

The more immediate causes for the military failure were in fact fairly simple. The United
States’ entry into the war in April 1917 was the decisive factor. With its growing industrial power
and the strongest economy in the world, the United States mobilised 2 million men and was
soon able to put thousands of fresh well-equipped troops on the Western Front each month. The
German policy of unrestricted submarine warfare, a major factor in bringing the United States
into the war, had failed, and in 1918 the final great spring offensive, Germany’s last throw of the
dice, had also failed. Germany’s allies Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria were also in a state of
military collapse.

Political change

Throughout the war there had been increasing pressure for changes to the German political system.
However, as long as the military held their dominant position and the possibility of victory remained,
the prospects of political reform seemed remote. The sudden collapse of the military effort in
September 1918 changed everything. Since the Allied powers were not prepared to negotiate with the
existing military government, Hindenburg and Ludendorff now demanded that a new government be
established that had the support of the Reichstag.

On 3 October a reluctant Prince Max von Baden, an able and well-respected politician, was
appointed as the new German chancellor. The High Command that had ruled Germany since
1916 handed power back to the chancellor and his cabinet, and on the night he took office,
Prince Max dispatched a note to US President Wilson requesting an armistice. Other democratic
changes quickly followed that made both the Kaiser and the chancellor answerable to the elected
German parliament.

But Ludendorff was motivated by another consideration. The German High Command was
looking for a way to shift the responsibility for the defeat to others. The military had failed to win
the war, and now the civilian politicians would be forced to make the peace. The most important
consideration was to preserve the honour and the standing of the German army. “The Supreme
Command, wrote Ludendorff, ‘does not regard itself as being a power in politics ... it is without
political responsibility.® The new democratic civilian government would carry the blame for the
defeat. “They must make the peace that has now to be concluded,” he wrote. “They shall now eat the
soup they have brewed for us.* As part of this process of democratic reform, Hindenburg, now over
70 years old, was once again retired. Ludendorff was dismissed, and left the country for neutral
Sweden. Both would later re-emerge in the pages of German history, during the Nazi movement’s
rise to power.
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A German Nationalist poster from 1922 promoting the myth of the ‘stab in
the back’ to explain Germany’s defeat in World War |

Dolchstosslegende ‘Stab
in the Back’ - preserving
the honour of the army

The Germans had been confidently assured
of victory, and the news that negotiations
had begun to end the war came as a
profound shock. The German armies had
been victorious in the east and the Russian
Empire had collapsed. In the west, the
German armies still stood in French and
Belgian territory, and earlier in 1918 had got
within 80 kilometres of Paris. Now the army
was in retreat and military discipline was
breaking down.

Among the civilian population at home
there was a sense of betrayal, made worse by
the severe food shortages and the realisation
that it had all been in vain. A mood of
hopelessness and unrest grew in Germany,
and the belief took root among many
Germans that their country had not been
defeated, but rather, betrayed.

The Swiss newspaper Neue Ziircher
Zeitung wrote, ‘As far as the German
army is concerned the general view is
summarised in these words — it was stabbed
in the back by the civilian population.’

This became the so-called ‘stab-in-the-
back’ legend, or Dolchstosslegende, a belief
deliberately encouraged by the right-wing
conservative forces in Germany and by the
army command itself. The German army,
it was claimed, had not failed; rather, it
had been betrayed, and the scapegoats for
the defeat were easily found — socialists,

pacifists, war profiteers and Jews. To preserve the honour of the army and Germany’s military

tradition, the army leadership was not prepared to be involved with any of the negotiations for the

Dolchstosslegende shameful peace.

The legend became a convenient but genuinely held belief, for it shifted the shame of defeat

from the army and placed it elsewhere. Although in fact it was the German High Command that

had urged an armistice, they never took the blame. The civilian politicians, the so-called ‘November

criminals’, were held responsible.
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THE STAB IN THE BACK

Historian John Wheeler-Bennett on the origins of the ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend

One evening in the summer of 1919 while dining with the head of the British Military Mission,
Major General Sir Neil Malcolm, Ludendorff was explaining how the Supreme Command had
been ‘betrayed’ by the revolution on the home front. His style of speech was turgid and verbose
and in an effort to clarify the meaning in a single sentence, General Malcolm asked, ‘Do you
mean General that you were stabbed in the back?’. Ludendorff's eyes lit up and he leapt upon
the phrase like a dog on a bone. ‘Stabbed in the back’ he repeated. ‘Yes that is it exactly. We
were stabbed in the back.’

HISTORIAN STUDY

Richard Pares & Alan JP Taylor, Essays Presented to Sir Lewis Namier, Macmillan, London, 1956, p. 535.

From the historian lan Kershaw

In reality, of course, there had been no treachery, no ‘stab-in-the-back’. This was a pure
invention of the Right, a legend the Nazis would use as a central element of their propaganda
armoury. Unrest at home was a consequence, not a cause of military failure. Germany had been
militarily defeated ... At home, the mood was one of mounting protest — embittered, angry, and
increasingly rebellious.

lan Kershaw, Hitler 1889—1936: Hubris, Allen Lane, London, 1998, p. 97.

Explain what the ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend was.

What impact do you think the ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend had on German civilians?

Why does Kershaw believe the legend was an ‘invention of the Right'?

What, according to Kershaw, was one of the longer-term consequences of the ‘stab-in-the-back’
legend?

s w N =

THE END OF THE WAR

i In early 1917 Germany began a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare. In April 1917 the
United States entered World War [ after Germany began to sink American ships.

il In October 1917 the new Bolshevik (communist) government in Russia sued for peace.

il After Russia’s defeat, Germany believed it could win the war by delivering a knockout
offensive on the Western Front before the United States became fully involved in the war.

il Ludendorft planned and launched the great German offensive on the Western Front in
March 1918. Despite initial success, by August 1918 it was clear that the offensive had failed.

i Ludendorff and Hindenburg accepted the reality of defeat and demanded that the German
government negotiate an armistice to end the war.

il The military High Command handed power back to the Reichstag and the civilian
politicians in order to avoid having to make the peace.

i The politicians, not the army, were to carry the blame for the defeat.

il Encouraged by right-wing circles and the army leadership, a belief grew that Germany had
been betrayed rather than defeated; it had been ‘stabbed in the back’.
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Kiel mutiny

0 Explain why the United States entered World War | in April 1917. How did the entry of the United
States affect the course and outcome of the war?

e What did the German leadership hope to achieve as a result of the Spring Offensive of March 19187
e Identify two key reasons why the Spring Offensive failed and two consequences of this failure.

o What was the long-term impact of the civilian politicians signing the armistice?

2.2

_

DEFEAT AND REVOLUTION, 1918-1919

The Kiel mutiny

The so-called November Revolution in Germany was triggered by a mutiny in the German navy.
Apart from two naval battles, at Dogger Bank (1915) and Jutland (1916), most of the surface fleet had
remained inactive throughout the war. However, in the closing days of the conflict, in November
1918, the Supreme Naval Command, determined to restore the honour of the service, decided to
launch an attack on the vastly superior British fleet. But the sailors in the port of Wilhelmshaven
simply refused to get up steam or raise the anchors. The mutiny of the sailors spread to the nearby
naval port of Kiel, where the workers joined them in protest.

Workers” and Soldiers’ Councils

The Kiel Workers” and Soldiers’ Council was set up in November 1918. It was a political association
made up of workers and returning soldiers, modelled on the soviets that had sprung up during the
Russian Revolution. Within days, the revolutionary action in Kiel spread to other cities, and by

the first week of November, Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils were functioning in Liibeck, Hamburg,
Cologne, Leipzig, Bremen and other northern German cities.

The sudden appearance of these Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils was the result of sheer
frustration, war weariness and disillusionment on the part of workers and returning soldiers. In most
cases the councils, which took control of the local city governments, were led by moderate socialists
who now demanded democracy, freedom of speech, social reform, the release of political prisoners,
the removal of the Kaiser and the immediate end of the war.

The Bavarian Republic

The unrest in northern Germany quickly spread to other parts of the country. A Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Council was set up in the southern state of Bavaria, and on 8 November Bavaria went
further and declared itself to be an independent republic. This was a revolutionary act. The Bavarian
monarchy was abolished and a new government, led by the radical socialist Kurt Eisner, claimed
power. Civil unrest and the breakdown of order were spreading across Germany as a sense of defeat
and disillusionment grew.
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The abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm Il

The wave of unrest in northern Germany

and the fall of the monarchy in Bavaria increased
the pressure for the removal of the Kaiser. The
High Command also believed that, for the sake
of Germany, the Kaiser had to go. But Wilhelm II
resisted all pressure to abdicate.

Hindenburg, as a soldier who had devoted
his life to the monarchy, did not have the
courage to face the Kaiser. With tears running
down his face, he remained silent as General
Wilhelm Groener, Ludendorff’s successor, told
the Kaiser that he no longer had the support of
the army or the nation. A few hours later, on
10 November 1918, the Kaiser left Germany for
exile in Holland. He was to spend the rest of his
life in exile, and never saw Germany again.

Germany becomes a republic

On the day the Kaiser’s abdication was
announced, Prince Max von Baden also stepped
down as chancellor. He handed the government
of Germany to Friedrich Ebert, the leader of
the Social Democratic Party (SPD), the largest
political group in the Reichstag. ‘Herr Ebert, [ am
entrusting you with the German Empire,’ Prince
Max said. ‘T have lost two sons for this Empire,
Ebert replied.’®

Shortly after Ebert accepted the office of
chancellor, his deputy, Philipp Scheidemann,
addressed an excited crowd from the balcony of
the Reichstag building in Berlin. He ended his
speech with an emotional cry: “The old and the
rotten — the monarchy — has broken down. Long
live the new! Long live the German Republic!’
Chancellor Ebert had wanted an elected
assembly to decide whether Germany would
become a republic, but it was too late now.
At the end of a momentous day the Kaiser was
gone, the Social Democratic Party had been
handed power, and Imperial Germany had
become Republican Germany.

Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm I

Proclamation of the Republic

A French postcard from 1918 representing the defeat of Imperial
Germany by the victorious allied powers

-

Philipp Scheidemann (Deputy Chancellor) declared Germany a republic
during a speech on 9 November 1918.
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NOVEMBER 1918

SOURCE A: Philipp Scheidemann recalls the events of November 1918

On the morning of 9 November 1918, the Reichstag was like an armed camp. Working men and soldiers
were going in and out. Many bore arms ...

The main lobby presented a dramatic spectacle. Guns were piled up in stacks. In the hall thousands
of hustling men seemed to be talking and shouting at the same time. | intended to speak to the crowd
from a window ... the shouts of the crowd sounded like a mighty chorus. Then there was silence. | only
said a few words which were received with tremendous cheering.

Workers and soldiers, the cursed war is at an end. Murder has ceased. The Emperor has abdicated.
The people have triumphed over them all along the line. Prince Max von Baden has handed over his
office as Chancellor to Ebert. Workers and soldiers, realise the historic importance of today. Miracles
have happened. Everything for the people, everything by the people. Nothing must be done that brings
dishonour to the Labour movement. Stand united and loyal. The old and the rotten—the monarchy—
has broken down. Long live the new! Long live the German Republic!

SOURCE STUDY

Philipp Scheidemann, The Making of New Germany: The Memoairs of Philipp Scheidemann, D Appleton and Co,
New York, 1929, p. 582.

QUESTIONS

1 Explain why there was chaos and disorder in Germany in early November 1918.

2 Who does Scheidemann claim the new Republic is for?

3 What was the significance of Philipp Scheidemann’s speech on 9 November 19187
4

How would the extract from Scheidemann’s memoir be useful to a historian? What would be some
of its limitations?

SOURCE B: The German Revolution: a newspaper editorial

Words cannot suffice to explain the indignation and the grief ... the great edifice [structure] for which
our fathers fought with their blood—wiped out by treason in the ranks of our own people. Germany
yesterday still unconquered, now left at the mercy of her enemies by men bearing the name of Germans,
forced to her knees in disgrace by crime in her own ranks!

The German socialists knew that peace was in the offing and that it was merely a matter of facing
the enemy for a few weeks with a firm front to extract tolerable conditions from him. In this situation
they hoisted the white flag. This is an evil that can never and shall never be forgiven. It is an act of
treason towards the German people.

Deutsche Tageszeitung, 10 November 1918.

QUESTIONS

1 According to the newspaper editorial (Source B), who has committed treason?

2 ldentify which classes or groups in German society would support the views of the Deutsche Tageszeitung.
3 According to Source B, what should the German socialists have done?
4

Does Source B support or oppose the ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend? Use evidence from the source to
support your answer.
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The Armistice, 11 November 1918

On 8 November, two days after President Wilson
had informed the German government that
the Allies were prepared to grant an armistice,
Matthias Erzberger, a minister in the German
government, along with other members of the
German armistice commission, left Berlin to sign
the document that would end the war. ‘May God
travel with you,” Hindenburg told Erzberger, ‘and
see that you succeed in attaining the best that can
still be secured for the Fatherland.®

The Germans crossed no-man’s-land between
the opposing armies in a car, with a bugler
on the running board heralding their progress.
Finally, they arrived at the private railway car of
Marshal Foch, the Allied commander-in-chief,

in the forest of Compiégne near Paris. He handed Erzberger the terms of the
armistice, with the demand that it be accepted within 72 hours. Attempts
by the Germans to modify the terms were rejected by the Allies, leaving the

The German delegation, led by Matthias Erzberger, sign the armistice
on 11 November 1918.

Moderate socialism

Represented by the German Social

government in Berlin no option. The German representatives were instructed * Moderate and supportive of the

to sign the armistice agreement, which they did at 5 am on 11 November.

The war ended six hours later.

The Social Democratic Party

When World War I broke out in 1914, the largest political party in the Reichstag
was the Social Democratic Party, or Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(SPD). The SPD championed the cause of the working class and the demand

for increased political democracy in the state. It had become a reformist party,
and sought power and influence not by threatening to destroy the state but

by working within the political structure to change it. It did not believe that

a working-class revolution was needed to achieve its goals. The growth of the

democratic system.

It came to power in 1918 with the collapse
of the monarchy.

Led by Friedrich Ebert and Philipp
Scheidemann.

German trade union movement and a general improvement in the conditions of
the working class reduced the likelihood of a working-class revolution. By 1914 the SPD held 110 seats
in the Reichstag, and with over 1 million members, it was in fact the largest political party in the world.

The Independent Social Democratic Party (USPD)

The Unabhdngige Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (USPD) was a smaller, more extreme
political group that had split from the SPD in 1917. While the SPD’s priority was the need to preserve

order and elect a new German parliament that would carry through democratic reforms, the USPD

believed that changes had to occur within Germany’s social structure before democracy could function.

Friedrich Ebert

The new chancellor, Friedrich Ebert, was the leader of the SPD. He and his party had come to power

unprepared and unexpectedly, and their most urgent priority was the need to establish order amid the
disorder that threatened the state. Ebert was an able and practical politician with a clear understanding
of the demands and dangers facing Germany. These included disillusioned soldiers returning from the

war and the possibility of civil war and revolutionary uprising from the extreme left. ‘I do not want
it,” he told Prince Max von Baden. ‘In fact I hate it like sin.” The socialist newspaper Vorwdrts shared
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Ebert’s concern. ‘Socialism is organisation,’ it
wrote in November 1918, ‘disorganisation is the
worst enemy of socialism.”®

Ebert believed that the revolution was
over, and although the government carried
through some immediate reforms (guaranteeing
freedom of speech and assembly, releasing
political prisoners, and granting an eight-hour
day and a system of unemployment benefits),
the government’s main aim was to proceed to
democratic elections for a new National Assembly

(a parliament). This new body would have the task

of addressing the great problems Germany faced.
Friedrich Ebert, German chancellor during the revolutionary upheavals of

. ) ) ) However, for the extreme groups of German
1918-1919 and the first president of the Weimar Republic

politics the real revolution was yet to come.
The threat to Ebert and the moderate socialists of the SPD came not from their traditional opponents —
the conservative forces of the right — but from the demands of the radical or extreme left.

The Ebert-Groener Pact

The night Ebert became chancellor, General Groener, Ludendorft’s successor, telephoned Ebert on
a secret line between the military headquarters and the chancellery. The military leadership feared
not only the extreme left but also the disintegration of military discipline in the armed forces. In
return for maintaining discipline and order in the army, the military was prepared, in General
Groener’s words, to ‘put itself at the government’s disposal’’ The pact between Ebert and Groener

had important implications:

il In the short term, the right-wing army leadership, despite the fact that it had little sympathy
for the new republic, was prepared to support a moderate left-wing socialist government
against elements that threatened the stability of the republic.

il In the long term, the pact allowed the German army to retain its influence and to become a
key political force in the future republic.

THE EBERT-GROENER PACT

SOURCE A: General Groener writes to his wife about the pact with Ebert,
17 November 1918

The Field Marshal and | intend to support Ebert whom | estimate as a straightforward, honest and decent
character as long as possible so the cart does not slide further to the left. But where is the courage of the
middle class? That a tiny minority could simply overthrow the whole German Empire is one of the saddest

SOURCE STUDY

events of the whole history of the German nation. During four years the German people stood unbroken
against a world of enemies—now it permits a handful of sailors to knock it down as if it were a dummy.

Francis Carsten, The Reichswehr and Politics 1918 -1933, OUP, London, 1966, p. 12.

| QUESTIONS |

1 Explain why the army leadership was prepared to support Ebert’s socialist government.

2 Explain what General Groener meant by the remark ‘so the cart does not slide further to the left'.

3 What were the benefits and the dangers of allowing the German Army to retain its influence?

30 REPUBLIC TO REICH A HISTORY OF GERMANY 1918-1945

9780170410106



9780170410106

The Stinnes-Legien Agreement, November 1918

German industry and big business were also concerned by the revolutionary disorders in November
1918, particularly the unrest in the working class. On 15 November, amid the revolutionary
upheavals of that month, an agreement was signed between the leader of the German trade

unions, Carl Legien, and a spokesman for the industrialists, Hugo Stinnes. Known as the Stinnes—
Legien Agreement, it was an arrangement that suited both business and the German workers and
delivered an important element of industrial cooperation. Employers accepted the concept of an
eight-hour day for German workers, and workers were also given the right to collective bargaining
with their employers.

This rare example of cooperation between German big business and the German workers was
one of the reasons why a period of conflict between workers and employers did not eventuate in
Germany. German trade unions gained significant benefits, and went on to cooperate with employers
to preserve order and a measure of stability. It was one of the most important achievements of the
German revolution.

The threat from the extreme left

The war ended in November 1918, but the suffering continued.
More than 3 million war-weary troops, who after 11 November Extreme socialism

had begun their orderly retreat back across the Rhine, returned *  Represented by the Spartacist League until 1919.
Becomes Communist Party of Germany,

to a country facing a bitter winter, made worse by the severe food Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD).

shortages (the Allied blockade continued until July 1919). Many

A Marxist revolutionary movement that believed

returning soldiers found only hardship and unemployment. In Germany should follow the example of the Bolsheviks
. . in Russia and create a state based on the rule of the

January 1919 in Berlin alone the unemployed numbered some Wertnalee

250000. Unemployed workers were a ready audience for the - Their attempted uprising in 1919 was suppressed.

radical political messages of the extreme left. + Leaders were Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht.

The Spartacist uprising, January 1919

At the extreme left of German politics was the Spartakusbund
(the Spartacist League), led by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa
Luxemburg. It took its name from the famous Thracian gladiator
Spartacus, who had defied the authority of Rome in 73 BCE.

The Spartacists were true revolutionaries, refusing to recognise
the authority of the state and committed to the concept of world
revolution. Inspired by Russian communism, they wanted to
overthrow the Ebert government and establish a soviet republic
in Germany.

Through their newspaper Die Rote Fahne (The Red Flag)
and in a series of mass meetings and demonstrations, the
Spartacists urged counter-revolution. They believed that the
true revolution of the working class was yet to take place, and
in the cold and hungry winter of 1918 political discontent grew.
In late December the Spartacists held their first congress and
declared themselves to be the Communist Party of Germany,
Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD).

In early January 1919 demonstrations broke out in Berlin
over the dismissal of the Berlin Police Chief, Emile Eichhorn,

a member of the USPD and a supporter of the radical left. Rosa Luxemburg, one of the leaders of the far left—

Encouraged by the size of the working-class protest, a group wing Spartacist League, in 1905
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within the Spartacists sought to seize power. In Russia in 1917 a second revolution had carried the
Bolsheviks to power over the moderate socialists; now in Germany in 1918 a second revolution
Lebknechis decloraion - SOUGhE to achieve the same goal.
A number of key buildings in Berlin were seized, including the railway station and the office of the
socialist newspaper Vorwdrts, and a revolutionary committee declared the Ebert government deposed.

Counter-revolution: Gustav Noske and the Freikorps

Ebert had anticipated the possibility of an armed revolt by the extreme left, and in December 1918
he had appointed a fellow socialist, Gustav Noske, to be Defence Minister. ‘Someone must be the
bloodhound,” Noske is reputed to have said. ‘T won't shirk the responsibility.*
Although the army had secretly pledged to support the government, Noske saw the Freikorps
(Free Corps) units as a more reliable instrument to counter any threat from the extreme left. The
Freikorps were volunteer groups of ex-soldiers who formed themselves into independent military
units under former officers. In the unsettled situation in Germany in November 1918, almost 400000
former soldiers were involved with the Freikorps as they emerged all over the country. Politically
they were unreliable, and although they had little sympathy for the moderate socialist government in
Berlin, they saw the threat of communism as the more immediate and present danger.
The Ebert government, almost besieged in the chancellery, ordered Gustav Noske to restore
order in the capital. Noske’s Freikorps units carried out their task with some brutality; buildings
Freikorps seized by the Spartacists were recaptured, and after three days of fighting on the streets of Berlin the
Spartacist uprising was crushed. The Spartacists, who were mainly civilians, were no match for the
Freikorps with their military training, and more than 150 Spartacists were killed. Among those who
died were Karl Liebknecht, who had supported the attempted uprising, and Rosa Luxemburg, who
had initially opposed it. They were arrested and murdered by Freikorps troops. Four months later
The bverien Republic.  Luxemburg’s body was dredged out of an ice-covered Berlin canal.

