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Introduction

Daily Writing and Editing Practice Book 2 provides forty weeks of ten-minute daily
activities that target the key English skills of writing and editing.
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,,,,, . and that acting nicely to everyone worit always make you happy.

Monica Chanis gripping debut novel presents & world of dangerous sectets and
forgotten magic. Brimming with mystery and romance, the novels good prose and
surprsing twists wil draw readere Iy

Editing tasks in each week help to consolidate
understanding of grammar, punctuation and

CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

L

spelling. Passages for editing are varied -— .
and reflect a number of different text types. == oo e e e i

Examples of how to mark up corrections are
included.

the right thing even if we thought noone could see us?
Wel,the resls were in. People are fundamentally good. At lesst, thats what
a recent study by Northwest Universiy suggests. The study found tht people are

more likely to return a lost wallet Jf it will contain money.

Approving:

That doesn't mean that people are in-capable of immoral behaviour — far from
it But it does suggest that perhaps criminals are not "bad, but instead bascally
good people who making mistakes.

% Doy WRITING & EDITING Practice

Writing tasks

Writing tasks in each week help to consolidate
the basic skills of written communication,
focusing on expression as well as imaginative,
persuasive, informative and analytical writing.
The editing passages provide a guide to the
forms of writing covered in each week.

‘whether people are basiclly good or bad.

2 Doy WRITING & EDITING Practics

Vocabulary list and daily checklists

These sheets can be photocopied
and are designed to help monitor
progress and keep track of newly
acquired words.
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z Doy WRITING & EDITING Practice

Overview

Revising parts of speech

Blog

Constructing complete sentences

Newspaper texts

Varying sentence types

Advertisement

Using language to achieve a purpose

Plotting an engaging story

Poem/Review

Imaginative

Developing characters and setting

Imaginative

Using dialogue

Imaginative

Developing a strong climax

Developing a point of view and contention

Imaginative

Persuasive

Supporting a point of view with reasons and evidence

Persuasive

Using persuasive language

Persuasive

Writing a text to be presented

Brainstorming and researching

Persuasive

Informative

Organising ideas and creating an outline

Informative

Using supporting detail

Informative

Expanding through cause and effect/comparison

Analysing argument and language

Informative

Various

Analysing argument, language and visuals

Various

Developing a contention and creating a plan

Analytical

Using evidence and ending with purpose

Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2

Analytical
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Marking-up guide

Use the guide below to help you mark up corrections clearly.

Correction Example

WRITING & EDITING

vi

Make capital letters

R C
Yodrigo and ¢harlie are best friends.

Make lowercase letters

m b

Are there Monsters under your Bed?

Add full stops

The play is selling out,We should buy tickets now,

Add question marks

? ?
When is your birthday’Is it on Sundayv

Add exclamation marks

| |
Help”Help”My dog ran away.

Add commas

There are lions, giraffes, monkeys and tigers at the zoo.

) )

Add semicolons

I did not finish my homework, instead, I played tennis.

b

Add apostrophes

’ ’
Lets say hello to Sarahs new friend.

Add quotation marks

¢ ’
“Welcome to your first English class, she said.

Add hyphens

no-one fair-minded
There is ne—ene more fairminded than my best friend.

Add text

Delete text The parke is twenty minutes winutes away.
dislikes insects
Replace text Hilda is—unliking—ef spiders and intests.
you a

HaveYever seen”full moon?

Make text italic

Their favourite films are Moana and The Lion King.

* The Oxford comma is not used in this book; the absence of one is not an example
of a comma error in the editing exercises. Therefore, there should not be a comma
placed before the coordinating conjunction (e.g. and, or) in a list of items.

Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications
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REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

T

Edit the blog post below by correcting the eight spelling errors. The first two have been
done for you.

WHY EATING ORGANIC IS THE SMARTER CHOICE

, considered environment _
I've always eensidared myself a healthy eater who cares about the envirement, but it

turns out there is a type of food that I've been sorely missing from my diet: organic.
What is organic food, you ask? Well, the term ‘organic’ refers to the way agricultural
products are grown and processed. Organic crops must be grown without the use of
synthetic pesticides, while organic lifestock raised for meet, eggs and darey products
must have access to the outdoors and not be given growth hormones. These proceses,
which reduce pollution and soil erosion and increase soil fertileity, mean that organic
food is better for the environment. Given that it can be found in most supermarkets,
organic food is a no-braner!

Come back next week to read my post on the health benefits of organic food.

.

(- ' Understanding the purposes of

the different parts of speech
®

enables writers to communicate

indicated in the table below. The first example for their message clearly to readers.
each part of speech has been done for you.

