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A visually engaging spread-based design, with each
chapter featuring images, illustrations, infographics and
source materials to engage and captivate all learners.
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worksheets, solutions, teaching strategies, instructional
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their learning.
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How to use this book

Student resources

Pearson Humanities Victoria 10 uses subtle learning strategies to introduce,
reinforce, differentiate, deepen and accelerate learning for Year 10 students.
The student resources provide a comprehensive coverage of the Victorian
Curriculum for humanities and are fully supported by an innovative

digital offering. Elective chapters are available in print, digital or through
customisation, and all the content chapters are fully supported by Lightbook
Starter and Student Reader+ resources. Students are set for success with this
complete solution for humanities learning!

Be set

The chapter opening page sets the context for
the chapter by engaging students through ideas
that get them thinking about the content and
concepts to come. The key vocabulary for each
chapter is presented in the chapter glossary,
which helps students to prepare for discipline-
specific terminology. The stunning chapter-opening
imagery and overview questions help to frame
students’ thinking about the chapter before they
begin.

Civics and
citizenship toolkit 1 O
-

108

In studying civic
will come to under

ip, you

‘You will also investigate the role that
the political and legal system play in
protecting our rights and shaping our world?
society. Once you turn 18, you'll have
the chance to vote. This means having
your say in electing representatives
‘and members of parliament. Citizens
of Australia can vote in local, state
and federal elections. It's therefore
derstand Aust

democratic processes and how the

of. ‘This chapter will help
develop the skills you need to compare
‘and contrast our political system with
those used by Ttwil
also help you identify the tools you
need to critically analyse local, national
and international real-world issues,

and evaluate Australia’s domestic and
international obligations.
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Be engaged

The spectacular photos, illustrations, maps,
timelines and infographics are relevant

and purposefully selected to build students’
understanding of the text. A dedicated series
literacy consultant, Dr Trish Weekes, has helped to
craft the content so that it is accessible and contains
enhanced scaffolding and explanation for students.
The content’s design is also geared towards
improving readability and navigation of the text,
and the maps comprise inset locator maps to aid
students’ understanding of physical geography.
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Be Sl(i I |e d 7] Constructing a historical ar t

‘What is a historical
a

Each skills builder outlines a subject-specific

method or technique for students to master; they

are instructive and self-contained, and step students
through key skills to prepare and build student fluency
and application. Toolkit chapters for each discipline
cover key concepts and skills from the Victorian
Curriculum and are tailored for Level 10. There are also
additional graphic organisers and useful templates
available for students via the Student Reader+.

80 et et sttt tesisesissesssssscenssnssssnssnssssssnnssssnsse

g the question

ASE STUD

B R —

The Bay of Fundy, Canada
Be extended

Location
The case study units relate to a specific event
or location, and are written to extend students’
knowledge and understanding. The spotlight boxes
focus their attention on a place, an issue or a concept
relating to the unit; they are designed to develop
students’ knowledge and understanding of the ideas
and processes that are central to the Level 10 study of
the humanities. The in the field units in the geography
section provide a step-by-step guide to undertaking
and evaluating fieldwork; they have been written
as a guide and are not tied to a specific location, so
they can be used with fieldwork studies the class is
undertaking.

D R R )

Human impacts

Impacts of tourism

Be progressed

The student book activities reinforce key
understandings and extend students beyond the text
by involving them in a variety of learning experiences;
they are crafted using Bloom’s taxonomy to cater for
the full range of learning abilities to move learners
towards what they are expected to know and to

help them consolidate that knowledge. Many of the
activities are based on the stimulus material presented
in the chapters, to facilitate the development of the
skills.

Government protection for Anti-discrimination laws Equal Act 2010 (Vic)
employees

a5 bave b psd.

laws passed
since 1975, providing improved
protection over time

Victoria’
laws

3
o ofworkers and help rehabiltats workers

Direct and indirect discrimination Applying and analysing

henapeson s eued nfsily becauseof  ersonal euampi of sach
.

There are handy icons in the student book to indicate
the best time for students to engage with the
corresponding Lightbook Starter assessment module.
These formative assessment modules link back to overview
questions at the start of the chapter.

Sessssssnssssacnnns
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Lightbook Starter

The Lightbook Starter is a cutting-edge formative and summative
assessment platform, containing complementary sets of questions for
reviewing the student book’s units and chapters. These digital questions
serve as an alternative or additional assessment opportunity for students
who enjoy the benefits of instant feedback, hints and auto-correction.

Students and teachers can enjoy the visibility of learning through a
progress tracker that shows each student’'s achievement against selected
curriculum learning outcomes.

Pearson

Lightbook

Starter
Formative assessment.

Check readiness.
Track progress.

Be ready Be in control

The Lightbook Starter enables teachers and students
to use a digital assessment tool as an alternative or

The before you begin section includes useful
addition to the questions in the student book. The

: preparatory material and questions to activate the
: prior knowledge of students and to establish their
Lightbook Starter’s structure mirrors the overview

. questions on each chapter opening of the student
book so that it provides a fully integrated approach
. to digital assessment and feedback.

knowledge baselines. In addition, the expected
learning outcomes present the key knowledge of the
chapter in a student-friendly manner.

Be assessed

. . . ) _ Be reflective
A variety of interactive question types with

hints and solutions help students to check their
understanding of what they are learning; these tools
provide scaffolding and guidance to students so that
they can confidently attempt review questions in
class or at home. The module reviews are useful as a

An integrated set of reflection questions support
E reViSiOn device tO help Students Identlfy their areas Of E ................................................................

: students in considering their progress and future areas
. for focus. Students are frequently prompted to reflect
: on what they've learnt, and how they've worked.

weakness or as a formative assessment to inform Be tracked
teachers in their lesson planning. The Lightbook
Starter can also be used by students to check their
understanding throughout the chapter; students
benefit from the Lightbook Starter's auto-corrected
responses that re-teach key concepts and provide
them with instant feedback.

¢ Students can enjoy seeing progress through the

: learning outcomes that are updated instantly in the
: progress tracker; the progress tracker teacher

: dashboard shows where the learners are in their

: learning and is mapped to Victorian Curriculum

: content descriptors.

_ PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 10



Teacher Reader+

The Teacher Reader+ makes lesson preparation easy by combining
additional teaching strategies and ideas for class activities along
with differentiation and EAL/D support. Suggested solutions are also
included, as well as all the answers to the student book activities.

: Be prepared

. The chapter resource summary for each chapter
provides an easy reference point and overview for
teachers; there are also categorised activity references
for each student book unit to help make tailored :
lesson planning easier. Full answers, including
suggested alternative solutions, to all the activities are :
: also supplied. Further, each unit's learning objectives :
are clearly stated. :

ecee

Be differentiated

The differentiated rich task worksheets help learners
to increase their fluency in using specific skills and to :
- demonstrate their understanding of key concepts. The
rich tasks are differentiated along three complexity

levels to support different entry points for students.
There is an accompanying rubric for each task that
teachers can give students upfront to explicitly define

: their goals.

Student Reader+

Reader+ is our next generation eBook. Students can read, take notes,

save bookmarks and more—anywhere, anytime.

: Be equipped _
. Integrated resources and interactive activities enhance
. and extend the learning experience, helping to engage :
: students, and give them choice and flexibility in their
: learning. :

: Be supported :
: The teacher guide offers a range of ideas to
introduce students to each new topic, as well as 3

to spark and activate their prior knowledge in the
subject area. There are skills continuum rubrics also

. available for each separate discipline. Further, students
: can be encouraged to track their progression on the

: continuum throughout their learning.

Be report-ready

Students’ understanding can be tested by using the
ready-made Lightbook Starter chapter assessment.
This summative assessment can be assigned by
teachers; alternatively, teachers can use the printable :
and editable chapter test format available via the
Teacher Reader+.
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History toolkit

The history of the modern world, and
Australia’s place within it, has been
recorded by different people in different
ways. Historians must analyse and
evaluate the many sources of evidence
to construct an accurate account of what
occurred. However, these accounts are
always open to interpretation. Historical
evidence can change as new information
comes to light. The twentieth century

1s an excellent case study in analysing
and evaluating evidence, as it involved a
clash between competing ideologies and
worldviews.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

1A What do historical sources of evidence
say about the making of the modern
world?

1B How do historians interpret contested
events?

1C How do you construct a strong
historical argument?

EXX1 The making of a modern icon, the Sydney Harbour Bridge

GLOSSARY

analyse to break down into parts and to study the
interrelationships of those parts

contention a key argument or position, expressed
concisely

contested the subject of debate or controversy

corroboration confirming information in a source
by finding supporting evidence elsewhere

ephemera items intended to be used for a short
time only

evaluate to judge the accuracy or reliability of
a source

graphic organiser visual display demonstrating
relationships, concepts or ideas

historical evidence primary or secondary sources
used to interpret the past

historical interpretations views of people after the
period of study, usually found in secondary sources

historical perspectives views of people in the
period of study, usually found in primary sources

imperialist tendencies attempts to gain control
over other countires

monopolistic capital dominance based on
commercial power

national integrity control of or protection of
one’s nation

nuanced argument an argument that
acknowledges complexity or contradiction

totalitarian regimes governments that seek to
control all aspects of their citizens’ lives

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT



What is historical evidence?

There are many historical sources: documents, buildings,
artwork, even ephemera such as train tickets. These sources
provide information about the past. However, sources only
become historical evidence when they are used by someone,
usually a historian, to interpret the past. One source might be
used as evidence of more than one thing. For example:

Letters from the Great Depression are donated to
a library

One letter details the experience of living on the
'susso' (sustenance payments)

One historian uses the letter as evidence of
Australia's welfare state, while another uses it as
evidence of social impacts of the Depression

The remaining letters are not used as evidence by
anyone and remain simply ‘sources'

- Author: United Nations
. General Assembly (drafted

Examining sources with
‘ADAMANT’

In order to examine a source thoroughly, it is useful to

follow a series of steps. Ideally, you should go through

the same set of steps with each source you examine. The

steps should allow you to extract as much as you can out

of the source. The ADAMANT method addresses the key

components of a source:

> Author/creator: Who created the source? Were they
attached to a particular institution or group?

> Date: When was the source produced? What was the
context? Were there any events that might have shaped
the subject matter?

» Audience: For whom was the source originally created?

\

Message: What view or information is presented?

» Agenda: What might have been the author’s motivation
for creating the source? Does the source express a
particular point of view?

» Nature: What type of source is it? (For example,
diary, news report, declaration, speech, survey results,
photograph, cartoon)

» Techniques: How does the author communicate their
message? Do they use imagery, symbols, expressive
language? If so, why?

See how the ADAMANT method helps to illuminate a key

primary source from the twentieth century—the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

: Agenda: To strengthen
. protections after the 1945

THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION

[E®] The ADAMANT method applied
to the Universal Declaration of Human

. by committee, chaired by

or Human R_lghts

. United Nations Charter, an

: B R i 4‘*“:::'45:‘_:::“:_1 4._"-4‘._——'—:,——_4-—.._-45. b : " I "
eanor Rooseve ) R et et o e i s e e e et < International agreement to

............................. ..__.,.-u-n::‘_::'a:..,....q "_"-'_"‘_"""-"_':l:.' 1 uphold human rlghtS, falled
et e emrlaa ] q ana g

............................. o otk s * to prevent Nazi atrocities in

- Date: 1948, 3 years after
- the end of World War ||

. Audience: All people
. everywhere

: Message: Everyone is

. entitled to basic human

. rights no matter where they
. live or who they are (30

* articles state specific rights) -

Rights, 10 December 1948

2
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UNITED NATIONS |

* World War Il

. Techniques: The

. declaration uses formal,

* respectful language.

- Example: ‘All human beings
. are born free and equal in

. dignity and rights. They are
- endowed with reason and

: conscience and should

. act towards one another

. in a spirit of brotherhood.’

. (Article 1)



Did you know?

Eleanor Roosevelt—diplomat, activist
and First Lady of the United States—
was a driving force in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. She
chaired the committee that drafted
the declaration. Members of the
committee hailed from countries
such as France, Canada, China and
Lebanon.

The declaration was adopted
unanimously by the United

Nations; however, several countries
abstained, meaning they decided
not to vote on the declaration. These
were the Belorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Czechoslovakia, Poland,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, the Soviet
Union, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic and Yugoslavia.

FE®] Eleanor Roosevelt and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
Spanish text Eleanor Roosevelt and her husband,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the 32nd
President of the United States, were
prominent political figures of the
twentieth century.

Remembering and understanding
1 a Explain the difference between a
historical source and historical evidence.

b Name three of your own examples of
using a source as evidence.

FE®E] Depression-era breadline statue, Franklin Delano 2 What was the aim of the Universal
Roosevelt Presidential Memorial Declaration of Human Rights?
Applying and analysing

3 Apply the ADAMANT method to a historical
photograph that appears in this book. What
does the method reveal about the source?

Evaluating and creating

4 Identify the benefits of using the ADAMANT
method to examine sources.

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT -



Corroboration

After examining a source in depth, you should then
evaluate it to decide how useful it is. A key part of this

is corroboration. Corroboration means finding other
sources that verify the information in your source. Using
corroborated sources strengthens your conclusions,
allowing you to make a sound historical argument.

Historians must evaluate a range of sources of
evidence before coming to a conclusion.

A simple way to corroborate sources is to create a Venn
diagram, like the one below, about the sources you have
examined.

____. Red = Weak evidence
: (found in a
single source)

-4 Amber = Fair evidence
(found in
two sources)

\‘. Green = Strong evidence
(found in
three sources)

E®X] The corroboration method

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 10

Reliability

After corroboration, historians come to a judgement about
how reliable a source is. Some sources by their nature are
more reliable as sources of evidence than others.

One example is the television footage of former Prime
Minister Gough Whitlam on the steps of Parliament House
on 11 November 1975, after he was removed from office
(dismissed) by the Governor General, Sir John Kerr. It would
be hard to argue that Whitlam did not say his famous line,
‘Well may we say God save the Queen because nothing will
save the Governor General.’ The footage and the many
witnesses confirm that he said it. However, we must take
care to verify all sources of information, particularly now
that ‘bogus’ or ‘front’ websites and image manipulation are
common occurrences online.

3

F®X] On 11 November 1975 from the steps of Parliament
House, the Governor General’s secretary David Smith read a
proclamation that dissolved both houses of parliament. He
finished by saying ‘God save the Queen.’ Dismissed Prime
Minister Gough Whitlam followed the announcement with
his famous speech, ‘Well may we say God save the Queen
because nothing will save the Governor General.’



Did you know?

Historian Sam Wineburg and his colleagues

at Stanford University are so concerned about
misleading sources of information online that they
do extensive studies on how students assess the
accuracy of websites. One of their techniques is to
provide students with a website that looks official
and objective, but which is in fact a front for a
political organisation. They rate how well students
check the ‘About’ pages and corroborate information
with other sources. One of their findings is that
students have difficulty distinguishing between
subtle advertising and news items.

Scandinavian historians Olden-Jgrgensen and
Thurén have developed guidelines on judging the
reliability of sources.

E®¥] Students should examine online sources critically.

Human relics such as The closer a source is to the Strong indications of the
fingerprints are more credible event it describes, the more originality of a source increase
sources than narratives reliable it is its reliability

An eyewitness is more reliable
than second-hand testimony

If a number of independent
sources contain the same
message, the credibility is high

Sources with low tendencies
towards bias are more reliable

Sources where the creator has
no direct interest in a particular

outcome/agenda are more reliable

Did you know?

There are a number of approaches or ‘schools of

thought’ among historians. For example:

¢ cultural history tends to use artistic and popular-
culture sources

¢ Marxist history often examines economic and
political inequality

¢ revisionist history tends to challenge traditional
accounts of history

¢ liberal history focuses on individual freedoms in
the past

¢ ‘big history’ uses data to draw broad conclusions
about life on earth

¢ ‘counterfactual’ history asks ‘what if it happened
differently?’

¢ feminist history evaluates the role of women in
the past.

E®X] Source reliability as determined
by Olden-Jargensen and Thurén

Remembering and understanding

1 Define corroboration and explain why
historians need to practise it. Explain the
dangers of not corroborating sources.

Applying and analysing

2 Compare and contrast the corroboration
method with the Olden-Jgrgensen and
Thurén methods of assessing reliability.

What are the similarities and differences
between the two?

Evaluating and creating

3 Assess how the historical method of
evaluating and corroborating sources
could assist in combating the spread of
‘fake news’ and bogus websites.
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Contrasting perspectives

Historians often have to deal with contradictory evidence.
Not everyone in the past had the same opinion about what
was happening. Many events were contested at the time and
continue to be contested today.

Historical perspectives are the views of people from the past
about what was happening at the time. They are generally
found in primary sources. Sometimes, two primary sources
will present conflicting views about an event, but both can

be substantiated with evidence. In other words, both are
reasonably reliable but express very different opinions. How
does a historian decide which one is more convincing?

Two sources on the Cold War between the United States and
the Soviet Union after World War II provide a good example.

US Perspective

We shall not realize our objectives ... unless we are willing

to help free peoples to maintain their free institutions and
their national integrity against aggressive movements that
seek to impose upon them totalitarian regimes...The free
peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms.

FEX] Speech by President Harry Truman, 1947

Soviet Union Perspective

The foreign policy of the United States, which reflects the
imperialist tendencies of American monopolistic capital,
is characterized in the postwar period by a striving for world
supremacy. This is the real meaning of the many statements
by President Truman and other representatives...; that the
United States has the right to lead the world.

FEF] Telegram to Soviet leadership from Nikolai Novikov,
Soviet ambassador to the US, September 1946
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GLOSSARY

imperialist tendencies attempts to control other
countries

monopolistic capital dominance based on
commercial power

national integrity control of or protection of one’s
nation

totalitarian regime a government that control all
aspects of daily life

FEE] Glossary for US/Soviet perspectives

After researching the topic in depth, a student-historian
might handle the contradictory accounts like this:

7
President Truman’s view that ‘the free peoples of the world
look to [the US] for support in maintaining their freedoms’
was contested by Nikolai Novikov, the Soviet ambassador,
who interpreted the US approach as ‘a striving for world
supremacy’ on account of its ‘imperialist tendencies.” Such
accounts highlight the stark ideological and political
differences between the US and Soviet Union during the
Cold War. Evidence supporting the US perspective is [X]

... while evidence supporting the Soviet perspective is ... [Y].

\Ultimately, it is clear that ... [Z].

/

\

Note how the student considers evidence from each perspective
[X and Y] before reaching her own conclusion [Z].

Contrasting interpretations

Historical interpretations are opinions expressed about
an event, usually a good time afterwards. Interpretations are
generally found in secondary sources.

FEX] Sample student analysis

As with historical perspectives, interpretations may conflict
with each other. It can be difficult to decide which one

is more convincing. Historians’ debates about the 1915
Gallipoli campaign, in which the Anzacs attempted to seize
the Turkish Dardanelles Strait on behalf of the Allies in
World War I, provide a good example.



The Gallipoli campaign was the beginning of true Australian
nationhood. When Australia went to war in 1914, many

white Australians believed that their Commonwealth had no After researching the topic in depth, the student-historian

history, that it was not yet a true nation, that its most glorious might approach the different interpretations like this:
days still lay ahead of it. In this sense the Gallipoli campaign
was a defining moment for Australia as a new nation. e N

Marilyn Lake challenges the traditional view, as put by
Frank Bongiorno, that the Australian nation was forged
from the Gallipoli experience. Lake points to ways in
which ‘national ideals’ existed well before World War I.
Evidence supporting Lake’s interpretation is ... [X].
Evidence supporting Bongiorno’s interpretation is ... [Y].
Having considered a range of primary source evidence
and interpretations, it is clear that ... [Z].

\

FEX] Frank Bongiorno’s
view

J

For those who believe the Australian nation was born at
Gallipoli and that Australian values are to be found in the
Spirit of Anzac, it must come as a surprise that our nation
builders ... were laying down our national ideals during
the long peace that preceded World War I.

Sample student analysis

Note the way the student-historian briefly introduces both
interpretations, finds evidence relevant to each [X and
Y] and then constructs her own argument based on a
review of both primary source evidence and historical

FEX] Marilyn Lake's view i )
interpretations [Z].

Remembering and understanding Evaluating and creating
1 Explain why sources of evidence might be 4 Working in pairs or small groups choose one of the
contradictory. following events to research. Identify what might

have been contrasting historical perspectives for

the event. Present your findings to your class.

a Winston Churchill makes his ‘We shall fight
them on the beaches’ pledge (4 June 1940).

o i _ b Martin Luther King Jr. delivers his ‘| have a
3 Distinguish which one appears more dream’ speech (28 August 1963).
convincing, the US or the Soviet perspective

on the Cold War. Explore what further
evidence you would need before making a
judgement.

Applying and analysing
2 Discuss a challenge and an opportunity

presented by contradictory sources of
evidence.

¢ The US-led coalition invades Iraq (20 March
2003).

d The Aboriginal tent embassy is constructed
on the lawns of Parliament House
(26 January 1972).
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What is a historical
argument?

A historical argument is an opinion about the past that
draws on evidence from a range of credible sources. An
argument seeks to convince its audience of a point of
view. It differs from a description, which simply recounts
information. For example:

Argument ‘ Description

The Chinese Revolution of
1949 saw the Communists
seize power from the
Nationalists.

The Chinese Revolution of
1949 was caused by the
Communist Party’s ability to
persuade the people that it
could protect and provide
for them better than the
Nationalists could.

You should be able to state your view, or contention. You
should also present a nuanced argument. This is one that
recognises contradictions and complexities. For example:

Standard argument

‘ Nuanced argument

Mao Zedong used
repression to stay in power.

Mao Zedong used direct
and indirect methods E¥®E] Mao Zedong speaks to a farmer near the city of Yan'an,
of control to maintain 1930s.

authority, including a cult

of personality and policies

designed to create social

division.

A strong historical argument will include consideration of

historical thinking concepts.
E¥®] Historical thinking concepts

Historical
significance

Chronology Historical Continuity and Cause and
sources as change effect

evidence

What happened

What do What was

when?

primary and
secondary
sources tell us?

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 10

disrupted and
what stayed the
same?

Which factors
caused which
events?

How important

was the event

at the time and

how important
is it now?




E¥E] The Eternal Flame at the Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne

Analysing the question

In most cases, when you are asked to construct a historical
argument you will be given a question to respond to. An
example might be:

Why did the majority of Australians enthusiastically
support the decision to go to war in 1914?

Before launching into a response, analyse the question
carefully. For example:

‘Why’ requires an
examination of a
range of causes
and contributors
to Australians’
enthusiastic support
for the decision.

\

Why did the majority of Australians
enthusiastically support the decision
to go to war in 19147

N

The question refers to

Confirm it was the
majority of Australians.
What proportion didn’t

support the war?

How did people

‘ show their 1914, so confine your
enthusiastic comments to that year.
support’?

Observations about the question:

» It asks about the context of the war.

» The word ‘enthusiastically’ suggests emotional engagement
rather than simple conformity; this is a cue to discuss
Australians’ sense of connection to the British Empire and
their naivety about war.

» It does not require discussion of the post-1914 period.

> A nuanced response would attempt to engage with minority
views about the war, at least briefly.

Planning your response

Once you have analysed the question you have been asked to
respond to, you should plan your response (see over page).

Remembering and understanding

1 Recall how a historical argument differs
from a summary or description.

Applying and analysing
2 Identify a disadvantage of creating a

historical argument without first writing a
contention.

Evaluating and creating

3 Provide an example of a standard argument
and a nuanced argument in relation to the
Industrial Revolution.
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Essays Sample essay plan

- o . A plan is vital before beginning an essay. Here is how you
A common way of presenting a historical argument is an P & g 4 Y

essay. An essay provides an opportunity to explore ideas might approach planning an essay on the question analysed

in depth, engage with multiple sources of evidence and in Unit 1.4.

construct a nuanced argument.

As discussed in Unit 1.4, you should go through a number Why did the majority of Australians enthusiastically
of steps before writing an essay: write a contention, consider support the decision to go to war in 1914?

historical thinking concepts and analyse the question
carefully. Then research your topic thoroughly. Once you
have done these steps you are ready to begin writing.

Most Australians enthusiastically supported the decision to go to war because of loyalty to Britain, social
expectations and economic considerations.

Introduction Following Britain’s declaration of war on Germany on 4 August 1914, the majority of Australians willingly joined
the war effort for three primary reasons: Australians felt a strong sense of loyalty and cultural connection to the
‘mother country’ and had already provided support in a number of conflicts; connected to this was a high level of
social expectation and pressure in favour of enlisting; and economic pressures provided an incentive to join up.

In 1914, Australia wished to support the British Empire for cultural and practical reasons, including:

» alarge percentage of the population being of British descent

* emotional and cultural attachment to Britain (for most)

* reliance on Britain for defence

 previously supporting British conflicts, e.g. New Zealand 1860s, Sudan 1885, Boer War 1899-1902, China 1900

* Prime Minister Cook believing, ‘If the old country is at war, so are we’

* Charles Bingham, a veteran, saying, ‘England was the mother country...we were so tied to Great Britain that
when she was in trouble it was just automatic [to help].’

Following on from the sense of support for Britain was a social expectation that people would enlist and support

the war, including:

» 20000 people signing up in the first six weeks; over 52000 people enlisting by the end of 1914

» gathering together, often singing ‘Australia Will Be There’; recruitment posters showing bushmen, farmers and
sportsmen saying, ‘Show the enemy what Australian sporting men can do!

In addition to genuine enthusiasm to support the war, there were also economic contributors, including:

e drought of 1914-15, ‘We haven't had any rain for months so | thought | would join the army’ (Robert Antill, 1914)
* relatively low wages

* high unemployment

» guaranteed income of six shillings per day.

Australians’ enthusiastic support for the decision to go to war in 1914 was due to a combination of cultural,
social and economic influences. While there was some opposition to the war among groups such as anarchists,
pacifists and socialist trade unionists, most of these groups supported the war once Australia became involved.
However, the harrowing experiences of many came to temper the enthusiasm for war significantly.

Bibliography Cite all sources used in this format:

¢ Beaumont, J. 2013, Broken Nation: Australians in the Great War, Allen & Unwin, NSW.

» Holbrook, C. 2016, ‘Nationalism and War Memory in Australia’, in Australia and the Great War: Identity, Memory
and Mythology, eds Walsh and Varnava, Melbourne University Press, Victoria, pp. 218-39.
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Presentations and debates

When presenting a historical argument in the form of
an oral presentation or class debate, follow the advice on
constructing an argument in Unit 1.4. Then place your
points into the appropriate format such as a slideshow
presentation or palm cards. For a debate, you will need to
research the rules online or consult your teacher.

Did you know?

These tips can help you give an engaging
presentation:

¢ rehearse (and time) your talk ahead of time

e start in an unexpected way

¢ include a personal story or observation

¢ use visuals such as graphic organisers

* speak to your audience, not at them

¢ finish with an original point for the audience to
think about.

Graphic organisers

A useful addition to a slideshow presentation can be a
graphic organiser. They convey complex information in a
succinct and engaging way. Graphic organisers are used
increasingly in history, in particular cause-and-effect webs,
Venn diagrams, annotated timelines, continuums and
T-charts. You will find many examples in this book and

(@
e e et
e e e ge o

Remembering and understanding

1 Identify the key elements in the structure of
an essay plan.

Applying and analysing

2 lIdentify why the structure of an essay is
sometimes compared to a journey. Find
another comparison.

3 Outline, in bullet points, a possible
introduction for an essay on the following

topic: How was Australia changed by the
experience of war in the twentieth century?

Evaluating and creating

4 Create a graphic organiser showing the key
points from the Sample Essay Plan. Do not
include any sentences.

5 Construct and enter an essay or project in
a history competition. Your teacher will be
able to advise you on competitions.
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World War 11

Twenty-one years after peace was
declared marking the end of the ‘war to
end all wars’, the world was once again
at war.

The war quickly spread across Europe,
North Africa, Asia and the Pacific and
for the first time, Australia came under
direct threat. Almost a million Australian
men and women served in the war, both
overseas and closer to home.

World War II would last from 1939 until
1945 and brought unimaginable horrors,
death and destruction, including the
Holocaust and the use of the first atomic
bomb. By the end of the war, over 30
million people were dead and millions
more were displaced.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

2A What were the short- and long-term
causes of World War 11?

2B How were civilians in Australia affected
by the war?

2C Why did the Holocaust occur and what
was its legacy?

2D What were the immediate and
long-term effects of dropping the
atomic bombs?

LS | Before you begin

EX¥1 Harold Abbott painted this soldier looking over his
shoulder after Singapore was defeated and surrendered
in 1942. It is estimated that more than 15000 Australians
were captured and imprisoned in Changi.

GLOSSARY

Allies the countries that opposed the Axis powers,
including Britain, Soviet Union (Russia), United
States of America, China, France, Australia and
New Zealand

anti-Semitism discrimination or hostility
towards Jews

Axis powers the nations that fought against the
allies—Germany, Italy and Japan

blitzkrieg German for ‘lightning warfare’ in

which attacks were carried out at great speed,
especially involving aircraft and mechanised forces
cooperating

Bushido ‘way of the warrior—a code of honour
and conduct for samurai warriors established

in medieval Japanese history and similar to the
medieval code of chivalry for European knights

camouflage military disguise of soldiers and
equipment to blend in with the environment

classified in war, information that is kept secret
and only available to authorised people

concentration camp brutal prison for those
perceived to pose political, intellectual, religious, or
racial threats to the German state

fascism an ideology of varying elements, but
commonly suggesting that only those most suited to
hold power should do so

genocide mass extermination, or its attempt, of
an entire cultural ethnic group of people in order to
wipe them out of existence

Holocaust the genocide of Jews and others,
including communists and mentally-ill people, by
Hitler and the Nazis; death sites include Auschwitz,
Belsen, Buchenwald and others

internment camp a place where people of
German, Italian and Japanese background were
kept in Australia during World War Il to prevent them
from conducting any enemy activity

nationalism feeling of special pride in a country by
the citizens of that country

propaganda materials designed to influence or
present a particular point of view

Second AIF the Second Australian Imperial Force
in World War 1l (the First AIF served in World War I)

CHAPTER 2 | WORLD WAR I
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Life goes on: In the 1940s, households
regularly had milk delivered in bottles to their

World War " homes. This photograph shows a milkman

on the job during the Blitz in London. v

As Hitler became increasingly militant in Germany throughout the 1930s,

the rest of Europe worked hard to avoid war. But Germany’s invasion of
Poland on 1 September 1939 brought these attempts to an end. Britain

and France declared war on Germany, and Australia immediately followed.
Germany's ally Japan was also driving an aggressive policy of expansion in
Asia and the Pacific. Their attack on US ships in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in late
1941 drew the US in to the war, and the war in the Pacific officially began.

Adolf Hitler appointed as
Chancellor of Germany

Hitler reoccupies the Rhineland in defiance of the Treaty of Versailles

ececccccccccee

WAR IN EUROPE

Hitler takes on President role too and
begins rebuilding the German army

Great
Depression
begins

Treaty of Versailles is signed o
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A Hitler youth rally conducted in 1933
at Nuremberg Stadium, Germany
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A group of Polish Jewish
women and children
waiting to be led off by
the Schutzstaffel (SS) for
deportation to Treblinka
extermination camp in
May 1943

WAR IN THE PACIFIC

Kokoda Campaign begins
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United States declares
war on Japan
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May 1940

<+« () Germany invades France

Germany attacks Russia

.
.

escos Germany invades Czechoslovakia

1 September 1939

. ) Germany’s air force bombs
England in the Battle of Britain

. ) Allies invade Europe on

=+ J Germany invades Poland what is called D-Day
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(Allied) Victory in Europe
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Britain, France and Australia
declare war on Germany
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an alliance, the Axis powers
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The Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs signs the
surrender of Japan aboard the USS Missouri on

2 September 1945. United States General Douglas

MacArthur stands near the microihone watchini him.
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Treaty of Versailles

At the end of World War I, the major victorious Allies met
to impose terms on Germany. The treaty, signed in 1919 at
Versailles in France, aimed to punish Germany and limit
future German expansion.

However, the Allies created new hostility and resentment

amongst Germans because the treaty laid the blame for

World War I completely on Germany. The clauses were harsh

and included:

» Germany to pay huge reparations to the Allies for their
military expenditure in World War I

» Germany to drastically reduce its defence forces

> territory to be taken away from Germany, including coal
reserves (10 per cent), agricultural land (15 per cent),
iron reserves (48 per cent) and industry (10 per cent).

Italy and Japan also believed the treaty was not fair on them,
in terms of not gaining enough territory from the Germans.

Economic Depression

In post-war Germany, poverty and unemployment,
combined with the economic impact of the treaty
conditions, were extreme. Germany suffered hyperinflation

2y

EE®E] Hyperinflation in Germany in 1923 caused their paper
money to become almost worthless.
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(very high inflation that quickly erodes the real value of the
currency as prices quickly increase) and the German Mark
became worthless. In addition, Germany was still paying
huge reparations as a result of their defeat in World War 1.

In October 1929, the stock market in the United States
collapsed, triggering a worldwide economic depression that
became known as the Great Depression.

The rise of fascism in Europe

Fascism is a broad term that refers to a group of political
ideas that emerged in Europe following World War I

Fascism grew as a particular response to the social and
economic crises in Europe after the war and especially
during the Great Depression. Fascist groups emerged across
Europe, including in Britain. However, it was most prevalent
in Germany under the Nazi party led by Adolf Hitler, in Italy
under Benito Mussolini and in Spain under General Franco.

Fascism took different forms in each country, but there were

certain common elements, including:

> extreme nationalism

> belief in a one-party state that rejected the right of
people to democratically elect their government

> opposition to communism.

The rise of the Nazi party

In the 1932 elections, the Nazi party, led by Adolf Hitler,
gained the largest number of popular votes. The party won
on a platform that promised to invigorate the German
economy and proposals to avoid paying World War I
reparations. The Nazi party had enough influence to ensure
that on 30 January 1933, President Hindenburg appointed
Hitler as Chancellor. With the death of Hindenburg in 1934,
Hitler combined the roles of Chancellor and President, to
become the Fiibrer (meaning ‘leader’).

Hitler's actions

In 1934, Hitler began rebuilding the army, building new
warships and a German Air Force called the Luftwaffe. The

air force gained experience and new tactics (blitzkrieg) during
the Spanish Civil War of 1936. Germany provided support to
the Nationalists, a fascist rebel group aiming to overthrow the
Spanish government. In 1936, German military forces entered
the Rhineland (a disputed territory on the border with France,
Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands that had been
restored to France as part of the Treaty of Versailles), violating
the Treaty. In the same year, Hitler signed alliances with the
fascist leader in Italy, Benito Mussolini, creating the Rome-
Berlin Axis Pact, and with General Tojo Hideki of Japan,
creating the Anti-Comintern Pact.



The policy of appeasement

During the mid to late 1930s, the official policy of Britain
was appeasement; that is, to avert another war with
Germany and to create a barrier against the spread of
communism from Russia. Britain and France sought to
work with Hitler’s demands and allowed his aggression to
go unchallenged. In 1938, Hitler occupied Austria, which
was re-unified with Germany.

When France and Britain asked Hitler to explain his actions,
he promised that the Anschluss (union) of Austria with
Germany was the end of Germany’s expansionism. Six
months later the situation reoccurred over Sudetenland—a
region of Czechoslovakia (modern-day Czech Republic

and Slovakia) where many ethnic Germans lived. Over the
course of three meetings, the British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain and Hitler settled on the Munich Agreement,
which allowed Hitler to seize Sudetenland, provided he did
not invade Czechoslovakia. Despite the agreement, Hitler
invaded Czechoslovakia in March 1939. In light of Hitler’s
false promises, Britain and France joined forces with Poland

to deter Hitler from invading Poland, but German troops
invaded Poland on 1 September 1939. As a consequence,
Britain and France declared war against Germany.