Unrest in Bavaria

The events in Berlin in January 1919 were
repeated in other German cities, including
Bremen, Diisseldorf and Wilhelmshaven.
When communists and radical workers
proclaimed the city of Bremen to be a
Workers’ Republic, Noske ordered the
Freikorps to put down the uprising. In

the southern state of Bavaria, which

Kurt Eisner had declared to be a socialist
republic, a declaration that helped trigger
the November Revolution, there was even
more violence. In the elections for the
Bavarian parliament in February 1919,
Eisner’s USPD was defeated, and a few days
later Eisner himself was assassinated. In
the political chaos that followed, the defiant

The Werdenfelser Freikorps unit, wearing traditional Bavarian clothing, communists, despite the hopelessness of
marching through the streets of Munich after the suppression of the their situation, declared Bavaria to be a
Bavarian Soviet Republic in May 1919 communist republic.
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WAS WILL SPARTAKUS?

imagefolk/Fine Art Images

Was will Spartakus? (What does Spartakus Represent?),
a poster produced by the Spartacist League 1919

Why do you think the Spartacists created this poster?
Who are the Spartacists’ enemies, as depicted in this poster?

Explain why the Spartacist uprising had little chance of success in 1919.

1
2
3
4

Which of the following statements cannot be supported by the historical facts?

A The Spartacists were suppressed by the will of the moderate left-wing government with support
from right-wing groups in German society.

B After 1919 the Spartacists became part of the German Communist Party (KPD).

C The Spartacist movement took inspiration and example from the Communist revolution in Russia
in 1917.

D The Freikorps provided military support for the Spartacist uprising.

5 Why would the moderate left want to put down the Spartacists’ revolt?

SOURCE STUDY

The suppression of counter-revolution

The government of Berlin ordered the suppression of the revolts in Bavaria, and the Freikorps, along
with units of the regular army, moved on the Bavarian capital, Munich. Throughout April and May
the radical protests were crushed and more than 500 people were killed. One man who observed the
political violence in Munich in 1919 was a 30-year-old ex-soldier who had returned to the city after
service in the war. His name was Adolf Hitler.

The Spartacist uprising and the other attempts at political violence in 1919 were an important
feature of the German Revolution:

i In the face of this revolutionary threat from the far left, the elected German government
needed the support of the force of the right, the Freikorps and the German army to ensure its
survival. Even after defeat in war, the role of the German army was important in determining
the government of Germany.
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il The revolutionary activity of 1919 also left a deep and enduring hatred within the forces of the
left, and in particular between the SPD and the German communists. The communists, and
others on the extreme left, could never forgive Ebert and the moderate socialist government
for ordering right-wing military groups like the Freikorps to suppress the uprising.

il A great distrust grew between the parties of the left, and the division never healed. This
division was one of the reasons the left was less able to resist the rise of the extreme right in
the form of the Nazis in the early 1930s.

Mutiny in parts Workers and Kurt Eisner Congress of Workers’ The Assassination
of the German Soldiers’ declares Bavaria and Soldiers’ Spartacist of Kurt Eisner.
navy at Kiel and Councils set to be a socialist Councils calls for uprising Revolutionary
Wilhelmshaven up in Kiel and ) republic democratic reform in : violence in
: in other north the army and other ~ Bavaria
German cities . areas of German : :
: & society : :
\ 4 v K 4 4 s 4
29 Oct 4 Nov 8 Nov 9 Nov 15 Nov 19 Nov 5Jan 21 Feb March
= A ¥ =
; : : Freikorps groups
: The Stinnes— and units of the
5 The Ebert— Legien Agreement. ; army end the
The German Republic is Groener Pact An agreement Freikorps revolutionary
proclaimed. Ebert, the leader secures army between German units suppress disturbances in
of the SPD, becomes the new support for the industry and the the Spartacist Bavaria. More than
Chancellor. new republic German workers uprising 500 die.

COUNTER-REVOLUTIO

Revolution and counter-revolution 1918-1919

imagefolk/Mary Evans Picture Library

Freikorps troops
watch over Unter
den Linden from
their position

on top of the
Brandenburg Gate
in Berlin during the
Spartacist uprising
in January 1919
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THE UNREST OF 1919
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Ebert established a provisional government called the Council of People’s Representatives.

Both Ebert’s government and the army feared disorder and a revolutionary threat from the
extreme left.

General Groener gave Ebert the support of the German army to defend the state from the
extreme left.

At best, the German army tolerated the new republic because the right-wing army
leadership feared disorder and the threat from the extreme left.

The government supported the formation of the Freikorps to help counter threats from the
extreme left.

In January 1919 the Spartacist uprising took place and was suppressed by the Freikorps.
The government also ordered the suppression of the extreme left in Bavaria.

The fact that Ebert’s socialist government had used the army and the Freikorps to
suppress the threat from the extreme left caused a deep bitterness in the left, which
would endure until the victory of the extreme right (the Nazis) in 1933.

Identify the main revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces at work in Germany in 1918 -1919. %
Match each term in Group A with its description or action in Group B. E
GROUP A GROUP B =
Karl Liebknecht The German parliament o~
Groener A leader of the Spartacist movement =
Reichstag Declared the new Republic in November 1918

Spartacists Military units mainly consisting of right-wing ex-soldiers

Philipp Scheidemann Ludendorff's successor

Matthias Erzberger An extreme left-wing political group

Freikorps Signed the armistice on 11 November 1918

Identify the main left-wing groups in Germany in 1918 =1919. Which of these groups was the
most extreme and which was the most moderate? Explain how and why these left-wing groups
were divided.

Outline some of the reasons why the Spartacist uprising of 1919 failed.

Why was a left-wing revolution launched in Germany immediately after World War | and why
did it fail?
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2.3

_

GERMANY AND THE TREATY
OF VERSAILLES

In late April 1919, a German delegation led by the foreign minister Count Ulrich von Brockdorft-
Rantzau arrived in France to receive details of the peace settlement. A few days later, at a brief
ceremony at the Trianon Palace at Versailles, two copies of the treaty — one in English and one

in French — were handed to the Germans. “The hour has struck for the weighty settlement of our
account,’ the French leader Georges Clemenceau told the Germans. “You have asked for peace. We
are disposed to give it to you.™

The terms of the Treaty of Versailles came as a great shock to the Germans. Germany had sought
an armistice in November 1918 and expected the peace settlement to be based on President Wilson’s
Fourteen Points. They also expected a moderate peace from the democracies of Britain, France and
the United States, especially since Germany itself was now a democracy.

Instead, the Germans had been allowed no say in the drafting of the peace. This was a peace
imposed by the victors — the German word often used was diktat (an imposed peace) — and it was
shaped in large measure by the French determination to ensure that Germany would never again
threaten France.

The Germans had arrived at Versailles expecting that negotiations would take place, and they
actually carried a list of concessions that the German government was prepared to make. But there
was to be no negotiation. Germany was given 15 days to respond, and would then be required to sign

the treaty.

The terms of the treaty

Military provisions

I The German army was to be reduced to
100000 men, and Germany was forbidden
to produce heavy guns, poisonous gas or
tanks. Compulsory military service was
banned, the German General Staff was
abolished, military academies were to be
closed, and Germany was forbidden to
develop an air force.

i The German navy was to be reduced to a
few ships for coastal patrols. Submarines
were strictly forbidden.

Territorial provisions

A German tank being destroyed in 1919 as part of the disarmament i Alsace and Lorraine, the territories
requirement of the Treaty of Versailles

Germany took from France in 1871, were

to be returned to France.

il The rich German coal-producing area of the Saar Basin was to be placed under international
control for 15 years, with its valuable coal resources going to France.

i The region of Posen was given to the new nation of Poland. To give the new Polish state access
to the sea, part of west Prussia was also incorporated into the Polish state, cutting East Prussia
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off from the rest of Germany. This region, the so-called ‘Polish Corridor’, contained not only
Poles but also Germans, who now found themselves living in Poland.

il The major German city of Danzig on the Baltic Sea was also detached from Germany and
made a free city under the control of the League of Nations.

i Part of northern Schleswig was given to Denmark.

i The region of Eupen and Malmedy in the west was given to Belgium.

i To protect France from future German aggression, the Rhineland (an area of Germany between
the Rhine River and the French border) was to be permanently demilitarised. It remained in
Germany, but Germany was forbidden to have any military forces in the Rhineland.

i Austria became a separate country, and any future union between Germany and Austria
(known as Anschluss) was strictly forbidden.

Colonial provisions
ilv  Germany was deemed ‘colonially unworthy” and lost all of its colonies. They were to be
administered as mandate territories by the League of Nations.

Reparations
v Germany was to pay the cost of the war. The final reparation figure of 132000 million gold
marks (US$32 billion) was not arrived at until 1921. Trecty of Versailles

War guilt

i Germany was to accept responsibility for the war. Clause 231 of the treaty soon became
known as the ‘war guilt clause’, which required Germany to accept ‘all the losses which the
Allied and Associated Powers have suffered as a consequence of the war forced upon them by
the attack of Germany and its Allies’.
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Germany under the Treaty of Versailles
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RESPONSES TO THE TREATY

SOURCE A:The Allied response to the German government’s protest that the
Treaty of Versailles was too harsh, 16 June 1919

In the view of the Allied and Associated Powers, the war which began on August 1, 1914, was the
greatest crime against humanity and the freedom of peoples that any nation calling itself civilised has

SOURCE STUDY

ever consciously committed ... The conduct of Germany is almost unexampled in human history. The
terrible responsibility which lies at her door can be seen in the fact that not less than seven million
dead lie buried in Europe, while more than twenty million others carry upon themselves the evidence of
wounds and sufferings because Germany saw fit to gratify her lust by resort to war.

It is said that the German Revolution ought to make a difference and that the German people are
not responsible for the policy of the rulers whom they have thrown from power.

The Allied and Associated Powers recognise and welcome the change. But it cannot affect the
settlement itself. Throughout the war, as before the war, the German people supported the war,
subscribed the war loans, and obeyed every order, however savage, of their government, for at any
moment they could have reversed it. They cannot now pretend, having changed their rulers after the war
was lost, that it is justice that they should escape the consequences of their deeds.

Alma Luckau, The German Delegation at the Paris Peace Conference, Columbia University Press, New York, 1941, p. 415.

SOURCE B: Editorial from the German newspaper Deutsche Zeitung, 28 June 1919

Vengeance German Nation! Today in the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles the disgraceful treaty is being
signed. Do not forget it. In the place where in the glorious year of 1871 the German Empire in all its
glory had its origin, German honour is being carried into its grave. Do not forget it! The German people
will with unceasing labour press forward to reconquer the place among nations to which it is entitled.
Then will come vengeance for the shame of 1919.

Koppel Pinson, Modern Germany, Macmillan, London, 1966, p. 398.

QUESTIONS ”

1 Explain why the Allies were still determined to punish Germany after 1918, even though Germany
was now a democracy.

What evidence does Source A provide that the German people supported the Kaiser and the war?
What is Source B suggesting will happen in the future?

Do you think Source B accurately reflects the mood in Germany in June 19197

o &~ W N

How would a newspaper article be useful to a historian? What would be some of its limitations?

Germany'’s reaction to the Treaty of Versailles

Germany’s immediate reaction to the terms of the treaty was shock and anger. Chancellor
Scheidemann announced that the government would not accept it. “We must hold together, we must
stick together. We are one flesh and one blood, the chancellor told the Reichstag in May 1919. “What
hand would not wither that binds itself and us to these fetters [chains].*?

But despite the anger and emotional outbursts, the reality was that the German government
had very little choice but to accept the treaty. The Allied powers were prepared to resume the war if
Germany did not sign. They had also maintained a brutal blockade of Germany after the armistice
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was signed, which caused severe food shortages and ultimately accounted for the deaths of many
thousands of Germans before it was finally lifted in June 1919.

Many in Germany, including Chancellor Scheidemann and Field Marshal von Hindenburg,
urged outright rejection of the treaty. Although Hindenburg clearly understood the consequences of
doing so, and was well aware that the Germans had no prospect of victory in the west if the war was
resumed, Hindenburg’s whole life and purpose had been the German army. In 1918 he had urged an
end to the war and then stood aside and let the civilian politicians negotiate the peace. In 1919 it was
again the civilian politicians who would carry the shame of accepting the peace treaty. Either way,

the honour and reputation of the German army was to be preserved.

The other military leader, Ludendorff’s successor General Groener, took a more realistic view
and urged the government to accept the treaty. If Germany resisted, he wrote, ‘the result would be
the downfall of Germany, the Allies would show themselves pitiless. The officer corps would be

destroyed and the name of Germany would disappear from the map’.!?

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

SOURCE A: Field Marshal von Hindenburg urges rejection of the Treaty of
Versailles, 17 June 1919

At the resumption of hostilities we would be militarily in a position to reconquer the province of Posen
and to hold our frontiers in the East. In the West, given the numerical superiority of the Entente [Britain
and France] and its opportunity to outflank us on both sides, we can scarcely count on success if our
enemy mounts a serious offensive. A favourable outcome to the whole operation is therefore very
doubtful, but as a soldier | must prefer honourable defeat to a shameful peace.

Quoted in Otto-Ernst Schuddekopf, Das Heer und die Republik, Norddt. Verlagsanst, Hannover, 1955, p. 94.

SOURCE STUDY

1 Explain why Hindenburg would have given this advice about rejecting the Treaty of Versailles.

2 Evaluate how realistic this advice was, given the political and military situation in 1919.

Germany signs the Treaty
of Versailles

On 22 June Chancellor Scheidemann
resigned rather than sign the treaty, and a
new government of the SPD and the Centre
Party was formed under Gustav Bauer. Two
days later, the Reichstag reluctantly voted

to accept the treaty, and on 28 June 1919,

in a ceremony in the Hall of Mirrors at
Versailles, near Paris, two German delegates,
Dr Miiller and Dr Bell, signed the Treaty of
Versailles. In the very room where Bismarck
had declared the German Empire in 1871,
the Germans were forced to accept the

The signing of the Treaty of Versailles in the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles,
28 June 1919

humiliation of defeat.
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SOURCE STUDY

HAROLD NICOLSON (A BRITISH POLITICIAN) DESCRIBES THE

SIGNING OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, 28 JUNE 1919

We enter the Hall of Mirrors. It is divided into three sections. At the far end are the press already thickly
installed. In the middle there is a horse-shoe table for the plenipotentiaries [diplomats]. In front of that,
like a guillotine, is the table for the signatures ...

And then, isolated and pitiable, come the two German delegates, Dr Miller and Dr Bell. The silence is
terrifying. They keep their eyes fixed away from those two thousand staring eyes, fixed upon the ceiling.

They are deathly pale. They do not appear as representatives of a brutal militarism. The one is thin
and pink eye-lidded, the other is moon faced and suffering. It is all most painful.

They are conducted to their chairs. Clemenceau [the French Prime Minister] at once breaks the
silence. ‘Gentlemen,” he rasps, ‘the session is open.’ He adds a few ill-chosen words. ‘We are here to sign
a Treaty of Peace.’ Then St Quentin advances towards the Germans and with the utmost dignity leads
them to the little table on which the Treaty is expanded. There is general tension. They sign. There is
general relaxation ... Suddenly from outside comes the crash of guns thundering in salute. It announces
to Paris that the second Treaty of Versailles has been signed by Dr Muller and Dr Bell.

Through a few open windows comes the sound of distant crowds cheering hoarsely ... We keep our
seats while the Germans were conducted like prisoners from the dock, their eyes still fixed upon some
distant point of the horizon. We still keep our seats to allow the Big Five to pass down the aisle, Wilson,
Lloyd George, the Dominions [parts of the British Empire, including Australial, others. Finally Clemenceau.
Painleve who was sitting one off from me rose to greet him. He stretched out both his hands and grasped
Clemenceau'’s right glove. He congratulated him. Yes,’ said Clemenceau, ‘it is a good day.’ There were
tears in his bleary eyes.

Harold Nicolson, Peacemaking, Methuen, London, 1933, p. 368.

1 Harold Nicolson was an eyewitness to the event and a member of the British delegation. How might
this influence his observations?

2 Why would Clemenceau have stated that it was ‘a good day'?

3 How would Nicolson’s observations be useful to a historian?

The Treaty of Versailles - a harsh peace?

The traditional view is that the Treaty of Versailles was a harsh document, motivated, as far as

the French were concerned, by a desire for revenge and to ensure Germany could never again
threaten French soil. This traditional view is based on the belief that the treaty weakened the
German democracy, contributed to Germany’s economic hardships and ultimately helped the Nazis
to come to power. This argument supports the idea that the treaty that ended World War I helped
cause World War II.

This traditional view gained added acceptance when the eminent British economist John
Maynard Keynes, who was part of the British delegation at the conference, published his famous
book The Economic Consequences of the Peace, almost as soon as the conference ended. He called
the Treaty of Versailles a ‘Carthaginian peace’, accused the French leader Georges Clemenceau of
seeking ‘to crush the economic life of his enemy’, and saw the reparations and other economic terms
as having been designed to reduce Germany and its people to economic enslavement.
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In recent times there have been new
arguments from a number of historians
who have questioned this traditional view of
the Treaty of Versailles, suggesting that the
treaty was in fact not that harsh. Canadian
historian Margaret MacMillan is part of
this new school of historical opinion, as was
the late German historian Detlev Peukert.
More recently, the German-born Australian
historian Jirgen Tampke has added to the
debate with his book A Perfidious Distortion
of History (2017).

The issue of reparations is one
area that has come under a closer re-
examination, particularly the view that war
reparations broke the German economy.
Tampke suggests that the economic impact
of the reparations has been overstated.
‘Germany did not pay much and what
it did pay was with borrowed money ...
in monetary terms Germany paid about
7 billion in gold marks, 5 million of this
was with American loans, so all told they
paid about 2 billion marks, less than 1% of
their annual budget’** It is an argument
that Detlev Peukert had raised earlier in
his book The Weimar Republic: The Crisis
of Classical Modernity (1992). While
acknowledging that the treaty was not
without flaws, he suggested that it was in
fact quite reasonable.'

These historians also dispute any claim
that the Treaty of Versailles was responsible
for bringing Hitler to power in 1933 and
was therefore a cause of World War II.
While accepting that the Nazi movement
gained propaganda value from attacking the
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This propaganda poster created in 1929 shows the German people reduced to
slavery by the demands of the much-hated Treaty of Versailles.

treaty, an often-overlooked fact is that every political grouping was doing the same. Tampke is clear

in his view that Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor in January 1933 was the result of factors that were

operating in Germany from 1929 to 1933 and had nothing to do with the treaty. As far as the outbreak

of war was concerned, MacMillan has written that ‘Hitler did not wage war because of the Treaty of

Versailles, although he found its existence a godsend for his propaganda ... When war came in 1939,

it was a result of 20 years of decisions taken or not taken, not of arrangements made in 1919.'¢

Under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles Germany lost about 13 per cent of its territory

(most of it in eastern Europe), about 12 per cent of its population, and some 48 per cent of its

iron ore and 16 per cent of its coal resources. While the German condemnation of the treaty was

understandable and genuine, it should nonetheless be placed in perspective. The French had been

demanding a more severe settlement, including the loss of the Rhineland and the creation of an

independent buffer zone along the Franco—German border. This did not happen. Germany was

neither occupied nor divided (as it was after World War II), and the nation remained essentially
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intact. The peace treaty could, in fact, have been much harsher, particularly in light of the very
severe Treaty of Brest-Litovsk that Germany had imposed on the defeated Russians in 1918. Under
that treaty, Russia had lost 25 per cent of its territory, 40 per cent of its population and more than
70 per cent of its industrial capacity.

Apart from Soviet Russia, Germany was still the largest nation on the continent and still
potentially the most powerful, despite the restrictions of the treaty. The war had been fought
outside Germany and, unlike France and Belgium, Germany had suffered very little war damage.
The German population remained larger than that of its traditional enemy, France, and Germany’s
industrial capacity, despite the clauses of the treaty, remained strong. Motivated by a strong feeling
of national humiliation, the aim of every German government after 1919 was to revise or evade the
provisions of the treaty, and in this task the Germans had some success. The economic restrictions
held Germany back for a time, but by 1924 the German economy was in recovery and expanding.
Even the military clauses of the treaty did not hold Germany back. The army was reduced to 100000
men, but other military clauses were generally evaded.

Mary Evans Picture Library/Sueddeutsche Zeitung Photo

This surrender of weapons was required as part of the disarmament provisions of the treaty.
The German government paid for each weapon handed in.
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The effects of the treaty

In Germany, the most important effect of the Treaty of Versailles was that it generated a sense of
bitterness and humiliation. The Germans felt yet again that they had been betrayed and treated
unfairly. It was a feeling that cut across all classes in the country. Someone had to take the blame
and so the republic and the democracy, both foreign concepts to the German people, were held
responsible.

The Weimar Republic was forever associated with military defeat and international humiliation.
Nationalists and the political forces of the extreme left and the extreme right used the treaty in
propaganda to persistently and effectively attack the republic and the democracy. Opportunist
politicians like Hitler and other opponents of German democracy took full advantage of the memory
of the treaty to remind Germans of the shame and betrayal they had endured.

After the Treaty of Versailles, Germans found it hard to summon any emotional loyalty to a
political system that appeared to have failed them. A psychological disillusionment took hold that
affected most classes. Although the treaty had been an insult to German honour, it did not, in the
long term, hold back Germany’s economic or military recovery. But it did damage Germany’s fragile
democracy, for it weakened the faith many Germans had in the democratic system.

Finally, there were the economic effects of the treaty. Clause 232 of the treaty required
Germany to ‘make compensation for all damage done to the civilian population by the Allied and
Associated Powers’. The immediate effect of the treaty was that Germany experienced serious
economic and political instability, but this was restored after 1924 and the Dawes Plan (1924)
marked the start of an era of economic stability, albeit based on the unsteady foundation of large-
scale foreign loans.

Another long-term effect of the Treaty of Versailles was that it failed to solve the problem
of Germany. The Allies could either try to cultivate Germany as a potential partner by giving the
Germans as little cause for resentment as possible, or they could simply eliminate Germany’s
capacity to reassert itself as a future rival. The Treaty of Versailles failed on both counts. It imposed
a settlement that the Germans would certainly seek to overturn, and it did little to diminish their Keynes on the

Treaty of Versailles

capacity to do so by force in the near future.

BRITISH ECONOMIST JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES ON THE ECONOMIC

UNREALITY OF THE PEACE TREATY, 1920

Their [the peacemakers'] pre-occupations, good and bad alike, related to frontiers and nationalities, to
the balance of power, to the future weakening of a strong and dangerous enemy, to revenge, and to the
shifting by the victors of their unbearable financial burdens onto the shoulders of the defeated ...

The Treaty includes no provisions for the economic rehabilitation of Europe—nothing to make the
defeated central empires into good neighbours, nothing to stabilise the new states of Europe, nothing to
reclaim Russia ...

The policy of reducing Germany to servitude for a generation, of degrading the lives of millions
of human beings, and of depriving a whole nation of happiness should be abhorrent and detestable...
nations are not authorised to visit on the children of their enemies the misdoings of parents.