Provide three examples for each part of speech

lake

ONILIACHE 722 DNILIYM

she

curious

read

happily

§

J
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REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

DAY 3

Edit the blog post below by correcting the seven semicolon errors. The first three have been
done for you.

THE REAL GAMER

There has been a lot of talk in the online gaming community latelyf about ‘real
gamers’ — those who think that the games they play make them superior to others.

Real gamers tend to enjoy role-playing games{ such as ‘CourtFite’ these types of

.
)

games are held in high esteem; because they require many hours of gameplay.

I agree that these games are often more gratifying than simple mobile-platform
games however, this is just my personal opinion. It is not fair to suggest that
gamers who enjoy a different style of gaming are inferior their tastes are simply
different. The scorn directed towards players of the popular farm-themed phone game

‘DaisySquash’; is a classic example of this kind of gamer discrimination.

DAY 4

Fill in the gaps with the most appropriate word from the options below for each part of speech
indicated. The first one has been done for you.

a Noun: A blog (short for ‘web log’) is an online journal where a writer shares their

__Views _  meanings / views / aspects on a subject.

b Pronoun: There are many reasons to start a blog; whatever the reason,

that / she / it mustappeal to a specific audience.

¢ Verb: Unlike many websites, blogs require / crave / wish

frequent updates. For example, a company might update its blog with industry news.

d Adjective: Successful blogs are those that have interested /

attractive / busy readers who comment on posts and share their opinions.

e Adverb: Blog topics are gently / excitingly / mysteriously

varied. You can find blogs on an endless number of topics, including food and gaming.

Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

DAY 5

€@ Edit the blog post below by correcting the four spelling errors and the four semicolon

errors. The first two sentences have been done for you.

HOW TO TRAIN FOR A MARATHON

runners
So, you want to run a marathon? For many runers, the desire to complete a forty-

two-kilometre run is a personal challenge, it is a chance for you to test your limits.
Whatever your reason, you will need corr:mitment and dedication to achieve this gole.
You should run consistently for at least a year before even contemplating
running a marathon it is also a good idea to run a few shorter races in
preparation. The key elements of marathon training include the following.
1. Increase mileage. Running three to five times per week; allows you to
build your weekly mileage over time.
2. Do regular long runs. Completing at least one long run every seven to ten

days; prepares your body for running long distences.

3. Recover. Maintaining normal levels of rest can help prevent injurys.

Fill in the gaps below to create an idea for your own blog.

My favourite hobby:

This hobby is interesting because

My blog will focus on

Fill in the gaps with an appropriate word for each part of speech indicated to describe
your blog.

a My blog will be very popular because it will include (noun).
b My blog will (verb) many people.

¢ My blog can be described as (adjective).

d People will read the posts on my blog (adverb)

because they will be well written.



REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

DAY 1

Edit the blog post below by correcting the seven punctuation errors (semicolons, commas).
The first two have been done for you. (Note that the Oxford comma is not used in this book,
so no comma is needed after ‘boutiques’. See p.vi for further details.)

THE BENEFITS OF OP-SHOPPING

For years I have shopped at highbrow stores, boutiques and fashion outlets, I believed
that this set me apart. But, recently, a close friend of mine suggested I go, to an
op-shop, a charity store that sells new or used goods that have been donated for sale. I
discover,ed that op-shopping is amazing it has both personal and environmental benefits.
Not only is op-shopping a cheaper way to purchase clothes but it is also a fun
treasure-hunting expedition. It requires you to rummage through hundreds of unique
items to find the one that fits your style finding the perfect scarf or hat can give

you a sense of accomplishment. And unlike traditional stores op-shops encourage

recycling this helps to keep items out of landfill.

DAY 2

' Adjectives and adverbs

add precision and
Fill in the gaps with the parts of speech indicated in the column ®  detail to sentences.
headings to complete the sentences. Do not repeat any words.

Pronoun Verb Adjective Noun Adverb
We delicious hungrily.
jump tall
He builds tables
You big books
shiny cars
are people sometimes.
It sniffs curiously.

6 Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

DAY 3

Edit the blog post below by correcting the seven plural errors. The first three have been
done for you.

TRICKS TO MASTER PUBLIC SPEAKING

hundreds things
I have given hundred of speeches in my career. There are a few thing that I have

learned along the way that will help you achieve si‘éégeﬁs in any speech you give.
1. Project confidence. Public speaking is all about confidence. You don’t necessarily
need to be confident; you just need to make your audience believe that you are.
2. Find a styles that works for you. Different event often require different
approach. While more formal events may call for a prepared speech, others can
be more spontaneous and include humour.
3. Engage your audience. No matter the type of speech you are giving, you must

always make your audience feel as if you are speaking directly to them. Making

eye contact is therefore vital to a successful speeches.

