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My Mandarin Portfolio

My Mandarin Portfolio contains 333 questions and answer options that cover 20 language acquisition topics. It helps students understand
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My Mandarin Portfolio

Welcome to your Mandarin Portfolio. This resource will help you turn your Mandarin language acquisition course into

a personal journey and prepare you fully for the assessments.

What is the Mandarin Portfolio ?

Every language acquisition course is an organic course. You will learn vocabulary, grammar, syntax, skills and cultural
facts throughout the various units that your teacher presents. While the course is open-ended, there are a wide range of

themes and topics that 7ust be covered and that are the same for all languages.

The following are the most common themes and topics of a language acquisition course :

Identities Experiences Human Social Sharing the
ingenuity organization planet
Personal Daily routine Transport Neighbourhood Climate
attributes
Personal Leisure Entertainment Education Physical
relationships geography
Eating and Holidays Media The workplace Environment
drinking
Physical Festivals and Technology Social issues Global issues
well-being celebrations

Since the acquisition of a new language is an ongoing and organic process, you are encouraged to develop your
personalized Mandarin Portfolio. The development of a Portfolio will help you a great deal as you expand your
knowledge and understanding of spoken and written Mandarin and as you undertake progressively more complex

readings, writings and oral presentations.

This Portfolio has been divided up into five themes and twenty topics. For each topic a number of questions have been
suggested. The questions range from basic to complex and you are encouraged to answer each one of these questions

whilst using the vocabulary and grammar that you learn in your lessons.

This process of answering many questions allows you to familiarize yourself with the topic-specific vocabulary, to revise
and practise the grammatical concepts learned and to provide personalized answers in writing and speaking. The creative
nature of the Portfolio also allows for differentiation, where you can challenge yourself to provide detailed answers, to
explore grammatical variations (eg tenses) and to set minimum requirements for yourself (eg “use at least three

adjectives”).

The table on page 4 shows you the various applications of your Portfolio.
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Applications of the Writing Listening Read Sp
Portfolio

\/

Coverage of all the
course topics
Vocabulary practice

<] 21 =2f <2/

)
3
Grammar practice v
3

Writing practice

Speaking practice v

Listening practice v

Combining Portfolio v v
paragraphs will lead to
almost complete
responses

Cultural understanding v v v v

By the time you reach the end of the course, you will have a complete set of questions and answers that will, in various

forms, be tested in your various formative and summative assessments.

How do I use my Mandarin Portfolio ?

This Portfolio workbook contains a comprehensive list of questions and answer options that have been grouped by

theme and by topic.
Your task is to :

e find the questions that you cover as you progress through the language acquisition course. For example, once
you have covered part or all of the topic of “Eating and Drinking”, you should consult the Portfolio section on
this topic;

e study the vocabulary and the grammar related to the topic in question before attempting to answer all the relevant
questions;

e study the many answer options that have been given and select the ones that apply to your personal situation.
From these options, construct your answers in a personalized manner. For example, when you describe yourself,
simply select the features that correspond with what you look like. Of course, you are free to add more features
or to change what needs to be changed;

e practise your writing but also your speaking : read the questions and the answer options out loud, draft your
answer paragraph and learn how to say that paragraph;

e keep up to date with your course. As soon as you have covered a certain topic, or parts thereof, you should work
on the corresponding questions. This will prevent your independent work from building up beyond manageable

levels. Always remember that a new language is learned on a daily basis, not on the eve of the test or examination
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e add your own additional questions at the end of each section. We do not claim to have produced an exhaustive
list of questions;

e work progressively from the pinyin section to the non-pinyin section.

Portfolio example

e When you are being asked

ni kéyl midoshu yixia nl de fingzi gongyu ma

AR T F i —TF MR8 5T/ 28 5?5 (Question 14)
you must not simply say that your house is big or small or that your flat has five rooms.