EXE®] The British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain’s
meeting with Hitler in September 1938 led to the Munich
Agreement.

United States isolationism

After heavy financial losses in World War I and the impact
of the Great Depression, the United States adopted an
isolationist policy in the1930s and actively distanced itself
from any involvement in the politics of the rest of the world,
including the rise of Hitler and Japan’s aggressive expansion
in Asia. This isolationism did not extend to trade.

Weakness of the League
of Nations

After the end of World War I, the League of Nations had
been established to help keep world peace. However, it failed
against the aggression of Germany, Italy and Japan.

Japan and Italy

In 1931, the military-led Japanese government decided to
seize resources from other countries, as its own resources
were limited, so the Japanese army invaded Manchuria
(north China). The League of Nations condemned Japan,
which resulted in Japan resigning from the League of
Nations and continuing its conquests. When Italy invaded
Abyssinia (modern-day Ethiopia) in 1935, the League

of Nations again condemned the attack, but essentially
did nothing. In 1937, needing more resources, Japan
aggressively expanded its invasion of China, slowly working
down the coast towards South-East Asia. Again, the League
was unable to stop their aggressive expansion.

Reasons the League failed

The League of Nations failed partly because not all
countries had joined, most notably the United States. In the
beginning there was strong resistance to allowing Russia
and Germany to join, which also weakened the alliance.

By leaving the League, Germany, Italy and Japan could
continue their aggressive actions. As the League had no
armed forces, it relied on nations to step into conflicts on its
behalf, but nations had neither the money nor the military

power to do so.
N
LS | 2A

Remembering and understanding

1 What four factors led to World War 11?

2 How did the Treaty of Versailles affect
Germany?

3 How did the Great Depression help Hitler to
come to power?

4 What documents established Germany, Italy
and Japan as the Axis powers?

5 Why did Britain and France follow a policy of
appeasement towards Hitler?

Applying and analysing

6 Write a short paragraph explaining why the
League of Nations could not stop conflict.

7 Explain why United States isolationism
contributed to weakening the resistance
to German and Japanese expansion in the
lead up to World War Il.
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War begins in Poland

On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland. The
German blitzkrieg (lightning war) style of invasion involved
a combination of land armed forces and Luftwaffe attacks.
The Einsatzgruppen (German task forces) followed behind
the regular land troops. Their prime objective was to
eliminate any political or ideological enemies, including
Jewish people, in preparation for German colonisation of
Poland. German invasion of other territories was aimed at
providing Lebensraum (living space) for the German people.

On 3 September 1939, Britain and France declared war on
Germany, and Australia followed immediately after. Britain
was unable to send any defensive forces to Poland. Britain’s
military was weak and needed time to rebuild. France decided
on a defensive strategy, believing in the strength of the
Maginot Line, a line of fortifications built along France’s
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eastern border. Though Britain sent some troops (the British
Expeditionary Force) to France in case of invasion, Britain
and France did not carry out any major fighting during this
period. For this reason, it is known as the ‘Phoney War’. Soon
after the German invasion, the Soviets invaded Poland from
the east. Having signed a non-aggression pact in August
earlier that year, the two invaders split Poland between them.
Following their occupation of Poland, Germany invaded
Norway and Denmark, and the Soviet Union invaded Finland.

Fall of France

Continuing the blitzkrieg strategy, on 10 May 1940, Germany
attacked the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg,
beginning with air attacks. Germany gained control of the
Netherlands and Luxembourg in only two days. Also on

10 May, the German Panzer (tank and infantry) divisions
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EXX] The European theatre, World War ll—the countries that made up the Allied powers changed during the war. Great Britain

and France were the main Allies at the beginning of the war. They were joined by the Soviet Union and the United States
in 1941.
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EZX1 Adolf Hitler and other German officials in Paris,
24 June 1940

burst through the forest along the Belgium-France border to
invade France. They had avoided the Maginot Line altogether.
German forces moved quickly through northern France,
gaining control of territory. The rapid air and land attack,
along with strong organisation, meant that though they were
greater in numbers, the French and British troops were no
match for the Germans. The Panzer divisions were particularly
effective. The British Expeditionary Forces and other Allied
forces pulled back to the port of Dunkirk. Over a period of
eight days, 338226 Allied troops were evacuated. German
forces consolidated their occupation of northern France,
including Paris, and an armistice was signed between France
and Germany on 22 June. Southern France remained free
from occupation and was led by the Vichy government, based
in the town of Vichy. The Vichy government, led by Marshal
Henri Pétain, cooperated with the German forces of the north.

During the French occupation, members of the French
Resistance provided critical support to the Allies both in
occupied and Vichy France. These networks carried out
secret operations to provide information and perform acts
of sabotage. General Charles de Gaulle played a key role in
the Resistance from Britain. Some French military units
that had evacuated from France also fought in the war as
the Free French Forces.

Battle of the Atlantic

Britain, in particular, relied on the shipping channel
between the United States and Europe to receive food, raw
materials, petrol and weapons. Therefore, controlling the
waters of the Atlantic was important.

The Germans sank many ships in the Atlantic by torpedoing
them from their U-boats (a type of submarine). These
attacks took advantage of the ‘air gap’—the area in the
middle of the ocean that land-based aircraft could not reach
to defend the vessels.

After Germany occupied Norway and France, they
controlled the ports in these countries, and U-boat attacks
on the Atlantic channel increased. This caused major
shortages in Britain—leading to the rationing of foodstufts
and materials—and great hardship for British people.

The tide eventually turned against the Germans when the
United States joined the war in 1942. United States and
Canadian forces alongside the British Royal Navy were able
to provide more coordinated protection of merchant vessels
in the form of armed convoys. The development of a longer-
range aircraft and improved radar technology were key
factors in this protection, as was the eventual decryption of
German-coded messages by British intelligence, allowing the
Allies to pinpoint the location of the German U-boats and
thus either evade or destroy them.

Did you know?

The British technology that was used to decipher
the German Enigma codes was also used in the
development of computers. Alan Turing was a
leading figure in the development of this technology.

Battle of Britain, 1940

With France under his control, Hitler turned his sights on
Britain. The plan was to first defeat Britain in the air as a
preliminary action to prevent the Royal Navy from blocking
a German invasion. From July 1940, German planes fought
to take control of the English Channel. They engaged
Britain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) in the air and targeted
merchant ships sailing to Britain. Targeting ships had two
advantages: it prevented supplies reaching Britain and

drew out the RAF planes from their homeland skies. The
next month, the Germans began bombing strategic British
targets. These included airfields, factories, and the radar
bases that formed the RAF’s early warning system around
the southern coast. Following the RAF bombing of Berlin in
late August, Hitler made a speech threatening to ‘eradicate
their [Britain’s]| cities’. When Britain failed to surrender,
Hitler instructed the Luftwaffe to target British cities.

CHAPTER 2 | WORLD WAR I 19



EXXE] Huge area of debris in London after heavy German air
raid bombing attacks during the Battle of Britain

The Blitz

On 7 September 1940, the Luftwaffe launched a massive
attack on London involving almost 1000 German aircraft.
The British lost 31 fighters that day and the Germans

lost 39. The attacks continued for days in a campaign
known as ‘the Blitz’. Gradually the British fought back. On
15 September, at the climax of the German attacks, the
Germans lost 79 aircraft and the British lost 36. The tide of
the battle turned.

On 17 September, Hitler postponed plans for an invasion
of Britain and stopped daytime attacks on British cities.
Indiscriminate night bombings of cities including London,
Plymouth and Coventry continued until 31 October.
Minimal bombings continued until December, but poor
weather made these difficult. From July to December, the
bombings killed approximately 40 000 civilians.

Axis powers

As a result of Germany’s success, Italy entered the war

on 10 June 1940, declaring war on Britain and France. In
September, Germany, Italy and Japan signed the Tripartite
Pact, officially establishing them as the Axis powers.
Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia (modern-
day Balkan states) and Croatia also signed later.

Greece and North Africa

Italian dictator Benito Mussolini took advantage of Ttaly’s
alliance with Germany to attempt to expand Italy’s territory
by invading Egypt and Greece, in September and October
of 1940 respectively. Both invasions failed. However, a
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subsequent invasion of Greece with German military
support was successful. The Axis powers held Greece from
May 1941 until British forces liberated it in October 1944.

Italy had occupied part of Libya since before the war. Britain
also already had bases in Egypt and controlled the Suez
Canal, protecting their vital access to Middle Eastern oil and
their trade route to Asia and the Pacific. Commonwealth
troops, including 6th and 7th Divisions of the Second
Australian Imperial Force (AIF), were sent to North Africa
to reinforce British defence of Allied interests. German
reinforcements arrived to aid Italy in North Africa. German
General Rommel led the Axis forces in North Africa from
February 1941. The Axis and Allied troops fought battles
throughout this territory until the Axis forces were defeated
in November 1942 at the second Battle of El Alamein in
Egypt. Australian soldiers played a vital role in this victory,
including the well known ‘Rats of Tobruk’, who for eight
months held back Axis forces in their siege on Tobruk,
Libya. Combined Allied forces invaded Italy in September
1943. Mussolini was overthrown and King Victor Emmanuel
III negotiated an armistice with the Allies.

The United States and Japan

At the beginning of the war, the United States remained
nominally neutral, but they shipped goods to Britain and
provided naval protection for merchant ships. When Japan
bombed Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, the United
States declared war on Japan. This prompted the other
Axis powers to declare war on the United States, and so the
United States entered the war against the European Axis
powers, too.

The Soviet Union

Hitler had always intended to invade the Soviet Union,
despite the non-aggression pact he had signed. He

wanted to acquire Soviet land and resources, and defeat
communism. ‘Operation Barbarossa’ started on 22 June
1941. The blitzkrieg attack consisted of more than 3 million
men in three major prongs, along a front of approximately
2000 kilometres. The Soviets were surprised by the attack
and Germany had early successes, including the destruction
of Soviet airbases. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin ordered
Soviet troops to fight to the death. This order, along with
Hitler’s use of Einsatzgruppen initially led to enormous
numbers of Soviet deaths. German forces reached outer
Moscow in November 1941, but were halted there by
winter. Hitler expected the attack on the Soviet Union to be
swift, but the increase in distance as troops moved further
into the country stretched the German ability to supply

the front. The Soviets’ ‘scorched earth’ policy (on retreat
they destroyed all resources to prevent the Germans from
utilising them) worsened the situation.



..on Friday 5 December [1941]...the snow was a
metre deep [near Moscow]...[German] tanks were
abandoned as engines failed to run in temperatures
that had now dropped to [46 degrees Celsius] below
zero. Light and heavy guns, their recoil mechanisms
frozen solid, would not fire. Fingers that touched cold
metal [stuck] to it...

On 10 December [German Senior General Heinz]
Guderian recorded a temperature of [-53] degrees
[Celsius]. Soldiers lucky enough to find a soup kitchen
discovered that boiling hot soup froze solid before they
could finish it, while those who dropped their trousers
to excrete in the open, died as their bowels were
frozen solid.

EEX¥] From Blood, Tears and Folly: An Objective Look at
World War Il, by Len Deighton, 1993

The Battle of Stalingrad

In 1942, following winter, the German army focused its
attention on taking Stalingrad (modern-day Volgograd)
on the Volga River. Their attack began with bombings on
23 August. Several days later, German troops entered the
city and the battle was fought within the city, among the
streets and buildings.

In November, the Soviets launched new offensives from
either side of the city, surrounding the German soldiers
within. Hitler refused to allow the Germans to surrender
and they attempted to bring in resources by air. The
German soldiers and Soviet citizens were slowly starving.
On 31 January 1943, German commander Friedrich
Paulus surrendered against Hitler’s orders. Approximately
2 million Soviet and Axis soldiers died during the Battle
of Stalingrad. The Germans were now in retreat. They were
eventually forced back by Soviet forces through Poland and
Czechoslovakia all the way to Berlin.

D-Day landing

The Allied campaign to liberate France from Germany
began on 6 June 1944, with the landing at Normandy
known as ‘D-Day’. The operation was planned six months
earlier during the Allied Tehran Conference. The attack
was carried out by air and sea from Britain, by more than
150000 British, United States and Canadian soldiers. On
25 August, with the help of de Gaulle’s Free French Forces,
the Allies took back Paris. The Allies moved through
Belgium and the Netherlands and then into Germany in
September 1944. The capture of Berlin was left to the Soviet
forces. They entered the city on 21 April 1945. On 30 April,
Hitler committed suicide. On 7 May, Germany surrendered
unconditionally. The Allies declared 8 May VE (Victory in
Europe) Day.

EXX] During the D-Day landings in 1944. This photo was
taken two weeks after the initial landing.

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain the term ‘blitzkrieg’.

2 List the countries controlled by the Axis
powers during World War 1.

3 Which major battle led to the retreat of
Germany from the Soviet Union? In which
year did this battle conclude?

Applying and analysing

4 Why was control of the Atlantic important to
both sides during World War 11?

5 Summarise in a table the major events for

Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union in
World War Il.

Evaluating and creating

6 Research the Australian ‘Rats of Tobruk’ and
write an essay summarising key events and
explaining why the Australians’ efforts and
success was so celebrated.

7 Imagine you are a Free French fighter. Write
a diary entry for 8 May 1945. In your writing,
discuss some of your most memorable
experiences and events during the war, as
well as your feelings on the day.

8 Evaluate the factors that led to Allied victory
in World War II.
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Japanese expansionism

In Japan in the late 1930s, the military-controlled
government began to promote nationalist sentiment and an
expansionist policy. As a small nation with few resources,
Japan required imported materials to industrialise. It
wanted to invade other territories to acquire these materials,
as well as land for its growing population. In 1931, Japan
had invaded Manchuria and in 1937 moved into China,
beginning the Second Sino-Japanese War that continued
until the end of World War IL
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Germany as the greater threat. However, the United States,
under the Roosevelt government, did lend money to China
to assist in its defence against Japan.

It was not until Japan’s occupation of Indochina that the
Western nations began to act. Initially, in July 1940, the
United States restricted the export of materials including
iron and steel. Then in July 1941, it froze Japanese assets and
placed further export restrictions on Japan, this time oil,
an essential import for the Japanese. The British and Dutch
governments followed suit. Japan attempted to negotiate
its way out of the restrictions, but Japan and the United
States could not come to an agreement. In September

1941, General Tojo Hideki, the former war minister and a
proponent of attacks on Hawaii and Western colonies in
South-East Asia, was chosen as Japan’s Prime Minister by
the emperor.

Bombing of Pearl Harbor

World War II began in the Pacific on 7 December 1941.
That morning, Japan carried out an air strike on the United
States naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The United States
had moved its naval fleet there in 1940 to deter Japanese
aggression. From January 1941, the Japanese military had
been planning an attack on the fleet. For Japan to move
into the United States-administered Philippines and British
colony of Singapore, Japan needed to ensure the United
States’ ability and willingness to respond was reduced.

EE¥] United States battleship USS Arizona blazes shortly
after blowing up on 7 December 1941

The Japanese attack was made without a declaration of
war and the United States was not prepared. Almost 2500
United States personnel were killed during the attack.
Eight battleships and more than 180 planes were damaged
or destroyed. Aircraft carriers were not in the harbour at
the time of attack, and most of the battleships were later
repaired, so damage to the United States was not as great as
Japan had hoped.

Later that day, Japan declared war on the United States

and the following day the United States, Britain, the
Netherlands and Australia declared war on Japan. On

11 December, Japan’s fellow Tripartite Pact signatories, Italy
and Germany, declared war on the United States, and the
United States reciprocated.

Japanese invasions continue

On the same day as the Pearl Harbor attack, Japan invaded
the United States territories in the Philippines, Guam and
Wake; the British colony of Malaya (western Malaysia);
Siam (Thailand); and seized Shanghai. Later that month,
the Japanese attacked the British colonies of Hong Kong
and Burma (Myanmar). By the end of December 1941,
Siam, Hong Kong, Guam and Wake were in Japanese
possession, and by the end of January 1942, British, Indian
and Australian troops in Malaya had been pushed back to
Singapore. Next, Japan set about invading the Dutch East
Indies (Indonesia), the Australian colony of New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands and Singapore. The occupation of the
Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) provided Japan with access to
oil it desperately needed and the occupation of Singapore
had great strategic significance.

The fall of Singapore

The Allied forces in Singapore surrendered on 15 February,
1942 after a week-long siege. Despite having fewer troops,
the British considered the fall of Singapore a humiliating
defeat and a great loss to the Allied forces. Britain relied on
the naval base there to house British ships and defend the
South-East Asian colonies. This defensive plan was known
as the Singapore Strategy. Australia, having spent relatively
little on its military during the interwar years, also relied on
the Singapore Strategy for its own protection.

With the fall of Singapore, this defensive strategy was no
longer viable. The impact of this loss was felt in Australia
immediately as on 19 February, using New Guinea as a
base, the Japanese bombed Darwin. Air attacks on northern
Australia continued until late 1943. By the end of May 1942
the United States had surrendered the Philippines and

the British and Indian forces had withdrawn from Burma
to India. By March 1942, Japan had the upper hand in

the Pacific.

Changing allegiances

After declaring war on Japan, the United States moved
troops to Burma and Australia among other locations.

In March 1942, following the fall of Singapore, United
States and Australian forces started cooperating more
closely in their defence of the Pacific. Australian Prime
Minister John Curtin insisted that Australian troops in the
Mediterranean return to defend Australia, despite British
Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill’s preference to send
them to Burma.
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The Second ATF (Australian Imperial Force) 6th and

7th Divisions returned to Australia, commanded by General
Sir Thomas Blamey. In the new spirit of cooperation with
the United States, Curtin allowed United States General
Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander of South-West
Pacific, to command Australian troops.

Without any inhibitions of any kind, | make it clear that
Australia looks to America, free of any pangs as to our
traditional links or kinship with the United Kingdom.
We know the problems that the United Kingdom faces.
We know the dangers of dispersal of strength, but we
know too, that Australia can go and Britain can still
hold on. We are, therefore, determined that Australia
shall not go, and we shall exert all our energies
towards the shaping of a plan, with the United States
as its keystone, which will give to our country some
confidence of being able to hold out until the tide of
battle swings against the enemy.

EEE] Extract from Prime Minister Curtin’s 1942 New Year's
message. He later had to backtrack on this message as

it became clear that the US viewed Australia as primarily
a strategic base, and an alliance would not replace the
traditional ties with Britain.

EE¥] Prime Minister Curtin shakes hands with General
Douglas MacArthur, Sydney, 8 June 1943.
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By mid 1943 over 150000 United States
servicemen were in Australia. Their presence
had a significant impact on the local society,
and led to tensions as they were considerably
better paid than Australian servicemen. They
quickly gained a reputation as ‘big spenders’
and ushered in changes to trends in fashion,
consumer goods, films and food, especially Coca-
Cola® and hamburgers. Tensions between them
and Australian forces over food rations, women,
race relations and fighting skills escalated to
all-out riots, such as the Battle of Brisbane in
November 1942.

The tide turns

Japan turned its attention to Midway Island and the Aleutian
Islands after Tokyo was bombed in April 1942. Securing these
islands would help defend Japan itself. The United States
deciphered a coded message and knew the attack was coming,
so sent three available aircraft carriers to Midway. Admiral
Chester Nimitz led the United States forces. Four Japanese
carriers were lost, but only one United States carrier.

New Guinea

The Battle of the Coral Sea

Port Moresby, New Guinea, was the last Allied post
before Australia and the location of crucial airfields
defended by Australian troops. In May 1942, the United
States intercepted Japanese plans to invade through an
amphibious operation (a military attack on land that
originates at sea). On 7 May, Japanese and United States
forces engaged in the Battle of the Coral Sea. This battle
between aircraft flying from aircraft carriers was the first
naval battle in which neither side’s ships sighted the other.
The battle ended with no decisive victor, but the Japanese
fleet withdrew and the Allies held Port Moresby.

Kokoda

At the end of June, to add protection to Port Moresby,
MacArthur sent a group of soldiers from the Australian
Citizen Military Forces (CMF) to secure the airstrip at
Kokoda and protect the northern coast of New Guinea. At
the same time, the Japanese had landed near Gona, with
plans to make an overland attack on Port Moresby. Both the
Australian and Japanese forces advanced towards each other
along the Kokoda Track, crossing the rugged, jungle terrain
of the Owen Stanley Ranges. Initially, the Japanese troops
forced the inexperienced and outnumbered Australian
soldiers to retreat. However, the Australian soldiers
continued to resist and fight until Second AIF troops



with experience in the Middle East arrived from Australia.
Japanese troops were short of supplies and Australian troops
started pushing them back. From September, Japan began
to withdraw troops from New Guinea, instead concentrating
their forces in Guadalcanal.

The Allied offensive

Following these defensive victories, the Allies began forcing
a Japanese retreat. At the end of 1942, the Allies were
fighting to take back control of the Solomon Islands, first
recapturing Guadalcanal (where the Japanese had been
attempting to build an airfield), and re-entering Burma. In
May 1943, the Allies formally took an offensive approach
to the Asia-Pacific campaign. They could do so due to the
industrial might of the United States, which could quickly
manufacture great numbers of ships, planes and weapons.
The Japanese lacked the resources to compete with the
United States industrial power and ran short of trained and
experienced aircrew and soldiers. Nimitz and MacArthur
employed a strategy of ‘island hopping’, in which their
Pacific forces took back one island at a time in two prongs
through the Pacific (MacArthur in the South-West Pacific
and Nimitz in the Central Pacific) getting ever closer to the
Japanese mainland. Though the Allies targeted the islands
that were less heavily defended, each amphibious landing on
an island resulted in many casualties.

Towards the end of the war, Australia focused on producing
food and manufactured goods for the war effort, but was
still involved in the Pacific battles. The Australian RAN

and RAAF (Royal Australian Navy and Royal Australian Air
Force) assisted the United States in numerous landings,
including Hollandia in April 1944. Often though,
MacArthur gave Australian forces the role of ‘mopping up’
after the United States forces made the initial landing. Many
Australians died fighting the remaining Japanese troops in
isolated garrisons in New Guinea and Borneo. These battles
and the resulting loss of lives were arguably unnecessary.

Allied victory

Towards the end of 1944, the Allied dominance became even
more pronounced. In October 1944, the Allies resoundingly
won the largest naval battle of the war—the Battle of Leyte
Gulf—in the Philippines. In this battle, the Japanese lost

a total of 26 ships, while the Allies lost only six. In March
1945, Tokyo was firebombed by new B-29 bombers, which
killed up to 80000 people. These bombers could fly longer
distances and bomb from greater heights than previous
planes, and had a major influence on the war. The Allies
used them to firebomb industrial areas of Japan, resulting in
the deaths of hundreds of thousands of civilians. The Allies
won bloody battles for the Japanese islands of Iwo Jima and
Okinawa in February-June of 1945. The Battle of Okinawa
led to more than 12000 United States and 70000 Japanese

deaths (not including civilians), and provided the Allies
with a base for invading the Japanese mainland. Despite the
human loss the Japanese had endured, as well as the naval
blockade cutting off their supply lines and the surrender of
Germany, Japan still did not surrender when prompted to
do so by the Potsdam Declaration issued by the Allies on

26 July. As a result, United States President Harry Truman
ordered atomic bombs to be dropped on Hiroshima on

6 August and Nagasaki on 9 August. Both cities were
devastated. Yet, still Japan did not surrender. It was not until
the Soviets had invaded Manchuria and further bombings
of Japanese cities that Emperor Hirohito surrendered on

15 August 1945.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why did Japan begin expanding its territory
in the late 1930s?

2 Outline what happened at the bombing
of Pearl Harbor.

3 Describe the strategy of ‘island hopping’
using amphibious landings.

4 Who signed the Tripartite Pact and in
what year?

5 Name two consequences of the fall of
Singapore.

Applying and analysing

6 Based on Source 2.3.3 and the text, develop
an annotated concept map showing the

relationships between Britain, the United
States and Australia during World War II.

Evaluating and creating

7 Create a table listing the major battles
fought in the Asia—-Pacific region during
World War Il. Add columns with the date,
location, participants, outcomes and
consequences of each battle. You may need
to conduct further research to complete
the table.

8 Explain why Pearl Harbor was ultimately a
failure for the Japanese.

9 Study Source 2.3.3. How did John Curtin’s
speech have an impact on Australia’s
foreign policy during World War 11?

10 Research the ‘Battle of Brisbane'. Explain
what happened.
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War is declared

In the evening of 3 September 1939, Australians gathered
around their radios to hear Prime Minister Robert Menzies’
solemn announcement:

Fellow Australians,
it is my melancholy
duty to inform you
officially that, in
consequence of
the persistence of
Germany in her
invasion of Poland,
Great Britain has
declared war upon
her, and that, as a
result, Australia is
also at war.

Menzies declaring war

By the time the war ended in 1945, almost a million
Australians, both men and women, had served. Over 30 000
Australians were taken prisoner and approximately 39 000
lost their lives. Australians fought against German and
Italian forces in Europe, the Mediterranean and North
Africa, as well as against the Japanese in South-East Asia,
New Guinea and other parts of the Pacific.

Off to war

The Menzies government established the Second AIF in
September 1939 and the campaign to enlist recruits began.
The rate at which Australians enlisted varied according to
the perception of the urgency of the situation in relation to
Australia. The highest rate of recruiting for the Second AIF
occurred after the German invasion of France in May 1940.
A key event that saw a dramatic growth in enlistment was
Japan’s entry into the war in 1941.

Despite increased enlistment, the urgent need for manpower
relaxed some prejudices. In 1941, the Torres Strait Light
Infantry Battalion was formed and a detachment was

sent overseas in 1943 to Dutch New Guinea. Women also
played an important role in the war effort, including as
nurses overseas with the AIF and in Australia as part of the
Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF), Women’s
Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS), Australian
Women’s Army Service (AWAS) and outside the services in
the Women’s Land Army (WLA).
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‘Perhaps the call to adventure was the greatest
motivation for volunteers.’

EX®] Quote from G.H. Fearnside, an Infantry soldier in
World War Il

Reasons for enlisting

In post-war surveys, duty was the first and foremost

reason men gave as their reason for enlisting. Nationalism
or patriotism was also cited, and loyalty to the British
Empire rated after these reasons. In 1939, Australia’s
unemployment rate was nearly 9 per cent as a result of the
Great Depression. Enlisting in the army provided many men
with a job.

Joining the war was also seen by some men as offering
adventure, excitement and the chance to see the world. One
soldier wrote that when his unit returned to Australia, they
would ‘tell of thier [sic] adventures to a very eager crowd’.

3
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EXE] Recruitment poster for the AIF, 1943




The desire for adventure reflected the desire to break away
from boring or unhappy civilian lives. Australian official
war historian, Gavin Long, points out that for the young,
inexperienced men enlisting in the AIF, overseas travel and
war were seen as a ‘great adventure’.

Although a sense of duty applied throughout the war years,
enlistments fell slowly after 1943, when it was perceived that
the danger of invasion from Japan had dissipated.

Criteria for enlistment

The criteria to enlist in the AIF changed over the course
of the war, reflecting the increasing pressure to find new
recruits as the war progressed.

> 1939: age 20-35, with a minimum height of 5 feet
6 inches (167.6 centimetres)
> 1940: age 20-40, with a minimum height of 5 feet
(152 centimetres)
> 1941: age 19-40, with no change to height regulations
> 1943: age 18-40, with no change to height regulations

Some soldiers lied about their age in order to enlist. More
than half the volunteer recruits for World War II were
industrial labourers and clerical staff. This was despite the
image many had of the Australian soldier as a man from the
land with a resourceful nature and many bush skills.

The typical Australian soldier

The archetypical Australian enlisting for service in the AIF
was likely to be Australian-born (from 1940, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples were rejected by the Defence

Act); aged in their 20s; of good health; medium to tall; with a

school-leaving age of 14; and originally a manual worker.

The RAAF was seen as the glamour service and enlistments
featured a higher number of tertiary-educated men (see
Source 2.4.4).

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples also had a
sense of duty to protect Australia, and many defied the
ban to enlist. There was the attraction of being treated

and paid as an equal with non-Indigenous soldiers, too.
Along northern Australia’s threatened coasts, they strongly
participated (both officially and unofficially) as coast
watchers spotting Japanese troops, ships and aircraft
movements to relay back to authorities (see Unit 2.12).

Manpower regulations

During the course of the war, certain occupations were
considered reserved occupations. People employed in these
industries could not enlist because their occupations were
deemed to be too important. Occupations that fell under this
category were medical practitioners and certain types of miners
and engineers essential for the supply of equipment for the war.

TING CENTRE IN CAPITAL CITIES, AND

EX®] An RAAF recruitment poster, 1940

Remembering and understanding

1 Describe the archetype (meaning, a typical
example) of the average man enlisting in
the AIF.

2 Why did Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples enlist in the AIF?

3 What were the most significant motives for
men to enlist?

Applying and analysing

4 Which arm of the defence forces was seen
as the most desirable? Why do you think
this was the case?

5 Draw a timeline of the rates of enlisting,
including specific events that affected
enlistment.

6 Study Sources 2.4.3 and 2.4.4.

a Describe the similarities and differences
of each recruitment poster.

b Explain why you think the differences
exist.
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Australi an Imperial Force invasion was imminent. The 6th and 7th Divisions were

ordered to return from the Middle East, North Africa and

The different divisions of the AIF fought around the Europe and defend Australia.

following regions:

» 6th Division—Libya (Tobruk), Greece and Crete in the The Citizen Military Forces
Mediterranean Sea, Papua New Guinea (see Source 2.5.1)

» 7th Division— Libya (Tobruk), Syria, Lebanon, Papua
New Guinea and Borneo

» 8th Division—Malaya, Singapore, Dutch East Indies and
Rabaul

» 9th Division—Libya (Tobruk), Egypt (El Alamein),
New Guinea, Borneo

Three Citizen Military Forces (CMF) battalions were sent
to New Guinea to defend Port Moresby from the Japanese
in 1941. The CMF was poorly armed and trained, and it
was not intended that they serve overseas. They were sent
to Papua, the south-eastern part of the island, which was
Australian territory, thus making it legal to send the CMF
there. They were the only Australian troops in New Guinea
With Japan’s victory in Singapore in 1942, the Australian until the 6th and 7th Divisions returned from Europe and
government, population and military assumed a Japanese North Africa in 1942.
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Royal Australian Navy

Part of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) served initially

in the Mediterranean with the cruisers Sydney (later sunk

by the Germans in 1941) and Perth, regularly fighting the
Italian navy. All of the RAN’s ships in the Mediterranean
were later withdrawn to the Pacific and Indian oceans where
they protected Australian convoys and served either with the
British Fleet to protect convoys or supported United States
operations in the Asia-Pacific region, notably in the Battle
of the Coral Sea.

Royal Australian Air Force

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) squadrons aided
British and United States forces over the oceans around
South-East Asia, flew from coastal airfields in Britain to
attack German forces oft Norway, and bombed Japanese
ships and submarines along the northern coasts of Australia.
The RAAF also flew many missions in support of British
operations in North Africa and RAAF units remained in

the Middle East for the duration of the war. Hundreds of
Australians also flew with the British RAF squadrons in
Britain, India and Burma.

N

EXF] Australian troops were besieged in 1941 in Tobruk,
North Africa, refusing to surrender against the German Afrika
Korps. They were nicknamed the ‘Rats of Tobruk'.

Attacks on Australia

In 1942, Japanese aircraft attacked the northern coasts
of Australia. Darwin was bombed in February 1942, with
more raids occurring in April, June, July and November
of that year, and in March 1943. The last raid occurred

in November 1943. Towns in northern Queensland and
Western Australia were also bombed during the same
time period. In May 1942, Sydney was attacked by midget
Japanese submarines and shelled by another submarine.

EXE] The bombing by Japanese carrier-borne aircraft on
19 February 1942 caused devastation to Darwin as it had at
Pearl Harbor in December 1941.

Did you know?

Japanese aircraft raided northern Australia over
100 times between February 1942 and November
1943. Darwin, Townsville, Katherine, Wyndham,
Derby, Broome and Port Hedland were all attacked.

Remembering and understanding

1 List the major locations where Australian
forces fought around the world.

2 What happened to the 8th Division for most
of the war?

Applying and analysing
3 Create a timeline of events from 1939 to 1945.
4 Study Source 2.5.2. Identify the conditions
of the Battle of Tobruk.
5 Identify the key decisions Prime Minister
John Curtin and the Australian government

made in 1942. Why did they make these
decisions?

Evaluating and creating

6 Imagine you are a newspaper reporter

in Darwin at the time of the bombing in

February 1942.

a Research what happened, including how
many people were killed and what was
destroyed.

b Write a newspaper article for a
Melbourne paper. Remember that most
readers in 1942 would never have been
to Darwin.
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Defending the island

Singapore was the key to the British defence strategy in
the Asia-Pacific region. It was also a naval base created by
Britain as the leading naval power in the Asia-Pacific region.

The troops

In 1941, Australian, British and other Allied troops were
sent to Malaya and Singapore to protect the peninsula
and island. A total of 130000 soldiers from Australia,
Britain, India, Malaya and Singapore faced the 60000 to
65000 Japanese advancing on them. The AIF 8th Division
was also protecting Australia from the southern march of
the Japanese.

Air power

The defence of Singapore required many weapons and a
great deal of ammunition. In particular, it needed between
350 and 550 aircraft, but there were only an estimated 150
aircraft available, which were old and out of date. Despite
the best efforts of the pilots, including three squadrons

of the RAAF, Singapore’s defences and the city itself was
bombed by Japanese air power.

There must be no thought of sparing the troops or
population; commanders and senior officers should die
with their troops. The honour of the British Empire and
the British Army is at stake.

EX® Sir Winston Churchill sent this telegram to the troops
defending Singapore on 10 February 1942.

Underestimating the enemy

The local press [British in Malaya], by consistently
disparaging the quality of the enemy’s air force,
and otherwise showing a poor opinion of his
general efficiency, helped to build up a dangerously
complacent attitude and in Malaya ease and
complacency flourish without outside assistance.

EXXE] Extract from a British report on the fall of Singapore,
1942

EXX] Lithograph of a Japanese painting showing General Percival (second from left, in the front row) and General Yamashita
(opposite him) during the signing of the surrender in Singapore, February 1942
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Promised air parity [equality with Japanese air power]
in January! Continual vague talk of counteroffensive
which never happened, presumably because the Japs
retained the initiative and we continued to conform

to his movements...Why were beach defences not
prepared? They may have been in some parts; there
certainly was not as much as a strand of wire or a
trench on the North East.

XX Extract from a report by an officer who escaped
Singapore, 1942

The British military in Singapore had been over confident,
believing they would easily defeat any Japanese attack. On
10 December 1941, two British warships—the battleship
Prince of Wales and the battle cruiser Repulse had gone to

the Malayan coast where the Japanese had landed. But the
British RAF had lost nearly all its aircraft in Japanese attacks
on Singapore by 9 December 1941, just two days after Pearl
Harbor. Without RAF protection from Singapore, both
ships were sunk by Japanese aerial torpedo bombers.

The attack on Singapore

The Japanese did what the British least expected. They:

» did not attack by sea as anticipated

> attacked from the north through Malaya, while the
impressive coastal fortifications on the island were to the
south

> entered the jungle, which the British thought
impenetrable and so were able to bypass British defences
blocking roads

> advanced with great speed using light tanks and soldiers
on bicycles and the British had no time to re-organise
defences.

When the British and Allied troops retreated to Singapore:

» beach defences had not been built so defenders
were not protected and there were no obstacles to a
Japanese landing

> the Japanese air force bombed key defence points and
infrastructure.