SOURCE STUDY

John Maynard Keynes, The Economic Consequences of the Peace, Macmillan, London, 1920, pp. 51, 174, 211.
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1 What, according to Keynes, were the main aims of the peacemakers?
What are the major criticisms Keynes makes of the Treaty of Versailles?

3 Are there any similarities between the attitude Keynes has towards defeated Germany and the
attitude of Harold Nicolson in the source study on page 407

4 Explain what Keynes meant by the remark that ‘nations are not authorised to visit on the children of
their enemies the misdoings of parents’.

5 What do you think was Keynes’ motive for writing this source?

THE IMPACT OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

MW
MW
NW

NW
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The Germans were not allowed to participate in the peace conference and were presented
with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles in May 1919.

Despite protest, the German government agreed to sign the treaty on 28 June 1919.

Hatred of the treaty cut across all classes in Germany. It was called a diktat, or imposed peace.
The treaty created a legacy of long-term bitterness in German society, and every German
government after 1919 sought to evade or reverse the terms of the treaty.

The Weimar Republic and the democracy were both weakened because they were always
associated with the Treaty of Versailles. This was a constant theme emphasised by those who
opposed the republic and the democratic system.

The economic provisions of the treaty weakened Germany’s ability to restore its economy,

although a measure of economic recovery returned from 1924.

In the years immediately after the war British economist JM Keynes criticised the
economic unreality of the treaty, including the heavy reparation burden it placed on the
German people.

2.3 QUESTIONS

o Describe the main territorial changes that affected Germany in the Treaty of Versailles.

e In small groups, discuss each of the following and report your conclusions back to the class.
i Was the Treaty of Versailles fair?
il Were the territorial changes made to Germany justified?
il Were the military clauses of the Treaty of Versailles reasonable?
iv. Was it reasonable that Germany would pay for the cost of the war?
v Was it reasonable that Germany should carry the sole responsibility for causing the war?
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HSC-STYLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

Why did Germans regard the Treaty of Versailles as unjust? What were some of the consequences of
this belief?

To what degree could it be argued that the main threats to the Weimar Republic before 1924 were
those from both the extreme left and the extreme right?

Endnotes

O VW oo No v W=

- s
w N =

14
15
16

John Wheeler-Bennett, ‘Ludendorff the Soldier and Politician’, Virginia Quarterly, Spring, 1938, p. 187.

Quoted in John Terraine, To Win a War: 1918, the Year of Victory, Sidgwick & Jackson, London, 1978, p. 252.

Quoted in Max von Baden, The Memoirs of Prince Max of Baden, Constable and Co Limited, New York, 1928, p. 163.
Quoted in James Joll, Europe since 1870, Penguin Books, England, 1976, p. 37.

Philipp Scheidemann, Memoiren eines Sozialdemokrat, Reissner, Dresden, 1928, p. 310.

Matthias Erzberger, Erlebnisse im Weltkrieg, Stuttgart Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, Stuttgart, 1920, p. 327.

Quoted in Max von Baden, The Memoirs of Prince Max of Baden, p. 312.

Vorwérts, 22 November 1918.

Diary of Wilhelm Groener, quoted in Golo Mann, A History of Germany since 1789, Chatto & Windus, London, 1968, p. 331.
Gustav Noske, Von Kiel bis Kapp, Verlag fir Politik und Wirtschaft, Berlin, 1920, p. 68.

Quoted in Richard Watt, The Kings Depart, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London, 1968, p. 401.

Philipp Scheidemann, The Making of a New Germany, Freeport, New York, p. 310.

Quoted in John Wheeler-Bennett, Nemesis of Power: The German Army in Politics 1918—-1945, Macmillan, London, 1961,
p. 52.

Radio National ABC, 9 January 2017.

Detlev Peukert, The Weimar Republic: The Crisis of Classical Modernity, Hill & Wang, New York, 1992 p. 278.

Margaret MacMillan, Peacemakers: Six Months that Changed the World, John Murray, London, 2001, pp. 499-500.

CHAPTER 2 THE GERMAN REVOLUTION 45



A
O
<
an
O
Z
X
o
-
—

GERMANY 1914-1919: WAR AND DEFEAT

1

Place the following events in chronological order:

Germany signs the Treaty of Versailles.

The Spartacist uprising

Germany declares a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare.

Germany activates the Schlieffen Plan and attacks Belgium.

The armistice is signed.

Germany becomes a republic.

Friedrich Ebert becomes German chancellor.

Explain why many Germans were shocked by the signing of an armistice in November 1918.

Assess the impact of the Allied Blockade of Germany. In your answer consider its role in the
outcome of World War |, the unrest in Germany in 1918 -1919, and the signing of the Treaty of
Versailles in 1919.

Outline the causes of the German Revolution and evaluate whether it achieved its aims.

Draw and fill out a table like the one below. Assess the motivations of as many groups as you can.

Groups who support the | Reasons why they Groups who oppose the | Reasons why they

new Republic support the new new Republic oppose the new
Republic Republic

How and why did ‘the right’ undermine the new republic in the period after the signing of the
Treaty of Versailles?

Explain how and why Germany in November 1918 was different from Germany in November 1919.

Use a mind map or other graphic organiser to show the causes of instability in Germany in this
period and how the instability affected different groups.

Prepare a two-minute speech for or against the topic ‘'The Treaty of Versailles was too harsh on
Germany.’

10 Essay question: Assess the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany 1918 -1919.
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The painting Weimar Carnival
by Horst Naumann, 1928/29
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THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: THE YEARS OF CHALLENGE 1919-1923
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The Weimar Republic:
The years of challenge 1919-1923

1

CREATING A GERMAN
DEMOCRACY

DEMOCRACY UNDER CHALLENGE:
GERMANY 1919-1923

1923: ADIFFICULT YEAR

A woman using German
banknotes to light a fire in
1923, during the height of
the hyperinflation when the
German currency became
worthless

Bridgeman Images/Universal History Archive/UIG
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coalition government

Formed when two or more political
parties combine to gain sufficient
numbers to form a government.

constitution
The document that defines the rules by
which a country is governed.

Enabling Act

An Act that gave the German government
special powers under the constitution to
deal with emergency situations.

hyperinflation

Extreme or rapid inflation, which
devastated the German economy in
the early 1920s and came to a head in
November 1923.

inflation

An economic situation in which, over
time, there is an increase in prices and
a decrease in purchasing power.

judiciary
. The legal system of a country.

Junkers

The landowning aristocracy, based
mainly on the large estates of eastern
Prussia.

liberalism

The belief in freedom, in particular, the
freedom of the individual within the
nation-state. It includes freedom of
ideas as well as freedom of political and
religious expression.

passive resistance

The policy of non-violent action
adopted by the German government
in response to the French and Belgian
occupation of the Ruhr.

policy of fulfilment

The name given to the Weimar
government policy of the early 1920s to
meet (or fulfil) the terms of the Treaty
of Versailles imposed on Germany by
the Allies.

KEY WORDS AND TERMS

proportional representation

A system of voting used in the
Weimar Republic that allocated seats
in the Reichstag in proportion to

the total number of votes cast for a
particular party.

putsch

A German word for an uprising or
revolt, usually associated with an
attempt to overthrow the government.

Reichsbank
The German central bank.

Reichswehr
German armed forces of the
Weimar era.

Weimar Republic

The name given to the period from
1919 to 1933 when Germany was a
democracy. The first German parliament
had met at Weimar in 1919.

1920

1921 AUGUST
Germany made its first reparation payment.
German politician Matthias Erzberger was

1922

NOVEMBER

Germany began to default on the delivery of coal
as part of the reparation payment to France.

1923 JANUARY

French and Belgian troops occupied the Ruhr.
Germany declared a policy of passive resistance

in the Ruhr.

22 JULY

The exchange rate for the US dollar equalled
more than 350 000 marks. The German economy
experienced hyperinflation.

TIMELINE

2 SEPTEMBER
Stresemann ended the policy of passive

3 0CTOBER

The Reichstag passed an Enabling Act, giving the
Stresemann government the power to deal with
the hyperinflation.

1 NOVEMBER
A new currency, the Rentenmark, was introduced.
The Stresemann government fell.
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3.1

_

CREATING A GERMAN DEMOCRACY

It is no surprise that in the slogan of the French Revolution, Liberté, égalité, fraternité (Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity), ‘liberty’ came first. Both the American and French revolutions of the late
eighteenth century were about freedom and individual rights, movements that gave birth to the
concept of liberalism, the philosophy of freedom. The great mission of liberalism was to create a
society where people could be free of fear, where property and fundamental rights were protected
and where beliefs and opinions could be freely expressed. By extension, in a liberal democracy the
people governed themselves, and a democratic constitution protected the right to vote in free and
democratic elections to select and to change their government.

In 1848 there were liberal uprisings in much of Europe, including most of the German states.
The uprisings, many of them student and middle class inspired, demanded liberal and democratic
reform. But as suddenly as they started, the revolutions quickly failed, for the forces of repression
were stronger. The failure of the 1848 revolutions in the Germanic states meant that Germany never
had a liberal revolution of the type that created strong democracies in Britain, the United States
and ultimately France. In the new united Germany after 1871, liberal sentiment existed and many
liberal institutions emerged, the capitalist system was on private property and free enterprise was
consolidated, as was the role of law, but the autocratic, conservative forces that ran the German
state were always stronger. Liberalism in Germany, as one historian observed, was a ‘plant of
stunted growth’.

Germany as a nation never had a democratic tradition, and for many Germans, so used to a long-
standing authoritarian tradition, true democracy with full freedoms for all people was both a new
and foreign concept. In 1919 a democratic system came to Germany suddenly and unexpectedly. The
system faced great challenges, and 12 years later it collapsed and was replaced by a brutal totalitarian
state. It was never inevitable that this bold democratic experiment in Germany would fail, but that
failure changed world history dramatically.

German political parties

In politics, the terms ‘right-wing’ and ‘left-wing’ are usually used to describe political parties and
the political views of individuals. The use of these terms began during the French Revolution, when
political groups who wanted more extreme or radical change sat on the left of the political assembly,
and more moderate or conservative groups sat on the right. To be defined as a party of the right
suggests more conservative or cautious politics, while parties of the left tend to be more radical.
Parties of the far left or far right, at each end of the scale, are seen as radical and extreme.

In Germany’s case, the more moderate parties of the left and the right tended to support the
new democracy, while the two parties at the extremes — the communists on the extreme left and the
Nazis on the extreme right — wanted to overthrow the democracy.

Within German society certain classes tended to support certain parties. As a broad rule, the
working class supported the parties of the left, whereas many middle-class Germans and rural
people supported right-wing political groups. In Germany after 1918 there existed many political
parties or groups, and in the 1920s new political parties such as the Nazi Party emerged.
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THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC
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Political Parties of the Left

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands (SPD)
Established 1875
(majority socialists)

-« moderate socialists

+ pro-republican

« democratic

+ wanted gradual social reform

INDEPENDENT SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Unabhangige Sozialdemokratische
Partei Deutschlands (USPD)
Established 1917
« radical socialist party
+ sought to change the structure
of German society

Political Parties of the Centre

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Deutsche Demokratische Partei (DDP)

Established 1918

« liberal democratic
- moderate

+ pro-republican
- middle-class support

CENTRE PARTY
Zentrum
Established 1870

+ moderate, broad-based party
- middle-class support

« supporter of Catholic interests
+ pro-republican

- democratic
- rejected socialism

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GERMANY
Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD)
« formed from Spartacist
League 1919
party of the extreme left

- influence from Moscow

+ opposed to democracy and
the republic

Political Parties of the Right

GERMAN PEOPLE'S PARTY
Deutsche Volkspartei (DVP)
Established 1918
+ moderate right-wing
* anti-communist
- anti-socialist
« democratic
- laissez faire

GERMAN NATIONAL PEQPLE'S PARTY
Deutsche Nationale Volkspartei (DNVP)
Established 1918

« conservative

+ anti-republican

pro-monarchist
- anti-Marxist

NATIONAL SOCIALIST GERMAN WORKERS' PARTY
National Sozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiter Partei (NSDAP or Nazi)
Established 1920
+ party of the extreme right-wing

+ anti-republican
- anti-democratic
. anti-socialist

+ anti-communist

Alamy Stock Photo/Hilary Morgan

Major political parties of the Weimar Republic

Parties of the left

Of the parties of the left, the largest group in Germany remained the Social Democratic Party,
Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (SPD). The SPD supported the cause of the German

working class and the demand for increased political democracy in the state. When the war ended
in 1918 the SPD had become a very moderate party of the left. As the largest political group in the

Reichstag, it was handed power, and set out to establish the new German democracy.

The SPD had supported Germany’s war effort, and as the war entered its third year the left-
wing or more extreme groups within the SPD increasingly challenged the party’s continued support
for the war. They wanted an end to the war, and in April 1917 they split from the SPD to form the
Independent Social Democratic Party, Unabhdngige Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(USPD). This group represented a more radical party of the left. The party ceased to exist in 1922.
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ISPD Program
SPD Platform
KPD Program

Principles of the German
National People’s Party

Guidelines of the Centre Party

Platform for the German
Democratic Party

On the far left of the political spectrum was the German Communist Party, Kommunistische
Partei Deutschlands (KPD), formed in 1919. What remained of the Spartacists, together with
followers of the failed USPD, later supported the KPD. While relatively small in the 1920s, it
progressively grew in strength.

Parties of the right

Before the German Revolution of 1918 the most powerful groups in German society were the
conservative governing classes. This group included the industrialists, the Junker landowning
aristocracy, the conservative civil service, the Army High Command, and increasing numbers
of the German middle class. These conservative classes had been the power in the old Germany,
and the collapse of 1918 had left them with no alternative other than to accept the November
revolution. For the sake of stability and order they were prepared to tolerate the new socialist
government of Friedrich Ebert.

On the right wing of German politics were the German National People’s Party, Deutsche
Nationale Volkspartei (DNVP), and the German People’s Party, Deutsche Volkspartei (DVP).
The DN'VP was the party of the real conservatives and the industrialists. It still supported
the monarchy and had no liking for the new republic. The DVP represented more moderate
right-wing opinion.

Parties of the centre

The German middle class, like the old conservative classes, also feared disorder and the influence
of the left. The parties of the middle in German politics were represented by the new German
Democratic Party, Deutsche Demokratische Partei (DDP). The DDP was committed to democratic
reform. Its members were cautious of the parties of the left and the right.

There was also the Centre Party, Zentrum, a moderate party with broad middle-class backing
that supported the republic and the democracy. In particular, and most importantly, it also defended
the interests of the Roman Catholic Church in Germany. The Centre Party was strongest in southern
Germany, which had a large Catholic population.

The first clue to Germany’s political instability can be found in the fact that this was a nation
with many political parties, and no one party ever had enough seats in the Reichstag to govern alone.
In the 14 years between 1919 and the rise of Hitler in 1933, Germany had 21 changes of government,
every one of them a coalition government.

The 1919 elections

The most urgent and immediate task facing the German government in 1919 was to hold free
democratic elections for a new parliament. Despite the political violence and unrest in Germany at
the time, elections were held on 19 January 1919, and all Germans over the age of 20 had the right to
vote. This included all women, making Germany one of only a few nations at the time that supported
female suftrage.

The election returned a clear vote of support for both a democracy and a republic. Of the 423
seats in the new Reichstag, the parties of moderation were the winners, the Social Democratic
Party (SPD) securing 165 seats, the Centre Party 91 seats, and the German Democratic Party (DDP)
75 seats. These three parties were supportive of both the republic and the democracy.
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THE ELECTIONS OF JANUARY 1919

ullstein bild - Archiv/Gerstenberg

A political poster produced for the January
1919 German elections with the call ‘Workers
open your eyes! Vote SPD’. The poster shows a
blindfolded worker surrounded by political key

Mehrhe/l.s-SOzlaldemokraﬂe words: Moscow, Dictatorship, Red Army, Forced
Work, Potsdam, Monarchy, Drill, 12 hour work.

Which political party is represented in this poster?

Is the party left or right wing? Radical or moderate?

Would the party be supportive of or opposed to the words that form the backdrop to the image?
Who is the target audience for the poster?

o & W N =

What other event in Germany in January 1919 helps to explain the words ‘Moscow’, ‘Dictatorship;,
‘Red Army’ and ‘Forced Work’ on the poster?

[o)]

Why do you think they have referenced this event?
7 How can propaganda posters be useful to historians? What are some of their limitations?

8 Research: Find other political posters from this era. What are the similarities and differences
between them?

SOURCE STUDY

The National Assembly at Weimar

The first meeting of the new German parliament took place on 6 February 1919 in the quiet town
of Weimar, well away from the strife in Berlin some 200 kilometres to the north. In the eighteenth
century Weimar had been the home of the great German writers Goethe and Schiller, and was
a major centre of German culture. In the twentieth century, Weimar gave its name to this new
experiment in German democracy — the Weimar Republic.

After the opening ceremony, Friedrich Ebert, who had held power since November, handed
power back to the newly elected parliament. A few days later the parliament in turn elected him the
first president of the new German Republic. President Ebert then appointed the new government,
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a coalition of the Social Democratic Party (SPD), the Centre Party and the German Democratic
Party (DDP). Philipp Scheidemann, the new leader of the Social Democratic Party, became the first
chancellor, and his coalition held 329 of the 423 seats in the National Assembly. This set the political
framework, for every government of the republic was a coalition government.

THE ELECTION OF 1919

SOURCE A: From Friedrich Ebert’s address to the new German parliament,
6 February 1919

The Reich Government, through me, welcomes the assembly of the German nation. | have an especially

SOURCE STUDY

cordial greeting for the ladies, who for the first time take their place as equals in the German Parliament
... the government welcomes the National Assembly as the highest and sole authority in Germany. Gone
for ever are the old kings and princes by the Grace of God ... The German people is free, will remain free,
and will in future rule itself ... thus we go to our task, our great aim set firmly before us, to preserve the
rights of the German people and to build up a strong democracy in Germany.

J & K Hohlfeld (eds), Dokumente der Deutschen Politik und Geschichte, vol. 3, p. 14.

SOURCE B: The results of the 1919 Reichstag elections

|uspD | | sPD | [centre| | DOP | | DVP | [DONVP|
22 165 9:1 75 19 44

Total number of seats:

416

. Parties supporting democracy
. Parties opposed to democracy

QUESTIONS

1  Explain Ebert's reference to ‘the ladies’in Source A.

According to Ebert, what were the most important aims of the new elected parliament?
With reference to Source B, which three political parties formed the first coalition government of the
new republic?

4 Based on the evidence in Source B, the new government coalition had a majority in the Reichstag of
A fewer than 50 seats. C more than 100 seats.
B fewer than 100 seats. D more than 150 seats.

5 Evaluate the usefulness of Sources A and B for a historian studying the early Weimar Republic
period. In your answer you should consider the nature of the sources, and what a historian could

infer from them.
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The German constitution

A major task of the new assembly was to approve the new German constitution. The difficult process
of drafting a new republican constitution had been entrusted to Hugo Preuss, a lawyer and a leading
figure in the German Democratic Party. After much debate the new constitution was approved in
July 1919. The constitution of the Weimar Republic was one of the most democratic documents of its
time. From a state that had little democratic freedom in 1918, Germany in 1919 became one of the
most democratic states in the world.

Basic freedoms guaranteed

A series of clauses guaranteed the basic rights of the German people. All Germans were to be
equal before the law, and personal liberty, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of
association and freedom of religion were all written into the constitution. Private property was
guaranteed, and Germans had the right to form trade unions. Within a year Germany went from
being a state under an autocratic ruler to becoming one of the most democratic and free societies
on Earth.

The Reichstag

The constitution provided for two houses of parliament. The 17 German states, or Lander, as they
were now called, survived and were represented in the Reichsrat, a body that had very limited
powers. Effective power resided in the Reichstag, the lower house, which represented the German
people. Members of the Reichstag were to be elected every four years by all Germans over the age
of 20, and the chancellor and the ministers, appointed by the president, were responsible to the
Reichstag. Legislation had to be passed in the Reichstag before it became law.

The powers of the president

Under the constitution Germany was to have a president who would be elected by all Germans every
seven years. The president was head of state and supreme commander of the armed forces. Under
the new German constitution, the president was not a figurehead but had very real powers. As there
had once been a powerful Kaiser, it was thought that the new republic needed a powerful president
to balance the elected parliament; indeed, many Germans saw the president as an ersatz Kaiser

(a substitute Kaiser).

The president was directly elected by the people, which also made him a potentially strong
political figure. He had the power to appoint and dismiss the chancellor and the right to dissolve
the Reichstag and call new elections. Article 48 of the constitution gave the president emergency
powers. These powers included the right to use the armed forces to restore order if stability was
threatened and the power to suspend the basic liberties and rights of the German people. In this
genuine attempt at democracy, the constitution gave the president, in a time of emergency, the
power to suspend the constitution, and to issue laws by decree regardless of the elected parliament.
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SOURCE STUDY

The Weimar Constitution

THE WEIMAR CONSTITUTION

Article 48 In the event that public order and security are seriously disturbed or endangered, the Reich
President may take the measures necessary for their restoration, intervening, if necessary, with the aid
of the armed forces. For this he may temporarily abrogate [cancel], wholly or in part, the fundamental
principles laid down in articles 114, 115, 117,118,123, 124 and 153.

Article 174 Personal liberty is inviolable ...

Article 715 The house of every German is his sanctuary and is inviolable. Exceptions are permitted only
by authority of law.

Article 717 The secrecy of letters and all postal, telegraph and telephone communications is inviolable.
Exceptions are inadmissible except by national law.

Article 718 Every German has the right, within the limits of the general laws, to express his opinion
freely by word, in writing, in print, in picture form, or in any other way ... Censorship is forbidden.
Article 123 All Germans have the right to assemble peacefully and unarmed without giving notice and
without special permission.

Article 124 All Germans have the right to form associations and societies for the purposes not contrary
to the criminal law ...

Article 135 All inhabitants of the Reich enjoy full religious freedom and freedom of conscience. The free
exercise of religion is guaranteed by the constitution and is under public protection.

Article 142 Art, science and the teaching thereof are free ...

Article 153 The right of private property is guaranteed by the constitution ...

1 Prepare a list of the basic freedoms you would expect in a true democratic system. Identify which
clauses of the Weimar Constitution established these freedoms for the German people in 1919.

2 In your own words, summarise the powers given to the President in Article 48.

3 Which of the following statements can be supported by your understanding of Article 487
A The use of Article 48 could deprive the German people of their basic freedoms.
B The President needed the approval of the Reichstag to use Article 48.
C The President could only use Article 48 ‘with the aid of the armed forces’.
D The Reichstag had the authority to overrule the President.

