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FIGURE 1 In some countries women and girls can spend up to six hours
each day collecting water, The average distance they walk is 6 km. The
average weight they carry on their heads or backs is about 20 kg.
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Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

Why is it important to study HASS, and
what skills can | build?

Welcome to Year 7 HASS. This subject is all about
you: humans. It's about where we live and how
we live. It’s also about how and where people
lived in the past, how people different from you
are living now, and what life might be like for
people in the future.

HASS stands for Humanities and Social Sciences.
In HASS, there are four subjects:

e Civics and Citizenship

* Economics and Business

e Geography

e History.
But HASS isn’t just about each of these subjects ¢
by themselves; in HASS, you will also explore '
how these subjects are connected — just like the
parts of our world are connected.
- -
learn LS
eWorkbook -~

Customisable worksheets for this topic

Digital document
Key terms glossary

This topic is supported by a range of
differentiated worksheets available in your
Resources panel. For each SkillBuilder, there

are three levels of worksheets: Level 1, Level
2 and Level 3. Use these worksheets for a
structured, step-by-step approach to mastering

and applying your HASS skills effectively.

A )

o i
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
HASS skills:

QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
ANALYSING

EVALUATING

COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

TOPIC 1 HASS concepts and skills 3



Key concepts and skills in HASS

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to identify the key concepts and skills in year 7 HASS.

1.2.1 Key concepts in Year 7 HASS

The main concepts (or ideas) in HASS are listed in the diagram that follows. You will get to know what
these words mean as you work through each subject this year, and in future years.

The big questions we try to answer in HASS this year relate to things that affect your everyday life; as
individuals, members of teams and families, and members of local and global communities — even if it
doesn’t seem like they might affect you at the moment.

FIGURE 1 The main concepts in HASS for each subject

How do we live Why do we have
sustainably? a Constitution?
T T What are the three
; branches of
Wh.y |§ water such P « Democracy — .
a big issue? 0 glace * Democratic values government:
¢ opace ® The Westminster system
Why do we live < O Environment' e Justice —> What is justice?
where we do? . Intercpnnggtlon e Participation
* Sustainability * Rights and responsibilities
How do we make : gﬁjﬁge What is the role of
places better for the Geograph Civics and 7 courts and judges?
people who live there? «— graphy Citizenship
How do we know Eco;:;nics —» What makes a
what happened in ~<— e Sources . ) business successful?
ancient history? * Evidence Business el

* Making choices

¢ Continuity and change
Y 9 ¢ Specialization and trade What skills or qualities

e Cause and effect

Why should we learn * Perspectives * Interdependence do you need to run a
about and protect * Empathy * AIIocathn and markets business?
ancient things and * Significance ‘ Ecgr;gmlc p;erfgrm dance
P and living standards
cultures? pll © Contestability |, What type of
i i businesses are there?

What are the important
aspects of an ancient
culture?

How do businesses
spot opportunities?

Just because there are four subjects within HASS, it doesn’t mean they aren’t connected. They all connect
to each other in many ways. For example, this year, you will explore some of the following connections.
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FIGURE 2 The different subjects in HASS are all connected.

Who makes the rules about
protecting the environment?

Geography

How did human society
develop this way?

£,0p Ued sessauisng
TeYM J0} SB|NJ 8} S18S oYM\

affected our environment?

What past decisions have
¢dnsuadxa asow Ajqeuresns Buinl| S|

Economics
and

Why do we value some BUSi ness
things more than others?

History

1.2.2 Key skills in HASS

In HASS, it’s important to be curious about the world around you. You will need to investigate and
research to learn more about humans and their society.

In primary school, you will have learned some of these skills on a basic level, but as you work through
HASS you will learn to use these skills in a more sophisticated or detailed way. You will find the same skills
taught in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 HASS, but as you move through school, the level at which you will use these
skills will become deeper and more accomplished.

Below is an outline of the four main skills you will learn to help you be more curious, each broken down
into a set of smaller steps. Each of these skills will be explained in more detail in this topic.
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FIGURE 3 Each HASS skill is made up of a set of smaller skills.

Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

Skill 1: Identifying Skill 3: Selecting Skill 6: Drawing Skill 8: Representing
what you need relevant information conclusions information

to know Skill 4: Identifying Skill 7: Considering appropriately

Skill 2: Collecting, patterns and solutions or ideas Skill 9: Developing
recording and relationships for progress effective texts
organising Skill 5: Translating Skill 10: Reflecting
information information on your learning

1.2.3 Questioning and researching
Questioning and researching are connected, multi-step processes.

When you have been given a topic to investigate or a problem to solve, you need to
Questioning ask good questions to focus your research. Without clear focus questions, it is very
hard to find the information you need.

and
researching

There are two main questioning and research skills you will develop this year across
your HASS subjects.

FIGURE 4 The process of researching a topic

Identify and understand the general question
you are attempting to answer.

Develop a series of specific questions that
will help guide your research in the appropriate
direction, and help you determine the
information you need.

Locate appropriate sources of that information.

Record relevant information from a range of sources.

Present the information in a relevant form.
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You will work on:
¢ asking good focus questions to improve your research
e ways to check that the information you find is useful, accurate and reliable.

1.2.4 Analysing

Analysing is the process of deciding what you are learning from the information you
are looking at. Sometimes the information in a source seems easy to find, but for other
sources you have to look or think a little deeper.

As a part of this process, you also need to think in more detail about how accurate
and reliable the information is. You also need to think about how useful it is. A good
way to do this is to look at your hypothesis or focus question and then think about
how well you can answer the question or prove your hypothesis using this information.

You will be working with many different types of source in HASS this year; for example, maps, written
documents, pictures, diagrams and tables of data. Good researchers always consider whether information
comes from a useful source, an accurate source and a reliable source. When you look at any source

of information — whether it is in HASS, another subject or outside school — you should consider these
things.

1.2.5 Evaluating

Evaluating means looking at the information and sources you have gathered, as well
as the relationships, trends and viewpoints you have discovered through your analysis.
You then come to conclusions about what you have learned and weigh up the benefits
or problems associated with possible solutions or actions.

This is the skill where you bring everything you have learned together and make
a judgement to answer your hypothesis. Don’t be too quick to jump to those
conclusions though.

In HASS, you will often find that your evidence leads you to a ‘yes, but...’, or a ‘sometimes’ or a ‘no,
but...” In fact, the more skills you develop in HASS, the more likely you are to reach one of these ‘grey
area’ conclusions. They generally show that you are thinking quite deeply about an issue and can see it
from a range of perspectives.

Not having one solution or explanation is a good thing if you can give strong reasons to show why there
might be more than one answer to consider.

1.2.6 Communicating and reflecting

Now that you have your notes and your sources of evidence to demonstrate what
you have learned, you must think of your audience. For example, if you are creating
a poster for your Year 7 classmates, you need to make sure they understand what

. they are reading and not make it too hard or too easy. You also need to design it in
reflecting a way they will find interesting. If you are creating a poster for an old person’s home,
however, you might use a very different design and language.

Communicating

The final part of any learning process is reflecting on what you have learned. This
means looking back at what you have done (questioning and researching, analysing, evaluating and
communicating) as well as what you have learned about the topic you have been investigating.

Reflecting on what went well and what you might be able to do better helps you to learn how to improve
your skills and understanding.
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1.2.7 HASS skills focus in Year 7

Think of building these HASS skills in the same way you might consider your ability to make a cake. When
people begin baking, they start with basic cakes with simple flavours. There might not be any decorations,
or the cakes might be a little bit messy or simple. As a person’s baking skills improve, they will be able

to make more complicated cakes with different flavour combinations and layers, and the decorations will
become more complicated and impressive.

A similar process happens with your HASS skills. In primary school, you started by asking simple
questions, but, as you learned more, your questions became deeper and more complex.

FIGURE 5 Your HASS skills will build in complexity across years 7-10.

1.2

-
-,

Exercise learn[:]})

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 M LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3

1,2,8,5 4,6,7,9 8,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1.
2

)

HASS stands for Humanities and Social Sciences. True or false?

What is the main purpose of the ‘Questioning and researching’ SkillBuilder in HASS?

A. To improve communication skills

B. To develop curiosity about the world and focus research

C. To create visually appealing posters

D. To analyse data from various sources

Analysing is about deciding what you learn from the information. True or false?

What skill involves coming to conclusions about your research and weighing up benefits or problems?
A. Questioning

B. Communicating

C. Evaluating

D. Researching

Communicating in HASS involves reflecting on what went well and what could be improved. True or false?
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ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Explain the importance of reflecting on what you have learned in the HASS learning process.
7. What does the term ‘evaluating’ mean in the context of HASS skills?

8. How can designing a poster for different audiences affect your communication?

9. Describe how HASS skills build in complexity from primary school to year 10.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE
10. How does the analogy of baking a cake relate to developing HASS skills?

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

SkillBuilder: Identifying what you need to know

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to identify what you need to know to develop a focus question.

1.3.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your questioning and researching HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder at the start
of your inquiry process.

Questioning Communicating

and
reflecting

and
researching

1.3.2 Tellme

To identify knowledge and perspectives means:
e working out what you know about a topic
e identifying what you believe about a topic or think is true.

Listing what you know and what you think helps you identify what you don’t yet know.

Once you know what you need to find out, the best way to look for the answers is to write focus
questions. This helps you look for the information you need more effectively. Your focus questions will
not only help you search for information about what you don’t know, they will also help you test whether
what you think or believe about a topic is true.

Que::g"i"g In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is developing focus questions to help you research
a topic.

researching
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1.3.3 Show me

Imagine you have been given the following topic: Outline why your hometown is the best place to live in
Western Australia.

Step 1: Identify what you already know or believe.

Find the main idea or event you have been asked to focus on (sometimes rewriting the topic as a question
can help you to do this).
¢ Create a brainstorm of key points or ideas that come to mind when you think about the topic.
Think about listing:
« what you know (fact)
« what you think you know (possible fact)
« what you believe (opinion)
« what others might believe (possible opinion).
¢ |dentify the main verb in the topic and find out what it means — these verbs tell you what you need
to do in order to answer the question properly. (Write this in your brainstorm so you remember what
the task is.)

FIGURE 1 What a brainstorm of key ideas might look like

good places to beach is good
eat (market) for my dog Find the main idea
in the topic and
rewrite it as a

question.
Why is Geraldton .

the best weather is

things to do place to live in WA? good — hgt bgt
not too cold in winter

/ \ Outline: show in

a general

swim movies way (main reasons)

Find the main verb
in the topic and
write what it means
my family not too big/too you have to do.
are there many people

WHAT IF | DON’T KNOW ANYTHING?

If you feel like you don’t know anything about a topic, try some of these tips.

* Think of ways to divide the topic you are brainstorming into parts: in this case, people, places, the
environment and things to do.

e Write any words, people or places that you think might be linked to the topic. (Add a ? after an idea if you're
not sure it’s connected.)

* Write questions (what is that? who is that? where did that happen?)

® Look in the topic for clues or reminders; you could list place, best and Australia from this topic.

® Go back to your class notes or text to review some of the headings that might remind you of what you
have learned.

* Ask yourself: Did | learn something about this last year in HASS? Or in another subject?
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Step 2: Identify what you need to know to further your understanding.

e Look at your brainstorm or list. Are there any gaps?
e Use the 5W 1H words (who, what, when, where, why, how) to find gaps.
¢ Add more ideas or questions to your brainstorm in a different colour to fill the gaps.

FIGURE 2 Adding the 5W 1H words to the brainstorm

Why are they What are the
$0 good? names of dog
’ beaches?
good places to beach is good v:::':’oz';: g;iy
eat (market) for my dog find them?
When is a Why is Geraldton
good the best
time to go? place to live in WA? weather is What are the
good — hot but — average
. . Outline: show in not too cold in winter temperatures?
swim — things to do
a general
/ way (main reasons)
movies other things (?)
my family not too big/too
are there many people
l l
¢ Who are they? .
e Why they are “gh":]tl;'i::]i
awesome pop ’

Step 3: List what you know and what you need to find out.

After brainstorming, create two lists: what you know (but need to fact check), and what you don’t know
but need to find out.

e Create a table summarising what you already know and what you will need to find out. Try to include
details of whether other people might disagree. (Your lists don’t need to be very long; but it doesn’t
matter if there is a lot you need to find out.)

e Use the 5W 1H words to help form your ‘What | want to know’ questions.

TABLE 1 A summary of brainstorm ideas

What | know What | want to know

| like the weather (but not everyone does). What weather do most people like?

| like the size of the town (but not everyone does). How many people live there?

My family live there and like it. Why do my family like living there?

There are a lot of different things to do (and What things can’t you do?

dog-friendly). What kinds of food do most people like? Is it available here?
There are a lot of different types of food available. What do other people think makes a town good to live in?
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Step 4: Write a hypothesis

Based on your list of what you do and don’t know, write a hypothesis. A hypothesis is an explanation,
made on the basis of limited evidence, and is a good basis for a more detailed study or investigation.
Anyone who develops a hypothesis is making a guess, based on the evidence they have. When a
hypothesis is well supported by solid evidence, we call it a theory.
e With this example topic, you are being asked to outline, so your hypothesis should be a single
sentence that summarises your ideas.
e [If your topic asks you to come to a decision or argue something, your hypothesis will summarise your
point of view.

Framing your hypothesis as an ‘I think ...” sentence can help you to form your ideas more easily. For your
final hypothesis, remove the ‘I think ...’ to make your statement stronger.

TABLE 2 A hypothesis

What | know

| like the weather (but not everyone does).

| like the size of the town (but not everyone does).
My family live there and like it.

There are a lot of different things to do (and
dog-friendly).

There are a lot of different types of food available.

What | want to know

What weather do most people like?

How many people live there?

Why do my family like living there?

What things can’t you do?

What kinds of food do most people like?

Is it available here?

What do other people think makes a town good to live in?

Hypothesis: My town has all the features that make it the best place to live in Western Australia.

WHAT IF MY HYPOTHESIS IS WRONG?

The point of your hypothesis is to focus your research. It doesn’t matter if it is right or wrong. Sometimes when
your hypothesis is wrong, it leads to much deeper and more interesting research than if you guessed right from
the beginning! A good hypothesis will be easy to argue for and against.

Step 5: Develop focus questions.

After pulling apart the topic into smaller ideas and thinking about it in different ways, you are now ready to
write some focus questions.

e Use the 5W 1H process again to break down what you need to research.

¢ Try to include at least two or three questions from each type.

TABLE 3 Focus questions

(What  [Where  |When Who | Why  |How |
What are Where do When are there Who lives there Why is the How do other
the average people like to events that and what are town good for people decide
temperatures eat? people might they like? families? if somewhere is
and rainfall? like? a good place to
Are these what live?
people like?
What is the Where do When is the best | Who agrees Why might other | How well does
population and people work? time to be there? | that it’s the best | people disagree | my town match
what is it like place? (Is there with me? people’s idea of
(ages, jobs, data?) a great town to
languages)? live in?
What jobs do
people do?
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WHAT IF MY QUESTIONS CHANGE AFTER | START RESEARCHING?

Often your questions will change as you go deeper into a topic. If you are half-way through your research and
come up with more questions or you need to ask different questions, you can always update your table.

Remember: Writing good focus questions is a many-step process that you will develop over time. Be prepared
to practise!

1.34 Letmedoit

1.3 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills at identifying perspectives and knowledge with the following activities.
® Follow the detailed steps in the Show me section.
* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Outline the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901.

Economics and Business

Write a biography of an entrepreneur. You need to include the following:
® Early life
* How they became an entrepreneur
® What was their idea? What is their business now?
® How has their idea impacted on the world?
® What characteristics of an entrepreneur have they displayed in their life and success?

Geography
Create a blog that presents demographic characteristics of a place that you know well. Do your own
research to find out the demographic characteristics of the area.

History
Choose an ancient society that you have studied in class. Create a museum display about your ancient society.

You must cover the following:
® system of government
e daily life
* use of slaves
® religions.

SkillBuilder: Collecting, recording and organising
iInformation

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to clearly record information from different sources.

1.4.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your questioning and researching HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after
you have closely examined your task and your existing knowledge, and identified the range of possible
perspectives on the topic. Use this SkillBuilder before you start looking for sources of information.
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Questioning

Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

1.4.2 Tellme

This skill involves finding many sources of information to answer your focus questions and fill in the gaps
in your knowledge about a topic. This skill also means being able to organise your notes in a way that
makes the information easy to use.

Why can’t | just use Wikipedia or ChatGPT?

You might go straight to Wikipedia or Al tools like ChatGPT when you need to answer a question because
it’s easy, but you should always check any information you collect from Wikipedia or Al tools with a source
that you know you can trust. For example, anyone can update Wikipedia entries. Even though Wikipedia
has a checking process, not everything on a page might have been checked before you read it! You also
need to be aware of your school’s policies about using Al.

Questioning

and In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is clearly recording information from different sources
researching to help you research a topic.

1.4.3 Show me

Step 1: Find information from a variety of sources.

To help ensure that your information is correct, you should always use at least two sources to research a
topic or question.

¢ Find different types of sources that answer your focus questions.

e Check you have sources from different authors or organisations.

Imagine you have been asked to write a report that outlines Greta Thunberg’s ideas for slowing climate
change. After careful brainstorming, you came up with these focus questions and hypothesis.

Type your focus questions into a search engine or library catalogue. Your search will bring up a lot of
results, but not all of them are the same types of sources. Good researchers will try to include different
types of sources.

Try to use:
e sources that come from at least two different websites or authors/publishers (don’t forget sources
can be images, videos or audio, not just written)
e primary sources and secondary sources
e sources that are reliable.
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TABLE 1 Focus questions and hypothesis

What Where When Who Why How
What does Where has When does GT Who are GT’s Why did GT How did
GT believe we GT travelled think effects will | inspirations? start her school GT become
should do about | to speak to get worse? strike? famous?
climate change? | people?
What has GT Where does When did GT Who disagrees Why do some How does GT
done to slow GT think is the start her school with what GT is people not agree | want people to
climate change? | place worst strike? doing? with her? act?

affected by

climate change?

Hypothesis: Greta Thunberg’s ideas to slow climate change are all about making governments and
leaders feel guilty about not doing something sooner.

If you search ‘Greta Thunberg’, there are over 46 million results. The first two are from Wikipedia and X
(formerly known as Twitter). Notice that sometimes when you search for topics, you will see the articles

organised into different types.

You may find a lot of different articles that seem to answer your focus questions about Greta Thunberg’s
beliefs and actions, but how do you know that the information is reliable?

Use the checklist below to check if an online source is likely to be reliable before you use it.

TABLE 2 Quick check: Is your online source likely to be reliable?

More likely to be reliable Less likely to be reliable

1. Find the author or organisation

® Person, organisation or
charity known for trustworthy
information (e.g. the UN or NASA)

e Searching the
author/organisation online returns
detailed information about them
and their work

® Author/organisation has nothing
to gain from you believing them

® No writer or organisation is
named

e Searching for author/organisation
brings up few (or only their own)
sites

* Author/organisation might gain
something from you believing
them (e.g. money, votes, sales)

2. Read the headline

Attention-grabbing but language
is not emotional (facts, arguments,
scientific)

Very dramatic, or over-the top, very
emotional language (enemy, hoax,
crisis)

3. Look for the article’s sources

Lists sources or links to where the
information in the article was found

Does not list or link to any sources

You will look more closely at different types of sources, including primary and secondary sources, in each of your
HASS subject areas this year. Different subjects will use different types of sources more often. For example, in
Geography you might use more maps than in Civics and Citizenship, or in History you might use more timelines

than in Economics and Business.
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FIGURE 1 Overview of the search results for ‘Greta Thunberg’

great thunberg X $ Q

Q Al News (2 Images [2) Videos [ Books i More Sattings  Tools

00,000 results

Showing results for greta thunberg

Search instead for great thunberg

Source of the first
result

en.wikipedia org » wiki» Greta Thunberg v

Greta Tintin Eleonora Ernman Thunberg (Swedish: [ gré ta ta nbaerj] ( listen), bom 3 January
2003) is a Swedish environmental activist who has gained international recognition for promoting
the view that humanity Is facing an existential crisis arising from climate change

Relatives. Olof Thunberg (grandfather)
Occupation: Student, environmental activist

Years active: 2018-present
Movement School strike for climate

Speeches by Greta Thunberg - Voyage of Greta Thunberg - Olof Thunberg

People also ask

Does Greta Thunberg fly? v

How did Greta Thunberg get famous? v

What is Greta Thunberg doing? v

Is Greta Thunberg a vegan? v
Top stories

THE TIMES OF INDIA >
Greta Thunberg donates
million-euro rights prize

to green groups

THEsta HINDU

Greta Thunberg Donates
Million-Euro Rights Prize
To Green Groups

Greta Thunberg donates
million-euro rights prize
to green groups

52 mins ago 5 hours ago 1 hour ago

=> More for greta thunberg

hitps:/Awitter.co etaThunhe

reta Thunberg (@GretaThunberg) Twittel

"Ou, 17, has become a
target for the authorities who

see that activism as a

challenge to their control.*

Support the brave "
@howey_ou in her climate To the EU leaders right now
activism. If we don't have meeting In Brussels.

I'm extremely honoured to
receive the Gulbenkian
Prize for Humanity. We're in

dgemocracy, we have deciding our future: Here's a >

a climate emergency, and nothing little something for you to
my foundation will as quickly #FaceTheClimateEmergenc keep in mind. (Video by
as possible donate all the y @CarbonBrief ) #2UCO

#LetChinaStrikeForClimate #FaceTheClimateEmergenc
www theguardian com/wor y

prize money of 1 miltion
Euros to support ... -> 1/3

Twitter - 21 hours ago Twitter - 22 hours ago Twatter - 3 days ago

=> View on Twitter

Total results from
the search

Greta Thunberg <

Swedish activist

Greta Tintin Eleonora Emman Thunberg ts a Swedish environmental
activist who has gained Intemational recognition for promoting the
view that humanity is facing an existential crisis arnsing from climate
change Wikipedia

Bom: 3 January 2003 (age 17 years), Stockholm, Sweden
Nationality: Swedish

Full name: Greta Tintin Eleonora Emman Thunberg

Awards: Right Livelinood Award, MORE

Parents: Maiena Ernman, Svante Thunberg

Books

NoOnels Scenes Greta

Too Small  from the Thunberg
1o Make. Heart (I Know.
2018 2018 2020
Profiles

® B EH 0O

Instagram Twitter Facebook YouTube

5+ more

People also search for

YAV

Svante Malena Malala Naomi Beata
Thunberg Emman Yousafzal  Seibt Thunberg
Feedback

@ Ciaim this knowledge panel

Source of the second
result
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Step 2: Read your sources carefully.

Examine your source carefully, focusing on finding the answers to your questions.
¢ Highlight key points.
¢ Link each highlighted idea to your focus questions.

For example, if you were using this extract from an article of top ten facts about Greta Thunberg from
National Geographic Kids, it might look like this when you finished reading.

Notice that there aren’t any notes yet, only the most important details have been highlighted and
numbered to match your focus questions. (Notice the focus questions are there for reference too.)

FIGURE 2 Key points about Greta Thunberg

Keep your focus
questions beside you as
you read each source.

[ What | Where _[When _[Who ___ |Why | How

Who

is Greta Thunberg?

g o 5 @ What does Where has | When does |Who are GT’s\Why did  |How did
| : GT believe GT travelled | GT think inspirations? |GT start GT become
we should do | to speak to | effects will her school |famous?
about climate people? get strike?
change? o e worse? 0 e m
What has Where does | When did |Who Why do How does
GT done to GT thinkis | GT start her|disagrees some GT want
slow climate the place school with what GT |people people
change? worst strike? is doing? not agree |to act?
affected by with
- : : climate her?
1) Greta Thunberg is an environmental activist, She was bom in
SIUckho'm,Swedin. in 2003. When she was eight, she started o Change? ° e e @ @

learning about climatechange. The more she learned, the more
baffled she becarme as to why so little was being done about it

2) At the age of 11, Greta became so sad about climate change that
she temporarily stopped speaking!

3) Greta has Asperger syndreme, a condition that affects how
peaple socialise. But Greta views her condition as a positive, calling
it her “superpower™ She says it helps her see the world in black and
white, and that there are “no grey areas when it comes to climate
change”

Number each highlighted
part so you know which
question it helps to answer
(or in a comment or sticky
note on a digital page)

4} In August 2018, Greta decided to take action. Instead of going to
school,she made a large sign that read'SCHOOL STRIKE FOR
CLIMATE', and calmly sat down outside the Swedish parliament. Her
aim? To make politicians take notice and act to stop global warming,

5) Greta was inspired by teenage activists in Florida, USA, who were
protesting to end gun violence, Read more about the
1ate protests that Greta inspired!

Highlight information
in a source that answers
your questions.

@) Greta's strike was picked up by the Swedish media, and the word
started to spread, Soon enough, tens of thousands of students fram
around the world joined her Fridays for Future strikes - skipping
school on Fridays to protest against climate change.

Always record the full

Source: National Geographic Kids UK, published by Creature Media Ltd <——— .
details of every source

Step 3: Record your information in notes.

Clear and organised notes will help you find the information later. It is important you use the same format
for all your notes, as this will help you record your information in a way that is easy for you to understand
and find later.

e Make notes in your own words about the information you have found.

* Make sure you have found the answers to all your focus questions.

e Order your notes.
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One way you can do this is by handwriting your notes, making sure you use different words and synonyms
as appropriate. Writing your notes as dot points, rather than full sentences, helps with this too.

If you are using a compuiter, it is OK to copy and paste the information into your document but you should
always either:
¢ include all the details of where you found the information or
e re-type it as your own notes underneath the pasted text, making sure you use different words and
synonyms as appropriate.

For example, if you were taking notes from the top ten facts about Greta Thunberg from National
Geographic Kids, a section of your notes might look like this the example in FIGURE 3.

FIGURE 3 Example of notes about Greta Thunberg research

[ What | Where _[When |Who __ |Why _JHow

Who is Greta Thunberg?

R tad - ‘ What does Where has | When does Who are GT’s Why did How did

| B o GT believe GT travelled | GT think inspirations? |GT start |GT become

" - we should do |to speakto | effects will her school |famous?
about climate people? get strike?
change? o e worse? o e Q
What has Where does | When did |Who Why do How does
GT done to GT thinkis | GT start her|disagrees some GT want
slow climate the place school with what GT |people people
change? worst strike? is doing? not agree |to act?

affected by with

- - =5 : . climate her?
rel = 154 i Pntal a ivist, he w d I
1) Greta Thunberg is an environmental activist, She was bom in e Change? o e e @ @

Stockholm,Sweden, in 2003. When she was eight, she started
learning about climatechange. The more she learned, the more

baffled she became as to why so little was being done about it. Use headings so that you
know which notes came
from which sources

2} At the age of 11, Greta became so sad about climate change that
she tempararily stopped speaking!

3) Greta has Asperger syndrome, a condition that affects how Use headings to

peaple socialise. But Greta views her condition as a positive, calling

it her “superpower™ She says it helps her see the world in black and separate information —> SOURCE:
white, and that there are "no grey areas when it comes to climate from each source. 7&&@%&%&&@&@@%
change” v Creature Media Australia Pt
4} In August 2018, Greta decided to take action, Instead of going to o — | Llimited underlicense from National
school,she made a large sign that read’SCHOOL STRIKE FOR Geographic Partners.
CLIMATE', and calmly sat down outside the Swedish parliament. Her 6.5chool strike starts A gust
aim? To make politicians take notice and act to stop global warming, 2018 5 ish Parli
Use your own words or buildin
5) Greta was inspired by teenage activists in Florida, USA, who were 0 pUt quote marks around ul g
pratesting to end gun violence. Read more about the ke . . —>7 Ijﬁpvlfﬁd |2¥ teenagers in
for Climate protests that Greta inspired! word-for-word information. — i °
@) Greta's strike was picked up by the Swedish media, and the word m 7Mﬁmma£@—
started to spread. Soon enough, tens of thousands of students from Focus on what will answer 11. Became famous from
around the world joined her Fridays for Future strikes - skipping your questions — use the ——M media in Sweden reporting
school on Fridays to protest against climate change. focus question numbers about her protest

to organise your notes.