With the water supply running low, constant bombing
and little or no anti-aircraft ammunition, General Percival
(overall commander) surrendered Singapore to General
Yamashita on 15 February 1942.

Prisoners of war

All troops captured at Singapore—many tens of thousands
of British, Indian, Malayan, Singaporean and 15000
Australians troops—became Japanese prisoners of war
(POWs). They were sent mainly to Changi POW camp in
Singapore where they suffered terrible treatment.

Japanese Imperial Army soldiers had been taught with
Bushido beliefs that an enemy who surrendered dishonoured
their country and family. As a result, Allied prisoners were
generally treated very harshly. Japan had not signed the
Geneva Convention on POW treatment, which detailed the
standard of humane treatment expected for prisoners. POWs
lived a life of work, beatings and torture; they were deprived
of food and medical attention, and suffered arbitrary death.
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EXX3 Meal Time at Changi, drawing by Murray Griffin, POW,
1943
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Changi POW camp

Changi was a collection of former British Army barracks
and a small civilian prison spread across several sites. The
Changi complex held as many as 70000 POWs, usually
with five men in a room originally built for one person.
The harsh conditions also caused illnesses such as malaria,
beriberi, dysentery and infections from wounds, which
increased the death rate among the prisoners. Despite
their physical condition and the terrible treatment they
received, POWs were forced to work for food. Groups of
POWs at Changi were constantly sent to other camps in
the Japanese-occupied areas to work. Failure to work to a
Japanese soldier’s satisfaction meant beatings at the very
least. Disrespect often resulted in torture and brutal death
such as beheading.

Thai-Burma railway

In 1943, Japan’s military needed to send supply to its
troops who were fighting the Allies in Burma so decided to
build a railway to link Thailand with Burma. About 60000
Allied POWs and 200000 South-East Asian labourers were
forced to build 420 kilometres of track by hand through
dense jungle. Constant physical labour, lack of food and
the unhealthy tropical environment caused the deaths of at
least 2800 Australians, as well as more than 11000 Allied
prisoners and perhaps 75000 Asian workers. Amid the
suffering and death, individuals such as “Weary’ Dunlop—a

An Australian POW suffering from the effects of

. malnutrition while working on the Burma Railway, 1945
courageous leader and compassionate surgeon—became

famous for never giving up and always helping others.

Did you know?

Hiroo Onoda, an

Imperial Japanese Army
intelligence officer who
fought in World War 11,
never surrendered in
1945. For almost 30 years
he held his position in
the Philippines because
he was waiting for his
commanding officer to
order him to stop fighting.
In 1974, his former
commander travelled
from Japan to personally
issue orders relieving him
from duty.

EXX] An Incident on the Burma Railway, drawing by Murray Griffin, POW
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EXX] Soldiers standing outside huts at Changi after the camp’s liberation in September 1945

Remembering and understanding d Why do you think the state of the defences
1 What was the strategic importance of was as suggested by the writer?
Singapore for the British? 5 Study Sources 2.6.6 and 2.6.7. What can

2 What tactics did the Japanese use to defeat you see in these images in relation to food

the British in Malaya? deprivation, private belongings, comfort,
i i climate effects and conditions encouraging
Applying and analysing disease?

3 Study Source 2.6.1. What evidence can you
find that helps prove the following assertions?
a The British were deeply disappointed.
b The Japanese were proud of their
achievement in defeating the British.
4 Study Source 2.6.3.
a What opinion did the British have of
Japan’s fighting ability?
b How do you think this affected defence
preparations?
¢ What weaknesses in Singapore’s planned
defences are referred to by the writer?

Evaluating and creating

6 Japanese soldiers believed that being taken
as a POW was dishonourable. Research
Bushido, the code of the samurai, and write an
article for a newspaper explaining what this
meant from the Japanese point of view.

7 Research 'Weary' Dunlop and create a
presentation that explains his contribution as
a POW. Make sure you include your opinion
of the impact such a person would have in a
Japanese POW camp.
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which was valuable for its harbour and airfields. If the Japanese
took Port Moresby, they would then be able to fly bombers to
attack locations in Australia as far away as Brisbane.

The Japanese navy had earlier tried to invade Port Moresby
but had been turned back with a major loss in the Battle of
the Coral Sea in May 1942. The Japanese were forced to land
troops, well-equipped with mountain artillery and machine
guns, in Papua. The aim was to march over the Owen
Stanley Range and capture Port Moresby.

The extent of the Japanese occupied/conquered area
in Pacific. Note the ‘bump’ in New Guinea where the airbase
at Port Moresby was crucial to their security and ability to
attack Australia.
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Australia’s response

The only troops remaining in Australia were the Citizen
Military Force (CMF) or militia. A militia group called
Maroubra Force, consisting of the 39th CMF Battalion, was
sent to intercept the Japanese as early as possible along the
Kokoda Track leading to Port Moresby. They met in the
Kokoda area on 23 July 1942.

The CMF

In 1939, the government reintroduced conscription based
on the Defence Act 1903, which allowed only for conscription
for military service in Australia. Due to the direct threat
from Japan, there was little public outcry. All single men
aged 21 were required to join the CMF to prepare them for
‘home defence’.

By late 1941, Japanese forces had begun moving south in
the Pacific, taking territory and threatening Australia. This
threat converted newly-elected Prime Minister Curtin from
an opponent of conscription to proponent. The next year,
conscription to the CMF was extended to all men aged
21-35 and all single men aged 35-45. In February 1943,
Curtin enacted the Defence Act to expand the definition of
‘home defence’ to include a wider area of South-East Asia so
militia (conscripts) could defend Australia further afield.

In 1942, as the European war worsened, the total
number of militia had reached more than 250000 men.

During 1939-1940, the keenest young men and some of
the more experienced had volunteered for the AIF, lured by
patriotic pride and expectations of adventure. In contrast,
the CMF, being largely conscripts, was comparatively low on
enthusiasm, skills and experience.

MILITIA UNITS FIGHT JAPS AT KOKODA—Enemy’s
Match in Jungle Warfare

Australian troops who have given such a good account
of themselves in Jungle skirmishes around Kokoda

are normally enlisted militia units. This can now be
revealed following several weeks of stiff fighting, during
which they have held up the advance of numerically
superior Japanese forces, and inflicted heavy
casualties in daring raids.

Geoffrey Hutton, war correspondent, The Argus,
24 August 1942

Saturday 29 August, 1942—bullets everywhere—hell on
earth amongst the clouds in the mountains.

Extract from the diary of Private Stewart John Clarke
2/14 Battalion, describing the Kokoda Track

Members of the 39th Battalion, CMF, parade after weeks of fighting in the Kokoda campaign, 1942
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Did you know?

CMF troops were derogatively referred to among
AlF soldiers as ‘chocos’ (chocolate soldiers who
melted under the heat of battle) and ‘koalas’ (a
protected species, which could not be shot or
exported).
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Imita Ridge—the ‘Golden Stairs’, 1942. When climbing
the stairs, soldiers had to lift their leg over logs and put their
foot down on the step in what was frequently a puddle of
mud and water up to 15 centimetres deep.
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Kokoda Track fighting

The two CMF battalions numbered a total of 1600-1700
men and were vastly outnumbered by the attacking Japanese
force, which was made up of 13 500 men with more troops
still in Buna. The poorly-trained and poorly-equipped CMF
engaged in fighting retreats slowing the Japanese advance.
Despite heavy losses, the CMF battalions repelled and
evaded the Japanese force until the 7th Division arrived

late in August. The commander of the Maroubra Force,
Brigadier Arnold Potts, aided by Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph
Honner, believed that the CMF would surely lose to the well-
equipped, more numerous Japanese. However, they believed
that a slow fighting retreat would at least force the Japanese
to advance warily and slowly as they stopped to respond to
Australian-holding actions, and this would use up time.

The fighting conditions were extraordinarily difficult. The
Owen Stanley Range consists of steep mountains that

can rise to 4000 metres. Troops marched on steep slopes,
usually covered in mud and jungle, at a terribly slow pace.
Heat, humidity, vision obscured by dense jungle, malaria,
frequent saturating rain, insects, mud, breathing difficulties
at altitude, lack of food, lack of sleep, forever moving on, all
added to the great danger of fighting a well-equipped and
more numerous enemy that killed prisoners.

Victory on the Kokoda Track

By mid-September, the fight was now led by the returned
7th Division, which had quickly adapted to the jungle
conditions; for example, learning to dye their uniforms
jungle green for camouflage. The 7th Division fought the
Japanese advance to a standstill just outside Port Moresby,
by which time the Japanese supplies had been exhausted.
Only around 5000 retreating Japanese soldiers survived to
reach bases at Buna and Gona. In 1943, all Japanese soldiers
were slowly, and with much bloodshed, ejected from New
Guinea or killed. Famous battlefields on the northern coast
of Papua include Buna, Gona, Milne Bay and Sanananda.

Factors helping the Australians

The near impassable terrain prevented military transport
of food, medicines and ammunition to the troops. The
difference between the Australian and Japanese supply
problem was the ‘Biscuit Bomber’—planes dropping
supplies by parachute. The Australian forces were thus
advantaged because of aircraft, which were able to drop just
enough supplies. The local population also supported them.
They did not fight but acted as bearers of wounded soldiers
and carried supplies to the Australians. Many soldiers owed
their lives to the New Guineans who they called ‘Fuzzy
Wuzzy Angels’.



vicinity of Uberi on the Kokoda Track, September 1942

Skills builder

Investigating sources

Historians analyse primary and secondary
sources to explain what happened in the past.
Sources help them to develop an informed
explanation about places, people and events.
Read the section in the Toolkit chapter (Unit 1.2)
about investigating sources before doing these

activities.

Apply

1 Read Source 2.7.4. How reliable do you think
this source is? Give reasons for your answer.

2 Look at the photo in Source 2.7.6.

a How does this source help you to
understand the challenges the soldiers
faced when fighting in New Guinea?

b Does Source 2.7.7 provide you with the
same information? Why or why not?

3 Do some research online and find two visual

sources that you could use to illustrate
the support the Indigenous people of New
Guinea gave Australian soldiers.

Remembering and understanding

1

2

Why did the Japanese want to capture Port
Moresby?

Explain why there were no regular AlIF
troops to help the CMF in July 1942.

What were the differences between the
CMF and AIF?

Where could the CMF be sent to fight after
the change to legislation in 1943?

Applying and analysing

5

Construct a timeline of the events referred to
in the unit. Label clearly as CMF, AlF, United
States and Japanese troops’ actions.
‘Armies march on their stomachs.” What
relevance has this quote to the New Guinea
campaign?

Study Source 2.7.4. Why do you think the
skirmishes around Kokoda could ‘now be
revealed?

Do you think the AIF would have still called
the CMF forces ‘chocos’ and ‘koalas’ at the
end of the war? Explain.
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Genocide

Genocide is the act or process used to kill an entire ethnic
group or race. The German Nazi government’s systematic
and brutal murder of more than 6 million people during
World War II is known as the Holocaust. Primarily targeting
Jews, the Holocaust resulted in the death of three-quarters
of Europe’s Jewish population. It is one of the most dreadful
episodes in human history.

German anti-Semitism

Anti-Semitism or hostility against the Jews has been
recorded back to ancient times. Since being driven from
their homeland by the Romans 2000 years ago, Jewish
people were forced to migrate around the world (known as
the Jewish ‘diaspora’). As a minority group in many of the
places they settled, they were treated as second-class citizens
and subjected to discrimination, persecution and isolation.
They were widely regarded with suspicion and often used as
a scapegoat for many social problems.

Hitler's anti-Semitism

Following the humiliating defeat of Germany in World
War I, and subsequent collapse of the German economy,
the Jewish community was blamed for profiteering from
the war. The Nazi party rose to political prominence on a
platform of restoring German pride and power. The leader
of the Nazis, Adolf Hitler, had outlined his anti-Semitism
in his book Mein Kampf, which was published in two
volumes in 1925 and 1926. Hitler proposed to create a pure
‘Aryan’ or ‘master race’, by eradicating those he identified
as subhuman classes of people (labeled ‘Untermenschen’).
These included Jews, Slavs, the Sinti/Romani people (often
referred to as Gypsies), criminals, people with disabilities
and homosexuals.

Germany 1933-1938

When the Nazi party came into power in 1933, at the height
of the Great Depression, they increased propaganda against
the Jews, blaming them for Germany’s post-war economic
problems. As the Nazi party increased its power, they began
to implement policies to systematically take away the rights
of Jews so that they:

were banned from working in the government

had their shops and businesses boycotted

had the right to vote removed

had their German citizenship revoked

were banned from the army

were banned from marrying non-Jews

YYVYVYVYYVYY

were expelled from German schools.
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These and other discriminatory policies were enforced by
the Schutzstaffel or SS (the ‘protection squadron’) and

the Gestapo (secret state police). This included sending
Jews and other political enemies to political prisons called
concentration camps. Due to the increasing hostility,
many Jews decided to flee Germany and migrated to other
countries in Europe and around the world. Those who fled
included the world-renowned scientist Albert Einstein and
psychologist Sigmund Freud. However, for various reasons,
including being unable to take any money or assets if they
left, many Jews decided to remain at home in Germany.

Germany 1938-1941

From 1938, the persecution of Jews became extreme and the
Nazi government openly encouraged violent mobs to attack
Jews and their businesses and synagogues. This violence
culminated in Kristallnacht or the ‘night of broken glass’
when 8000 Jewish-owned businesses and 200 synagogues
were destroyed, and over 90 Jews were murdered. No one
was investigated or prosecuted for these crimes.

With the outbreak of war in 1939, following the German
invasion of Poland, Jews from across Germany and German-
occupied areas were transported to cities in Poland and
forced to live in prescribed areas known as ghettos. The
ghettos were overcrowded, lacked food, fuel and medicines
and as such were subject to outbreaks of disease. Movement
of Jews outside of the ghettos was restricted and from

1941 all Jews had to wear the Star of David on their clothing
to identify them publicly as Jews. As conditions in the
ghettos worsened the number of Jews sent to concentration
camps increased.

The ‘final solution’

By 1941, Germany and its allies controlled Poland, the
Baltic States and most of Eastern Europe, including parts
of Russia. In these territories there were an estimated

4.3 million Jews, and in 1942 the Wannsee Conference held
in Berlin sought a ‘final solution to the Jewish problem’.
The solution was the deportation or extermination of

all Jews from German-occupied territories. Orders were
given to execute Jewish POWs, and to establish death
camps to facilitate the mass murder of Jews and other
Untermenschen groups.

The final solution was overseen by Heinrich Himmler, the
leader of the SS, who established paramilitary units and
expanded the death camps dedicated to the systematic
murdering of Jews, other Untermenschen groups and the
Nazi’s political enemies.



Concentration camps

The term ‘concentration camp’ describes a large prison

camp used to intern prisoners of war. Under the Nazis,

many concentration camps were established throughout the
German-occupied territories. Jews and the other Untermenschen
were rounded up and transported in overcrowded cattle trains
for long distances to the concentration camps. The most
physically-able prisoners were housed in labour camps, where
they were forced to do manual labour and manufacturing

jobs in support of the German military. Prisoners who

were considered weak and unable to work, including young
children and the elderly were sent to their deaths immediately.
Concentration camps were brutal places and overcrowded, and
prisoners often died of hunger and disease.

EXE] Jewish women and children on their way to their
deaths at Auschwitz

Systematic death

By 1942, a number of concentration camps had been
expanded to become ‘death camps’. The main camps were
operated by the SS. The largest one was at Auschwitz. Other
sites included Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor and Belzec.

The death camps were purpose-built to facilitate the

mass extermination of Jews and other groups. They were
designed to resemble transition centres and prisoners were
told they were being taken there to be transported to other
camps. Large groups of prisoners were told to undress and
were then sent into rooms designed to resemble shower
blocks. The doors were then locked and poisonous gas
pumped into the chamber until all the prisoners were
asphyxiated to death. The bodies were then removed and
burned in large crematoriums or buried in mass graves.

EX¥] Czestawa Kwoka, age 14, went to Auschwitz with her
mother. Within three months, both were dead. Wilhelm Brasse,
the photographer (and fellow prisoner) recalled, ‘She was so
young and so terrified... She cried but she could do nothing.’

Liberation of camps

As the Allied forces entered German-occupied areas between
1944 and 1945 they liberated the concentration camps. In
many of the camps, the German guards tried to destroy
evidence of their crimes by quickly shooting the remaining
prisoners or burning them alive while locked in their
sleeping quarters. Many more Jews died in forced ‘death
marches’ held between March and May 1945 as the Allied
armies approached. By the time the camps were liberated,
over 6 million Jews had been murdered.

Nuremberg Trials

At the end of the war, the Allies held a war crimes tribunal
in the German city of Nuremberg from 1945 to 1947. At
the trial, twenty-four surviving leaders of the Nazis and
German Military were prosecuted for war crimes, including
the systematic extermination of Jews and other groups.
Twelve of the leaders were sentenced to be executed, and the
remainder were given lengthy prison terms.

Remembering and understanding

1 Define the term ‘genocide’.

2 Inwhat document did Hitler first reveal his
hatred of Jews?

3 Which group supervised the operation of the
‘final solution™?

Applying and analysing

4 Explain how Hitler and the Nazis were able
to take away the rights of Jewish people in
Germany.

What other groups of people were also killed?

6 Why do you think these other groups were
targeted?

g1
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Race for an atomic bomb

Prior to the war, a number of countries, including the
United States, Russia, Germany and Japan, had begun
research in the new area of atomic energy. The outbreak of
war meant that they now turned their attention to how this
new technology could be applied to building a powerful
bomb. The race to build an atomic bomb began in earnest.

Manhattan Project

Many Jewish scientists, including Albert Einstein, fled
Germany after 1933 and sought refuge in Britain and

the United States. They were able to provide important
intelligence to the Allies about Germany’s program. In 1939,
United States President Franklin Roosevelt established

the Advisory Committee on Uranium, which was charged
with determining whether the creation of a nuclear

fission weapon was possible. The committee confirmed

the possibility and the president made the decision to
commence production of atomic bombs. In September
1942, this secret work—codenamed the Manhattan Project—
commenced.

By 1943, there were more than 100000 scientists, engineers
and clerks spread across the United States working on the
Manhattan Project. In July 1945, the first atomic bomb was
tested successfully in New Mexico.

The German program was halted in 1943 due to the loss
of their heavy water supply and the belief that developing
a bomb would take some years. Both Japan and the Soviet
Union were also conducting research, but had made only
limited progress.

Now | am become Death, the destroyer of worlds.

EXEl J. Robert Oppenheimer (chief scientist on the
Manhattan Project) after viewing the atomic bomb test at
Los Alamos, 1945

The end of the war in Asia

In July 1945, Japan refused to surrender unconditionally.
Soon after, United States President Harry Truman stated
that an atomic bomb was the only way to end World War
IT quickly and force Japan’s unconditional surrender with
minimal bloodshed.

On 6 August 1945, an atomic bomb, dropped by United
States B-29 bomber Enola Gay, destroyed Hiroshima, Japan
(see Source 2.9.2). An estimated 80000 people were killed
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instantly. Three days later, the B-29 Bockscar released a
second atomic bomb on Nagasaki and a further 50000
people were killed.

Long-term effects of the bomb

By 1950, it is estimated that another 200000 people

had died as a result of radiation poisoning and related
causes. These two bombs represent the only nuclear attack
in history.

Six days after the second atomic bomb had been dropped
on Nagasaki, Japan surrendered. The horrific effects on
the bombs’ victims shocked observers, who described
cities reduced to ash and watched terribly injured people
just waiting to die. The development and use of nuclear
weaponry hailed a new era in war.

Divided opinions

The ethics of the decision to use atomic bombs in World
War II continues to divide academics and society in general.
The shocking effects, both immediate and long term, on

the civilian population (including children, families and
Korean-forced labourers) conflicts with the belief of many
that war should target ‘those responsible’. Others argue

that the war, if fought conventionally, would have inflicted a
great number of deaths both in Japan and the United States.
However, a number of historians discount this as President
Truman’s main motivation in using nuclear weaponry.
Other motives put forward by these historians include

the desire to assert power over communist Russia, show
strength in the domestic political arena, satisfy scientific
curiosity and justify the immense expenditure on the
research and development of the bombs.

The nature of an atomic
explosion

The bomb that destroyed Hiroshima was called ‘Little Boy’.
Experts suggest it had 13-16 kilotons of TNT in destructive
power. The Nagasaki bomb had about 21-23 kilotons of
TNT and was called ‘Fat Man’. As a reference, 1 megaton of
TNT is enough energy to power an average household for
more than 100000 years (1000 megatons = 1 kiloton).

The atomic explosions created waves, or blasts of high
pressure, that killed people instantly, as well as blowing
apart buildings and structures. In Hiroshima, steel-framed
buildings 4 kilometres away from the centre of the blast
were destroyed. Resultant flying debris caused further death
and injury.



EXF] A view of the devastation caused by the atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima in Japan on 6 August 1945

In the first few milliseconds of an atomic blast, a wave of The blasts also emitted gamma rays and neutrons, causing
UV radiation is released that can raise the temperature on radiation injury and illness. Even if not immediately
a person’s skin by 50 degrees, even when they are nearly 4 deadly to people in the area, they caused many deaths asa
kilometres away. This flash radiation would have instantly result of organ failure, internal bleeding and cancer in the
killed people and set fire to flammable materials in the area. succeeding months.
A
LS | 2C
Remembering and understanding Evaluating and creating
1 What were the names of the planes that 5 In pairs or groups, create an advertisement
dropped the atomic bombs on human targets? for television that is designed to convince
2 Why did President Truman believe it was watchers that nuclear warfare is wrong and
necessary to drop an atomic bomb on that every country in the world should destroy
Hiroshima? their nuclear weapons and pledge never to

build such weapons again.

6 Research chemical warfare and write an
essay explaining why it can be just as
threatening as nuclear warfare.

Applying and analysing

3 Discuss the arguments for and against
dropping the atomic bombs on Japan.

4 Study Source 2.9.2. Describe the scene.
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During the war, it was essential to increase manufacturing
of weapons and wartime goods, and to sustain production
of food and other essential products. To maintain the
economy and the war effort, the Australian government
imposed tight wartime controls, requiring sacrifices and
hard work of the Australian public.

Rationing

In response to the shortage of labour and resources,
rationing was imposed on the Australian public.

From 1940, certain foods were rationed at certain times,
including butter, sugar, milk and tea (normally imported
from Asia). Ration book coupons were to be presented when
buying food. Only one book of coupons was provided per
year, so they had to be managed carefully to ensure they
would last. People were encouraged to be self-sufficient and
grow their own food. The purchase of items deemed luxuries
or necessary to the war effort was also rationed or restricted,
including clothing, petrol, furniture and firewood.

Although living conditions were generally lowered during

the war period, resource shortages and rationing were not as
severe in Australia as in Britain. Rationing aimed to reduce
unnecessary consumption, to focus manufacturing on

war necessities like weapons and to ensure that necessary
resources, like food, were shared fairly among the public. In
1942, Curtin’s government carried out an austerity campaign
encouraging people to live simply and to make sacrifices

HES COMING SOUTH

EET¥N Propaganda poster of World War 1I, 1943
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during the war. Other restrictions included limits on travel and
sporting events. The government encouraged people to invest
the money they saved by rationing into government bonds
called Victory Loans, which were directed to the war effort.

Most Australians accepted rationing and restrictions, and
many invested in bonds. They did so with the understanding
that they were all contributing to the war effort. Still,

a black market emerged from which people purchased
rationed goods without coupons.

Propaganda in Australia

In World War II Australia, propaganda was formalised in
the Department of Information created by the Australian
government’s National Security Act 1939. It was guided

by the Director-General of Information Keith Murdoch.
The department produced propaganda in the form of
posters, news articles, radio programs and films shown
before the main feature at cinemas.

Propaganda exaggerated positive events, actions and
thoughts while negative events and actions were minimised
or ignored. This extended to oversimplification of difficult
issues and hyperbole in place of reporting. Propaganda
also manipulated the public using emotion and fear. In the
early stages of the war, propaganda vilified the Germans
and Italians. When the Japanese entered the conflict and
Australia was directly threatened, the propaganda escalated
to new levels and the Japanese were vilified to the point of
stereotype and racism.

Censorship in Australia

During World War II, the Australian government amended
the National Security Act so that radio, film and all

printed materials could be regulated. The Department of
Information was granted significant powers to withhold or
release information to the public. The government even had
the power to force newspapers to print the government’s
‘view’ on issues.

The government used these powers to suppress information
that might cause panic among the public or turn public
support against the war effort. For example, the government
tried to conceal the knowledge that Australia was ill-
equipped for war and largely isolated from its Allies. A
specific example of censorship occurred when Melbourne’s
newspaper, The Argus, wrote about two air raids on Darwin
on 21 February 1942. The headline read, ‘17 killed in raids
on Darwin: 6 enemy planes shot down’. In reality, almost
250 people had died. It was argued that this downplaying of
negative news prevented alarm in Australian society.



The department also had the power to censor soldiers’
letters. The government read private letters and could
remove any information considered sensitive to the
military effort (see Source 2.10.2). Telephone calls were also
monitored and could be cut at any point.

SECURITY STAMBLATOR W &

your letters CAN foll into enemy hands!

DPont be a RF‘.
THINK BEFORE YOU WRITE

EET¥] Poster urging people to be careful not to discuss
military information in private letters, 1943

‘Enemy aliens’

With the coming of the war, nationals of countries at war
with Australia were deemed ‘enemy aliens’. As soon as war
was declared in 1939, more than 1000 German men were
arrested and interned in special camps for the rest of the
war. When Italy entered the war, thousands of resident
Italians were also interned. Similarly, Japanese nationals
were later detained. During the war, as many as 7000
Australian residents were held in internment camps across
Australia and approximately 8000 people were sent to
Australia to be interned. The camps were generally located
away from major cities to ensure that the potential ‘spies’
were isolated and unable to contact the enemy. While the
idea of spies might seem fanciful, there was evidence to
suggest that spying for enemy forces did occur.

Well-known large camps across Australia included:
Enoggera, Queensland

Harvey, Western Australia

Hay, New South Wales

Holsworthy, New South Wales

Loveday, South Australia

Rottnest Island, Western Australia
Tatura/Rushworth, Victoria

Cowra, New South Wales (see Source 2.10.3).

YYYVYVYYVYYY

Internment camps varied in standard. Camps were often
hastily built and bare of all but accommodation buildings,
but in many camps the internees grew fruit trees and tended
vegetable gardens.

Cowra was also a POW camp, which saw the unsuccessful
revolt of the Japanese, a large majority of whom were POWs, in
the Cowra Breakout on 5 August 1944. During the breakout a
total of 231 Japanese and four Australian soldiers were killed.

Internment camp at Cowra, New South Wales, 1944

Did you know?

The Japanese prisoners who died at Cowra are
buried in a specially-made Japanese War Cemetery.
This is the only such cemetery in Australia.

Remembering and understanding

1 What government legislation created a
department for censorship?

2 Why do you think ‘enemy aliens’ were kept
in camps far from main cities?

3 Discuss the reasons the government
censored the real details about the raid
on Darwin.

4 Discuss the impact of rationing and other
austerity measures on the Australian public
and the military based in Australia.

Applying and analysing

5 Study Source 2.10.1. Describe how the
enemy is shown. How would this make
people feel?

6 Do you think censorship during the war was
appropriate? Explain.
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New opportunities

World War II saw major changes in the role and status of
women in Australian society. As men went to war and jobs
became vacant, women became the main source of labour.
By taking on roles as radio operators, mechanics, clerks and
farmers, women broke free of the home and their traditional
roles (see Source 2.11.1).

New roles for women

As men left for military service, women did both paid and
unpaid work in military and commercial spheres. They were
trained for highly-skilled positions such as radar operators
and intelligence analysts, transport roles such as drivers and
pilots, service roles such as cooks and nurses, and labour
roles such as farmers and mechanics. Their places of work
varied from production lines to shipyards, offices, airfields
and farms. Tasks varied from sewing uniforms to nursing
injured soldiers, answering telephones and building aircraft.

At the beginning of the war, women’s pay was as low as 54
per cent of the men’s rate. By the end of the war, this had
risen to approximately 70 per cent. In jobs that had

traditionally been male only, the rate had risen to as high as
90 per cent of the men’s rate.

4

sz \[|CTORY JOB

APPLY AT YOUR NEAREST NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE

EETEY Six women workers representing the WRANS, AWAS,
WAAAF, AWLA, AAMWS and a munitions worker on a
wartime poster. The poster aimed to encourage women to
help the war effort.
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Female prisoners of war

Women were not permitted to serve in battle. However,
approximately 3500 Australian military nurses served in
battle zones. A number of these women became POWs in
Singapore and Japan among other places. Their accounts,
like those of the men, reveal the brutal and inhumane
treatment they received as prisoners of the Japanese,
including lack of food and filthy conditions.

They felt, | think, that if we didn’t eat we might die and
that'd be a jolly good idea.

EET®] Military nurse Florence Syer talking about her time in
a Japanese POW camp

The varied role of women in war
Women with families also had significant new roles to fill
at home. They continued to perform traditional tasks of
cooking, cleaning and caring for children. They also had
to manage the finances and the additional difficulties of
rationing and, often, smaller incomes.

Women's organisations

The federal government organised women into groups to
support key military needs. The following organisations
were officially sanctioned and promoted as suitable for
women in Australia during World War I

Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force
The Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF) was
formed in March 1941. Women performed most air force
roles, including skilled technical work such as signallers,

R L
EXEE] WAAAF members cleaning and overhauling
a RAAF plane, 1945



pilots and mechanics, intelligence work, and service roles
such as cooks and stewardesses. They made up 10 per
cent of RAAF ground staff. More than 18000 women were
serving by October 1944; in total, 27000 enlisted during
the war.

Australian Women’s Army Service

The Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) was formed
in August 1941. Women who enlisted were required to be
single and between 18 and 45 years of age. They performed
skilled technical work as telecommunications officers and
mechanics, did administration work, and filled service roles
as cooks and support staff. Approximately 20000 members
were serving by January 1944; in total, more than 24000
women joined the service during the war. Members served
with the Royal Australian Artillery helping in Fixed Defence
positions; for example, operating anti-aircraft gun radars
and searchlights. They also served overseas towards the end
of the war, with 350 of their members in New Guinea.

Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service
The Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS) was
officially formed in October 1942, although training had
begun in April of that year. Most members took on work

as telegraphists, clerks, drivers, cooks, stewardesses and
orderlies, but some had roles as technical specialists involved
in classified work. Approximately 3000 women served over
the course of the war.

Australian Women'’s Land Army

The Australian Women’s Land Army (AWLA) was formed

in July 1942. Members enrolled full-time for twelve months
or as temporary members to assist during peak periods.
More than 2000 permanent members and 1000 auxiliaries
were serving by December 1943. Women performed roles in
all aspects of agricultural life, and were therefore crucial to
food production. The land army was a civilian organisation
(government plans to make the AWLA a fourth women’s
military service did not eventuate before the war ended) and
members were paid by the farmers who employed them,
not the government. Many women worked on family farms
outside the AWLA, as women already working or living on a
farm were not eligible to become members.

Australian Army Medical Women’s
Service

The Australian Army Medical Women’s Service (AAMWS)
was formed in 1942. Most women were from the Red Cross
or St John Ambulance volunteers. More that 8500 women
served as nurses, nurse’s aides and technicians in military
hospitals in Australia and overseas.

Women after World War II

Immediately following the end of the war, many women had
to give up their work outside the home. The government
aimed to support returning servicemen to take up their
former employment. However, the wartime experience

and responsibilities of women, whether in government or
business, were still deeply valued. And for some businesses,
retaining skilled and experienced women on staff was an
advantage—especially as women’s salaries were lower.

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain how women helped the Australian
armed forces (army, air force and navy).

2 The enemy captured some women. How is
this possible if they were not allowed into
battle zones?

3 Why did some businesses think it was an
advantage to hire women rather than men
after the end of the war?

Applying and analysing
4 How were women'’s lives affected by
working in income-producing occupations?

5 Discuss how the war changed the lives of
working women.

Evaluating and creating

6 Imagine you are a mother at home in
Australia during World War Il looking after
your young children while your husband
serves overseas.

a Research what life was like for people
living in Melbourne during the war.

b Write a letter to your husband describing
your day-to-day life and the difficulties
that you have to deal with.

7 Research the life of Vivian Bullwinkel, an
Australian nurse who was captured by
the Japanese. Put together a brochure
explaining what happened to her during
the war and afterwards, and why she is
considered a heroine.
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VA¥V] Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples in World War II

Volunteering to fight

Despite being banned from joining the armed forces,
many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men still
volunteered, fought and died for Australia during World
War II. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women also
joined the four women’s services; and the men who did not
enlist instead worked for the military in other roles. World
War II allowed Indigenous Australians to receive wages and
education, and to make social contacts they had no access
to previously.

There was a job to be done...all of a sudden the colour
line disappeared.

EETE] Oodgeroo Noonucal (formerly known as Kath Walker),
poet and AWAS signaller

-
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More than 3000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

peoples served in the AIF, CMF, RAAF and RAN. To avoid

the restriction against their enlistment at the beginning of
the war, some men concealed their backgrounds. Another
3000 men who did not enlist worked observing the coastlines,
watching for Japanese ships and aircraft movements.

Special military units in the north of Australia were set up
to employ these men.

» North Australia Observer Unit (NAOU) soldiers were
also known as ‘Nackeroos’. They patrolled northern
Australia from the Kimberley to the Gulf of Carpentaria,
watching out for Japanese landings.

» Torres Strait Force was a military command unit, which
patrolled the Torres Strait shipping route. Soldiers
received one-third of non-Indigenous soldiers’ pay.

» Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion, formed in 1941,
was the only Indigenous battalion in Australian history.
Nearly every Torres Strait Islander male enlisted. Initially
patrolling the Northern Territory to protect the Torres
Strait, the group trained as a military unit and became

Indigenous volunteers in the Australian Military Forces (AMF) at Wangaratta, 1942
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an official battalion in 1943. They were initially paid only
one-third the rate of non-Indigenous soldiers. Their pay
was raised to two-thirds after a strike in late 1943.

» Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance Unit mainly
comprised Yolngu men from Yirrkala lands. The unit
patrolled Darwin and East Arnhem Land and the men
were paid in tobacco, pipes and fishing equipment.

Treatment in service

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people employed in the
unofficial military units received low wages and were subject
to continued discrimination and social isolation. Those
enrolled in the official military forces (the militia, AIF, RAAF
and RAN) received pay equal to that of non-Indigenous
enlistees. Most were treated with respect within their own
units, although there were cases of discrimination—usually
from people outside of their units. On returning to civilian
life, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were
usually not recognised for their efforts. They were not eligible
for veteran benefits (including land allotments) received by
non-Indigenous servicemen; generally, they returned to the
same treatment they had experienced pre-war. Today, World
War II Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander servicemen and
women march proudly on Anzac Day.

Leonard (Len) Waters

Leonard (Len) Waters, shown in Source 2.12.3, was born at
Euraba Mission, New South Wales, in 1924. In August 1942,
Waters joined the RAAF, first working as a member of ground
crew and in 1943 began training as a pilot. He finished fourth
in his course. Waters was posted to Noemfoor Island, western
New Guinea, as a pilot. In his Kittyhawk fighter, Black Magic,
he flew more than ninety sorties (missions) in service, and was
promoted to Flight Sergeant in January 1945. Waters is the
only known Aboriginal World War II pilot.