4 What are the benefits of giving the President such power? What would be the dangers?

Which of the following statements can be supported by the evidence in the source?
A The freedoms of the German people could be abolished using the constitution.
B The freedoms of the German people could be abolished only by abolishing the constitution.

6  Which groups are likely to support these reforms? Which groups are likely to oppose them? Why?

The voting system

Under the new constitution, members of the Reichstag were elected by a system of proportional
representation. Under this system votes were cast for the party rather than for the individual
candidate, and by using a quota system every 60000 votes for that party usually guaranteed one
member to the Reichstag. This system made it possible for small parties to pick up enough votes to
get some of their members into the parliament. Some historians have argued that this added to the
instability of the political system. However, the voting system, still used in many European nations
today, was seen as the most democratic.
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THE CHANCELLOR AND THE CABINET

+ The Chancellor leds the party or coalition of parties that controlled a majority of the seats in the Reichstag
+ The Chancellor is head of the government and responsible for the day-to-day governing of the country

+ Normally the Chancellor appoints the Cabinet of Ministers

+ The Chancellor and Cabinet initiate laws, which must be approved by the Reichstag

Alamy Stock Photo/Hilary Morgan; Alamy Stock Photo/Interfoto/Austrian National Library

The Weimar political system

OPINION ON THE WEIMAR CONSTITUTION

SOURCE A: From the lawyer Hugo Preuss, who drafted the Weimar Constitution
in 1919

One finds suspicion everywhere. Germans cannot shake off their old political timidity and their deference
to the authoritarian state.

Hugo Preuss, cited in Mark Hewiston, National Identity and Political Thought in Germany:
Wilhelmine Depictions of the French Third Republic, 18901974 Clarendon Press, Oxford, 2000, p. 257.

SOURCE B: From the historian Klaus Fisher

It was one of the most democratic documents in the world ... however it was doubtful whether such
3 democratic constitution could work in the hands of a people that was neither psychologically or
historically prepared for self-government.

Klaus Fisher, Nazi Germany: A New History, Aardvark Books, 1995, p. 59.

SOURCE C: From the historian Otto Friedrich

What Preuss drafted was essentially a sound and democratic constitution ... the troubles that were to
come stemmed not from the constitution but from the society that the Constitution was supposed to

SOURCE STUDY

CHAPTER 3 THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: THE YEARS OF CHALLENGE 1919-1923 57



F-,

represent. It was a society fiercely divided against itself, divided not only between extremes of radical
and conservative ideology but by the psychological and economic consequences of military defeat, the
crisis of reparations, inflation, foreign invasion and intellectual demoralisation ... The constitution drafted
at Weimar began and would end as a document in search of a people.

SOURCE D: From the historian Detlev Peukert

Despite its imperfections, the Weimar Reich constitution provided an open framework for an experiment in
democracy which would have been quite capable of further refinement under more favourable circumstances.

QUESTIONS

Otto Friedrich, Before the Deluge, Harper Row, New York, 1972, p. 49.

Detlev Peukert, The Weimar Republic: The Crisis of Classical Modernity, Allen Lane, 1991, p. 50.

Identify the main point being made in Source A by Hugo Preuss, the lawyer who drafted the constitution.

Do you think Fischer, the author of Source B, would agree with Source A's claim? Use evidence from
Source B to support your answer.

What do you think is the main point of Source C?

In Source D the historian Detlev Peukert suggests the constitution had ‘imperfections’. What would
he consider to be its imperfections?

Using the information in Sources A—D, summarise the problems associated with implementing the

new constitution.
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THE GERMAN DEMOCRACY

Germany became a democracy at the end of World War I, and elections for the new German
parliament were held in January 1919.

The new constitution made Germany one of the most democratic nations in the world, but
democracy was a foreign concept to many Germans, who had been used to authoritarian
rule in the past.

Friedrich Ebert, the former chancellor, became the first German president, and Article 48 of
the new German constitution gave the president significant powers.

The Germans used proportional representation as their system of voting, which allowed
even small parties to gain seats in the German parliament.

0 Explain the meaning of the terms ‘left wing’ and ‘right wing'in the political context.

e Draw a line and mark these three positions on it: extreme left, centre and extreme right. Place each

of the following German political parties at the point on the line that you feel best reflects their
political position in Weimar Germany.

SPD Zentrum
KPD DVP
DNVP DDP
NSDAP
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e Prepare a two-column list with the headings ‘Strengths of the Weimar Constitution’ and
‘Weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution’. In the appropriate columns, list what you consider to be
the strengths and weaknesses of the constitution. For each, briefly explain why you consider it
to be a strength or a weakness.

o Consider the following statements describing how the system of government worked, and fill in the
missing words or phrases.
i The German Head of State was the ...... , elected by the German people every ...... years.
i The head of the government was the ...... , who controlled a majority of seats in the .......
il The head of the government was appointed by the .......
iv. Laws were passed in the ...... and were signed into law by the .......
v The name for the ministers who made up a government was the .......

e Outline the special powers given to the German President under Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution.

How was the Weimar Republic different from Imperial Germany? In your answer consider the
groups that lost or gained power and influence, the nature of the constitution, and the nature and
purpose of the Reichstag.

3.2

_

DEMOCRACY UNDER CHALLENGE:
GERMANY 1919-1923

Between 1919 and 1923 the Weimar Republic endured years of instability. Although a new
government had been democratically elected, there were challenges to both its authority and
legitimacy. All levels of German society had been impacted by the defeat of 1918, and major social and
economic upheavals followed that further weakened the authority of the state. Many Germans saw
the Treaty of Versailles as the major cause for all these troubles after 1919. Many saw this as a treaty of
punishment rather than a treaty of peace, and the onset of economic and social disorders in Germany
were seen as a direct consequence of the all-powerful victors extracting vengeance on the vanquished.

The threat from the right

The German army had supported the Weimar government when it was threatened by the radicalism
of the extreme left with the Spartacist uprising in 1919. The following year the government faced
another challenge to its authority, but this time it came from the extreme right.

Right-wing elements in German society, in particular nationalist groups, industrialists, the
military and the old ruling classes of pre-war Germany, had never accepted the republic. It was
associated with Germany’s military defeat, with the humiliation of the peace treaty and with political
and social disorder and economic hardship.

In 1920 extreme right-wing elements tried to overthrow the elected government in what became
known as the Kapp Putsch. The immediate cause of the Kapp Putsch was the much-hated Treaty of
Versailles, as the government attempted to carry out the military clauses of treaty. These military
clauses had caused deep resentment, as the army (or Reichswehr, as it was now called) had been
reduced to 100000 men. This also meant reducing the Freikorps, which had helped the government
put down the threat from the Spartacists in 1919.
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Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-H25109 / Scherl

In March 1920, when the government
ordered the dissolution of the Ehrhardt
Freikorps Brigade stationed outside Berlin,
the military commander of the city, General
von Luttwitz, refused to obey. Von Luttwitz,
who had formed a conspiracy with other
right-wing officers and civilians, ordered two
Freikorps brigades of about 12000 men to
march on the city.

Chancellor Bauer and President Ebert
expected that the army would protect
the government from this challenge from
the right, just as they had protected the
government from the earlier challenges
from the Spartacists, but the leader of the
army, General von Seeckt, refused to allow
the army to intervene. These were men

Part of the armed Ehrhardt Brigade that entered Berlin at the time of the

(army and Freikorps) who only a few years

Kapp Putsch in March 1920. This gun battery was established on Unter den earlier had been fighting together on the

Linden, one of the main avenues of Berlin.
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Kapp Putsch

Western Front. “When Reichswehr fires on
Reichswehr, von Seeckt told the Defence
Minister, ‘then all comradeship within the officer corps will have vanished.” Von Seeckt and most of
the officer corps sympathised with the rebels. With the army unwilling to protect the government,
President Ebert, Chancellor Bauer and the Cabinet were forced to leave Berlin as rebels occupied key
government buildings in the capital. The military leaders of the putsch declared a new government,
to be headed by another conspirator, the radical right-wing politician Wolfgang Kapp.

The Kapp Putsch had little chance of success and it failed in a few days because of the defiance
of the Berlin working class. In response to this challenge from the right, workers and trade unions
declared a general strike in support of the government. The strike was very effective and quickly
paralysed the city. Moreover, it became clear that middle-class Germans had little sympathy for the
rebels. Civil servants who ran the German bureaucracy and the banking system supported the strike,
and within a few days the putsch had collapsed. Von Luttwitz and Kapp fled the city and the legal
government returned.

THE KAPP PUTSCH

SOURCE A: A government poster at the time of the Kapp Putsch

Workers! The military putsch has started ... the achievements of the past year are to be smashed,
your dearly fought freedoms to be destroyed. Everything is at stake! The strongest counter measures
are required ... therefore down tools, come out on strike. Fight with all means for the Republic. Put all
quarrels aside!

SOURCE B: An account of the Kapp Putsch, 1920

Ehrhardt's men entered Berlin virtually unopposed ... As the men moved towards the Brandenburg Gate
they were greeted by Kapp and by General Ludendorff in civilian dress, who just happened to be out for a
walk at a quarter to seven on a spring morning. Fifteen minutes later they marched through the gate and
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down the Wilhelmstresse (the street which had the main government offices including the Chancellery).
They quickly deployed, occupying government buildings and key points with considerable efficiency ...

The Ebert regime however had prudently left for Stuttgart by car but unfortunately they ran out
of fuel and were forced to switch to a train. There were frequent document checks. One official asked
to see Ebert’s papers and read ‘Friedrich Ebert, Reich President’. He handed them back without looking
up. While they waited they had coffee in the station restaurant. Chancellor Bauer was worried about a
suitcase sent on in advance because he needed a clean collar size 44.

The image of the first democratic government of Germany huddled together on a station platform
worrying about luggage, passing unnoticed, unacclaimed, having travelled incognito across the breadth
of Germany ... On the train ride back to Berlin after the fall of Kapp, most of the government got very
drunk and ended up vomiting in one another’s compartments.

Alex De Jong, The Weimar Chronicle, Paddington Press, New York, 1978, p. 66.

1 Explain why, in Source A, the government would appeal to the working class for support against
the Kapp Putsch?

2 Explain the reference in Source A to the ‘freedoms’ the German people enjoyed in 1920 that they
had not enjoyed in the days before the Republic.

3 Who was General Ludendorff, mentioned in Source B? Explain why he would express sympathy for
the Kapp Putsch.

4 Evaluate what Source B reveals about:
i the role of the military in the Weimar Republic
i the effective strength of the elected Weimar government in 1920.

N

The significance of the Kapp Putsch

The Kapp Putsch may appear insignificant, and almost comical in its failure, but it had some

important implications for the German democracy.

i It was the first attempt to seize power by the elements of the radical right, and it exposed the
weakness of the government, whose president and elected leaders had been forced to flee the
capital.

i The left wing of German politics, and in particular the German workers, saw the real threat to
the political system as coming from the extreme right.

- The Kapp Putsch also revealed the power of the German army within the state, and the
sympathy of the army leadership for the right wing of German politics. The army had been
prepared to protect the state from threats from the left, but it could not be relied on to
neutralise threats from the right. In 1933 it was an extreme right-wing movement (the Nazis)
that finally overthrew the democratic system.

The army was becoming, in fact, a state within a state, prepared to follow its own policy
regardless of the elected government. Essentially conservative and right wing, with little faith in
the idea of democracy, the army was becoming a force that no German government could afford
to ignore. Although Kapp had fled to Sweden and died there in 1922, the other conspirators were
treated leniently. No action was taken against General von Seeckt, the head of the German army,
who had refused to support the government.
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An illustration from the Italian magazine lllustrazione del
Popolo, 9 July 1922, depicting the assassination of Foreign
Minister Walther Rathenau by right-wing gunmen in 1922

ages/ullstein bild Dtl.

President Ebert speaking at Walther Rathenau’s funeral in the
Reichstag in June 1922

Political assassinations:
‘The enemy stands on the Right’

After 1920, most of the opposition to the new republic
came not from the extreme left but from the extreme
right. The right wing of German politics encompassed
many groups:

il There was the conservative landowning class of the
old Germany who could never accept the idea of a
republic.

i There were the traditional orders who governed
Germany — industrialists, the civil service, the
judiciary, the educational system and the church,
which were also dominated by people who had no
great faith in the republic.

il There was the army, which could never accept the
defeat and humiliation of 1918.

I~ There were nationalists of all persuasions who
looked for a restoration of German honour and
power and an end to the restrictions imposed by the
Treaty of Versailles.

Violence against the republic by the communists
and Spartacists in 1919 had been called the Red Terror,
and this new wave of violence in the 1920s, led by
nationalist right-wing extremists, became known as the
White Terror. Despite the fact that the Freikorps had
been officially disbanded, many paramilitary groups
still existed, and the more extreme were prepared to use
violence against those they believed to be the enemies of
Germany. Between 1919 and 1922 there were more than
370 political murders, most of them committed by the
extreme right.

In August 1921 two ex-officers of the Ehrhardt
Freikorps Brigade, which had failed in the Kapp Putsch,
shot dead Matthias Erzberger while he was holidaying in
the Black Forest. He was a prime target for the extreme
right, one of the so-called ‘November criminals’ who had
signed the Treaty of Versailles two years earlier. Many
Germans openly rejoiced at the news of his murder.

In June 1922 right-wing extremists gunned down
foreign minister Walther Rathenau in a Berlin street as he
was being driven to work. Apart from the fact that he was
Jewish, Rathenau’s crime in the eyes of the extreme right

was that he was supportive of the policy of fulfilment, the policy that Germany should seek to meet
(fulfil) the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. A few months before his death, he had also negotiated
the Treaty of Rapallo with the Soviet Union. Both Germany and the Soviet Union had been outcasts
in the European community and the treaty was a major step towards resolving the differences
between the two countries. The extreme right wing saw a treaty with the communist government in

Walther Rathenau
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The level of shock and anger at Rathenau’s assassination caused the government to use Article 48
of the constitution and introduce a Law for the Protection of the Republic, a law aimed at curbing the
excesses of extreme right-wing groups. “There stands the enemy, said Chancellor Wirth. “There can be
no doubt about it—the enemy stands on the Right.”” However, despite the law and the outrage, right-

wing groups that came before the courts were treated mildly by a legal system that was itself right wing.

The German army in the Weimar Republic

The German army had always been a powerful force in German life and this did not change when
Germany became a republic. The army leadership, including the influential officer corps, were on the
right of German politics. They had supported the old order during the time of the Kaiser, and now
amid the chaos of 1918-1919 they supported the new republic as it sought to establish order and
authority. In effect, the army tolerated the new democracy. While they had no real loyalty to the new
system, they feared instability and disorder, and particularly the threat from the extreme left.

In 1918, when the Army High Command realised that the war was lost, they supported the
change of government from Imperial Germany to Republican Germany, and skilfully allowed the
civilian politicians to take the blame for the defeat and the subsequent humiliation of the peace. The
army leadership’s priority after the war was to preserve the army as a force in a divided and defeated
society. Their loyalty was to a Germany that no longer existed. At best they tolerated the new
Weimar Republic, if only because the alternative in 1918 was anarchy.

Hans von Seeckt and the German army

The commander of the German army from 1920 to 1926 was General Hans von Seeckt. Like others
of his class and background, von Seeckt had little faith in the republic and believed that the army’s
loyalty was to the nation. Von Seeckt was determined to preserve the position of the army, but he
was realistic enough to know that to achieve its goals the army leadership had to work with the
government. The army was prepared to support the government and its policy of fulfilment, and by
the late 1920s the higher levels of the army leadership had an increasing influence in the government.
This was particularly the case when the former Field Marshal, Paul von Hindenburg, became the

president of Germany in 1925.

General Hans von Seeckt (1866—1936) with officers of the German army in 1923. Seeckt carried through
important reforms in the German army during the 1920s.
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Von Seeckt was also determined to overcome the restrictions that the Treaty of Versailles had
imposed on the army. In the longer term, he sought the restoration of German military power and an
army capable of restoring German honour and greatness.

With great skill and determination, von Seeckt set the basis for the new German army.

il Despite the provision in the treaty that the General Staff be abolished, he retained it by
preserving its function under the name of the Troop Office (Truppenamt), a section within the
Defence Ministry.

i The treaty had restricted the number of German officers to 4000, but von Seeckt was able
to significantly increase that number by giving many officers civilian titles and placing them
within government agencies.

i Many soldiers retained their role by joining state police forces, with the Prussian state police in
the 1920s numbering over 85000 men.

il Von Seeckt even used the reduced size of the German army to his advantage: the army became
far more selective and rigorous in its recruitment. Von Seeckt set out to create an army of
leaders, with ability being the criterion for promotion. Every soldier was trained to do the duty
of the rank above him, which allowed for a rapid expansion of the army when the time came.

il After 1922, when Germany signed the Treaty of Rapallo with the Soviet Union and re-
established relations with its old foe, von Seeckt set up a branch within the army, Special
Group Russia (Sondergruppe R), to begin military cooperation with the Soviet Union. They
negotiated the establishment of military training facilities on Soviet soil for German officers
and men. Pilots were trained for the new German air force within Germany and at Lipetsk, an
air base south of Moscow.

i~ A loophole in the Treaty of Versailles allowed German industrial companies like Krupp to
open factories outside Germany. Plants were opened in the Soviet Union and in Sweden,
where armaments were produced, and in Holland Krupp opened the Engineering Office for

Hans von Seeckt Shipbuilding, a company that focused on submarine development.

GENERAL VON SEECKT ON THE ROLE OF THE GERMAN ARMY

With all our strength we must keep political activity of any type out of the Army. Political battles within
the Army are not compatible with either the spirit of camaraderie [friendliness among soldiers] or with
discipline and can only harm military training. We do not enquire about anyone’s political view but of
each person who still serves in the Army | must assume that he takes his oath seriously and that of

his own free will and as an honest soldier he stands by the Constitution of the Reich ... It cannot be
expected that everyone greets in his heart the changes of the times. But each one of us must be imbued
with the inner conviction that only when the soldier is true to his constitutional obligations will things
begin to improve ...
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George Soldan, Zeitgeschichte in Wort und Bild, Munich, 1931, vol. 1, p. 444.

1 Explain how General von Seeckt saw the role of the German army in the Weimar Republic.

2 Explain what he meant by the remark, ‘It cannot be expected that everyone greets in his heart the
changes of the times.’
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THE THREAT FROM THE RIGHT

il The Weimar Republic, having survived a major threat from the left with the Spartacists,
also faced a real threat from right-wing elements in German society after 1919.

il At best the German army tolerated the new Weimar Republic. They feared disorder and
the threat from the extreme left, and supported the democracy as it attempted to cope
with these threats to its survival.

i The Kapp Putsch of 1920, an attempt to overthrow the government by forces of the right,
was triggered by the government’s moves to carry out the military clauses of the Treaty
of Versailles.

il Right-wing extremists were involved in political assassinations in the 1920s.

il The army, as a right-wing organisation, was not prepared to act against the forces of
the right, and for this reason they refused to support the government in putting down the
Kapp Putsch.

I The government fled the capital of Berlin and the putsch failed only because of working-
class resistance and a general strike being called.

i The Kapp Putsch revealed the importance and influence of the German army in politics.
i During the 1920s General von Seeckt carried out important reforms in the German army.
il Many of the changes and reforms violated the military provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.

i Von Seeckt preserved the standing and influence of the army, and laid the foundation for
the new German army that would emerge in the 1930s under the Nazis.

o What does the Kapp Putsch reveal about the relationship between the German Army and the
Weimar Government?

o Why was the German army prepared to support the government when it was threatened by the
Spartacist uprising in 1919, but not prepared to support it when threatened by the Kapp Putsch
in 19207

9 Explain the significance of the Kapp Putsch in 1920 and why the putsch failed.
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How was the German army affected by the Treaty of Versailles? How did General von Seeckt
minimise the impact?

were important.

9 Recount two events involving right-wing political extremists in the 1920s and explain why they
@ Which of the following statements is not supported by the historical evidence?

A Despite the military provisions of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was able to carry out a
degree of military rebuilding in the 1920s.
Germany was able to use links with foreign nations to assist in its military recovery.
The German army played no part in German politics in the 1920s.

D The election of Field Marshal von Hindenburg as president of Germany in 1925 was greeted
with approval by the military leadership.

How did the judiciary influence the political climate in Germany?

@

As a class, debate the following statement: "The right posed a greater threat to the Weimar
Republic than the left’
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1923: A DIFFICULT YEAR

1923 was a particularly challenging year for the Weimar Republic. The Treaty of Versailles continued
to provide opportunities for the enemies of democracy, both on the left and the right, to continue their
attacks on the government. The German economy had been weakened ever since the war, but in 1923
the reparations terms of the treaty began to cut deep, generating further challenges for the Weimar state.

The problem of reparations, 1923

Despite the fact that the Germans had to pay reparations, their economy was potentially still the
strongest in Europe. Germany had retained its iron and steel resources, and the country’s industry
and infrastructure, including factories and the transport system, were still intact. Germany had the
potential for a rapid economic recovery.

British economist John Maynard Keynes, who had been at the Peace Conference in 1919, had warned
at the time that the reparations burden on Germany would seriously hold back the country’s potential for
any real economic recovery. This argument is now increasingly challenged by scholarly opinion.

In 1921 the German government was given the final reparations figure to be paid — 132 billion
gold marks. It was to be paid in annual instalments, in cash and in resources like coal and iron ore.
The successive German governments repeatedly challenged the amount, and in 1924 and again in
1929 the reparations figure was negotiated down. When the Nazis took over the government in 1933
they simply cancelled reparations altogether.

The presentation of the Allied reparation demands caused a political crisis and the fall of the
government. A new coalition government was quickly formed with the Socialists (SPD), the German
Democratic Party (DDP) and the Centre Party. Joseph Wirth of the Centre Party became the new
chancellor. Wirth was a firm believer in democracy and the republic, and he had included in his
government another true republican in Walther Rathenau, who became his foreign minister.

Wirth and Rathenau were the architects of the policy of fulfilment. For the good of the nation,
they felt it was necessary that Germany seek to ‘fulfil’ the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles. It was
believed that Germany’s efforts to meet its obligations would increase the possibility of renegotiating
and modifying some of the terms of the settlement, particularly given that Clause 234 of the treaty
allowed for a review based on Germany’s capacity to pay.