DAY 4

Fill in the gaps below with an appropriate word for each part of speech indicated. The first
two have been done for you.

Ablogger is someone who __"Y"S _ (verb) a blog, using it as a _ platform _ (noun) to

share their opinions on (adjective) topics for their target audience.
Bloggers can (verb) on lighthearted topics such as food or
exercise, or they may choose to tackle more (adjective) subjects

such as climate change.

Bloggers who know how to promote themselves (adverb)

can earn money with their blogs through a number of avenues. These include

(verb) ad space on their blog, marketing digital products such as

(noun) and charging membership fees for exclusive content.



REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH

DAY 5

€@ Edit the blog post below by correcting the four punctuation errors (semicolons, commas)
and the four plural errors.

LET’S MEDITATE

Meditation is a mental exercise that involves relaxation focus and awareness.
During meditation, which is usually done in a seated position with your eye
closed, you think about something very carefully and deeply. There are many
scientifically proven benefit of meditation. These include reducing the likelihood
of depression reducing stress and relieving headaches.

Learning to meditate is a skill like any other it requires consistent practice.
Before beginning, you should try to enter a state of calm by relaxing your bodies
and breath. During meditation, it is important to not feel bad about getting
distracted it happens to everyone. After each practice, you should aim to write

note in your journal.

@ Write a short blog post on the topic you outlined in Week 1, Day 5, Question 2.
Include at least one example of all of the different parts of speech listed in the table
on page 3 in your post.

Title of blog post:

8 Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 1

Edit the news article below by correcting the eight capitalisation errors. The first three
have been done for you.

MEGA-SHARK TEETH FOUND
P

Teacher and amateur scientist ghilip Mullaly was walking on the beach at Jan Juc
in ;//ictoria when he noticed a glint in the éand. Looking more closely, he saw a
complete set of fossilised giant teeth. Each tooth was seven Centimetres long.

It turned out that the teeth belonged to a rare species of shark that lived in the
oceans nearby twenty-five Million years ago.

This rare species of shark grew up to nine metres long, about twice the size of a
great white shark. its diet included small Whales.

This set of teeth is one of only three complete sets in the world. mr Mullaly

donated the teeth to Museums Victoria.

DAY 2

' A complete sentence contains

a subject (the person or thing
Place a tick beside the complete sentences below. Place ® doing the action) and a verb
a cross beside the incomplete sentences. Then rewrite (identifying the action).
the incomplete sentences as complete sentences.

a Many fossils have been discovered along the Victorian coast. |:|

b Rare species of shark extinct |:|
€ bite more powerful than a Tyrannosaurus rex I:l
d Extreme fear of sharks is called galeophobia. I:l

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2
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CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 3

Edit the news article below by correcting the seven verb tense errors. The first two have
been done for you.

BRI’S GREAT ESCAPE

arrived
Last Saturday, thirty-seven-year-old Bri Sutton will-arrive at her local beach in the early

hours of the morning, intending to wegq-t for her usual morning surf. Instead, she finds
herself face to face with a shark — and not just any shark, but a great white.

Td just coming off my board when I saw it, Bri recounted. ‘My first reaction was
to panic, but I somehow will manage to get the board between me and its massive
jaws. I guess I was lucky — that seemed enough to scare it oft’

Bri claims that, despite being shaken, she plans to continued surfing at the beach.

The shark’s whereabouts is unknown, and it could not be reach for comment.

DAY 4

@ Newspaper headlines often use incomplete sentences to provide the main information
in an efficient and attention-grabbing way. Rewrite the headline of the article above as
a complete sentence.

@ Create your own headline for the article above, using an incomplete sentence.

© Modify your headline, turning it into a complete sentence.

@ Fill in the missing parts of speech below to create complete sentences.

a Bri (verb) the shark with her
(noun).

b The (adjective) shark eyed Bri
(adverb).




CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 5

€@ Edit the news article below by correcting the four capitalisation errors and the four
verb tense errors.

‘JUST MISUNDERSTOOD’ SAYS SHARK EXPERT

Renowned conservationist adam Bower will claim that sharks are ‘Misunderstood’
by many people. He was responding to calls from some members of the public to
exterminate sharks to protect beach-goers.

Bower suggests that most species of shark are not naturally aggressive, and
that People are less concerned about protecting them due to the way they looking.