Civilian Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander labour

Northern Australia was a hive of activity during World

War II Directly threatened by the Japanese, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples of northern Western Australia,
Northern Territory and Queensland made conspicuous
contributions to the war effort. The coasts of northern
Australia (Darwin in particular) were the bases and ports for
the fight against the Japanese. Here, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples performed valuable labour tasks for
the military and helped sustain the infrastructure needed to
support the huge numbers of Australian and United States
forces in the area. Many Indigenous Australians had contact
with visiting African-American soldiers. Although the
African-Americans served in segregated units, they received
higher pay and had gained certain civil rights within their
society, such as the right to vote. These African-American
men served as role models for some Indigenous Australians.

EEPE] Sergeant Leonard Waters, 78 Squadron, RAAF,
possibly in the cockpit of his P40 fighter plane, Black Magic,
1945

In Katherine, in the Northern Territory, Aboriginal people
performed a variety of tasks for military units stationed
nearby. They made cement, cut down trees, tended fruit
and vegetable gardens, slaughtered cattle for food, stacked
ammunition, worked as hospital orderlies at Katherine
Hospital and dismantled machines for repair. Throughout
northern Australia in general, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples did work for the military that varied from
locating unexploded bombs to recovering crashed aircraft,
building roads for bases and towns and building airfields.
Towards the end of the war, the army was employing
approximately 20 per cent of the Northern Territory’s
Indigenous population.

Remembering and understanding

1 How much were Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander soldiers paid in the Northern
Territory service?

2 What was the role of the Torres Strait Light
Infantry Battalion?

3 How did Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples not in the armed forces help the
military?

4 Why were the coasts of northern Australia
at risk from the Japanese?

Applying and analysing

5 Study Source 2.12.1. How did the actions of
the Australian army prove this quote correct?

6 Discuss the impact of contact among

African-American soldiers and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander soldiers.
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World War II casualties
and deaths

The total number of World War II deaths from all causes
was more than 50 million (with some estimates placing

the number as high as almost 80 million). In World War II,
almost 1 million Australian men and women out of a
population of 7 million served in the military. About 40 000
Australian military personnel and 700 Australian civilians
died (a low number of civilian deaths compared to other
countries involved in the war). More than 30000 Australian
servicemen became POWs—two-thirds of them in Japanese
camps, where approximately 8000 died.

Returning soldiers and
war widows

At the close of the war, Australian soldiers began returning
from all over the world in various states of health. These
men needed to be rehabilitated and retrained for civilian

EEEEY Australian prisoners at Changi POW camp greet Allied
soldiers as they liberate the camp, 19 September 1945.
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work. Returned soldiers were granted government assistance
to ease the difficulties of living and working, and received
war service, repatriation and disability pensions.

The Depression years had seen few houses built and,
although Australia was spared the massive destruction some
other countries experienced during the war, virtually no
building had occurred during the war either. As a result,
returning soldiers often lived with relatives and many
families shared houses. A house-building boom soon began.

The war had made many wives widows and children
fatherless, who also needed help. Government assistance
included war widows’ pensions, which had been introduced
in 1942 (although they had existed in New South Wales
from 1926). Organisations such as Legacy, which targeted
this issue, also assisted families.

Post-war government

During wartime, the federal government had assumed
control of many aspects of economic and social life,
including income taxation (previously controlled by the
states). After the war, Ben Chifley’s Labor government
continued to ensure that it had a strong presence in the
everyday life of Australians. The Chifley government also
used the opportunity provided by Australia’s booming
economy to extend more benefits to society.

The Chifley government regulated wages, rent and the
banking system. Specific contributions included creating
the Commonwealth Employment Service, extending the
age pension, injecting federal funds into public housing,
introducing the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)
and helping establish the Australian National University.
Chifley also directed the government purchase of
Qantas® and established the Snowy Mountains Hydro-
Electric Scheme and the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation (ASIO).

| try to think of the Labour movement...as a movement
bringing something better to the people, better
standards of living, greater happiness to the mass of
the people. We have a great objective—the light on the
hill—which we aim to reach by working the betterment
of mankind not only here but anywhere we may give a
helping hand.

EXEF] Extract from Prime Minister Ben Chifley’s 1949 ‘light on
the hill’ speech



Post-war social and
economic changes

Family life changed as a higher percentage of people married
and had children, and did so earlier than in previous
generations. The children born in the post-war period
became known as ‘baby boomers’. The burgeoning housing
industry extended the spread of suburbs, which required
new infrastructure, and the increased use of cars required
new roads to be built. With the housing boom, the rate of
home ownership increased, moving from 40 per cent in
1947 to over 70 per cent in the 1960s.

Industry and commerce, which had been concentrated
on war production returned to producing commodities,
textiles, food and other materials needed for post-war life.

Manufacturing became a major part of the national
economy, with lawn mowers, clotheslines, washing machines

and refrigerators all being produced as a result of World War
II production lines increasing in size and variety. For the
first time, Australian agriculture was not the biggest sector
of the economy; it now competed with steel production,
chemicals and commodities.

PrANY . \ { T

EEEE] Newborn babies in 1957, part of the post-war baby
boom in Australia

New technologies

Technology first devised in wartime, or further developed
to aid the war effort, spurred a great post-war boom in
commodities, commerce, medicine and other areas. For
instance, the development of jet aircraft and pressurised
cabins revolutionised passenger travel. Penicillin was also
mass-produced and distributed for the first time. Other
technological developments during the war included
navigation and radar systems, and the cavity magnetron—a

high-powered vacuum tube that generates microwaves,
which led to the invention of the microwave oven. Synthetic
rubber and oil and, of course, nuclear energy were also
products of the war.

Immigration

In 1945, the Department of Immigration was established
and Arthur Calwell became the first Immigration
Minister. World War II and the Japanese threat had shown
that Australia’s population was too small to defend

the country. In addition, the country also required a
larger labour force to achieve economic growth. Not

only were Australians encouraged to start families, but
immigration was also promoted. Calwell used the slogan
‘populate or perish’ to encourage public acceptance of the
government policy.

While British migrants were still preferred by the
government, Australia now accepted other Europeans. Many
Europeans came to Australia to escape the devastation war
had inflicted on their homelands. By 1955, 1 million new
migrants had arrived.
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European migrants arrive in Melbourne, 1950
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In 1958, immigration was relaxed further with the
abolition of the dictation test, which had been designed
to be too difficult for non-British migrants to pass. At
this time, huge infrastructure schemes, such as the Snowy
Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme and the development
of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, had begun. These
schemes were only possible because of migrant labour,
which was hugely significant in building and changing
Australian society.
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Alliance with the United
States and the Cold War

Fear of the communist Soviet Union had greatly increased
after the Soviet's crushing victory over the Germans.
Following the war, the possibility of communism spreading
caused alarm in capitalist countries, in particular the
United States. The battle for power and dominance between
the capitalist United States and its allies (which included
Australia) and the communist Soviet Union and its allies
was termed the Cold War. When, in 1949, the Soviet Union
tested its first atomic bomb, the arms race escalated,
fostering suspicion and hostility between the Soviet Union
and the United States. The two superpowers never fought
directly, although they did provide support to opposing
sides in other nations’ wars, such as the Korean War and the
Vietnam War.

Within Australia, similar attitudes towards communism
developed. In 1949, Liberal Robert Menzies used Australians’
fear of communism in his (successful) election campaign.
Once elected, the Menzies government continued to show
its support of the United States’ fight against communism.
Australian troops were committed to the same South-East
Asia conflicts that the United States entered and, in 1950,
the government enacted the Communist Party Dissolution
Bill in an attempt to abolish the Communist Party in
Australia. The bill also allowed for the prosecution of party
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EXEX] A ‘Vote NO’ poster concerning the Communist Party
Dissolution Bill referendum, 1951, Communist Party of
Australia, Victorian State Committee
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members and barred them from public office. The bill
was later found to be unconstitutional by the High Court.
In 1951, Menzies held a referendum on allowing the
Dissolution Act, which was unsuccessful.

Cultural shifts

The closer association with the United States during the
war, including the arrival of nearly 1 million United States
troops, brought United States technologies and trends to
Australia. The arrival of television in 1956, and with it US
shows, advanced the awareness of US culture (including
consumerism) in Australia. This shift to a more consumerist
society stimulated Australian manufacturing and business.

Rock’n’roll music arrived with television in the 1950s, as
well as US fashions. Other technologies such as the polio
vaccine, jet aircraft, the Victa® lawnmower and synthetic
fibres (such as nylon) changed lifestyles in the areas of
health, transport and living standards. Australia showcased
its new wealth and technology when it hosted the Olympic
Games in Melbourne, 1956.

Remembering and understanding

1 Approximately how many Australians died in
Japanese POW camps during World War 11?

2 What problems did the newly-returned
soldiers face in Australia after the
war ended?

3 What happened to Australia’s birth rate
after the war?

4 How was post-war immigration to Australia
different from pre-war immigration?

5 What was the Cold War?

Applying and analysing

6 How did Australian culture change in the
post-war years?

7 Brainstorm some of the advantages and
disadvantages of increased government
control.

8 How do you explain the slogan ‘populate or
perish’ and increased migration to Australia?

9 Identify how the threat of communism

dominated Australia’s foreign policy after
World War 1.




Australia’s changing
relationships

Before World War II, Australia was an independent country
that retained strong ties with the British Empire. Due

to their cultural, economic and historical connections,
Australia committed to fighting alongside its ally when

war broke out in 1939. However, as the war progressed
Australia’s ties to Britain dissipated as Japan rapidly invaded
Malaya, took Britain’s key naval base in Singapore and
began attacking Australia. Fearing the British could no
longer protect them against a Japanese onslaught, Australia
turned to the strong military presence of the United States,
who assumed the unofficial role of Australia’s protector

in the Pacific. After World War II, Australia maintained
close ties with the United States. However, the Chifley
Labor government (1945-49) pushed for an independent
foreign policy, which would allow Australia to gain its own
international voice.

Australia and the United Nations
After the League of Nations’ failure to prevent World War
II, there was a need for a new body to maintain world peace.
In 1945, as the war came to an end, 51 nations met at a
conference to establish the United Nations (UN). The UN
aimed to:

» maintain worldwide peace and security

» develop relationships among nations

» foster cooperation between nations to solve economic,
social, cultural or humanitarian international problems

> provide a forum to bring countries together.

It was at this conference that Australia established its voice
as an independent nation. With Chifley’s full support,
Australia’s Minister for External Affairs, Dr H.V. Evatt led
the Australian delegation. Evatt was heavily involved in
creating the Charter of the United Nations. Pushing for a
progressive voice in international affairs, he gained respect
for championing the participation of smaller nations.

Evatt is remembered for assisting in establishing
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
also for the part he played in the negotiations that
led to the creation of Israel. Evatt was also the first
president of the United Nations General Assembly
from 1948-49.

Rising tensions

The end of World War II did not bring the lasting peace
the world hoped for, but instead a new era of political
tension known as the Cold War, which pitted capitalism
against communism. Immediately after World War II, the
Chifley government sought an independent foreign policy.
It pushed for closer relationships with its geographic
neighbours in Asia, in order to meet its own national
interests.

While Australia became more independent, it still feared
invasion and was not militarily-equipped to defend itself.

It recognised the need to maintain close ties with the
United States to ensure protection in the Pacific and to
prevent the spread of communism. After 1945, many
previously colonised Asian nations fought for independence.
With their struggles came Australia’s fear of communist
expansion throughout South-East Asia. Consequently,
Australia was one of the first countries to send troops to
Korea in the early 1950s to support the UN forces who
defended South Korea from the armed forces of communist
North Korea. To secure its defence, Australia signed two
military pacts in the 1950s.

EXE¥EY Evatt (left) and the UK Foreign Secretary Anthony
Eden (right), examining documents at a United Nations
meeting in San Francisco in 1945
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ANZUS

The ANZUS pact of 1951 was signed during the Korean
War. It required each of the signing nations—Australia, New
Zealand and the United States—to ‘coordinate their efforts
for collective defence for the preservation of peace and
security’ in the Pacific region. Amidst Cold War tensions,
the treaty aimed to stop the spread of communism. ANZUS
is still central to Australia’s current foreign policy.

SEATO

In 1954, under the Menzies government, Australia signed
another pact designed to prevent communist expansion.
The South-East Asian Treaty Organisation (SEATO) was
established by Australia, New Zealand, the United States,
Britain, France, Pakistan, Thailand and the Philippines.

In signing SEATO, Australia returned to its traditional
foreign policy relationship with Britain. Despite democratic
intentions, the only Asian signatories were dictatorial
governments in Pakistan, Thailand and the Philippines.

Both ANZUS and SEATO were anti-communist treaties,
rather than pro-democratic pacts. While these treaties
allayed Australia’s fear of invasion, they also tragically led
Australia to enter the Vietham War in 1962.

Commemorating Australia’s
role in World War I1I

World War II veterans were not given their own
commemorative day, or new war memorials. Their
recognition was simply absorbed into existing World War I
commemorations, celebrated every year on 25 April, Anzac
Day. This date has come to acknowledge all Australian
participation in war. Since the 1990s, there has been a
significant movement to recognise Australia’s World War
II participation, especially in the Pacific, independently of
World War I. The Pacific campaign is often overshadowed
by the commemoration of atrocities in Europe and of

the Holocaust.

After a decade-long campaign, the Returned and Services
League of Australia (RSL) achieved success in 2008 when
the Australian government proclaimed the first Wednesday
of September as a day to commemorate the ‘Battle for
Australia’. This celebration recognises the series of battles
in 1942 including the Battle of the Coral Sea, Battle of
Milne Bay and the Kokoda Track that were seen to prevent
Japanese invasion.

EET®] Australian troops move through the wreckage of a North Korean town, 1950.
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EXTE] The Shrine of Remembrance commemorates all wars fought by Australians, including World War II.

Did you know?

Many historians have criticised the commemoration
of the ‘Battle for Australia’ arguing that there was no
coordinated campaign by Japan to invade Australia
and that the campaigns commemorated under the

banner were, in fact, separate battles.

Remembering and understanding

1

2

Why did Australia turn to the United States
during World War 11?

What did the United Nations hope to achieve?
List the two pacts that Australia signed in

the 1950s, and state one strength and one
weakness of the pacts.

Identify the date on which Australia
commemorates the soldiers who fought in
World War II.

Applying and analysing

5

Explain why Australian soldiers fought in the
Korean and Vietnam Wars.

6

Discuss some of the differences between the
Chifley and Menzies governments in terms of
foreign policy.

Evaluating and creating

7

8

Create a map showing the sites of the three

battles that make up the ‘Battle for Australia’.

Conduct research into the contested debate

about commemorating the ‘Battle for Australia’.

a Identify the two opposing arguments.

b Find a quote from a historian to represent
each side.

¢ Explain which argument you agree with and
justify your opinion.
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Rights and freedoms 3

The actions undertaken by individual
nations before and during World War II
sparked international concern regarding
human rights. The Holocaust, treatment
of prisoners of war, and abuse of power
by totalitarian governments, led to a
demand for international cooperation and
universal standards for the rights and
treatment of all people.

In the decades following the war, countries
such as Australia were forced to assess the
way they treated particular groups within
their nation. Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples lived in poor conditions,
with a lack of proper accommodation,

food and health care. Civil rights activism
during this time challenged the foundation
of Australia’s constitution and helped to
make significant gains in the rights and
freedoms of Indigenous Australians.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

3A How did the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights come about?

3B What impact did the struggle for civil
rights in the US have in Australia?

3C Why did Indigenous Australians have
to fight for rights and freedoms?

3D What rights and freedoms are
Indigenous Australians still fighting to
achieve?

LS | Before you begin

EX¥ Activists at the Aboriginal Tent Embassy outside
Parliament House, Canberra, 1972.

GLOSSARY

activist person who actively promotes a cause

assimilate to take on the customs of another
culture and to give up your own customs and way
of life

boycott deliberately withdrawing from using a
service, for example African-Americans refusing to
travel on buses

Bringing Them Home report published in 1997
that documents findings from the Keating Labor
government’s national inquiry into the separation of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from
their families

civil rights rights, claimed by citizens, to freedom
and equality for all

genocide deliberate and systematic attempt to
eradicate an entire cultural ethnic group

Ku Klux Klan extremist right-wing group in the US
who target African-Americans

pastoralist livestock farmer

paternalism policy of controlling in a ‘fatherly’ way

protection policies laws that enabled Australian
state governments to control aspects of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people’s lives, such as
where they could live, the wages they could receive
and whom they could marry

Reconciliation an ongoing campaign to improve
the relationships between Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and the broader Australian
community

referendum a direct vote by the electorate to make
a change to the Australian Constitution

Social Darwinism a now discredited theory based
on the belief in the laws of natural selection, which
claimed that some groups will have advantage over
others as the result of biological superiority

Stolen Generations groups of children forcibly
removed from their families under state policies,
from the 1880s to the 1970s

terra nullius (Latin) a territory belonging to no one,
or a territory which no one claims ownership; the
concept has been used to justify the invasion and
colonisation of Australia
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Rights and freedoms

US Martin Luther King Jr

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights that was signed by members of the United is assassinated

Nations in 1948 provided a foundation for people searching to have their own rights
respected. In Australia, protests by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples led to the

right to vote in Federal elections in 1962, and to an important and successful national
referendum in 1967.

Federal referendum
in Australia

Red boxes indicate Australian events

US Supreme Court declares that the Australia’s Freedom Rides
segregation of African-American
Australian policy of assimilation students is unconstitutional o_

US sit-ins commence

First Day of Mourning is held on Australia Day across the southern states
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The UN adopts the Declaration
of the Rights of the Child

US Freedom Rides commence
in the southern states

US Birmingham Campaign
Outside the Australian Hall in Sydney on the

first Day of Mourning, 26 January 1938, where
a large blackboard is displayed by the
Aborigines Progressive Association (APA)
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Australia adopts policy
of self-determination

Tent Embassy
in Canberra

q

Australian civil rights activist

¢ Faith Bandler (on right) at the
,,\ Sydney Town Hall where people
‘ were casting their referendum
votes, 27 May 1967

Prime Minister Paul Keating B §
delivering the Redfern Park
Speech in 1992

Mabo Decision;
Paul Keating delivers the
Redfern Park Speech

Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation Act
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Land rights conference
in Townsville

UN establishes the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations
and Rights

Uluru is handed back

to traditional owners
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Australia ratifies UN
Convention on the
Rights of the Child

Native Title Act

The Wik decision

A4

Large reconciliation marches
held around Australia, including
in Melbourne and across the
Sydney Harbour Bridge

UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous People

Kevin Rudd delivers an apology
to the Stolen Generations

Bringing Them Home report released
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Origins and purpose of the
United Nations

The United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945 in the
aftermath of World War II. It was clear after three decades
of international turbulence and two world wars that there
needed to be an international organisation to minimise the
chance of global conflict.

The UN replaced the League of Nations, a similar
organisation that had been formed after World War I. The
League had been established for a similar reason, yet had
failed in its purpose to stop another world war.

On 26 June 1945, fifty countries committed to this new
organisation, whose purpose was to maintain international
peace and security, foster positive relations among nations,
and promote social cohesion and human rights. On 5 October,
Poland also signed, and on 24 October 1945 the UN officially
came into existence with fifty-one member nations.

Origins of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

During World War II, the world witnessed violations of human
rights on a scale never before seen. An estimated 50-80 million
people were killed during the course of the war. As allied troops
entered territory previously controlled by the Nazis, they soon
discovered that millions of Jews, as well as Sinti/Romani people
(often referred to as Gypsies), political dissidents, homosexuals
and Slavic people, had been killed as part of the Nazi ‘final
solution’ to exterminate the Jews of Europe and get rid of
people they saw as ‘undesirable’. Around 1.5 million of these
were estimated to be children.

The international community was determined to avoid
anything like this happening again, and believed a charter
should be drawn up to complement the newly formed UN.
A draft Declaration on Fundamental Human Rights and
Freedoms was presented at the very first meeting of the
UN General Assembly in 1946.

Drafting and adopting
the Declaration

Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of US President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, was a highly influential figure in the drafting
stage of the Declaration. Her husband was the man who
coined the name ‘United Nations’; together, they had a deep
interest in seeking a universal standard for the rights of

all individuals.
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A commission was set up to formulate a draft International
Bill of Human Rights. Eighteen members—each representing
various political, cultural and religious backgrounds—
worked together to reflect a common understanding and
write the Declaration. The members represented countries
such as the US, France, the USSR, the UK and Australia,

as well as other nations. The commission met for the first
time in 1947, and continued to write and redraft Articles

of the Declaration until its acceptance by the UN General
Assembly on 10 December 1948 (see Source 3.1.2).

..disregard and contempt for human rights have
resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the
conscience of mankind...

EXEY Extract from the preamble for the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, referring to the atrocities committed in
World War Il

EE®] Dr H.V. Evatt, Australia’s Minister for External Affairs,
signs the UN Charter, 1948



Articles of the Declaration
The first ten articles of the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights indicate the key rights it seeks to protect.

1 All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in
a spirit of brotherhood.

2 Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction
of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore,
no distinction shall be made on the basis of the
political, jurisdictional or international status of
the country or territory to which a person belongs,
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing
or under any other limitation of sovereignty.

3 Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security
of person.

4 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude;
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all
their forms.

5 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

6 Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as
a person before the law.

7 All are equal before the law and are entitled without
any discrimination to equal protection of the law.
All are entitled to equal protection against any
discrimination in violation of this Declaration and
against any incitement to such discrimination.

8 Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the
competent national tribunals for acts violating the
fundamental rights granted him by the constitution
or by law.

9 No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest,
detention or exile.

10 Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial
tribunal, in the determination of his rights and
obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

EEE] From the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
1948

Significance of the Declaration

The Declaration focused on the social, economic, civil and
political rights of individuals, regardless of their race or
creed (see Source 3.1.3). The universal nature of these rights
meant that all member nations would be accountable for
upholding them. When the General Assembly voted on the
adoption of the Declaration, forty-eight nations of the then
fifty-eight members voted in favour. Considering the world
at the time was divided into Eastern and Western blocs in a
period of tension that marked the early stages of the Cold
War, the completion of the Declaration in less than 2 years
was an impressive feat and symbolic of a global desire to
uphold such values.

Australia’s involvement

Dr H.V. Evatt, Australia’s Minister for External Affairs,
played a significant role in the formation of the UN, and
headed every Australian delegation to the Assembly from the
beginning. He was the elected president of the 3rd General
Assembly when the Declaration was signed and became

a strong advocate for a proposed international human
rights treaty. Evatt was influential in the appointment

of Australian diplomat William Hodgson to the drafting
committee, ensuring Australia’s continued support and
input into the development of international rights.

Remembering and understanding

1 Which major world event triggered the push
to organise and develop the UN?

2 Who first coined the phrase ‘United

Nations'?

Outline the purpose of the UN.

4 Describe Australia’s involvement in the
formation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

w

Applying and analysing

5 Choose the two rights listed in Source 3.1.3
that you believe are the most important, and
discuss your reasoning with a partner.

6 What aspects of the Declaration make it
‘universal’? Is there any wording that you
find contradictory and why do you think that
is the case?

LS| 3A
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Early Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander activism

The struggle for rights
and freedoms up to 1965

Activism by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples

has often been in response to federal government policies
relating to Indigenous Australians. For over 50000 years,
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples lived
in communities or language groups based on social, cultural
and spiritual laws handed down to them by their Ancestors.

Government policies did not take into account these laws

and customs, and failed to recognise the deep significance of

Indigenous people’s connection to the land. Not only were

their laws and customs ignored, but severe and devastating

conditions were placed on Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people that restricted and governed virtually every

aspect of their lives. These included:

> excluding Indigenous children from schools

» making it illegal for children of mixed race to live on
Aboriginal reserves

> enforcing a policy of protectionism, where Indigenous
people were controlled without rights or responsibilities

» banning Indigenous people from drinking, possessing or
supplying alcohol (or methylated spirits)

» banning Indigenous people from carrying firearms

> banning Indigenous people from marrying non-
Indigenous people without permission

> paying lower wages to Indigenous labourers

» controlling reserves and living conditions.

Laws differed across states, making it complicated and
difficult for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
who wanted to move interstate.

Other measures of discrimination included:

» denying Indigenous people their civil rights by not
counting them in the census and not allowing them the
right to vote

» denying Indigenous people maternity allowance, old-age
pensions and invalid welfare payments.

The Aborigines Protection
Board

By the late nineteenth century, the ideas of Social
Darwinism were becoming more influential. It was believed
that ‘inferior’ races would die out and that Indigenous
people needed to be ‘civilised’ in order to survive. The
Aborigines Protection Board, a NSW government agency,
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was established. It was responsible for the implementation
and administration of laws and policies for Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander peoples from 1883 to 1969.

It had notable power and control over most aspects of
Aboriginal people’s lives, including access to health,
education, employment, housing on stations and reserves,
and the removal of children from their families. The victims
of this last practice became known in later years as the
‘Stolen Generations’.

EPX] Stolen Generations girls at the Cootamundra Domestic
Training Home for Aboriginal Girls

Activist organisations

The Australian Aboriginal
Progress Association

Known as the first Aboriginal protest movement, the
Australian Aboriginal Progress Association (AAPA)
commenced in 1925 under the direction of its president
Fred Maynard. Maynard had fought to help families rescue
their children who had been taken into custody by the
board authorities.

The AAPA soon had eleven branches across NSW. The main
purpose of the AAPA was fighting to stop the removal of
children from their parents and to gain rights to land. The
AAPA was significant as it forged links between different
communities over a wide area and brought attention to the
cause. It promoted the status of Indigenous Australians and
sought to abolish the NSW Aborigines Protection Board.



Although the organisation grew rapidly in 1925, it began
to fade out in 1928 after the failure of its appeals to both
the State and Federal governments, as well as King George
V. Jack Patton later reformed the group in 1937. The
AAPA was to prove a significant inspiration for future civil
rights activists.

..we accept no conditions of inferiority as compared
with European people...the European people

by the arts of war destroyed our more ancient
civilisation ...[and] by their vices and diseases our
people have been decimated...But neither of these
facts are evidence of superiority. Quite contrary is
the case...

EE®] From a letter to NSW Premier Jack Lang in 1927,
written by Fred Maynard

The Australian Aborigines League
In 1932, the Australian Aborigines League (AAL) was
founded by William Cooper together with other Aboriginal
people who had walked off the Cummeragunja Station. It
gained active support from non-Aboriginal people as well,
and in 1937 the AAL sent the federal government a petition
with 2000 signatures, to be forwarded to King George VI.
The petition requested that the king intervene in their
situation as previous petitions to state governments had
failed. They requested legal recognition and a representative
in parliament to advocate Aboriginal interests. These
requests were denied and the petition was never passed on
to the King.

The Aborigines Progressive
Association

The Aborigines Progressive Association (APA) was founded
in 1937 by leaders of the Australian Workers Union

(AWU) and by the Shearer’s Union. It was a mixture of
strong Aboriginal leaders such as William Ferguson, Pearl
Gibbs and Jack Patten, who published the first Aboriginal
newspaper. Their membership was well publicised and made
a significant contribution to Aboriginal rights, including
successfully campaigning the NSW government to inquire
into the proceedings of its Aborigines Protection Board.

The 1938 Day of Mourning

The Day of Mourning was a protest organised by Patten and
Ferguson from the NSW APA and Cooper from the AAL

of Victoria. Its underlying message was that for 150 years,
Aboriginal people had been denied basic human rights,
enduring ‘degradation’ and ‘misery’ (see Source 3.2.3).
Having boycotted previous Australia Day celebrations and
found themselves ignored by media outlets and government
officials, they believed that a more substantive and proactive

event was required. The 1938 Australia Day sesquicentenary
(150 years since British settlement in 1788) was chosen as a
significant event to rally support and demand change.

The day included a march through the streets of Sydney,

a meeting with the Prime Minister Joseph Lyons and a

mass rally in Australian Hall. A resolution was moved that
protested against the treatment of Aboriginal people and
appealed for a new federal policy that included full citizen
status and equality within the community. A meeting was
held in Melbourne on 31 January, hosted by William Cooper
and the AAL, in support of the Sydney protest.

The Day of Mourning was a significant statement to the
non-Indigenous community of Australia and has continued
as an annual event.

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES CONFERENCE
Sesqui-Centenary

DAY OF MOURNING & PROTEST
to be held in

THE AUSTRALIAN HALL, SYDNEY
(No. 148 Elizabeth Street)

on

WEDNESDAY, 26th JANUARY, 1938
(Australia Day)
from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION WILL BE MOVED:

“WE, representing THE ABORIGINES OF AUSTRALIA,
assembled in Conference at the Australian Hall, Sydney, on the
26th day of January, 1938, this being the 150th Anniversary of
the whitemen’s scizure of our country, HEREBY MAKE PRO-
TEST against the callous treatment of our pcople by the white-
men during the past 150 years, AN]D) WE APPEAL to the Aus-
tralian Nation of today to make new laws for the education and
care of Aborigines, and we ask for a new policy which will raise
our people to FULL CITIZEN STATUS and EQUALITY
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.”

Aborigines and Persons of Aboeriginal Blood only are
invited to attend. Please come if you can!

Signed for and on behalf of
THE ABORIGINES PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

J. T. Patten, President.

W. Ferguson, Organising Secretiuy
Address: ¢/o Box 1924 KK
General Post Office, Sydney

Stafford Printery, Levey Street, Chippendale.

EEE] JT. Patten and W. Ferguson, Aborigines Claim Citizen
Rights! A Statement of the Case for Aborigines Progressive
Association, 1938
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The Cummeragunja Walk-Off
Cummeragunja, on the NSW side of the Murray River,
became famous for being the site of the first-ever mass strike
of Aboriginal people in 1939, known as the Cummeragunja
Walk-Off. Protesting cruel treatment and exploitation, over
150 residents walked off the Aboriginal Station and crossed
over the border into Victoria, contravening the rules of the
NSW Aborigines Protection Board.

The significance of this protest lies in the display of strength
and organisational skills of the Aboriginal people and

their supporters. The Walk-Off frustrated and embarrassed
officials, and was supported by the media who carried

their stories and exposed the conditions Aboriginal people
were being forced to live under. Most importantly, the
Cummeragunja Walk-Off brought changes to the Aborigines
Act of NSW.

The assimilation policy

The policy of protection was replaced by one of assimilation.
By 1937, each state agreed to adopt the policy that required
Aboriginal people to assimilate into the non-Indigenous
community. This required Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people ‘not of full blood’ to give up their customs
and way of life, and to adopt the culture and language

of British Australians. This was expected even though
Aboriginal people did not receive equal citizenship rights.
While the policy was enacted from the 1930s, it was not
formalised or fully defined until the 1960s.

Did you know?

Certificates of citizenship required the applicant to
abandon their communities and kinship groups,
and give up traditional cultural practices. They also
required the applicant to keep their homes clean,
abide by state laws and remain sober. Certificates
could be revoked at any time. Many Aboriginal
people believed the sacrifice involved in getting a
certificate far outweighed the benefits.

The right to citizenship

Citizenship was a fundamental right denied to Indigenous
people, which limited them to a life subservient to
government policies and controls. In 1941-42, some gains
were made with Commonwealth benefits of child, aged and
invalid payments gradually extended to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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Western Australia.
Natives (Citizenship Rights) Regulations.

Form 4.
CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP.
Pursuant to the Natives (Citizenship Rights) Act, 1944 (as amended), and
Regulations, we hereby certify that (full name) .................
(whose photographic likeness is affixed hereto), having fulfilled to our satis-
faction the requirements of the Act and Regulaﬂons is hereby granted full
rights of Citizenship as provided by the Act.
................ 19.......

Dated at ....... this.
} Board Members,

day of

Pursuant to the Act and R.egulntxons we hereby certify that the children
named in this Certificate of whom the abovenamed citizen is the responsible
parent and included in this Certificate.

(Page 2.)

Attach Photograph in this Space., 24 in, x 2 in. (head and shoulders.)

Full Name of Chiid. Date of Birth. Board Members’' Initials.

EEXA Certificate of citizenship form in Western Australia
in 1951

Certificates of exemption

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people could also
apply to state governments for citizenship certificates, which
provided exemption from state protection laws.

These laws, while varying from state to state, greatly
restricted the freedoms of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. Exemption certificates allowed them the
right to vote and attend school, but required them to
promise to give up their traditional way of life and to not
associate with other Indigenous people.

The certificates were not easy to get and at all times had to
be carried and then produced when asked. Governments
also had the right to revoke them. The exemption
certificates were often referred to by Indigenous people as
‘dog tags’ or ‘dog licences’, which indicated how they felt
about their treatment.



e -

t

A b2,
- - r— Al s
\a. - ~ v

46147/5/51—250
THE NATIVE ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1905-1947

Section '72A N'~l E 629
CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION

Chis is to Certify

that Mary AKose WOODS

I~
Ll - —

—  mm—

—— e — e —

is exempt from the provisions of the
Native Administration Act, 1905-1947.

This certificate may be revoked at
any time by the Minister administering
the said Act.
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EEX A certificate of exemption was given by the
government to allow an Indigenous person citizenship rights
they would otherwise not have.

Remembering and understanding

1

What rights and freedoms were denied to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
prior to 19657 List at least three.

What was the main purpose of the AAPA?
What was achieved by those who participated
in the Cummeragunja Walk-Off?

What was the 1938 Day of Mourning and why
was it significant?

Applying and analysing

5

Read the list of laws and conditions imposed
upon Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples prior to 1965. In what ways and to
what extent do you think these would impact
on people’s daily lives? Choose three of

the laws and conditions and create a short
presentation outlining the ways they would
affect the Indigenous people they applied to.

6 Was the granting of exemption certificates a
true restoration of civil rights to Indigenous
Australians? Why or why not? Write two or
three paragraphs giving your point of view.

7 Choose two different events or groups
discussed in this unit and write a paragraph
on each, explaining its significance in
the struggle for rights and freedoms of
Indigenous Australians.

Evaluating and creating

8 Avisual essay is a collection of images

or photographs that construct a view or

argument on a particular subject. It uses

the power of imagery to communicate

with an audience. You still use the same

essay structure (introduction, main points,

conclusion) but are limited only to visuals
and singular words.

a Start by posing a thoughtful question
about an issue presented in this unit.
For example, How did the government
respond to the demand by Indigenous
Australians for greater equality?

b Create an essay scaffold as you would
for a written essay. Decide on your main
points and what evidence you will use to
support your ideas.

¢ Decide on your means of
communication. Your essay could be
presented in your workbook, as a film or
slideshow, as wall art or using another
creative outlet.

d Choose your images and construct your
draft essay.

e Evaluate your draft. Does it follow a
clear structure and communicate your
argument? Have you provided multiple
dimensions and layers of meaning that
are reflected in your choice of colour,
image and font style?

f Present your finished work to your class
and place it on display. Ideally it will
generate constructive discussions and
inspire others to fight for greater civil
rights in the future.
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The forcible removal of
children

The term ‘Stolen Generations’ is used to describe the forced
removal of over 100000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, who were taken from their families and placed into
the care of government institutions, or adopted by non-
Indigenous families, from the 1860s to the 1970s. Children of
both non-Indigenous and Indigenous descent were commonly
referred to using the derogatory term ‘half-caste’, and were sent
to missions or reserves to be taught European ways.

Justification for the removals

The removal of children was supported by the laws of the
time. State and territory governments had protection
policies that gave them authority over the lives of
Aboriginal people. These actions were justified as protecting
the interests of the children. Children who were removed
were not permitted to have contact with their biological
parents and were forced to assimilate into Western culture.
The practice was underpinned by the racist view that the
children’s Aboriginality would be ‘bred out’ of them.