The occupation of the Ruhr,
January 1923

The Wirth government, following the policy of
fulfilment, met the first reparation payment in
August 1921. However, by the end of the year, with
the economy weakening, Germany announced that it
was unable to meet the second reparation deadline.
In December 1922, after a year of negotiation, the
Reparation Commission declared that Germany

was in default (behind) in the delivery of coal and
telegraph poles to France. The following month

60000 French and Belgian troops crossed the

border and occupied the Ruhr, the most important
Armed French troops guard a German steam locomotive in the Ruhr

= industrial area of Germany.
as rail shipments of coal are prepared to be sent to France.
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The French government was determined that Germany must be made to meet its obligations.
They believed that the Germans had never accepted defeat and that France must reassert its
authority and demonstrate that it had both the strength and the will to force Germany to accept the Ruhr occupation
Treaty of Versailles.

Passive resistance

The occupation of the Ruhr triggered a wave of anti-French feeling throughout Germany. Political
parties united in their condemnation of the French action, and the government called for a policy of
‘passive resistance’ in the Ruhr. Germans in the Ruhr went on strike and refused to cooperate in any
way with the French.

The French in turn were forced to bring in workers to mine and move the coal, and ultimately
more than 100000 troops to control the restless population and deal with acts of sabotage by right-
wing extremists. Thousands of Germans were forcibly removed from the Ruhr, industrial leaders who
refused to cooperate were imprisoned and acts of violence increased. More than 150 Germans were

killed in protests, including the shooting of 12 German workers at the Krupp steelworks in March 1923.

RUHR OCCUPATION

Alamy Stock Photo/Photo 12
SOURCE STUDY

A German poster urging
workers to follow the policy
of passive resistance during
the occupation of the Ruhr

in 1923. The caption reads,
‘No, you won't be able to force
me!’

1 Whatis the worker being encouraged to do?

2 Describe the way the poster depicts both the German worker and the French soldiers. What message
is being conveyed in this image?
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The problem of hyperinflation, 1923

Immediately after the war, Germany had little capacity for economic recovery. The country had
little export trade, and was unable to attract any major foreign investment or loans. Moreover, the
government itself was weak and vulnerable to pressure from the left and the right, and it was not
prepared to carry through the necessary economic reforms because they would have added to the
suffering of the people.
One alternative was to raise taxes, but this was resisted, particularly by the industrialists, who
actually benefited from inflation, and because of the fear that it would increase unemployment.
To meet the growing cost not only of reparations but also of wages and war pensions, the government
response was simply to print more money, and so the value of the German currency continued to fall.
Before the war one US dollar had been worth 4.2 marks, but by January 1920 it was worth 64.8 marks
and by January 1923 it was worth 17972 marks. In this sense the German government itself, by failing
to reform the finances and increase taxation, was a major cause of the inflation of the early 1920s.
The effective shutdown of the vital industrial area of the Ruhr in 1923 and the policy of passive
resistance had disastrous results for the already failing German economy. The government had
pledged to support and pay the wages of the Germans resisting in the Ruhr. At the same time, it
was forced to spend its scarce foreign reserves of currency to import coal to support other German
industries that had relied on Ruhr coal.
By the summer of 1923 government

k)
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costs had soared by some 700 per cent.

The inflation that had plagued the German
economy since the war now quickly
degenerated into the phenomenon of
hyperinflation, in which the Germans
experienced a rapid fall in the value of

their currency to the point that it became
worthless. The Reichsbank and the
government had no answer to the problem as
2000 printing presses worked day and night

to print money. By August there were more

This 50 million mark banknote was issued in November 1923, at the height of  },4 1 44 trillion marks in circulation, with

the nation’s hyperinflation. They were printed so quickly that the reverse sides

were left blank.

the presses producing another 46 billion
marks per day. Prices in Germany were
linked to the exchange rate, and by the start of September 1923 one US dollar was worth 10 million
marks. By the end of the month that figure stood at 160 million marks. In November, at the height
of the hyperinflation, one US dollar was worth 4200000000000 marks. Banks charged 35 per cent
interest per day on loans. An American politician visiting Berlin paid 1500 million marks for his
evening meal, and thoughtfully left a small tip of 400 million marks.

The collapse of the German economy in 1923 caused great suffering, but not every German
suffered; indeed, some sections of society actually profited from the inflation. The Junker landowning
class was generally not affected, and the smaller farming class also avoided the full impact of the
hyperinflation. Food was always a valuable commodity, and farmers were able to increase their
wealth by barter, which became a widespread practice as the currency became worthless. However,
it was the industrialists and the business class who gained most from Germany’s economic woes.
The inflated currency enabled them to wipe out their debts, and business interests that had access to
foreign currency or had the ability to sell on foreign markets made enormous profits.

Those who suffered the most were the people on fixed incomes or wages, and those who lived off their
savings. This tended to be the cautious German middle class and much of the German working class.
They were overwhelmed by the inflation, which saw the value of their savings and investments disappear.
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TABLE 3.1 Exchange rate for German marks against the US dollar 1914-1923

1914
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1923
1923
1923

July 4.2 marks

January 8.9 marks

January 14 marks

January 64.9 marks

January 191.8 marks

January 17792 marks

July 353412 marks
September 98860000 marks
November 200000000000 marks

Hyperinflation

THE REALITY OF HYPERINFLATION

Life became tragicomic. Anyone with access to even a few dollars or pounds sterling became a
trillionaire overnight. But it often proved impossible to change one hundred dollars into German currency
since even the banks did not have enough paper money available and anyway it would have required

3 lorry to transport the money. An unskilled worker who in 1913 had been earning 25 marks a week

was earning 530 million marks a week in September 1923. He would have needed a wheelbarrow to

take home his weekly wage. A pensioner who in 1913 had invested the sum of 100 000 marks would
have found his account worth less than a few cents in 1923. A couple who owned a large house before
the war and received an income from letting the rooms would find in 1923 that the cost of replacing a
broken pane of glass was more than all the rents they had ever received from their tenants.

Simon Taylor, Germany 1918 1933, Duckworth and Co., London, 1983, p. 53.

The old were equally helpless. One elderly writer named Maximilian Bern withdrew all his savings, more
than 100000 marks and spent them on one subway ticket. He took a ride around Berlin and then locked
himself in his apartment and starved to death.

Otto Friedrich, Before the Deluge — A Portrait of Berlin in the 1920s, Harper Row, New York, 1972, p. 126.

A factory worker described payday, which was every day at 11:00 a.m.: ‘At 11:00 in the morning a siren
sounded, and everybody gathered in the factory forecourt, where a five-ton lorry was drawn up loaded
brimful with paper money. The chief cashier and his assistants climbed up on top. They read out names
and just threw out bundles of notes. As soon as you had caught one you made a dash for the nearest
shop and bought just anything that was going.’

SOURCE STUDY

George JW Goodman, Paper Money, GK Hall, Boston, 1982, pp. 57-62.
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A local letter posted in Breslau in 1923 with 40 million marks A shop assistant using 1 million-mark notes as a pad of
worth of postage stamps scrap paper during the period of the hyperinflation in 1923

Cost of a loaf of bread

1918 0.63 marks

1923 January 250 marks
July 3465 marks
September 1512000 marks
November 201000000000 marks

1 How did hyperinflation affect each of the following groups?

i Workers iv. Pensioners
i Industrialists v Farmers
i Junkers

2 Evaluate the usefulness of one of these sources to a historian studying the impact of the
hyperinflation crisis. In your answer, consider the type of sources, the nature of the impact,
and the groups that would have been affected.

3 Using specific evidence from the sources above, write an extended paragraph that explains the
impact of hyperinflation on German society.

The fall of the government, August 1923

By June 1923 the government had lost control of the economy. Strikes swept the country as workers
protested about the rising unemployment and the failure of their wages to keep up with the cost of
living. Social hardship increased as the economy floundered and the German currency plummeted.
In August the government finally fell, and President Ebert called on the leader of the German
People’s Party (DVP), Gustav Stresemann, to form a new government. Displaying his considerable
political and negotiating skills, Stresemann was able to form a coalition of the Socialists (SPD), the
Centre Party, the German Democratic Party (DDP) and his own German People’s Party (DVP). At a
time of real danger for the republic, Stresemann put together the so-called ‘Great Coalition’, which
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brought together parties from the moderate left, the middle and the moderate right of German
politics. His political opponents were the German Communist Party (KPD) and the more radical,

right-wing German National People’s Party (DNVP).

GUSTAV STRESEMANN

Gustav Stresemann was one of the few outstanding
political figures of the Weimar Republic. Born into
a middle-class Berlin family in 1878, Stresemann
had been a businessman before entering politics
in 1907, and in 1917 he was elected leader of the
National Liberal Party. Stresemann had a deeply
felt sense of nationalism and he supported the
war effort and the policies of Ludendorff, including
the use of unrestricted submarine warfare and the
severe treaty of Brest-Litovsk that Germany
imposed on defeated Russia in 1918.

He was a man of great self-confidence,
courage and personal charm who believed that
success in politics, as in business, came from an
accurate assessment of a situation and a realistic
assessment of what was possible.

Stresemann had supported the monarchy, but
after the republic was proclaimed he accepted
the reality of the new political situation and

The end of passive resistance

Gustav Stresemann

became one of its true champions. In
1919 when the National Liberal ]
Party split into the German
Democratic Party (DDP) and

the German National People’s
Party (DNVP), Stresemann
formed his own conservative +
political party, the German
People’s Party (DVP). He was ‘
a nationalist and a democrat

who distrusted both the radical

left and the radical right, with their O e
putsch attempts and their use of political
violence. Gustav Stresemann

(1878-1929), German
chancellor from August
to November 1923 and
foreign minister from
1923 to 1929

From 13 August to 23 November 1923,
Stresemann was chancellor of a coalition
government. In his short-lived time as
chancellor he addressed the issue of the
hyperinflation that was crippling the nation.

The Stresemann government came to office at a critical time in the history of the Weimar Republic.
The French were in their eighth month of occupation in the Ruhr, the German economy was in chaos
and the currency worthless, and separatist movements in the German states of Bavaria, Saxony and

Thuringia threatened the unity of the republic.

Stresemann’s first major step was to call off the policy of passive resistance in the Ruhr. This was
an act of great political courage and it enraged German nationalists, who saw it as a betrayal of the
nation and its honour. But for Stresemann the reality of the situation was that Germany could not
begin to remedy the disastrous economic situation until the Ruhr problem was settled, and to settle

it Germany would have to give in to the French.

AN APPEAL BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT, 26 SEPTEMBER 1923

To the German People!

On January 11 French and Belgian troops occupied the German Ruhr region against law and treaty.
Since this time the Ruhr region and the Rhineland had to suffer the severest difficulties ...

Economic life in occupied and unoccupied Germany is ruined ... to preserve the life of the people and
the state, we are today faced with the bitter necessity of breaking off the struggle. We know that in doing so
we demand of the inhabitants of the occupied areas even greater emotional sacrifices than before. Heroic
was their struggle, unprecedented their self control ...We call upon the German People to faithfully hold

SOURCE STUDY
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together in the coming period of the hardest emotional trials and material want. Only thus will we shatter all
intentions of smashing the Reich, only thus can we regain the freedom which is our inalienable right!

Reich President Ebert

Reich Government: Stresemann, Schmidt, Gessler, Brauns, von Raumer, Radbruch, Oeser, Luther,
Hilferding, Fuchs.

Quoted in Johannes Hohlfeld (ed.), Dokumente der deutschen Politik und Geschichte von 1848 bis zur Gegenwart,
vol. 2, p. 137.

QUESTIONS

Explain why French and Belgian troops occupied the Ruhr in 1923.
What is passive resistance?
According to the source, why did Stresemann call off passive resistance?

Provide evidence from the source to support the claim Ebert was a nationalist.

v & W=

Using evidence from the source, assess the impact of passive resistance on Germany.

GUSTAV STRESEMANN

QUESTIONS

1  Look at the date of publication. What is
the context for the cartoon?

SOURCE STUDY

2 Explain why the figure of Gustav
Stresemann was depicted in this
way? What message is the cartoonist
attempting to convey?

Simplicissimus

The front cover of the German magazine
Simplicissimus, 14 May 1923. The caption reads,
'He looks to the right, he looks to the left — he will
save me.’
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The Rentenmark

There was no prospect of any economic recovery until Germany had a stable currency and

the German people had faith in their currency. Two days after the Reichstag voted to give the
government emergency powers, the government used these emergency powers to tackle the urgent
problem of inflation. Stresemann appointed a brilliant young banker, Hjalmar Schacht, to deal with
the reforms of the currency. The printing of worthless currency ceased and the mark was recalled.
A new currency called the Rentenmark was put into circulation. The old mark had traditionally
been backed by gold, but since Germany now lacked adequate gold reserves the new Rentenmark
was backed by the value of all German land and industrial assets. To prevent the Rentenmark from
being devalued there were strict controls on the number issued, and its exchange rate was fixed at
about 4.2 Rentenmarks to the US dollar, with each Rentenmark being worth about 1 billion of the
old marks.

The government also carried out long overdue economic reforms. The budget was balanced,
government expenditure was cut, particularly after passive resistance ended, and new taxes were
introduced. These bold measures ended the inflation and stabilised the currency. In 1924 the
Rentenmark, which was always intended to be a temporary currency, was withdrawn and a new
German mark was introduced.

New political unrest and the threat of separatism, 1923

In the midst of the difficulties with the economy, the Stresemann government also faced new
political challenges from both the extreme left and right.

The decision to end passive resistance had aroused nationalist anger. In the southern state
of Bavaria — always a hotbed of political unrest — the right-wing government of Gustav von Kahr
defied the government in Berlin, while the military commander in Bavaria also backed the Bavarian
state authority. Talk of Bavarian separatism was once again in the air. To the north of Bavaria, in
the neighbouring states of Thuringia and Saxony, a union of the socialists and communists in the
state governments presented a new difficulty, as these radical left-wing governments also began to
challenge the authority of the government in Berlin.

To protect national unity Stresemann asked President Ebert to declare a state of emergency
under Article 48, and the German army was ordered in to remove the governments of Thuringia and
Saxony. The army under General von Seeckt, motivated by its long standing hatred of the extreme
left, acted and the threat from the left in Thuringia and Saxony was removed.

In Bavaria, the Nazi Party, a small but growing extreme right-wing party led by Adolf Hitler,
took the opportunity amid the political unrest to try to seize control of the Bavarian government.
On 8 November 1923, in what became known as the Munich Beer Hall Putsch, Hitler and his
followers tried to take over the government in Bavaria as the first step in a march to Berlin (see also
pp- 112-17). The attempt failed, as neither the Bavarian army nor von Kahr, the right-wing prime
minister of Bavaria, were prepared to support it. The following day, a defiant march by Nazis through
the centre of Munich ended in gunfire as the police moved in. Sixteen Nazis were killed and Hitler
was arrested.

The fall of the Stresemann government, November 1923

On 2 November 1923 the SPD withdrew from the coalition government. Stresemann survived

as chancellor for a few more weeks, but after a vote of no confidence in the Reichstag (led by the
Socialists) was carried 231 to 156 Stresemann tendered his resignation to President Ebert. For
President Ebert it was a matter of despair that his own SPD had deserted Stresemann. “Your reasons
for unseating the Chancellor will be forgotten in six weeks, he told the SPD leader, ‘but you will be
suffering the consequences of your stupidity after ten years have passed.?
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A DIFFICULT START

« The shock of defeat in 1918

+ Germany did not have a democratic
tradition. A new democratic

system was imposed by the

Allied powers.

+ Germany in 19181919 faced
revolution and violence.

+ The new republic was associated
with all that was bad about postwar
Germany.

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

+ Germany was required to accept the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919.

« The loss of territory, ‘war guilt’

and reparations were some of the
major issues Germans found hard

to accept.

+ The Weimar Republic was forever
associated with the shame of the
treaty.

THE WEIMAR CONSTITUTION

+ The constitution gave the German

people democratic rights and
freedoms.

It also gave the German President
significant power (Article 48).

+ The voting system of proportional

representation allowed smaller
parties to gain seats.

+ There was political instability, with

frequent changes in the coalition
governments.

A

WHY WAS 19191923 A TIME OF CRISIS
FOR THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC?

v
CHALLENGES FOR THE LEFT AND RIGHT

+ The Spartacist uprising in 1919
+ The right-wing Kapp Putsch in 1920

+ The assassination of Foreign

Minister Rathenau in 1922
Leftist threats in Thuringia and
Saxony

Hitler’s failed Munich Putsch
in 1923

OPPOSITION
Many groups in Germany opposed the
idea of a German democratic republic.
These included:
« the German army
« the conservative Junker landowning
class
+ groups from the extreme left
« groups from the extreme right.

1923

+ Germany defaulted in reparations.
France and Belgium occupied the
Ruhr area.

+ The government supported passive
resistance on the part of Germans
in the Ruhr.

+ Weimar printed more money
to try and solve the problem of

hyperinflation.

Weimar Germany 1919-1923

1923: ADIFFICULT YEAR

i~ The German government followed ‘the policy of fulfilment’, an attempt to meet some of the
provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.

il In 1923 Germany faced a particularly difficult year, with a failing economy and an inability

to pay reparations.

il As a response and to assert their authority, France and Belgium occupied the Ruhr, the

industrial heart of Germany, in 1923.

il The German response to the occupation of the Ruhr was a policy of ‘passive resistance’,

which made the situation worse.

Germany experienced aggressive hyperinflation, which destroyed the value of the
German currency.

In Bavaria, the Nazi Party, then virtually unknown in the rest of Germany, failed in an
attempt to seize control of the Bavarian government.

Financial reforms, mainly the work of Gustav Stresemann, ended the hyperinflation and set
Germany on the path to a degree of economic stability after 1923.
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0 What do you understand by the following terms?
i policy of fulfilment il hyperinflation
il passive resistance iv. Rentenmark
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e Why did France and Belgium occupy the Ruhr in 19237 What were some of the consequences of
this action for Germany?

6 Why did Stresemann call off passive resistance? Why was passive resistance unpopular with many
Germans?
e Answer the following questions based on the table below.
i How many different governments had Germany had by January 19257
il When was the SPD part of a coalition government?
il When was the Zentrum part of a coalition government?
iv. When was the DDP part of a coalition government?
v Of the 10 Chancellors in this period, how many belonged to the SPD or Zentrum?
vi Based on this information, what can you conclude about the nature of the Weimar

governments?
oo ot owonaics ———owsion
Friedrich Ebert (SPD) SPD, USPD November 1918—February 1919 96 days
Philipp Scheidemann (SPD) SPD, Zentrum, DDP February 1919—June 1919 127 days
Gustav Bauer (SPD) SPD, Zentrum, DDP June 1919—March 1920 279 days
Hermann Miiller (SPD) SPD, Zentrum, DDP March 1920—June 1920 86 days
Konstantin Fehrenbach (Zentrum) ~ DDP, Zentrum, DVP June 1920—May 1921 313 days
Joseph Wirth (Zentrum) SPD, Zentrum, DDP May 1921- October 1921 1 year, 188 days
October 1921-November 1922
Wilhelm Cuno (non-aligned) DDP, Zentrum, DVP November 1922—August 1923 1 year, 202 days
Gustav Stresemann (DVP) SI[D)I; Zentrum, DVP, August 1923—November 1923 109 days
Wilhelm Marx (Zentrum) Zentrum, DVP, DDP November 1923—January 1925 1 year, 46 days

9 Research one of the following figures: Friedrich Ebert, Philipp Scheidemann or Gustav Stresemann.
Write an obituary for your individual that would be suitable for publication in @ German newspaper
in the Weimar period.

G Collect 10 sources that demonstrate a range of German experiences in the period 1918-1923.
For each source, write a paragraph explaining why it would be useful to a historian studying
this period.

o Essay question: To what extent was the Treaty of Versailles responsible for the instability in
Germany between 1919 and 19237
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HSC-STYLE ESSAY QUESTION

1 Explain how the German army maintained its position and influence during the period of the
Weimar Republic.

2 How successful was the Weimar Republic in dealing with some of the major problems that
confronted it during the period 1919-19237

3 To what degree could it be argued that the challenges faced by the Weimar Republic from 1919
to 1923 came from both within and outside Germany? To what extent was the Treaty of Versailles
responsible for the instability in Germany between 1919 and 19237

Endnotes

1 Von Seeckt, quoted in A De Jonge, The Weimar Chronicle: Prelude to Hitler, Paddington Press, New York, 1978, p. 64.
2 Quoted in Erich Eyck, A History of the Weimar Republic, vol. 1, Antheneum, New York, 1970, p. 217.

3 Quoted in Erich Eyck, A History of the Weimar Republic, vol. 1, Antheneum, New York, 1970, p. 217.
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The Weimar Republic:
The good years 1924-1929

4.1

F—

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
STABILITY

4.2
S

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE OF
THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

W
' GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY IN
THE 1920S

Marlene Dietrich in the film
The Blue Angel (1930). From
her film and cabaret work
in the Weimar era, Dietrich
became a world-famous
entertainer.
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KEY WORDS AND TERMS

cabaret

A form of entertainment featuring
music and dance, usually performed in
clubs. Cabaret was a very popular form
of entertainment in Weimar Germany.

Dawes Plan

The plan, prepared in 1924 by a committee
led by American banker Charles Dawes,
to adjust Germany's reparations payments
to meet Germany's capacity to pay.

expressionist movement

A nineteenth-century movement in

the arts in which the artist sought to
convey inner experiences and emotions,
rather than objective reality. The artist
seeks to express the feelings that an

Gross National Product (GNP)
The value of all goods and services
produced in 3 country in any one year.

Locarno Treaty
An important treaty signed in October

1925 between Germany, Britain, France,

Italy and Belgium. It was the start of

a new relationship between Germany
and its former enemies, and as a result
Germany joined the League of Nations
the following year.

modernism

A cultural movement that challenged
the traditional or older forms of artistic
and creative expression. Modernism
represented a new style of art,

Modernism (what was modern and
new) was popular in the 1920s, and
Germany embraced much of this
new style.

welfare state

A state where the government accepts
its responsibility to provide for the

less fortunate. This usually includes
welfare measures such as public health
services and public housing, pensions,
and unemployment and other benefits
provided to those in most need.

Young Plan
Similar to the Dawes Plan of 1924, the
Young Plan of 1929 further reduced

Germany'’s reparation repayment figure.

literature, music, theatre, architecture
and other forms of creative expression.

+ object arouses, rather than depicting
. the object itself.

The good years 1924-1929

TIMELINE

1924 APRIL APRIL

The Dawes Plan, which revised Germany’s Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Treaty
reparation payment, was announced. of Berlin.

SEPTEMBER
Germany joined the League of Nations.

0CTOBER

General von Seeckt was dismissed as commander
of the German army.

Fritz Lang’s futuristic film Metropolis premiered

in Berlin.

JUNE

The Young Plan, which reduced Germany’s
reparation figure, was announced.

OCTOBER
Gustav Stresemann died.