Source: National Geographic Kids UK, published by Creature Media Ltd

This list doesn’t answer all the focus questions yet, and more than one source of information is needed for
any research. Keep finding new sources until you can answer all your focus questions.
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FIGURE 4 An example of further notes about Greta Thunberg

GRETA THUNBERG’S plan to stop climate change

National Geographic Kids, published b eature Media A alia

Pty Limited under license from National Geographic Partners.
6. 5School strike starts August 2018 at Swedish

Parliament building

7. Inspired by teenagers in Florida (protesting gun
violence, not climate)

11.Became famous from media in Sweden reporting

about her protest

SOURCE:
TED.com/speakers/greta_thunberg

3 T ‘ 5 .

jons an r ic For

vegan, low carbon, no planes

SOURCE:

_ ; 2019
‘ : e lving a5 i

because there is a tomorrow.’

When you have answers to all your focus questions, put them in order — collect together the notes about
each focus question. One easy way to do this is in a table, for example:

TABLE 3 Notes for each focus question

1. What does GT believe we Go vegan, no planes, low-carbon Time magazine
should do about climate use
change?

2. What has GT done to slow
climate change?

3. Where has GT travelled to
speak to people?

EXTEND YOUR NOTE-TAKING SKILLS

When it comes to note-taking, you don’t need to invent your own system. Practise your research skills by looking
up the following ways of keeping your notes organised.

e Cornell

¢ QOutline

* Mapping
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Step 4: Follow ethical protocols or rules.

One of the most important parts of research is to cite all your sources. This means that if you use
someone else’s information or ideas, you need to show what you used, and where and how you used
their work.

This rule is important because it helps to show you have not broken the first rule of research: do not
plagiarise.

e List all the details of every resource you use in your research.

¢ Include a list of the sources you used in your research in your assignment/work.

WHAT COUNTS AS PLAGIARISM?

Any time you use other people’s work (words, images, video or audio) as though it is your own, that is plagiarising
— even if it is by accident. When you take notes, you must be careful to rewrite information into your own words
or give credit to the sources.

Original text: Too close: Own words:

Greta's strike - ) Greta became
. Her strike was

was picked up famous around

picked up by the

media in Sweden,
and the news

began to spread.

by the Swedish

media, and the

word began to
spread.

the world after
the media in
Sweden reported
on her protest.

There are many different systems used to show this information. Your school will have a specific
referencing format that they use. One of the most common types in HASS is called Harvard referencing.

Notice where you should use full stops, italics and different types of brackets.

TABLE 4 Harvard referencing format

Common reference How to cite using Harvard referencing format

Books Author family name, author first name initial. (Year published). Title of book.
City: Publisher, Page(s).

Example:
Smith, A. (2021). The life of Greta Thunberg. Perth: HASS Publishing
Emporium, p. 4.

Websites with the author listed Family name, First initial (Year published). Page title. [online] Website name.

Available at: URL [Accessed Day Mo. Year]

Example:
Smith, A. (2021). Developing my skills in HASS. [online] HASS in WA. Available
at: www.HASSEmporiumWA.com.au [Accessed: 21 February 2020]

Website without an author listed Website name, (Year published). Page title. [online] Available at: URL [Accessed
Day Mo. Year]

Example:

National Geographic Kids (2020). Greta Thunberg Facts! [online] Available at:
https://www.natgeokids.com/au/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/greta-
thunberg-facts/ [Accessed: 20 March 2020]
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144 Letmedoit

1.4 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills collecting, recording and organising information with the following activities.
* Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
¢ Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
Civics and Citizenship
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources that outline the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901 and
collect your notes in an organised way.
Economics and Business
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about your chosen entrepreneur, and collect your notes in an
organised way.
Geography
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about the demographic characteristics of a place that you know well,
and collect your notes in an organised way.
History
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about an ancient society and collect your notes in an organised way.

SkillBuilder: Selecting relevant information

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to find information that is right for your specific research task.

1.5.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have refined your list
of inquiry questions. Use this SkillBuilder before you start to make detailed notes from each source.

Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

1.5.2 Tellme

Not all information you collect or notes you make will be directly useful to your task. Some of the
information you find might also turn out to be more useful than you first thought. To be useful, information
has to be relevant to your topic and your focus questions, but information also might be relevant even if it
doesn’t immediately seem related.
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e If you learn a lot and it helps you answer the question, then it is really useful.

e If you don’t really understand what it is saying, or it doesn’t answer your question, then it is not useful
at all.

e You might find some information that is somewhat useful. You will not be able to answer focus
questions from only one source, so write down the useful information and keep looking.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is finding information that is right for your specific
research task.

1.5.3 Show me

Step 1: Identify what you are learning from the information you have found.

Sometimes the information you are looking for is clearly stated in a source, but for many sources you will
have to think about what it suggests or hints. This is called making an inference.

After you have collected your information, think about what the information suggests.
e Think carefully about your sources, look for details you might have missed or information that is
suggested rather than stated.
¢ Think about the task and your focus questions, decide if there is anything you should have
researched but haven’t yet.

For example, look closely at FIGURE 1. Examine the background and foreground. Don’t forget the
information in the caption is part of the source.

FIGURE 1 An iron worker at the Empire State Building construction site,
1930, New York City, USA.

22 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



To take all the lessons possible from a source, you need to examine what is there and then consider what
it suggests. What can you learn from looking at the source and reading the caption?

This process is like looking for clues to solve a mystery: what does this source mean, rather than only listing what
it shows or tells.

For example, below are some of the clues in FIGURE 1.

e |tis a photo taken in 1930 in New York City.

¢ The worker is building a skyscraper.

e The iron worker is a man with a moustache wearing overalls, gloves and a hat.

e He is working many storeys high, sitting on the building frame, but there is nothing to stop him falling
off the building — ropes, harness etc.

e The air in the background looks quite smoky or foggy.

e There are wooden planks in the foreground.
What does this suggest? Building skyscrapers in New York in the 1930s was very dangerous work.

WHAT IF | CAN’T FIND ANY CLUES?

Don’t worry about your ideas being wrong or too simple. You’re just coming up with ideas at this stage. If you are
stuck for ideas, imagine yourself in the scene or event that is being shown or discussed.

* What is good?

® What is bad?

* What would you want to know more about?

EXTEND YOUR ANALYSIS SKILLS: WHAT CAN’T YOU SEE?

SeliEiines wiiel 1= nkEig) e £ seuee il e FIGURE 2 Iron workers at the 32nd floor of the Esso
just as much as what is there. Building in New York City, USA, 1954.
1. Make a list of what you can see in the -

image below.
2. Think about how the same activity or situation
might have been different in another time
or place, or from a different person’s point of view.
3. Based on what you see and what you know,
think about what might have caused the
difference.

Look again at FIGURE 1 from the 1930s and think
about how a picture of a building site might be
different today.
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For example:

¢ A building site today would have a lot of power tools. There are no power tools in FIGURE 1; the worker
is using a hand tool. This might mean: the whole skyscraper might have been built by hand. This is a
reasonable inference to make.

* A worker on a building site today would have a hard hat to protect their head and harness to stop them from
falling. This worker has no safety equipment but gloves. This could suggest that safety laws have changed
since the 1930s, or that some types of safety equipment had not been invented yet.

Use FIGURE 2 to practise finding the clues to what is missing in a source. (Don’t forget the caption is an
important part of the source!)

Step 2: Decide how accurate and reliable the information is.

Some sources are more reliable and accurate than others for specific tasks, so you should never use a
source unless you know it can be trusted and is suited to the task you are completing.

e Test your source for reliability.

e Consider the purpose of the source and the creator’s perspective (point of view).

¢ |dentify if there might be bias in the source.

To test whether the information you have collected from a source is right for the task, use this checkilist.

Checklist: Is my source reliable and accurate?
[] What type of source is it?
[1 Who wrote or created this source?
[1 When was the source created?
[1 Why was the source created?
[1 What evidence does the source provide?
[[1 What was happening at the time the source was created (context)?
[]1 What is the perspective of the source?
[[]1 What other perspectives or points of view might people have about the source?
[[1 What have | learned from this source?

For example, which of the following sources would be the most reliable and accurate if you were trying to
decide whether your town really is the best place to live in WA?

A table can sometimes help you see which is or isn’t most likely to be reliable.

TABLE 1 Organise the information in a table

What is the FIGURE 3: Employment data from the Australian FIGURE 4: An online review from a travel site for

source? Bureau of Statistics (ABS) about your town from backpackers looking for work in regional WA
the last two Censuses (2011 and 2016)

What is the Unemployment rate (%) 2011: 5.5 Heaps of work Review by: anon. 21 January

data? Unemployment rate (%) 2016: 8.8 2021 Spent two months here packing tomatoes,

stayed in backpackers in High Street. Awesome
people, heaps of work in the area. See Pete at
the co-op in William St for work boots and tips on
who’s hiring.
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What do |
know about the
source?

What: Unemployment rate data

Who: ABS (Aust Govt.)

When: 2011 and 2016

Why: Reported in the censuses

Evidence: Of the unemployment rate (people

without jobs) in the town

® Context: Census collects information about
Australians every five years.

® Perspective: Neutral reporting of data

® Other perspectives: People living there or
wanting to move would see this as a
bad sign.

® Key lesson: Data show unemployment grew

between 2011 and 2016.

What: Online review

Who: Anonymous (unnamed)

When: 21 Jan 2021

Why: Review

Evidence: Of work available as a tomato

picker

® Context: Information for other backpackers
looking for short-term work

* Perspective: Positive experience — found
work and loved town

® Other perspectives: Could see this as
negative (taking work from local people),
or positive (backpackers bringing in tourist
money, maybe there are more jobs now than
in 20167)

* Key lesson: There is seasonal work in the

town being done by tourists — have things

changed?

Is it likely to be
accurate and
reliable?

Very likely to be reliable and accurate Why:
FIGURE 3 is more likely to be accurate and reliable
because it was published by a well-known and
respected government organisation. It uses

data that are recorded and published by the
government over time to show trends. This
source is less likely to be biased and more likely
to be accurate.

But: It is also over five years old, so it might be
out of date.

Less chance of being reliable or accurate

Why: FIGURE 4 was written about the town by a
visitor, who stayed in the town for a short time
while working there. It doesn’t give a broad or
long-term view of work in the area, it is just one
person’s experience. We also don’t know who the
author is — maybe it's Pete!

But: It is more recent than the other source, so
maybe things have changed? Time to find some
more recent data to check.

EXTEND YOUR ANALYSIS SKILLS: IS IT FAKE NEWS?

When you are learning about current
events in HASS subjects, you will rely
on sources from the news media. The

internet makes it easy to access news
sources, but has also made it easy for
people to post things that are not true. It
can be difficult to know what is true.

[ AKE NEWS

DAILY NEWS

You may have heard the term ‘fake
news’. This is information that is
false and deliberately misleading. It
is designed to change or control a
reader’s point of view. Fake news can
also be called ‘disinformation’.

People create and share fake news

for political and social reasons; some
people even use it to make money.
Fake news can also create distrust and
disagreement because you may read

one thing on a topic and your friend may

read another.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

BT

Where is the economy heading?

This Week Best Investment
In Stock Market

MARKET REVIEW

0 Recovery
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Just because someone calls information
‘fake news’, it doesn’t mean that it is ‘fake
news’; always test the information yourself.

Looking closely at information sources will
help you form your own opinions on current
topics and will help you learn in an unbiased
way.

Practise using the ‘Is my source reliable and
accurate?’ checklist using written sources.

Enter the question ‘Is climate change real?’
into a search engine.

Follow the checklist to decide whether you
can trust what you read. If the source does
not pass the checklist test, the information
may not be reliable.

154 Let me do it

1.5 SkillBuilder activity

Climate change real X

QA @ News [images [JVideos O Shopping i More Settings

About 688,000,000 results (0.43 seconds)

climate.nasa.gov » evidence ~

Evidence | Facts — Climate Change: Vital Signs of the Planet
Vital Signs of the Planet: Global Climate Change and Global Warming. How do we know it's
happening? Here's the evidence

climate.nasa gov » scientific-consensus v

Scientific Consensus | Facts — Climate Change: Vital Signs of ...
Multiple studies published in peer-reviewed scientific journals show that 97 percent or more of
aclively publishing climate scientists agree*: Climate-warming

www.skepticalscience.com » argument ¥

Arguments from Global Warming Skeptics and what the ...
Examines the science and arguments of global warming skepticism. Common objections like
‘global warming is caused by the sun', ‘temperature has changed

There is no consensus - 'Global warming' and ‘climate How reliable are climate

www.wwf.org.uk » updates » 10-myths-about-climate-change ~

10 myths about climate change | WWF

With the climate crisis becoming a hot topic in mainstream media - there's a lot of confusion
around what climate change actually is. That's why we've tried to

www.edf.org » climate » how-climate-change-plunders-planet » clima... ~
7 undeniable climate change facts | Environmental Defense ...

We need the leadership of the federal government to provide accurate information about climate
change. When they don't, the best way to respond is with facts

Practise your skills selecting relevant information with the following activities.
* Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
¢ Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
® Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship

Carefully analyse sources outlining the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901.

Economics and Business

Carefully analyse sources about the life of your chosen entrepreneur.

Geography

Carefully analyse data about the demographic characteristics of a place that you know well.

History

Carefully analyse data about an ancient society.
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SkillBuilder: Identifying patterns and relationships

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to analyse patterns and links in your information and data.

1.6.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected
sources that appeared to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder before you start to write

your response.

Questioning Communicating

and and
researching reflecting

1.6.2 Tellme

When you have decided the source is reliable, accurate and useful, you then need to see if you notice any
patterns or relationships between the information and data you have found.

Ask yourself: what information is similar and what information presents a different viewpoint or idea?

Once you have written this information down, explain how these relationships and viewpoints impact on
the information and sources you have found. Do they prove or disprove your hypothesis? Do they provide
new questions to research?

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is looking for links (similarities or differences)
and patterns.

1.6.3 Show me

Looking for links and patterns can seem difficult but as you practise these skills, they do become easier.
Let’s have a look at an easy process to help you learn.

Step 1: Identify any relationships or trends that you notice.

Look at your notes carefully. Can you see any connections in the information? Are there similar events
that happened at different times or events that had flow-on effects or started a chain reaction? These
connections are also called relationships.

One example of a relationship you might find within your information is cause and effect. A cause and
effect relationship is one in which an event or action leads to other things.
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A simple example might be if you put money into a savings account, the total goes up. If you take money
out, it goes down. There is a cause and effect relationship. Cause: depositing money regularly. Effect:
your total savings rise. Cause: withdrawing money regularly. Effect: your total savings go down. A more
complex example of a relationship might be the causes and effects of not being able to find a job.

A trend is the way something moves in a general direction. Think about saving money, for example: if you
keep putting money into a savings account, the total will get bigger, even if you make a withdrawal from
time to time. The total is moving in an upward trend if you deposit more than you withdraw over a long
time. If you regularly take more money out than you put in, you will see a downward trend in your

total savings.

FIGURE 1 Issues or events might have many causes and many effects, both positive and negative.

Causes Effects

* No jobs available » Poverty
¢ New people moving to an * Poor self-esteem

area (competition for jobs) Unemployment * Need to move to find
¢ lliness/disability work
¢ Lack of education ¢ Return to study

FIGURE 2 There may be some individual results that go up or down, but a trend describes a general or
overall direction of change.

Upward trend Downward trend
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Step 2: Identify different viewpoints and perspectives.

Next you need to look for different viewpoints. For example, if you are researching whether your town
is the best place to live, you might believe that it is, but other people may have different ideas. Your

viewpoint is your perspective.

FIGURE 3 New information may affect your perspective.

My town is the best place to live.

There are three main reasons why:
« there isn't much traffic
* people know each other and
look out for each other
«it's right on the beach.

DAILY NEWS

World - Buisness + Finance - Lifestyle - Travel - Sport - Weather

w7e777203

CYCLONE: BLUE ALERT

A tropical cyclone watch has been issued
for the WA coast between Onslow and
Carnarvon. Residents are advised to put
their action plans in place. Heavy rain and
flooding are expected as far south as
Geraldton.

Other people may think a different town is better. They may prefer to live in a tent in the middle of the
desert, or a big apartment in a city. They may not want to risk experiencing a cyclone or being cut-off from

town by floods. This is their perspective of the topic.

Step 3: Explain how these viewpoints impact on the information you are looking at.

You now need to think about if considering the points
of view of others changes how you think. Do you
now think that living in the middle of nowhere sounds
great? Or maybe that your town is a bit crowded? Or
has looking at others’ perspectives made you even
more convinced that your town is the best place

to live?

If your perspective has changed, what was it that
changed your mind? Maybe it was the fact that you
have been camping and it was wonderful. Or you
think people raised some issues about your town that
you haven’t noticed before.

When you analyse a source, consider the following
questions:
e What new information is here that supports
my view?
e What points of view are shown that are different
to my view?
* Why might people believe different things to me?
¢ Do their reasons change my mind?

FIGURE 4 Consider how hearing someone else’s
perspective might make you think differently.

My town is the best place to live.

There are three main reasons why:

o thereisn't much traffic (but there also
isnt any public transport or many people
to give us a lift somewhere if we need it)

* people know each other and
look out for each other

* it's right on the beach (but it's also in a
cyclone zone, which makes it more
dangerous for flooding too).

A good researcher always keeps their mind open to being shown that their original ideas, or their hypothesis,
might not be the only way to look at an issue. A good researcher also understands that what you believe to be
true about an issue, or how you feel, depends on your perspective.

TOPIC 1 HASS concepts and skills 29



1.6.4 Letmedoit

1.6 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills finding patterns and relationships with the following activities.

For more help with this activity:
® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
® Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship

Find relationships or trends in the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901. Think about the other
perspectives people may have had about Federation.

Economics and Business

Find relationships and trends between the characteristics of entrepreneurs and how successful they have been in
their businesses.

Geography
Find relationships and trends between different demographics of the place you know well. For example, are there
lots of schools in areas where there are lots of school-aged children?

History

Find relationships and trends between the different aspects of your ancient society. For example, does the
system of government allow the ownership of slaves?

SkillBuilder: Translating information

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to identify the best way to present your information.

1.7.1 When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected
sources that appeared to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.

Questioning
and

Communicating

and
reflecting

researching

1.7.2 Tell me

When you present your information, you need to write it into your own words and present it in the way that
gets your message across most clearly.
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This shows other people reading it that you haven’t copied someone else’s work and that you understand
what you are talking (or writing) about. By using subject specific words, you are also showing your
audience you understand the topic you are presenting. It helps you to be more precise and exact with
your ideas too.

Translating information is also about finding the right way to show your information. This might mean
showing data sets in graphs or tables or creating a diagram or chart to show information.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is finding the right way to show your information.

1.7.3 Show me

Putting information into your own words is important because it helps you understand the information in a
different way. Again, this takes practice, but use these steps and it will become easier.

Step 1: Present the information you found in your own words.

As we said in the introduction, you need to present
information in your own words to show you have understood
what is being said and what you learned. It is also important
because you don’t want to plagiarise someone else’s work.
The author worked hard to write their information in their own
words and it’s not fair if someone else takes credit for it.

FIGURE 1 When you think deeply about an issue,
you will see both sides of the story.

While you may have taken care not to copy other people’s
words in your notes, before you start writing it is a good
time to:
¢ ook up words that you wrote down in your notes but
don’t really understand
¢ include all the correct technical or subject-specific
terms.

Step 2: Create diagrams or visuals to show information, if needed.

Sometimes you will need to present information and evidence in different ways. This could be to show
similarities and differences between relationships, or to present data and statistics that help prove your
hypothesis.

What you need to notice in this step is the phrase ‘if needed’. Sometimes people will make graphs and
charts because they look good but which actually don’t supply the information that is needed to prove the
hypothesis. So, if you decide you need a diagram or visual aid, make sure you know what it is trying to
prove. One informative and clear diagram is much better than several pretty diagrams that don’t say a lot.

Even with a diagram, you need to include all the details to show where your information was sourced.
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WHAT IF | DON’T KNOW WHICH FORMAT IS BEST?

There are many examples of different visuals in your textbooks or in reliable online sources. If you have a data set
or piece of information that you want to show visually, look for a similar data set or pieces of information to see
what kind of format works. You shouldn’t copy the style and design of the example, of course, but you can use
examples to help you decide which format works with which types of information.

TABLE 1 Examples of diagrams and visual aids
What it looks like

Type
Flow chart

Examples of what it might show

Processes, step-by-step
instructions, to show that one event
or thing leads to or causes another

Graph

P Series 1
— Series 2
60~ — Series 3

40

Title

£

Trends (patterns of change over
time) and comparing data

Hand drawing

Category 1 Category 2  Category 3  Category 4 '

Diagrams, field sketches, often
with labels to highlight important
features

Map

A

Source: Spatial Vision

Directions, landscapes

Pie chart

Title

m1stQtr = 2nd Qtr = 2rd Qtr m 2th Qtr

Parts or percentages of a whole

Venn diagram

Topic A

Title
Topic B

Similarities and differences between
two or more things
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1.7 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills finding the right way to show your information with the following activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:
® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
® Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
® Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
Civics and Citizenship
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process that
led to Australian Federation in 1901. Find the best way to divide and show this information.
Economics and Business

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your entrepreur.
Find the best way to divide and show this information.

Geography
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the area. Find the
best way to divide and show this information.

History

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the ancient
civilisation. Find the best way to divide and show this information.

TLRE] SkillBuilder: Drawing conclusions

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to evaluate evidence to form your own view.

1.8.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your evaluating HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected
sources that appear to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.

Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

1.8.2 Tellme

Drawing conclusions means making a judgement or decision about what you have learned. The answer
isn’t always obvious. Sometimes the answer isn’t a clear ‘yes or no’, ‘right or wrong’ or ‘less or more’.
Humans and human society are often a little more complicated than that.
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In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is forming a point of view: what do you think or
believe?

1.8.3 Show me

Through your analysis and drawing conclusions from your analysis you can now form your own point of
view. This may be the point of view you had right from the beginning or it may be completely different. You
just need to make sure it is an informed point of view.

An informed point of view is one based on reliable evidence, clear examples and well-explained ideas.

Step 1: Look for problems or issues related to the topic or your research.

Look back over your research. Can you see any problems? Could one of your sources be unreliable and
you missed it? There may be an issue that you have not noticed. Will this change the overall analysis of
your information?

Read through the notes you have taken. There may be something you still aren’t clear about. This is an
issue with your research. Go back to your source and re-read it. You will need to re-write that dot point so
that it is clear and informs your decision making.

HAVEN'T | DONE THIS ALREADY AT OTHER STAGES?

Remember researching and communicating your ideas is a circular process; you might have to go back to check
sources a few times to answer all your questions properly.

Step 2: Decide whether your hypothesis was right.

Now that you have resolved the issues and problems with your research or the topic, look back at your
hypothesis. Were you right? Is your hometown the best place to live? Or is somewhere else better or just
as good?

When you present your argument, you need to link back to your hypothesis and say if you were right or
wrong. You also need to say why you were right or wrong.

One way of doing this is to create a PMI chart.

e The P is a list of all the ‘pluses’ (good outcomes or benefits — on the positive side).

e The M is a list of all the ‘minuses’ (the bad outcomes or negatives — the minus side).

e The lis a list of what is still ‘interesting’— the questions or ideas that you know are important or
relevant, but you can see how they might fit on both the P and the M sides. (These are often your
‘grey areas’ that might not have an answer at all. They might be both positives and negatives at the
same time.)
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For example, if you were creating a PMI to consider whether your research supported your hypothesis
that your hometown was the best place to live in WA, you might list some of the variables in TABLE 1.

TABLE 1 An example PMI chart

Warm weather with regular rainfall Unemployment going up Mining and fishing industries
Cheaper houses than Australian Can flood / have cyclones Growing tourist industry
average

Strong farming industry Long drive to next main town

1.84 Letmedoit

1.8 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills assessing your hypothesis and drawing conclusions with the following activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:
® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
® Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
Civics and Citizenship
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process of
Federation.

Economics and Business

Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your chosen
entrepreneur.

Geography
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the best place
to live in WA.

History
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your chosen
ancient society.

SkillBuilder: Considering solutions or ideas
for progress

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to evaluate evidence to come up with solutions to problems or ideas for change.

1.9.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your evaluating HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected
sources that are reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.
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Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

1.9.2 Tellme

One of the things you can be asked to do is provide a solution to a problem or how to move forward from
one place to another. There may be many solutions and you might be unable to settle on just one. This is
fine. Just make sure you outline all the good solutions and why you wouldn’t just pick one of them. Maybe
one solution would work in one place but not in another. Maybe two solutions will help solve the problem.
Just be clear in your explanation.

Sometimes there may be one clear solution. Again, explain the solution and why it is the best one. Or
there may be no clear solution but some ways that can make things better than they currently are. This is
generally true for really complex problems, like climate change. Explain why there is no one clear solution
but outline the ideas on how you can move forward.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is weighing up the costs and benefits of change.

1.9.3 Show me

Use the steps below to clarify if there are clear solutions or just ideas for change. A solution is a change
that will solve a problem. An idea for change might not make things better or worse for everyone, it might
just make things different.

This can seem overwhelming at first: thinking logically and following a process will really help you get
better at it.

Step 1: Think of possible solutions to problems, or ideas for change.

Using the information and data you have collected, brainstorm lists of solutions or ideas for change. Once
you have written as many as you can think of, go back and look at each one.

e Ask yourself if it would work — why or why not?

e [f it wouldn’t work, cross it off your list and write a brief reason why.

e If it would work, put a tick next to it and a brief reason why.

e Ifitis a possible, put a question mark next to it and a brief reason why.

Work through the list until you have solutions or ideas for change that seem possible, then identify the
effects these ideas or solutions would have. The effect is the change that would take place if the idea or
solution were used to fix the problem. These can be positive, negative or neutral (no change).
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Decide which of these they would be and briefly explain why. Ideally good solutions and ideas will have a
positive or neutral effect on the problem. A negative effect just makes the problem bigger.

Step 2: Weigh up whether the effects are worth the consequences.

When you have discarded ideas that would have negative effects, it’s time to look at the positive and
neutral effects of the remaining solutions. This is when you ask yourself: ‘Is it worth it?’

How will people and the environment involved be affected or changed? If it is positive, then it is worth the
consequences. Sometimes if the effects are neutral, you need to think about if it is worth implementing the
solution at all. Over time, will the change become positive or negative?

FIGURE 1 Considering solutions means weighing up the positive and negative effects.

One way of weighing up the effects is a cost-benefit analysis. A cost-benefit analysis is a detailed
examination of the strengths and weaknesses of different alternatives to see whether the benefits
outweigh the costs. The idea behind a cost-benefit analysis is that you should decide to act on an
alternative only if the benefit is greater than the cost.

A good cost-benefit analysis:
e identifies potential need for change
e suggests actions to make the change
e calculates the costs and benefits of each action
e compares the costs and benefits to determine if the benefits outweigh the costs
¢ makes a decision about the best alternative to recommend.

For example, if you decide after your research that your town might not be the best place to live in WA
after all, you might want to consider some suggestions for how to improve life for everyone who lives
there.

What we need to change: We have a higher crime rate than most towns in Australia.

TABLE 1 Cost—benefit analysis

Possible actions Costs Benefits
More police

More things for people to do

More jobs and help for people who don’t have much money
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1.94 Let me do it

1.9 SkillBuilder activity

Practise your skills thinking of solutions to problems and weighing up ideas for change with the following
activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:

* Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.

® Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.

* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
Civics and Citizenship
Evaluate whether the process that led to Australian Federation was successful, and whether it might have had
better outcomes for some groups.
Economics and Business
Evaluate whether the entrepreneur you have researched is a positive role model for young people wanting to start
a business.
Geography
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Based on what you
have learned, suggest one change that might be made in the area to improve life for the people who live there.
Explain the consequences of this change and what impact you think it would have.
History

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Suggest how life could
have been improved for one group of people in that society. Explain the consequences of the change and the
impact it would have had on the society as a whole.