A ‘civilised’ upbringing

Many Australians in the early part of the twentieth century
thought that children of mixed heritage, meaning that they
were of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous descent, were
removed from their Aboriginal communities because they
were disadvantaged. They believed they could be given what
was considered a better education, a ‘civilised’ upbringing
and be placed in a loving home or government institution
(see Source 3.3.1).

The reality was a lot more complex. Reasons for removal are
now considered to have been socially motivated, reflective of

a young Commonwealth nation that wished to control each
element of society, including ‘racial purity’. This reflected the
Social Darwinist thinking of the day, a belief that some groups
had advantage over others due to biological superiority.

There was also much discussion regarding the ‘dangers’ of
having too many ‘half-castes’ in society, as children born of
mixed race were believed to lead to downward evolution of the
race as a whole. Mixed races were considered to be inferior to
both people of European decent and Indigenous Australians.
Paternalism, the policy of controlling in a ‘fatherly’ way,

was used also as a defence for the removals. Children who
were removed were trained in skills so that they would be
‘effective citizens’, and taught work habits that would give
them employment with colonial settlers. However, they were
effectively used as free or cheap labour, the boys often as farm
hands and the girls as domestic servants.
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The Stolen Generations

In 1981, historian Peter Read shocked the Australian public
with the release of a pamphlet titled The Stolen Generations:
The Removal of Aboriginal Children in New South Wales 1883

to 1969. It was the first time the term ‘Stolen Generations’
had been used and his research was very much ‘advocacy’ in
style. In other words, Read believed that something had to
be done about setting right the wrongs of the past.

The pamphlet accused Australian governments of attempted
genocide—an attempt to wipe out the Aboriginal people

of Australia. This accusation was also made against the
Commonwealth Government by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission in 1997, after the release
of its report Bringing Them Home. While some historians
have continued to argue against this premise, steps towards
Reconciliation have been taken, a topic discussed later in
this chapter.

Sources study

The following sources provide insights into the experience
of the Stolen Generations. Source 3.3.5 (on page 66)
provides a first-hand account, by Margaret Tucker, of

the experience of being taken away from her mother and
community when she was thirteen.

!1\ Homes Are Sought For These Children
|

v
i

A GROUP OF TINY HALF-CASTE AND QUADROON CHILDREN at the Darwin

| half-caste home. The Minister for the Interior (Mr Perkins) recently appealed

to charitable organisations in Melbourne and Sydney to find homes for-the children and
rescue them from becoming outcasts.

J bt fiivk Za‘,//u' Glic ff Fonp, i q
(d,,e;( nqg;% Qe 3&% » 9

EEEl Newspaper clipping from a Darwin newspaper c.
1930s. The handwritten text states, ‘Il like the little girl in the
centre of group, but if taken by anyone else, any of the others
would do, as long as they are strong'.




Whether the superintendents were good or bad, nothing could change the sterility
of the environment. The children were emotionally, spiritually, intellectually and
psychologically deprived, and scars might never heal. In a mid-western town | met
an ex-Kinchela man. When he was ten he had been taken straight from school by
a welfare officer, he said, and was never able to say goodbye to his father. He was
placed in Kinchela...He could not, or would not, talk of his experiences there. He
was divorced, had been an alcoholic, and was deeply unhappy ... As the children
approached the age of fourteen or fifteen the question arose of their employment.
The girls at Cootamundra were better prepared for the work—described by one of
them as ‘slavery’—for their training in the home coincided exactly with what was
needed to be done anyway. It consisted of the scrubbing, washing, ironing and
sewing which the Board did not want to pay anyone to do. The same argument did
not apply so well to the boys, but they still had to perform scrubbing and kitchen
duties anyway, or else they worked in the vegetable gardens or dairy. In choosing
a position, the Board assumed that basically blacks were stupid. Its very first
Report in 1883 stated that black children after training would ‘take their places with
the industrial classes of the colony’. In 1938, fifty years later, it was the same: boys
would become ‘rural workers and most of the girls domestic workers'.

EE¥] A description of the impact on everyday life of the removal of Aboriginal children in
NSW, from Peter Read, The Stolen Generations, 1981
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EEE] Students standing with their teacher at Hermannsburg Mission, Northern Territory
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EEX] Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children eating at
Yuendumu Native Settlement, Northern Territory, 1958

Between morning school and the lunch break, we
heard the unmistakeable sound of a motorcar. Out
where we were motor cars were very rare at that

time, and although we were seething with curiosity
we did not dare move from our desks ...| cannot
remember everything that went on, but the next

thing | do remember was that the policeman and Mr
Hill came into the school. Mrs Hill seemed to be in a
heated argument with her husband. She was very
distressed. The children were all standing (we always
stood up when visitors came and the police were no
exception). My sister May and another little girl, an
orphan, started to cry. Then others. They may have
heard the conversation. | was puzzled to know what
they were crying for, until Mr Hill told all the children to
leave the school, except myself and May and Myrtle
Taylor, who was the same age as May (eleven years).
Myrtle was an orphan reared by Mrs Maggie Briggs.
She was very fair-skinned and pretty. | had forgotten
about Brungle and the gang of men representing the
Aborigines Protection Board who had visited when we
were staying there. But then it came to me in a rush!
But | didn’t believe for a moment that my mother would
let us go. She would put a stop to it! All the children
who had been dismissed must have run home and told
their parents what was happening at school. When |
looked out that schoolroom door, every Moonahcullah
Aboriginal mother—some with babies in arms—and

a sprinkling of elderly men were standing in groups.
Most of the younger men were away working on
homesteads and sheep stations or farms. Then |
started to cry ...

EEX] The story of Margaret Tucker’s removal in 1917 when
she was 13 and her sister May was 11, Moonahcullah, NSW
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Remembering and understanding

What term is used to describe the forcible
removal of children of both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous descent?

How were the removals justified at the time?
What happened to these children once they
were taken from their families?

What was Peter Read’s reason for writing his
pamphlet The Stolen Generations?

Applying and analysing

5

8

Examine Source 3.3.1.

a What is your initial impression of this
picture?

b What does the typed text beneath the
photograph imply about the children’s
situation?

¢ The source has handwriting scribbled
under the photograph. What do the
words imply about attitudes towards
Aboriginal children?

Examine Sources 3.3.3 and 3.3.4.

a Who do you think would have taken
each photograph?

b Describe what you think is happening in
each scene.

Read Source 3.3.5.

a How would you describe the removal of
children from the school?

b How might you think Australians reacted
when reading this story for the first time
in the 1980s? Would everyone have
responded in the same way? Why?

a What do you think is the purpose of each
source?

b How might the purpose (motivation)
of each author affect the reliability and
usefulness of each source in a study of
the Stolen Generations?



Aims and methods of the
movement

The late 1950s and 1960s was a period of great division in the
United States of America (US) over the struggle by African-
Americans to remove the laws and attitudes that racially
discriminated against them and segregated them from
society. Activist groups demanded an end to racial inequality
and aimed to gain equal access to education, political and
legal processes, and economic opportunity. Their methods
of achieving these goals included legal means, negotiations,
petitions, boycotts, non-violent protests and demonstrations.
It was the largest social movement of the twentieth century
and inspired similar actions across the world, including
Australia, where similar issues of racial inequality existed.

The Jim Crow laws

Despite the 1776 United States Declaration of Independence
stating that ‘all men are created equal’, racial inequality
existed in extreme forms across the US. Anti-African-
American legislation known as the Jim Crow’ laws were
implemented in various southern states after the US Civil
War, enforcing segregation—the practice of separating
people of different races—between so-called ‘white’
Americans (as Americans of European descent were known)
and African-Americans. This included attendance at public
schools, theatres, hotels, restaurants, transport and even
water fountains. In some states, it extended to banning
‘white’ Americans and African-Americans from getting
married. Abolition of the Jim Crow laws was the underlying
motivation of the US Civil Rights movement.

‘It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to
play together or in company with each other in any
game of cards or dice, dominoes or checkers.’

Birmingham, Alabama, 1930

‘Marriages are void when one party is a white person
and the other is possessed of one-eighth or more
negro, Japanese, or Chinese blood.’

Nebraska, 1911

‘Separate free schools shall be established for the
education of children of African descent; and it shall
be unlawful for any colored child to attend any white
school, or any white child to attend a colored school.’

Missouri, 1929

EX®EY] Jim Crow laws implemented in the southern states of
the US

Did you know?

It is thought that the Jim Crow laws were hamed
after a ‘white’ American man who performed with
his face painted black, imitating and mocking the
way African-Americans sang and danced.

Segregation in schools

Even though segregation in state schools was deemed to be
illegal by 1954, some southern states refused to desegregate
(allow all children to have access, regardless of the their race)
their schools. Perhaps the most famous example of this is
the incident now referred to as the ‘Little Rock Crisis’. In
1957, when a group of African-American students arrived

to attend a formerly segregated high school, angry mobs
gathered to protest.

The Governor of Arkansas illegally used state troopers

to block the African-American students from entering.
The situation escalated and was finally resolved when
President Eisenhower ordered federal troops to protect the
students’ entry.

EX®] Elizabeth Eckford entering Little Rock Central High
School, September 1957
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1863 Emancipation Proclamation frees slaves in the US

1896 Jim Crow laws ‘—separate but equal’

|
1909

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

(NAACP) founded by Mary Ovington

n
1954

Landmark decision in the US Supreme Court in

Brown v. Board of Education states that the segregation of

black students from white students is unconstitutional

1955 Rosa Parks refuses to give up
her seat on a bus to a white man

1956

Supreme court intervenes and rules that segregation
on buses is unconstitutional

1957 Little Rock High School clash

Martin Luther King Jr founds the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)

1960-63 Sit-ins commence across southern US states

1961 Freedom Rides in southern states commence

1963 Birmingham Campaign organised by SCLC

1964 I_
Riots in Harlem (New York), Philadelphia,
Chicago and Rochester

Civil Rights Act passed through congress
banning segregation in public spaces I

1965 Los Angeles riots —thirty-four people killed
|

. .1 967 state laws forbidding
inter-racial marriage declared unconstitutional

I 1968
I April 4-Martin Luther King Jr assassinated
President Johnson signs the anti-riot act

E¥E] Important dates in the US Civil Rights movement
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Bus boycotts

Despite a Supreme Court ruling in 1956 stating that
segregation on interstate buses was unconstitutional,
southern states continued with their own policy of
transport segregation. This usually involved ‘white’
Americans sitting at the front and African-Americans sitting
towards the back of the bus. They also had to give up their
seat if a ‘white’ American wanted it. On 1 December 1955,
an African-American seamstress named Rosa Parks quietly
refused to give up her seat to an ‘white’ American man and
was arrested.

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) paid her bail and organised a boycott of all
buses in Montgomery, Alabama. African-Americans made
up 75 per cent of bus passengers and their boycott dealt
the bus companies a serious economic blow. The boycott
continued for more than a year, challenging prevailing laws
and attitudes in southern states.

Martin Luther King Jr

Martin Luther King Jr was an African-American preacher of
a southern Baptist church in Montgomery, Alabama. He is
the most famous leader of the US Civil Rights movement
and remembered for his courage and leadership in the face
of racial violence and hatred.

Heavily influenced by the Indian independence leader
Mahatma Gandhi, who used methods of passive resistance
(non-violence) in his protest for India’s independence from
Britain, King recognised that great change could be achieved
peacefully. King was instrumental in the Montgomery Bus
Boycotts, where his non-violent approach was utilised.

EX¥] Martin Luther King Jr addresses a crowd of angry
African-American supporters willing to avenge the attack on
his home.



King inspired a generation of young people of all races to
protest non-violently against racial discrimination. He led a
protest rally to Washington in 1963 where he delivered his

‘T Have a Dream’ speech—one of the most famous speeches
in history—to over 200000 supporters. In 1964, he became
the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize at
aged 35. After surviving numerous death threats and having
his home bombed in 1956, King was assassinated prior to
delivering a speech on 4 April 1968, while standing on the
balcony of a hotel room in Tennessee.

EXX] Sit-in protesters against segregation at a lunch counter
in Jackson, Mississippi, have drinks tipped over them,
28 May 1963.

The Freedom Rides

In an attempt to challenge transport segregation in the
southern states, a group called the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) rode interstate buses in the most
segregated states of Mississippi and Alabama. The Freedom
Rides as they were known, included about 1000 activists,
and included a mix of people from African and European
descent. They faced considerable hostility and danger

as they attempted to draw attention to the unfairness

of segregation. In May 1961, their bus was attacked by
angry protestors and members of the Ku Klux Klan in
Birmingham, Alabama. The police failed to protect the
activists as they were beaten and their bus fire-bombed. The
federal government was forced to order federal marshals to
accompany the Freedom Riders.

Continued protests and
activism

Emergence of television
In the 1960s, television footage became an important
method of portraying images of civil injustice. Viewers

EXX] A ‘Freedom Bus'is fire-bombed while travelling in the
southern states, 14 May 1961.

were horrified at the level of violence and hostility shown

by authorities towards non-violent protestors. The
Birmingham campaign organised by the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference in the spring of 1963 was widely
publicised, and showed high-pressure water hoses and police
dogs used on protestors, including over 1000 children,
involved in a civil rights march. As a result, President
Kennedy was forced to take action, and moved to bring a
Civil Rights Bill before the US Congress, which sought to
bring in legislation outlawing racial discrimination.

Protest marches

Protest marches had a significant impact because of the
number of protestors who participated. The Washington
March in 1963 to the Lincoln Memorial was important
due to the fact that a third of the 200000 protestors

were Americans of European descent. Its aim was to put
pressure on Congress to pass President Kennedy’s Civil
Rights Bill and demonstrated considerable support for the
advancement of the Civil Rights movement.

Civil Rights Act 1964

Before Congress could pass the Civil Rights Bill, President
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, on 22 November
1963. The new President, Lyndon Johnson, pushed on

with the landmark Bill and the Civil Rights Act was passed
in 1964.

The Act banned segregation in all public spaces, prevented
any company without a pro-civil rights charter from
applying for federal funding and enabled the Attorney-
General to file a law suit against states who would not
comply with the new legislation.
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Voting Rights Act 1965

The Voting Rights Act 1965 aimed to overcome discrimination
in voting. President Johnson introduced the Bill as a result
of highly publicised clashes between protest marchers and
police in southern states. Concerned that African-Americans
were being intimidated and prevented from voting, Martin
Luther King had organised a march in Alabama from

Selma to Montgomery. The marchers were stopped twice

by state police, who arrested protestors for holding an
‘illegal parade’ and imprisoned hundreds of supporters.
Eventually the National Guard was ordered by the President
to accompany the marchers for the third stage. The original
protest group of 300 grew to 25000 people as public
opinion increased in support of King and the government’s
actions to support change.

A 17-year-old student is attacked by a police dog
during a mass protest in Birmingham, Alabama, May 1963.
This photo appeared on the front page of The New York
Times and was discussed by President Kennedy during a
meeting at the White House.

Black Power

While the issues of desegregation and voting rights

were priorities for African-Americans in the southern

states, those in the north sought to address poverty,
unemployment and discrimination by the police. As a result,
their methods differed markedly from those adopted in the
south. Younger African-American leaders in the cities were
also more impatient for change.

> The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) broke away from Martin Luther King and
renamed themselves Black Power. They expelled their
‘white’ American supporters and argued for a form of
‘Black Nationalism’, which involved separatism and self-
determination while fighting to take control over issues
that affected their communities.
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» The Black Panthers adopted a militaristic style, wearing
uniforms and carrying guns. They frequently clashed
with police but also organised free community programs
that assisted African-American children and families
living in poverty. Their message to police was that they
could not be easily intimidated. For African-Americans,
they provided a forceful alternative to King’s philosophy
of passive resistance.

» The Nation of Islam rejected the concept of integration
and believed that African-Americans had the right
to defend themselves against violence. Their leading
spokesman, Malcolm X, famously declared that African-
Americans should use ‘any means necessary’ to defend
themselves, their family and their property. Sadly,
members of the Nation of Islam murdered Malcolm X
after he modified his views in 1965.

Remembering and understanding

1 List the manner in which African-Americans
were discriminated against.

2 Examine the people presented in Source
3.4.2. What type of emotions do you think
different people are feeling? Why do you
think they feel this way?

3 Who were the Freedom Riders and what did
they achieve?

4 Discuss who inspired Martin Luther King Jr
and what impact he had on the course of
the Civil Rights movement?

Applying and analysing

5 Draw up the table as shown below. Using
the information in this unit, compare and
contrast the aims and methods of African-

American civil rights protesters in the north
and the south.

Northern
protesters

Southern
protesters

6 Examine the sources and the text and write
a 250-word report outlining the significance
and achievements of Martin Luther King Jr.
Include any significant historical events and
people in your report.



The Civil Rights movement

The 1960s reflected a time of increased civil rights activism
in many Western countries, as new movements for social
and cultural change emerged in response to community
injustices. The US Civil Rights movement’s push for greater
equality and rights for African-Americans was highly
publicised. Newspaper and television images of mass rallies
were viewed across the world, revealing the division and
violence associated with racial hatred, segregation and
widespread injustice. Australians witnessed the strategies
and gradual successes of civil rights activists in the US, and
these inspired campaigners to push for greater rights and
freedoms for Indigenous Australians.

Australia inspired by the US

The media coverage of events and issues in the US had a

significant effect on Australia’s anti-discrimination movement.

On 6 May 1964, a group of university students protested
against the discrimination of African-Americans by staging
a mock meeting of the Ku Klux Klan outside the American
Consulate in Sydney, during which they burned crosses.

The same group later turned its attention to Australian civil
rights issues. Calling itself Student Action for Aborigines
(SAFA), the student group elected Aboriginal student
Charles Perkins as their president.

SAFA designed a campaign to expose the poverty and racial

discrimination of Aboriginal people in NSW regional towns.

Like the US Freedom Rides from whom they drew their
inspiration, SAFA aimed to attract media attention and, in

doing so, make it a matter of urgent political action, forcing

the federal government to develop a national strategy to
address long-term and systematic discrimination against
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Aims and principles

On 18 January 1965, in a letter to the Chairman of the NSW

Aborigines Welfare Board, Perkins outlined the principles,

aims and methods of SAFA. These included:

» chartering a bus for two weeks around the west and
north coast of NSW

» developing a comprehensive survey of Aboriginal
living conditions in the main towns visited in terms of
housing, education, employment, health, and attitudes
between European and Aboriginal people

» referring to the tactics demonstrated by Martin Luther
King Jr of passive, non-violent action

> inspiring both Aboriginal and European townspeople to
do something practical about Aboriginal discrimination

» ensuring the integration of community facilities that
were segregated, such as theatres, swimming pools, clubs
and hotels.

Australian Freedom Rides

On the 12 February 1965, Australia’s own Freedom Rides
commenced with thirty-three students on a two-week bus
journey. The group included Darce Cassidy, Australian
Broadcasting Commission (ABC) reporter, who provided
national and international media coverage for both radio and
television broadcasters. This attracted extraordinary publicity
to an issue that was rarely considered by people in urban areas.
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EXE] Students from the University of Sydney preparing to visit towns in NSW on their Freedom Rides, 1965

CHAPTER 3 | RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 71



Throughout their journey the students visited seven rural Integration replaces assimilation

towns, where they conducted surveys and challenged local By the mid-1960s, there was a gradual shift in federal
community attitudes towards Aboriginal people. They

picketed Walgett RSL Club, which did not allow membership
for Aboriginal ex-servicemen, and protested outside the

government policies away from assimilation towards
integration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. In line with the change in approach to Australia’s
new non-British migrants at this time, the policy of
integration reflected a growing recognition of Aboriginal

Moree swimming pool, which allowed Aboriginal children
in only at certain hours and after they had showered. The
Freedom Riders, with parental permission, transported
Aboriginal children from the nearest reserve by bus to the
local pool, and refused to leave until the pool had allowed
the children entry. Only after the intervention of the town’s
mayor were children allowed to go into the pool.

and Torres Strait Islander peoples (as well as non-British
migrants) as having their own culture that could be

part of the broader ‘Australian’ culture. This policy was
supported by programs in areas such as health, education
and employment.

Remembering and understanding

1 What was SAFA and what issues was it
concerned with?

2 Define the terms ‘discrimination’ and
‘picketed’.

3 What conditions had been imposed on
Aboriginal children at the Moree swimming
pool?

Applying and analysing

4 Create atimeline for Australia’s Freedom
Rides, including significant destinations and
events from the trip.

5 Prepare a short oral presentation outlining
the aims and impacts the Australian Freedom

Riders had regarding the rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Evaluating and creating

N |

» _— 6 In class, and under the supervision of your
EXE] Charles Perkins (left) with local Aboriginal children in teacher, choose a current civil rights issue

the Moree pool as part of the protest in February 1965 and plan a protest campaign.

. a Choose a protest method, for example
Impact Of the Freedom Rides petitions, ‘sit-ins’, marches, ‘freedom
The entire journey of the Freedom Riders and community rides’ or POYCOHS- Explain why you chose
reactions were publicised nationally. This raised awareness of that particular method.
the deep-seated racism in rural Australia. It provided the wider b List any moral, ethical or legal issues
public with reason to support the Aboriginal rights movement that you would have to consider. How
to bring about an end to inequality and mistreatment. would you deal with these?

¢ How has completing this activity made
you better understand the issues faced
by activists in the US and Australia?

The Freedom Rides also had an impact on Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples by showing that change
was possible and that they did not have to put up with
discrimination. Perkins and his group had provided
significant media attention to the issue and placed

Indigenous rights firmly on the political agenda. It also A
g g y p g LSl 3B

inspired a younger generation of Indigenous Australians to
fight for greater rights and freedoms.
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Rights and voting

In January 1901, the Australian Constitution came into
existence. This spelled out the authority for all powers, by
which laws are made (legislators), how they are implemented
(executive government) and how they are upheld (the
courts). Central to the document’s purpose are the roles
and responsibilities of governments and the voting rights of
citizens in federal elections and referendums.

Before 1967, the Australian Constitution did not provide
the federal government with the power to deal with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The states
were responsible for Aboriginal affairs. This meant that

the rights and experiences of Indigenous people differed
significantly from state to state. States governed on matters
such as wages, work and marriage.

This was most evident when, in 1962, the federal
government amended the electoral voting conditions

to allow Aboriginal people the right to vote in federal
elections. This was only made available to Aboriginal
people who already had the right to vote in state elections
and enrolments were not made compulsory. The only way
all Aboriginal people in every state could obtain the right
to vote at both a state and federal level was through an
amendment to the Constitution. Such an amendment is
only possible through a referendum, in which people are
asked to vote either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to a proposed change.

Census figures

Another limitation of the Constitution was that the
national census (the collection of key data about all people
living in Australia on a set date using a questionnaire)
did not include the counting of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples (see Source 3.6.2). Central to

a government’s ability to make positive change is an
accurate knowledge of their country and population. Not
having reliable figures to work with prevented the federal
government from introducing laws that would improve
conditions for Indigenous Australians.

No adult person who has or acquires a right to vote

at elections for the more numerous House of the
Parliament of a State shall, while the right continues,
be prevented by any law of the Commonwealth from
voting at elections for either House of the Parliament of
the Commonwealth.

EXE] Section 41 of the Australian Constitution, 1901

In reckoning the numbers of people of the
Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the
Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be
counted.

EX¥] Section 127 of the Australian Constitution, 1901

Campaign for constitutional
change

The campaign for constitutional change has persisted since
the 1920s, despite constant setbacks. In 1929, Archdeacon
Lefroy in London argued that Australia owed a ‘debt of
reparation’ and should take national responsibility for the
rights of its Indigenous people. William Cooper, during the
1938 Day of Mourning, called for greater federal powers to
legislate for Aboriginal Australians.

A petition to change the
Constitution

In 1962, the Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders (FCAATSI) presented
a petition to the federal government demanding change to
the Constitution. While the campaign was not successful

in achieving immediate change, it continued the pressure
being applied to the federal government and highlighted
significant inconsistencies between the states in relation to
Aboriginal rights and freedoms.

Public awareness and
international covenants

Following the 1962 campaign, public awareness was again
heightened by the 1965 NSW Freedom Rides and the 1966
Wave Hill walk-off. Continued international coverage of the
US Civil Rights movement and criticism of the South African
apartheid system, also stirred a global voice for change.

In 1966, the UN published the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. As a signatory of this
covenant, Australia’s new Prime Minister Harold Holt had
little option but to agree to hold a referendum to change
the Constitution.
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EXE] Aboriginal children in a protest rally campaigning for a
‘yes’ vote, Queensland, 1967

Two Referendums are being held on the same day on two
separate proposed laws for the alteration of the Constitution.

At the Referendums each voter should indicate separately his
vote in relation to EACH proposed law as follows:

If HE APPROVES the proposed law—by writing the
word YES in the space provided on the ballot-paper
opposite the question; or

If HE DOES NOT APPROVE the proposed law—by
writing the word NO in the space provided on the ballot-
paper opposite the question.

The two questions will be set out on the ballot-paper thus:

DO YOU APPROVE the proposed law for the alteration of
the Constitution entitled—

“ An Act to alter the Constitution so that the
Number of Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives may be increased without neces-
sarily increasing the Number of S o )

DO YOU APPROVE the proposed law for the alteration of
the Constitution entitled—

* An,Act to alter the C itution so as to
omit certain words relating to the People of
the Aboriginal Race in any State and so that
Aboriginals are to be d in rech the
Population “ ?

YOU MUST VOTE IN RESPECT OF EACH PROPOSED
LAW

VOTING IS COMPULSORY

By Authority: A. J. ARTHUR, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra

EXX] Extract from the 1967 information booklet outlining
the proposed changes to the Constitution and presenting a
sample referendum ballot paper
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The 1967 referendum

The 1967 referendum was an important step towards
equality for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
In order to change the Constitution, both Houses of
Parliament have to agree to the change, and all Australian
citizens must vote on the amendment through a
referendum, with a majority of people in a majority of states
voting ‘yes’.

A vigorous campaign was held to promote the ‘yes’ vote,
with strong support by the churches, the trade union
movement and the media. Led by FCAATSI, the ‘yes’
campaign program included street parades, public meetings
and rallies, posters and music.

27 May 1967

On 27 May 1967, Australians were asked to vote on

two questions (see Source 3.6.4). Question 1 related to
Section 127 of the Constitution and asked people whether
Aboriginal people should be counted in the national census.
Question 2 addressed Section 51 and asked people whether
the federal government should have the power to make laws
regarding Aboriginal people.

The outcome of the referendum

The outcome of the referendum was a 90.77 per cent vote

in favour of the changes (see Source 3.6.5). The result
reflected overwhelming support for the rights of Indigenous
Australians, and granted the federal government the
opportunity to make positive changes. The referendum is
sometimes confused with the moment Aboriginal people
gained citizenship; however, citizenship had already been
gained by 1961 and the right to vote granted in 1962.

EXX] Results of the 1967 referendum

1967 referendum

IR

Votes % Votes %

NSwW 1949036  91.46 182010 8.45
Victoria 1525026 94.68 85611 5.32
Queensland 748612 89.21 90587 10.79
South Australia 473440 86.26 75383 12.74
Western Australia 319823 80.95 75282 19.05
Tasmania 167176 90.21 18134 9.79
Total 5183113 90.77 527007 9.23



In fact, the referendum did not provide any direct new
rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

But it was a very significant symbolic victory that saw the
establishment of an Office of Aboriginal Affairs in 1967,
under the Department of the Prime Minister, with new
powers to oversee the interests of Indigenous Australians.
An advisory body, the Council of Aboriginal Affairs was also
established the same year. Most importantly, the referendum
result showed that ordinary non-Indigenous Australians
overwhelmingly supported positive change for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Island people.

Skills builder

Investigating sources

Historians analyse primary and secondary
sources to explain what happened in the past.
Sources help them to develop an informed
explanation about places, people and events.
Read the section in the Toolkit chapter (Unit 1.2)
about evaluating sources before doing these
activities.

The following devices are often used in political
cartoons in order to communicate a particular

message:
* symbolism—to represent larger concepts
or ideas

* labels—to ensure that the reader knows
exactly who or what is being referred to

* exaggeration—to make a person easily
recognisable

* analogy—to make the point of the cartoon
clearer by comparing two unlike things that
share some similarities.

Apply

1 Look at Source 3.6.6. Is it a primary or a

secondary source? Give reasons for your

answer.

What is the purpose of the cartoon?

3 What is the cartoonist trying to say? What
does it say about their opinion?

4 What other opinion can you imagine

another person having on this same issue?

Who is the cartoon aimed at?

6 Explain the ways in which the cartoonist has
tried to communicate their message. Were
they successful?

N

(4]

Did you know?

Aboriginal Australian David Unaipon (1872-1967)
has been pictured on the $50 note since 1995.
Although he left school at age 13, he revolutionised
sheep shearing and conceptualised the helicopter
two decades before it became a reality. He
regularly appeared in newspaper articles that, while
heralding his discoveries, were extremely racist in
their remarks. Also a writer, he campaigned actively
from the 1920s for Indigenous rights.

Remembering and understanding

1 Whatis the basic purpose of the Australian
Constitution?

2 Was the 1962 campaign to change the
Constitution successful?

3 What was the purpose of the 1967
referendum?

4 What were the two questions asked in the
1967 referendum?

Applying and analysing

5 In small groups of two or three, brainstorm
the reasons people may have had for voting
‘yves’ or ‘no’ in the referendum. Create a table
with your results.

6 Imagine itis 1967. Prepare a poster to try to
influence opinion on the referendum.

7 Write a paragraph outlining the events and
pressures that led to the referendum.
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Achieving change for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples

Methods to achieve change

The road to change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples was the result of multiple efforts by many courageous
individuals and groups. Prior to 1967, most activists believed
that Indigenous people would only achieve equal rights if the
Commonwealth took responsibility for Aboriginal affairs. As
a result, a national campaign became the focus of activists’
efforts. They adopted methods used by civil rights and
freedom fighters throughout the world. These included using
peaceful methods of protest such as those used by Gandhi in
India and Martin Luther King Jr in the US.

Methods used by activists included petitions, media
campaigns, the ‘Freedom rides’ and legal action, including
the High Court challenge by Paul Coe in 1979 and the
Mabo Judgment in 1992.

Possibly the most controversial and notable method used
by activists was the construction of the Aboriginal Tent
Embassy in Canberra.

Michael Anderson, Billy Craigie, Bertie Williams and
Tony Coorey on Australia Day, January 1972

The Aboriginal Tent Embassy

On Australia Day in 1972, four Indigenous activists, Michael
Anderson, Billy Craigie, Bertie Williams and Tony Coorey,
erected a beach umbrella on the lawns of Parliament House
(now Old Parliament House) with a sign saying ‘Aboriginal
Embassy’ (see Source 3.7.1). Their actions inspired other
activists, who responded by setting up more tents, with
numbers swelling to 2000 people (see Source 3.0.1).

The federal government did not respond positively to this,
with the Minister for the Environment, Aborigines and
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1 Control of the Northern Territory as a State within
the Commonwealth of Australia; the parliament in
the NT to be predominantly Aboriginal with title and
mining rights to all land within the Territory

2 Legal title and mining rights to all other presently
existing reserve lands and settlements throughout
Australia

3 The preservation of all sacred sites throughout
Australia

4 Legal title and mining rights to areas in and around
all Australian capital cities

5 Compensation monies for lands not returnable to take
the form of a down payment of six billion dollars and
an annual percentage of the gross national income

The Aboriginal Embassy’s five-point plan for land rights,
presented to Parliament in February 1972

the Arts (Peter Howson) labelling the embassy as an ‘illegal act
of trespass’ and the protestors as ‘unrepresentative militants’.
The fact that the Tent Embassy was right by the entrance to
Parliament, visible to visiting dignitaries, meant it was highly
visible, an embarrassing unsightly affront. Minister for the
Interior Ralph Hunt made changes to existing laws to enable
the forcible removal of the Aboriginal Embassy.

As the government became more hostile in their actions,
public support and sympathy grew. Parliament was divided
over the issue with twenty-six Labor Members of Parliament
announcing that they would physically obstruct action
taken to remove the embassy.

On 20 July, a 150-strong police force dismantled the
embassy, leading to a series of clashes between police and
activists. Supporters linked arms and sang songs while
police made arrests and television cameras watched on,
capturing the violent interaction.

The following week the activists erected their tents again,
resulting in further confrontation as a 360-strong police
force pulled the embassy down a second time. Hundreds of
supporters wrote to Prime Minister McMahon in protest at
the government’s actions. Further activist action continued,
including the tents being erected again in 1974 until 1976,
when Charles Perkins negotiated their removal in exchange
for Aboriginal Land Rights legislation.



A continuing civil rights
protest site

The lawns of Old Parliament House have remained a site for
ongoing protests against the federal government’s treatment
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. In 1992,

to mark the twentieth anniversary of the protests, the
Aboriginal Tent Embassy was permanently re-established on
its original site on the front lawn of Old Parliament House in
recognition of both the historical and cultural significance
of the original embassy, as well as to highlight the continued
fight for recognition of Indigenous peoples’ rights.

Today, the tent embassy stands as a constant visual
reminder of the difficulties faced by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples in relation to health care, education
and life span. The choice to name this protest site as an
embassy is a powerful statement, highlighting Indigenous
people’s lack of representation and suggesting the need to
use an embassy medium to achieve representation in their
own country. It also demonstrates the problems caused

by the dispossession of their land, and the government’s
responsibility to address these issues.

A new policy of
self-determination

In 1972, a new Labor government led by Prime Minister
Gough Whitlam came into power. Whitlam introduced

a range of significant reforms, including creating a
Department and Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and
announcing a policy of ‘self-determination’ for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This new approach was
described as ‘Aboriginal communities deciding the pace
and nature of their future development ... within a diverse
Australia’. Whitlam also set up the landmark Woodward
Royal Commission into Aboriginal land rights. Led by
Justice Edward Woodward, the focus of the commission was
on land rights in the Northern Territory based on the hope
that it would set a precedent and become a national model
for land rights in the rest of the country.

The Whitlam Government drew up new land rights
legislation based on recommendations from the
commission, and had a Bill before parliament when the
government was dismissed by the governor general in
November 1975. Malcolm Fraser became Prime Minister

of a Liberal Government, and the Bill was amended after
pressure from mining and other interests. However, in
December 1976, the federal parliament passed the Aboriginal
Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976. The landmark Act
recognised the spiritual link between Aboriginal people and
the land. This official acknowledgement formed the basis of
land rights as defined under the Act.

On 26 August 1975, Prime Minister Gough Whitlam
handed a leasehold title to land at Daguragu (Wattie Creek)
to Vincent Lingiari, representative of the Gurindji people and
the leader of the protest at Wave Hill. This iconic photograph
of Whitlam pouring soil into the hands of Lingiari became a
symbol of land rights in Australia.

Remembering and understanding

1 List some of the methods that have been

used by activists to achieve change for

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

What was the Aboriginal Tent Embassy?

3  Why do you think the Aboriginal Tent
Embassy was controversial in 19727

N

Applying and analysing

4 Why was the name chosen for this site (the
‘Aboriginal Tent Embassy’) significant? What
does a ‘Tent Embassy’ symbolise?

5 Using Source 3.0.1 and your own
knowledge, what has been the ongoing
legacy of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy?

Evaluating and creating

6 What has changed for Indigenous Australians
since the Aboriginal Tent Embassy was first
erected in 1972 in the areas of education,
health and work (or employment)? Working
in small groups, prepare a class presentation
that describes any ongoing civil rights activity
in these areas. Evaluate how effective the
activity has been.
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A significant individual in
the struggle for Indigenous
rights

Eddie Koiki Mabo was born in 1937 on Mer Island (Murray
Island) in the Torres Strait. His mother died during
childbirth and Mabo was raised by his uncle (Benny

Mabo) and his family. During Mabo’s teenage years, the
Queensland government strictly regulated the Torres Strait
Islands. The Meriam people lived a traditional lifestyle,
seeking to maintain their cultural heritage by working

the land, fishing and adhering to their cultural laws of
inheritance. At age 16, Mabo broke a customary island law
and was exiled to the mainland where he worked odd jobs,
including pearl diving and sugar-cane cutting.