AUGUST
French troops were withdrawn from the Ruhr.

1925 FEBRUARY
President Friedrich Ebert died.

Paul von Hindenburg was elected president of
Germany.

AUGUST
The last of the French troops left the Ruhr.

OCTOBER
Germany signed the Locarno Treaty.
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4.1

_

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STABILITY

Compared with what had come before and what would follow, the years from 1924 to 1928 were
good years for Germany. The republic had survived the crises of 1923 and entered a period of
comparative calm and stability. The economy prospered and the political turmoil of earlier days
gave way to a time of relative political stability. This period saw the flowering of a brilliant culture,
making Germany the European centre of creative expression in music, film, art and literature and
transformed Berlin into one of the most exciting cities in Europe. Some of the bitterness of World
War I finally eased, and Germany was once again accepted as an equal in the European community.

Much of this stability has been attributed to Gustav Stresemann. In his brief time as chancellor
he had solved the problem of the Ruhr occupation and put in motion the reforms that would end
hyperinflation.

The Dawes Plan, 1924

One of the foundations for Germany’s economic growth was its determination to improve
relationships with its former foes. This process began in 1924 when Stresemann, by then foreign
minister, supported the Dawes Plan. Great Britain and the United States had always accepted that,
if Germany was to pay reparations, the German economy had to be stabilised and Germany had to
be given the capacity to pay. As ‘passive resistance’ ended and the Stresemann government sought
to remedy the hyperinflation, the Reparations Commission set up a committee, led by the American
banker Charles G Dawes, to investigate ways to help Germany stabilise its economy. It was the start
of realism over revenge.

Under the Dawes Plan, announced in April 1924, Germany was still required to pay reparations,
starting with a payment of 1000 million marks in 1925 and increasing over the next five years to a
figure of 2500 million marks. After that, payment would be adjusted to reflect Germany’s capacity
to pay. The Dawes Plan reduced the burden of reparations, which allowed Germany to borrow
money. As part of the plan, Germany was to receive an immediate loan, and France finally agreed to
leave the Ruhr. Germany accepted the Dawes Plan, and it marked the start of a period of impressive
economic growth in Germany.

Foreign loans and a new prosperity

Germany’s economic recovery was made possible in part by new loans that it was able to secure,
mainly from the United States. Between 1925 and 1930 Germany received more than US$25 billion
in long- and short-term loans. In fact, Germany now received more in loans than it paid in
reparations.

The key to the German recovery was this large amount of foreign capital that flowed into the
country from 1924. For most Germans, the standard of living began to improve as money was
spent on public works, housing, transport and social welfare. Germany already had great industrial
potential and the flow of money, the return of confidence and the creative determination of the
German people saw a rapid growth in Germany’s industrial strength.

Industry was restructured and modernised and greater efficiencies were introduced, as well as
new management techniques. By 1928 coal, iron and steel production levels had surpassed the pre-
war figures of 1913. German exports doubled in the period to 1929, with Germany second only to
Britain as the leading exporter in Europe.
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The welfare state in Weimar Germany

The suffering and hardship Germans had faced during World War I strengthened the belief that the
new German state should take more responsibility for the welfare of its citizens. One of the great

achievements of this period was the provision of increased welfare — in fact, some historians even

suggest that Weimar Germany became the first true Sozialstaat or welfare state.

The Socialist Party (SPD), Germany’s largest political party, embraced the need to provide

welfare in order to win the support of the working class for the republic. Already, German workers

had the eight-hour day, and an arbitration system also protected workers’ rights. Wages increased,

trade unions gained a new importance and their membership soared. By 1929, 6 million German

workers were in trade unions. Considerable progress was made by the different Weimar governments

People waiting in line for social welfare benefits in Berlin, 1927
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after 1923 to introduce welfare in the form of
war pensions for former soldiers, as well as
invalid, widows” and orphans’ pensions. The
money spent on social welfare increased in the
1920s to the point that by 1928, 26 per cent of
Germany’s Gross National Product (GNP) was
spent on welfare, compared with 15 per cent in
1914. Homelessness fell dramatically as more
than 2 million new homes were built.

The Weimar Constitution had included
a provision (Article 161) that “The Reich shall
organise a comprehensive system of (social)
insurance’, and in 1927 the Unemployment
Insurance Act was passed, providing a national
unemployment insurance scheme to cover more
than 17 million workers against the possibility
of becoming unemployed. Employers and
workers contributed to this fund, but when mass
unemployment occurred as a result of the Great
Depression the funds were soon exhausted,
and the system failed. Another law of the same
year, the Provisional Work Hours Law, also
limited the number of hours employees could
work and provided overtime payments if they
exceeded these hours.

The middle class

Not surprisingly, the social welfare changes
were not welcomed by all employers or by
big business, who disliked the rising power of
the German trade unions. The hardworking
middle-class Germans were also unhappy. They
had been hit hardest by the hyperinflation of
1923, and now their taxes had increased to help
pay for the welfare state.

The German middle class did not benefit
nearly as much from the economic reforms of
the 1920s as the working class. While akg-images

9780170410106



9780170410106

class wages grew, middle-class wages remained
relatively static, and the benefits of the welfare
state were often unavailable to middle-class

or white-collar workers. By 1928 these white-
collar workers were the largest group among the
unemployed. In time, support for the Weimar
Republic waned among middle-class Germans
and also among powerful business interests, who
were disadvantaged by the growing power of
trade unions and the loss of profit to welfare and
unemployment insurance schemes.

Weaknesses in the economy

Although the 1920s was a time of economic
prosperity for Germany, this growth was built

on weak foundations. Germany was .hvmg off Potsdamerplatz in the heart of Berlin in 1925
borrowed money, dependent on foreign loans and
investments. By 1929 Germany had a foreign debt of almost 25 billion marks. As the government
spent money, particularly on the social welfare agenda, it was unable to deliver a balanced budget.
This in turn made it more dependent on foreign loans. If this money supply was to cease, as it
did with the start of the Depression, then the German economy would collapse. Stresemann had
foreseen the danger ahead. “We in Germany in recent years have lived on borrowed money, he wrote
in November 1928. ‘If a crisis ever hits us and the Americans withdraw their short-term credits then
we would be bankrupt ... we are not only militarily disarmed, we are also financially disarmed.” It
was a view echoed by the German economic historian Karl Borchardt, who claimed that the Weimar
economy in the good years was ‘an abnormal in fact a sick economy which could not possibly have
gone on the same way even if the world depression had not occurred.”

Another weakness in the economy was the fact that economic power was concentrated in
the hands of influential industrialists and bankers. Despite the fact that this group opposed the
republic and the idea of parliamentary democracy, they nonetheless increased their wealth and
influence under the republican system. When they saw their position challenged with the onset of
the Depression and the threat from the rising German Communist Party (KPD) after 1930, they
embraced and supported the extreme right, and helped put Hitler and the Nazis into power.

Unemployment remained high throughout this period, from 5 per cent in 1924 to almost 9 per
cent or 8.5 million unemployed in 1929. In rural Germany, agriculture remained depressed. By 1928
agricultural output was still at only 75 per cent of the pre-war figure, a situation not helped by the
fall in prices for agricultural produce in the 1920s. There was a growing agricultural debt and the
farming community was unable to share in the prosperity of the urban and industrial centres. As
prices fell, rural Germany became a source of support for Hitler, with almost half of the Nazi votes in
1932 coming from rural areas.

Political stability, 1924-1929

After the political disorder and violence that had marked the first five years of the Weimar Republic,
the five years between 1924 and 1929 were a period of relative political stability. During this time,
despite the fact that Germany had six changes of government, the moderate political parties — the
German Democratic Party (DDP), the Centre Party and the German People’s Party (DVP) — were the
basis of the coalition governments of the republic. The largest of the German political parties, the
SPD, remained outside of coalition governments from early 1924 to 1928.

CHAPTER 4 THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: THE GOOD YEARS 1924-1929
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During this time of relative stability, the extremist political parties of both the left and right did
not do very well. In the three elections between 1924 and 1928, the communists averaged 10.7 per
cent of the vote, and the Nazi Party on the extreme right only 3.6 per cent. For a time even the right-
wing German National People’s Party (DN'VP) seemed to reconcile itself to the idea of a republic and
joined the coalition, and after 1928 the Socialists (SPD) returned to government, strengthening the
opportunities for political harmony further still.

The suggestion that there was true political stability in these years has been challenged by the
fact that there were six changes of government during this time. The political parties remained
committed to their own narrow self-interests. The opportunity to develop a base for a more lasting

form of stable government, one that may have withstood the challenges ahead, was never taken
during these few years of political calm.

REICHSTAG ELECTIONS, 1924 AND 1928

December 1924

| KPD || SPD “ BVP “Centre” DDP || DVP ”DNVP"NSDAP|

45 131 19 69 32 51 103 14

SOURCE STUDY

Total number of seats:

493

‘ Parties supporting democracy
. Parties opposed to democracy

May 1928

| kPD || SPD || BVP ||Centre|| DDP || DVP ||DNVP|INSDAP|

54 163 16 62 25 45 n 12

Total number of seats:

491

. Parties supporting democracy

. Parties opposed to democracy
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Cweros

1 Which parties
i Supported democracy
ii Opposed democracy

that claim?

2 From which side of politics was there the most opposition to democracy?

3 'Workers made the most gains during this period.” What evidence is there in this data to support

President von Hindenburg, 1925

In February 1925 President Ebert died suddenly after
an appendicitis operation. Ebert had courageously

led the German people since the chaotic days of the
revolution of 1918, first as head of the government that
replaced the Kaiser and then as the first president of the
Weimar Republic.

Most of the major political parties stood a
candidate in the elections for a new president. No one
received a majority, so a second round of voting was
needed. In the second ballot the nationalist groups
pressured retired field marshal Paul von Hindenburg
to represent the forces of the right. Hindenburg had
been reluctant to stand, but the 77-year-old achieved a
narrow victory, and became president.

The Weimar Republic now had a president who
really did not believe in the republic. Everything in
Hindenburg’s conservative Junker military background
represented loyalty to the old Germany. Indeed, before
accepting the office of Reich President, Hindenburg
sought permission from the ex-Kaiser, still in exile in
Holland. His election was welcomed by the army and
right-wing groups, who became more tolerant of the
republic now that Hindenburg was its head.

Hindenburg worked conscientiously to carry
out his duties and to uphold both the republic and
the constitution. However, he was an old man, and
historians have speculated about how the history of
Germany may have differed if another man had held
this powerful post in the critical years of the Great

Paul von Hindenburg, President of the Weimar Republic, as he
appeared on the cover of Die Woche (The Week), a weekly
illustrated German newspaper, in 1927

Depression and the rise of the Nazis. Until his health failed and the political problems became too

great, Hindenburg used the prestige of his name and reputation to make the system work, even

though the system was not of his liking. To many Germans, Hindenburg brought a respectability to

Paul von Hindenburg

the office of president that Ebert had never been able to achieve. The British Ambassador put it clearly. 1925 election
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“The truth is the Germans do not want a president in a top hat ... he has to wear a uniform and a
chestful of medals. When they see as their leader a man who wears a top hat and looks as though he
might have been a neighbour, then each thinks of himself “I could do that too”?

Violence and social divisions

One of the persistent problems of the Weimar Republic was the level of violence in German society.
Street fighting was a frequent feature of life in Germany; even in the good years from 1924 to 1929,
some 170 members of different paramilitary groups were killed. By the early 1930s, as political and
economic disorder returned, the violence escalated even further as political groups used paramilitary
groups in politics.

The Stahlhelm (Steel Helmets), an ex-servicemen’s association made up of former Freikorps
members, was a right-wing force that supported the German National People’s Party, while Der Rote
Frontkdmpferbund (the Red Front Fighters’ League) supported the German Communist Party. From
the late 1920s the Nazi Party had its own very effective paramilitary group, the Sturmabteilung or
stormtroopers (SA), in their distinctive brown shirts.

THE NATURE OF THE GERMAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY

il The period 1924—1928 was a time of relative economic recovery and political stability in Germany.

il The Dawes Plan of April 1924, which adjusted the reparation figure, marked the start of
Germany’s economic recovery.

Il Germany borrowed heavily, especially from the United States, and used its foreign loans to
grow the economy.

il There were significant advances in the development of the welfare state in Germany, which
benefited the working class in particular, but alienated others.

il The economic stability led to a period of relative political stability after 1924, when extremist
political parties gained little ground.

il Economic prosperity was not experienced by all classes. Many of the German middle class
experienced less improvement in their living standards than other sections of society.

il With the trade unions and social welfare system, the working class appeared to be doing
better, as many middle-class people in their own businesses continued to struggle.

il Farmers and people working on the land experienced much less prosperity. Agriculture
needed a significant degree of modernisation, which did not happen, and the level of
agricultural output never increased in the way that industrial production did.

il The economy had the underlying problems of heavy dependence on foreign loans, growing
antagonism between the industrialists and the workers, and the actual cost of production.
Wages and production costs made many German goods too expensive, and by the late 1920s,
Germany had difficulty finding adequate export markets.

il The KPD, still influenced by Moscow, saw the SPD as its main rival and so helped to split the
working-class vote.

il President Ebert died in 1925 and was followed by President von Hindenburg, whose election
reconciled many in the army and on the right of German politics to support the republic.
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a Which of the following statements can be justified by historical evidence?
A That Germans industrial production increased in the period after 1924.
B That the German economic recovery after 1924 was based very heavily on foreign loans
C  That the Dawes Plan ended the German requirement to pay reparations
D That extremist parties of the left and right lost political influence between 1924 and 1928.
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Define the meaning of the term welfare state. Summarise four key reforms that took place in the
Weimar era.

Explain why democracy stabilised in the period 1924-1928.

@0

‘The economic position is only flourishing on the surface. Germany is in fact dancing on a volcano.
If the short-term credits are called in, a large section of our economy would collapse.’ Gustav
Stresemann to Parker Gilbert US the Agent General for Reparations, 1928. With reference to the
above quote, in a paragraph, assess how stable the German economy was by 1928.

e Class debate: The social welfare reforms of the mid 1920s were irresponsible.

4.2

_

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE OF THE
WEIMAR REPUBLIC

During the 1920s there was a remarkable upsurge in cultural life in Germany. A particular feature of

this time was the sudden outpouring of new creative expression. Some historians see this as the true

start of the modern age, a time when new attitudes and social values emerged to challenge the old.

It happened in the United States and in a number of European cities, such as Paris, but nowhere

was it more evident than in Weimar Germany. Despite the political and economic difficulties, this

period saw the flowering of a brilliant culture that made Germany the European centre of creative

expression in music, film, art and literature and transformed Berlin into one of the most exciting

cities in Europe. The war had wiped away the old Europe of control and conformity. Life was given Berlin 19205

Weimar culture

back to a new generation intent on embracing modernism, the age of the new.

Cultural life in Weimar Germany

One of the reasons for this cultural and artistic expression was the free and tolerant environment of
the Weimar Republic. The Germans were among the best-educated people in Europe, and ideas had
always been highly valued. The new constitution made Weimar Germany a more open society, as
freedoms were guaranteed and censorship was abolished. It was a society that valued free expression,
and until the Nazis came to power in 1933, Germans had a brief opportunity to give free rein to their
creativity and embrace the innovative and the experimental.
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It was as if a creative force, long suppressed under the
conservative restraints of Imperial Germany, had suddenly
been given the opportunity to express itself. Within the
creative arts the expressionist movement was the most
influential, as artists, writers and filmmakers sought to
convey experiences and emotions in their work. Berlin

Alamy Stock Photo/Entertainment Pictures

became the thriving centre of this new cultural expression.
‘Everything became possible, wrote one observer, ‘everything
became Experience with a capital E and a capital X.*

Theatre and cinema

Provocative theatre and cabaret flourished during the
decade, much of it with a political and social message.
One figure associated with this movement who achieved
lasting fame was poet, playwright and theatre director
Bertolt Brecht. Brecht, with the composer Kurt Weill,
wrote The Threepenny Opera, a production that enjoyed
enormous success when it appeared in 1928. Brecht was a
Marxist (communist), and much of his work conveyed his
disillusionment with capitalist middle-class society. Erwin

Piscator, another leading figure of the time, developed the
concept of the Proletarian Theatre, which produced plays

A poster promoting Fritz Lang’s futuristic film Metropolis, that addressed social realities and challenged the values of
released in 1926

traditional middle-class society.

Berlin became a world leader in the field of cinema, and the progressive German film industry
of the 1920s produced more films in that decade than the rest of Europe combined. Great advances
Weimar cinema were made in film and sound technology in the 1920s, and Germany was the home of many brilliant
directors, such as Fritz Lang, Josef von Sternberg and Ernst Lubitsch. The cinematic masterpieces
produced in Germany included the futuristic Metropolis, the expressionist The Cabinet of Dr Caligari,

Nosferatu and The Blue Angel, which launched its star Marlene Dietrich onto the world stage.

The Bauhaus

Literature and architecture

The 1920s also saw the emergence of brilliant
literature, featuring writers such as Thomas

imagefolk/Arco/).T.Werner

Mann, who won the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1929, Franz Kafka and Hermann Hesse. In
1924 the German writer Erich Maria Remarque
wrote about the uselessness of war in his classic
story about World War I, All Quiet on the
Western Front, published in 1928.

Germany of the 1920s also challenged the
traditions of architecture and design, with

nCcCDICDWO

the famous Bauhaus School of Architecture.

Founded by the architect Walter Gropius in
1919, the Bauhaus School (named after the
building in which it was centred) believed that

The Bauhaus complex in Dessau, Germany. The building had workshops
for creative design, architecture and fine art. The building survived World art should work with the new technology and
War Il and is now a UNESCO World Heritage site. that there should be an emphasis on functional
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design, not only in buildings but also in items of daily use, such as furniture. Like so many other

aspects of cultural life, this new school of architecture reflected the modernism of the time. There

was a rejection of the older, more traditional styles of architecture and design, and a search for new

form and function.

Modern art

There were also significant changes in the world of art itself. In expressionist painting the world and

reality were interpreted through the perception of the artists, who used new techniques to express

feelings and emotions. One significant artist of the period was Otto Dix, whose modernist style
sought to capture feeling by depicting his portrait subjects with brutal honesty. Much German art of
this time, unsurprisingly, also reflected the suffering and hardship that many Germans had endured.

Among other significant painters of the period were Paul Klee, Max Beckmann, Heinrich Zille, and

George Grosz, who criticised middle-class conservative society in a series of realistic drawings and

caricatures. In the 1920s Berlin replaced Paris as the world centre of modern art. German Expressionism

Modernism

The explosion of new ideas and cultural experimentation
was accompanied by a new way of life for many Germans.
Germany embraced many of the social changes coming from
the United States — dress styles, music, including jazz, and
the breaking down of what was considered old-fashioned. It
was a brief period of optimism and hope, a time to embrace
what was modern and new. After the suffering of the past,
Germans enjoyed this brief period of stability and prosperity.
A word often used to describe the social and cultural life of
this period in Germany was modernism.

Modernism and the accompanying social changes
were mainly evident in the major German cities. Not
all Germans shared in these changes, and many reacted
against modernism with its new cultural expressions, its
liberation of German women, and its tolerance of issues like
birth control and homosexuality. Some Germans saw the
new developments in culture and expression as offensive
and believed they were creating a degenerate society in
Germany. During these years there were examples of a
reaction against modernism. Right-wing conservative
groups attacked the government for allowing traditional
German values to be undermined, while the Catholic
Centre Party led a demand for a return to true German
values based on family and Sunday worship.

In the late 1920s some degree of censorship was
introduced to protect young Germans from exposure to
pornography, and government spending on the expressive
arts began to decrease. When the Nazis came to power in
1933 there was a dramatic end to free cultural expression
and even the freedom of the individual. Many artists,
musicians, writers, film directors and scientists, including
Albert Einstein, left Germany for the United States.
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Otto Dix, Portrait of the journalist Sylvia von Harden 1926.
This stark expressionist portrait sought to convey realism
as well as feeling and emotion. The portrait also symbolised
the new liberated society and the modern woman in Weimar
Germany. ‘| must paint you. | simply must,’ Dix said to von
Harden. ‘You are representative of an entire epoch!’. In Nazi
Germany after 1933, this type of artistic expression was
classed as degenerate art.

Alamy Stock Photo/Peter Horree
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Women in Weimar Germany

During the period of the Weimar Republic,
German women experienced an unprecedented
degree of freedom and equality. German women
had previously accepted the traditional role of
wife and mother. They had no political rights
and were expected to follow a very restricted
lifestyle under the guidance of their fathers or
husbands.

In Weimar Germany women were given
full equality, and a new openness and tolerance
allowed many women, particularly younger
women, to experience a sense of freedom and
liberation. Women also joined the workforce,

Women enjoyed new levels of freedom and equality during the Weimar era.  and by 1925 some 35 per cent of German

Women in Weimar Germany

workers were women. They were free to adopt
new styles of dress and behaviour and also enjoyed greater sexual freedom. The Law for Combating
Venereal Diseases (1927) decriminalised prostitution, and women had greater access to certain
contraceptives as the ban on these items was relaxed. Many women excelled, particularly in the arts
and entertainment industry.

The new Weimar constitution gave women the right to vote, and political parties began to
promote policies that would be supported by women. In fact, in the first election of 1919, more
women voted than men, though this may be linked to the 2 million young men who had been killed
in World War I and the 2 million more who had been injured.

Working-class women tended to support the SPD, middle-class women initially supported the
DDP, the DVP and the DNVP, and from the 1930s a significant portion of the Nazi vote came from
middle-class and rural women. But despite their involvement, and the election of women to the
German Reichstag, the reality was that women had little influence on the political process. The Nazi
party actually promoted policies to end the emancipation and freedoms women enjoyed, and when
the party came to power after 1933 these policies were put in place.

There were many ‘new women’, who were liberated from the traditional ideal of motherhood
and family devotion. They included women who, with their newfound independent income, were
able to indulge in the latest fashions, smoke cigarettes and enjoy the excitement of the cinemas,
theatres, nightclubs and cafes of the big cities. However, women’s wages remained well below those of
men, and despite the increased sexual freedom, abortion remained illegal unless the mother’s life was
in danger.

While some German women did enjoy the new freedoms and opportunities available to them,
the great majority were still influenced by the traditional view of women in society, taking care of
home, husband and children. Historical research on the role of women in Weimar Germany has
suggested that the level of women’s emancipation may have been more in appearance than reality.
There was still a clear focus on the differing roles and expectations of men and women.