T think a lot of it is because of misinformation, Bower said. ‘If people
worked with sharks and knew them like i do, I think they'd see they’re not so
vicious. Their appearance does them no favours but they were really quite lovely.’

Bower wants people to took the conservation of sharks more seriously.

@ Write a short news article on one of the topics below. Use an incomplete sentence for
your headline and complete sentences for the rest of the article.

+ Your school report
+ A missing packet of biscuits

+ An argument with a sibling

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 11
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CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 1

Edit the news article below by correcting the seven verb tense errors.

SCARED TO BE LONELY

A recent study has find that people are more afraid of being friendless than of being
attacked by a shark or a bear. According to the study, respondents have become so
fearful of loneliness that they spending time with people they don’t actually like, talk
on the phone for hours to fill the silence and left their television on all day so that
it seems as though other people will be in the room with them.

Researchers suggesting that fear of loneliness stemmed from people’s desire to fill
their lives with connections that make them happy. Connection to friends and family
is known to be the number-one cause of happiness, and it is important that people

take time to focus on nurtured these relationships.

DAY 2 ' Including several different
parts of speech in a sentence

can make it more engaging.

Add the parts of speech specified to the simple
sentences below. The first one has been done for you.

a The silver Lamborghini swerved __recklessly (adverb) into the __0ncoming
(adjective) traffic.

b Greg (adverb) hid the glittering

(noun) in his pocket.

¢ Mara (verb) to the police station to report the

(adjective) incident.

d Our (adjective) Legal Studies teacher explained how
innocent people can (adverb) end up in jail.
e Thejudge (verb) Karen to 300 hours of
(noun).

Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 3

Edit the letter to the editor below by correcting the nine hyphen errors. The first three have
been done for you.

CRIMES AND MISDEMEANOURS

newspaper
In regard to the study published in your news-paper the other day on morality, I'd like

clear-cut
to say that research and statistics are all very well, but real life is not so eleareut.

ever-increasing
I have recent experience of ewer—inereasing crime rates. Last week, my home-work went
missing, presumed stolen. On Saturday, two-thirds of my sandwich just vanished when
I turned my back for a second. And yesterday, I found one of my new foot-ball boots
had been completely destroyed - vandalised by an un-known attacker.
This ‘peer reviewed study’ is not much comfort when I am clearly being targeted
by some sort of quickthinking criminal mastermind. I can only be thank-ful that at

least I have my new puppy, Goliath, to provide me with some protection.

Angry Arnold, Altona

DAY 4

Match the subjects below with the most appropriate verb, then add more information to
complete the sentences. The first one has been done for you.

a Police officers see
Lo \ question _SUspects and witnesses

¢ Victims decide

d Witnesses are held
e Judges commit

f Lawyers suffer

g Prisoners represent

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 13



CONSTRUCTING COMPLETE SENTENCES

DAY 5

€@ Edit the news article below by correcting the four verb tense errors and the four hyphen
errors.

NO SUCH THING AS A ‘BAD GUY’?

Human-nature, particularly whether people are naturally inclined to be good or
bad, has been a topic of debate for a long time. Did we all secretly want to steal
and cheat, but are stopped by the fear of punishment? Or would most of us do
the right thing even if we thought noone could see us?

Well, the results were in. People are fundamentally good. At least, that’s what
a recent study by Wynden University suggests. The study found that people are
more likely to return a lost wallet if it will contain money.

This doesn’t mean that people are in-capable of immoral behaviour - far from
it. But it does suggest that perhaps criminals are not ‘bad’, but instead basically

good-people who making poor decisions.

@ Complete the sentences below to create a short opinion piece expressing your view on
whether people are basically good or bad.

Summarise your view: Human nature is fundamentally bad / good .

One reason I believe this is

Evidence for this is

If humans are basically bad / good ,the bestway to deal with

people who break the law is

14 Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 1

Edit the advertisement below by correcting the six spelling errors.

HAUNTED HOUSE GENERATOR

Everyone loves a good dinner party — nice music, good food and grate company, all
in the comfort of your own home. But as the night drags on, you might start to
wander ... when are your friends going to leave?

Haunted House Generator is the perfect solution to deal with those guests who
just won’t take a hint. The Leave-My-House spook pack comes assembled with our
best-selling surround-sound system to broadcast the anguished cries of the living dead,
along with holograms of vengful ghosts. Need a little more? For the larger home or
manshon, upgrade to the Cursed Castle pack, with its selection of grotesque gargoyles
and creepy death masks to intimadate your friends and restore peace to your home.

Maintane your social life — on your terms!