In 1959, aged 23, Mabo married Bonita Neehow and they
went on to have ten children. He worked to make a difference,
becoming a spokesperson for railway workers and the union
and opening the first ‘Aboriginal only’ school in Townsville.

At the age of 31, Mabo became a gardener at James

Cook University and, although never enrolled as a

student, attended lectures and read widely. This would

be a significant time in Mabo’s life as he was exposed

to intellectual discussion surrounding the issue of
Aboriginal rights and ‘white’ law. It also enabled important
conversations with history professors Noel Loos and Henry
Reynolds in 1974, in which Mabo discovered he did not own
his land on Mer Island (see Source 3.8.1). This would be a
significant turning point in Mabo’s life and the beginning a
long journey in challenging the Queensland government in
the ‘white’ court system.

We were having lunch one day in Reynolds’ office
when Koiki was just speaking about his land back on
Murray Island. Henry and | realised that in his mind
he thought he owned that land, so we sort of glanced
at each other, and then had the difficult responsibility
of telling him that he didn'’t, and that it was Crown
land. Koiki was surprised, shocked and...he said and |
remember him saying ‘No way, it's not theirs, it's ours’.

EXEl Professor Noel Loos recalls Eddie Mabo’s discussion
with him and Henry Reynolds in 1974. Koiki was Mabo’s
middle name.
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Working towards native title

In 1981, Mabo attended a Lands Rights Conference

in Townsville, where he delivered a seminar on his
understanding of Torres Strait Islander land ownership

(see Source 3.8.2). He explained that a system of land
ownership existed on Mer that pre-dated white settlement.
This traditional system of land ownership meant that male
descendants on the island inherited the land of their father.

A lawyer listening to Mabo speak suggested that he take his
argument to court as a test case to claim land rights. Mabo,
along with a number of other people from Mer Island, chose
to take their case to court. In response to this challenge, the
Queensland government legislated that the establishment
of the colony in Queensland in 1859 nullified all previous
traditional law and claims to land. Following this, the case
was taken to the High Court of Australia in 1982.

Mabo’s claim was dismissed. The ruling was based on the
fact that he was not actually the son of Benny Mabo. Despite
the disappointment, Mabo chose to stand aside so that the
entire case would not be dismissed and could continue with
the other plaintiffs. In January 1992, 10 years after the court
case’s commencement, Mabo died of cancer, aged 56.

In the Torres Strait, land ownership is the same
throughout. It is different from Aboriginal land
ownership on the mainland. Although we have tribal
regions, we go much further into the clan area and
then to individual or family holdings. This system
existed as long as we could remember. When the first
white men arrived in our islands they found people as
village dwellers who lived in permanent houses and in
well-kept villages. They also discovered that we were
expert gardeners and hunters.

EX¥] From ‘Land rights in the Torres Strait’, a seminar
delivered by Eddie Mabo in Townsville, 28-30 August 1981

The Mabo Judgment

On 3 June 1992, five months after Mabo’s death, the High
Court handed down its ruling. In it, the judges of the High
Court recognised the Meriam people as having a native title
and ruled that they were entitled to possess and occupy, use
and enjoy the Mer Islands. It was a landmark case and highly
significant as it overturned the legal premise that Australia was
terra nullius. This was the principle by which the British had
claimed land ownership at the time of white settlement in 1788.
It was the view that Australia was ‘nobody’s land” as no formal
system of land ownership existed at the time of settlement.



EXE] Indigenous rights activist Eddie Koiki Mabo

Main principles of the Mabo Judgment

» While the British government acquired sovereignty of
the continent, it did not acquire full ownership of all
of the land.

» Where it is determined that native title still exists
then Indigenous people are entitled to continue their
traditional laws and customs on their land. This may
include hunting, fishing or holding ceremonies.

» If alanguage group loses connection to their land
or cannot prove a connection that predates white
settlement, then native title is extinguished.

» Native title can be handed over to the Crown but the
rights and privileges of native title are non-transferable.

Australian Human Rights Medal
While Eddie Mabo did not live to see the High Court’s
decision, his contribution to Australian Indigenous people
was profound. In 1992, he was posthumously awarded the
Australian Human Rights Medal by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission. Despite the dedication
and courage he showed in his fight for Indigenous rights, he
was not appreciated by everyone. Three years after his death,
a memorial tombstone was erected in Townsville. The next
day it was vandalised and partially destroyed. Eddie Mabo
was later reburied on Mer Island in a secret place and

with a traditional burial service, the first of its kind to be
performed in over 80 years.

Native Title Act 1993

After the High Court ruling, which soon became known as
the Mabo Judgment, the Keating government realised that
it had to legislate to recognise native title. In 1993, the

Native Title Act (Commonwealth) provided a legal

means and administration process by which Aboriginal
communities could claim native title, or ownership of vacant
Crown land. This was land owned by the federal government
that was not being leased to miners or pastoralists.

The term ‘native title’ refers to the legal recognition in
Australian law that some Indigenous people still hold
rights to their land. The Act stated that an Indigenous
community could have exclusive rights over a section of
land if it could prove that it had an ongoing connection to
that land that predated British settlement. This only applied
to Crown land, or land owned by the federal government.
Aboriginal people had to prove continual occupancy of the
land and its use for traditional reasons. More often, there
were arrangements for partial access to land to practise
customs and laws where an Aboriginal community had
native title over a land that a farmer also had a lease over.

The Wik decision

It was not until the Wik decision in 1996 that the High
Court formalised the shared relationship between leases and
native title (see Source 3.8.4). In the decision, the Wik people
were given access to their traditional lands, which were under
lease to a pastoralist and mining companies at the time. The
Wik decision stated that where native title could be proven
on leased Crown land, the pastoralist or miner to whom it
was being leased did not have exclusive rights to the land.
Instead they had to allow its first owners access in order to
practise their traditional customs and laws.

We don’t want to keep people off our land. We want
to share. We don’t want to drive the pastoralists away.
They are not our enemies. We helped to build that
industry and we need it to be strong for our future
too. We just asked the Court to find that we can live
alongside pastoral leases on Cape York. We want the
government to recognise that we are the traditional
owners of those lands. Our law is first law ...

EX¥] ‘What the Wik Decision means to us’, Denny Bowenda
in Native Title, 1998

Reaction to the Wik decision

The Wik decision caused outrage among some segments of
Australian society, who believed incorrectly that Indigenous
Australians now had the legal ability to claim people’s
backyards. This was never a provision of the Native Title Act
and ownership of private land was never in question in the
Wik case. However, this fear was seized upon by members of
the Liberal and National parties in the government, sections
of the media and supporters of farming and mining
interests (see Sources 3.8.5 and 3.8.6).
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EXX] The Liberal Party’s Peter Reith is depicted loading bags

of Mabo hysteria into an aerial crop-seeding plane, 1993

...our [National Farmers’ Federation] primary concern has
always been certainty for the people who use the land
for economic benefit—our farmers—and that means that
they simply must have the exclusive occupancy of their
land. We've demanded that the Government legislate

to overturn the Wik decision, because the concept of
coexisting title is simply unworkable...

...Since the Wik decision, many farmers around the
country can’t [plan for and invest in the future of their
farms] because their future ability to manage their
[farms] is clouded...50 per cent of Victoria is now under
native title claim... Australia’s farmers understand that
they are deeply involved in a crucial chapter in our
country’s history, and they feel a strong obligation to
make sure that their decisions are in the best interests
of all Australians, wherever they live.

EXXd From ‘To conserve or farm’, by Donald McGauchie,
The Age, 22 July 1997. Donald McGauchie was president of
the National Farmers’ Federation.

Howard government’s
10-point plan

In May 1997, responding to concerns by pastoralists

and miners in the wake of the Wik decision, the Howard
government released its 10-point plan. The following year
it also introduced amendments to the Native Title Act. The
Howard government sought to further legislate the manner
in which native title could be claimed, seeking to assure
mining companies and industries concerned about losing

control over the land they leased. In many cases, these leases

extended for periods of up to 99 years.

The Bill that went through parliament was highly contested

as it sought to add a ‘sunset clause’, providing a period
of 6 years beyond which native title could no longer be
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claimed. Opponents of the Bill pointed out that Indigenous
Australians had been waiting 200 years for this opportunity
and 6 years was not adequate time to prepare the necessary
proof of native title. The sunset clause was deleted, but many
activists saw this Act as a backwards step in land rights.

Remembering and understanding

1 Name three ways in which Eddie Mabo was
politically active in his early life.

2 Describe the traditional system of land
ownership that existed on the islands of Mer.

3 Why did the Howard government release a
10-point plan in response to the Wik decision?

4 What is the attitude of Denny Bowenda
towards pastoralists? What do you think he
means when he says, ‘We helped to build
that industry'?

Applying and analysing

5 Make a chronological list or timeline of the
key events in Eddie Mabo'’s life. Include
significant people and events, and annotate
why they are important historically. Use
evidence from the text and the sources
provided to complete your chronology.

6 Do you think there would have been a
different historical outcome if Mabo had never
discovered he did not own land on Mer Island?
Why do you think this? Write a paragraph
outlining your reasons. Use evidence from the
sources to support your argument.

7 Compare Sources 3.8.4 and 3.8.6. Account
for the different perspectives of the authors
of each source.

8 Examine Source 3.8.5. Explain the cartoonist’s
perspective about the government’s attitude
to the Mabo Judgment. Use evidence from
the source to support your explanation.

Evaluating and creating

9 Imagine you have been asked to write a
200-300 word speech announcing the Mabo
decision to the rest of the world. Write the
speech, making sure that it includes what
the decision is and why it was made.




Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation

The significant legal advancements of the 1990s, as well

as achieving recognition of land rights through the Mabo
and Wik decisions, led Aboriginal and civil rights activists
to then focus on achieving Reconciliation with non-
Indigenous Australians. Prime Minister Hawke introduced
the Reconciliation initiative in 1990, seeking to improve
relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and the wider Australian community.

In 1991, parliament formed the Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation and provided a 10 year period during which
the Council could consult the Indigenous community
before making recommendations back to parliament. The
council consisted of twenty-five prominent Indigenous and
non-Indigenous Australians, with Patrick Dodson as its first
chair (see Source 3.9.1). In 1992, Labor Prime Minister Paul
Keating demonstrated his support for this initiative in his
famous Redfern speech (see Source 3.9.2).

EXE] Patrick Dodson played a significant role in seeking
justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

He won the 2008 Sydney Peace Prize for his ‘courageous
advocacy’ for human rights and is commonly known as the
‘Father of Reconciliation’.

The Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation recommended a
number of strategies to advance the cause of Reconciliation.
Among them was a new preamble to Australia’s
Constitution, recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples as the ‘first people’ of Australia and also
changing the date of Australia Day from 26 January, which
marks the landing of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove. It also
recommended a formal treaty to assist in resolving current
and future issues.

Protests against Australia Day being celebrated
on 26 January have been steadily growing. On

26 January 2018, 60000 people marched in
protest in Melbourne, believing that this date
should be remembered as one of tragedy and not
celebration for Indigenous Australians.

Isn’t it reasonable to say that if we can build a
prosperous and remarkably harmonious multicultural
society in Australia, surely we can find just solutions
to the problems which beset the first Australians—the
people to whom the most injustice has been done....

.. The starting point might be to recognise that the
problem starts with us non-Aboriginal Australians. It
begins, | think, with that act of recognition.

Recognition that it was we who did the dispossessing.
We took the traditional lands and smashed the
traditional way of life. We brought the diseases.

The alcohol. We committed the murders. We took

the children from their mothers. We practised
discrimination and exclusion. It was our ignorance and
prejudice. And our failure to imagine these things being
done to us...We failed to ask—how would | feel if this
were done to me? As a consequence, we failed to see
that what we were doing degraded all of us...

EX¥] A section of former Prime Minister Paul Keating's
speech at Redfern Park, NSW, 10 December 1992, delivered
at the Australian launch of the International Year for the
World's Indigenous People

Government response

Among the main challenges to true Reconciliation has
been the changes in government policy towards Indigenous
Australians, and the uncertainty caused by the Mabo and
Wik decisions. While the Keating government accepted
responsibility, the Howard government that followed did
not (see Source 3.9.3).

Howard’s 10-point plan led to the Native Title Amendment
Act, which further restricted native title claims, instead
favouring pastoralists. After almost 2 years in the

making, the Howard government accepted some of the
recommendations put forward in the final report by the
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, but flatly rejected
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the notion that an official government apology was
necessary. In January 2001, the Council body was replaced
by a new organisation called Reconciliation Australia, with
significantly reduced funding.

In facing the realities of the past, however, we must
not join those who would portray Australia’s history
since 1788 as little more than a disgraceful record
of imperialism, exploitation and racism...such an
approach will be repudiated by the overwhelming
majority of Australians who are proud of what

this country has achieved although inevitably
acknowledging the blemishes in its past history.

EXE] From Prime Minister John Howard's opening address
to the Australian Reconciliation Convention, 1997

National Inquiry into the
Stolen Generations

During the 1990s, non-Indigenous Australians were
increasingly made aware of the practice of removing
Aboriginal children from their families, later to be known
as the ‘Stolen Generations’.

In 1995, under increasing public pressure, the Keating
government formed the National Inquiry into the
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children
from Their Families through the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission. The inquiry took evidence

and submissions from 535 Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and groups, as well as fifty-six churches

and government organisations. It focused on the forcible
removal of Indigenous children from their families and
communities.

Bringing Them Home report

In 1997, the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission presented their findings to parliamentin a
document titled Bringing Them Home: Report of the National
Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children from Their Families. In it, they acknowledged that
many officials believed they were doing the right thing at
the time and in many cases children who were removed had
a happy life with their adopted parents. However, the report
also highlighted the many traumatised children who, as a
result of being taken from their parents and community,
suffered neglect, abuse, cruelty and anxiety which had often
devastating effects on the rest of their lives, and on those

of their children and grandchildren. The report identified

a connection between the present issues of poor Aboriginal
health and welfare with the long-term systematic removal of
children from their families.
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Government refusal

When the Bringing Them Home report was released, the state
and territory governments were quick to respond. Each
parliament sought to fulfil certain recommendations of the
report, including a formal apology from each premier. The
Howard government, which had won the federal election

in 1996, expressed ‘regret’ over the forcible removal of
children but refused to offer a formal apology or provide
monetary compensation to victims and their families (see
Source 3.9.4).

In 1999, Prime Minister Howard presented a ‘Motion

of Reconciliation’ in federal parliament where he again
abstained from making a formal apology, referring

instead to the maltreatment of Indigenous Australians

as a ‘blemish’ on Australia’s national history. The federal
government’s continued refusal to provide a formal apology
became a matter of public debate in discussions about
Aboriginal Reconciliation.

I have never been willing to embrace a formal

national apology, because | do not believe the current
generation can accept responsibility for the deeds

of earlier generations. And there’s always been a
fundamental unwillingness to accept, in this debate,
the difference between an expression of sorrow and an
assumption of responsibility.

EX¥] John Howard explains his stance on giving a formal
apology, 2007

The Apology

On 13 February 2008, Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
delivered the long-awaited ‘Sorry Speech’ to a joint sitting
of both houses of federal parliament (see Source 3.9.6). The
Apology was not accompanied by a promise for monetary
compensation but was still welcomed by many Australians.
Attended by members of the Stolen Generations and
watched by many more Australians on television and live
streaming, the apology was a significant—and for many, an
emotional—-moment in Australia’s history.

The ‘Sorry Day’ speech finally provided an official
recognition of the Stolen Generations, acknowledged blame
for the injustices suffered and sought to address present and
continuing injustices.



EXX] More than 250000 people marched over Sydney
Harbour Bridge in support of Reconciliation, 28 May 2000.
Similar demonstrations were held around the country.

| move:

That today we honour the Indigenous people of this

land, the oldest continuing cultures in human history.

We reflect on their past mistreatment. We reflect in
particular on the mistreatment of those who were
Stolen Generations—this blemished chapter in our
nation’s history ...

We apologise for the laws and policies of successive

parliaments and governments that have inflicted
profound grief, suffering and loss on these our
fellow Australians...

And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on
a proud people and a proud culture, we say sorry...to
remove a great stain from the nation’s soul and, in a
true spirit of Reconciliation, to open a new chapter in

this history of this great land, Australia....

There are thousands, tens of thousands of them:
stories of forced separation of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander children from their mums and dads over

the better part of a century...we are the bearers of

many blessings from our ancestors; therefore we must

also be the bearer of their burdens as well...

We offer this apology to the mothers, the fathers, the

brothers, the sisters, the families and the communities

whose lives were ripped apart by the actions of

successive governments under successive parliaments ...

EXX3 From Prime Minister Kevin Rudd'’s ‘Sorry Speech’,
13 February 2008

Remembering and understanding

1 What significant advancements towards
Reconciliation were made in the 1990s
in Australia?

2 What was the purpose of the Council for
Aboriginal Reconciliation?

3 Why was the Bringing Them Home report
written?

4 Why was the speech made by Kevin Rudd
on 13 February 2008 so significant?

Applying and analysing

5 Use the text and sources in this unit to
compare the way Prime Minister Keating,
Prime Minister Howard and Prime
Minister Rudd approached the issue of
Reconciliation. Present your findings in
table format.

6 What do you think the image in Source
3.9.5 will tell future generations who are
evaluating and analysing the perspective of
the people shown? What might they be able
to tell about the historical significance of
Sorry Day?

7 How does Source 3.9.6 link the trauma
experienced by the Stolen Generations to
issues within Indigenous communities today?
Write a 250-300 word report explaining these
links. Use information from the text and
sources to support your statements.
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The continuing fight for civil rights

and freedoms

Children’s rights

The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948
proclaimed that everyone is entitled to rights and freedoms
regardless of their ethnicity, sex, religion or language. It was
a landmark document that forged a way forward for civil
rights activists throughout the world. It became evident
that because of their vulnerability, special safeguards were
necessary for the legal protection of children. As a result,
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted by the
UN in 1959.

Now, therefore, the General Assembly proclaims this
Declaration of the Rights of the Child to the end that
he may have a happy childhood and enjoy for his
own good and for the good of society the rights and
freedoms herein set forth, and calls upon parents,
upon men and women as individuals, and upon
voluntary organizations, local authorities and national
Governments to recognize these rights and strive for
their observance by legislative and other measures.

EET¥N From the preamble to the Declaration of the Rights of
the Child, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1959

The Declaration of the Rights of
the Child

The Declaration of the Rights of the Child set out ten principles
(summarised below), which the UN called upon all people
to adhere to.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was ratified by
Australia in 1990 and is the first legally binding tool to
outline, embrace and protect children’s rights.

Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples

In 1982, the UN Economic and Social Council established a
Working Group on Indigenous Populations. Its task was to
create a declaration on the rights of Indigenous people. In
1985, with more than 100 Indigenous groups participating,
the drafting process began. On 13 September 2007, the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was officially
adopted by the General Assembly.

The voting

During the voting process to accept the new document,

143 states voted in favour of its acceptance, four voted against
(Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the US—all countries
with large non-Indigenous immigrant populations) and
eleven abstained. Some concerns were expressed that the
Declaration would give ‘extra’ rights to Indigenous people
that non-Indigenous people would not be granted.

Every child without exception be entitled to the rights set out in this document.

7
8
9

A child shall be provided special protection. They will be provided every opportunity to develop physically,
mentally, morally, spiritually, and socially in a healthy and normal manner, in freedom and dignity.

A child is entitled from their birth to a name and nationality.
A child and his mother are entitled to special care, including adequate housing, nutrition, recreation and medical services.

A child with special needs is entitled to special treatment, including education and care specific to their particular
condition.

A child requires love and understanding. Where possible a child shall remain with their parents and only under
special circumstances be separated from their mother.

A child is entitled to free and compulsory education.
A child shall in all circumstances be among the first to receive protection and relief.

A child shall be protected against all forms of cruelty, neglect and exploitation, and traffic of any form.

10 A child is to be protected from any practice that fosters racial, religious or any other form of discrimination.

EET¥I The ten principles of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1959
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The Declaration

The Declaration was significant as it represented an
international agreement that Indigenous people should
be treated with respect worldwide, including the need to
recognise, support and protect Indigenous rights globally.
It affirmed many statements set out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, such as rejection of any
practice or policy that discriminates based on race, culture
or religion.

The document also addressed concerns of Indigenous
treatment in the past, recognised the need for
Reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people and welcomed their contribution to a culturally
diverse world. Through forty-one articles in the Declaration
(see Source 3.10.3) it sought to recognise the cultural
differences between Indigenous groups and past experiences,
while still promoting collective rights.

In Australia

The Declaration posed numerous legal ramifications and
many nations, including signatories, issued statements
regarding their intention to clarify their interpretation

of specific rights, such as self-determination. While the
Declaration is not legally binding and had no immediate
effect in Australia, as a wealthy Western nation Australia was
expected to respect the principles outlined in the articles.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why were the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child created?

2 Why was the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples created?

3 Why were some countries initially reluctant to
sign the Declaration?

Applying and analysing

4 Prepare a multimedia presentation identifying
the reasons behind the creation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and
the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous

Peoples. Include common principles and aims
that are evident in both documents.

The main issue of concern for the Howard Government
was the wording of the Declaration and how it could be
interpreted. By 2010, all four nations who voted against the
document agreed to endorse the Declaration. However, the
Australian Government (now under Labor Prime Minister,
Kevin Rudd) made it clear that the Declaration would not
compromise existing laws and would only be used to guide
future policy-making.

On 17 September 2007 ... Australia was one of four
countries that voted against the Declaration. Today
we acknowledge Articles 8 and 10... We support
Indigenous peoples’ aspiration to develop a level of
economic independence so they can manage their
own affairs and maintain their strong culture and
identity ...

The Indigenous land rights movement has a proud
place in Australia’s history with ... Federal laws
recognising traditional ownership... Today we celebrate
the great privilege all Australians have to live alongside
the custodians of the oldest continuing cultures in
human history ...

EETE] From the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, delivered by Jenny Macklin, Minister for Families,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs in the Rudd
Labor Government, 3 April 2009

5 Read the ten articles listed in the text. Rank
them in order of importance to you. Write two
to three paragraphs explaining your ranking.

Evaluating and creating

6 Rights are sometimes referred to as needs, as
opposed to wants. Create a two-column table
and list at least five needs in one column and
five wants in the other that apply to your stage
of life.

a Compare your lists with others in the class.
Were your lists similar?

b Were there any disagreements about what
was a need and what was a want?

c Discuss how you differentiated between
the two.
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Post-war political

crises

In the 1940s and 1950s, a ‘cold war’
developed between the communist Soviet
Union and the capitalist United States.
Despite its title, the Cold War saw several
‘hot’ conflicts including the Korean War
and Vietnam War. As a US ally, Australia
became involved in both wars, and fears of
the ‘Red Scare’ of communism dominated
Australian post-war politics. When the
government that ended Australia’s
commitment to the Vietnam War fell

into trouble, Australia was plunged into
another political crisis—the dismissal.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

4A What political ideas were contested
and debated after World War 11?

4B How did the Cold War affect social and
political life in Australia?

4C How did involvement in the Vietham
War change Australian society?

4D What other political crises did Australia
face and why were they significant?

A
LS | Before you begin

EX¥l This image taken in August 1967 came to epitomise
the Australian Vietham War experience. US army helicopters
have arrived to return the soldiers to Nui Dat after
completion of a cordon and search mission.

GLOSSARY

capitalism an economic system that allows private
ownership of property and encourages a free market;
often the economic system to support democracy

Cold War the name given to the period following
the end of World War Il, characterised by intense
economic, political and ideological conflict between
capitalist Western bloc countries led by the United
States and communist Eastern bloc countries led by
the Soviet Union, and the build-up of military forces
and weapons

communism a political system in which all
property is in theory owned collectively; in practice,
government holds ownership of farms, factories,
businesses and banks

conscientious objector one who is opposed
to war for moral or religious reasons

conservative a political philosophy that is used

to describe one who prefers to maintain tradition;
during the Vietnam War conservatives came to be
associated with aggressive foreign policy goals that
advocated use of the military to achieve them

defection to desert or abandon your country

democracy a political system where government
leaders are elected by the country’s people to make
decisions on their behalf

espionage use of spies by the government to find
out the political and military activities of other nations

ideology system of ideas and beliefs

McCarthyism public campaign led by US Senator
Joseph McCarthy against alleged communists and
their sympathisers in the 1950s

moratorium ban on an activity; in the case of the
Vietham War an organised public demonstration to
protest against involvement in the war

supply government budget bills
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Political crises in post-war Australia

Australia faced many challenges after World War |l. Some of these
were home-grown while others reflected international tensions.

Communist Party is formed in Australia

=

Joseph McCarthy
begins investigating

suspected
Ho Chi Minh forms the communists in
Vietnamese Communist Party US government

A

C An image broadcast around the world showing a napalm
attack during the Vietham War. It was these types of
images that started to sway public opinion against the war.

o O o

1920 1930 1940 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955®"= """

O

1939-1945: : } 1950-1960 Malayan Emergency
World War Il pp > 1950-1953 Korean War

(o J o) o o o

m.1950 O

\ 4
Colombo Plan begins; Australian Communist Petrov Affair; Vietnam War begins;
Party Dissolution Bill passed; Korean War Battle of Dien Bien Phu; SEATO is

begins; Australian troops are sent to Korea formed; Robert Menzies is returned
as part of the UN peacekeeping mission as Prime Minister of Australia

Korean War ends

B1950]

Australia commits troops to Malaya

B9

Australian High Court declares the
Communist Dissolution Bill unconstitutional;
ANZUS Treaty is signed; Referendum to ban
the Communist Party in Australia is
unsuccessful

Senator Joseph McCarthy speaking, 1950s B
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Gough Whitlam outside Parliament House, B
11 November 1975

South Vietnam’s President
Ngo Dinh Diem visits Australia;
Prime Minister Menzies
reaffirms support

Ho Chi Minh forms the
National Liberation Front

1973 Lo LN ] Australia’s withdrawal from Vietnam
* || is completed; Whitlam government is
The last Australian troops leave Vietnam \ dismissed by the Governor General

Australian involvement
begins in Vietham

o o O o O

1956 1960 1970 1980

ENNINNEESNNEEENNNEERNNNNEE o

N

A\ 54
National Service Act reintroduces Australia’s military commitment in South
conscription in Australia Vietnam ends; Whitlam government is elected

First Australian conscripts arrive in
South Vietnam; Battle of Long Tan

1968

The Tet offensive; My Lai massacre

Australians march in nationwide moratoriums to call for an end to the war

This famous image, captured in 1972, shows children fleeing their village in Trang Bang, B
South Vietnam, where a napalm bomb has just exploded. This confronting photograph
highlights the tragic impact of the Vietham War on innocent civilians.
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The fear of communism

The period after World War I saw communism pitted
against (or competing with) democratic capitalism in a
Cold War characterised by fear, mistrust and, at times,
open conflict. When Australia became a combatant against
communism in South-East Asia, Australians were bitterly
divided over the human costs of involvement. Fears of
communist activity in Australia created further tensions.

The government that ended Australia’s commitment to the
Vietnam War faced a range of scandals and financial woes,
leading to its dismissal by the Governor General.

Did you know?

The Cold War was MAD. MAD referred to ‘mutual
assured destruction’, a military doctrine based on
the idea that the opponents in the Cold War could
completely destroy each other, and were therefore
in a kind of ‘peace’.
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Cold War military alliances

Founding members of the North
Atlantic Alliance (NATO) 1949

Entry: Greece and Turkey 1952,
West Germany 1955, Spain 1982

Founding members of the
Warsaw pact 1955

[ Entry: East Germany 1956
V77 withdrawal: Albania 1968

The emergence of new
enemies

The dropping of atomic bombs on Japan at the end of
World War II altered modern warfare and affected the
climate of international politics. The nuclear age had arrived
and the post-war world came to be dominated by the USSR
and the US. This was because they possessed the ultimate
military weapon, the nuclear bomb, which elevated them

to the status of superpowers. The source of their conflict
was two very distinct political ideologies: communism

and democratic capitalism. Characterised by a climate of
fear, mutual suspicion and paranoia, the world split into
two distinct camps. The Eastern bloc was led by the USSR,
while the Western bloc countries were allies of the US. This
world conflict, known as the Cold War, lasted from 1945
until 1991.



BANQUET oF
= PROPAGANDA

“Yum, yum, at least we both like the same food!”’

EE®] ‘Yum, yum, at least we both like the same food’ by
Franklin, 27 July 1959. The cartoon refers to the tension
between Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev and US Vice-
President Richard Nixon as they debated the merits of
communism versus capitalism during the Soviet leader’s
11 day tour of the US in 1959.

The Cold War

The Cold War was unique. As the name implies it was not
a typical war. Each superpower sought to acquire allies

in their search for global superiority. These allies were
often politically weak and economically unstable and
were easily brought under the influence of the stronger
superpower. The stockpiling of nuclear weapons served
as a demonstration of their military power and left the
rest of the world gripped with fear that a nuclear war

was imminent.

Although a major catastrophe was avoided, regional
disputes erupted around the globe whereby each
superpower sought to assert its authority at the expense of
the other. This was a regular feature and characteristic of
the Cold War.

IE®E] Main alliances during the Cold War

England China

Australia Poland

Canada Hungary
France Czechoslovakia

Two competing ideologies

The two ideologies that characterised the Cold War were
capitalist democracy and single-party communism.

The table in Source 4.1.4 identifies some of the key
characteristics and differences between them.

Tactics of the Cold War

The Cold War was fought using a variety of strategies

®
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Media, books and films were used to
criticise the other side. Fear and creation

JETCEERRER  of an enemy was common. It was also an
opportunity to promote the benefits of

their way of life over the enemy’s.

Each side built up a stockpile of weapons
in order to deter the other side from
attacking them. Military bases and
missiles were established in friendly
countries, entrenching the idea of a

divided world.

The USSR and the US competed to be
the first in space. As the Cold War went
on, each side competed to have the best
space technology, including satellites
and rockets.

Space race

Money and resources were provided to
struggling nations in order to gain allies.

Economic
assistance

Each side constantly tried to outdo the
Rivalry other in terms of standards of living,

culture and sport.

Both sides actively sought alliances with
friendly countries in order to try to
spread their influence over the world.

- . Both sides helped rebels overthrow
Military aid .
governments that were hostile to them.
Each side constantly criticised the other
and when it suited them, supported
proxy wars between competing allies.

Threats and
intimidation

Spying was used by both powers to gain

Espionage . R
access to secrets and information.
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IE®] The two main ideologies that dominated the Cold War

Commmmussn——— pemaeeus

OGN ENE « Communist Party is the only political party * multiparty system

structure « citizens do not vote in elections « all citizens have the right to vote
* Communist Party Politburo chooses the leader * people choose who best represents their interests
* leader stays in power until they die or are forced out * elections are held every 4 years
Economy * government owns all business and factories * individual ownership is encouraged
* no private profit allowed * individuals are able to profit from their business
 all goods and services are supposed to be shared * people pay taxes to the government and this money is
equally among the people redistributed to areas where it is needed
* total control over media » freedom of the media and speech
* no freedom of speech * in theory, everyone in the US can attain wealth
* no freedom of press ¢ US has a Bill of Rights that aims to guarantee every
« Communist Party labelled the West corrupt and believed individual civil liberties—freedom of press, speech and
that the Soviet people need protection from their ideas religion

* KGB spies on society to ensure that there is no criticism
of the government
* interests of the state are more important than the

individual
Communism Spreads new initiative was the acceptance of the domino theory,
In 1949, the Cold War took an unexpected turn. Mao which shaped the West’s attitude towards communism.
Zedong had led a successful communist revolution in .
China. With this, Communism had spread from Europe The domino theOI‘V
to Asia. Australia was now firmly convinced that the The domino theory stated that countries threatened by
communist tide was moving south. Menzies and his Liberal communism were like a row of dominoes. If one nation fell,
government came to power in 1950 and immediately took then its neighbours would be more vulnerable.

measures to prepare Australia for the potential outbreak of
World War III. They developed new foreign policy directives
and sought alliances to ensure Australia’s safety. Part of this

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain how the Cold War was unique
compared to other wars.

2 What were the competing ideologies in the
Cold War?

J“ i

i
il

M
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I

Applying and analysing
3 Create a concept map summarising the
tactics of the Cold War.
4 Examine Source 4.1.2.
a What food’ do both leaders enjoy?
b Explain why the source is called Yum,
yum, at least we both like the same food!
5 Examine Source 4.1.5. Using the source
provided as a guide, design your own piece
of anti-communist propaganda.
In the timeline, find examples of both ‘cold’
tensions and ‘hot’ conflicts during the Cold
War.
7 Find three more images online that could be
EASTER EGG COLORING. = added to the timeline.

[EX] ‘Easter Egg Coloring’: Joseph Stalin painting the globe
with ‘Red Propaganda’, US cartoon, 1952
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The background

Throughout the 1950s and into the 1960s, ‘hot spots’ or
areas of Cold War conflict emerged all over Asia. These
confrontations were used to validate the domino theory
and confirm the real danger of communism. The outbreak
of the Korean War in 1950 was the first of these hot spots
to occur.

In the south, a democratic government
was set up with US support.
Syngman Rhee was selected as leader.

Korea had been
controlled by Japan
since 1910.

In the last days of
World War |l after
Japan’s defeat, the
US occupied the A communist
government was
established in
the north under
the leadership
of dictator

Kim Il Sung.

southern part of
Korea and the
Soviets the north.
This was supposed
to be a temporary
arrangement.

The division
was made
along the
38th parallel.

I®XY The division of Korea in the last days of World War Il

Reasons for Australia’s
commitment

Prime Minister Menzies made the decision to send troops
to Korea in order to foster better political and economic
relations for Australia. He was the first to commit troops to
Korea after the US issued the call. He believed that the war
in Korea was an attempt on the part of the Soviets to divert
forces to Asia so that a major assault could be launched on
Europe.

Menzies had three goals in committing to Korea:

» He hoped the US would provide Australia with a
security guarantee.

» He hoped it would help to justify to the Australian
public the need to build up its defence forces.

> He wanted to weaken the opposition party—he
portrayed Labor as being influenced by communists
in the Trade Union movement.

The invasion of South Korea

In June 1950, the North Korean People’s Army, backed

by the USSR, crossed the 38th parallel, invading South
Korea. The goal was to unify Korea under the communist
banner. Within seventy-two hours, North Korean forces had
captured Seoul, the capital of South Korea.

CHINA CHINA

NORTH
KOREA

38th parallel 38th parallel

SOUTH
KOREA

| (JAPAN + [ JAPAN

North Korea and South Korea
after WWII and before June 1950

North Korean advance,
June-September 1950

NORTH
KOREA

NORTH
KOREA

38th parallel 38th parallel

KOREA

L JAPAN . [\ JAPAN

Chinese and North Korean advance,
November 1950-January 1951

United Nations advance,
September-November 1950

CHINA

NORTH
KOREA

38th parallel

JAPAN

UN advance January-October 1951
and Armistice Line, April 1953

®*¥] Korea during the war
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The war

In the Cold War context, this was seen as an open act of
hostility. The US was not prepared to let South Korea
fall to communism. The West believed that this was the
beginning of a communist push into Asia and must be

contained immediately. The US approached the UN to set up

a taskforce to help the South Koreans. The announcement
was made to send Australian troops on 27 July 1950 and

a battalion was sent in September. The troops arrived just
in time to help push the North Koreans back across the
38th parallel.