SkillBuilder: Representing information
appropriately

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to identify the best way to communicate your information.

1.10.1 When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder to help
with creating your response.

Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting
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1.10.2 Tell me

Representing information appropriately is making sure you are saying what you want to say in the right
way. There is no point representing the government system of Ancient Rome as a graph. The information
will make no sense. However, if you represent the different parts of the government system in a diagram
that shows how it works, people will understand what you are saying and they will learn from it.

You need to look at what you are being asked to do, your hypothesis and your information. What is the
best way to make sure you are addressing all three of these things? This could be something like an
infographic, a persuasive text or an oral presentation with a PowerPoint or Canva slide of key information.

Communicating
and In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is information clearly.

reflecting

1.10.3 Show me

For the skill of showing information clearly, you need to remember your audience. To present information
clearly is to make it easy for them to understand and interesting for them to read or listen to. The aim is for
your audience to learn something.

Step 1: Choose the right way to let others know what you have discovered.

By now you are going to have plenty of
information that will prove or disprove your
hypothesis. But you will only have a certain
number of words, space or time to present your
information. You will need to look back over it
and decide what you want the audience to know.
You know from your research what information is
reliable and accurate so that part is done but now
you need to select the important information.

FIGURE 1 Before you present information, you need to decide
which information to include and how to present it.

“aQ

Ask yourself, what information answers the
questions? What information best presents your
viewpoint? Once you have decided, highlight

or tick those key points and diagrams. Now
copy and paste them or write them into your
presentation.

A word of warning: In the same way much of the information you read on the internet provided a very specific
perspective, you need to be careful that your perspective isn’t the only viewpoint presented. Make sure you
include some other views as well. You want people to learn but also to make up their own minds in an
unbiased way.
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Step 2: Identify the best ways to show data and sources.

Once you have done this, think about the best way to present the information. Often your teacher will
tell you what form your communication could take. Some examples and tips for how to use them are
included below.

Since you are in Year 7 you will have plenty of time to practise. If you are able to choose your format, try
different styles. This allows you to find what interests you and to practise at the same time

TABLE 1 Different ways to present your information

Format Top tips

Oral presentations ® Speak slowly and pause between ideas.

¢ Use only key information in your slides. (The majority of your information
should be spoken because people don’t want to read something long
while they are listening to you say the same thing.)

® Use pictures.

Reports or essays e Carefully select your headings (they should clearly show a reader what
information is in the section; they are a tool to find information, so don’t
leave your reader guessing).

® Make sure the information matches these headings.

Newspaper articles ® Follow the conventions of a newspaper article; cover the 5W 1H words
in the opening paragraph, then give more detail as you go.
® Use appropriate language — correct and quite formal.

Websites e Use small chunks of information and visuals.
® Leave space in the design rather than trying to cram too much in.
® Only make your reader scroll if necessary — use links and menus

instead.
Infographics, posters or visual ® Information should be in bite-sized chunks.
displays ® Graphs, tables and pictures should be relevant and placed near

information that allows them to make sense.

1.104 Letmedoit

1.10 SkillBuilder activity

Practise presenting information in a way that suits your purpose.

For more help with this activity, you might:
® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
® Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
® Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process of
Australian Federation. Write a report that includes a timeline of major events, and any other visuals you think will
help to display your ideas.

Economics and Business

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your
entrepreneur. Write a biography, including a timeline of major events in the person’s life, and any other visuals
you think will help to display your ideas.
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Geography

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Write a blog post
that includes a map of the area you have researched, and at least one graph and one table showing important
information.

History

Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Create four display
boards for the museum. Include a timeline of key events, at least one diagram and a table showing important
information.

SkillBuilder: Developing effective texts

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to demonstrate how to create a strong paragraph with appropriate terms and
structure.

1.11.1  When to use this SkillBuilder

This SkillBuilder develops your communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder to help
with creating your response.

Questioning Communicating
and and

researching reflecting

1.11.2 Tellme

Developing effective texts involves making texts that allow the reader to learn something. When you write
your first draft, read it carefully. Are you interested in what you are reading? Is it easy to understand?

In the places where you think you could improve, make changes that will make your text more easily
understood.

Communicating ) o . .
and In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is using effective paragraph structure and vocabulary.

reflecting
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1.11.3 Show me

Remember, you can always ask your teacher for help. They can provide you with the paragraph structure
your school uses and make sure you are using the right words in the right way. But for now, let’s have a
look at the best way for you to do this.

Step 1: Create strong paragraphs (using evidence) to explain ideas.

There are many different ways to write a

paragraph, but all paragraphs have the same FIGURE 1 Being able to go to the beach may be an argument in
’ favour of your town being the best.

basic features.

1. Thesis statement or argument: This is
a sentence that states the main point you
are going to be arguing in that paragraph.
Look back to the beginning of your
research. What did you want to prove and
what were your reasons for this?
Example: My town is the best town to live
in because the weather is great.

2. Explanation: Why you think your thesis
statement is correct. This should be more
specific than your opening sentence.
Example: The weather in my town is great
because it is warm in summer and we can
go to the beach. It rains in winter, which
means everything grows well.

3. Examples: Provide examples of what you mean. This proves you know what you are talking about:
you haven’t just made up an idea. This is where your research comes in handy.

Example: In summer the temperatures are around 30 degrees, which means the beach is lovely
during the day. In winter we get about 50 millimetres of rainfall over the whole winter. This means that
our dams can fill up, and gardens and crops are healthy.

4. A concluding or linking sentence: You want your paragraphs to flow nicely and a good concluding
sentence allows the reader to follow your argument easily. This concluding sentence should link back
to your overall topic.

Example: Because the weather is so nice all year round, people want to come and live here as it
means they have a nice life.

Step 2: Use terms that are correct and appropriate.

Once you have a draft, look over it. Do you have the right words in the right places? More importantly do
you know what they mean? If you are unsure, look them up or change them. If you can’t understand them,
will your audience be able to?

It’s great to experiment with language but be careful with your words. Don’t suffer from ‘big words syndrome’ just
because you think it will score extra marks or make you sound smarter.

Using smaller words that are clear and used correctly is always better than using long, complicated words
incorrectly. If you are not completely sure what a word means, look it up or find an alternative that you know
is correct.
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1.11.4 Let me do it

1.11 SkillBuilder activity

Practise writing a strong paragraph with good subject vocabulary.

For more help with this activity, you might:
® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
¢ Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship

Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

Economics and Business

Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

Geography

Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

History

Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

SkillBuilder: Reflecting on your learning

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to explain how you might use what you have learned in the future.

1.12.1 When to use this SkillBuilder

This Skill Builder develops your communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you
have completed your inquiry task.

Questioning
and
researching

reflecting

1.12.2 Tell me

This process means thinking about what you learned and how well you are developing the skills of HASS.

Ask yourself questions such as:
e What did | learn?
e How can | apply this to my life?
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e How well did | research?
e What can | improve next time?

In a reflection, it is important to be as specific as possible. This is how you learn.
Instead of: | wrote my questions well.

Try giving more detail: | wrote the 5W 1H questions well, but | think | can improve my evaluative
questions for next time. | can do this by making them more specific to the hypothesis | am proving.

Communicating
and In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is explaining how you might use what you have

reflecting learned in the future.

1.12.3 Show me

Try to reflect on each step in the process. This might seem like a big job but just look at each step and
glance through what you’ve done. Chances are you have been reflecting and changing as you went along.

Step 1: Look back at your process and what you learned and could do better next time

There are many great ways to reflect on what you have learned and how you went about the process. One
way is two stars and a wish: What are two things you thought you did well in, or really enjoyed? What is
one way you can improve in the process for next time?

For example:

Two stars
1. | found really good sources.
2. | was able to communicate what | learned from the sources in a great PowerPoint presentation.

One wish: | think | could have evaluated the information better and provided stronger ideas and solutions.
Try to do this for each step in the process.

This doesn’t need to be a huge analysis of what you did and did not do, but a few words that will make
you really proud of yourself and some ideas on what to do better. The next time you are asked to use
these skills, you can look back on the improvements and say, ‘This time | need to work on...” Then you
can focus on that particular part to improve.

Questioning Communicating

and and
researching reflecting

Skill 1: Identifying Skill 3: Selecting Skill 6: Drawing Skill 8: Representing
what you need relevant information conclusions information

to know Skill 4: Identifying Skill 7: Considering appropriately

Skill 2: Collecting, patterns and solutions or ideas Skill 9: Developing
recording and relationships for progress effective texts
organising Skill 5: Translating Skill 10: Reflecting
information information on your learning
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Step 2: Ask yourself questions about how the task could apply in your life

When you have reflected on how you might improve your HASS skills further, think about how the
concepts and skills you have learned from a task might be useful in your life outside school.

These thoughts don’t need to be about the topic, they can be things like:
e When | look things up on the internet | will know what makes a website reliable or unreliable.
e | will be able to structure my paragraphs in a more effective way for all my subjects.
e | can reflect on what | have learned in a better way for other subjects.

1.12.4 Let me do it

1.12 SkillBuilder activity

Think about how your HASS skills are developing.

For more help with this activity, you might:

® Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.

¢ Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.

* Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
Civics and Citizenship
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve.
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.
Economics and Business
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve.
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.
Geography
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve.
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.
History

Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve.
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.
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XX RRE] Review

1.13.1  Key knowledge summary

Questioning and researching

1. Develop focus questions to help you research a topic.
e Step 1: Identify what you already know or believe.
e Step 2: Identify what you need to know to further your understanding.
e Step 3: List what you know and what you need to find out.
e Step 4: Write a hypothesis.
e Step 5: Develop focus questions.
2. Record information from different sources.
e Step 1: Find information from a variety of sources.
e Step 2: Read your sources carefully.
e Step 3: Record your information in notes.
e Step 4: Follow ethical protocols or rules.
Analysing
3. Find information that is right for your specific research task.
e Step 1: Identify what you are learning from the information you have found.
e Step 2: Decide how accurate and reliable the information is.
4. Look for links (similarities or differences) and patterns.
e Step 1: Identify any relationships or trends that you notice.
e Step 2: Identify different viewpoints and perspectives.
e Step 3: Explain how these viewpoints impact on the information you are looking at.
5. Find the right way to show your information.
e Step 1: Present the information you found in your own words.
e Step 2: Create diagrams or visuals to show information, if needed.

Evaluating

6. Form a point of view.
e Step 1: Look for problems or issues related to the topic or your research.
e Step 2: Decide whether your hypothesis was right.
7. Weigh up the costs and benefits of change.
e Step 1: Think of possible solutions to problems, or ideas for change.
e Step 2: Weigh up whether the effects are worth the consequences.

Communicating and reflecting

8. Show information clearly.
e Step 1: Choose the right way to let others know what you have discovered.
e Step 2: Identify the best ways to show data and sources.

9. Use effective paragraph structure and vocabulary.
e Step 1: Create strong paragraphs (using evidence) to explain ideas.
e Step 2: Use terms that are correct and appropriate.

10. Explain how you might use what you have learned in the future.

e Step 1: Look back at your process and what you learned and could do better next time.
e Step 2: Ask yourself questions about how the task could apply in your life.
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1.13.2 Key terms

accurate source the information is correct and factual

analysing examining information and opinions closely to see how they are constructed and looking for
connections between their parts or with other ideas and opinions

bias prejudice or one-sidedness; seeing something from just one point of view

cause and effect the concept that every histortical event will have a cause, and every event or action is likely to
be the cause of subsequent effects or consequences

cite to give the details of

cost-benefit analysis an examination of the strengths and weaknesses of different options in order to see if the
benefits are greater than the costs

demographic characteristics statistics/data about specific people and groups

evaluating looking critically at information, including trends, relationships and points of view, to form conclusions
or make decisions

focus questions questions that break a big topic down into its main parts or key areas

hypothesis an idea or explanation that is used as a starting point for deeper investigation or research

identify to recognise and name

inference to infer, or make an inference, is to come to a reasonable decision about what evidence suggests; to
make an educated guess

plagiarise to copy other people’s work and present it as though it is your own

primary sources objects and documents that were created or written in the period you are investigating
relationship the link connecting two or more people or things

reliable source trustworthy and well backed-up with strong evidence, able to be relied on

secondary sources reconstructions of the past written or created by people living at a time after the period you
are studying

trend the direction in which something is developing, moving or changing

useful source the information helps to answer your research or focus questions

1.13.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Reuvisit the inquiry question:
Why is it important to study HASS, and what skills can | build?

1. Discuss your views on the question with a partner. Has your learning changed your perspective? If so, how?
2. Write a short paragraph summarising your answer to the inquiry question.

learn

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic
Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary
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1.13 Review exercise

Learning pathways

M LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2
2,3,5,8,10 1,4,6,7,12, 14

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1.

E

10.

B LEVEL 3
9,11,13,15

The concept of every historical event having a cause and every event being likely to cause subsequent effects
or consequences is known as correlation / cause and effect / random occurrence.
When you make up / record / ignore information from different sources, you should ensure it is accurate and

reliable.

Bias is the concept of seeing something from multiple points of view. True or false?
A primary source can be an object or document created during the period you are investigating. True or false?

Which of the following describes a reliable source?
A. Biased and one-sided

B. Trustworthy with strong evidence

C. Created after the period being studied

D. An educated guess

What is the first step in developing focus questions?
A. Write a hypothesis.

B. Identify what you already know.

C. Record information from different sources.

D. Create strong paragraphs.

The term ‘demographic characteristics’ refers to:

A. statistics about people and groups.

B. historical events and their causes.

C. prejudice or one-sidedness.

D. an educated guess.

What should you do to avoid plagiarising someone’s work?
A. Write a hypothesis.

B. Give details of your sources.

C. Look critically at information.

D. Use effective paragraph structure.

Which method helps in weighing the costs and benefits of change?
A. Cite details of sources

B. Cost-benefit analysis

C. Give details of sources

D. Record information from different sources

What does ‘analysing’ involve?

A. Examining information and opinions closely.

B. Identifying demographic characteristics.

C. Recording information from different sources.

D. Forming a point of view.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. Explain the significance of using ethical protocols when recording information from different sources.

12. Describe the steps involved in forming a point of view during research.
13.

How can identifying trends help in evaluating historical events?

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

14. Why is it important to choose the right way to present your research findings?
15. How can the skills gained from researching history be useful in other areas of life?

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

48 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



Civics and Citizenship concepts
and skills

LESSON SEQUENCE

2.1 Overview

2.2 Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills

2.3 SkillBuilder: Notetaking and writing questions for research ..
2.4 SkillBuilder: Writing argument paragraphs

2.5 SkillBuilder: Writing a submission

2.6 SkillBuilder: Creating political media ..

2.7 Review




(N
Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

Why is it important to study Civics and
Citizenship, and what skills do | need?

Please read
l ; lll(" |
mstructions
on your
ballot paper.

As a student of Civics and Citizenship, you are
developing the knowledge and skills that you

will need to be an active part of our society

now and in the future. In your study of Civics

and Citizenship, you will cover topics around
Australia’s systems of government and the justice
system. This will help you to understand how
society is run and how Australia’s government
and justice system works.

Engaging with civic life will help to ensure that
you are an active and informed citizen with a
sense of belonging in your community. It may
also be very helpful in your chosen career.

learn

eWorkbooks
Customisable worksheets for this topic

Digital document

Key terms glossary

Video eLesson

Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
= HASS skills:

QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
ANALYSING

EVALUATING
COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING
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Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to:
¢ identify and explain the Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills
e explain why the study of Civics and Citizenship is important.

2.2.1 Introduction

Compared to many places in the world, Western Australia is generally a safe place to live. Reasons
include:

¢ laws enforced by police that apply to the whole community
public roads built and maintained by local councils and state government
e many essential services provided by the government, such as electricity, hospitals and the post
e comparatively low unemployment levels compared with other countries.

Most of these factors depend on having a stable and secure government, and on the people who we elect
to government (parliamentarians) being accountable to the people who elected them (voters).

2.2.2 Concepts in Civics and Citizenship

TABLE 1 The six core concepts that you will learn about in Civics and Citizenship.

(Concopt " lbesorption

Democracy You will learn what democracy is and how it works in
Australia.

Democratic values You will learn the standards or instructions that shape
our democracy.

The Westminster system You will learn where Australia’s system of government
comes from and its structure.

Rights and responsibilities You will learn that democracy involves both rights and
responsibilities.

Justice You will learn how the justice system operates and what
the rule of law is.

Participation You will learn how you as an individual can be involved

in the political and legal systems in Australia.

Democracy

Democracy is a political system in which citizens choose how they are governed. Australia is a democratic
country because we elect (vote for) people to run our local, state and federal (national) governments.

Democratic values

Democratic values are the standards or instructions that shape a democracy. The values that shape our
Australian democracy include having free and fair elections; having consistent rules that governments
and courts have to follow; respecting individuals’ freedom to have their own views, ideas and beliefs; and
equality of race, religion, gender and ethnicity. You will explore these values in more depth as you study
the different parts of our political system.
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The Westminster system

We§tminst§r is the area of L.ondon in which the British HEIGE T Maess a Bl Ll il
parliament is found. Australia’s system of government an area called Westminster, home of the Westminster
is based on the British system, which is known as the system of government.

Westminster system. You will learn about the basic
structure of this system and begin to understand the
benefits and problems with the way this system has
developed over time.

Rights and responsibilities

The study of Civics and Citizenship is not only about
what the government or legal system provides or
protects for us as citizens, such as the right to vote or
the right to practise our religion; with these rights also
come responsibilities. You will study what the system
needs us to do to keep it working well. This includes
responsibilities such as voting and keeping our democratic values.

Justice

The idea of justice is that people are treated fairly and in a
way that is morally right in the eyes of Tche law. That doesn’t the home of the Federal Parliament, Can you
mean that everyone who commits a crime gets the same identify how the design reflects different parts of
punishment; it means that they receive a fair punishment. Australian society?

This is one of the key values in the Australian legal system,
but that does not mean it is always achieved.

FIGURE 2 Parliament House in Canberra is

Participation

The concept of participation is about how you as an
individual can be involved in the political and legal systems
in Australia in the future. This year you will study how citizens
can be involved in the justice process as witnesses or jurors;
and the process for changing the Australian Constitution
through a referendum.

2.2.3 HASS skills

The skills you will develop across all of your HASS subjects
fall into four main groups. While you will work on building
these skills across all of your HASS subjects this year, you
will use these skills in specific ways in Civics and Citizenship
inyear 7.

2.2.4  Questioning and researching

Questioning and researching involves locating relevant and
detailed information and/or data from a range of appropriate
sources. In Civics and Citizenship this year, you will:

e construct questions to frame research

e use a variety of methods to collect relevant information

¢ use ethical protocols in gathering this information

e work out the best recording methods

* identify differences between primary sources (e.g., a cartoon, speech, artefact) and secondary
sources (e.g., reference books, such as a dictionary or encyclopedia).
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SkillBuilder discussion

2.2.5 Analysing

Analysing involves interpreting information to identify the main features or ideas, then examining the
information closely to determine how the parts relate to the whole.

In Civics and Citizenship this year, you will analyse a variety of sources including political advertising,
speeches, media releases, court judgements, cartoons and news reports.

The skills you develop will help you to:
e decide what kinds of information you can rely on to be accurate
e identify if information is current
¢ spot bias in information that is presented as fact
¢ analyse different types of data, such as graphs, tables and charts of election results or opinion

poll results.

2.2.6 Evaluating

This year, you will also learn to draw evidence-based conclusions by evaluating information and/or data.

You will:

e consider information and data from different points of view
e identify if a source might be providing mixed or inaccurate information
e understand an issue in detail and suggest possible ways that problems or challenges could

be resolved.

2.2.7 Communicating and reflecting

The ability to communicate and share your ideas with other people is also an important part of Civics and
Citizenship. This year, you will reflect on findings from your research and build your ability to express your
views clearly.

You will learn how to:

e write and present descriptions and explanations using suitable and appropriate language

e present information to suit a specific audience

e communicate your ideas in different ways; for example, writing essays, delivering oral presentations,
creating tables of data and drawing cartoons.

Communicating and
reflecting

1

. Mind-map some topics

or issues that are in the
news at the moment.

. Choose one issue. How

would you explain this
issue to someone from
another generation who
hadn’t heard of it before?

. How would this be

different from how you
would explain it to your
friends?

FIGURE 3 Different generations have different perspectives, values and
opinions.
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P (TG ET T COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

1. Think of an issue that you care about (e.g., improving public transport, reducing plastic waste, or funding for
schools).

2. What is the issue that you care about? Which level of government is responsible for it? How could you
participate to create change?

3. In small groups, discuss why it is important for young people to participate in civic processes. How do
different methods of participation (e.g., voting, petitions, protests) influence decision-making?

2.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1, 4,10, 11 2,5,7,9,12 3,6,8,13,14,15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is democracy?
A. A system where citizens choose their leaders
B. A system controlled by a monarch
C. A system where only the wealthy vote
D. A system where laws are made by the judiciary
2. Which of the following is a democratic value?
A. Free and fair elections
B. Equal rights for all citizens
C. Freedom of speech
D. All of the above
3. Where is the Westminster system from?
A. Australia
B. United States
C. Britain
D. Canada
4, What are primary sources?
A. Reference books
B. Cartoons, speeches, artefacts
C. Dictionaries
D. Encyclopedias
5. Which of the following is a responsibility of citizens?
A. Practicing religion
B. Voting
C. Running for office
D. All of the above
6. What does justice mean in the Australian legal system?
A. Equal punishment for all crimes
B. Fair treatment under the law
C. Monetary fines
D. No punishment
7. How can citizens participate in the political and legal systems?
A. By voting
B. By being witnesses or jurors
C. By taking part in referendums
D. All of the above
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8. Which of the following is part of communicating and reflecting in Civics and Citizenship?
A. Writing essays
B. Oral presentations
C. Debates
D. All of the above

9. What does evaluating information involve?
A. Drawing evidence-based conclusions
B. Considering different points of view
C. Identifying inaccurate information
D. All of the above

10. Which of the following skills will you develop in Civics and Citizenship?

A. Questioning and researching
B. Analysing
C. Communicating and reflecting
D. All of the above

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. Describe the concept of democracy.
12. What are democratic values?
13. Explain the importance of the Westminster system in Australia.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

14. Outline the role of citizens in maintaining the justice system.
15. Identify one right and one responsibility of citizens in Australian democracy.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

SkillBuilder: Notetaking and writing questions
for research

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to:
e write inquiry questions for research in Civics and Citizenship
e create organised notes.

In Year 7 you will learn how to break a topic into smaller parts that make it easier to locate relevant
information and/or data from a range of appropriate sources. As you break the topic into smaller parts,
you will learn how to formulate inquiry questions and use these as the basis for note-taking.

2.3.1 Tellme

Research means investigating a topic or event and collecting information to help you understand it in
detail. To conduct a thorough investigation, it is important to have guiding questions (inquiry questions).
Simply searching for key terms online can return a lot of information, but not all of it will be relevant.
Inquiry questions help narrow down the information to what is directly relevant to your research.

Additionally, it is essential to use and review information in order for our brain to retain it. This process
helps transfer information from short-term to long-term memory. Taking notes by hand can aid in retaining
information, whether listening to a teacher, watching a documentary, reading a textbook or researching
online.
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The Cornell note-taking method, developed by Professor Walter Pauk at Cornell University, provides a
structured approach to note-taking. This method can be used for both revision and research purposes.
Pauk’s method includes the ‘5 Rs’ of note-taking: record, reduce, recite, reflect and review (see FIGURE 1).

FIGURE 1 The 5 Rs of note-taking

aanaanad

Record | During the lesson, write down the key facts. g

Original content Reduce | Make a summary of the key facts and ideas i
using cue words and short bullet points.

i ’
Note-taking ’

i Recite Without looking at your notes of the text,
write the information in your own words.
\
' '

Your words

Reflect | Develop your own opinions and ideas. Make
links to other topics you have learned. Raise
questions and record original ideas.

Review | Before studying new material, take 10
minutes to review your old notes. Skim over g
the main ideas and details.

2.3.2 Show me

Imagine you have been asked to investigate how the Australian Constitution was written. You need to plan
your investigation and break it down into a series of manageable steps. These steps are summarised in
FIGURE 2.

Once you have formulated your research questions, set up one blank lined page for each question (see
FIGURE 3). If you use more than one source, make sure you clearly identify which information has been
taken from each source.

Divide up your page as shown in FIGURE 3.
e [eave space at the top to record source details.
* Leave about eight lines at the bottom of the page for a brief summary.
e Split the rest of the page using a 30:70 split (as shown,).
e Record the question and key terms in the smaller left-hand column.
e Record notes in point form in the larger right-hand column.
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FIGURE 2 The general process of researching a topic

Identify and understand the general question
you are attempting to answer.

Develop a series of specific questions that
will help guide your research in the appropriate
direction, and help you determine the
information you need.

Create a note-taking page for each question.

Locate appropriate sources of that information.

Record relevant information from a range of sources.
Record the relevant details for each source used
for your bibliography.

Present the information in a relevant form.

FIGURE 3 How to set up your page for the Cornell note-taking method

Class:
Cornell notes Date:
Cue column Note-taking column
-Key words -Key ideas
-Important dates, people, places
-Key questions -Diagrams and pictures
-Formulas

-Repeated (stressed) information

Summary

-Summary of your notes in your own words
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2.3.3 Letmedoit

P (TG E O QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

Practise the skill of using inquiry questions and note-taking for research by selecting one of the following
research topics.

Research topics

® Investigate the 2023 Australian Indigenous Voice referendum.
* How do Australian citizens participate in the justice process?

SkillBuilder: Writing argument paragraphs

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to write an argument in paragraphs.

Year 7 students are expected to be able to communicate to others through an explanation or argument.
Formal communication should always be straightforward and clear, especially when it is written.

241 Tellme

Throughout your life, you will need to present and communicate arguments. At school these can be in
written form, such as an essay. An essay has several key characteristics:

e [t clearly explains the background of an issue.

e |t contains evidence and examples of the issue.

e |t discusses the positives and negatives of an issue.

Paragraphs are a useful tool in presenting arguments. Each paragraph will discuss either a positive or a
negative aspect of an issue in a ‘scholarly’ or academic way.

2.4.2 Show me

Step 1 — Understanding structure

An argument paragraph is a section of an essay that communicates a point of view. It begins with a topic
sentence. The paragraph will then explain the point of view and support it with evidence. Finally, a linking
sentence will draw the reader’s attention back to the key questions being discussed. In this way, an
argument paragraph follows the TEEL structure (see FIGURE 1).

Step 2 — Using the TEEL structure

Read the following news article: ‘Juries need to be told how they’re allowed to use the internet to ensure
fair trials’ (see FIGURE 2).

Your teacher then asks you to write an essay focusing on the following statement:

‘It is important that court cases in Australia are open and transparent to the public; therefore, social media
should be allowed in courts.’

TOPIC 2 Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills 59



FIGURE 1 Using the TEEL structure will help you organise your argument paragraphs.

Topic sentence
describes what the argument paragraph addresses

Explanation
explains your main argument in detail

Evidence
supports your argument with at least one piece of evidence

L Linking sentence
links the paragraph back to the main question

JURIES NEED TO BE TOLD HOW THEY’RE ALLOWED TO USE THE INTERNET TO ENSURE
FAIR TRIALS

Juries are supposed to consider evidence without
influence or bias from the outside world. However,
the widespread access to and use of the internet
and social media threatens to undermine this, with
significant consequences for our criminal justice
system and those within it.

FIGURE 2 What jurors see online could affect their decisions
in the courtroom

Because courts cannot effectively police
smartphone use, they must adapt to it. This week
the Tasmania Law Reform Institute completed its
yearlong inquiry into courts and the information
age, and has recommendations as to how they can
adapt.