DAY 2

' Effective writing uses a

range of sentence types to

Complete the table below with examples of the different ® add variety and emphasis.
types of sentence. An example of each is provided for you.

A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb, and expresses one idea.

e.g. Elaine entered the haunted house.

A compound sentence contains two or more linked main clauses, joined by a conjunction.

e.g. Elaine entered the haunted house because she was adventurous.

A complex sentence consists of a main clause and a subordinate clause.

e.g. Holding herself steady, Elaine entered the haunted house.

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 15



VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 3

Edit the advertisement below by combining each pair of underlined sentences. The first one
has been done for you.

UNISIM

Have you ever wanted to be someone else? Maybe even something else? Well, with

Using brain modification technology, MythTech’s unicorn
UniSim by MythTech, you can! MythFeeh's—unicorn—simulator—usesbrain—meodification

s;mulator Iets gou exper/ence the world exactlg as you would if you were a unicorn.

The specially designed virtual-reality headset comes fully equipped with mind-altering

biopatches. Simply attach the biopatches to your temple. Then adjust the simulation

helmet until it’s sitting comfortably on your shoulders. Within seconds you will feel

like a real unicorn!

* Side effects include dizziness and loss of identity. They also include an increased

appetite for hay.

DAY 4

@ Add extra information to the simple sentences below to turn them into compound
sentences. The first one has been done for you.

a My brother wants to try UniSim but he can’t afford it

b Adrienne used UniSim yesterday

¢ TI'd never thought about being a unicorn

@ Fill in the missing gaps to complete the complex sentences below.

a Even though ,

I would be scared of being stuck as a unicorn.

b While ,

there are plans to expand the range to other creatures.

16 Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 5

@ Edit the advertisement below by combining each pair of underlined sentences and
correcting the two spelling errors.

HAPPY HYPNOSIS

Do you ever lie in bed, trying to get some well-erned rest, when suddenly your brain

starts powering at full speed? Are you sick of ‘zombie-ing’ your way through the day?

Are you unable to fall asleep at night?

Happy Hypnosis is here to help. An app developed by trained sleep psychologists,

Happy Hypnosis contains hundreds of hipnotic recordings. These recordings transform

the deeper neural networks of your brain. This will allow you to wake to an inner

peace like you've never known before.

Sleep your way to a better tomorrow with Happy Hypnosis.

@ Complete the different types of sentences below to create an advertisement for a new
product called the Invisibility Cloak.

Simple sentence: The Invisibility Cloak is

Compound sentence: The Invisibility Cloak will be expensive, but

Complex sentence: Developed using the secrets of alchemy, the Invisibility Cloak can

be used to

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 17
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VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 1

Edit the advertisement below by correcting the four run-on sentences. (A run-on sentence
consists of two sentences incorrectly joined by a comma.) The first one has been done for you.

ROBOPET

Any pet owner will know that there is nothing quite like the joy of a human-pet
relationship}ls there anything better than a cuddle with your pet when you're
feeling down?

But do you ever wonder about who’s missing out?

We'd like to introduce you to RoboPet, RoboPet makes pets for your pets! It’s the
all-new robotic answer to staving off pet loneliness, enrich your pet’s life by getting
them a pet of their own. Are your goldfish bored? Install a RoboFish for them to

watch from their tank! Is curiosity killing your cats, buy them hours of entertainment

with a RoboCat!

DAY 2

' Using compound and complex

sentences allows writers to

State whether the sentences below are compound ® express more sophisticated ideas.
or complex sentences.

a An advertisement is the promotion of a product,

brand or service, and its primary purpose is to attract

interest, engagement and sales.

b If enough money is invested in advertisements,

businesses can reach many users and improve

their brand recognition.

¢ While advertisements are now common in social

media and on the internet, they are still widely

used in newspapers and on television.

d Advertisements are usually expressed as text but

they can also take the form of banners, push

notifications or videos.

Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2 © Insight Publications



VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 3

Edit the advertisement below by correcting the eight punctuation errors (apostrophes,
ending punctuation).

TRANSIENT TEE

We at FashionMorph understand the importance of expressing yourself through
clothing. We also understand that your interests will change over time and that the
effort of keeping your clothing relevant can be wasteful, as well as costly?

Thats why were proud to launch Transient Tee! Got a favourite muscle tee with a
humiliatingly outdated logo? Dont want to lose your comfy V-neck, but embarrassed
by the TV-show graphic covering the front. Alter your T-shirt design’s at whim with
Transient Tee, All you need to do is sync our high-quality metamorphic T-shirt with
the FashionMorph app. Then you can download whatever image, logo or pattern you
like, straight onto the tee! Changed your mind. Clear it and start again!