Science and technology

The cultural outpouring of the Weimar Republic took place against a background of scientific

and technological advances. Germany had the most educated population in Europe, and science and
technology flourished in the 1920s. German scientists won seven Nobel prizes during the decade,
and the most famous scientist of the era, Albert Einstein, worked in Germany until 1933. There
were advances in communication and transport: a modern radio system was developed, new roads
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and railways were built, and the motor industry, flourished,
boasting such achievements as the development of the
Mercedes and the BMW.

In the air, the Germans impressed the world with the
development of the first great passenger airship, the Graf
Zeppelin. Completed in 1928 by the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin
Company, this rigid, hydrogen-filled airship made crossings
to the United States and South America, and on one occasion
flew around the world. Another German airship was the ill-
fated Hindenburg. Built in 1936, it was destroyed by fire while
attempting a landing in the United States in 1937.

The German airship Graf Zeppelin, the largest airship of its

time, was launched in 1928. It was the Ffirst airship to fly

around the world.

HISTORICAL DEBATE: THE NATURE OF WEIMAR CULTURE

OF THE 1920S

This brilliant but brief period when Germany became the world centre of creative ideas and art has
attracted the attention of numerous historians, who have sought to explain its causes and effects.

The historian Paul Johnson suggests that this sudden outpouring of cultural expression had been
building up since the nineteenth century. In Germany, ideas had always been highly valued and it was
the political system and the rigid class divisions that restrained the full flowering of these creative
forces. With the war and the subsequent defeat, German society changed as class divisions began to
break down. The new constitution made Weimar Germany a more tolerant society, as freedoms were
guaranteed and censorship was abolished. The historian Peter Gay, in his study Weimar Culture (1968),
suggests something similar — that German society after 1918 provided the opportunity for many who
had previously been ‘outsiders’ to gain acceptance.

There is also no doubt that the cultural freedom of the Weimar Republic divided German society, creating
a clash of values between the old and the new. The new freedoms of cultural expression upset a large portion
of the population, to the point that, as historian Eberhard Kolb suggests in The Weimar Republic (1988), there
was a great divide between artistic groups and everyday Germans, who found the new freedom of cultural
expression unacceptable. Millions of others were simply not affected. Conflict developed between those
Germans who embraced innovative cultural change and the great majority of Germans, who could not.

The German historian Detlev Peukert, in his book The Weimar Republic: The Crisis of Classical
Modernity (1987), suggests that Weimar Germany represented modernity in many aspects of German
life, including cultural expression and the social and political changes of the time. This modernity led
to very different reactions from different groups in German society. The major urban centres promoted
and accepted modernity, while conservatives and, in particular, Germans in rural communities rejected it,
adding to the division and stress in German society.

The daring and confronting nature of this new style upset many conservatives. They saw Weimar
culture as degenerate or superficial, and as a challenge to Germany’s cultural past. They rejected the
emancipation of women and the many new forms of artistic expression. For many Germans it was yet
another reason to be less accepting of the Weimar Republic. To some, particularly on the right, this new,
unacceptable culture was a reflection on the government that had allowed it to flourish. The Nazis in
particular became violently opposed to the modernism of the Weimar era. Ultimately, they would define
their own culture for the German people. It is not surprising that many who had been part of the cultural
life of Germany in the 1920s were forced to leave the country when the Nazis came to power in the 1930s.

HISTORIAN STUDY
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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CHANGE IN THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

4.2 QUESTIONS

The period of the Weimar Republic saw a remarkable upsurge of cultural life in Germany.
A particular feature of this time was the sudden outpouring of new creative expression.

Modernism and expressionism were two of the key themes of this new culture.

This new cultural life was seen in film, music, theatre, architectural design and lifestyles.
The Weimar era also saw significant German advances in science and technology.
Women achieved a new level of freedom in Weimar Germany.

The social changes in Weimar Germany were not welcomed by all Germans. Many opposed
the new expression of freedom and change.

Today, this cultural creativity is the feature most remembered from the Weimar era.

Explain why Weimar Germany became the centre of this unique period of new creative cultural
expression in art, music and cinema.

Explain the meaning of the following terms as they relate to cultural life in Weimar Germany.
i cabaret il expressionism
il modernism iv the Bauhaus movement

conservative might find the art works objectionable.

Identify the main changes to the lives of women in the period of the Weimar Republic.

e Select three examples of the artwork of either Otto Dix or George Grosz and explain why a

4.3

_

GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE 1920S

Stresemann and foreign policy to 1929

After Stresemann ceased to be chancellor in November 1923, he became foreign minister in the new

government, a position he held until his death in 1929. Stresemann had always been a nationalist, but

unlike the extreme nationalists who raged against the injustice and hardship Germany had endured,

he set realistic goals for his foreign policy:

He believed that the way ahead for Germany was not through continued resistance to
Germany’s former enemies, but rather, by coming to terms with them, particularly France.
Since Germany had no military capacity, it was necessary to cooperate with the West,
ending Germany's isolation, and then use the country’s economic potential to negotiate
further changes.

He believed that Germany could recover its place in the world through peaceful negotiation,
and he sought to restore Germany as a great and respected European power. Stresemann was
a diplomat of great skill and ability, and he sought to achieve these goals through careful and
patient diplomacy.

He aimed to end Germany’s diplomatic isolation in world affairs, to undo the injustice of the
Treaty of Versailles and, in the long term, to recover lost German territory in eastern Europe.
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The Locarno Treaty, 1925

Stresemann enjoyed immediate success with the Dawes Plan in 1924, which moderated reparations
and set the foundation for economic recovery. In 1925, sensing that the time was ripe for an
improvement in relations between Germany and its traditional enemy, France, Stresemann proposed
a new understanding with the old enemy. The new French foreign minister, Aristide Briand, was a
genuine supporter of this new relationship, and the result was the Locarno Treaty, signed between
France, Germany, Belgium, Britain and Italy in October 1925. The treaty guaranteed the French—
German and German-Belgian borders, and France, Germany and Belgium renounced the use of
war in the future. Despite protests from right-wing groups who condemned the Locarno Treaty,
Germany lost nothing by signing the treaty.

The Locarno Treaty marked a new beginning in European relations. For the first time since the
war, Germany had been treated as an equal, and there was a new spirit of reconciliation in the air.
The treaty gave the French an added sense of security, but it also added to German security, since he Tecty o Locrno, 1925
France would never again occupy German territory. ‘At Locarno we spoke European,’ said Aristide
Briand. ‘It is a new language that we certainly ought to learn.”

Germany joins the League of Nations

Amid this new spirit of friendship and reconciliation, Germany was admitted as a member of
the League of Nations in 1926. Stresemann also insisted Germany be acknowledged as one of the
major powers and a member of the Council of the League (along with Britain, France, Italy and
Japan). Many Germans were opposed to Germany joining the League, since the organisation had

been formed by the victorious powers who had imposed the Treaty of Versailles on Germany. But
Stresemann believed the League was important, because it gave Germany an added voice in world
affairs and a forum from which Germany could seek to settle other grievances.

TR
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Gustav Stresemann (left) with the British foreign secretary Austen Chamberlain, the French foreign minister
Aristide Briand and Carl von Schubert from the German Foreign Ministry at the Locarno Conference, 1925
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Germany and eastern Europe

Weimar Germany was also seeking to build a better relationship with the Soviet Union, and in
1922, under foreign minister Walther Rathenau, Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Treaty
of Rapallo. At that time both Germany and the Soviet Union were still very much excluded from the
international community, and both nations gained benefits from the treaty. Germany recognised the
Soviet Union as a nation, and was given favourable trade agreements in Russia. A secret part of the
treaty also allowed Germany to train troops in the Soviet Union, and to build aeroplane factories,
and later tank factories as well. This enabled Germany to get around some of the military restrictions
of the Treaty of Versailles.

As foreign minister, Stresemann not only sought to build a better relationship with the West
but also had a set of goals concerning eastern Europe. As a nationalist he wished to see the return of
Danzig and the Polish Corridor, taken from Germany in 1919. He was determined to pursue his goals
realistically and by diplomatic means. Four years later, in 1926, Stresemann negotiated the Treaty of
Berlin with Russia, which reaffirmed the Treaty of Rapallo and provided for neutrality in the event of
an attack on either country by a third party.

The Young Plan

Stresemann’s final foreign policy success came with the Young Plan in 1929. The Young Plan
followed the earlier work of the Dawes Plan, and set out to revise the reparation issue. The Young
Plan reduced the final reparation figure from the original 132000 million marks to 37000 million
marks, with arrangements that it be paid in annual instalments to the year 1988. In fact, the
reparations were cancelled altogether a few years later when the Great Depression began.

An assessment of Gustav Stresemann

Stresemann’s achievements, both as chancellor and as foreign minister, made him one of the most
important figures of the Weimar Republic. His policies began Germany’s economic recovery, and
through his skilful diplomacy he restored the country to a position of equality in Europe and fostered
the genuine spirit of goodwill that characterised the late 1920s. In 1926 he and the French foreign
minister, Aristide Briand, won the Nobel Peace Prize for their contribution to the new spirit of
reconciliation.

When Gustav Stresemann died in 1929 the British Ambassador in Berlin, Lord D’Abernon,
wrote, ‘As one who knew him well through difficult years, who saw him triumph over grave
opposition from without and from within, I hold that Germany has never had a wiser or a more
courageous adviser’.® Not everyone agreed, however, and in the years that followed, the Nazis, who
hated Stresemann’s policy of reconciliation and fulfilment, erased all reference to him.

There is still debate among historians about the role and achievements of Stresemann.

il After World War II most historians saw Stresemann as a ‘good European’, who believed in
European cooperation and reconciliation and worked with other European states to achieve
stability and peace.

i The most recent research, based on Stresemann’s own papers and his diaries, suggests that
Stresemann may not have been an internationalist or a ‘good European’ but that he remained a
nationalist and an opportunist, seeking to achieve through clever diplomacy what mattered for
Germany: the end of the restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles, the adjustment of Germany’s
eastern borders and the revival of Germany as an economic and political force in Europe.

i Stresemann was more a ‘good German’ than a ‘good European’, because he was at heart a
nationalist determined to reassert Germany’s position as a great power. The German historian
Eberhard Kolb in The Weimar Republic (1988) calls Stresemann a ‘calculating realist, nationalist
and power politician ... no different in that respect from other European statesmen of his time’.
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Modern historians do not dispute Stresemann’s importance in Weimar Germany, or that he was
one of the few statesmen of the time. As chancellor, he supported policies that resolved the Ruhr
occupation, ended the hyperinflation and, with initiatives like the Dawes Plan, reduced reparations
and set the foundation for a period of economic recovery. Despite these achievements, some historians
believe that Stresemann’s policies failed to strengthen the Weimar Republic. His policy of reconciliation
and peaceful compromise caused division in the nation; while the economic stability after 1924 was a

consequence of his policies, this economic progress was in reality based on very weak foundations.

THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR REMEMBERS STRESEMANN

Viscount D'Abernon was the British Ambassador to Germany from 1920-1926 and a friend of Gustav
Stresemann. The extract below comes from his published diaries.

Stresemann may claim to have raised Germany from the position of a stricken and disarmed foe into
that of a diplomatic equal, entitled to a full consideration as a great power. To have accomplished this

SOURCE STUDY

in a few years of power without the support of armed force is a feat worthy of those who have written
their name most memorably on the scroll of fame ...

Edgar DAbernon, An Ambassador of Peace: Pages from the Diary of Viscount D'’Abernon,
Watt & Son, London, 1929, p. 290.

1 Explain what the British Ambassador, Viscount D’Abernon, believed was Stresemann’s greatest
achievement.

2 Can we regard the ambassador as an objective (fair) observer of events and personalities in
the 1920s7? Justify your answer

In his own lifetime Stresemann faced hostile critics. Right-wing groups like the German
National People’s Party (DN'VP) and the Nazis believed that Stresemann had given in to the old
enemy by making arrangements like Locarno and joining the League of Nations. Stresemann’s
cautious policy did not please the army or its leader, General von Seeckt, who remained a vocal
opponent of Stresemann and his policies. Many in the army believed that Germany, with its
ally Russia, should take action to resolve the problem of Poland and regain territory that both
countries lost to the new Polish state. Stresemann wanted to revise the eastern border with
Poland, but not through force. After negotiating the Young Plan, Stresemann faced new attacks.
Despite the fact that he had negotiated lower reparations, he came under attack for failing to end
reparations altogether.

Looking back on Weimar

For many years there was a tendency to see the Weimar era merely as a prelude to the Nazi era, but

in more recent times historians have focused more attention on the Weimar era itself, seeing it as a

period of significant political, social and cultural innovation. They have also addressed key questions

about the Weimar Republic:

il Were the republic and German democracy doomed from the start?

- Did the democracy have a chance but collapse in the face of continued challenges, including
the Depression and the Nazi movement?

- If the republic was doomed to fail, was Nazism the inevitable replacement?
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Evaluating the Weimar Republic

Assess the following statement:

By 1928, the year before the onset of the Great Depression, the Weimar Republic had achieved success
and a measure of stability, and the long-term outlook for its continued survival was positive.

The case in favour:

Germany had finally established a
democratic system with a constitution that
guaranteed the basic rights of the German
people.

The government had survived the attacks to
the democratic system by the extreme left
and the extreme right.

The election of 1928 saw a drop in support
for the political parties that opposed the
democracy.

The nation had overcome the challenge of
hyperinflation and established a real level of
economic growth by the mid-1920s.
Significant progress had been achieved in
social welfare measures, with a particular
improvement in conditions for the working
class.

The reparations burden had been reduced
through skilful negotiation and diplomacy.
Germany had been accepted back into the
European community after signing the
Locarno Treaty, and as a member of the
League of Nations.

Germany had become a world centre for
modernism and new forms of creative
cultural life.

Germany had a worldwide reputation for its
excellence in science and learning.

The election of Paul von Hindenburg

as president in 1925 influenced many
conservatives who had previously opposed
the republic to support it now.

The case against:

There were still strong nationalist emotions
about the way Germany had been treated
after World War I. The issue of the Treaty of
Versailles was unresolved.

Heavy dependence on foreign loans that
financed much of the economic growth
meant that the German economy was very
vulnerable to world economic forces.
Democracy survived, but the political system
was still very volatile, with many political
parties, shifting coalitions and six changes of
government in the ‘good years’ of 1924-1928.
The army remained a force with great
influence on the government and the
political system. All Weimar governments
had to consider the position of the military
and its reaction to any government policy.
Although the German economy grew after
1924, Germany’s industrial growth was
slower than that of Britain and France.

By 1927 Germany's industrial growth had
only just met the pre-war level of 1913.
Unemployment also remained relatively high.
The modernism of the time was not
acceptable to all Germans, and many were
alienated by the rate of change in the Weimar
Republic, causing division in German society.
There remained in the German political
system two extremist parties that were both
pledged to overthrow the system — the KPD
on the extreme left and the Nazis on the
extreme right.

Many historians have argued that the Weimar Republic suffered from a number of structural

weaknesses from the start, and that the failure of German democracy was, in a sense, inevitable.

These structural weaknesses include the authoritarian tradition in German history, the lack of a

democratic tradition, weaknesses in the constitutional and party system, the role of privileged groups
and the army, who maintained their influence in the republic, and the fact that, from the start, the
republic suffered setbacks and was unable to gain legitimate acceptance.

Among the historians who have placed great importance on these structural weaknesses are two
of the most respected German scholars, Karl Dietrich Bracher, who wrote The German Dictatorship
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(1978) and Eberhard Kolb, who wrote The Weimar Republic (1988). Although, as we have seen, the
republic overcame early challenges to its survival, fundamental problems remained, even during

the so-called good years from 1924 to 1929. As a result, the republic was vulnerable and therefore
could not survive the final onslaught of the Depression and the Nazis. For want of a better name, this
argument is sometimes called the ‘determinist view’ — that the republic was ‘doomed from the start’.

Other historians accept the structural weaknesses but do not agree that the republic was
doomed from the start, believing there was absolutely nothing inevitable about Hitler and the Nazis
coming to power. Between 1924 and 1929, the Weimar Republic appeared to have overcome its early
problems and enjoyed a measure of stability and economic growth. Historians who have examined
these ‘middle years’ have asked why Germany missed this opportunity to consolidate the republic
and place the democracy on a firmer footing, and why Germany was unable to take measures to
lessen the full impact of the Great Depression after 1929.

These historians believe that, without the Depression, the republic and German democracy
would at least have had a chance. If German democracy had survived, there would have been no
Hitler, and world history would have been very different.

The key to the failure of Weimar may be found in the weakened democracy, the political unrest,
and finally the Depression, which generated economic distress. There is no doubt that the Nazis
gained strength and confidence from the political and economic crises after 1929.

The major democracies, including the United States, Britain and France, which all had a long
experience of democracy, survived the crisis of the Depression with their political system intact.

In Italy, democracy failed with the rise of Benito Mussolini’s fascist government after 1922, and
democracy went on to fail in many central European states where democratic systems had been
established after World War I. German democracy, effectively imposed by the victorious powers as
a requirement for the peace in 1918, could have survived, but in the end the country was burdened
with more political and economic problems than most democracies could ever be expected to
bear. Groups like the Nazis, who opposed the republic, were not genuine opposition groups as in a
true democracy, but were in fact fanatical enemies who refused to accept the state. Because many
Germans had no real attachment to democracy, there was therefore the distinct possibility that an

alternative to the democratic system could emerge. After 1933, the Nazis provided that alternative.

REVIEW OF DETLEV PEUKERT'S THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: THE CRISIS
OF CLASSICAL MODERNITY

The Weimar Republic was the epilogue to one tragedy, the prologue to another ... Born amid
the despair of German defeat in World War I, the new constitutional order was a burst of
righteous anger against an obsolete monarchy and outmoded values and a fervent expression
of faith in a new order. Its failure would be freighted with the terrible burden of having ushered
in the Third Reich.

The period has long been celebrated for its modernism, its restless experimentation in arts
and letters. The abrupt demise of inherited beliefs created a vacuum in which old inhibitions
vanished and forbidden thoughts and feelings surfaced. Meanwhile, so many new economic and
social institutions emerged as to form a virtual laboratory for the coming century.

For Peukert, the Weimar Republic wasn’t an embarrassing disgrace but a brave failure,
crushed beneath the weight of economic crises that would have destroyed even more solid
regimes. ‘Perhaps the miracle of Weimar is that the Republic—despite a never-ending series
of greater and lesser crises ... actually survived as long as it did,” he writes. The hyper-inflation

HISTORIAN STUDY
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and reparations had especially dire effects, he argues, because the Weimar Constitution had
enshrined the welfare state. It granted citizens not only political freedoms but also economic
expectations and social entitlements. The crisis of the welfare state led to the republic’s loss of
political legitimacy.

Peukert shows that the Nazis stepped into the political vacuum of the failed Weimar
experiment, but didn’t bring it about. Demoralized and divided after the crisis-ridden years, the
German people turned to a charismatic Fihrer as their Iast hope. The Nazis’ predecessors had
trampled down all obstacles in the Weimar landscape, paving the way for their triumphant entry.

Ron Chernaw, ‘A Bridge Between Chasms: THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: The Crisis of Classical Modernity,
by Detlev JK Peukert, Los Angeles Times, 24 May 1992.

1 Explain the meaning of the statement ‘The Weimar Republic was the epilogue to one tragedy, the
prologue to another’.
2 Prepare a summary of the main points made in this book review.

The Weimar era stands as a distinct era in German history. It was a time when Germans
embraced a true democracy and then faced the constant challenges of making it work. There were
the ever-present tensions in German society, the political divisions and the powerful impact of
social change. Turbulent economic forces battered the republic at its beginning and towards its
close, and for a brief period the republic was given a glimpse of prosperity and hope. Finally, as
the war years faded, there was the German struggle to regain equality in postwar Europe. By any
measure, the Weimar Republic remains one of the most creative and critical periods of modern
world history.

GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE 1920S

il Germany enjoyed a period of relative economic recovery and political stability between 1924
and 1928.

il The Locarno Treaty, signed in 1925, ended much of the bitterness of the Treaty of Versailles
and allowed Germany to re-enter the European community on an equal footing and gain
membership of the League of Nations.

il As foreign minister, Stresemann also developed a more positive relationship with Russia,
Germany’s former enemy in the east.
il The Young Plan of 1929 was a significant step in reducing the reparations burden for Germany.

il Stresemann’s death in 1929, just weeks before the onset of the Great Depression, was a blow
to the democratic forces in Germany. Historians have speculated as to whether Germany’s
path through the Great Depression may have been different if a man of Stresemann’s skill
had still been in government in the early 1930s.
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0 Place these events in chronological order:

Germany joined the League of Nations
Hindenburg became President of Germany
Stresemann became German foreign minister
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Treaty of Locarno is signed
Treaty of Rapallo is signed
The Young Plan is signed

Q Prepare two lists, with the headings ‘The goals of Gustav Stresemann as foreign minister’ and

‘The achievements of Gustav Stresemann as foreign minister.

To each of the lists, add what you believe to be the relevant historical evidence appropriate to
each heading.

Essay question: To what extent was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? Refer to the work
of at least one historian to support your answer.

HSC-STYLE ESSAY QUESTIONS

1 How successful was Stresemann in dealing with the problems faced by the Weimar Republic in the
years 1924-19297?

2 'Gustav Stresemann was the only prominent political figure to emerge in Germany during the 1920s.
His impact, however, was less prominent.” Do you agree with this assessment?

Endnotes

1 Gustav Stresemann, Vermachtnis, Verlag Ullstein, Berlin, 1932, p. 385.

2 Knut Borchardt, Perspectives on Modern German Economic History and Policy, translated by Peter Lambert, Cambridge
University Press, New York, 1991, p. 179.