The right to a fair and unbiased trial by your peers

An accused person’s right to a fair trial is the most
fundamental principle of our criminal justice system.
It is a phrase that describes a system that affords
an accused person many protections. That system relies on jurors being impartial and returning a verdict that is
based solely on the evidence that is presented within the courtroom.

In the past, this was easy to achieve. Juror communications during trial hours and even after them could be
controlled.
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The shift in the way people access news, information and communications in the modern age has changed
this reality.

Almost every Australian has access to the internet via their smartphone or other devices, social media use is
habitual among much of our population and the internet is a ubiquitous source of information for most people.

Jurors are no different — in fact, they represent the wider Australian community these statistics describe.

While jurors’ smartphones are removed from them during trial, they cannot be removed before or after the trial
period, nor at the beginning or end of the day. As a result jurors may intentionally, or simply by habit, seek out or
communicate information about the trial.

Use and misuse of social media

Between 2018 and 2020, the Tasmania Law Reform Institute conducted an inquiry into juror misuse of the
internet and social media during trials. The institute concluded there is likely to be a high, but unquantifiable
and undetectable, level of misuse.

However, there is evidence across Australian jurisdictions that jurors have used their internet-connected
devices to:
® research legal terms or concepts or other information relevant to the trial. A West Australian juror in a
drug-related trial obtained information online about methamphetamine production
® research the accused, witnesses, victims, lawyers or the judge. Two South Australian jurors sitting in a
blackmail trial against multiple defendants conducted online searches about the accused, which disclosed
past outlaw motorcycle gang affiliations
® communicate with people involved in the trial. Multiple New South Wales jurors on a long-running fraud trial
became Facebook friends, sharing posts such as a digitally altered photo of one of the jurors wearing a
judge’s wig.

Misuse is under-reported. In those few instances where reports are made, fellow jurors, rather than court officers,
tend to be the ones who raise the issue. Indeed, it is an important part of their role.

Educate, inform and encourage self-regulation

The law reform institute ultimately concluded it is impossible for, and beyond the capacity of, courts to
completely police juror internet use. It has thus recommended not reforming the law, but rather strengthening
and standardising juror education and directions. These recommendations are divided across two stages of jury
selection, as part of an overall strategy:
® pre-selection: prospective jurors should receive improved training and information about the role of the juror
and the risks of internet use
® post-selection: once a jury has been selected, judges need to explain to jurors what dangers arise from
using the internet to access and publish on social media, seeking information about the case, parties,
court officers, lawyers and self-conducted research into legal concepts or sentences. The report has
recommended the court adopt minimum standard directions, but also have the flexibility to make specific
directions relevant to any particular trial.

The report recommended certain current practices and laws should remain unchanged, including:
® removing phones from jurors while they are in court (even though the effect is limited, it avoids juror
distraction)
® |eaving contempt (punishment) laws in place for those jurors who intentionally ignore court training and
directions. That might include monetary fines and, in severe cases, imprisonment.

This process is aimed at encouraging self-regulation among jurors, by educating them how to curtail their internet
use and why it’s so important.

Source: The Conversation Media Group Ltd. Jemma Holt and Brendan Gogarty. ‘Juries need to be

told how they’re allowed to use the internet to ensure fair trials’. 22 January 2020. Retrieved from
https://theconversation.com/juries-need-to-be-toldhow-theyre-allowed-to-use-the-internet-to-ensure-fair-trials-
130127 [Online Resources].
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Step 3 — Planning with TEEL

The following paragraph (FIGURE 3) has been written using the TEEL structure. It has been colour coded to
make it easier to see TEEL in action (Topic, Explanation, Evidence, Link).

FIGURE 3 An example of a TEEL paragraph.

What is the argument | am
making in this paragraph?

What is the reason | believe this
argument is true or important?

What evidence can | use to
back up my argument?

How does this link to the main
topic?

Topic sentence:

Explanation:

Evidence:

Rules of court cases have to be followed.

The rules are important for a trial to be fair: the current rules
are to give everyone a fair chance to present their evidence.
Jurors seeing information on social media might change their
view of what they see and hear in court.

Rules: each side presents their case and evidence to jurors,
but when there is extra information, they may not be able
to weigh up the cases fairly (e.g. researching previous
convictions that are not related).

Social media use in courts should be controlled.

A fair trial must follow strict procedures. These procedures are designed to make sure that each
side has an equal opportunity to present its own case and to challenge the evidence introduced
by the other side. Information posted on social media about the case may be seen by jurors,
and therefore influence their decision.

T Neither the judge nor jury should know anything about the case in addition to the evidence
and arguments presented in court.

Jurors must hear only the evidence presented in court by each side. Witnesses can be

asked to give evidence at a criminal trial if they are the victim of the crime, if they have direct
information about the crime or if they are an expert providing specialist opinion. If a juror is
influenced by information about the case on social media or looks for additional

information online, it may not be accurate or related to the specific case, and that makes

the trial unfair. For example, a Western Australian juror in a drug-related trial searched information
online about methylamphetamine production. This meant the juror’s decision may have been

changed by the extra information.

Linking sentence:

For this reason, it is important to have some limitations on the use of social media in courts.
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243 Letmedoit

PR (TG E T COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Use the information and tips in this SkillBuilder to practise writing your own argument paragraphs. Be sure to use
the TEEL structure as it will help you logically organise your thoughts and arguments. This will make sure that you
are communicating clearly.

Here are some essay topics you can use to form the basis of your argument topics.

You will need to do some research before writing your practice paragraphs.

1. Witnesses should be allowed to provide written, instead of oral, testimony.

2. Juries are unqualified to make judgements of law.

3. ‘Presumption of innocence’ protects guilty people more than those wrongly accused.

4. Criminal trials should be held as soon as there is enough evidence to prosecute someone.

SkillBuilder: Writing a submission

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to write a simple submission.

Year 7 students are expected to be able to communicate ideas through a variety of methods, including
structured writing, such as essays. Another application of this skill is in the form of a formal submission to
an organisation or government body.

251 Tellme

A formal submission is a letter or email to an organisation or government body requesting a specific
action or expressing an opinion on an issue. Parliamentary committees often call for public submissions
to investigate community issues or bills. Any Australian citizen or resident can write a formal submission,
often used to request permission from government agencies (such as permission to host a community
event).

Submissions are similar to essays, with clear structure and developed ideas. However, they differ by
asking for specific actions and being more personal (often written in the first person, I...).

Learning to write submissions helps apply written communication skills in real-world scenarios and
enables active participation in a democratic society.

2.5.2 Show me

Your submission may be one of hundreds of letters sent to a government department or parliamentary
committee; therefore, it is important that it is clear and concise (short). Follow the process set out in
FIGURE 1.

Case study: Troublesome intersection

Max lives near an intersection with a new roundabout. He has seen several cars and trucks hit the
roundabout in recent weeks.

The specific issue is traffic safety on the new roundabout and Max wants to participate in solving
this issue.

TOPIC 2 Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills 63



FIGURE 1 How to write a submission

1.1. Research or investigate the issue — identify specific
problems and possible solutions that may
solve those problems.

1.2. Research and identify the people or organisations
that may be able to address the issue — government
departments, parliamentary committees.

1.3. Write your submission — include relevant evidence
to support your position, such as research,
photographs, results of a survey or a signed petition.

1.4. Send your submission.

Step 1 — Problems and solutions

Max wondered why there were so many accidents — was the problem driver behaviour or the roundabout
itself?

He drove through the intersection and walked on the footpath around the roundabout. He noticed it was
not easy to see the roundabout from one direction (driving from the north) and it was not lit at night.

Specific problem — roundabout can’t be seen easily from the north and is not lit at night.

Possible solutions — provide lighting at the roundabout, improve signage and add line markings —
especially from the north.

Step 2 — Who is responsible?

Max wasn’t sure which level of government was responsible for the road, so he first rang the government
department responsible for roads at the state level. The person Max spoke to was able to tell him that the
road was maintained by his local government (council).

Responsible organisation — local council

Step 3 — Write your submission

Max followed the following steps to write a submission to his local council. He included photographs that
he had taken of the roundabout and statistics related to the accidents.

e Clearly address the issue (or terms of reference for a parliamentary committee).

¢ Make sure your points are relevant and highlight your own perspective.

¢ Begin with a short introduction about yourself or the organisation you represent.

¢ Emphasise the key points so that they are clear.
Outline how problems can be addressed.
Include only documents that directly relate to your key points.
Include only information you would be happy to see published on the internet (if writing to a
parliamentary committee).

What if | can’t find a specific person to write to?

In this example, if Max couldn’t find out who in his local government was the most appropriate
person to write to, he could address the submission to ‘whom it may concern’. If you are emailing,
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you can locate a general enquiry email address. You should state the issue in the subject line of
the email.

Here is the submission Max wrote:

Dear Mr Jones,

| write to express concern about the safety of the new roundabout at the intersection of Tom Road
and Jones Street in the suburb of Highwater. | live on Tom Road in Highwater, close to the intersection
of concern. | do acknowledge that roundabouts are generally safer than other forms of controlled
intersection and | congratulate the council for selecting this method of traffic control. However, the
design of the roundabout, and lack of visual markers for traffic approaching the intersection from the
north on Jones Street, are concerning. Although the roundabout is new, there are already
considerable tyre and scrape marks from vehicles going over the island kerbing, suggesting that many
drivers have not seen the roundabout until it was too late to stop.

Specific problems with the roundabout are as follows:
1. The roundabout is around a bend, so drivers don’t see it until they are at the roundabout.
2. There is no street lighting.
3. There is only one sign from the north on Jones Street.

| believe that the roundabout could be made much safer with the following suggestions:
1. Implement additional street signs warning of the roundabout on all roads, but especially on Jones
Street to the north of the intersection.
2. Ensure the street lighting on Tom Road is extended so that the roundabout at Jones Street is lit
at night.
3. Add reflective markers on the road kerbing.

| have included photographs of the roundabout and the approach from the north on Jones Street as
evidence of these issues. | look forward to hearing from you regarding this matter.

Kind regards,

Max Safety

Step 4 — Send your submission

Members of parliament and local councils generally have websites and social media accounts that
provide contact details. These details usually include email and postal addresses.

253 Letmedoit

PARI GG MGV COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Practise the skill of writing a formal submission by selecting one of the following examples and working through
the steps. If it is an issue that genuinely concerns you, then you may choose to send the submission to the
relevant organisation.

Examples follow for different levels of issue.

That your school:
® establishes an eSports competition
* modifies the school uniform
* implements a free breakfast program for students
® has the library open after hours for students.
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That your local government:
® builds a skate park in public open space
® has regular street sweeping, especially in bike lanes
® provides bins for ‘green waste’ as well as general rubbish.

SkillBuilder: Creating political media

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to create a cartoon, meme or advertisement to express a point of view about a
political issue.

At a Year 7 level, students should be able to represent information and use appropriate formats to suit
a particular audience and purpose. This involves an understanding of the audience, and modifying the
presentation of information to suit that audience.

2.6.1 Tellme

Political media can take many forms:
e Political cartoons use pictures, words and humour to represent ideas about a person or issue from a
point of view.
e Political parties use advertisements to highlight the positive aspects of one party, or the negative
aspects of another.
e Political memes are like cartoons — they use humour to highlight an aspect of a person or issue,
using a reference that the intended audience understands.

Political media often present information about a person or issue from a particular point of view. This is
done deliberately to highlight an issue, provide support for people or criticise a decision or action.

Part of identifying and using bias relates to objective and subjective information.
¢ Objective information is data or events that are presented without emotive words or opinion. For
example, describing a car accident as a ‘traffic collision’ is objective.
e Subjective information is information that is presented with opinion or bias. For example, describing
the same car accident as ‘a horror smash’ is subjective. This is because ‘horror smash’ is a very
emotive phrase that has been used to get a strong reaction from the reader.

2.6.2 Show me

Step 1

Creating political media can be tricky — it requires understanding of the person or issues and the
intended audience, as well as creativity. Generally, only one viewpoint is presented, rather than a broad
discussion of all points of view.

When creating political media cartoons, start by understanding the issues and people involved. If you
want to create a meme, you need to make sure that the intended audience is familiar with the reference
image, or that it speaks for itself.
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Step 2

Work out the perspective or angle you want to present. Is the issue something that you want to celebrate
or criticise? Do you want to make the reader angry or sad, or adopt a particular viewpoint?

You will need to choose the visual and written content carefully to convey your message.

Make sure you also understand the alternative perspective; you may find after research that you want to

change your approach or point of view.

CASE STUDY
COVIDSafe

There are many examples of political cartoons,
advertisements and memes. This case study
shows how an issue can become the focus of a
political cartoon.

In early 2020, Australia faced the COVID-19
pandemic. Identifying potential infections was
called contact tracing and initially involved
numerous phone calls to track an infected
person’s significant contact in the previous
14 days. Countries such as Singapore
developed applications to streamline the
process and allow faster identity of contacts.

In April 2020, the Australian government
launched COVIDSafe, an application for contact
tracing. Concerns about data safety were raised
due to existing data retention laws requiring
phone and internet companies to keep user
data for two years. The government reassured
the public that only contact tracers could
access the data from the application, which
would be deleted soon after.

Cartoonist David Pope created a cartoon
highlighting public concerns about the
Department of Home Affairs misusing
information gathered from the COVIDSafe app
(FIGURE 2). This cartoon emphasises people’s
caution in providing the government with more
personal data.

The cartoon shows a likeness of the

then Minister for Home Affairs Peter Dutton,
who has been drawn as the coronavirus. The
Chief Medical Officer of Australia, Brendan
Murphy, is shown with the measuring tape,
talking to then Prime Minister Scott Morrison.
The measuring tape and the text in the speech
bubble are a play on the concept of social

FIGURE 1 A screenshot of the COVIDSafe application. You can see
that there is information to explain to the user what the application
is for and how it works. This aims to reassure users that the
application is safe.

»
AR
.
What COVIDSafe is for

The COVIDSafe app helps find close contacts of COVID-19 cases. The app helps state and
territory health officials to quickly contact people who may have been exposed to COVID-19.

The COVIDSafe app speeds up the current manual process of finding people who have been in
close contact with someone with COVID-19. This means you'll be contacted more quickly if you
are at risk. This reduces the chances of you passing on the virus to your family, friends and
other people in the community,

State and territory health officials can only access app information if someone tests positive
and agrees to the information in their phone being uploaded. The health officials can only use
the app information to help alert those who may need to quarantine or get tested.

The COVIDSafe app is the only contact trace app approved by the Australian Government.

How COVIDSafe works

When you download the app you provide your name, mobile number, and postcode and select
your age range (see Privacy). You will receive a confirmation text message to complete
installation. The system then creates a unique encrypted reference code just for you.

COVIDSafe recognises other devices with the COVIDSafe app installed and Bluetooth®
enabled. When the app recognises another user, it notes the date, time, distance and duration
of the contact and the other user’s reference code. The COVIDSafe app does not collect your
location.

To be effective, you should have the COVIDSafe app running as you go about your daily
business and come into contact with people. Users will receive daily notifications to ensure the
COVIDSafe app is running.

The information is encrypted and that encrypted identifier is stored securely on your phone.
Not even you can access it. The contact information stored in people’s mobiles is deleted on a
21-day rolling cycle. This period takes into account the COVID-19 incubation period and the
time it takes to get tested. For more, see Privacy.

distancing. You should note that the depictions of
the three people are a recognisable likeness of each person.
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FIGURE 2 Cartoonist David Pope’s take on COVIDSafe privacy issues

..YoUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE %

WILL BE REASSURING THE
PUBLIC. THERE (S SUFFICIENT

PHYSICAL DISTANCING..

PUBLIC HEALTH
CONTACT
TRACING
APP

Step 3

Draw drafts of your advertisement, cartoon or meme. (Political cartoonists and advertising companies
create many amazing drafts that never get published!) When you have finished a draft, test it on friends
or family members (or someone from the audience you want to appreciate your work) to see if they can
identify:

e the issue

e the people or situation

e the main message.

The purpose of creating this media is to get your point across, so keep on drafting until your test audience
understands. Then, create the final version.

2.6.3 Letmedoit

ARG E TR COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Create a political advertisement, cartoon or meme about an issue that is current in state or federal politics. This
means that you need to start by watching or reading the news to be aware of current issues. You should note the
language and bias that are used to make the audience feel a certain way about the issue.
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P& Review

2.7.1  Key knowledge summary
Use this dot-point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

2.2 Civics and Citizenship concepts and skills

e Democracy is a political system in which citizens choose the way they are governed.
e Democratic values are the standards or instructions that shape a democracy.
e Australia’s system of government is based on the British system, which is known as the Westminster
system.
e The study of Civics and Citizenship is about what the government or legal system provides or
protects for us as citizens (rights) and the responsibilities that come with these rights.
e The idea of justice is that people are treated fairly and in a way that is morally right in the eyes of the
law.
e Participation in the political and legal system is how individuals can help make decisions and create
change in society.
e The skills you will develop across all your HASS subjects fall into four main groups:
« Questioning and researching involves locating relevant and detailed information and/or data from a
range of appropriate sources.
« Analysing involves interpreting information to identify the main features or ideas, then examining
the information closely to determine how the parts relate to the whole.
 You will learn to draw evidence-based conclusions by evaluating information and/or data.
« The ability to communicate and share your ideas with other people is also an important part of
Civics and Citizenship.

2.7.2 Keyterms

emotive words words that create a strong emotional reaction

objective information where data or events are presented without emotive words or opinion

political media news, articles and other content that provide information or opinions about politics, government
and public issues

subjective information where information is presented based on opinion or bias

values individual beliefs that help to guide our actions

2.7.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revist the Inquiry question posed in the Overview.
Why is it important important to study Civics and Citizenship, and what skills do | need?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the questions? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so,how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to one of the inquiry questions, outlining your views.

learn

eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic
Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary
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2.7 Review exercise

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 M LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1,2,3, 11,12 4,5,7,8,10, 14 6,9, 13, 15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Which political system allows citizens to choose their government?
A. Monarchy
B. Democracy
C. Dictatorship
D. Oligarchy
2. What is the basis for Australia’s system of government?
A. American Constitution
B. Westminster system
C. French Republic
D. Ancient Greek democracy
3. Which term refers to standards that shape a democracy?
A. Legal codes
B. Democratic values
C. Constitutional laws
D. Social norms
4. What does the study of Civics and Citizenship encompass?
A. Only legal rights
B. Rights and responsibilities
C. Only responsibilities
D. Economic policies
5. What does the concept of justice emphasise?
A. Economic equality
B. Moral fairness
C. Social status
D. Political power
6. Which skill involves interpreting information and examining how parts relate to the whole?
A. Questioning
B. Researching
C. Analysing
D. Communicating
7. Which skill involves locating relevant information from various sources?
A. Analysing
B. Communicating
C. Questioning and researching
D. Drawing conclusions
8. Which method helps individuals make decisions and create change in society?
A. Participation
B. Observation
C. Isolation
D. Reflection
9. What is the role of communication in Civics and Citizenship skills?
A. To isolate ideas
B. To share ideas
C. To restrict discussions
D. To limit interactions
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10. What is one of the main groups of skills developed in HASS subjects?

A. Financial management

B. Questioning and researching
C. Physical fitness

D. Technological innovation

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11.
12.
13.
14.

Explain the significance of democratic values in a political system.

Describe the impact of the Westminster system on Australia’s government.

What are the primary components of studying Civics and Citizenship?

What skills are important for analysing information in Civics and Citizenship studies?

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

15.

Explain how participation in the political system benefits society.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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TX)ER] Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

How does the Australian Constitution
shape the way our country is governed,
and why might we want to change it?

Imagine playing a sport without rules. Just like
sports have rules, Australia is governed by a set
of rules known as the Australian Constitution.
These rules outline the powers and limitations of
those in governance.

learn

Pre-test

Online pre-test

eWorkbook

Customisable worksheets for this topic
Digital document

Key terms glossary

Video eLesson
The Australian Constitution
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
HASS skills:

| ® QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
® ANALYSING
e EVALUATING
® COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

b
A

=
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Why we have a constitution and how it can be

changed

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain why and how the Australian Constitution was created
¢ describe the process for constitutional change.

Tune in

The Constitution is a rulebook for how the nation is '
governed. Because the Australian Parliament gains its FIGURE 1 The Commonwealth of Australia Act 1900
authority from the Constitution, it cannot be changed by established the law-making powers of the Australian
the Parliament alone. and state parliaments.

1. Where do you think the Constitution came from and
why? Discuss why we need a ‘rulebook for the nation’.

2. What influence did it have on the idea of Australia as a
unified nation?

3. What Australian laws are you aware of?

Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act.

AN ACT
Constitute the C Ith of Australi

//z/ /s 10 Wty 01

Source: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Commonwealth
of Australia Constitution Act, 1900: Original Public Record
Copy, 1900, Official Gifts Collection, Parliament House
Art Collection, Department of Parliamentary Services,
Canberra, ACT.

3.2.1 The creation of our Constitution

After the 1850s gold rush, the colonies’ populations grew quickly. By 1890, there were about 3 million
people, and most were born in Australia. People started to feel more loyal to their colony than their
parents’ home countries.
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FIGURE 2 Leaders from the colonies met several times to
write a constitution for Australia’s planned federation.

FEDERAL i  CONVENTION.

“ e e

In the 1890s, many people wanted the six Australian colonies to join and become one country. This new
country would need a national government, but the colonies (which would become states) would still have
their own parliaments.

In the 1890s, colony representatives met to write a constitution. These men, called the ‘founding fathers’,
decided how power would be shared between the states and a central government. Women were not
allowed to take part in this process.

When states join and share some powers with a central government, it’s called a ‘federation’. The
Australian Constitution was created to identify which powers the states would keep, and which powers
the central government would have. For example, before Federation, each colony had its own money and
army. After Federation, it made sense to have one national currency and one defence force for the whole

country.
 SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 3 Opening of First Federal Parliament by HRH the Duke of Cornwall & York, by
Analysing Charles Nuttall, 1901

1. Who opened the first
federal parliament in
1901?

2. What role did Charles
Nuttall play in the opening
ceremony?

3. Why was the opening of
the first federal parliament
significant in Australian
history?

By 1898, the main ideas of the new Constitution were agreed upon. Each of the colonies held a
referendum to allow their citizens to vote on whether they wished to join this new federated Australia.
By 1900, most people in all six colonies had voted ‘yes’, and the British Parliament approved the new
Constitution.
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The Commonwealth of Australia was created on 1 January 1901. In March, the first national elections were
held. The new parliament opened in Melbourne’s Exhibition Building on 9 May 1901. Federal parliament
met in Victoria’s Parliament House until 1927, when it moved to the new capital, Canberra.

3.2.2 Why have a constitution?

Not all countries have a written constitution like Australia’s. The United States of America does, but
countries such as Canada and New Zealand do not. They follow rules from different pieces of legislation.
Australia, Canada and New Zealand all have the British monarch as their head of state and similar
government systems.

Advantages of having a constitution

1. A constitution is a set of rules for the government. In Australia, laws must be made by parliament, not
just one person.

2. A written constitution can list rights for everyone. For example, the Australian Constitution guarantees
freedom of religion.

3. In Australia, the Constitution separates the powers of federal and state parliaments.

Disadvantages of having a constitution

1. A written constitution can be hard to alter. Australia has changed a lot since the Constitution was
written over 100 years ago. The founders had no idea what the modern day was going to be like, and
how to prepare for that.

2. A written document can be hard to understand. Some words have different meanings, which can
cause confusion and arguments.

3. Enforcing a constitution depends on the willingness of everyone to obey it. Sometimes, dictators
ignore it and take control by force, like Hitler did in 1933, which ultimately led to World War II.

How the Constitution protects our freedoms

The Constitution helps protect freedoms by setting up democratic institutions, dividing government
powers, creating independent courts and protecting some rights directly.

3.2.3 The process for changing the Constitution

When creating our Constitution, the founders ensured it couldn’t be easily altered by politicians seeking
more power. They also wanted to prevent the larger states from dominating the smaller ones, making it
deliberately difficult to change.

To amend the Constitution as outlined in Section 128, the following steps must be taken:
¢ A proposed amendment must be approved by a majority in both houses of Parliament.
e Within six months, the proposal is submitted to a referendum for all registered voters.
e Voters express their support or opposition by writing ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.
More than 50 per cent of all voters in Australia must vote ‘Yes’.
At least four of the six states must also have a majority voting ‘Yes’.
If these conditions are met, the amendment is presented to the Governor-General for final approval.

FIGURE 4 Steps to change the Constitution

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3: Step 4: Step 5: Step 6:
Approval by Submission Voters must More than At least four Final approval
both houses toa vote ‘yes’ or 50 per cent of the six by the

of referendum ‘no’ of all voters states must Governor

Parliament within 6 in Australia have a majority General
months must vote voting ‘yes’
‘ves’
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SkillBuilder discussion

Communicating and reflecting
1. Do you think that Australia should become a republic?

FIGURE 5 A ballot paper from the
referendum held in 1999

2. Would you have written ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in the 1999 referendum? i,‘;&—

Commonwealth of Australia

The double majority BALLOT PAPER

As you can see from the steps in changing the Constitution, it is not Referendum on

enough for a majority of all voters in Australia to approve a change to proposed Constitution alteration

the Constitution. A majority in favour in at least four of the six states is e

also needed. Write YES or NO

This requirement is referred to as the ‘double majority’, ensuring that in the space provided

larger states do not dominate smaller ones. New South Wales and opposite the question

Victoria, with over 15 million inhabitants, constitute more than set out below

45 per cent of Australia’s population of more than 27 million and A PROPOSED LAW: To alter

elect 86 of the 150 members of the House of Representatives.

3.2.4 Where do proposals for change
come from?

Proposals to change the Constitution can come from state Parliament.
governments, federal government inquiries, community pressure or DO YOU APPROVE THIS |:]
special constitutional conventions. Usually, strong popular support is FEEEORER A-IVRAHONE
p . Y, g pop pp WRITE"YES"
OR “NO™

needed for any proposal to succeed.

Examples of constitutional change

* 1951 — Banning the Communist Party: The
government wanted to ban the Communist Party
but failed to gain enough support. Australians were
unwilling to change the Constitution without strong
community support.

e 1967 — Recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples: This successful referendum allowed
the federal government to make laws for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. It removed discriminatory
sections of the Constitution.

e 1999 — Becoming a republic: A referendum proposed
making Australia a republic with a president, but it did
not gain enough support. Many people still believe
Australia should become a republic.

e 2023 — Voice to Parliament: A referendum proposed
an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to
parliament, giving constitutional recognition to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. It did not
gain enough support.

the Constitution to establish the
Commonwealth of Australia as
a republic with the Queen and
Governor-General being replaced
by a President appointed by
a two-thirds majority of the
members of the Commonwealth

Australan Electoral Commission MC*

Helping you have your say.

FIGURE 6 The Communist Party was considered a
threat to Australia’s security.
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FIGURE 7 In 1998, a special constitutional convention was held in the old Parliament House in Canberra to consider the
issue of Australia becoming a republic.

SkillBuilder discussion

Questioning and researching

1. Look at FIGURE 7. Why do you think changes to the Constitution need a double majority?

2. How might Australia’s political system and daily life change if it became a republic instead of remaining a
constitutional monarchy?

3. Why might people have different opinions about whether Australia should become a republic or stay as a
constitutional monarchy? Suggest some reasons.

A NG E T8 COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

1. Australia’s Constitution was written in the 1890s. Some people believe that many parts of it are now out of
date, but that it is too hard to change.
a. Do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
b. Explain one reason for your agreement or disagreement.