Reflect your true self with Transient Tee. You'll never buy another T-shirt again!

DAY 4

Add more information to the simple sentences below to turn them into compound or
complex sentences. The first one has been done for you.

a Anyone who wears a Transient Tee will become instantly popular.

Regardless of the image, logo or pattern chosen, anyone who wears a Transient Tee

will become instantly popular.

b A Transient Tee will save you money in the long run.

¢ There are many advantages to owning a Transient Tee.

19



VARYING SENTENCE TYPES

DAY 5

€@ Edit the advertisement below by correcting the two run-on sentences and the two
punctuation errors (apostrophes, ending punctuation).

GALACTIC TRADE

Here at Galactic Trade we offer a variety of undiscovered planets for sale?

Galactic planet’s are specifically chosen by our team of astronomical experts
to ensure you'll be viewing a range of the highest-quality planets in the universe.
There’s no need for more endless sifting through barren, rocky planetoids and
burnt-out stars, filter your selection through our Galaxy-class search system and
let us do the work! From expansive gas giants to lush terrestrial plains, we’ll find
the planet that best fits you.

Think quality, think Galactic, we can start you on your new journey today.

@ Write a short advertisement for one of the products below. Use a mix of sentence types
in your piece.

+ A magic carpet that can take you anywhere in the world
+ A food printer that produces your favourite food instantly

+ Earrings that secretly record conversations
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 1

Edit the poem below by correcting the five plural errors.

BREAKFAST

Broken yolk fry slowly in the pan and

Raisin toasts pops up with burned edges and

Empty juice containers sit lonely in the fridge and
All of last night’s dish are crusty with food and
Kitchen chair are squeaking across the floor but
Freshly brewed tea is being poured into mugs and
Adventurous lorikeet are flying past the window and
Soft family chatter is filling the room and

Table-talk turns to the possibilities of the day ahead.

DAY 2

' Using precise words can help

writers increase the impact of

Fill in the gaps with the strongest word from the ® their message on the reader.
options provided to complete the poem.

Beef ribs have been smothered / rubbed in dry-rub spices,
Apples have been well / expertly sliced for the pork-belly dish,
Red cabbage is ready to be tossed in the tangy / strong dressing,

Basil from the garden has been washed for the tomatoes.

Everyone in the house has been clamouring / asking for food all day.

Carrying the trays of meat, I call out ‘dinner will be ready soon!’

Under the lid, the grill looks perfect and primed / ready |,

Except that I can’t get the charcoal to light.

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 3

Edit the poem below by replacing the words in bold with more interesting and precise
adjectives. The first two have been done for you.

ICELANDIC SEA MONSTER
The captain so smug as he steered to the sun. - ‘Get in,’ said the captain, showing us the skiff
frigid
The eeld air gnawed at my nose. - We'd be using to fight for our lives.
He told us the number of days — thirty-one — They lowered us down, and we sat tall as if
Since the Hafgufa came out and rose. - We'd forgotten that no-one survives.
My cousin and I were tied fast to the mast, Our boat moved away from the scary ship
harsh :
With thiek ropes that chafed at our wrists. - A strong whirlpool started to spin.
We knew that our lives wouldn’t last Our hands held on tight with a hard grip
If we saw the huge beast of the mist. As we waited for death to begin.
DAY 4

Fill in the gaps with a word that continues the ABAB rhyme pattern to complete the poem.
The first two have been done for you.

Yuichi walked cautiously under the trees His father caught up; Yuichi’'s moment arose:
His father not too far behind. ‘There’s something that I need to ]
Pink blossoms danced about in the _breeze But his father just smiled and dusted his clothes.
But his future was freshinhis ‘There’s a letter you've hidden away,

And his heart was churning with _4/€ase And I know it’s art school you

Would his father choosetobe ___? But [ want you to know it’s J
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 5

@ Edit the poem below by correcting the three plural errors and replacing the words in
bold with more interesting or precise adjectives.

GLORY

You've always been scared to dance your way into the spotlights,
but today is the day.

Today is the day to ignore those silly rule.

Masked faces watch you,

Cool just keeps getting cooler.

But the best gift don’t always come wrapped.

It’s your turn to discover the world is your runway.

Make a valid difference.

Behold the awesome magic ... you've had it all along.

@ Write a short poem using one of the ideas below or your own.

+ An acrostic poem, in which the first letter of each line spells out a word (see p.21)
A rhyming poem, in which the last word of every other line rhymes (see p.22)

+ A poem expressing an idea or emotion (see above)
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 1

Edit the book review below by replacing two adjectives and two adverbs with more
interesting or precise ones.