3 Viscount Edgar D'Abernon, An Ambassador of Peace, Watt & Son, London, 1929, p. 115.

4 Yehudi Menuhin quoted in Otto Friedrich, Before the Deluge: A Portrait of Berlin in the 1920s, Harper Row, New York,
1972, p. 12

5 Quoted in S King-Hall, Our Own Times, Nicolson & Watson, London, 1938, p. 83.

6 Edgar D'Abernon, An Ambassador of Peace, p. 290.
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THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC 1919-1929

1  Create a graph of the period 1919-1929 using two axes. Place the events below in their correct
positions on the horizontal time line and on the vertical line indicate if the event as either a HIGH
point in the history of Weimar Germany or a LOW point in the history of Weimar Germany.

i Reichstag elections 1928

il The Dawes Plan

il The Kapp Putsch

iv French occupation of the Ruhr

v Introduction of the Rentenmark

vi  The Locarno Treaty

vii Assassination of Walther Rathenau

A
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o
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viii The Spartacist Revolt
ix German hyperinflation
x  Germany joins the League of Nations
xi Paul von Hindenburg elected president
xii  The Young Plan
Explain any pattern you see emerging from the placements.
2 Research the developments in German filmmaking during the Weimar period. Write a movie
review on a film made during this time.
Prepare one side for the debate: ‘'Stresemann was more 3 “good German” than a “good European”.
L Create a mind map about social, political and economic problems in Germany 1918 -1929.
Make sure you include the causes and how they were being dealt with.
5 Prepare a list of arguments both for and against the following statement:
‘By 1928, the year before the onset of the Great Depression, the Weimar Republic had achieved
success and a measure of stability, and the long-term outlook for its continued survival was
positive.’
6 Evaluate the view that from 1924 to 1929 Weimar Germany enjoyed not only a period of

political and economic stability, but also achieved a degree of social reform and creative cultural
expression.
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A soup kitchen in Germany
during the Great Depression,
providing food for the
unemployed and homeless
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Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party

5.1 |
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ADOLF HITLER

5.2

_
THE BEGINNING OF F_
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5.3

_
THE MUNICH BEER HALL
PUTSCH, 1923
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REBUILDING THE PARTY,
1923-1929
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Adolf Hitler, aged 35, pictured
in his cell at Landsberg
prison in 1924.
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KEY WORDS AND TERMS

Social Darwinism

A philosophy, derived from Charles
Darwin’s theory of evolution, which
suggested that the rules of nature, !
where the strong prevail over the weak,
could also apply to human society, and
that superior races would prevail over
inferior races.

National Socialism (or Nazism)

The doctrine and policies of the
National Socialist German Workers’
Party, which ruled Germany from

1933 to 1945. The German name was
National Sozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiter Partei (NSDAP). The term ‘Nazi’
is derived from this.

anti-Semitism
An attitude or action that is anti-Jewish.

Aryan
The term used to describe a race of
people who migrated into northern
and western Europe in earlier times.
According to Nazi thinking, the Nordic
+ peoples of Europe were the basis of the
. so-called Aryan race. pan-Germanism
‘ A nationalist doctrine aiming to unite
all German-speaking peoples under
German rule. The Nazi Party embraced
the idea of pan-Germanism.

demagogue

A person who gains popular support

by appealing to prejudices rather than
. using rational argument.

9780170410106

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party to 1928

1889

1903

1907

1913

1914

1916

APRIL

Adolf Hitler was born in the small town of
Braunau in Austria.

JANUARY
Hitler's father, Alois Hitler, died.

0CTOBER
Hitler failed to gain admission to the Vienna
Academy of Fine Arts.

DECEMBER
Hitler's mother, Klara, died.

Hitler left Austria and moved to Munich in Germany.

AUGUST

The outbreak of World War I. Hitler joined the
German army.

NOVEMBER
Hitler was promoted to private first class.

DECEMBER
Hitler was awarded the Iron Cross Second Class.

0CTOBER
Hitler was wounded and returned to Germany.

AUGUST
Hitler was awarded the Iron Cross First Class.

NOVEMBER
The end of World War |.

SEPTEMBER
Hitler joined the German Workers' Party in Munich.

AUGUST
The Sturmabteilung (SA) was formed.

NOVEMBER

The Nazis attempted to take power in Munich in
the Beer Hall Putsch.

APRIL

Hitler was sentenced to five years' imprisonment.
Hitler began work on Mein Kampf while in prison.

DECEMBER
Hitler left prison after serving eight months of
his sentence.

MARCH
Work began on the rebuilding of the Nazi Party.

MAY

The Reichstag elections were held. The Nazi Party
won only 12 seats.

Nazi Party membership reached 178 000.

TIMELINE
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5.1

e e
ADOLF HITLER

Adolf Hitler’s early life

Adolf Hitler, the dominant political figure in Germany in the twentieth century, was born in the
small Austrian town of Braunau on 20 April 1889. In his book Mein Kampf (My Struggle), published
in 1925, Hitler suggested that his family was poor and that his boyhood was a time of hardship. In
fact, he came from a middle-class family that was comfortably off by the standards of the day. His
father, Alois Hitler, was a customs official with the Austrian civil service, and was well over 50 when
Hitler was born. His mother, Klara, was a former servant girl who became Alois Hitler’s third wife.

The young Hitler had ability but performed poorly at school. He reacted against discipline and
the conformity of school life. “What gave me pleasure I learned, he later wrote, “... what seemed to
me unimportant or was otherwise unattractive to me I sabotaged completely.” One of his teachers
described Hitler as ‘wilful, arrogant, and bad tempered. He had obvious difficulty in fitting in at
school. Moreover he was lazy ... he demanded of his fellow pupils their unqualified subservience,
fancying himself in the role of leader’.?

Hitler had a poor relationship with his stern and inflexible father, who could not accept his son’s
lack of self-discipline or his growing interest in art, architecture and music. When Alois died in
1903, Klara Hitler had very little control over her headstrong son, and in 1905, aged 15, Hitler left
school altogether. Two years later he applied to enter the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts, but his test
drawings were unsatisfactory and his application was rejected. Later that year Hitler suffered another
blow with the death of his mother. He had been devoted to her, and her death from cancer at the age
of 47 affected him deeply. Hitler carried a portrait of her with him for the rest of his life.

In 1908 Hitler moved to Vienna, the capital of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and one of the great
cultural centres of Europe. Here his artistic interests were well served by the cultural life of the city,
with its art galleries, splendid architecture and its great traditions of music and opera. The music of the
composer Richard Wagner, with its heroic themes of German legend, moved him deeply. Once again he
sought admission to the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts, but once again he was rejected.

For a time Hitler had sufficient funds from his inheritance and from an orphan’s pension to
live in furnished rooms, but by 1910, now aged 21, he was almost destitute, and was forced to live
at a shelter for homeless men. Occasionally he
made some money from drawing sketches or
painting scenes of old Vienna, but he refused
to seek a settled job. He remained unemployed
and almost unemployable, and sank into a
lonely, aimless existence. It was a time that
Hitler himself later described as the most
miserable period of his life.

By 1910 Hitler had begun to show an interest
in politics. He spent hours in public libraries
reading on a variety of topics that excited his
interest, and engaged in political discussion and
argument in the working men’s cafes and coffee
houses that he frequented. August Kubizek,

one of the few people who knew Hitler at this
This class photo of Year IV in 1899 shows Hitler as a schoolboy, aged 10 time, wrote that, ‘he was at odds with the world,
years (top row, fourth from left).
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wherever he looked he saw injustice, hate, enmity. Nothing was free from criticism, nothing found
favour in his eyes.?

To a degree, Hitler’s views of the world were shaped during this time. His time in Vienna
confirmed his belief in pan-Germanism, the idea that all Germanic peoples should be united into
a large German state. His belief that struggle was a core feature of life also took shape on the cold

backstreets of Vienna. There was a strong element of anti-Semitism in Viennese society at this time,
and while there is little doubt that Hitler came into contact with anti-Semitic ideas during these early
years, his future virulent hatred of the Jews did not emerge until later in the 1920s.

THE YOUNG HITLER

SOURCE A: Descriptions of the young Hitler by the historian Konrad Heiden

He wore an ancient black overcoat which had been given to him by an old-clothes dealer in the hostel,
a Hungarian Jew named Neumann, and which reached down over his knees. From under a greasy black
derby hat, his hair hung long over his coat collar. His thin and hungry face was covered with a black
beard above which his large staring eyes were the one prominent feature ... over and over again there
were days on which he simply refused to work. Then he would hang around night shelters, living on the
bread and soup he got there and discussing politics, often getting involved in heated controversies.

Konrad Heiden, Der Fihrer, Houghton Mifflin Boston, 1944, pp. 61—-62.

SOURCE B: Descriptions of the young Hitler by his friend August Kubizek

In his countenance the eyes were so outstanding that one didn’t notice anything else. Never in my life
have | seen any other person whose appearance was so completely dominated by the eyes ... he spoke
with his eyes and even when his lips were silent one knew what he wanted to say. When he first came to
our house and | introduced him to my mother she said to me in the evening ‘What eyes your friend has!’
And | remember quite distinctly that there was more fear than admiration in her word.

SOURCE STUDY

August Kubizek, The Young Hitler | Knew, Popper, Landon, 1954, p. 18.

SOURCE C: From the historian Volker Ullrich

Hitler seems to have shared some of the anti-Semitic prejudices and clichés that abounded in German
nationalist circles, but he was a long way from being a paranoid Jew-hatred that would become the
centrepiece of his political activity ... Hitler was anything but a finished product by the end of his Vienna
years. He would have to have further dramatic life-changing experiences before he became an obsessive
anti-Semitic demagogue lecturing in Munich’s beer halls.

Volker Ullrich, Hitler: Ascent 1889-1939, Alfred A Knopf, New York, 2016, p. 45.

QUESTIONS

1 Give a short quote from Source B that supports a claim in Source A.

2 With specific reference to at least one source, what was the young Hitler’s situation during this time
in Vienna before World War 17

3 What does Source C suggest about Hitler's anti-Semitism?
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Hitler as artist

A watercolour by Hitler of the courtyard in the Old Residency in Munich, painted just before the outbreak of

war in 1914. Hitler displayed some ability as an architectural painter, but had trouble drawing the human figure.

In 1913 Hitler left Vienna and moved across the border to Munich, the capital of the German
state of Bavaria. He was living in Munich in 1914 when World War I broke out, and, although not
a German citizen, he sought permission to join the German army. His request was granted and in
August 1914 he became a member of the 16th Bavarian Reserve Infantry Regiment. ‘T was carried
away by enthusiasm,’” Hitler later wrote. ‘T sank down upon my knees and thanked Heaven out of the
fullness of my heart for having been permitted to live in such a time.*
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A crowd in the Odeonsplatz in Munich cheering the declaration of war on 2 August 1914. A young Hitler, then
totally unknown, is part of the crowd.
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Hitler the soldier

Hitler served in the German army throughout all of World War I. Although he may have later
exaggerated his wartime experiences, there seems little doubt that he was a loyal and conscientious
soldier. Hitler’s unit first saw battle in October 1914 during the First Battle of Ypres in Flanders
(Belgium), where his regiment suffered heavy losses. The following month he was promoted to
private first class and appointed a dispatch runner, responsible for taking orders from the regimental
headquarters up to the frontline. He never complained about the hardship or conditions and never
sought leave. He displayed courage under fire and in December 1914 was awarded the Iron Cross
Second Class. It was, he wrote in a letter, ‘the happiest day of my life ... of course almost all of my
comrades who deserved one too are dead’.

In October 1916 he was wounded when a shell exploded near the dispatch runners’ trench, and
had to return to Germany for medical treatment, but he was keen to get back to the front and was
back in the fighting line by March 1917. Hitler identified with the German army and it provided
support and security he had never known. Amid the death, hardship and suffering of the trenches
he had found a home. ‘The war, he later wrote, was ‘the greatest and most unforgettable time of

my life. Hifler and World War |

HITLER THE SOLDIER
SOURCE A

Hitler was a committed soldier and did not lack physical courage. His immediate comrades, mainly a
group of dispatch runners, respected him and it seems even quite liked him, though he could plainly
irritate as well as puzzle them ... They referred to him as ‘the artist’ and were struck by the fact that he
received no mail or parcels (even at Christmas), never spoke of family or friends, neither smoked nor
drank, and used to sit for hours in a corner of the dug-out, brooding or reading. His only real affection
seems to have been his dog Foxl|, a white terrier that had strayed across from enemy lines. During
World War Two his Alsatian Blondi would again offer him the nearest thing he could find for friendship
... About the war itself Hitler was utterly fanatical. His comrades knew that they could always provoke
Hitler with defeatist comments. All they had to do was claim the war was lost and Hitler would go off
the deep end.

SOURCE STUDY

lan Kershaw, Hitler, 1889-1936: Hubris, Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, Landon, 1998, pp. 92-93.

SOURCE B

Hitler felt more comfortable in the exclusively male world of the regiment than in civilian society and
his experiences of war would determine his views on military hierarchies and greatly influence the
organizational structure of the NSDAP (Nazi Party) ... (it was) a life governed by discipline and order.
He seems not to have had much difficulty integrating into the system of command and obedience.
Hitler behaved obediently even subserviently towards his superiors. He took no part in the crude
amusements and coarse jokes of his comrades, and he remained an outsider among them. In the
photographs that survive of this period, he appears on the margins, an extremely thin figure with a
fixed almost stony stare. When he does put his arm around one of his comrades, the gesture feels
artificial and alien.

Volker Ullrich, Hitler, Ascent 18891939, Alfred A Knopf, New York, 2016. p. 62.
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Hitler (on right) and his dog FoxI with wartime comrades at the Western Front
in 1916

1 What are some of the benefits of using secondary sources written by historians?

2 Why would Source A be useful to a historian studying Hitler’s service in World War 17 In your answer,
consider the nature of the source and the information it provides.

What is Ullrich’s main argument in Source B?
4 What aspects of Hitler’s life on the front are identified in both Source A and Source B?

Does Source C support or contradict evidence in Source B?
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Hitler’s regiment took part in the great Ludendorff offensive of March 1918. Although Hitler
himself emerged unscathed, almost half of his regiment were either killed or wounded. In August
that year, as the war moved into its final months, he was awarded the Iron Cross First Class ‘for
personal bravery and general merit’, a rare honour for a corporal. Years later, when he was supreme
master of Germany, his Iron Cross was the only military decoration he ever wore.

Hitler’s war ended in October 1918 when he was caught in a mustard gas attack and partially
blinded. Taken back to Germany to recover, it was in a hospital in Germany that he heard the news
of the armistice and that the war was over. Like so many other brave soldiers, the shock of Germany’s
defeat had a profound impact on Hitler, and like many others he fervently believed that Germany had
been betrayed. ‘Everything went black before my eyes, he later wrote, ‘as I staggered back to my ward
and buried my aching head between the blankets and the pillow ... during these nights my hatred
increased, hatred for the originators of this dastardly crime.” According to Hitler’s own testimony, it
was at this point that he decided to become a politician.

ADOLF HITLER - HIS EARLY LIFE

i Hitler was born in Braunau, Austria, in 1889.
i He disliked school and the discipline of work and rebelled against authority.

i He wished to become an artist, but failed to gain entry to art school and instead drifted
into a lonely and aimless existence in Vienna from 1907 to 1913.

i Hitler moved to Germany in 1913 and joined the German army at the outbreak of war in
August 1914.

I Throughout World War I Hitler served bravely on the Western Front. He was wounded
twice and decorated twice.

i Germany’s collapse in November 1918 affected him deeply. Like many Germans, he
believed in the idea of ‘the stab in the back’, that Germany had been betrayed.

0 Explain the meaning of the following terms.
i pan-Germanism
it anti-Semitism
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e Hitler later claimed that World War | was ‘the greatest and most unforgettable time of my life".

Prepare an extended paragraph in which you recount:
i what Hitler did during World War |
il how the war and its aftermath helped move Hitler into politics.
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THE BEGINNING OF THE NAZI PARTY

The German Workers’ Party

After the war, Hitler returned to Munich, one of hundreds of thousands of former soldiers
disillusioned by Germany’s surrender and facing an uncertain future in a country unsettled by
revolution. He was luckier than many (indeed, luck often seemed to be on Hitler’s side in his rise
to power) and was made a political officer for the army. It was the first steady job he had ever had.
One of his duties was to report to the army command in Bavaria on the small political parties that
flourished in the state.

It was in this capacity that he attended a meeting of a small political group called the German
Workers’ Party in September 1919. This obscure group had been founded earlier that year by a
Bavarian toolmaker, Anton Drexler. It had a confused political program and only 40 members when
Hitler attended this meeting in a back room of the
Sternecker Brewery in Munich. On that particular
evening the group was discussing the issue of
Bavaria breaking away from the rest of Germany.
With his deeply felt sense of nationalism, Hitler was
vigorously opposed to the proposal. He was stirred
to speak, and he made such an impact that a few
days later Drexler invited him to join the party.

Hitler became party member no. 555. To
give the impression that the party had a larger
membership, its membership numbering began
at 500. “The party had no offices, no employees,
no printed letterhead and not even a rubber
stamp to its name. Its entire property consisted
of an old briefcase in which the members kept
correspondence and a battered cigar box containing
the party’s funds, a little over seven marks.® But
Hitler had found what he had been looking for — a
small political party that could become a forum
for his own ideas and that he could shape. ‘Only in
a party which, like himself was beginning at the
bottom had he any prospect of playing a leading
part and imposing his ideas,” wrote the British
historian Alan Bullock. ‘In the established parties
there was no room for him, he would be a nobody.”

Hitler was put in charge of publicity and
propaganda, and from 1919 he devoted all his
energies to the party and sought to broaden its base
and its appeal. In October 1919 he delivered his

Hitler's style as an orator was the result of practice. This is one of a
series of photos taken in the 1920s by Hitler’s photographer, Heinrich
Hoffman. Hitler worked on the techniques of movement and facial

expression.

first speech to a large audience; it was the first time
the party had succeeded in attracting more than
100 people to a meeting. A few months later more
than 2000 people crammed into the Hofbrauhaus, a
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Munich beer hall, to hear this new voice. His speeches picked up on familiar themes: the humiliation
of the Treaty of Versailles, the need for Germany to recover its inner strength, attacks on the
democratic government and his public references to the Jews. Hitler’s anti-Semitism had now taken
form. He blamed the Jews for the German military defeat and for the revolution that followed. “We
refuse to tolerate our destiny being ruled by a foreign race,” he told a political meeting in January 1920,
‘we demand a stop to Jewish immigration’!® Through the force of his personality, his organisational
skills and his brilliant capacity as an orator, Hitler quickly became the dominant figure in the party.

He understood the power of the spoken word and knew how to arouse the emotions of his audience.

HITLER THE PUBLIC SPEAKER: AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT IN 1923

| studied this slight pale man, his dark brown hair parted on one side and falling again and again over
his sweating brow. Threatening and beseeching, with small pleading hands and flaming steel-blue eyes,
he had the look of the fanatic. Presently my critical faculty was swept away ... | do not know how to
describe the emotions that swept over me as | heard this man. His words were like a scourge. When he
spoke of the disgrace of Germany, | felt ready to spring on any enemy. | forgot everything but the man,
then glancing around | saw that his magnetism was holding these thousands as one.

Of course | was ripe for this experience. | was a man of thirty-two, weary of disgust and
disillusionment, a wanderer seeking a cause, a patriot without a channel for his patriotism, a yearner
after the heroic without a hero. The intense will of the man, the passion of his sincerity seemed to flow
from him into me. | experienced an exaltation that could be likened only to religious conversion.

Kurt Luedecke, I Knew Hitler, Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 1937, p. 22.

SOURCE STUDY

1 Explain what made the author of this extract so supportive of Hitler when he heard him speak.

2 Which of the following can be identified in the extract?

Anti-Semitism Contempt for liberal democracy
Anti-communism Opposition to the Treaty of Versailles
Extreme nationalism Pan-Germanism

In February 1920, within a year of Hitler joining the
German Workers’ Party, the party changed its name to
become the National Socialist German Workers’ Party
(National Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter Partei, NSDAP),
or Nazi for short. To give the party a distinct identity it
developed its own set of symbols and emblems, including
the swastika, the party colours of black, red and white, and a
distinctive party salute. The party also attracted increasing
financial support and it was able to establish its own
newspaper, the Volkischer Beobachter.

The 25 Points

As the Nazi movement took shape it wanted to project itself

as a party with a clear purpose or political program. In
February 1920 the party published its 25 Point Program, a A Nazi Party membership badge with the distinctive
wide-ranging statement of what the Nazis stood for. swastika symbol
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SUMMARY OF THE 25 POINT PROGRAM OF THE NATIONAL

SOCIALIST GERMAN WORKERS' PARTY

We demand the unification of all Germans in the Greater Germany.

SOURCE STUDY

10.

n.
12.
13.
4.
15.
16
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24,

We demand equality of rights for the German people in respect to the other nations; abrogation
(cancellation) of the peace Treaty of Versailles.

We demand land and territory to provide food and living space for our people.

Only a member of the race can be a citizen. A member of the race can only be one who is of German
blood. No Jew can be a member of the nation.

Whoever has no citizenship is to be able to live in Germany only as a guest.
Only German citizens have the right to vote and to hold public positions.

We demand that the state be charged first with providing the opportunity for a livelihood and
way of life for the citizens. If it is impossible to sustain the total population of the state, then the
members of foreign nations (non-citizens) are to be expelled from Germany.

The immigration of non-Germans is to be prevented. We demand that all non-Germans, who have
immigrated to Germany since 2 August 1914, be forced immediately to leave.

All citizens of the nation must have equal rights and obligations.

The Ffirst obligation of every citizen must be to work both spiritually and physically. Citizens work for
the benefit of the nation.

We demand the abolition of unearned (work and labour) incomes.

We demand the total confiscation of all war profits.

We demand the nationalisation of all industries.

We demand a division of profits of all industries.

We demand an expansion on a large scale of old age welfare.

We demand the creation of a healthy middle class and its conservation.

We demand a land reform suitable to our needs ... abolition of taxes on land and prevention of all
speculation in land.

We demand struggle without consideration against those whose activity is injurious to the
general interest.

We demand substitution of a German common law in place of the Roman Law.

The state is to be responsible for a fundamental reconstruction of our whole national education
program, to enable every capable and industrious German to obtain higher education.

The state is to care for the elevating national health by protecting the mother and child, by the
encouragement of physical fitness, ... by the utmost support of all organisations concerned with the
physical instruction of the young.

We demand the formation of a national army.

We demand the creation of a German national press. All writers and employees of the newspapers
appearing in the German language be members of the race.

We demand freedom of religion for all religious denominations within the state ... The Party
supports a positive Christianity. It combats the Jewish-materialistic spirit within and around us.
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25. We demand the formation of a strong central power in the Reich. Unlimited authority of the central
parliament over the whole Reich and its organisations in general. The leaders of the Party promise,
if necessary by sacrificing their own lives, to support by the execution of the points set forth above
without consideration.

" QUESTIONS

1 Beside each clause of the 25 Point Program, identify whether the clause is nationalist, socialist
and/or racist.

2 Prepare a list of groups in German society who would find something attractive in the ideas
expressed in the 25 Points.

3 Using the source and your own knowledge, write an extended paragraph on the ideology of the
NSDAP in the early 1920s.

By 1923, having been in existence for only a few years, National Socialism had emerged as a
political movement in the form of the Nazi Party. Largely due to Hitler’s drive and determination, the
Nazi Party had more than 70000 members and was a significant political force in Bavarian politics. 25 Point Program
Included in this membership were the 15000 members of the Sturmabteilung, or SA.

The stormtroopers (Sturmabteilung])

A feature of German political life in the 1920s and ea