2. Most proposals for constitutional change come from the parliament, such as the constitutional convention
shown in FIGURE 7.
a. Should it be possible for the general public to initiate constitutional change, perhaps through a petition to

parliament?

b. Explain why you think this would be a good idea or a bad idea.
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3.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,2, 4 3,6,7,8 5,9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. List the following stages for constitutional change in the correct order:
® The proposed change is put to the people to vote in a referendum.
® The proposal goes to the Governor-General for approval.
® The proposed change must achieve a double majority for the referendum to be successful.
* A proposed change to the Constitution must be approved by a majority of members of both houses of the
federal parliament.
* \oters write the word ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ in a box on the voting paper to signify their support or opposition to the
proposed change.
2. Which two of the following are advantages of having a written constitution?
A. There are clear distinctions between the powers of the federal parliament and the powers of the state
parliaments.
B. A written constitution can be difficult to change as society progresses.
C. Some words have a number of meanings, which can be ambiguous.
D. The Constitution guarantees certain rights, such as freedom of religion.
3. ldentify two possible sources of proposals for changing the Constitution.
For a double majority to be achieved, a majority in favour in all six states is also needed. True or false?
5. State why the founding fathers felt it was necessary to include the double majority as a requirement for
constitutional change.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. If a referendum to change the Constitution was approved by the majority of voters in Western Australia,
Victoria and Queensland, as well as the two territories, explain why the proposed constitutional change
would not be achieved.

7. Explain, giving one example, why it is hard for a constitutional referendum to be successful in Australia.

8. Suggest which freedoms or groups in Australia could possibly be threatened if a dictator seized power.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

9. Imagine that there has been a proposal to hold a referendum to change Section 128 of the Constitution so
that the double majority is no longer required for constitutional change.
a. Outline one argument in favour of making such a change and one argument against the change.
b. Do you believe that this proposal would be successful at a referendum? Justify your answer.
10. After reading about the advantages and disadvantages of having a written constitution, do you believe it is a
positive or a negative feature of our system of government? Justify your opinion in writing and compare it
with the opinions of your classmates.

>~

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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IHER] Australia’s parliamentary system

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain how the different parts of Australia’s parliament interact
¢ understand how federal parliament makes decisions for Australia.

Tune in

Australia is a constitutional monarchy, with King Charles Ill as head of state.

FIGURE 1 King Charles llI

1. What is your opinion on the British monarch also serving as Australia’s head of state?

2. In 1975, the Queen’s representative (the Governor General) fired Australia’s elected government. Should the Governor
General, an unelected official appointed by the monarch, be allowed to do that?

3. In America, the president isn’t in parliament, but the Australian prime minister is. Is this good or bad?

3.3.1 The three parts of parliament

The Australian Parliament has three main parts that work together, like cogs in a machine, all turning to
pass laws and keep Australia functioning. They are:

e The House of Representatives (lower house)

e The Senate (upper house)

e The King’s representative (Governor-General)

All three parts must work cooperatively to make laws and government effectively. Our Commonwealth
Parliament is bicameral. Its main job is to make laws in areas set by the Constitution. Section 51 of
the Constitution is the part of the Constitution that outlines the specific role and power of the federal
government.

3.3.2 Working together — the House of Representatives

As the lower house in the federal parliament, the House of Representatives has the following features:

e Parliament has 150 members elected for roughly three years. Each member represents an area called
an electorate, with about 110 000 voters. Bigger states like New South Wales have more members,
while smaller states like Western Australia have fewer members.

e The Speaker leads the House of Representatives. They are elected by members and keep order
during debates, making sure everyone follows the rules called ‘standing orders’.

e Most laws start in the House of Representatives, where the government sits.

e Laws need a majority vote to pass.
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SkillBuilder discussion

Questioning and

researching

1. What functions take
place in the House of
Representatives?

2. How is the seating
arranged in the House of
Representatives?

FIGURE 2 The House of Representatives chamber in Parliament House
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3.3.3 Working together — the Senate

The Senate is the upper house of the federal parliament.

It acts as a review house, meaning it checks laws passed by the House of Representatives. While the
Senate does have the power to create laws, almost always laws come from the House of Representatives.
e Senators must vote on new ideas before they become law. They can reject or change any law they

think isn’t right.

e Since 1981, governments have rarely had a majority in the Senate. This means the Senate often tries

to improve laws.

e The Senate has 76 members. Each state elects 12 senators, and the Northern Territory and ACT each
elect two. This gives each state equal power. Senators serve for six years, with half elected every
three years. Senators from the Territories serve only three-year terms.

e The Senate President leads meetings, like the Speaker does in the House.

SkillBuilder discussion

Analysing

1. How does the Senate
differ from the House of
Representatives?

2. What role does the
Senate play in Australia’s
legislative process?

3. How are senators seated
and organised within the
Senate?

FIGURE 3 The Senate chamber in Parliament House
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3.3.4 Working together: The Governor-General

The third part of Parliament is the British monarch, represented in Australia by the Governor-General. The
Governor-General gives royal assent to new laws passed by Parliament. They can also ask for changes
before the law is made official. Royal assent means that the Governor General (on behalf of the King),
approves the law.

The Governor-General has special powers called ‘reserve powers’. They can call a new parliament, open
it or end it before an election. They almost always follow the advice of the government.

In 1975, the Governor-General used these powers to dismiss the government. This meant an election
needed to be called. It remains a hotly debated topic in the history of Australia’s democracy.

3.3.5 Working together: Executive government

The Governor-General holds the executive power for Australia on behalf of the King. They lead a group
called the Executive Council that gives advice. However, the Prime Minister and Cabinet have the real
executive power, making key decisions that the Executive Council formally approve.

Much of executive government is based on ‘conventions’ that existed in the Westminster system before
Australian federation, but were not specifically included in the Constitution. These include:
e the role of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
¢ the Governor-General acting on advice from ministers
¢ the Prime Minister and Cabinet leading the majority party in the House of Representatives, deciding
on laws and government spending through the annual budget.

EREIICITGE MOV QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING, COMMUNICATING

AND REFLECTING

1. Research the parliamentary system of the United States of America or the United Kingdom.
2. Present your findings in a diagram like FIGURE 4. Include names of current leaders and the house.

FIGURE 4 Australian parliamentary system

Australian Parliament

v y

Upper house

Lower house

The House of The Senate: Governor-General,
Representatives: e Debates and amends Prime Minister and Cabinet:
e Passes bills bills * PM and Cabinet sit in
¢ Controls government e Scrutinises government lower house
expenditure expenditure e Creates and executes
laws

e Signs bills into law
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3.3 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,3,4 2,5,6,7 8

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Are the following statements true or false?
a. A bicameral parliament has three houses to make laws in those areas defined by the Constitution.
b. The Governor-General gives the royal assent to legislation that has been passed by both houses of
parliament.
2. ldentify what is royal assent.
3. In federal parliament, what is the name of the lower house?
A. The Senate
B. The House of Representatives
C. The Legislative Assembly
D. The Legislative Council
4. Outline the two main functions of the Senate.

APPLY AND ANALYSE

5. Describe how House members and Senators are elected differently.

6. How does the role of the Governor-General compare to the roles of the Prime Minister and Cabinet in
Australia?

7. Identify and explain two rules for the Commonwealth government not in the Constitution.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

8. The Senate was made to give smaller states equal power. Since most senators are from political parties, does
it still do this? Discuss why or why not.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

TOPIC 3 The Australian Constitution 85



ILE¥Y The separation of powers

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain why Australia has different parts of government
¢ analyse how powers are divided between these parts.

Tune in

FIGURE 1 Our parliamentary system comes from Westminster, a part of London where
the British Parliament meets.

1. How is the Prime Minister chosen in Australia’s Westminster system?
2. What role does the Governor-General have in Australia’s Westminster system?
3. How does responsible government work within Australia’s Westminster system?

3.4.1  The three branches of government

The British colonised Australia, so the new Australian government followed the British system, called
‘Westminster’. The Westminster system is old and has rules to keep things fair. One rule is the ‘separation
of powers’. This means the government has three parts: making laws, carrying out laws and interpreting
laws. Each part has its own tasks and doesn’t interfere with the others.

The separation of powers is written into the Australian Constitution. The Australian Constitution outlines
three arms of government:

1. legislative

2. executive

3. judicial.

Legislative power — Making laws

The parliament is the part of government that makes and changes or repeals existing laws. It has
two parts: the House of Representatives and the Senate. It also includes the Governor-General, who
represents the King.

A new law starts as a Bill. It must be discussed and voted on by both houses, then approved by the
Governor-General. Once this happens, it becomes a law called an ‘Act’.
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Executive power — Carrying out laws

The executive part of government makes sure laws are carried out. The Governor-General has this power
but ministers usually do the work. Each minister looks after different areas:

¢ The defence minister manages the army.

e The immigration minister is responsible for people coming to Australia.

e The environment minister takes care of nature protection.

Public servants help with these tasks, too.

Judicial power — Interpreting laws

The judicial arm includes the judiciary and courts, which enforce laws and solve disputes. The courts
make sure the law is fair and protect our rights. The High Court of Australia checks that both the
legislative and executive arms follow the Constitution. Once a judge is appointed, they can’t be easily
removed, so they can make fair decisions.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 2 The High Court of Australia has the power to interpret and

Evaluating enforce t?e Qonstltlon.

‘The separation of powers

protects us from the abuse of

power.’

1. List arguments to support
the statement.

2. List arguments to oppose
the statement.

3. Which do you support?

3.4.2 Why do we have the separation of powers?

Separation of powers keeps the government balanced. Here’s how it works:

* Members of parliament make laws but must face elections regularly. Only the people of Australia can
remove MPs through voting, instead of a Governor General or King.

¢ An independent court checks if parliament and the executive follow the Constitution. The High Court
can cancel laws that break the Constitution.

e Government ministers need a majority of both houses to agree before new laws can be made. If not,
the law won’t pass.

e Government ministers are members of parliament. They must answer questions about their actions.

3.4 SkillBuilder activity ga"ALIZNI[¢

Use the internet to find who does these roles in our government. Then, construct a table showing if each role is
legislative, executive or judicial.

a. The minister for defence

b. Your local member of the House of Representatives

¢. The Chief Justice of the High Court

d. The minister for education in your state
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3.4 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
2,4,5,7 1,3,6,8 9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

Identify the three arms of government and give an example of a member from each.

2. Determine whether the following statements are true or false.

a. The Constitution supports the idea of a division of powers between the state parliaments and the federal
parliament.
b. The Governor-General has the power to change or repeal existing laws.

3. Select the correct options to complete the sentence. The separation of powers is a safeguard designed to
allow / encourage / prevent one particular group to hold / from holding all of the members / power /
seats.

4. For each of the following, state whether the role is legislative, executive or judicial.

a. Members of parliament
b. Government minister
c. High Court judge

d. The Cabinet

5. Select the correct options to complete the sentence. The separation of powers is a safeguard designed to
allow / encourage / prevent one particular group to hold / from holding all of the members / power /
seats.

APPLY AND ANALYSE

6. How does the separation of powers contribute to the balance of government in Australia? Explain with
examples.

7. Describe the three arms of government according to the Constitution, and give an example of their main
functions.

8. Describe the ways in which the executive arm is not separate from the legislative arm of government.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

g}
10.

Explain why it is significant that the High Court has the power to interpret the Australian Constitution.
Do you think separating powers helps protect our rights and freedoms? Justify your answer.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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TRE] Inquiry: An Australian republic?

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to discuss arguments for and against the campaign for Australia to become a
republic.

Background

Despite the loss of the referendum in 1999, many people still believe that Australia should eventually
become a republic. On the other hand, media coverage of royal marriages, the births of royal babies and
royal visits to Australia has revived interest in the monarchy. Both sides of the debate believe passionately
in their position, but many Australians do not understand the issue, or the arguments proposed by each
side.

FIGURE 3 Australian Republic Movement members campaigning for an Australian head of state

5 4’” ,-"l‘w‘! ’
N B

Discuss the following:
* What does ‘head of state’ mean?

Before you begin
Check the Inquiry rubric in the digital documents to help you with this task and self-assess at the end.
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Inquiry steps
Step 1: Questioning and researching
Investigate these questions.
e What is a head of state?
e Australia is a constitutional monarchy. What does this term mean? What are the features of a
constitutional monarchy?
e What is a republic? What is the difference between a constitutional monarchy and a republic?

Step 2: Analysing
Analyse your research to consider what changes are needed to the Australian Constitution for Australia to
become a republic.
Step 3: Evaluating

e What are the arguments usually put forward in favour of Australia becoming a republic? Select the
five arguments that you think are the strongest, and explain each.

e What are the arguments usually put forward against Australia becoming a republic? Select the five
arguments that you think are the strongest, and explain each.

Step 4: Communicating and reflecting

Produce a presentation that explains the issue of whether Australia should become a republic. Include:
¢ what has to happen for this to occur
¢ the arguments proposed by each side.

You do not have to form an opinion yourself, but you should present enough information to help others
form their own opinion on the issue.

Select a format to present your point of view. For example, this could be a short video, a mock TV
interview or a PowerPoint presentation.
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KX Review

3.6.1 Key knowledge summary

3.2 Why we have a constitution and how it can be changed

e The Constitution outlines the powers of our government and what they can and cannot do.

e A constitution was needed because Australia already had six self-governing colonies. It was
important to make clear how power would be shared between the new national parliament and the
six existing parliaments.

e Changing the Constitution is difficult. Of the 45 attempts to change it, only 8 have been successful.

e The Constitution can only be changed through a referendum where a double majority votes in favour
of the change.

3.3 Australia’s parliamentary system

e Parliament has three parts: House of Representatives, Senate and Governor-General.
e The House of Representatives is where government is formed.

e The Senate reviews laws and represents state interests.

e The Governor-General gives final approval to laws.

3.4 The separation of powers

e Under our Constitution, we have a separation of powers.

e Power is separated between the legislative branch, which makes laws; the executive branch, which
enforces the laws; and the judicial branch, which interprets laws and resolves disputes under those
laws.

3.5 Inquiry: An Australian republic?
e Changing the Constitution is difficult as there are different views on issues.

3.6.2 Key terms

bicameral a parliament with two houses

Cabinet the top-level decision-making group within the Australian Government made up of most or all ministers
constitution a set of rules that determines the structure of government and its law-making powers

judiciary a collective name given to the judges who preside over law courts

legislation a term used to describe laws passed by parliament

referendum a process of allowing the people to vote on an important issue

repeal removing a law so that it no longer applies

rights the freedoms and protections guaranteed to all citizens in a democracy, including the right to vote,
participate in government decisions, express opinions and be treated equally under the law

royal assent the formal approval by the monarch’s representative, and the final step necessary before a law
comes into force

Westminster system the parliamentary system of Great Britain, which has been copied and adapted by many
other countries including Australia; called that because the British Parliament meets in a building called the
Palace of Westminster
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3.6.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

How does the Australian Constitution shape the way our country is governed, and why might we want to
change it?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.

learn
Post-test Online post-test
eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic

Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary

3.6 Review exercise

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2 B LEVEL 3
1,2,3,68 4,5,7,12,13 10, 11, 14, 15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Why did the idea of a federated Australia became popular during the 1880s and 1890s?
A. Gold had been discovered in the 1850s.
B. More than half the population had been born in Australia.
C. The colonies were too small to govern themselves.
D. The colonies wanted to hand over their residual powers.
2. When states join and give some power to a central government, what is this called?
A. Federation
B. Constitution
C. Referendum
D. Legislation
3. Which section of the Constitution outlines the specific role and power of the federal government?
A. 42
B. 67
C.19
D. 51
4. Australia’s parliamentary system is based on the Westminster system from which country?
A. Japan
B. Spain
C. Britain
D. America
5. Which of the following is not a disadvantage of having a constitution?
A. A constitution protects the rights and freedoms of citizens.
B. A constitution can be difficult to alter.
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10.

C. A constitution can be open to interpretation.

D. A constitution relies on citizens to follow its principles.

What is the separation of the government’s responsibilities into legislative, executive and judicial arms
known as?

A. The separation of responsibilities

B. The division of responsibilities

C. The separation of powers

D. The division of powers

What was the purpose of the 1967 referendum relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples?
Select all options that apply.

A. Create Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ land rights

B. Include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the census

C. Give Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples the right to vote

D. Remove discrimination against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

What did the 1999 republic referendum ask voters to consider?

A. Introducing an Australian president nominated by a vote of two-thirds of the members of parliament
B. Introducing an Australian president elected by popular vote of the people

C. Replacing the Queen with the Governor-General

D. Appointing the Governor-General with a vote of two-thirds of the members of parliament

The Australian Constitution outlines three arms of government. Which of the following is not one of them?
A. Legislative

B. Executive

C. Judicial

D. Administrative

The Governor-General has special powers called reserve powers. Which of the following actions is not within
their power?

A. Calling a new parliament

B. Opening and ending parliament sessions

C. Approving new laws

D. Making new laws

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11.

Analyse why it might be difficult to pass a referendum, and what factors could influence its outcome.
Consider how public opinion, government policies, and media coverage might play a role.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

12.

13.
14.

15.

Compare the roles of the House of Representatives and the Senate in Australia’s parliament. How do their
functions differ and how do they work together?

Outline the pros and cons of the double majority requirement for changing the Constitution.

Explain the significance of the 1967 referendum that recognised Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
What impact did this have on Australian society and politics?

Australia’s Constitution was made to keep state governments important.

Some people think we don’t need state governments any more and that local councils could handle more
jobs. They say this would make government simpler. Others believe state governments are needed because
they are closer to people and can provide important services. Changing this would need big changes to the
Constitution.

a. Consider the following and give reasons for your responses.

i. Modern communications did not exist when the Constitution was drafted, so the federal government
would have seemed very distant. State governments, however, were based in every capital city and so
were closer to the people. Have changes in our forms of communication made state governments
unnecessary?

b. Identify three changes that would have to happen for a referendum to abolish the states to be successful.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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Australia’s legal system

LESSON SEQUENCE

4.1 OQverview
4.2 The principles of justice

4.3 How courts work

4.4 The presumption of innocence ...

4.5 Right to a fair trial and legal representation

4.6 Inquiry: Can community action make a difference? ...
4.7 Review




L08Rl Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

How do features of the Australian legal g
system protect the rights of individuals
and uphold the principles of justice?

Imagine being in court, accused of a crime you
didn’t commit, and then being found guilty. How
would you feel?

Australia’s rule of law and our legal system
should protect everyone. Do you know how to

p— find a lawyer? Everyone should have access to & ™™
m— justice. -
————
learn
Pre-test
Online pre-test
eWorkbook

Customisable worksheets for this topic

Digital document
Key terms glossary

Video eLesson

"‘3 The courtroom

=% - —
<35 —
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these

'!‘i" HASS skills:
— e QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

® ANALYSING
e EVALUATING
® COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING
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The principles of justice

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain what is meant by the rule of law
e explain the principles of justice.

Tune in

Justice comes from ancient Greek, Roman and Egyptian societies.
Lady Justice began in the time of Emperor Augustus, although the
blindfold first appeared in the sixteenth century. Look at FIGURE 1 with
a partner, and discuss what message you think is being conveyed by
Lady Justice. What does the word ‘justice’ mean to you?

FIGURE 1 Lady Justice is commonly
used to represent the idea of justice.

1. What items does Lady Justice hold, and what do you
think they represent?
2. Why is Lady Justice often blindfolded?

4.2.1 Introducing justice

Justice is not an easy term to define. It can mean different things to different people. For some people,
justice is about following the law, while for others, it’s about finding the truth based on the facts. Our legal
system has key principles that uphold justice and protect everyone’s rights. One of these principles is the
rule of law, which means that everyone must follow the law. It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, the
prime minister or just an everyday person — everyone is equal before the law.
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FIGURE 2 The rule of law brings together key aspects of our legal system to protect the rights of citizens.

Equality
before the
law

Checks and balances on

the use of power
by individuals and

government

Fair trial &
. . Presumption of |independence
Al B S ETEE innocence of the
judiciary
. Democracy
el L? through formal Access to justice Free(:](/)m c()jf
assemble legal processes speech/media

4.2.2 Fairness, equality and access

The rule of law promotes three other principles of justice: fairness, equality and access.

Fairness

In the legal system, fairness means everyone will be treated impartially and using consistent processes.

Impartial, unbiased judges and juries help make this happen.

There are several ways in which the legal system upholds fairness, including:
e The presumption of innocence: A person accused of a crime is presumed to be innocent until
proven that they are guilty in a court. They can only be found guilty if the court is sure they committed
the crime. This means that the magistrate, judge or jury must believe that the accused is guilty

beyond reasonable doubt.

e The right to silence: Any person charged with a crime has the right to silence.
e Both sides (the prosecution and the accused) can show evidence and question each other.
e Strict rules ensure fairness in court (procedural fairness): For example, juries can’t hear about past

crimes, so decisions are based only on the facts.

But is this fair? Does treating everyone the same lead to a fair result?

Fairness also means helping people with their specific needs.
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Equality

Equality means everyone is treated the same, no matter their race, gender or family status. The legal
system must treat people equally and without discrimination.

Ways in which our legal system aims to treat people equally and without discrimination include:
e the presence of a judge who is an independent decision-maker
e the rules related to evidence and procedure such as evidence needing to be relevant
e using interpreters so that a person who needs assistance in understanding English, or has a hearing
and/or speech impairment, can be involved in their case
e providing legal aid so that people who cannot afford a lawyer can get one.

Fairness and equality are similar. What makes a system fair often helps it be equal, too. For example, think
about equality and fairness in school rules in relation to school uniform:
e Equality — students who are not in the correct uniform are given a detention (the same rule for all).
e Fairness — students who have a valid note will be given a uniform pass and will not receive a
detention (making an adjustment using a consistent process). This approach to fairness is also
known as ‘equity’.

Sometimes the legal system treats people differently so that justice is served, like offering legal aid

(see FIGURE 3).
SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 3 Fairness means we must make sure that we ‘level the playing field’ (equity) because
Analysing simply treating everyone equally might lead to injustice.

1. Look at FIGURE 3. What
is the difference between
equity and equality?

2. How does equity ensure
fairness?

3. Why is equality important
in society?

1t

b4

EQUIT

Access

Access means that all people should be able to make use of the legal system when they need to.
Everyone should understand what their rights are and how to get legal advice. Legal aid services can help
with this. It also means you can pursue your case, whether in court or in other ways.

Ways in which our legal system provides for access include:
e a court hierarchy, where people can access experts who have specialised knowledge in dealing
with cases
e the right to appeal a decision made by a court if a person is not satisfied with the outcome of
their case
e different ways to settle disputes other than going to court, such as mediation, conciliation and
arbitration. These methods are often quicker and cheaper than taking a case to court.
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4.2 SkillBuilder activity ga"/ARITy 1]

Case study: When the system is not just

Read the information on Gene Gibson provided in FIGURE 4. You can also complete your own research on Rosie
Anne Fulton, as this case allows us to explore issues related to justice, disability rights, and systemic inequality in
Australia.

FIGURE 4 Which of the principles of justice are relevant to this case?

Gene Gibson
is an Aboriginal

person with a
/ cognitive \
impairment.

He is from the

He ha§ peen given remote community
$1.3 million from the of Kiwirrkurra and
WA government barely speaks or
in compensation. understands
English.

Gene Gibson

His conviction was
quashed, with findings

He was sentenced to

that he didn’t understand seven and a half
the court process years in prison
or his lawyer and didn’t for unlawful killing.
have a qualified
interpreter.
\ He spent five years /
in prison.

1. Create two tables similar to those provided and work with a partner to fill them in.
a. In the first table, propose evidence of the rule of law protecting and not protecting rights in the Gene
Gibson case.

Applying the rule of law

Rights protected Rights not protected

b. In the second table, apply the principles of justice (see section 4.2.2) and propose evidence of how the
principles were met and not met in the Gene Gibson case.

Meeting the principles of justice
Principles met Principles not met

2. Using the information in your tables, write two paragraphs that summarise your findings.
3. With your partner, suggest a solution to help ensure the legal system achieves the principles of justice.
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4.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,3,4,9 2,5,8 6,7,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Identify the three principles of justice.
A. Fairness, equity, access
B. Fairness, equality, access
C. Rule of law, fairness, access
D. Rule of law, equality, access
2. Identify the three symbols of justice.
A. Legal Aid, scales, courtroom
B. Fairness, equality, access
C. Sword, blindfold, scales
D. Police, lawyers, judges
3. Rules about not sharing an accused person’s previous crimes are an example of what?
A. The rule of law
B. Procedural fairness
C. The principles of justice
D. A symbol of justice
4. In 2021, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Victoria’s then premier was fined $400 for not wearing a mask. This
is an example of the application of what?
A. The rule of law
B. Procedural fairness
C. The principles of justice
D. A symbol of justice
5. Sarah was charged with driving without a licence and knows what to expect in court.
This is an example of what principle of justice?
A. Fairness
B. Equality
C. Access
D. All the above

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Explain why treating everyone the same is not always fair. Provide a real-life example where fairness requires
equity instead of equality.
7. a. Which principles of justice overlap?
A. Fairness and access
B. Equality and access
C. Fairness and equality
D. They all overlap
b. Justify your answer to part a.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

8. Contrast the prosecution and the accused in a criminal case.
9. Define the term ‘procedural fairness’.
10. Using an example, distinguish between fairness and equality.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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Rl How courts work

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
 arrange the courts into a hierarchy
¢ explain the role of the courts.

Tune in

Did you know Australian courts are organised in a hierarchy? Some are federal courts, while others are in the
states and territories.

FIGURE 1 The hierarchy of courts in Australia

High
Court

of Australia Federal court

Supreme Court

State/territory courts

District (County) Court

Local (Magistrates) Court

1. Why do you think we have a court hierarchy?

2. Why do you think the High Court is at the top of the hierarchy?

3. In what ways do you think the cases heard in the Magistrates Court might be different from the cases heard in the
Supreme Court?

4.3.1 Going to court

If someone is charged with a crime, their case may be heard in court. The court will decide if they are
guilty or not guilty. If a person believes that another person has harmed them, the case may be heard in
a court. The court will decide if the other person is liable or not liable.
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4.3.2 The court hierarchy

The lowest courts in the hierarchy are local courts, known as the Magistrates Court in Western Australia.
The Magistrates Court hears most cases in Western Australia. It is more informal than the higher courts,
with no jury. Magistrates don’t wear wigs or robes, and you don’t need to call them “Your Honour’.

The Magistrates Court hears minor cases like drink driving, shoplifting or disputes involving small amounts
of money. The magistrate will decide how to settle a dispute or if someone is guilty or not. If a person is
found guilty, the magistrate gives a sentence. For serious cases, they may decide to send the case to a
higher court.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 2 Perth Magistrates Court is located in the Central Law Courts. In this
Questioning and .—gourt, a magistrate will demdg how to settle a dispute or if someone is guilty or not.

researching ) i W) =t gy o

1. What is the name of the
court shown in FIGURE 2?

2. Where is this court
located?

3. What types of cases are
heard here?

\

Next in the hierarchy are the district courts. The District Court hears disputes involving larger amounts of
money and more serious crimes such as armed robbery, drug trafficking and serious assaults.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 3 The District Court of Western

o Australia in Perth. In this court, a judge or
Questioning and jury will decide how to settle a dispute or if
researching someone is guilty or not.

1. What is the name of the
court shown in FIGURE 3?

2. Where is this court
located?

3. What types of cases are
heard here?
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Each Australian state has a Supreme Court for serious cases like murder. This is the highest court in each
state. The Supreme Court also hears disputes involving large amounts of money.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 4 The Supreme Court of Western Australia in Perth. In this court, a judge or jury will decide
how to settle a dispute or if someone is guilty or not.

Questioning and

researching

1. What is the name of the
court shown in FIGURE 4?

2. Where is this court
located?

3. What types of cases are
heard here?

The High Court is at the top of the hierarchy. This is the highest court in Australia. It is a federal court. It
hears important appeals and complex legal issues. Topic 14 explains that the High Court can interpret and
enforce the Constitution.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 5 The High Court of Australia in Canberra

Questioning and

researching

1. What is the name of the
court shown in FIGURE 57

2. Where is it located?

3. What types of cases are
heard here?

TABLE 1 Summary of courts and what they do

Court Summary of responsibilities

Magistrates Court Most informal, hears minor cases

District Court More serious crimes such as robbery or involving larger amounts of money
Supreme Court Serious cases like murder or larger amounts of money

High Court A federal court, handles appeals from lower courts and legal issues
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4.3.3 The courtroom

Courtrooms can be tense. Decisions there affect people’s lives. The people who work in courts handle real
dramas. The main courtroom officials include a magistrate or judge, jurors, a prosecutor and counsel
for the accused. Let’s next look at what might happen during a trial before a court.