MIDNIGHT SHADOW

What would you do for long-lasting love?

When Domenica unenthusiastically moves to the boring town of Charman Falls,
all she wants to do is graduate from school and go back home. But when she meets
the alluring Spencer Li, she suddenly realises that the small town is not quite as it
seems ... and that acting nicely to everyone won’t always make you happy.

Monica Chan’s gripping debut novel presents a world of bad secrets and forgotten
magic. Brimming with mystery and romance, the novel’s good prose and surprising

twists will draw readers in and leave them hungry for more.

DAY 2

' A writer's choice of words helps

. to create the tone of a piece.
@ Sort the tone words below into the appropriate It shows the narrator’s attitude

columns. or feeling towards a subject.

serious cheerful sarcastic disgusted pleased
reflective arrogant encouraging questioning
Negative Neutral Positive

@ Using the tone words below, write a short sentence describing two different books.

Approving:

Critical:
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 3

Edit the theatre review below by correcting the eight capitalisation errors.

BOLD REIMAGINING OF AN OLD CLASSIC

When i first heard that the Lake theatre Company was doing a production of Art
Levin’s infamous play rosaline’s Sorrow, I was a little Apprehensive. My fears were
eased, however, the moment I heard the first chords.

while the decision to change the original operatic songs into death-metal covers
was surprising, I felt it helped to bring the Protagonist’s anguish to life, and gave the
play a certain modern quality. The Set and costume design were terrific, lending the
play an air of authenticity.

My only complaint was that a couple of the Actors appeared to be not entirely
familiar with their lines, but it is hard to be critical of such an ambitious work.

I could not recommend this play more. Five stars!

DAY 4

Complete the sentences below with interesting adjectives to match the tone indicated.

a Neutral: Rosaline’s Sorrow is a/an play that portrays a/an

take on a traditional love story.

b Approving: Rosaline’s Sorrow is a/an play that portrays

characters who are believable in their various motivations.

¢ Condescending: Rosaline’s Sorrow is a/an play that attempts

to be innovative but the story at its heart is

d Passionate: Rosaline’s Sorrow is a/an play that everyone must

see — a play that will change the lives of people in ways.
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USING LANGUAGE TO ACHIEVE A PURPOSE

DAY 5

€@ Edit the restaurant review below by replacing three adjectives with more interesting or
precise ones, and correcting the three capitalisation errors.

BRAD’S WOK & PIE

situated in the north-west of Cheltenham, Brad’s Wok & Pie promises good food
at an affordable price, and it was with these hopes that my partner and i went
to dine. Alas, the experience was truly terrible. When we arrived the place was
in disarray. There was no menu ready for us, the staff were rude, the wait times
were really long and, to top it all off, judging by the food, brad seems unfamiliar
with both woks and pies. Our big night out was a complete disaster! It’s true
that, as promised, Brad’s is affordable, but the food and service we experienced

were a sad disappointment, and I would strongly caution others against going.

W WY

@ Write a short review of a restaurant. Remember to use appropriate adjectives and
adverbs to achieve your intended tone.

Intended tone:
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PLOTTING AN ENGAGING STORY

DAY 1

Edit the imaginative piece below by correcting the six punctuation errors (commas, hyphens).

SUMMER

Crystal swung, her old fashioned fishing spear across the front porch and pointed it
at Marco. ‘Stick 'em up!

If there was ever a time Marco resented his wild-sister, it was now. They'd
come to the beach house early to set up for the annual weekend long family trip -
a decision he was quickly coming to regret.

‘The fridge is empty, he said, exasperated. ‘The beds aren’t made. All you've done
since we got here is play with that fishing toy’

Crystal brandished the spear.

‘Hello? A girl with bright blonde hair, stood at the fence, watching them with a

smile. Tm Summer your new neighbour.’

DAY 2
' An interesting hook (i.e. an intriguing
plot detail in the opening scene) can
Describe a possible hook for the following ® grab readers’ attention and make
scenarios. The first one has been done for you. them want to read on.

a What if one of your siblings or friends turned into a rat?

While playing hide and seek with my sister, | see a rat. | try to step on it

but stop when | hear my sister’s voice coming from the rat.

b What if your teacher turned out to be a robot?

¢ What if you were stranded in the bush with your least-favourite person?

© Insight Publications Daily Writing & Editing Practice Book 2
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PLOTTING AN ENGAGING STORY

DAY 3

Edit the imaginative piece below by correcting the seven verb tense errors.
FROM THE ASHES

Ioke was shaking. Though she was only halfway up the cliff, the climb has exhausted
her. The black rocks feel fragile. She expected to fall at any second.