In November 1950, the Chinese threw their backing behind

their communist allies and pushed UN forces back to the
38th parallel. By mid-1951, stalemate was reached, with a
peace settlement negotiated in 1953. Korea was to remain
as two separate nations: the North communist and the
South democratic.

In 3 years, 4 million Koreans died, fighting in harsh
conditions. About 17000 Australians served with 1584
casualties: 339 died, 1216 were wounded and 29 were
taken prisoner.

The Malayan emergency, 1950

Ruled by the British since the nineteenth century,
in the immediate post-war years Malaya (North
Malaysia today) came under threat from strong
communist guerrilla forces. In 1950, Britain
sent troops to combat the threat with Menzies
also sending troops. He believed that it was

an example of the domino theory in action

and that if communism was not stopped in
Malaya, Australia could be next. Australian
troops remained in Malaya until 1960 when the
communist forces were defeated.

Events in Malaya are, of course, a part of the
global pattern of imperialistic Communist
aggression. The ultimate objective of the

Soviet leaders is, and always has been, world
communism under their control...the result is
the ‘cold war’, a war raged relentlessly by every
means—political, economic, psychological—
short of the actual use of armed force. The
Soviet leaders have endeavoured to weaken and
integrate the non-communist countries. Checked
in Europe, they have turned to Asia.

E®XE] Prime Minister Menzies justifies Australia’s
involvement in Malaya, May 1950.
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Australia and Indonesia—a
complicated relationship

The threat of Indonesia shaped much of

Australia’s foreign policy in the post-war period. Its
geographical proximity to Australia and the growth
of communism there made it a target of suspicion
for Australia. Tension mounted when events in both
Dutch West New Guinea and Malaysia threatened
to escalate but in both instances conflict was
avoided.

Menzies and the Australian public were genuinely
concerned about a communist Indonesia in the
north. It had the following effect:

Australia was prepared to support US
initiatives in South-East Asia no matter what
the cost and no matter where it was.

=N - =N = = N N - N

Conscription was reintroduced in November
1964 —the government wanted to increase
the strength of the army to 37000.

£260 A £429

million million

The defence budget increased from £260
million in 1963-64 to £429 million in 1967-68.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why did Menzies commit troops to fight in
the Korean War?

2 List the countries that supported the two
sides during the Korean War.

Applying and analysing

3 Research the Communist Party in Australia.
Create a timeline of its activities. Templates
for timelines can be found on the internet.

Your teacher should be able to suggest
some websites to help your search.

Creating and evaluating

4 Evaluate the overall threat that communism
posed to Australia in the 1950s.



Conspiracy theories

The Cold War was known for the conspiracy theories and
atmosphere of fear it created. The 1950s in particular
were characterised by fears of ‘reds under the bed, or
communists posing as ordinary citizens. These concerns
emerged in response to events such as the victory of the
communists in the Chinese Civil War in 1949, the Soviets’
testing of a nuclear weapon in 1949 and the conviction of
Soviet spy Klaus Fuchs in 1950. Fuchs, who had worked in
the US, had given information from the US, British and
Canadian Manhattan Project to the Soviet Union.

Perhaps the most famous example of public debate over
communism was led by US Senator Joseph McCarthy in
the 1950s.

Joseph McCarthy

Joseph McCarthy was a Senator from the state of Wisconsin
who served from 1947 until his death in 1957. McCarthy
rose suddenly to prominence in February 1950 when

he announced that he had a list of staff in the State
Department who were members of the Communist Party
and a ‘spy ring’. Senator McCarthy went on to pursue

a campaign that came to typify the Cold War era; his
approach was described as a ‘witch hunt’ and his anti-
communist efforts became known as ‘McCarthyism’.

COMMUNIST PARTY ORGANIZATION USA-FEB 9.1950
., M

IEX] Senator Joseph McCarthy

Government committees

In 1952, Senator McCarthy became chair of the Committee
on Government Operations in the Senate. For the next

2 years he investigated numerous government employees
about their suspected communist affiliations.

McCarthy is said to have gained some of his ideas and
methods from the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC). HUAC had been established in the House of
Representatives in 1938. From 1947, HUAC had waged a

campaign against prominent individuals including members
of the Hollywood film industry. Although McCarthy was not
a member of HUAC, he used many of the same methods.

Targets of Senator McCarthy

Joseph McCarthy aggressively targeted a number of
groups in his bid to uncover communists and communist
sympathisers in the US.

Targets of
Senator McCarthy

The US Army

The administration
of President
Harry S. Truman

The US State
Department

l Homosexual

‘The Voice
government of America’
radio service

’ employees

McCarthy’s fall from grace

Joseph McCarthy’s campaigns drove some US citizens out
of their jobs and ruined the reputations of many others.

He faced scrutiny for his integrity in hearings in 1954 and
on 2 December that year the Senate voted to censure him.
McCarthy died in Maryland on 2 May, 1957, at the age of 48.

=
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Skills builder

Historical sources as

Ordinarily, | would not take time out from the

eVIdence important work at hand to answer [Edward]

When working out what happened in the past, Murrow. However, in this case | feel justified in
historians use a variety of primary and secondary doing so because Murrow is a symbol, a leader, and
sources as evidence. They evaluate the source the cleverest of the jackal pack, which is always

to assess how accurate and useful it is and found at the throat of anyone who dares to expose
corroborate the information by finding other individual communists and traitors.

sources that present similar information. Review

how to ask questions of a source by referring to IEXE] Senator Joseph McCarthy on See It Now, 6 April
Chapter 1. 1954

Primary sources often provide evidence of App]y

historical perspectives. Perspectives are the
different views of people from the past about
what was happening at the time. (Avoid
confusing historical perspectives with historical
interpretations, which are the views of people
well after the event. These are generally found in
secondary sources.)

1 Outline the different perspectives provided in
the sources.

2 Explain what Murrow may have meant when
he said, ‘His primary achievement has been
in confusing the public mind, as between
the internal and the external threats of

i communism.’

Perspectives on the Red Scare 3 What evidence do the sources provide about

The sources below show two contrasting the Cold War era in the US in 19547

historical perspectives on the techniques used

by Joseph McCarthy to investigate communist

activity in the US.

The line between investigating and persecuting

is a very fine one, and the junior Senator from Remembering and understanding
Wisconsin [McCarthy] has stepped over it 1 Why was there a fear of communism in the
repeatedly. His primary achievement has been US in the 1950s?

in confusing the public mind, as between the 2 Who was Joseph McCarthy and what did he
internal and the external threats of communism. attempt to achieve?

We must not confuse dissent with disloyalty. 3 Why were McCarthy’'s methods

We must remember always that accusation is
not proof and that conviction depends upon
evidence and due process of law.

controversial?
Applying and analysing
4 Find any evidence to suggest that
EHE Edward R. Murrow, US broadcast journalist, McCarthy's methods had support from

speaking about Joseph McCarthy on See It Now, some US citizens.

current affairs program, 9 March 1954 , .
prog Creating and evaluating

5 Explain whether or not you agree with
Edward Murrow's statement that a society
‘must not confuse dissent with disloyalty’.

In addition to the ‘Red Scare’ promoted by Joseph Give reasons for your answer.

McCarthy and others, there was a so-called
‘Lavender Scare’ in the US in the 1950s. The
Lavender Scare involved investigating whether —R
certain government employees were homosexual. LS | 4A
At that time, homosexuality was prohibited by law.
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Australian responses to the threat

of communism

Measures to defeat
communism

The Communist Party of Australia was a source of suspicion
in Australian politics after World War II. Many people

feared its radical aims. As Cold War tension escalated in the
1950s, the newly elected Liberal government, led by Robert
Menzies, was keen to outlaw the party.

Concerned over events in China and Korea, Menzies sought to
create a system of alliances in the South-East Asia region. As a
result, Australia became a signatory to a number of defensive
treaties that promoted collective security. An aggressor against
one state was considered an aggressor against all. Menzies
wanted to demonstrate Australia’s total commitment to
eradicating communism to both the public and the US.

ANZUS, 1951

In 1951, Australia, New Zealand and the United States signed
the Australia-New Zealand-United States Security Treaty
(ANZUS Treaty). The agreement stated that in the event of
an attack, the parties would come to each other’s aid. Signed
during the Korean War, ANZUS was an example of the US’s
desire to defend against global communism across the world
and helped to build confidence with the Australian people.

The Australians irritated the British by signing the Treaty.
The British were concerned that it would prevent Australia
from fulfilling its obligations to defend the Middle East

in the wake of a Soviet attack. It was the beginning of a
fundamental shift in Australian foreign policy.

. &

I¥®] Lieutenant General S.F. Rowell (left), Australian Chief

of General Staff, is greeted by Admiral Arthur Radford, US
Commander in Chief Pacific (right), and Major-General
Gentry, New Zealand Chief of General Staff (centre). They
were gathered for the first meeting of Australia, New Zealand
and the United States (ANZUS) military representatives,
Honolulu, US, 1952.

SEATO, 1954

The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)

was founded in 1954 as another form of collective security
agreement against communism in the region. Its members
were the US| Australia, Britain, France, New Zealand,

the Philippines, Thailand and Pakistan. South Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos were also protected under the treaty.
The SEATO treaty stipulated that if any of these countries
was under direct attack from communist forces, other
members would come to their aid.

Internal measures to defeat
communism

The Communist Party Dissolution
Bill 1951

On 27 April 1951, the Menzies government introduced the
Communist Party Dissolution Bill to give the government
power to declare the Communist Party illegal. The proposed
bill placed severe limitations on people’s civil liberties and
gave the government the right to:

Ban communists
from government
and civil service

Confiscate
Communist
Party property

and belongings. jobs.

Declare citizens

to be communists;
once declared a
communist it was
up to the individual
to prove otherwise.

Prevent
communists
from holding
office in major
trade unions.
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E¥¥] ‘All | want is the power to deal with these Reds! This
caricature depicts the attempts by Prime Minister Menzies to
ban the Communist Party of Australia. It was drawn by

A. Dyson and published in The Guardian, 2 August 1951.

Arguing the bill

The Communist Party and ten trade unions challenged
the bill, which was declared to be unconstitutional by the
Australian High Court on 9 March 1951. The banning
of any political party was thought to be undemocratic.
Wartime was the only exception.

Referendum to ban the Communist
Party

Undeterred by the High Court ruling, Menzies decided

to give the decision over to the Australian public. Once
found to be unconstitutional, the only way the bill could be
passed was if the Constitution was changed by referendum.
Menzies knew that if he wanted to win the public over

he would have to prove that the threat of communism to
Australia was real. When the Korean War broke out in June
1950, Menzies used it to argue that there was no doubt that
Australia was at war with communism.

The ‘yes’ vote
Menzies tried persuading the Australian public to vote ‘yes’:

You will not need much argument to convince you
that Communist activity in Australia has become a
grave menace to our industrial peace, to production,
to our national security and defence. It is the enemy of
defence and progress.

If communism had been content to live in its home
without the itch for both military and political conquest
we would today be living in a state of real peace.
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The ‘no’ vote
Public opinion was divided, as is evident in this editorial
from The Argus, 21 September 1951:

The referendum to be taken tomorrow is one of the
most important in Australian history. It is a referendum
... about things fundamental in democracy—the liberty
of the individual, the British tradition of justice, the
possibility of suppressing ideas with the bludgeon.

The referendum asks powers to set up a ‘Police State'—
to open the way to condemnation without proof, the
anonymous smear by perjurers, pimps and informers,
to the destruction of the whole traditional British way of
justice and the Australian way of life. We say No!

E¥E] Arguments for and against the proposed bill to ban the
Communist Party in Australia, 1951

The referendum was bitterly contested and divisive. Held

on 22 September 1950, it was very narrowly defeated. The

referendum demonstrated that:

> Australians valued their political freedom more than
they feared communism

» workers in Australia saw Menzies as a greater threat than
communism—they did not want him to take power away
from the unions, even if they had been infiltrated by
communists

» for Australians, the anti-communist debate had merged
with racism and many believed communism was
being used to justify racist foreign policy and border

protection.
N
LS | 4B

Remembering and understanding

1 Why did Menzies embark on a series of
defensive treaties in the early 1950s?

2 Explain the High Court’s decision to declare
the Communist Party Dissolution Bill
unconstitutional.

Applying and analysing
3 Examine Source 4.4.2.
a ldentify the figures in the cartoon.
b Explain what the cartoon means.
c Assess the impact of this source on the
voters in the referendum.

4 Examine Source 4.4.3, which explores both
sides of the debate. Assess the arguments
for each side and explain which one is the
most convincing.



The scandal: A summary

On the eve of the 1954 federal election, Australia was rocked
by a communist spy scandal. Details of a Soviet spy ring
operating in Australia dominated news headlines. Menzies
announced a Royal Commission to investigate the full
extent of the matter. The Petrov affair became the key issue
in the election and created a fracture in the Labor Party that
they would not recover from for 18 years.

In April 1954, Vladimir Petrov, a Soviet diplomat, made

a request to the federal government for political asylum.

In exchange for his status being granted, Petrov informed
and provided evidence to indicate Soviet espionage within
Australia. The media portrayed him as a Cold War ally who
had escaped the evil grip of communism.

EX¥] Dramatic scenes at the airport as concerned crowds
try to prevent Evdokia Petrov’'s departure.

Evdokia Petrov’s story

When the Soviets discovered that Petrov had
defected, they immediately detained his wife

in the Soviet embassy. She was unaware of

her husband'’s defection. Two Russian guards
arrived to take her back to the USSR on 19
April. Aware that Mrs Petrov would probably
face death upon her arrival back in the USSR,

a crowd of approximately 2000 people flooded
into the airport to defend and protest against
her removal. Mrs Petrov commented: ‘Under the
floodlights of the airport | saw the milling crowd

and asked my escorts to get it back for me, but
they would not stop.’

While aboard the flight to Darwin, a terrified Mrs
Petrov informed the staff that the two Soviet
guards were armed. Menzies decided he could
not let her go in these conditions and she was
rescued at Darwin airport when the aircraft
stopped for refuelling. Evdokia Petrov was given
the opportunity to stay in Australia and after
speaking with her husband also applied for
political asylum. By defecting, the Petrovs had
committed treason and would never see their
families again.

XX A distressed Evdokia Petrov, wife of Vladimir Petrov, is
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The Soviet response

The Petrov defection was a serious blow to the Soviets. Not
only were they angry with the Petrovs for committing treason,
but they were also fearful as top secret documents held by
Petrov were given over to the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation (ASIO) and the federal government. The Soviets
were placed in a vulnerable position. They accused the
Australian government of kidnapping Mrs Petrov, assaulting
Soviet diplomatic officials and behaving against the accepted
norms of international law. In addition, they withdrew

their embassy from Australia and requested that Australia
withdraw its diplomatic presence in Moscow.

The Royal Commission

In the immediate aftermath of Vladimir Petrov’s defection,
Menzies established a Royal Commission on Espionage

to investigate Soviet spies and the extent of their activities
in Australia. The findings of the Royal Commission were
released in 1955. No charges were officially laid but evidence
of spying was confirmed.

The consequences of the
Petrov affair

There were three major consequences of the Petrov scandal

in Australia:

» the threat of communism—the media used the Petrov
Affair to hype up the threat of communism; in the 1950s,
the fear of communism had reached hysterical levels

» Liberal election win—the Liberals won the federal
election in 1954; the swift and definite action of Menzies
and his government in dealing with Soviet espionage was
rewarded by the Australian public; they felt confident
that the Liberal government had handled the threat well

» the Labor Party split.

During the Royal Commission into the Petrov affair, several
Labor Party members were questioned. The leader of the
Labor Party, HV. Evatt, tried to defend the implicated
people but this made him I

TYURLL)

appear to be a communist
sympathiser. Catholics

and others within the
Labor Party did not want
the party to be associated
with communism. As a
result, the Labor Party
splitin 1955 with the
Democratic Labor Party
forming 2 years later. This :
conservative group led by

Bob Santamaria took a firm / 3
stance against communism. G / )
IXXE] B.A. (Bob) Santamaria,
1943
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The downfall of Evatt

H.V. Evatt accused the Liberal Party and Menzies of stalling
the news of Petrov’s defection for a year. He argued that they
were part of an elaborate conspiracy devised to help Menzies
win the election. Prior to the scandal, polls indicated that
Labor would win the 1954 election. Evatt also claimed that
the whole affair was a conspiracy directed at him personally.

¥ H.V. Evatt

Remembering and understanding

1 Outline the Soviet response to the Petrov
affair.

2 Describe the effect of the Petrov scandal on
the Labor Party.

Applying and analysing

3 Examine Sources 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 and
explain how they contributed to the mood
of hysteria that surrounded communism in
the 1950s.

4 Compare the views and responses of the
Liberal and Labor parties to the Petrov affair
using a Venn diagram.



The First Indochina War

From the mid-nineteenth century, Vietcnam, Cambodia

and Laos were known collectively as Indochina and were
occupied by the French. Vietnam’s location and raw
materials, such as rubber and rice, made it a natural target
for invasion. For the French, who ruled there for nearly 100
years, it also served as a foothold into Asia. In 1945, Ho Chi
Minh declared Vietnam independent but France refused to
accept this, sparking the First Indochina War.

The Battle of Dien Bien Phu

In 1954, French occupation of Indochina was ended by the
success of Vietnamese liberation forces, the Viet Minh, in
the Battle of Dien Bien Phu. The French withdrawal left
behind a power void. Ho Chi Minh believed his Viet Minh
forces had won the right to govern themselves.

Geneva Accords, 1954

In February 1954, the Geneva Accords temporarily divided

Vietnam into two regions:

» The People’s Republic of Vietnam—North Vietnam—was
placed under the care of Ho Chi Minh

» The Republic of Vietnam—South Vietnam—was placed
under the care of Ngo Dinh Diem, a puppet of the US
government.

Ho Chi Minh—‘the enlightened

one’

Ho Chi Minh believed that the rich prospered
by exploiting the poor and that communist
ideology would right this wrong.

Having read the United States Declaration

of Independence, Ho Chi Minh believed that
the US would help him to rule over a free and
independent Vietnam. However, President
Truman ignored his requests for help. As leader
of the free democratic world, Truman could not
be seen to be assisting a communist. Truman
had also promised to help the French re-
establish control of the region.

Ho Chi Minh formed the National Liberation
Front (NLF) to remove foreign rule. The West
now saw Vietnam as a key ‘domino’ in a line of
South-East Asian states.

1966-68, 1972 V. .~
Hanoi X Hale_ho’hg
Jon Gulf of

r X Guif of
/ Tonkin
Incident

17th
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Tonkin :

Parallel

CAMBODIA )
= Invasion

of Cambodia A(
| 1970 }

’ Phnom Penh .

' Tet Offensive 1968

Gulf of 3 n
Thailand “Tet Offensive 1968
Fall of Saigon 1975
KEY South China
X Major battles e
A Major US air bases | 0 200 km
——————

EX¥E] A divided Vietnam after the Geneva Convention

Did you know?

Ho Chi Minh didn't allow friendships to get in the

way of his political ideology. When his friend Ta

Thu Thau said that he opposed communism, Ho

answered, ‘anyone who does not follow the line
determined by me will be smashed'.
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Cold War politics

The division of Vietnam was seen as a temporary solution.
However, national elections never took place. The US supported
Diem and sent advisers to South Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh was
furious and declared his intention to liberate the South.

XX Ho Chi Minh, leader of North Vietham, was
affectionately known as ‘Uncle Ho' by his supporters.

Creation of the National

Liberation Front

The NLF was created in 1960 by Ho Chi Minh to rid
Vietnam of Diem and the US soldiers. They worked in cells
to spread the word about ‘Uncle Ho’ and the benefits of
communism.

Diem and the West called the NLF the Viet Cong (VC),
meaning ‘Vietnamese Commies’.

Kennedy'’s policy in Vietnam

US President John Kennedy came to office in 1960 with
Vietnam just one of many Cold War issues. He wanted

to use South Vietnam to test new US counter-insurgency
tactics, and to win the Vietnamese people over to democracy.
The US maintained an advisory role in Vietnam while
showing the world that the US lived up to its commitment
to fight communism.

Collapse of Diem’s regime

By 1963, the South was in disarray. Saigon experienced riots
and demonstrations calling for the end of the corrupt Diem
regime, the reunification of the country, and the removal of
the US soldiers. On 11 June 1963, the world was horrified
at the footage of a Buddhist monk self-immolating (setting
fire to himself) in protest at Diem’s discrimination against
Buddhists. The demonstrations signalled to Kennedy that
Diem had lost the support of the South.

EXXE] A Buddhist monk self-immolating in protest against Diem’s regime, 1963
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Two assassinations

The US ambassador and the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) urged Kennedy to support a coup to oust Diem.

Diem was murdered on 1 November 1963 by the Army of
the Republic of Viet Nam (ARVN) but supported by the
CIA. Three weeks later, President Kennedy was assassinated.

The Gulf of Tonkin incident

In November 1964, the newly elected President Johnson

claimed that the North Vietnamese had deliberately

attacked a US ship in the Gulf of Tonkin. He convinced US

Congtess to support the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, which

had two key provisions:

» the US could use ‘any and all resources necessary’

» the US could provide combat support to any SEATO
nation (such as South Vietnam) directly threatened by
North Vietnam.

Bombing of North Vietnam and the dispatch of military
troops commenced within days. No official declaration of
war was ever made on Vietnam by the US.

The unofficial war: The
commencement of military

intervention

By 1968, there were over half a million US troops in
Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh was able to secure Soviet military
support and supplies to the Viet Cong.

Two perspectives on US involvement
Source 4.6.4 indicates why President Johnson made

the decision to escalate US involvement in Vietnam.
Source 4.6.5 is a reflection from the Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara.

The contest in Vietnam is part of a wider pattern of
aggressive purpose.

Why are we in South Vietham? We are here because
we have a promise to keep...to help South Vietnam
defend its independence...

We are also there to strengthen world order. Around
the globe from Berlin to Thailand, are people whose
well-being rests, in part, on the belief that they can
count on us if they are attacked...

The central lesson of our time is that the appetite for
aggression is never satisfied. To withdraw from one
battlefield means only to prepare for the next.

XX President Johnson justifies his decision to escalate
intervention, 7 April 1965

| believe we could and should have withdrawn from
South Vietnam either in late 1963, in late 1964, or early
1965. We misjudged the geopolitical intentions of

our adversaries (in this case, North Vietnam and the
Viet Cong) and we exaggerated the dangers to the
United States of their actions. We saw in them [South
Vietnamese] a thirst for—and a determination to fight
for—freedom and democracy... We underestimated
the power of nationalism to motivate a people (in this
case, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong) to fight and
die for their beliefs and values. Our misjudgements,
friend and foe alike, reflected our profound ignorance
of Vietnam'’s history, culture and politics.

XX Reflections of Robert McNamara, the US Secretary
of Defence from 1961-68. He was a trusted adviser

to President Kennedy on the issue of Vietnam until
Kennedy’s assassination.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why was Vietnam a target for foreign
invasion?

2 Explain the immediate consequence of the
failure to hold elections in 1956.

3 Who were the NLF and what was their
purpose?

Applying and analysing

4 Examine the events in the timeline that
refer to Vietnam. Why might Vietham have
featured so strongly in the post-war era?

5 Judging from the timeline, which countries
were affected by communism or had
concerns about it?

6 Assess the importance of the Cold War as a
cause of the Vietham War.

7 Examine Source 4.6.1 and assess the impact
the division of Vietham would have had on
the region.

8 Study Source 4.6.3. Discuss the impact
that the release of this image would have
had on Diem’s regime, both internally and
internationally.
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‘We’ll be there’—Australia’s

involvement

Australian foreign policy in
the 1950s and 1960s

It has been a long-held belief that Australia got involved

in Vietnam because the US asked them to; however, it is
much more complicated than this. Australia’s geographical
location meant that it was far more involved in the region
than its US counterpart.

Vietnam became important to the two countries for
different reasons. Australians feared Asian invasion

and Indonesian communism, and these concerns were

far more prevalent in their minds than Vietnam. The
following undercurrents dominated political thinking in
Australia, ultimately leading them to being involved in the
Vietnam issue.

Fear of Asian invasion

Historically, Australians were fearful of foreign attack,
especially from its Asian neighbours. This was evident in
the very first legislation passed after Federation in 1901,
which made up the White Australia Policy. This fear was
consolidated by the Japanese attacks during World War
II, which was still a fresh memory for many Australians in
the 1960s. The communist revolution in China not only
alarmed the democratic world but also linked the fear of
Asian invasion to the Cold War.

There was a particularly Australian and longstanding
fear of Asian invasion from the North, which merged
with Cold War fears of communist expansionism.
Arising initially in response to the quite substantial
Chinese immigration of the nineteenth century,
enshrined in the White Australia Policy still in force
when Australian troops were first sent to Vietnam, and
given validity by the very real threat from Japan in the
Second World War, there remained in the 1960s a great
deal of xenophobia and anti-Asian racism.

From Vietnam: War Myth and Memory, Jeffrey Grey
and Jeff Doyle, 1992

Australia unable to defend itself
Australia was not confident in its ability to defend itself due
to its large size and small population, and historically had
always looked to Britain to defend its interests. A serious
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decline in Britain’s world position in the 1930s, coupled
with the strain created by World War II, signalled a turning
point in Australia’s foreign relations and it looked to the US
for support.

Australia’s relationship with
the US

Australia was keen to demonstrate to the US that it was a
worthy ally. It was the first country to show support for the
US in the Korean War and also the first to publicly endorse
the decision of escalation in Vietnam. Initially, the federal
government sent advisers to South Vietnam, as it did not
have the material resources on hand. Australia particularly
wanted to build up credit with the US and, to a lesser extent,
Britain to ensure that if the country was attacked, it would
be protected. It was a form of insurance policy. Most people
also believed that military involvement in Vietnam would be
minimal and worth it in terms of what Australia stood to
gain from an indebted US.

Belief in forward defence

The theory of forward defence was linked to the domino
theory. Menzies believed that the government’s objective
must be to locate the threat and eliminate it before it could
become greater. He argued that it was better to fight the
communist threat in Asia before it arrived in Australia.

The supposed aggression displayed by the communist forces
in North Vietnam was another clear example of the domino
theory in action.

Treaty obligations

Australia had signed the ANZUS and SEATO treaties, which
required them to assist their regional neighbours if they were
attacked. When the US committed ground troops to Vietnam,
they used the SEATO Treaty to legitimise their escalation.

Did you know?

Military spending decreased significantly under the
Menzies government during the 1950s and early
1960s despite how passionately Menzies promoted
the idea that communism posed a great threat to
Australia. Between 1953 and 1964, the military budget
was almost halved from 4.9 to 2.5% of Australia’s
gross domestic product (GDP). Although as was
noted earlier in the chapter, this spending had almost
doubled again by 1968 as Australia’s involvement in
the Vietham War increased.



o

Prime Minister Robert Menzies (centre) at the SEATO
Conference in Canberra with other representatives on
11 March 1957

Australia and Vietnam: The
next domino

By the early 1960s, Vietnam had become an area of concern
for Australia. Menzies believed that Vietnam was another
potential communist threat that was going to aggravate

the Cold War. The West was convinced that Vietnam was in
serious danger of falling prey to communism, leading to the
collapse of South-East Asia.

Australia also saw the situation in Vietnam as evidence of
Chinese expansionism. The Menzies government argued
that it was the North Vietnamese communists, with the
support of the Chinese who had invaded the South. The
government was insistent that this was not a civil war (an
internal conflict between the Vietnamese people), but was
instead part of the international fight against communist
aggression. To acknowledge that it was a civil war would
have undermined the government’s argument for sending
Australian troops. The government was also very careful
to say that the conflict was not about local issues or
unease with a corrupt government for fear that this would
undermine public support for Australia going to war in
support of the South Vietnamese government.

Australian advisers in South
Vietnam

In 1962, Australia committed itself to the conflict and

sent advisers to South Vietnam. The arrangement suited
Australia because the US was committed to the Asia-Pacific
region if Indonesia attacked. The US gained international
approval for its intervention because it was seen as offering
moral support as opposed to earlier French imperialism.

Australia provided communications equipment, barbed wire
and a training team to instruct in the areas of jungle warfare,

village defence, engineering signals and other activities.
These elite members of the Australian military instructed
and equipped the ARVN to help them defeat the Viet Cong.

Menzies escalates Australian
involvement

US involvement in Vietnam escalated soon after the Gulf of
Tonkin incident. It was the opportunity that Menzies had
been waiting for. But Australia could not simply send troops
to South Vietnam; it had to wait for an invitation. This was
not going to be easily obtained as the South Vietnamese
were reluctant to seek further international assistance. They
did not want the level of foreign involvement to escalate.
The invitation had to come via US prompting.

The federal government had made the decision to commit
military troops to Vietnam in April 1965, although Menzies
had approached President Johnson as early as December
1964. On 18 April 1965, the Australian ambassador was
instructed to obtain an invitation from South Vietnam
requesting assistance. The Prime Minister of South Vietnam
agreed on 28 April. On 29 April in the evening, Menzies
made the announcement to parliament.

For several months before Menzies's announcement,
Australian officials in Saigon had badgered the South
Viethnamese regime to ‘request’ Australian regular troops.
They had failed. The regime in Saigon knew not only that
the population would oppose the presences of foreign
armies, but that this would be a gift of propaganda to the
NLF (Viethamese communist army). On the afternoon

he had intended dramatically to inform Parliament of the
South Viethnamese ‘request’ for Australian help, Menzies
was in a fury. He had no confirmation, no piece of official
paper to quote and wave. Moreover, some bastard in

the cabinet had leaked the news that Australia was

to send troops to Vietham. When Parliament returned
after the dinner adjournment, Menzies'’s luck was in; he
was handed a letter from the South Viethamese Prime
Minister, Dr Phan Huy Quat, confirming the Saigon
Government's acceptance of an offer of Australian troops.

Journalist John Pilger's account of how Menzies
obtained a ‘request’ for help in Vietham, from A Secret
Country, John Pilger, 1989

Such was his efforts to strengthen strategic links
with Britain, Menzies allowed the British to carry
out nuclear tests in Australia without consulting his
cabinet and under a great deal of secrecy. Between
1952 and 1957, Britain exploded twelve nuclear
bombs in three sites around Australia.
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The Australian Government is now in receipt of a
request from the Government of South Vietnam for
further military assistance.

There can be no doubt of the gravity of the situation
in South Vietnam ... We do not and must not overlook
the point that our alliances, as well as providing
guarantees and assurances for our security, make
demands upon us. We have to bear in mind, and
make preparations against, the possibility of other
developments in the region, which could make
demands on our Australian defence capacity.

The takeover of South Vietnam would be a direct
military threat to Australia and all the countries of
South and South-East Asia. It must be seen as part of
a thrust by Communist China between the Indian and
Pacific Oceans.

Prime Minister Menzies announcing the dispatch of
troops to Vietnam, 29 April 1965

The response of the Opposition

The Opposition strongly opposed the decision to go to war.

Leader of the Labor Party Arthur Calwell issued a statement

of response to challenge Menzies’s decision. He believed that

the commitment of troops would only make the situation

worse and made the following observations:

> involvement would harm the fight against communism
in the long term

> the welfare of the Vietnamese people would not benefit
from intervention

> intervention would create a source of tension between the
Vietnamese people and Australians

> it was an unintelligent response to Chinese power

> the decision was not in Australia’s best strategic interests.

He also went on to say that Australian involvement was
based on three false assumptions:

> awrong view of the nature of the war in Vietnam

> afailure to understand the communist challenge

> afalse idea in regard to the interests of the US and its allies.

Did you know?

The Vietham War was the first to be fought under
the scrutiny of public opinion. Every night, people
watched the latest war developments from the
comfort of their living rooms. This had a profound
impact on the attitude of Australians towards the
war. It has been said that the Vietham War was
lost in people’s living rooms.
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An image broadcast around the world showing a
napalm attack during the Vietham War. It was these types of
images that started to sway public opinion against the war.

Remembering and understanding

1 What name was given to the theory that
communism could spread throughout Asia
and eventually reach Australia?

Why did the Menzies government refuse to

say that the conflict was a civil war?

Applying and analysing

3 Create a concept map to show the reasons for
Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War.

4 According to Source 4.7.1, what was the
main reason for Australia’s involvement in
the Vietnam War?

5 Study Source 4.7.3.

a Why was the South Vietnamese
government so slow in sending a
‘request’ to Australia?

b Why was Menzies in such a fury?

¢ Outline the means by which Menzies
was able to obtain a request for help.

6 Read Source 4.7.4.

a Outline the case that Menzies makes for
involvement in Vietham.

b Account for the differences in Menzies’
reasons for involvement in Vietnam with
the other sources in this unit.

Creating and evaluating

7 Was Australia’s involvement in Vietham
justified? Use the sources from this unit to
argue your case.



Initial responses to the war

When the Menzies government decided to send combat
troops to Vietnam there was general public support for the
war. Menzies presented a strong case that an independent
nation had been invaded by an aggressive force and that it
needed Australia’s assistance.

Supporters of the war

The main three groups to support the war were:

the government
the RSL clubs

the armed forces.

Other supporters included those who genuinely feared
communism and felt that Australia needed to be protected.
Some knew little about the historical context of the war and
believed that the South Vietnamese government had asked
the Australian government for assistance against the North.

We are now at war ... Australia is to fight on the Asian
mainland to aid the United States in stopping the
advance of Communism, which threatens us directly.
We are going ... to support the South Viethamese
Government against the aggression of North Vietnam,
backed by communist China. Our Government has
made the decision in our name, and that is its duty. The
nation now has to support that...

IXEY Editorial from the Courier Mail, 1 May 1965, supporting
the government decision to go to war

Opposition to the war

Opposition to the war was limited at first, but grew over
time and can be classified into three groups:

people who opposed the
use of conscription

conscientious objectors
who are opposed to all war

people who were specifically
opposed to the Vietnam War.

Opposition arguments

The groups did hold some common beliefs about the war,

such as:

» most people in South Vietnam supported the National
Liberation Front and wanted to be a unified country
under Ho Chi Minh

» the South Vietnamese government was corrupt and
ruled by a series of dictators

» the conflict in Vietham was a civil war because under
the Geneva Accords, North and South Vietnam were not
intended to be separate countries

» the war was about national liberation for Vietnam
not communism

» the US was acting aggressively against a much
smaller power

> Australia was not acting under its own independent
foreign policy; rather, it was a servant to the US
in the search for collective security and protection
against communism

» the US was committing atrocities against the
Vietnamese people.

Conscription and ‘Nashos’

Initially, Menzies believed that Australia would fight
communism somewhere in Malaysia or Indonesia. He was
concerned that Australia’s defence forces were too small.
National service had been introduced in 1951, but was
abandoned in 1959. Conscription was reintroduced by
Menzies in 1964 with Harold Holt (Prime Minister, 1966-67)
announcing in 1966, for the first time, the despatch of
conscripted soldiers to Vietnam.

The conscription of forces to be sent outside Australia
generated intense outcry nationally and had the effect of
increasing animosity towards the conflict. The issue of
conscription would turn out to be the most divisive of the
war, resulting in the majority of Australians demanding a
withdrawal of the troops. ‘Nashos’, as conscripted soldiers
were referred to, had their birthdays called out in a lottery,
often referred to as ‘the lottery of death’. There were two
lotteries a year.

Exclusions

Under the reintroduced scheme, men were required to
register when they turned twenty. Immediate exclusion was
granted to theological students and religious ministers.
Temporary exclusions were provided to students and
apprentices to avoid interrupting their training.
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Increasing anti-war
sentiment

Initially, protests were small with the focus mainly on
opposing conscription. Universities became a haven for
anti-war rhetoric and, from 1965, students began to
organise teach-ins. A teach-in involved inviting speakers
who represented different viewpoints to come and speak to
an audience.