4.3.4 A criminal trial

At the beginning of a criminal trial in a higher court, the accused is asked, ‘How do you plead?’ A jury of
12 may decide if someone is guilty or not guilty. They must listen carefully to evidence. If not guilty, the
accused person goes free; if guilty, the judge decides the sentence.

FIGURE 6 Inside a serious criminal trial

The judge’s associate is a trained lawyer who manages much of the paperwork.

2 People on the electoral roll can be called to be jurors. In a criminal case, a jury has 12 members. They decide if
someone is guilty beyond reasonable doubt, and all must agree in murder or manslaughter cases.

3 The prosecutor must show the jury that the accused is guilty by asking questions of witnesses.

4 The judge is called “Your Honour’. They listen to both sides and help the jury understand the case. If the jury finds
someone guilty, the judge decides the sentence.

5 The defence counsel represents the accused. If they plead guilty, the lawyer make arguments to try to reduce the
punishment. If they plead not guilty, the lawyer must show they are innocent.

6 The tipstaff helps the judge keep order in the court.

7 Witness box, from which people give evidence

8 Public watching court cases

9 A prison officer from the prison where the accused has been held
10 The accused

11 Media reporting on court cases
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CASE STUDY
Actor pleads guilty in court

An Australian actor was charged with drug driving,
driving while unlicensed and providing false details to
police in April 2021. He was intercepted by police while
driving his silver Peugeot in Melbourne. The police
stopped him after checking his car’s registration and
discovering he was unlicensed.

FIGURE 7 An Australian actor was charged with drug
driving, providing false details to police and driving while
unlicensed in Melbourne. After pleading guilty, he was
fined $2500 and disqualified from driving for 16 months.

At the scene, the actor initially told police that he didn’t
have his licence on him, and gave police a false name.
When the police officers expressed doubt about

the name, the actor claimed to have a twin brother.
However, he correctly identified himself when police
threatened to arrest him. He pleaded with police not to
test him for drugs, admitting to using marijuana a few
days before. After the actor admitted that he had lost
his licence two months earlier, his car was impounded
on the spot.

The police later found that he had methamphetamine
(ice) in his system.

The actor appeared in the Melbourne Magistrates’ Court in October 2022. He pleaded guilty to the charges.

His defence lawyer told the court that he was driving to his mother’s house for Easter and to drop off groceries.
Melbourne was in a COVID lockdown at the time. The lawyer explained that he panicked when giving police the
false name because he knew that he should not have been driving with a suspended licence. The court also
heard that the actor’s ongoing legal troubles were causing significant strain on him and his family. Additionally, he
had 169 outstanding penalties with Fines Victoria, amounting to $65 215.

In delivering her decision, Magistrate Olivia Trumble noted that while the actor’s actions were serious,
imprisonment was not appropriate. She acknowledged his remorse and his ongoing efforts to recover, but said
that he needed to deal with the outstanding penalties. The magistrate also noted that the actor had shown a total
disregard for his unlicenced status.

The actor was fined $2500 and disqualified from driving in Victoria for 16 months.

LR IOV QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

Find a news article about a recent Western Australian criminal case and fill in the table.

Note:
® First complete rows 1 to 6.
° Complete rows 7 and 8 if the information is available in your article.
* |f you cannot complete rows 7 and 8, complete row 9.

Title of article
Date and source (including the URL)

Name of the court
Name of the accused
Identify the charge or charges.

The names of other court officials named and their role (including lawyers)

The decision — what was the outcome of the case? Guilty or not guilty?

The sentence imposed

Ol N|oo|o|h W N|=

If you were the judge or magistrate, what do you think would be an appropriate penalty?
Justify your decision.
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4.3 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
2,3,5 1,4,6 7,8,9,10, 11

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Identify the four main courtroom officials in a serious criminal case.
2. Match the key terms with the correct definitions in the following table.

1. A court official who hears cases in the Magistrates Court a. Prosecutor
2. A court official who hears cases in higher courts b. Counsel

3. A lawyer who represents the accused person c. Juror

4. A person chosen to hear and assess evidence in a court case d. Magistrate
5. The party bringing a criminal action against the accused e. Judge

3. Select the correct option to complete the following sentence: Magistrates and judges are addressed in court
as Your Highness / Your Honour / Sir or Madam / Professor.
4. State how many jurors are assigned for criminal cases.
5. Identify the one phrase that best explains the responsibility of a jury in a criminal trial.
A. To determine a defendant’s guilt beyond any reasonable doubt
B. To determine a defendant’s guilt on the balance of probabilities
C. To determine a defendant’s guilt to any standard they deem appropriate
D. To determine a defendant’s guilt and decide on an appropriate punishment

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. The system of courts for each state or territory is referred to as a hierarchy. Arrange the courts in their correct
position in the Western Australian court hierarchy.
® High Court
® Magistrates Court
e Supreme Court
e District Court

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

7. In most courts, a jury can find someone guilty if 11 or all 12 jurors agree.
Explain why this might be hard to achieve.
8. Justify the procedural rule that prevents judges from asking a witness a question except where this is
required to clarify a point.
9. Justify the need for courts in our legal system.
10. Explain why you think our legal system has a hierarchy that classifies courts as higher and lower.
11. a. Describe what happened when police stopped the actor in Melbourne.
b. Explain what the actor’s case shows about the role of the Magistrates Court in handling driving offences.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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IR The presumption of innocence

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to explain what presumption of innocence is and why it is important.

Tune in

What do you think when you see someone in handcuffs?

FIGURE 1 Unlike in this image, the presumption of innocence suggests the accused should not be handcuffed when
appearing in court unless he or she presents a risk to other people.

1. Why does it matter whether or not someone wears handcuffs to court?
2. Why is someone presumed innocent until proven guilty when they appear in court?

4.4.1 Innocent until proven guilty

If you were accused of something you didn’t do, you would want your teacher to believe you until there
was proof. In court, most people expect to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. This idea is called
the presumption of innocence and comes from English law. It means that in Australia, the court assumes
someone is innocent until proven otherwise. The court must be sure beyond reasonable doubt that the
person committed the crime. In a criminal trial the prosecution has the burden of proof.

4.4.2 Presumption of innocence and bail

If someone is charged with a crime, they might get bail, a promise to appear in court later. Bail lets them
go home instead of staying in custody. It can include conditions like paying money or surrendering a
passport. For serious cases, bail can be refused if the person might not show up or could be dangerous.
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SkillBuilder discussion

Questioning and

researching

1. Look at FIGURES 2 and 3.
Which side do you find
more convincing?

2. Can you think of any more
arguments for or against?

SkillBuilder discussion

Communicating and

reflecting

1. Do you think everyone
should be presumed
innocent, no matter
the crime they are
accused of?

2. Do you think that a person
charged with mass
murder, for example,
should have the right to
presumption of innocence,
or should he or she lose
access to this right? Be
prepared to justify your
opinion.

FIGURE 2 Arguments for the presumption of innocence

The presumption of
innocence means
that the prosecution
must prove beyond

reasonable doubt that

a person has committed
the crime they

are charged with.

Without the presumption of
innocence, the police could
arrest and imprison you for no
reason. They would only need
to think that you did something
wrong and they could arrest you!
Imagine walking around every day
with the fear that you might be
accused of breaking a law
and that you would not be
presumed to be
innocent.

We need this principle to protect

us. It is far better to let one or
two guilty people to go free
than to lock up innocent people.
After all, most people are
law-abiding citizens.

FIGURE 3 Arguments against the presumption of innocence

There is also the risk
that a person accused of
a serious crime might go

into hiding or commit
another crime
before the trial
begins.

The presumption of innocence
allows every accused person
to clog up our courts and
gives legal people too much
work to do. It is a loss of
both time and money.

We should do more to
help the police deal with
troublemakers instead

O . of making it easier for

| criminals to avoid
consequences.
=

Any victim of crime would
tell you that people who are
charged with crimes are too
protected. They would also tell you
that the police are honest and do
a good job. So if the police do
charge someone with a crime,
they must be pretty sure
that the accused actually
committed that crime.
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LR GG TR0 QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

The media is expected to avoid news coverage that undermines the presumption of innocence. However, there
are many cases Where the media has ignored this principle. One well-known historical case is the charges made
against Martin Bryant in 1996 for his involvement in the Port Arthur massacre. Find out more about what the
media did before the Bryant case went to court.

4.4 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

B LEVEL1 M LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1,3,4,5 2,7,8,9 6,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. List some countries that believe in the presumption of innocence.
2. Define the term ‘beyond reasonable doubt’.
3. What is bail and when can it be granted?
A. Bail is a fine paid to the court and can be granted at any time.
B. Bail is a temporary release of an accused individual and can be granted pending trial under certain
conditions.
C. Bail is a verdict pronounced by the jury and can be granted after the trial.
D. Bail is a formal accusation and can be granted when the trial concludes.
4, Under what circumstance would bail be refused?
A. When the accused pleads guilty.
B. When the accused has a strong alibi.
C. When the accused is considered a flight risk or poses a danger to society.
D. When the accused cooperates with the investigation.
5. The defence has the burden of proof in a criminal trial. True or false?

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Examine FIGURE 1. Identify in what way does this image undermine the principle of the presumption of
innocence.

7. How do news stories before a trial starts affect what people think about whether someone is guilty or
innocent? Give examples of how this could affect the idea that everyone is innocent until proven guilty.

8. Analyse what might happen if an accused person went to court and was put on trial without the presumption
that they were innocent.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

9. Using FIGURES 2 and 3, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the principle of presumption of
innocence.
10. Explain what you think is the relationship between presumption of innocence and burden of proof.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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Right to a fair trial and legal representation

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
¢ jdentify and discuss the elements of a fair trial
* make connections between witnesses, legal representation and due process, and a fair legal system
e explain how Australians can access justice and legal representation.

Tune in

The Australian trial system has sometimes been compared to a football match. Look at FIGURE 1 with a partner,
and brainstorm a list of similarities and differences between a football match and a trial.

FIGURE 1 The courtroom is like a football game where everyone must follow the rules.

The umpire — enforces the rules

Spectators —
public gallery

i

T

Two opposing teams — the coach gives
instructions

1. How is a courtroom case similar to a football game?
2. What roles do the judge and referee play?
3. Why is teamwork important in both settings?

451 Main elements of a fair trial

SkillBuilder discussion Fair and equal treatment for all

Analysing In Australia, we believe everyone deserves a fair trial. If accused of a crime, you
1. What are the key parts of would expect that you would have the chance to share your side. You would want
a fair trial? a judge who listens to both sides fairly.
2. How does a judge ensure
faimess? Main elements of a fair trial
3. Why is evidence important The main elements of a fair trial are summarised in FIGURE 2. Let us now look at each

in a trial? . .
element in more detail.
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”% FIGURE 2 Main elements of a fair trial

[ Mg
Everyone has the right \
to be represented
NS by a lawyer.
\4/

The use of committal
hearings allows the
Magistrates Court to
determine if a case should
move to a higher court.

The judge has no direct
involvement in questioning
witnesses or deciding how
both sides present their
arguments.

Preliminary examination
of evidence

Main elements
of a fair trial

Unless there is a
good reason, a criminal
trial should be a public
hearing.

of evidence

Judge and jury have no prior

The judge makes sure knowledge of the case

that all procedures and
rules of evidence are
followed strictly.

The judge and jury should
not know anything about the
case until the evidence and

arguments are presented
in court.

Preliminary examination of evidence

When someone is charged with a crime, they go to the Magistrates Court. This court hears minor offences
and some serious cases. It can also examine serious cases in a committal hearing (before going to trial).
If there’s enough evidence, the case goes to a higher court like the District Court or Supreme Court.

Committal hearings help ensure a fair trial. The prosecution must share all evidence, so the accused can
prepare their defence and challenge the evidence.
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Right to legal representation

For a fair trial, each side should have legal representation. This means that a lawyer will assist with a
case. The lawyer might present the accused’s case in court. If someone can’t afford a lawyer, they may
get help from legal aid.

A public hearing

Most trials are held in public, so anyone can watch. This allows the community to see that the rules are
followed and promotes fairness.

A trial can be closed to the public if it helps justice; for example, if a witness is very young. Cases
involving people under 18 are heard in the Children’s Court, which is private.

Independent judge

The right to a fair trial means everyone is treated equally. The judge is like the umpire in football. They
ensure both sides follow the rules. They also ensure that both sides have the opportunity to present their
case. The judge is independent. This means that the judge doesn’t question witnesses or decide how
arguments are presented. However, the judge may ask withesses questions to make things clearer.

FIGURE 3 Anyone on the electoral roll can be randomly called for jury duty.

Judge and jury have no prior knowledge of the case

A jury is a group of ordinary people randomly selected to hear and assess the evidence in a court
case. The judge and jury shouldn’t know about the case until it is in court. They can’t use the internet or
other sources to learn about it.

During the trial, the judge helps the jury understand legal issues and explains the law at the end. Jurors
must listen closely to the evidence and decide based only on that and the law explained by the judge.
Jurors can’t discuss the case with anyone, even after the trial. They also can’t share information on social
media or give interviews.

Strict procedures and rules of evidence

A fair trial follows strict rules to ensure both sides can present their case and challenge each other’s
evidence. Only certain types of evidence are allowed, such as a doctor giving medical evidence. These
strict rules of evidence and procedure ensure due process. Due process refers to the procedures that
occur during a trial that ensure that people are treated fairly by the legal system.
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FIGURE 4 Procedure for a trial in a higher court with a jury

The judge’s associate reads
out the offence(s).

l

The accused is asked to plead guilty or not guilty.

l l

The accused pleads guilty and The accused pleads not guilty and
is sentenced by the judge. the trial begins.

l

The prosecutor speaks to the jury,
telling them what the alleged offence
is and what the evidence is
expected to show.

The defence lawyer may also
make an opening statement.

The prosecution calls witnesses to
the witness box to give evidence.
They can be cross-examined by
the defence. The prosecutor may
re-examine each witness.

l

The defence calls witnesses to
give evidence. They can be
cross-examined by the prosecution.
The defence may
re-examine each witness.

l

After all the evidence has been
presented, both sides summarise
their cases to the court.

|

The judge summarises the case.
The judge explains the evidence @

and clarifies points of law for
the jury.

l

The jury leaves the courtroom

‘6 < to consider its verdict.
If the jury’s verdict is not guilty, If the jury’s verdict is guilty,
the accused is free to leave the accused is sentenced by
the court. the judge.
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452 Witnhesses

A witness is someone who saw or knows something important about a crime. It is one way that citizens
participate in the justice system. Witnesses can give evidence if they are victims, have direct information
or are experts. Experts might talk about handwriting evidence or how the accused was influenced by
mental health or drugs. All withesses must promise to tell the truth. Both sides can ask witnesses to
answer questions.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 5 Before testifying, witnesses must promise to tell the truth with an

Analysing oath or affirmation.

1. Look at FIGURE 5. Why do
witnesses need to promise
to tell the truth?

2. What is the difference
between an oath and an
affirmation?

3. Why do you think that An oath
witnesses can choose
between an oath or an
affirmation?

| swear by Almighty God
that the evidence | shall give

will be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but
the truth.

| solemnly and sincerely
declare and affirm

that the evidence | shall give
will be the truth, the whole truth

. . and nothing but the truth.
An affirmation 9
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CASE STUDY
Fair trial or bias?

In December 2020, three influencers dined at

the Silver Pearl Restaurant in Sydney. They
ordered a lobster meal and a bottle of wine
costing $364. Partway through the meal, the
influencers complained to staff about feeling
sick. They accused the restaurant of serving
frozen lobster, instead of fresh lobster. The
restaurant later posted on Instagram, claiming
that the influencers continued eating despite their
complaints, finished the meal and refused to pay.
The post described the influencers’ behaviour

as ‘dishonest . . . fraudulent . . . entitled . . .
classless’.

FIGURE 6 Three influencers refused to pay for a meal at the
Silver Pearl Restaurant in Sydney. This led to the restaurant
posting about the incident on Instagram. The influencers then
sued the restaurant for defamation.

The influencers felt the Instagram post harmed
their reputations. They claimed that the post
suggested they were frauds, bullied waitstaff
and used fake food poisoning claims to avoid
payment. As a result, the three influencers sued
the restaurant. The case reached the Federal
Court, where Judge Robert Bromwich raised questions about its appropriateness for a higher court. The judge
noted that the Federal Court usually handles significant defamation cases.

The influencers’ lawyer, Roger Rasmussen, felt that Justice Bromwich was biased against them. He argued that

the judge had shown bias during proceedings and had called the case a minor one. Mr Rasmussen requested
that the judge step down from the case. However, the judge rejected this request. Justice Bromwich clarified

that he had not shown bias, but had only commented that the case might not result in a large payout due to its
lower-level nature. The influencers were ordered to cover the restaurant’s legal costs for the failed request. The

main defamation case, however, was still set to go to trial in late 2024.

In March 2024 the case was dismissed. Following the dismissal of the case brought against Silver Pearl in
Federal Court proceedings, Silver Pearl extended an apology to the influencers, a Silver Pearl spokesperson
said in a statement.

‘This apology, disseminated through official social media channels, reflects Silver Pearl’s commitment to empathy

and understanding, without any admission of wrongdoing or liability.’
The restaurant also said no damages were awarded to the influencers involved.

‘Silver Pearl reaffirms its dedication to providing exceptional service to all patrons and fostering positive
community relationships,’” the statement read.

4.5.3 Difficulties in gaining access to the legal system

All Australians should have access to justice. We all have the right to legal representation, but some
people cannot access the law for various reasons.

Some people may not understand the law. Those with limited English might struggle to explain their

problems. They may not know their rights or where to get help. Some might feel scared of lawyers or can’t

afford one.

Our legal system has devised ways of providing access to justice and legal representation for everyone.
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4.5.4 Legal aid

Not everyone can afford to pay for a lawyer. In Australia, legal aid is important for access to justice.
Without it, some people wouldn’t have a lawyer and could lose their right to a fair trial.

Legal aid is provided for people who can’t afford a lawyer. It is offered by legal aid commissions,
community legal centres and in many states, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ legal services.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 7 Everyone has the right to legal representation. However,

consultations with legal professionals can be expensive, which
excludes some people from accessing it.

Communicating and

reflecting

1. Discuss what the cost
of meeting with a legal
professional might be.

2. \What may cause the costs
to be higher than you may
have anticipated?

Legal aid commissions

Each state and territory has a legal aid commission. They are funded by the government and provide legal
assistance, legal information and advice, and lawyers for people going to court.

SkillBuilder discussion Legal aid services are free unless ongoing help is needed, in which case a small fee
may apply. Names vary by state, like Legal Aid WA, the Legal Service Commission

Analysing : . . .
N ST s b South Australia and Victoria Legal Aid.
aid offer? Legal information is free on legal aid websites in 36 languages. There are strict

2 }Nholcgg?receive help from eligibility rules for those needing a legal aid lawyer to represent them in court.
egal aid?

3. Why is legal aid important Legal aid services work with private law firms to help more people. Lawyers
for people? volunteer as duty lawyers to support those without a lawyer in court.

FIGURE 8 What legal aid provides

Legal aid

l l l l

A lawyer for those
Legal information Legal advice who cannot afford Education
one
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Community legal centres

Community legal centres offer free legal advice and help, especially for disadvantaged people and those
with special needs.

Some centres get money from the government and donations, but others rely mostly on volunteers, who
can be lawyers or non-lawyers.

Community legal centres help locals but rarely go to court.

LR (UG E T EVALUATING, COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Evidence is very important in a criminal trial. The
jury can only find the accused guilty if the evidence FIGURE 9 Due process relates to procedural fairness during
supports this decision. Procedural fairness means the trial.

there are strict rules about what evidence can be

used in a trial.

1. Investigate the different types of evidence used
in court. Make a table to classify each type as
admissible or inadmissible. The first row is done
for you.

Inadmissible

Admissible evidence evidence (not
(allowed) allowed)

Video recordings Hearsay evidence

2. Select three examples from each column to
explore more.

3. Create a visual presentation of your findings. This might be a PowerPoint presentation or a short documentary
or commercial.
a. Begin by introducing your topic.
b. Explain what is meant by due process and the difference between admissible and inadmissible evidence.
c. Include your chosen evidence types — remember to make your presentation engaging.
d. Include a bibliography.

4.5 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,2,6 4,5,7,8 3,9,10, 11

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. When someone is charged with a serious crime, they go to the Magistrates Court to be told whether they will
have a trial in a higher court. Identify the name of this process.
A. Committal hearing
B. Pre-trials
C. Sentence hearing
D. Civil hearing
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2. ldentify the statement that best describes the role of legal aid.
A. Legal assistance to people who could not otherwise afford the cost of hiring a lawyer
B. Legal representation for all defendants on trial
C. Tutoring for people who are studying to be a lawyer
D. The assistant of the court when a trial is in progress
3. Define the elements of a fair trial by matching each element to its corresponding description.

1. The prosecution must show its evidence a. Preliminary examination of evidence
in court. They must share this with the
accused’s lawyers before the trial starts.

2. The case for the accused will be b. Right to legal representation
presented by their lawyer.

3. Unless a good reason exists not to, the c. A public hearing
trial will be open to the public.

4. The judge cannot question witnesses or d. Independent judge
decide how each side argues.

5. The judge and jury learn about the case e. Judge and jury have no prior knowledge
during the trial. of the case

6. Due process means the judge follows f. Strict rules of evidence and procedure
the rules.

4. Explain the role of a juror and a witness in a fair trial.
5. ldentify a situation in which a judge might be permitted to ask a witness questions during a trial.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Can any citizen who is on the electoral role be randomly selected to sit on a jury?

7. Analyse the following scenarios. Advise each person of the most appropriate body that could provide them
with legal advice.
a. Janet is an elderly pensioner who has been charged with growing cannabis for commercial use.
b. Yousif has recently arrived in Australia from Africa and has been charged with driving without a licence.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

8. Select two elements that contribute to a fair trial. Explain how each element might contribute to a fair trial.
9. Explain why you think our legal system enables everyone to receive access to justice and legal
representation.
10. Identify what you consider to be the most important element contributing to a fair trial. Justify your
response.
11. a. Explain how accusations of judicial bias, such as those raised by Mr Rasmussen, challenge the principle of
due process.
b. Analyse Justice Bromwich’s decision in the case study to remain on the case despite claims of bias.
Explain what this decision indicates about the judicial process and fair trials.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

120 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



TP Inquiry: Can community action make a
difference?

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e discuss issues related to the campaign to stop imprisoning Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women for the
non-payment of fines
e explain your findings on whether community action can make a difference.

Before you begin

Access the Inquiry rubric in the digital documents section of the Resources panel to guide you in
completing this task at your level. At the end of the inquiry task, you can use this rubric to self-assess.

Inquiry steps
Step 1: Questioning and researching

Define your inquiry question. Use the below as inspiration.
e Why are people sent to prison for not paying fines? What are the reasons that fines are not paid?
Are there any alternatives to sending people to prison?
What are the rates of imprisonment for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women and
non-Indigenous men and women in Australia? Why does this matter? Does it seem fair? Why has this
become an issue?
e How can ‘people power’ lead to a change in the legal system?
What other questions do you have in relation to this topic?

Conduct research to find out more about this topic so that you can answer your inquiry question.

Step 2: Analysing

Identify strategies that individuals can use to bring issues related to the law to the attention of lawmakers.
What would you do if you thought an aspect of the law needed to change?

Step 3: Evaluating

Identify individuals and groups who have campaigned to change the law.
e What strategies did they use?
e How effective were these strategies?

Step 4: Communicating and reflecting

Select a format to present your point of view. For example, this could be a short video, a mock TV
interview or a PowerPoint presentation.
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XKW Review

4.7.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot-point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

4.2 The principles of justice

¢ The Australian legal system follows key principles, like the rule of law, which means everyone must
follow the law.

¢ The Australian legal system has three other important principles: fairness, equality and access.

e Fairness and equality work together, so sometimes we treat people differently.

4.3 How courts work

e Everyone in Australia has the right to a fair trial.
¢ Both sides can share evidence and ask questions in front of a fair judge.
e Everyone can have a lawyer in court, even if they cannot pay.

4.4 The presumption of innocence

e Presumption of innocence means that any accused person who appears before a court is presumed
to be innocent until the prosecution proves that they are guilty beyond reasonable doubt.

e The burden of proof is the legal principle describing who has to prove a case in court. In a criminal
trial, this burden is on the prosecution.

4.5 Right to a fair trial and legal representation

e A fair trial happens when both sides show their evidence, the judge is independent and rules are
followed.

e Regular people participate in a fair trial as witnesses giving evidence, and as jurors deciding if the
accused is guilty.

¢ Legal aid helps people who cannot afford a lawyer in a dispute or criminal case.

4.6 Inquiry: Can community action make a difference?

e Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are in jail for not paying fines.
e We can explore how to fix this issue.

4.7.2 Keyterms

accused a person who has been charged with a criminal offence

beyond reasonable doubt the standard of proof required in a criminal trial where the prosecution must prove
that the accused is guilty to such a high degree that a reasonable person would have little doubt that the accused
committed the crime

burden of proof the legal principle describing who has to prove a case in court; in a criminal trial, this burden is
on the prosecution

committal hearing in very serious cases, the procedure held in a lower court to determine if enough evidence
exists for the case to move to a higher court

counsel for the accused a lawyer who represents the accused person

democracy a political system according to which citizens choose the way in which they are governed, and elect
representatives to make laws on their behalf

due process the procedures occurring during a trial that ensure people are treated fairly by the legal system
government a group of people with the power to rule over a country or state and make decisions and laws on
behalf of the people

judge a court official who hears cases in the higher courts, such as the District or County Court, or the Supreme
Court

juror a person selected to hear and assess the evidence in a court case

jury a group of ordinary people randomly selected to hear and assess the evidence in a court case
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justice the use of laws to treat people fairly and in a way that is morally right

legal aid the provision of legal assistance to those involved in a dispute or criminal matter who are unable to pay
for legal representation

legal representation services performed by a qualified legal practitioner, such as a lawyer, who deals with legal
matters on behalf of the person who has hired them

legal system a system for interpreting and enforcing the laws of a country

magistrate a court official who hears cases in a Magistrates Court

presumption of innocence the principle that all accused people who appear before a court are presumed to be
innocent until the prosecution proves that they are guilty

procedural fairness having fair procedures in place to protect the rights of all parties

prosecution the party bringing a criminal action against the accused

prosecutor the person who presents a criminal case on behalf of the state

rule of law the legal principle that all citizens are subject to the law, and equal before the law, as it is upheld by
independent courts

trial the court process to determine whether someone committed a criminal act

witness someone who saw or knows something important about a crime

4.7.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
How do features of the Australian legal system protect the rights of individuals and uphold the principles
of justice?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.

learn
Post-test Online post-test
eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary

4.7 Review exercise

Learning pathways

M LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2 B LEVEL 3
3,4,8 1,2,6,7,9,10 5,11, 13, 14,12, 15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Identify the statement that best describes the meaning of the term ‘legal system’.
A. A way of breaking the law of a country
B. A system for interpreting and enforcing the laws of a country
C. A system for making the jails of a country
D. A way of going through law school
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2. ldentify the main role of courts.
A. To deal with people who have done bad things B. To only hear serious crimes, such as murder

C. To apply the law and settle disputes D. To decide if accused people will go to jail or not
3. Where will most criminal cases be heard?