Ioke had run across the island, following a swift red spot in the sky. Her
grandmother had told her stories about magical creatures wandering to their island
by mistake, but she had never saw one for herself.

‘Ouch!” Ioke will say as her leg scraped the rough volcanic stones. She mistakenly
looks down, and her stomach dropped, but her curiosity drove her on, and she keeps
reaching for the top. With great effort, she pulled herself up over the edge, and

finally finds the red creature: a beautiful, vibrant phoenix, waiting to die in its nest.

DAY 4

Turn the everyday situations below into interesting story ideas by asking a ‘What if’
question. The first one has been done for you.

a Leilani finds a key to the locked attic door.

What if _Leéilani discovered that her attic is home to a secret community of fairies

b Manuel sets up a lemonade stand.

What if ?

¢ There is a school fair, attended by the principal.

What if ?

d Paulo asks Lydie to the school dance.

What if ?
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PLOTTING AN ENGAGING STORY

DAY 5

€@ Edit the imaginative piece below by correcting the four punctuation errors (commas,
hyphens) and the four verb tense errors.

AWAKENING

The sun was beating down hard. Mary sits cross-legged in her backyard,
surrounded by weeds so overgrown that they could double as Amazonian tree
ferns. Mary’s mother had told her daughter that she will receive no more
allowance until she pulled out all of the weeds, which Mary found quite unfair.
It would take her several week-ends to clear out all these weeds.

Mary crawled through the jungle of weeds, pulls them out one at a time.
After a few minutes of hard work (and angry mumbling), she had to take a
break. It was in this moment, among the bric-a-brac of potted plants and garden
gnomes that she discovered a golden lamp.

She picked it up and rubbed it gently. A whirring noise, filled the backyard as

a giant-golden genie erupting from the lamp.

@ Using one of the ‘What if’ questions from Day 4, or your own ‘What if’ question, write
an engaging opening scene to an imaginative piece.
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PLOTTING AN ENGAGING STORY

DAY 1

Edit the imaginative piece below by correcting the five punctuation errors (semicolons,
commas).

ALL ABOARD

Leonor wakes to the sound of shouting. Panicking she jumps out of bed and races outside
the small Portuguese fishing village she has lived in, since childhood is in chaos.

LEONOR: What happened, Mother?

ANA: Pirates came! We've lost everything.

In the distance, a pirate ship sails away across the vast ocean.

LEONOR: I'll go to Lisbon and get on a ship, then I'll find them; and get it all back.
ANA: That’s far too dangerous! You're only a child.

LEONOR: I'm fifteen. I'm old enough to help our family. Plus, it’s time someone

stood up, to those foul pirates.

DAY 2
' A plot generally includes
the following elements:
Using the example below as a guide, complete the table ® orientation, rising action,
for your own story idea. (You can use one of the ‘What if’ climax and resolution.

questions from Week 9, Day 4 or an original idea.)

ALL ABOARD YOUR STORY

Pirates raid the village and steal
everything belonging to Leonor’s
family. Leonor decides to go
after them.

Orientation

Leonor stows away on a ship.
The captain discovers her but
allows her to stay because they
are already far out at sea.

Rising action

Leonor spots the ship carrying
the pirates who stole her family’s

Climax )
possessions. The two crews
clash in a fierce battle.
Leonor outsmarts the pirates
. and recovers her family’s
Resolution

belongings. She wonders what
other great adventures await her.
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PLOTTING AN ENGAGING STORY

DAY 3

Edit the imaginative piece below by correcting the three run-on sentences.

I’M A CELEBRITY

Eric Knightling loved handwritten fan mail, it was much more sincere than the
comments fans left for other celebrities on social media. Not that he received much
of either, now that his show, Curtain of Time, had been cancelled.

So, when a glittery handmade card dropped through the slot in his front door,
Eric was instantly excited, he ripped open the letter and read the message scrawled
in gold and silver ink.

OMG! Hi, Eric! We can’t believe we finally found you, we’re your biggest fans! It would
mean so much to us if you came to our sister’s birthday party this Saturday.

Yours truly, Kay and Mia.

‘Well,” he said to himself, ‘it sounds like I'm going to a party.’

DAY 4

Describe possible rising action for the scenarios below. The first one has been done for you.

SCENARIO RISING ACTION

Leilani discovers a secret
community of fairies in her
attic.

The fairies are evil and try to banish Leilani to a
different dimension<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>