The first conscripted soldier falls
On 24 May 1966, Private Errol Noack of the Fifth Battalion
of the Royal Australian Regiment (SRAR) was the first
conscripted soldier killed in active service in Vietnam.
Although it was reported that he was killed by the enemy,
the 21-year-old died as a result of friendly fire when two
Australian companies mistakenly fired at each other. News
of his death made many realise the cost of Australia’s
commitment to the war.

Demonstrations became more violent as protesters and
police clashed. Men were urged not to register and to burn
their draft cards. Punishment for failure to comply resulted
in imprisonment equivalent to the time that would have
been spent in national service. Men decided that they would
rather go to jail than Vietnam.

How not to join the Army—advice for 20-year-olds

BE MILITANT: If you're a way out radical make sure
they know you won't follow out their orders.

BE ‘GAY’: Play the homosexual bit. Don’t answer any
questions on homosexuality, just smile.

THE MEDICAL: Have you had pneumonia? Trick ankle,
knee, elbow, bad back, asthma? Use them.

LONG HAIR: You have long hair? Good. Let it grow
longer. Don't wash, stink, pick your nose... See how
many four-letter words you can string into one
sentence. Never wear shoes...

EX¥] From an anti-conscription pamphlet distributed by the
group Resistance, Sydney, 1968

October 1966: All the way
with LBJ

US President Lyndon Baines Johnson made a four-day visit
to Australia in 1966. He was the very first US president to
visit Australia and it was at a time when most Australians
still supported the war. Prime Minister Holt used the visit
to declare Australia’s continued support for the US when
he said, ‘You have an admiring friend, a staunch friend that
will be all the way with LBJ.
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One million people came to greet Johnson in Sydney but
they were not all supporters. Thousands of protestors also
turned out. Events on the day included the following:

» A common chant was, ‘LBJ, LBJ, how many kids have you
killed today?’

» Thirteen arrests took place as protesters and police
clashed.

» NSW Premier Askin was driving in the motorcade with
LBJ. When protesters were in the way he ordered the
police driver to ‘ride over the bastards’.

» Authorities were most upset by the demonstration
because of the widespread international attention it
received. Media focused more on the anti-war protests
than they did on President Johnson’s visit.

EXXE] Police drag a protester away during US President
Johnson’s visit to the Sydney Art Gallery, 22 October 1966.

Protest groups

Youth Campaign Against

Conscription

Founded in November 1964, the Youth Campaign Against
Conscription (YCAC) opposed both the bombing of North
Vietnam and conscription. They destroyed their registration
cards as a symbolic act of their defiance against the war.

Save Our Sons

Save Our Sons (SOS) was a movement founded by two
mothers, Joyce Golgerth and Pat Ashcroft, in 1965 and
attracted a national following. Most members were mothers
of sons who had been conscripted to fight in Vietnam.
Together, they wanted to demonstrate their opposition to
conscription. They wrote letters, handed out leaflets, wrote
to newspapers, and held meetings and all-night vigils to
make their point. They also hosted ‘filling in falsies’ parties
as explained in Source 4.8.5.



University students burn draft cards in protest against
the war in Vietham, 7 May 1968.

I joined SOS, and we demonstrated outside the
Richmond barracks, held luncheons, and vigils in the
city square every Wednesday. Intakes were very heavy.
The police were brought in a few times and things
used to get depressing and frightening.

Later, we became involved in more radical activities
including filling-in-falsies parties. We used to go
along to the post offices and take great supplies of
registration papers. A group of people would then get
together, have a few drinks, and fill them in.

Clifton Pugh’s wombat's marble was once pulled out
of the barrel, people’s cats were called up, and a few
liberal politicians.

XX SOS member Dorothy Dalton recalls attending filling-
in-falsies parties.

Vietnam Action Committee

The Vietnam Action Committee (VAC) was founded by Bob
Gould in 1966. This group, which was made up of mainly
university students, wanted full withdrawal from the war
and complete independence for Vietnam. They were a vocal
and active group, and followed a policy of non-violent civil
disobedience.

Tet and My Lai: Turning
points
The Tet offensive

In January 1968, the Viet Cong launched a series of surprise
attacks on more than 100 towns and cities in South
Vietnam. It was a costly assault and demonstrated that the
war was a long way from being won.

Tet is a religious holiday in Vietnam. Launched during the
celebrations, and overruling a prior agreed ‘cease fire’
period, the attack had the element of surprise that was
needed against a technologically superior enemy.

A turning point

The Tet offensive was a turning point for many reasons:

» it was a sign that US military strategy in Vietnam
was failing

> itintensified the rift in the Labor Party—the left faction
believed that it confirmed their view that the war was
unwinnable as well as immoral, and the right faction
thought it was up to the US to initiate withdrawal of
forces

> the media portrayed the offensive as a victory for the
Viet Cong, which came as a shock to the public as they
had been led to believe that the US and its allies were
winning the war.

My Lai

Perhaps the most controversial element of the war was the
discovery of the My Lai massacre committed by members of
the US 23rd infantry division on 16 May 1968. Ordered by
senior officer Lieutenant William Calley, soldiers raped and
mutilated innocent Vietnamese civilians. It is estimated that
between 175 and 400 lives were lost, many of whom were
women and children. Calley was eventually court martialled
and sentenced to life imprisonment. Evidence stated that
the soldiers acted in an ‘irresponsible and reckless fashion’.

The Pentagon Papers

Public opinion of the war was further undermined in June
1971 when The New York Times released excerpts from the
Pentagon Papers. The original document, titled United

States — Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967: A Study Prepared by

the Department of Defense, consisted of forty-seven volumes
outlining US policy and procedure in Vietnam between 1945
and 1968. It exposed the following:

» lack of US war aims in Vietnam

failure to inform the public of what was really happening
confusion in policy making

criticism of President Johnson

YYYVYY

lack of US regard for South Vietnamese interests.
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The papers were leaked to the press by Daniel Ellsberg, a
disgruntled senior aide to Robert McNamara. Although
many of the accusations could not be substantiated, the
release of the papers called into question the actions of the
US government. It damaged the respect of the US people for
their government and undermined the whole US war effort.

Moratoriums in Australia

In 1969, opinion polls demonstrated a new trend in
opposition to the Vietnam War. For the first time, the
disapproval rating for the war and the desire to bring the
men home went above 50 per cent. Australian moratoriums
were held in the wake of growing dissatisfaction with the
war. A moratorium is an event whereby there is an agreed
suspension of regular activity until a suitable outcome is
attained. They were modelled on the US moratoriums that
took place in October 1969. Moratoriums were massive
peaceful protest marches organised to demonstrate the
people’s anti-Vietnam War sentiment.

Moratoriums were set up in Australia to send a strong

message to the government to stop the war. Their specific

demands were:

» the immediate withdrawal of Australian and Allied
troops from Vietnam

» the abolition of conscription.

The first moratorium was held on 8 May 1970 and attracted
about 200000 supporters across the nation. Two more
moratoriums were held in September 1970 and June 1971.
During these protests, people were sending a message to the

government that the public believed their moral democratic
authority had waned.
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Protesters marching in the Sydney Moratorium,
30 June 1971
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e
Moratorium held in September 1970

The spread of anti-war sentiment
The moratoriums were unique among protests against the
Vietnam War because of the wide spectrum of people that
they attracted. As the conflict dragged on, the anti-war
sentiment widened its appeal. People who did not normally
speak out against the government or protest publicly
supported the moratoriums. For the first time, all facets of
society were represented in the struggle to bring the troops
back home.

The achievements of the
moratoriums in Australia

The moratoriums were a visible way for the public to show
its opposition to government policy in a constructive and
peaceful manner. It sent a clear message to the government
that they had lost the support of many Australians in the
major cities. The moratoriums had little significance in the
overall decision to pull out of the war but they certainly
changed the face of protest in Australia.

The role of Jim Cairns

Jim Cairns was a prominent Labor politician during the
Vietnam War. He was an active campaigner in the anti-war
movement from the moment Australia became involved
in the war. He believed that Australian foreign policy in
Vietnam made continuation of the war more likely.



He opposed the policy of forward defence, arguing that it
was counterproductive to South-East Asian interests and
too aggressive. It was Cairns’s opinion that land reform, tax
relief, improved education and a firm stance against hostile
governments would lead to a better outcome for South-
East Asia.

Cairns was an educated man who spoke about the
complexity of the war in Vietcnam with authority. He was
particularly concerned by US methods of mass destruction.
He argued against the war of technology, fearful of the
indiscriminate killing of such large numbers of Vietnamese
civilians. He chaired the Vietham moratoriums in Australia,
leading hundreds of thousands of people.

The US anti-war movement

Initially, the US public supported intervention against what
they believed to be aggressive and dangerous communist
forces. As involvement and troops numbers escalated so

too did concern about the real reasons for US involvement.
Most US people relied on the television as their major
source of news and started to see inconsistencies between
the government’s rhetoric and the media reports.

tl(tlcqq.q¢q" -

The Washington moratorium, 15 November 1969

Widening of the protest movement
Until the development of the moratoriums, there were
many middle-class US citizens who wanted to demonstrate
their dissatisfaction with the war but did not feel that the
anti-war movement represented them. Protests therefore
needed to be local and organised by people trusted by local
communities.

The Vietnam moratorium movement in the US organised
mass rallies in October and November 1969. In October,
50000 people participated in the Washington moratorium
with similar marches in Detroit, Miami and New York. The
following month, 250000 people attended the Vietnam
Moratorium in Washington.

Achievements of the moratorium
movement

As was the case in Australia, it is not believed that the
moratoriums resulted in a direct US withdrawal from
Vietnam. However, there is the suggestion that it sped up
the process of troop withdrawal. The Tet offensive and

later the release of the Pentagon Papers revealed that the
government had lied to its people. It raised serious concerns
about the US political system.

Moratoriums began an era in which US citizens, just like
Australian citizens, felt that their governments could not
be trusted and that they had to be kept accountable by the
public. Tragic images of war had deeply affected the moral
sensibility of most US people, forcing them to seriously
consider the type of society they were rapidly becoming.

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain why opposition to the war grew in
the US and in Australia.

2 a What was the Tet offensive?

b Outline some of the reasons why it
proved to be a turning point in the war.

3  Why were Vietham moratoriums unique?

Applying and analysing

4 Read Source 4.8.1 and identify why the
writer supports the government’s decision to
go to war.

5 Examine Sources 4.8.3 and 4.8.4. Explain
what these sources reveal about the nature
of the Vietnam protest movement.

6 Compare the arguments provided by the
supporters of war with the opponents.
Whose argument is most persuasive? Why?

7 Examine Sources 4.8.6, 4.8.7 and 4.8.8.

a Explain what these photographs reveal
about the nature of the Vietnam protest
movement.

b Do you think such protests are an
efficient way for citizens to show
discontent? What other ways do we
have to show this today?
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Experiences of homecoming

By the time the last Australian troops returned home in
1973, the Vietnam War had been Australia’s longest and
most controversial conflict. Arriving home to a divided and
hostile public, the veterans had a very different experience
to their Anzac predecessors. Often shunned and ignored,
the soldiers took the blame for political choices that were
out of their hands. Some soldiers were smuggled back in
the middle of the night with little ceremony or celebration.
Some faced the anger of protestors, who on occasion threw
pigs’ blood over returned soldiers. Most Australians were
not interested in the veterans’ experiences and wanted to
forget the war.

This is to inform you that as of ........cccveevvvinennn. 196 ,

a certain mudhound water-soaked and slightly crazy
individual known as ... is leaving our little
City Of e securely nestled among the
jungles and rice paddies, located in the Southern part
of a semi-tropic country in the Far East known as The
Republic of Vietham.

He may look a little strange and act a little peculiar,
but this is to be expected, after ... Months in VIETNAM.
He will gaze in awe and fascination at blonde hair,
trams, blue eyes, clean sheets, hotels, and tight
sweaters.

... He will constantly look at trees, not for their beauty
but because he suspects a sniper. He will distrust bus
stops because they have an unpleasant association
with grenades, and if a litterbug throws something
from a passing car-he will scream loudly and dive for
the gutter. This can be amusing and endear him to
passersby.

If he happens to be driving as a postman blows his
whistle, hang on, for you can expect a very sudden
stop; in Vietnam the second blast of the whistle is
followed by bullets.

Good Luck. You'll need it.

EXE] Extracts from an unofficial letter of warning sent to
families with soldiers about to return home, from Ashes of
Vietham by Stuart Rintoul, 1987
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Vietnam: A war unlike
any other

Australian and US soldiers in Vietnam faced unique
conditions that affected how they coped after the war.

There were several major issues faced by the veterans.

> The soldiers bore the brunt of public anger over the war.

» No one wanted to talk about Vietnam. Conditions
such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) were not
properly understood or treated.

> Soldiers had a higher prevalence of nervous disorders
than other soldiers.

» The average age of a Vietnam solider was 20. Few were
psychologically equipped for or debriefed about their

experiences.

> Soldiers often came home with drug-related illnesses and
addictions.

> Exposure to Agent Orange, a powerful herbicide and
defoliant used by the US army to clear the jungle and
make it more difficult for the Viet Cong to hide, resulted
in serious medical conditions for veterans and their
future children.

> Soldiers were often not recognised by their Digger
predecessors for their service.

» The US and Australia had lost the war.

The health of veterans
Physical health

Vietnam veterans and their children faced a high incidence
of the conditions below.

In veterans: cancers, nervous system disorders, diabetes, skin
conditions and high blood pressure.

In children: cancers, lower life expectancy and congenital
abnormalities including blindness. The accounts in Source
4.9.2 testify to some of the personal experiences of veterans.

Post-traumatic stress

Vietnam veterans have a higher incidence rate of post-
traumatic stress than any other war veterans. Symptoms
include: flashbacks, sleep disturbances, depression,
emotional distress and anger, cognitive impairment, lack
of confidence, medical conditions such as rashes, work
difficulties and substance abuse.

Veterans suffering from these symptoms had a negative
effect on society and their families.



I've lost a daughter. She had only half a heart. That was
my first child. David, my eldest boy, he's got perforated
ears. My other son has got incurable skin diseases.
They tell me its hereditary, that's the answer | get from
them. But it's nowhere in the family. He comes out

in blotches and big scabs. He’s also got turned hips,
pigeon toes and locked knees.

Phil Johnstone

My skin rash was so bad at times | was losing up to ten
layers a week off my face and neck...| had breathing
problems with bronchial asthma, conjunctivitis,

severe headaches. Tests showed | had abnormal
electroencephalographs, defective chromosomes,
abnormal visual-evoke responses. Tests done by
Veterans Affairs at the time failed to detect any
problems at all. | was having a little trouble coping with
things. | was getting to the stage where | was breaking
into a sweat for no reason at all, | was hardly sleeping
of a night.

Alan Ashmore

IX¥1 Personal experiences of Australian soldiers and their
families after the war

Support for veterans

The Vietnam Veterans Association Australia (VVAA) formed
in 1980 with the goal of lobbying the government to
compensate veterans for disability and illness. It also sought
political recognition for veterans and an inquiry into Agent
Orange. By the late 1970s, the chemical was being linked to
birth abnormalities, brain dysfunction and cancer.

It was not until 1994 that the Labor government was forced
to admit that Agent Orange was the cause of cancer and
other illnesses.

Making amends
Welcome home marches

In 1987, a welcome home march was organised for the
veterans of the Vietnam War and their families. Around
22000 veterans marched with thousands lining the
streets in support. They carried flags to remember the
504 Australian lives lost. Many veterans also saw it as an
opportunity to forgive those who protested against their
efforts during the war.

IXE] The Vietham War Memorial, located on Anzac Parade
in Canberra. Its placement alongside World War | and
World War Il memorials cements the place of the Vietnam
War in the Anzac military tradition.

The Vietnam memorial

In May 1988, the federal Government donated $250000
towards a Vietnam memorial. It symbolises the place of
Vietnam veterans in their nation’s military history.

Indochinese refugees
The fall of Saigon

When communist forces took control of South Vietnam
in 1975, there was a frenzied attempt by people in Saigon
to seek refuge in the US Embassy. Fewer than 1000

were successful.

The South Vietnamese were terrified of Northern reprisals.
As part of Operation Baby Lift, many Vietnamese orphans
were taken to Australia and the US and adopted out

to families.

IXXA Desperate Vietnamese people trying to escape using
US helicopters during the final days before the fall of Saigon
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The ‘boat people’

Two million Vietnamese people took to small, overcrowded
boats to escape Vietnam. Many were drowned or were raped
or murdered by pirates. An international crisis erupted in
1979 with 100000 ‘boat people’ seeking political asylum.

A new beginning

Over the next two decades, Australia accepted more than
100000 Vietnamese refugees. In a country that had been
fearful of the ‘yellow peril’ and fought so hard to maintain
a ‘white Australia’, this marked a major shift in Australian
immigration.

When Saigon fell to communist rule, in 1975, my father
realised that he had no choice but to escape Vietnam.
And the only way that he could do this was to build a
boat and smuggle his family out to sea.

He would rather die...than risk imprisonment. Or a fate
far worse, the re-education camps. ‘It's not enough that
they want to take our freedom, they want to take our
thoughts as well.’

October 1977, my father steered our tiny vessel out

into the South China Sea. We spent days drifting and
waiting and praying. We prayed, a foreign ship might
save us, that we might find friendly shores...that pirates
wouldn't attack us, that our supplies would not run out.

At gunpoint a group of Malaysian soldiers pushed
us off supposedly friendly shores before we landed
in Thailand, where we spent a very difficult year in a
refugee camp. Australia finally accepted us.

XX Pauline Nguyen relates her experience as one of
Australia’s first Viethamese refugees. From Born in Vietnam,
Made in Australia, 2010

[XX] Customs Officer Frank Dalton holds a Viethamese
refugee child, Xye Than Hueon, on the deck of the Tu Do in
Darwin, November 1977.
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Vietnamese refugees aboard the refugee boat

Kien Giang, 1979

Remembering and understanding

1 Describe the homecoming experience for
soldiers.

2 Account for why their return home was so
different from the experience of previous
returned soldiers.

3 Explain how the Vietham War shaped the
Australian population.

Applying and analysing

4 Imagine that you are a member of
parliament who knows or is related to
a Vietnam veteran. Draft a speech to be
delivered in parliament outlining why a Royal
Commission should be set up to investigate

the effects of Agent Orange. Use Source 4.9.2
to assist you with the content of your speech.



‘It’s time'—election of the
Whitlam government

EET¥] Gough Whitlam and singer Little Pattie wearing
‘I's Time’ T-shirts

Calls for change

In the context of an increasingly ‘unwinnable’ and
contentious Vietnam War, the Australian population was
ripe for political and social change in the early 1970s. Other
contentious issues included women’s rights, Aboriginal
land rights, health care and law reform. The Labor Party led
by Gough Whitlam offered a different approach from the
staid Liberal-Country Party government that had been in
office since 1949. Labor’s political ideology was left-wing,
based on large government and high public spending. This
contrasted with the conservative or right-wing ideology of
the government, which supported individualism and the
free market.

Labor gains momentum

The Labor Party’s long-standing opposition to the war

in Vietnam had gained mainstream support by 1970.
Opposition Leader Whitlam promised to end conscription
if elected and indicated that he did not view escaping
conscription (‘draft dodging’) as a crime. Whitlam
attempted to broaden Labor’s appeal by courting the
middle class and giving ordinary party members more say
in decisions.

Whitlam’s plans to remake Labor coincided with a difficult
time for the government. Prime Minister John Gorton
resigned in 1971 and his replacement, William McMahon,
had limited popularity and made a number of embarrassing
errors internationally. When the 1972 election was called,
unemployment was at a 10-year high and inflation was at
its highest rate since the early 1950s. Rising oil prices added
to the government’s difficulties. Labor was ready to make a
serious challenge.

The ‘It's Time' campaign

Men and Women of Australia! The decision we will
make for our country on 2 December is a choice
between the past and the future, between the

habits and fears of the past, and the demands and
opportunities of the future. There are moments in
history when the whole fate and future of nations can
be decided by a single decision. For Australia, this is
such atime.

EET¥] Gough Whitlam’s ‘It's Time' policy speech, Blacktown,
Sydney, 13 November 1972

The 1972 election campaign was one of the most colourful
in Australia’s history. Labor captured the public mood

and framed the election as a contest between ‘the past and
the future’.

Labor advertisements featured celebrities such as Molly
Meldrum, Jackie Weaver, Bert Newton and Jack Thompson.
The slogan ‘It’s Time’ appeared on T-shirts and badges, and
in a pop theme sung by Little Pattie and others.

Labor pledged to end Australia’s commitment to the
Vietnam War, introduce universal health care, improve
access to education and repair urban infrastructure.

Whitlam wins government

The federal election on 2 December 1972 saw the ALP gain

a nine-seat majority. Three days later, Governor General Sir
Paul Hasluck swore in Whitlam as Prime Minister and Lance
Barnard as Deputy Prime Minister. Before Cabinet could

be appointed, Whitlam and Barnard made forty significant
decisions in the fortnight that followed.

Whitlam and Barnard also expressed support for sanctions

against Apartheid in South Africa. Whitlam placed himself
at the centre of government decision-making by controlling
Cabinet appointments and agendas.
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Gough Whitlam

Edward Gough Whitlam (1916-2014) was the
twenty-first Prime Minister of Australia, serving from
1972 to 1975. Born in Melbourne, Whitlam was the
son of a federal public servant and homemaker. He
served as a navigator in the Australian Air Force in
World War Il before working as a barrister. Whitlam
became the federal member for Werriwa, western
Sydney in 1952 and leader of the Australian Labor
Party (ALP) in 1967. As Opposition Leader in 1971,
Whitlam was one of the first Western leaders to
visit China. He led Labor to victory in the famous
‘It's Time’ election of December 1972, ending 23
years of conservative rule.

Whitlam was a towering figure both physically
and personally, known for his wit and erudition.
He used his three short years as Prime Minister
to implement major reforms. Critics argue that
he grossly mismanaged the economy and his
ministers. His government became embroiled in
several scandals and spent beyond its means.
Some colleagues found Whitlam autocratic in his
decision-making. The government’s dismissal by
Governor General John Kerr on 11 November 1975
was one of the defining moments in Australian
history (see Unit 4.12).

Whitlam retired from parliament in 1978. In 1983
he became the ambassador to UNESCO. Whitlam
was active in the community until his death in
2014 at the age of 98.

Remembering and understanding

1 What challenges did Australia and its
Liberal-Country Party government face in
the early 1970s?

2 What solutions were proposed by Gough
Whitlam and the Labor Party? How did
their political ideology differ from that of the
Liberal Party?

Applying and analysing
3 Examine Source 4.10.2. What did Gough
Whitlam wish to convince voters of in his

‘It's Time’ speech? How did he go about
convincing them?

PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 10

EETE] Gough Whitlam

Evaluating and creating

4

Sketch a possible election advertisement or
poster for the next federal election, using the
‘It's Time’ campaign as inspiration.
Research political ideologies online. Draw
a line showing the political continuum

from extreme left-wing to extreme right-
wing, giving examples from history of

each ideology. Ideologies should include:
anarchism, capitalism, communism,
conservatism, democratic socialism,
fascism, liberalism, socialism.



The highs and lows of the
Whitlam government

Other areas of priority were women’s rights, legal aid and
health care. The landmark Woodward Royal Commission
into Aboriginal land rights is credited with leading to the
Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976.

Priorities and reforms

The ‘ministry of two’, Gough Whitlam and Lance Barnard,
was joined by the sworn-in Cabinet of the new Labor
government on 19 December 1972. Whitlam wasted no time
in establishing the government’s new areas of priority. There
were a significant number of new departments.

New departments and their ministers

EEEE] New Education Aboriginal Environment

department heads EUETS

and their ministers

Kim
Beazley

Urban and
regional
development

Social
security

Minerals

Media
and energy

Doug
McClelland

Did you know?

The Whitlam government is known for its
championing of women'’s rights. Equal pay, single

N_egotiations to establish ful| relations
with the People’s Republic of China

S i ng § mother benefits, paid maternity leave, access to
Removal of rema:r‘\‘e\ p— contraception and no-fault divorce were among
Australian perse Exemptions across the many policies geared towards women. Elizabeth

from Vietnam board from conscription Evatt was appointed as the first female Deputy

Ries = ) President of the Commonwealth Conciliation and
i = . . . . .
i ® Arbitration Commission in 1973.

ReleaSe Of
Conscientioys Early reforms

Objectors Hne of the Whitlam
Government

Margaret Whitlam was a key advocate for women
while her husband Gough was Prime Minister.

a4

ing of
Reopenind 2
the Gonc\\\at\on B
and Arb'\trat'\on
CommissionS
equal pay ¢2%°

[TTT]

Substantial
arts grants

The Hon. Justice Elizabeth Evatt, 1992
[ET®] Early reforms of the Whitlam government
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Handing back Gurindji land

In August 1966, several hundred Gurindji
employees of the Wave Hill cattle station at
Kalkarindji, Northern Territory, walked off the
job. What began as a dispute over wages turned
into a 9-year battle for land rights, led by Vincent
Lingiari.

We were treated just like dogs. We were lucky to

get paid the 50 quid a month we were due, and we EEEE] On 26 August 1975, Prime Minister Gough Whitlam
lived in tin humpies you had to crawl in and out handed a leasehold title to land at Daguragu (Wattie
Creek) to Vincent Lingiari, representative of the Gurindiji

on your knees. There was no running water. The

food was bad - just flour, tea, sugar and bits of beef people.
like the head or feet of a bullock. The Vesteys mob The protest culminated in Prime Minister Gough
[owners of the cattle station] were hard men. They Whitlam handing back the land to the Gurindji on
didn’t care about blackfellas. 16 August 1975. The iconic photograph of Whitlam
pouring soil into the hands of Vincent Lingiari
Recollections of Billy Bunter Jampijinpa, a worker became a symbol of land rights in Australia. The
at Wave Hill Station, Kalkarindji, Northern Territory event is the subject of Paul Kelly and Kev Carmody’s

popular song, ‘From Little Things Big Things Grow'.

Did you know?

In January 1973, Australia
resumed diplomatic relations
with China after 24 years. In
the wake of the Cold War, the
communist People’s Republic
of China (PRC) under Chairman
Mao Zedong was a pariah

in the West (meaning that
Western governments refused
to have any contact with him).
As opposition leader, Gough
Whitlam had visited the PRC

in 1971, the year before US
President Nixon’s famous visit.
Whitlam returned in 1973 when
he was prime minister.

Australian Labor Prime Minister
Gough Whitlam during a trip to China
between 31 October and 4 November
1973. Whitlam is pictured placing his
ear to part of the Echo Wall in the
Temple of Heaven in Beijing.
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The loans affair

The Whitlam government’s ambitious program placed

it under severe financial pressure. In 1974-75, Minerals

and Energy Minister Rex Connor became embroiled in a
scandal when he secretly attempted to secure a $4 billion
loan from a Pakistani banker called Tirath Khemlani.
Treasurer Jim Cairns misled parliament over the affair. The
‘loans affair’ and other scandals gained negative media
attention. Whitlam sacked both Connor and Cairns but the
government continued to struggle.

L

L%kW4 Rex Connor

EETE] Dr Jim Cairns speaking with Whitlam

Economic woes

By 1975, the Whitlam government was in economic crisis.
Unemployment, inflation and the trade deficit were all high
in the wake of the 1973 international oil crisis.

When Malcolm Fraser was elected Leader of the Opposition
on 21 March 1975, he increased the pressure on the
government. As a shrewd politician, Fraser stated that the
‘reprehensible circumstances’ the government found itself in
regarding the loans affair justified harsh actions.

[EEX] Malcolm Fraser

Remembering and understanding

1 How did the new Whitlam Labor
government set about achieving its
campaign promises?

2 List the key reforms of the Whitlam
government between 1972 and 1975.

Applying and analysing

3 a What two adjectives would you use

to describe the early reforms of the
Whitlam government?

b In what way did these reforms challenge
the status quo?

4 Analyse Source 4.11.4 and Source 4.11.5 as
sources of evidence on the experiences of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
in the 1970s. To what extent did the Whitlam
government support Indigenous rights?
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11 November 1975

The loss of key seats

A by-election was held for the Australian House of
Representatives seat of Bass on 28 June 1975. This was
triggered by the resignation of former Deputy Prime
Minister Lance Barnard. Labor lost the seat and suffered a
huge swing against it.

The same month, Labor Senator Bertie Milliner from
Queensland died suddenly in office. This left Whitlam one
Senator down. After a complicated series of events including
a High Court challenge, Albert Field replaced Milliner in

the Senate. Although he hailed from Labor, Field did not
support the government. Fraser and the Liberals now had a
one-vote majority in the Senate.

The supply crisis

Using his majority in the Senate from June 1975, Malcolm
Fraser blocked supply by refusing to pass the government’s
budget bills. Fraser stated that the government’s economic
difficulties justified the action. With budget bills blocked,
the government could not operate for long.

Gareth Evans, later an ALP minister, expressed the views of
many when he wrote about the supply crisis in 1975.

The Senate is breaking a convention in denying supply
because on 139 previous occasions money bills have
been passed by a Senate in which the Government

of the day lacked a majority, and none has been
previously rejected.

Gareth Evans’ comments on the Opposition’s blocking
of supply

Prime Minister Whitlam announced that he would not be
forced into calling an early election. The government set
about a plan to borrow money from banks to finance its
operations.

The Governor General steps in
Governor General Sir John Kerr met with Fraser and
Whitlam to resolve the issue. However, the men were at a
stalemate. Kerr sought constitutional advice from several
parties including the Chief Justice of the High Court, Sir
Garfield Barwick. The events that followed on 11 November

9.00 a.m.

Whitlam tells Fraser he will call
half-Senate election immediately

unless money bills are passed

Whitlam makes

appointment to
see Kerr

Whitlam tells Labor
there will be a
Senate election

10.30 a.m.

Fraser tells
Opposition there is
nothing to report

11.45 a.m.

House of Representatives
debates motion of no
confidence in government

Kerr’s secretary invites
Fraser to Government
House at 1.00 p.m.

Fraser is shown into
waiting room at
Government House

Kerr dismisses
Whitlam

Kerr commissions
Fraser as Prime Minister

Senate passes
supply bills

Fraser tells House
of Representatives
he is Prime Minister

House of Representatives passes
no-confidence motion in Fraser; speaker
is told Kerr cannot see him until 4.45 p.m.

4.40 p.m.
are outlined in the following timeline.
Governor General’s secretary, David Smith, reads
proclamation dissolving Parliament on steps of

\ Parliament House. Proclamation concludes with

- =

‘God Save the Queen’; Whitlam declares, ‘Well may
we say, “God Save the Queen”, because nothing will
save the Governor General’
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EET¥] At 4.40 p.m. on 11 November 1975 from the steps of Parliament House, the Governor General's official secretary,
David Smith, read the proclamation that dissolved both houses of parliament and set an election for 13 December.
Gough Whitlam followed the announcement with his famous speech in which he called on supporters to ‘maintain your rage’.

Skills builder

Cause and effect—
the dismissal

What caused the Whitlam
dismissal?

Apply

1

Using the timeline of the dismissal and Units
4.11 and 4.12, create a Cause and Effect
diagram with the title, ‘What caused the
Whitlam dismissal?’

A key part of historical thinking is working out 2 Your diagram should include a series of text
the causes and effects of events in the past. boxes and arrows that show the course of
Historians must piece together events to see events in your own words.

how one event led to another. However, it is 3 Guiding questions:

important to remember that one event might
occur before another without necessarily
causing it. Historians often have to work out
whether consequences were intentional or
unintentional. We should take care in assuming
that we know why historical actors made
certain choices unless we have solid evidence.

The dismissal of the Whitlam government on
11 November 1975 provides a good example of
how to determine cause and effect.

*  What was the rate of change in the new
government?

*  What mistakes were made?

*  Which key people influenced events?

* How did Whitlam’s opponents respond to
the crises of his government?

* How and why was the Governor General
involved?

*  What were the key events of
11 November 19757
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Evaluating the Whitlam
government

The Whitlam government stirred passionate
views on either side and left a mixed legacy.

Achievements

» Law:

* 1972 Abolition
of conscription

® 1973 Legal aid

» Health:

* 1975 Public health
insurance (Medibank)

» Women:

* 1972 Equal pay

* 1975 No-fault divorce

» Indigenous people:

* 1975 Hand-back
of Gurindji land

® Aboriginal Land Rights
Royal Commission

* 1974 Abolition of
university fees

Challenges
and mistakes

&

® High-spending program

® Extreme rate of change

e Loans affair

* Ministerial sackings

® Autocratic
decision-making

® Perceived
arrogance/stubbornness

!.“.O“’.

The Whitlam
Government
(1972-75)

Historical perspectives

John Howard, Fraser
government minister:

‘Whitlam believed that an
activist and interventionist
national government was always
the appropriate response to
Australia’s challenges. Whilst
there will always be debate on
such a proposition, Whitlam’s
commitment to it permeated his
actions in government.’

Historical interpretations

Key quotes

Malcolm Fraser:

‘Governments can
expect to govern for
three years unless
quite extraordinary
and reprehensible
circumstances
intervene.’

Sir John Kerr:

‘The deadlock which
arose was one which,
in the interests of the
nation, had to be
resolved as promptly
as possible.’

Amy McQuire, journalist:

‘The iconic image of Whitlam
pouring a handful of sand into
the fingers of Gurindji stockman
... Vincent Lingiari ... is one of
the most important in our history
... Whitlam failed to deliver ...
national land rights. But he was
rare among prime ministers for
his willingness to discuss the
true aspirations of Aboriginal
people on their own terms.’

Gough Whitlam:

‘Well may we say,
“God Save the Queen”,
because nothing will
save the Governor
General.’

Aftermath of the dismissal

There was public outrage and division over the dismissal of
the Whitlam government. Protests occurred in a number
of cities following the decision, and the event became a
defining moment in Australian political history.

Despite the anger of many at the actions of Malcolm
Fraser and Sir John Kerr, the Whitlam government was
overwhelmingly defeated at the election of 13 December 1975.

The dismissal left many legacies for Australia. For the
Labor side, Gough Whitlam achieved hero status and

is still praised for his courage and progressive policies.
However, future Labor governments adopted a more
conservative approach for fear of repeating the excesses

of Whitlam. On the conservative side, the failings of the
Whitlam government strengthened the argument for small
government and low public spending. All agree that the
dismissal was a turning point in Australian history.

Remembering and understanding

1 What action did Opposition Leader Malcolm
Fraser take in Parliament that triggered the
events on 11 November?

2 List three key achievements of the Whitlam
government.

3 Identify three key challenges or mistakes
made by the Whitlam government.

Applying and analysing

4 Outline why economic factors were
significant in the Whitlam dismissal.

5 Explain the connection between the Cold
War and the Whitlam era. Which Cold War
conflict led most directly to Whitlam'’s rise?

6 In your own words, evaluate the extent to
which the Whitlam government changed
Australia. What, if any, legacies still remain?
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The environment H 1
movement,
19605—131‘656111’. GLOSSARY

activist a person who campaigns vigorously to
bring about social or political change

The environment movement developed biodiversity the variety of all life forms: plants,

. - . animals and microorganisms; the genes they
Iapldly in the Western world partlcularly contain; the ecosystems of which they form a part;
during the 1960s and 1970s with debate and the processes that link them
about the protection of the natural world climate change long-term change in weather

. . o patterns impacting on sea levels due to an increase
becoming a key political and social issue. in the average atmospheric temperature
Various groups and individuals have conservation protection of natural environments

and resources through careful manag<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>