A. The District Court/County Court B. The Supreme Court

C. The High Court D. The Magistrates Court/Local Court

4. Define the term ‘presumption of innocence’.
A. Accused people are presumed innocent until proven guilty.
B. Accused people are innocent until proven guilty.
C. All accused people who appear before a court must prove their innocence.
D. Accused people are innocent until proven guilty in court.
5. ldentify a purpose of committal hearings.
A. To commit to both sides being available to present their cases
B. To guarantee that evidence will be presented using court procedures
C. To ensure that the judge is independent
D. To determine if enough evidence exists for a case to move to a higher court
6. Explain what we mean when we refer to a judge as being ‘independent’.
A. They sit by themselves in court.
B. They have no direct involvement in how either side will present its case.
C. They can enter and leave the court when they please.
D. They always decide if an accused is guilty or not guilty.
7. ldentify one reason for calling an expert witness.
A. To say if the accused is mentally ill
B. To tell the court what someone told them they saw the accused do
C. To give instructions to the jury
D. To present their version of events to the court
8. Which of the following statements best describes a jury?
A. A group of people who present evidence in court
B. The party bringing a criminal action against the accused
C. A group of people chosen to listen to a court case
D. The person who represents the accused
9. Which statement best describes the reason for strict procedures and rules of evidence in a court?
A. To make sure that a case can move on to a higher court
B. To interpret and enforce the laws of the country
C. To guarantee that a verdict is reached by the jury
D. To make sure both sides can share their case
10. Identify which group of people can access legal aid.
A. People who would otherwise be unable to afford a lawyer
B. People who wish to change the law
C. People who have been selected to be on a jury
D. People who need to learn about the law

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. a. Identify and explain one factor that can improve access to justice and legal representation.
h. Outline how this factor improves access to justice and to legal representation.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

12. Distinguish between the principles of justice, fairness and equality.

13. Using an example, suggest why the legal system may need to treat people differently.

14. Evaluate the significance of the presumption of innocence in the legal system. Why is it important for
ensuring justice?

15. How is a fair trial maintained by the roles of different courtroom officials such as the judge, jurors and
witnesses? Describe how each contributes to the fairness of the trial.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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TR Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

Have you ever thought about how the
choices you make every day can affect
businesses and the whole economy?

Have you purchased food today? Have you used
electricity, caught public transport or been driven
in a car? Do you have a bank account, or have
you sent a text to a friend? If you answered

yes to just one of these questions, you have
been involved in the world of Economics and
Business.

When we buy goods and services, deposit
money in a bank account or obtain a casual (or,
. in the future, a more permanent) job, we are
| contributing to the economy.

The focus of topics and lessons in Year 7 is

how businesses and people depend on each
other; that is, businesses make products that
people need and want. Studying Economics and
Business in Year 7 also allows us to learn more
about entrepreneurs, who are creative, take
risks to start new businesses and use technology
to innovate.

4

learn

eWorkbook
Customisable worksheets for this topic

Digital document
Key terms glossary

o

Video eLesson
Economics and business concepts and skills
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
HASS skills:

e QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
TS e ANALYSING

e EVALUATING

e COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

I

bl

= SR #‘- . = =
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ILIE¥] Economics and Business concepts and skills

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to explain Economics and Business concepts and skills.

5.2.1 Introduction

Economics and Business is about understanding how people use resources and make decisions.
Economics looks at how goods and services are produced, distributed and consumed. It explores
concepts like supply and demand, prices and how markets work. Business focuses on how companies
operate, make profits, and provide goods and services. It includes topics like marketing, management and
finance. Together, Economics and Business helps us understand how the economy functions and how
businesses contribute to society. This knowledge is useful for making informed decisions in everyday life
and for future careers.

5.2.2 Economics and Business concepts
There are six concepts that underpin Economics and Business.

TABLE 1 The concepts you will use in Economics and Business.

Scarcity Learn about the economic problem of having unlimited needs and wants,
but limited resources to satisfy them.

Making choices We need to make choices about how resources are used. Making choices
about alternatives is an important part of economics.

Allocation and markets Making decisions about how we will use resources is known as resource
allocation. The market answers most of the economic questions and is
where buyers and sellers negotiate prices for goods and services.

Specialisation and trade Specialisation is when workers, businesses or nations focus on one
task or on making one product. Countries trade when they buy and sell
products from each other.

Interdependence This is the mutual reliance in an economy, where consumers, workers,
businesses, and governments depend on each other.

Economic performance and living Economic performance is how well a country’s economy is doing based

standards on its goals. This is linked to standard of living, which is how good life is,

measured by how much money people make.

5.2.3 Scarcity

In economics, scarcity is the basic economic problem. Scarcity means people have unlimited needs and
wants, but limited resources to satisfy them. It’s the concept of making choices about which wants we
satisfy first. This problem is always present in all economies.

¢ Needs are goods or services essential for survival.

e Wants are desires for things that make life enjoyable but are not necessary for survival.

Sometimes, the line between needs and wants isn’t clear. For instance, you need food but might want
cake. Generally, needs include clothing, food and shelter, while wants might be cars, computers, internet
and mobile phones. However, many people today might consider these items essential

To satisfy our needs and wants, businesses use resources to produce goods and services. The four main
types of economic resources are land, labour, capital and enterprise.
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FIGURE 1 The four main types of economic resources are land, labour, capital and enterprise.

Types of resources

l

Land Labour Capital Enterprise

Ll

e Resources found e Includes all the people e Resources created by ® Individuals who organise
in nature who are employed by combining land and and combine the other

e Examples include businesses and labour three resources to create
rainfall and climatic government e Examples include the value
conditions, such as wind, e Examples include electricity grid system, e Entrepreneurs take on
mineral deposits and doctors, builders and commercial buildings, risk by starting businesses
forests businesspeople highways, schools, in the hope of making

factories and machinery a profit

Economic scarcity means that we need to make choices. We cannot produce an unlimited or infinite
number of goods and services because we do not have an infinite amount of resources. We cannot buy
an unlimited number of goods and services because we do not have unlimited amounts of money either.
We need to make choices about how scarce resources are used. Making choices about alternatives is an
important part of economics, as is explaining how economic resources might be used more sustainably.

5.2.4 Making choices

Every choice we make has an opportunity cost, which is the next best thing we give up. For example, if a
student spends money on sushi, they can’t spend it on a sandwich. The opportunity cost is the sandwich
they didn’t buy.

Consumers, businesses and governments all face opportunity costs. Consumers decide how to spend
their money and time. Businesses choose what products to make and who to sell them to. Governments
decide how to manage the economy. Understanding opportunity cost helps us make better decisions.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 2 The cost of purchasing a video game includes the opportunity

cost of the alternative decision given up. For example, the money could have
been spent on a new T-shirt.

Communicating and
reflecting

. Mind-map with a partner

1

. Discuss how these

some of the opportunity
costs that you, or
someone you know,

may have faced within the
week.

decisions can be
complicated
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5.2.5 Allocation and markets

All individuals, business and economies must decide how they will use their scarce resources to satisfy
their unlimited needs and wants. Making decisions about how we will use resources is known as resource
allocation. Our society has developed an economic system to make choices that will solve the basic
economic problem. Remember, that basic economic problem is scarcity.

An economic system is simply the way we organise the production and distribution of our goods and
services. All economic systems must answer three basic economic questions: what to produce? how to
produce? for whom to produce? These questions are summarised in FIGURE 3.

SkillBuilder discussion

Analysing
1. Think of and list some of the weird and wonderful things that you can buy.
2. How do you think businesses decide on what to produce?

FIGURE 3 All economic systems must answer three basic economic questions.

Three basic economic questions

1. What to produce? 2. How to produce? 3. For whom to produce?

& i

@

* Decisions must be made about ¢ Decisions must be made about ® Decisions must be made about
what goods and services are to how we produce goods and who will get the goods and
be produced and in what services. services produced.
quantities. * Do we use mostly labour or do ¢ Does the first person in line get
® Should we produce cars or we make use of technology the good or service?
trucks, televisions or radios, and machinery? Do goods and services go to
beef or lamb and how many those who need them the
of each? most?

Australia’s economic system is a market capitalist economy, where buyers and sellers negotiate prices
in a market. Markets can be physical like Fremantle Markets, or virtual like eBay and Amazon. There are
various types of markets such as labour, property, grocery, and stock markets. Governments sometime
intervene to address inefficiencies and make lower-income earners can access necessary goods and
services.

5.2.6 Specialisation

Specialisation occurs when workers, businesses, or nations focus on a specific task or product. This
efficient use of resources can be seen in assembly lines where each worker or machine performs one
distinct task.
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For example, in car manufacturing, each worker
completes a specific task, allowing the business
to produce many cars quickly. If one person were
responsible for the entire car, production would be
much slower.

FIGURE 4 Specialisation can be seen on an assembly line.
Production is organised to maximise efficiency. Employees
will work on different sections completing specific tasks.

Countries also specialise by focusing on products
they produce efficiently. They trade these products
with other countries that specialise in different
items. For instance, Australia exports iron ore, coal
and wheat, while importing processed fuels, cars
and electronics. Businesses and consumers trade
goods and services, like buying products in

a store.

5.2.7 Interdependence

Interdependence means that people and things rely on each other, affecting each other’s actions. In an
economy, consumers, workers, businesses and governments all depend on each other. For example, a
shop needs customers to make money, and customers need jobs to earn money to spend at the shop.
This mutual dependence ensures that all parts of the economy are connected.

FIGURE 5 A simple two-sector circular flow model of income, demonstrating the interdependence between consumers
and businesses.

Income — wages, rent, interest, profit

Economic resources

Household

sector

Good and services

Consumption

5.2.8 Economic performance and living standards

The main aim of an economy is to satisfy the needs and wants of its people by producing goods and
services efficiently. In Australia, the government manages the economy and aims for low inflation,
economic growth, and full employment.
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Economic performance is measured using indicators such as:
e Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Measures economic growth.
e Unemployment rate: Indicates the number of people without jobs.
e Inflation rate: Indicates changes in the prices of goods and services.

These measurements help the government make decisions to improve economic growth and living

standards

5.2.9 HASS skills

In addition to the concepts in Economics and Business, you will also develop four key HASS skills.

TABLE 1 The four Economics and Business skills that you will develop in Year 7.

N

Questioning and researching

Involves locating relevant and detailed information and/or data
from a range of appropriate sources. In Year 7 Economics and
Business, this includes conducting research about consumer
decisions.

Analysing Interpreting information to identify the main features or ideas,
and then examining the information closely to determine how
the parts relate to the whole. In Year 7 Economics and Business,
this includes analysing how much is spent on needs vs. wants.

Evaluating Examining interpretations of information to draw evidence-

based conclusions. It requires taking into account ambiguities
and multiple perspectives in a source and proposing potential
responses to contemporary challenges or issues. In Year

7 Economics and Business, this includes evaluating the
behaviours and skills of an entrepreneur.

Communicating and reflecting

Presenting information in a range of formats to suit the intended
audience and purpose. This includes essays, oral presentations,
debates, tables and cartoons. Reflecting on your skills is also
an important part of the process. In Year 7 Economics and
Business, this includes creating a profile of an entrepreneur.

5.2 SkillBuilder activity g3'/2\RULVI]E]

Investigating opportunity cost in sport

1. Read each scenario and identify the opportunity costs — the next best alternatives that the tennis player is

potentially giving up.

a. Entering major Grand Slam, where winning could earn significant ranking points and prize money. This is
scheduled for the same month as a smaller local tournament.
b. Participation in an exhibition match with a famous player, which would surely gain publicity.

2. Atennis player has the opportunity to sign a lucrative sponsorship deal with a sports brand. However, the
contract requires them to wear the brand’s gear exclusively for the next two years, limiting their freedom to
choose other endorsements. The deal offers significant financial gain but restricts the player’s flexibility.

a. What are the benefits of signing the sponsorship deal?

b. What is the opportunity cost of signing the deal (i.e., what is the player giving up)?
c. What are the benefits of not signing the sponsorship deal?

d. What is the opportunity cost of not signing the deal?
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3. Discuss the impact of opportunity costs on decision-making in tennis, or any other sport of your choice.

FIGURE 5 The Australian Open tennis tournament can give us lots to discuss
and even sporting scenarios can be linked back to economics.

5.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

M LEVEL1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,3,8 2,4,5,9 6,7,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is the basic economic problem?
A. Inflation
B. Scarcity
C. Unemployment
D. Trade
2. Which of the following is NOT one of the four main types of economic resources?
A. Land
B. Labour
C. Technology
D. Capital
3. What does opportunity cost refer to?
A. The money spent on a purchase
B. The next best alternative given up
C. The profit earned from an investment
D. The amount of time spent on a task
4. Which of the following is characteristic of a market capitalist economy?
A. Government controls all resources
B. Market negotiates prices for goods and services
C. Resources are shared equally among citizens
D. There is no private property
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5. What is specialisation in modern economies?
A. Focusing on the production of a limited range of goods or services
B. Equal distribution of resources
C. Government intervention in the market
D. Increasing the variety of products

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Define scarcity and explain its significance in economics.
7. What are the four main types of economic resources?
8. Describe the concept of opportunity cost with an example.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

9. Explain the role of specialisation in modern economies.
10. How do key economic indicators help measure economic performance?

SkillBuilder: Conducting research

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to locate, select and organise relevant data and information from a range of
sources. Conducting research is an integral part of the questioning and researching HASS skill.

53.1 Tellme

While studying Economics and Business, you will develop the skill of asking questions. Asking questions
will help you to complete research (through discovering or verifying knowledge about something).
Questioning relates to posing statements that require answers. You usually ask questions about what

is known and what is not known in order to improve your knowledge. Research is important because it
allows us to find out what is unknown and contributes to filling in gaps in our knowledge.

The following steps provide a useful guide to the process of writing questions and carrying out research:
e identify and understand the general task you are attempting to complete
¢ develop a series of specific questions that will help guide your research in the appropriate direction,
and help you determine the information you need
e |ocate appropriate sources of that information
e record relevant information from a range of sources
e present the information in an appropriate form.

5.3.2 Show me

Imagine that you have been asked to collect and organise data from various sources to research price
rises for a selected group of products. By following the steps below, you’ll develop the skills necessary
to understand economic trends and make informed conclusions.

Step 1
Identify the purpose of your research

Outline what you want to achieve. For example, you might want to understand how the prices of dairy
products have changed over the last five years.
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Step 2
Create specific research questions
Create questions that will guide your investigation, such as:
e How have the prices of milk, cheese and butter changed over the past five years?
e Are there any noticeable patterns or trends in price changes?
e What factors could have contributed to these price changes?
Step 3
Locate reliable information sources
Gather data from trusted sources such as:
e government reports on consumer prices
* market research publications
e online databases and reputable websites
e historical price records from retailers.
Step 4
Collect and organise data

As you collect data, take detailed notes and organise the information in a way that makes it easy to
understand.

TABLE 1 Price changes for 1 litre of full cream milk in a well-known Australian supermarket 2018-2025

Year Milk

2018 $1.20
2019 $1.30
2020 $1.40
2021 $1.60
2022 $1.80
2023 $1.90
2024 $2.00
2025 $2.20
Step 5

Analyse and present your findings

Present the collected data in tables, charts or graphs to show key patterns or differences. Draw relevant
conclusions based on your analysis and prepare a report summarising your findings.

You can then use the answers to present your information in the required form. For example, this may be
an oral report to the rest of the class, an essay to be marked by your teacher, a PowerPoint presentation
or any other format that is appropriate.

53.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activity to practise the skill of investigating.

RGO QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

Choose three everyday items such as a loaf of bread, a packet of rice or flour, or a kilogram of fruit of your
choice. Visit three different stores either in person or online (for example, a supermarket, a convenience store
and a local market) and record the price of the chosen items at each location.

Discuss any price differences you observed and hypothesise reasons for these variations (for example, store
location, brand, packaging). Present your information to your teacher and class.
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SkillBuilder: Interpretating and explaining graphs

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to interpret and explain a graph. Interpreting and explaining graphs is part of the
analysing HASS skill.

541 Tellme

Interpreting and analysing graphs is another skill that you will develop while studying Economics and
Business. This skill involves studying information to identify the main features or ideas. You may also be
able to determine how the parts relate to the whole. One way in which you might analyse in Economics
and Business is by interpreting information in a graph.

54.2 Show me

Line graphs are very useful for showing trends (patterns of change over time) and comparing data. When
analysing a line graph, first examine the heading — what does it tell you about the data contained in the
graph? Next, examine the key, which identifies what each of the lines on the graph represents. Then look
closely at the vertical and horizontal axes, which show you the variables as numbers, percentages, years
and so on.

FIGURE 1 Unemployment for a 10-year period in Australia

87 Read the title and
check the legend
. on the graph
What has happened overall?
Is there an increase?
6 -

A decrease or are the
lines ‘steady’?

5 —

4 \ Take notice of the axis.

What do they tell you?

Percentage of unemployment rate

When reading the lines on a graph you should be able to see an overall picture of what is happening;
that is, whether a particular variable has increased, decreased or remained steady over time. Examine
these lines closely — what changes do you see? If change has occurred over time, has it been steady
and gradual, or perhaps sudden and erratic? When examining a line graph, note down any patterns that
you identify. You will then be ready to complete your interpretation, which involves writing a paragraph to
summarise the information you have found in your analysis.
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5.4.3

Complete the following activity to practise the skill.

5.4 SkillBuilder activity JLNEI[[E

Let me do it

Analyse and interpret the following graph. Use what you have learned about the line graph (vertical axis and
horizontal axis and variables) to analyse what the graph tells you. Write a paragraph describing the trends shown.
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SkillBuilder: Evaluating a business plan

)

LEARNING INTENTION

T
P
&

P
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&

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to accurately and appropriately evaluate a business plan. Evaluating a business

plan is part of the evaluating HASS skill.

551 Tellme

Evaluating is to making overall judgements based on evidence. This is a skill that you might develop in
economics and business by looking at the benefits or advantages of something and then also considering
the costs or disadvantages of something. In this lesson we will evaluate a business plan.

55.2 Show me

TABLE 1 Business plan for a Sunny Café

Section

| Details

Business name
Location

Sunny Café
Main Street, Ballarat

Owner

Alex Johnson

(continued)
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TABLE 1 Business plan for a Sunny Café (continued)

Section Details

Mission statement

Provide a warm and inviting place for the community to enjoy delicious coffee, fresh
pastries, and friendly service

Products and services

Coffee: espresso, cappuccino, latte, iced coffee
Pastries: croissants, muffins, cookies
Snacks: sandwiches, salads

Market analysis

Serve local community including students, workers and families
Location on Main Street ensures steady stream of customers

Marketing strategy

Social media: Instagram, Facebook
Flyers and posters
Special offers: ‘Buy One Get One Free on coffee’

Financial plan

Startup costs: $10 000
Monthly expenses: $2000
Monthly revenue goal: $5000
Profit: $3000 per month

Conclusion

Sunny Café aims to be the go-to spot in Ballarat for a great cup of coffee and a relaxing
atmosphere

Alex’s business plan is a good one. However, it is not perfect. And it still needs to be evaluated. An
evaluation will include looking at the advantages and disadvantages of the plan. The process has been

started for you.

Advantages Disadvantages

Well-defined financial plan with clear startup costs and The start up costs could be broken down further. What

profit goals

do the start up costs actually include?

55.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

LR (LG E TR EVALUATING

1. List the benefits or strengths you can see for the business plan. For example, Alex is planning to operate as a
sole trader — this type of business is very suitable if Alex wants to maintain full control of the business and
wants to keep all the profit.

2. Next, identify the limitations that you can see in the business plan. For example, operating as a sole trader
means that the business is very reliant on Alex being able to operate the business every day.

3. Finally, what do you think? Should Alex go ahead with the business? Write down an evidence-based

conclusion.
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SkillBuilder: Writing a business case study

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able prepare, research, structure and write a business case study. Writing a business
case study is part of the communicating and reflecting HASS skill.

56.1 Tellme

When we communicate something, we are often using information and presenting it in a different format.
We also aim to make it interesting for whomever we are going to show it to. You will also need to use
terminology that is used by economists and people in the world of business.

5.6.2 Show me

The case study below has information from a variety of sources including the boost juice website. The
information has been organised into sections and contains dot points to highlight key achievements.

CASE STUDY
Boost Juice

Who is Boost Juice?

Boost Juice Bars is a global chain of retail stores selling fruit juice and smoothies. Boost Juice also sells snacks,
including banana bread, wraps and yoghurt. Janine Allis and her husband, Jeff, started the business in 2000 in
South Australia.

Why is Boost Juice successful?

Janine was inspired by a trip to the United States, where
juices and smoothies were common. Back in Australia, FIGURE 1 An image of a typical Boost bar — bright,
Janine found, ‘In shopping centres, there was nowhere to colourful and fun
get something healthy.” Using her trip to the United States ' *

as research, Janine explains, ‘I studied the concept of

smoothies and juice and took what | liked to develop a new | i ?] TN
concept in Australia called Boost.” The business started H’ i

small with just one shop in Adelaide.

Janine was very hands-on in setting up the business —
developing the structures, business plan and ethics that
were needed to grow the business. This meant getting
involved in every aspect: ‘| flew to Adelaide to open the
first store; | ran it, scrubbed the floors and really learned the
business.’

This modest start gave Janine the chance to test the market. To reach their goal of expanding their brand, Janine
focused on franchises, developing strong branding as a way to lure the best franchisees and to win customers.
‘I never had the intention of opening just one store, but you have to open the first one to work out the cost of
goods, your wages, expenses and income, and work out if you have a viable business.’

Running her own business was a risk, but it gave Janine a way to try to balance her work and home life and the
opportunity to work from home when her children were young. ‘When the time came to expand with a building
program on 15 to 18 sites, we sold the house and put the money into the business.’
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Other Information about Boost Juice

2000: Opened first Boost Juice (Adelaide)

2002: $1 million annual turnover

2008: 213 stores and on track for $100 million annual turnover

2014: 300 stores in 10 countries and annual turnover of more than $135 million

2022: Over 580 stores in 15 countries

Highest grossing company stores: Sydney and Melbourne airports

Highest grossing company franchisees: Chadstone and Pacific Fair Shopping Centres

Ethical and social responsibility: Boost uses paper cups that are renewable, sustainable and biodegradable,
and which are printed using non-toxic, food-safe inks and are not harmful to the environment. Boost Juice
has a tree planting and school fundraising program.

2025: Over 650 stores worldwide

A good business case study:

includes a profile of the business (the trading name and the products it sells)
explains some of the history of the business

gives reasons the business has been successful

covers any other issues or questions as required

includes extra information about the business

is of reasonable length (approximately 300 words)

is easy to read

is well presented.

56.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activity to practise this skill.

GG E TR COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Write your own business case study to communicate to your class about a business of your choice. Use the
following questions to guide you:

What is the name of the business and what products does it sell?

When and why did the owner start the business?

Does the owner consider themselves to be an entrepreneur?

What are the reasons for the success of the business?

Do any other issues or information need to be covered? These might include:
« Where the business is located and why it is located there

« Where the business is located and why it is located there

« how it develops or developed a high-quality product

« how it maintains quality service

« the promotion or advertising it uses

« the number of staff it employs

« who gave the business support and advice when the business was getting started
« Whether the business has a business plan (or ever had one)

« who manages the finances of the business and how they are managed

« in what ways the business is ethically and/or socially responsible.

140 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



KR Review

5.7.1 Key knowledge summary

Use this dot-point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

5.2 Economics and Business concepts and skills

Scarcity is the ‘basic economic problem’, and this involves society having limited resources available

to satisfy unlimited needs and wants.

The four main types of economic resources are land, labour, capital and enterprise.

Every choice made involves an opportunity cost, which is the next best alternative given up whenever

a choice is made.

All economies must make decisions about how resources will be allocated among producers and

what types of goods and services will be produced. This means economies must answer the three

economic questions: what to produce? How to produce? And for whom to produce?

Australia is a market capitalist economy, which means that most answers to the three economic

questions are made by the market (where buyers and sellers negotiate prices for goods and

services).

Governments may need to intervene in the economy to reduce inefficiencies.

Modern economies have developed a method of production called specialisation, where a worker,

business or nation focuses on the production of a limited range of goods or services to increase

production and provide a surplus that can be used to trade.

Participants in an economy are mutually dependent (or interdependent); that is, consumers, workers,

businesses and governments are reliant on each other.

Our economy and government have a number of economic objectives, including satisfying the needs

and wants of citizens by efficiently producing as many goods and services as possible, and achieving

low inflation, economic growth and full employment.

Economic performance can be measured through key economic indicators, including gross domestic

product, the unemployment rate and the inflation rate.

Standard of living refers to the quality of life of individuals or countries, and this is influenced by the

level of economic activity.

The skills you will develop across all your HASS subjects fall into four main groups:

» Questioning and researching involves posing statements that require answers, particularly in
regard to what is known and what is not known in order to improve your knowledge. Research is
important because it allows us to find out what is unknown and contributes to filling in gaps in our
knowledge.

« Analysing involves interpreting information to identify the main features or ideas, and then
examining the information closely to determine how the parts relate to the whole.

« Evaluating involves proposing explanations for events or issues and making overall judgements
based on the evidence.

» Communicating and reflecting involves presenting findings or representing information using an
appropriate format to suit a particular audience. The appropriate use of economics terminology
and business terminology is very important in this.
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5.7.2 Key terms

business any activity conducted by an individual or individuals to produce and sell goods and services to make
a profit

economic system a way of organising the production and distribution of the nation’s goods, services and
incomes

economics a social science (study of human behaviour) that analyses the decisions made by individuals,
businesses and governments about how limited resources are used to satisfy society’s unlimited needs

and wants

economic performance the measure of how well an economy is performing based on whether it is achieving its
economic objectives

entrepreneur a person who takes on a risk by starting a business with an idea, hoping to make a profit through
initiative and enterprise

franchise a business that gives the right to another person or business to sell goods or services using its name
interdependence the mutual dependence between participants in an economy; that is, the reliance of
consumers, workers, businesses and governments on each other

market where goods, services or resources are exchanged between buyers and sellers

market capitalist economy an economic system that relies on the market to allocate resources based on

the actions of consumers and producers, and where resources are generally owned by private individuals and
businesses

needs goods or services that consumers consider necessary to maintain their standard of living

opportunity cost the next best alternative given up whenever a choice is made

resource allocation decisions about how scarce resources are distributed among producers, and which types of
goods and services will be produced to satisfy wants and needs

resources items of value that we use to produce goods and services to satisfy needs and wants, which include
land, labour, capital and enterprise

scarcity the economic problem of having unlimited needs and wants, but limited resources to satisfy them

sole trader a person who owns and runs their own business, making all the decisions and keeping all the profits
specialisation a method of production where a worker, business or nation focuses on the production of a limited
range of goods or services in order to increase production and make the most efficient use of resources

wants goods or services that are desired in order to provide satisfaction to the user, but which are not necessary
for survival or to meet the basic standard of living in a community

learn

eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic
Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary

5.7.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revist the Inquiry question posed in the Overview.

Have you ever thought about how the choices you make every day can affect businesses and the whole
economy?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the questions? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so,how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to one of the inquiry questions, outlining your views.
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5.7

Review exercise

Learning pathways

M LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2
2,4,7,10,12 1,6,8,11, 14

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1.

What is one key issue in Australian economics?
A. Financial literacy
B. Business planning

B LEVEL 3
3,5,9,13,15

C. Balance between economic growth and environmental sustainability

D. Reasoning and problem-solving skills

A. It drives innovation and creates jobs.

. What best suits the role that technology plays in the workforce?

B. It does not change the types of jobs available and the skills needed.

C. It influences market trends.
D. It helps develop reasoning skills.

What is the primary learning intention of SkillBuilder: Conducting research?

A. To interpret and explain a graph

B. To locate, select and organise relevant data and information

C. To accurately evaluate a business plan

D. To communicate findings using an appropriate format
. Why is financial literacy crucial?

A. It enables informed decisions and helps build a resilient economy.

B. It helps maintain quality service.

C. It drives innovation and creates jobs.

D. It influences market trends.

What is the first good practice when researching?
A. Evaluating the benefits and costs of something.
B. Creating specific research questions.