In order to fully utilise this question and show how much you have learned in Mandarin, you should differentiate
between :

e whether your home is a house, an apartment, a chalet, a mansion

e whether your home is big or small

e whether your home is modern or not

e whether your home is near the city centre, in the suburbs or in the countryside
e whether there is one floot or more than one floor

e whether there is a garden or not

e whether there is a view of the mountains or of the town

e how many rooms there are in your home and which ones they are

® ctc.

When describing your home, why not include a photo in your write-up, Powerpoint presentation or blog entry ? Be as
creative and artistic as you can when working on your Portfolio — it is there for you to enjoy !

When describing your home, why not include a photo in your write-up, Powerpoint presentation or blog entry ? Be as
creative and artistic as you can when working on your Portfolio — it is there for you to enjoy !

Possible formats of yvour Portfolio

Eventually your Portfolio will become a summary and a record of your language-learning experience. It is something
you should celebrate and be proud of, so think of a way in which you can fully express yourself and revise best for your
tests and examinations.
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Some options include :

e using an exercise book to prepare your answers in writing;
e working on a word-processed Portfolio;

e developing a blog;

e creating Powerpoint presentations;

e producing short video clips;

® etc
Your teacher may also ask you to produce a combination of the above (and other) options.

The addition of visuals to some of the responses will provide a great creative touch and will, in many cases, also aid
recognition and recollection of these responses. Furthermore, you may occasionally present parts of your Portfolio to

your classmates, either as practice or as an assessment.

Remember, in order to stand out from the crowd and fully explore your linguistic ability, you must produce answer
paragraphs that have a range of vocabulary, grammar and cultural content. Don’t be satisfied with one-word answers —
they will not earn you good grades and they will limit the communication that you must establish with your audience.

Good luck !
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PART 2

Part 2 of this Mandarin Portfolio contains all the same questions as Part 1, with the only difference being that you will
now not find any pinyin transcriptions in the questions and answers.

Once you have practised the questions and answers in Part 1, using the pinyin, proceed to this second part so that you
familiarize yourself with the characters without the help of pinyin.

Remember that in your assessments there may be no pinyin either, so it is essential that you recognize, understand and
master all these characters without pinyin transcriptions given.
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Also by Ronny Mintjens

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook

The Language Ab Initio Student Workbook covers all the components of the IB language acquisition course and provides
a step-by-step guide to the various assessments. Each component is broken down into its various parts and plenty of
advice and practice are provided in order to ensure that the student is fully prepared when it matters most.

More than a Game / Black and White United

An autobiographical novel about the author’s life in football and in foreign cultures — his journey from being a footballing
toddler in Belgium, then a top division football player in Swaziland and Tanzania, and finally becoming the national
youth team coach of Tanzania and Qatar

A Journey through North Korea

A photographic album highlighting the various aspects of life, society, history, nature, culture and food in the world’s
most fascinating and least understood country. All the photos were taken during the authot’s twenty trips to North
Korea

Siri Ya Ndani (“Secrets from the Inside”)

The Swahili version of “More than a Game”, now out of print
> p

A Chief’s Story

A short story, winner of the ROC-Taiwan 40™ Anniversary Writing Contest, Swaziland, 2008

The Winner Within

A motivational short story, unpublished

Photocopying and electronic sharing prohibited © Mintjens Press






bHofocobAIud suq sjecflouic 2pgLILA bLopipiieq © INIVfleu2 pLez2

© NTUtleue preee

=uuicih Dropipiteq ph cobhuBpe i
W1 1Ahce oy qribicsion Suo\ oL qRITPHIfoT AITPont 6Xhice? DHEIIRRIoN Lo (PG INIPoL 16

80



	PART 1
	Table of contents
	A. IDENTITIES
	B.EXPERIENCES
	C. HUMAN INGENUITY
	D. SOCIAL ORGANIZATION
	E. SHARING THE PLANET
	F. EXTRA QUESTIONS

	PART 2
	Table of contents
	A. IDENTITIES
	B. EXPERIENCES
	C. HUMAN INGENUITY
	D. SOCIAL ORGANIZATION
	E. SHARING THE PLANET
	F. EXTRA QUESTIONS