C. Communicating findings in a suitable format.

D. Making overall judgements based on evidence.
What kind of trends can line graphs show?

A. Market analysis

B. Historical price records

C. Patterns of change over time

D. Business plans

Why is understanding the purpose of your research important?

A. It helps maintain quality service.
B. It drives innovation.

C. It keeps focused and on track.
D. It influences market trends.

How can interpreting a business plan best benefit a new business owner?

A. It ensures steady stream of customers.

B. It helps make informed decisions.

C. It identifies the main features or ideas.

D. It evaluates the advantages and disadvantages.

What is the significance of Australia’s connection to the global economy?

A. It drives innovation.
B. It influences market trends.
C. It prepares for the future job market.

D. It helps access new markets for goods and services.
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10. What is one approach suggested for presenting data in research?
A. Creating specific research questions
B. Using tables, charts, or graphs
C. Evaluating evidence
D. Making overall judgements

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. Explain how the balance between economic growth and environmental sustainability affects Australia.
12. Describe the process of investigating price changes for a selected group of products.

13. Explain how automation and artificial intelligence impacts the workforce in Australia.

14. What are the advantages of communicating findings using case studies in economics and business?

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

15. Evaluate the interdependence between households and businesses using the two-sector circular flow model
to explain.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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you made? Did you buy anything? Maybe you
paid for lunch or a bus ticket. Or perhaps you
are thinking about getting something like a new
watch or phone. Which store are you considering
and why? Is it a new or a well-known business?
A small shop or a big company?

Your decisions to buy things are influenced by
many factors. In this topic, you will explore
what affects your choices, especially for bigger
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SkillBuilder

Use our SkillBuilder activities to get instant
feedback on the HASS skills of:

® QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
® ANALYSING

e EVALUATING

® COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING
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TEEP] Needs and wants

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:

e describe the difference between needs and wants
outline the meaning of opportunity costs
explain how households and businesses work together
outline how goods and services meet those needs.

Tune in

You probably know the story of Aladdin, a boy who finds a magic lamp . .

with a genie that grants three wishes. FIGURE 1 Like Aladdin, we all have
things we wish for, but limited means

We can relate to Aladdin when thinking about our needs and wants, as for these wishes to be granted.

we all have wishes but limited resources.

1. Write a list of the three wishes (wants) you desire most and compare your
list with the rest of the class.

2. Discuss with your class which of your three wishes satisfied ‘needs’.
Which of your three wishes satisfied ‘wants’?

3. Explain the difference between needs and wants.

6.2.1 Needs and wants

Imagine you are alone on an island. To survive, you need essentials like food, clothing and shelter. These
are called basic needs. Besides these, you might want things to make life better, like a bed, a torch, a
fishing rod, a comb or a table and chair, and a mobile phone. These are called wants. While they would
be nice to have, you could survive without them.

Even on a desert island, there are things you need for survival. Can you identify some basic needs?

TABLE 1 Needs versus wants

Definition Examples Properties

Needs Goods or services Water, food, Finite list:
that are essential for shelter, air, clothing, ® They must be satisfied if life is to continue.
life medication ® They remain throughout life.

® They temporarily wane when satisfied.

Wants Non-essential goods Torch, bed, fishing Unlimited list:
and services rod, armchair, e |ife can continue without them.
toothbrush, mobile ® Wants change throughout life.
phone, laptop * New wants arise once others are satisfied.
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6.2.2 Goods and services

To meet our needs and wants, we buy goods and services. Goods are things we can see and touch,
like food, mobile phones, cars and clothes. Services are actions done for us, like those from doctors,
dentists, banks, mechanics and teachers.

If you were alone on a desert island, you would have to make or find everything you need and want. You’d
be a one-person economy, producing and consuming all the goods and services. In today’s world, we
usually rely on businesses to provide these goods and services.

FIGURE 2 As consumers, we can buy goods or services.

4

' e .@, @‘ |

SkillBuilder discussion

Questioning and researching

1. Make a list of the goods and services that you have bought or have been bought for you in the last week.
2. Are there any examples that are hard to categorise as a good or a service?

Relative scarcity

Producers need resources like machines, raw materials and people to meet consumer needs and wants.
These resources can be limited, creating relative scarcity. This means there aren’t enough resources to
satisfy everyone’s unlimited needs and wants.
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FIGURE 3 Scarcity happens when limited resources can’t meet our unlimited needs and wants.

Wants
ang Scarcity Rt(alre,oir%e)s
needs imite
(unlimited)

SkillBuilder discussion

Analysing

1. What happens when the resources we need are limited?
2. Why does scarcity occur in our economy?

3. How does scarcity affect our choices?

6.2.3 Opportunity cost

Since resources are limited but needs and wants are unlimited, consumers must make important choices,
like in Australia. Making this choice is known as opportunity cost.

For example, on the weekend, you might choose to play basketball with your team or go to the movies
with friends. If you pick basketball, you miss out on the movies.

Every choice has a cost, and consumers try to keep these costs low.

In another example, imagine you have a limited amount of money, for example $10, and you have to
decide how to spend it. You really want to buy a game that costs $10, but you also want to buy a book
that costs $10. Since you only have $10, you can only choose one of them. If you decide to buy the game,
you won’t have enough money to buy the book. The opportunity cost here is the book you didn’t buy
because you chose the game.

Opportunity cost exists because we have limited resources (like money, time or materials) but unlimited
wants and needs. We can’t have everything we want, so we have to make choices. Every time we make a
choice, we give up something else. The thing we give up is the opportunity cost.

So, in simple terms, opportunity cost is what you miss out on when you decide to do or buy something
else. It’s a way to understand that every decision has a cost, even if it’s not always about money.
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6.2.4 Producers and consumers
The economy is like a cycle. Producers make and sell goods and services, while consumers buy them.

Producers pay their employees and hope to make money from sales. This money is then used to buy
from other producers. Producers need consumers to buy from them, and consumers need producers to
provide what they want.

6.2.5 The relationship between businesses and consumers

SkillBuilder discussion In Au.straha, we meet our neet_:ls and wants by earmng money. This can come from
- working, government help or investments. We use this money to buy goods and
ct;Tn:ynlcatlng and services. When we work, we provide labour to make goods or services for others.
reflecting

When we spend money, we are consumers buying things we need or want. Every
day, we make choices like where to buy milk or how to get to school. These choices
affect what businesses make and influence the economy.

1. Look at FIGURE 4. Do you
think money makes the
world go round?

2. Is there too much or too FIGURE 4 shows the two-sector circular flow model. This illustrates how people trade

litle focus on money in work for money and use that money to buy goods and services.
our society?

FIGURE 4 The two-sector circular flow model shows the interrelationship between consumers and businesses.

Households

(consumers) Businesses

(producers)

Key
- Flow of money
> Flow of goods and services

1 Businesses are producers that make or supply goods and services that are distributed to households.
2 Consumers use cards and cash mostly to purchase goods and services.

Consumers are often also employed. This means that they have a job and provide businesses with their labour to produce
goods and services.

4 Employees receive money in the form of wages for their labour.
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6.2 SkillBuilder activity g:\\TANET][¢

Discuss with your parents or carers what they buy in a week. Collect data on needs and wants, then share with

your class.

1. List five goods and five services that you or someone you know may have purchased in the last week.

2. Identify the items listed as a need or a want, and organise them into categories — for example, food
or entertainment.

3. Investigate with your family approximately what proportion of their weekly budget they spend on each
category. (Some banking apps can also provide this information.)

4. Construct a pie chart showing this breakdown.

5. Share and discuss your findings as a class.

6.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

M LEVEL 1 M LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1,2,3,6 47,8 5,9, 10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is the difference between needs and wants? Identify all possible answers from the options provided.
A. Needs are non-essential goods and services, whereas wants are goods or services that are essential
for life.
B. Needs are goods or services that are essential for life, whereas wants are non-essential goods
and services.
C. Needs include food, water and shelter, and wants include designer clothes, a mobile phone and
a computer.
D. Needs include designer clothes, a mobile phone and a computer, while wants include food, water
and shelter.
2. ldentify two types of business that provide services.
A. Doctors
B. Car manufacturers
C. Clothing retailers
E. Mechanics
Identify three types of business that provide goods.
4. is the performance of mental or physical tasks in exchange for
It contributes to the production of goods and services.
5. Explain what is meant by opportunity cost.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Explain the role of a producer in the economy.

7. Explain the role of a consumer in the economy.

8. Explain how an individual can be both a producer and a consumer in an economy.
9. Describe one way that producers and consumers are dependent on each other.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

10. Assess whether the relationship between producers and consumers could succeed without money. Propose
what you think might happen if money didn’t exist.

o

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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ILE%] Responding to consumer demand

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e describe the role of producers
e outline the relationship between consumers and producers
e explain how consumer demand influences producers.

Tune in

1. Think about your favourite products and why you like them. Share a few examples with the class.
2. Look at the images below. What makes these products a lifestyle option or environmentally friendly? Why do you
think consumers might prefer these products over others?

FIGURE 1 Businesses need to respond to consumer demands.

A8/ s
-é‘ﬁf' R priss,

6.3.1 What consumers want

Any producer wishing to be successful in business must supply goods or services that match the needs
and wants of consumers. It is no use trying to sell something that nobody wants to buy. The ability to
understand and act on consumer preferences is an important skill for anyone wishing to go into business.

FIGURE 2 Consumer demand is based on needs and wants.

Consumer

= demand

6.3.2 The marketplace

A market is any organised exchange of goods and services for money. This can happen in a physical
marketplace such as a shopping centre, but it can also occur without any actual physical location. When
we purchase goods or services online or over the telephone, we are still participating in a market.
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FIGURE 3 The internet is an important tool that allows FIGURE 4 Hairdressers compete with each other in a market for
consumers to find out about goods and services available hairdressing services.
to them, and purchase them. )

A market provides a way for consumers to learn about goods and services, either by visiting shops or
websites. It also offers payment methods and delivery services. In physical shops, consumers pay with
cash, cards or smartphones, and receive their goods immediately. Online markets require online payment
and delivery services.

Markets can be categorised by the goods and services offered. For example, grocery markets have
businesses competing to provide various products, and takeaway food markets have restaurants offering
different choices. Shopping centres with multiple hairdressers create a market for hairdressing services.

6.3.3 Responding to consumer demand

How does a business owner find out what consumers want?

e Analyse the business’s sales: There is no point in stocking products that no-one wants to buy, so
business owners constantly monitor their sales to work out what is most popular and make sure they
can supply it.

e Carry out market research: This includes customer surveys to identify possible future consumer
preferences.

e Examine social trends: This requires finding out what sorts of issues people are concerned about
and then responding to those concerns. Examples include the desire for a healthy lifestyle,
environmentally friendly products and organic food.

Lifestyle and alternative options

We often hear that our lifestyle can harm our health and wellbeing. Obesity is increasing, and eating
unhealthy foods and not exercising can be dangerous. As people become aware of these health issues,
they seek healthier options when shopping. Producers respond by making their products seem as healthy
as possible.
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SkillBuilder discussion

Analysing

1

. Why do you think so many

new health products
and services are being
introduced in the market?

. What factors might be

influencing this growth?

. How can you analyse the

effectiveness of gyms and
personal trainers?

FIGURE 5 Gyms and personal trainers have increased in
number as consumers become more health conscious.

We see this often in food packaging. Phrases such as ‘low in cholesterol’, ‘98 per cent fat-free’ and ‘no

added sugar’ are designed to appeal to health-conscious consumers. In Australia, packaging laws require
all ingredients to be listed on food packets, allowing us to verify these claims and compare products.
While not all health claims are necessarily accurate, competition between similar products lets consumers
choose healthier options.

Concerns about health also lead to new goods and services in the market. Next time you visit a
supermarket or pharmacy, notice the huge number of vitamins and dietary supplements on sale. This
industry has grown rapidly, with significant spending on TV ads to promote new products. Additionally,
the number of gyms and personal trainers has increased as people seek healthier lifestyles. This growth in
health-related businesses illustrates how markets respond to consumer preferences.

Environmentally friendly products and packaging

Education has raised awareness about our environmental impact and the need to reduce pollution.
Businesses that use environmentally friendly methods to produce goods and services may appeal

more to consumers. You might have seen tuna cans labeled ‘pole and line caught’. This method avoids
accidentally catching other fish species, making it more environmentally friendly. Consumers have shown
a preference for such products.

SkillBuilder discussion

Evaluating

The population of bluefin
tuna in the ocean has
dramatically decreased
because of consumer
demand for it, with some
estimates saying that the
current population is now
only 4 per cent of what it
once was.

Is buying pole and line
caught tuna enough,

or should we be doing
more to protect the ocean
environment?

FIGURE 6 Consumers have shown a preference for
environmentally friendly methods of catching tuna.
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Environmentally friendly products include cosmetics from The Body Shop, which uses sustainable
production methods and avoids animal testing. Washing detergents often claim to be biodegradable, and
electrical goods have energy efficiency stickers. Some products, like soap and cosmetics, use recycled
plastic packaging. All of these are examples of producers responding to consumer concerns for the
environment. Another change is the decision by supermarket giants Coles and Woolworths to no longer
provide single-use plastic bags. These bags were not bio-degradable and often ended up in landfill or
waterways once discarded.

Organic food

The demand for organic food is growing as people look for healthy and environmentally friendly options.
Organic food is grown without pesticides, making it healthier and safer for the environment. Many
packaged foods now feature ‘organic’ labels to attract consumers. Successful businesses adapt to
consumer preferences and offer products that meet these needs.

FIGURE 7 Organic fruits and vegetables are seen to be both healthier and more environmentally friendly.

RGN COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

1. Visit your local supermarket and identify four food products that claim to be healthy options.
a. Explain what particular claim is made for each product.
b. How does the labelling for each product attempt to get across a healthy message?
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6.3 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,2,4,7 3,6,8,9 5,10, 11

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is a market?
A. A place where people buy and sell goods
B. A type of fruit
C. A sports event
D. A music genre
2. What are two ways a business owner can find out what consumers want to buy?
A. By guessing
B. By asking friends
C. By conducting surveys
D. By reading consumer reports
3. Identify two conditions that are needed for a market to work.
A. There must be buyers and sellers.
B. There must be a product to exchange.
C. There must be online access.
D. There must be advertising.
4. Market research means estimating future sales. True or false?
5. Why have virtual or online markets become popular?
A. They are more convenient.
B. They are more expensive.
C. They are more fun.
D. They offer less variety.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. ldentify two benefits that online markets have over physical markets.

7. Ildentify one way in which producers have responded to consumers’ desire for a healthy lifestyle.

8. Explain why the demand for organic food shows both a desire for healthy food options and an awareness of
environmental issues.

9. Explain why Coles and Woolworths no longer provide single-use plastic bags.

10. The types of businesses that operate in the hairdressing market include hairdressing salons; manufacturers of
shampoo, conditioners and hair dyes; manufacturers of scissors and combs; suppliers of electrical goods
such as hairdryers and electrical trimmers; towel suppliers; and furniture businesses. Identify as many
businesses as you can that operate in the following markets.

a. Takeaway food market
b. Bicycle sales and repairs market
¢. Gymnasium and fitness market

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

11. Markets for different products can affect each other. Explain how conditions in the market for apples may
affect the conditions in the market for apple juice.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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I Determining prices

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to explain the ways businesses set the price for their goods and services.

Tune in

Imagine you want to earn some extra money to buy
a new video game. You plan to bake and sell cookies
outside your house.

1. How do you decide the price to sell them for?
2. What factors do you need to think about?

FIGURE 1 If you want to make a profit on your chocolate chip
biscuits, what do you need to factor in when setting
the price?

L)

6.4.1 Deciding on price

One of the most important decisions that any business owner
has to make is how much to charge for their goods and
services. This will have a major impact on the success of the
business, as prices set too high may drive away potential
customers, while prices set too low may make it difficult to

achieve a profit.

Businesses can work out their prices in several ways, such as:

e using the recommended retail price
following price leaders
e using percentage mark-ups

e pricing according to what the market will bear

e offering quotes to customers.

6.4.2 Recommended retail price

FIGURE 2 Electrical goods often have a
recommended retail price.

Sometimes the manufacturer of a product may provide

a recommended price that can be used by retail businesses selling that product to consumers.
Manufacturers of electrical goods often do this. This price is known as the recommended retail price
(RRP). Such a price can only be a recommendation, as it is illegal in Australia for any manufacturer
to dictate the selling price. Nevertheless, the RRP can be a useful guide to the retail business owner,

particularly when starting a new business.
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6.4.3 Price leaders

Some businesses are more influential in a particular market than others. These businesses are often price
leaders — they set the prices rather than follow the prices of others. In the food and grocery market,

the two big supermarket chains (Coles and Woolworths) tend to be price leaders. To survive, smaller
supermarkets must compete with at least some of the prices of those larger stores, so their owners will
carefully monitor the price leaders. All businesses need to adjust their prices from time to time to ensure
they can compete. They will often look to price leaders as a guide to what is a reasonable price. For
example, when Coles and Woolworths lowered milk prices to $1 a litre in 2011, other suppliers had to
follow suit. This practice still happens today.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 3 Large supermarkets are often price leaders in the grocery

market.

Analysing

Why do you think these

larger stores have so

much influence on prices?

. How do you think this
affects smaller businesses
and their customers?

. Can a low price be both
good for consumers and a
business?

1.

o s o i o

6.4.4 Cost plus pricing

- ; percentage mark-up) on products is used
product by adding a certain amount of money to the cost of to cover business expenses and provide a
making the product. For example, if it costs $10 to make a toy profit to the business owner.
and the business wants to make a $5 profit, they will sell the toy
for $15.

This $5 is used to cover the other costs of the business, such
as wages and electricity bills, and to contribute to the
business’s profits. The business owner has to calculate an
appropriate amount to allow this to happen.

6.4.5 Discount pricing

This is when a business lowers the price of a product for a short

period of time to attract more customers. For example, if a shirt

usually costs $20, the store might sell it for $15 during a sale. By offering products at a lower price for a
limited time, businesses can create a sense of urgency and encourage customers to make a purchase.
This strategy can also help clear out old inventory and make room for new products.
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SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 5 A business aims to increase sales and

number of customers through discount pricing.

Questioning and
researching

1. How do you think discount
pricing might impact the
way customers shop and
the business’s overall
sales?

2. Can you think of any
potential downsides to
this approach?

6.4.6 Competitor pricing
FIGURE 6 Businesses monitor the prices of their
This is when a business sets the price of its product based competitors and can offer to match prices to

on what other businesses are charging for similar products. win customers.
For example, if one store sells a book for $10, another store
might sell the same book for $9 to attract more customers.

By setting prices based on what other businesses are
charging for similar products, a business can attract
customers who are looking for the best deal. This strategy
can help a business gain market share and build customer
loyalty. Prices can be set to match or be lower than
competitors’ prices.

6.4.7 Quotes

Many service businesses will set a price by offering
a quote to a consumer to perform certain work. A FIGURE 7 Trades:people SL_Jch as electricians often use
business such as a plumber or electrician might find ‘ (RS determne 13 prices th?y\fharge'
that the amount of labour and the cost of materials & ' e

used can vary from job to job. Preparing a quote for
each new job may be a better way to determine the
price. A quote is an estimate of the costs involved in an
individual job, plus a certain amount so the business
makes a profit. Consumers will sometimes seek out
quotes from a number of competing businesses before
choosing one.

160 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



6.4.8 Pricing changes based on changing technology

As technology advances, it can impact
the prices of products and services. FIGURE 8 When a new model phone is released, older versions can
be discounted.

For example, when a new smartphone
model is released, the price of older
models often goes down. This is because
the new model has better features and
technology, making the older models less
desirable. Additionally, advancements in
manufacturing technology can reduce
production costs, allowing companies to
lower prices while maintaining profitability.

6.4.9 Pricing changes based on seasonal factors

Seasonal factors also play a role in setting
prices. For instance, during the summer, FIGURE 9 When strawberries are in season, there is a lot of stock and

the demand for air conditioners and fans prices go dOW
increases, which can lead to higher prices. "
Conversely, in the winter, the demand for
these products decreases, and prices
may drop. Similarly, holiday seasons like
Christmas or Easter can cause prices to
fluctuate. Retailers often increase prices
before the holiday season and then offer
discounts during sales events to attract
more customers.

Fresh produce can also be cheaper when
in season as there is a lot of stock, and
become more expensive when it is harder
to source.

GG ET@ETH I ANALYSING

1. Analyse the list of products below:
® a Ferrari car
® cornflakes
® private healthcare
® school fees
® bread
® newspapers
® petrol
® ahouse.
2. ldentify the price at which each item sells.
3. Discuss why these items (and others) may be priced the way they are.
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6.4 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,2,8,6 4,7,8 5,9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is a recommended retail price?
a. The price at which a product is sold in bulk.
b. The price suggested by the manufacturer for sale to the public.
¢. The price at which a product is sold at a discount.
d. The price that includes taxes and duties.
2. What makes a business a price leader?
a. The ability to produce goods at the lowest cost.
b. Dominance in the market due to innovative products.
c. The power to influence the market price by being the first to set it.
d. The largest number of retail locations.
3. How would a tradesperson calculate a quote for a customer?
a. By guessing the cost based on previous jobs.
b. By calculating the total cost of labour and materials, then adding a profit margin.
c. By asking the customer for their budget.
d. By checking competitors’ prices and undercutting them.
4. How does technology affect pricing?
5. A manufacturing business can force retailers to sell at the recommended retail price. True or false?

ANALYSE AND APPLY

Explain why setting the ‘right’ price is important to a business owner.
Explain how a price leader can affect other businesses in a market.
Explain the advantage to a business of discount pricing.

Define competitor pricing and how it can benefit a business.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

10. In 2011, Coles and Woolworths both lowered the price of a litre of milk to $1. Discuss why they might have
done this.

© o N

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

TN Inquiry: Consumer behaviour

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to identify and describe the factors that influence economic decision-making within
consumer and financial contexts.

Background

In this inquiry, you will investigate contemporary economic and business issues surrounding consumer
and business behaviour.
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Before you begin

Access the Inquiry rubric in the digital documents section of the Resources panel to guide you in
completing this task at your level. At the end of the inquiry task, you can use this rubric to self-assess.

FIGURE 1 A poster with two cans of soft drinks

\ S

Inquiry steps
Step 1: Questioning and researching
Discuss the following:

1. Why do we buy the things that we buy?
2. What do businesses do to try to persuade us to buy products?

Consider the advertisement provided. Who is this aimed at?
Explain how it is trying to influence a consumer.
Step 2: Analysing
Name a similar or substitute product to the one shown. Using a Venn diagram or table comparison,
answer the following questions:
e What is the same about the products?
What is different?
Why are there differences?

Which product is most innovative?
Which product would you choose and why?

Step 3: Evaluating

Working in a small group, select a well-known advertisement for a product. You may use an online, TV,
magazine or social media example.

Examine the advertisement. Identify the target market and the market segments it is aimed at.

Step 4: Communicating and reflecting

Use the information gathered from your survey to prepare an oral presentation and PowerPoint
presentation on shopping preferences by your selected group of people.
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K] Review

6.6.1 Key knowledge summary

6.2 Needs and wants

e We purchase goods and services to satisfy our needs and wants.

e Employees provide labour to businesses and receive money in return, enabling them to purchase
goods and services from other businesses.

¢ Opportunity cost exists because we have limited resources (like money, time or materials) but
unlimited wants and needs. Every time we make a choice, we give up something else. The thing we
give up is the opportunity cost.

6.3 Responding to consumer demand

e A market is any organised exchange of goods and services for money, with many different markets
operating in the economy as a whole.

¢ Markets in Australia are influenced by what consumers wish to buy, including products that are
healthy and environmentally friendly.

6.4 Determining prices

e Businesses can set their prices by using the recommended retail price, following price leaders, and
using cost plus pricing, discount pricing and competitor pricing.
e Technology and seasonal factors such as time of year and holiday periods also influence prices.

6.6.2 Keyterms

business an organisation that provides goods and/or services to consumers in order to make a profit
consumer a person or group who is the final user of goods and services produced within an economy

cost plus pricing when a business decides how much to charge for a product by adding a certain amount of
money to the cost of making the product.

customer survey the polling of customers to identify their level of satisfaction with the business’s products and
quality of service

employees people who work for a wage or salary

goods physical items that satisfy needs and wants

income money earned through employment or investment

labour the human skills and effort required to produce goods and services

needs goods or services that consumers consider necessary to maintain their standard of living

opportunity cost the next best alternative given up whenever a choice is made

producer an individual or business involved in the production of goods and services

profit what remains after all business expenses have been deducted from the money that has been collected
from selling goods or services

retail a business that sells goods and services to consumers

services actions done for you by others to satisfy your needs and wants

target market a market at which a product is deliberately aimed

wants goods or services that are desired in order to provide satisfaction to the user, but which are not necessary
for survival or to meet the basic standard of living in a community

wellbeing an overall measure of quality of life
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6.6.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

How do businesses use limited resources to meet the endless needs and wants of people, while selling
what customers want to buy and setting the right prices to stay competitive in the market?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.

learn
Post-test Online post-test
eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic

Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary

6.6 Review exercise

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 M LEVEL 2 B LEVEL 3
1,5,6,8,9, 11 2,3,7,12,14 4,10,13,15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is the primary purpose of a business?
A. To provide goods and services solely for free
B. To make a profit
C. To employ as many people as possible
D. To create as many products as possible
2. What is one way that producers and consumers depend on each other?
A. They want each other’s money.
B. Producers pay the consumers who buy from them.
C. Consumers rely on producers to provide goods and services.
D. Consumers try to satisfy both needs and wants.
3. A market can work effectively only if:
A. consumers can find out about the goods or services available for sale.
B. consumers can use credit cards.
C. businesses employ enough consumers to provide the labour they need.
D. it can satisfy the needs and wants of all consumers.
4. Which of the following best describes opportunity cost?
A. The cost of missed opportunities
B. The potential benefit given up when choosing one alternative over another
C. The expense of buying a second-hand product
D. The price of goods during a sale
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5. What impact do consumers’ preferences have on markets?
A. They have no impact.
B. They only affect small businesses.
C. They influence what products are available.
D. They determine government policies.

6. How do businesses find out about their customers’ preferences?
A. By providing healthy products
B. By importing cheaper goods from overseas
C. By carrying out market research
D. By supporting environmentally sustainable production

7. Cost plus pricing is used by a business because it allows the business owner to:
A. make a much larger profit.
B. avoid using recommended retail prices.
C. keep prices close to those of price leaders.
D. cover all business expenses and make a profit.

8. How do seasonal factors influence pricing?
A. Prices remain constant throughout the year.
B. Prices fluctuate based on demand during different seasons.
C. Prices are reduced in summer only.
D. Prices increase solely during winter.

9. What strategy do businesses use to attract customers when they lower product prices temporarily?
A. Competitor pricing
B. Discount pricing
C. Cost plus pricing
D. Recommended retail pricing

10. What does the term ‘goods’ refer to in an economic context?

A. Services provided by doctors and teachers
B. Physical items that satisfy needs and wants
C. Actions performed to assist others
D. Investments and financial assets

ANALYSE AND APPLY
Read the following case study and then answer questions 11-14.

Vanessa operates a kitchenware business. She sells cooking utensils, plates, cutlery and kitchen appliances.
Vanessa employs three people in her shop, which is located in a busy shopping centre. There is no other
specialist kitchenware retailer in the shopping centre, but there is a supermarket that sells some kitchen utensils
and an electrical retailer selling some kitchen appliances.

11. Outline the advantages Vanessa might have in the local market for kitchenware.

12. Identify and explain one method Vanessa can use to identify the preferences of her customers.

13. Which businesses in this market are likely to be price leaders in the kitchenware market? Justify your answer.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

14. If Vanessa decides to use cost plus pricing to determine the prices she charges, identify two factors she will
have to consider in her price.

15. Explain how businesses determine the prices of their goods and services. Provide at least two methods and
describe how each method works.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

Why do businesses innovate and
respond to opportunities?

What makes entrepreneurs different
from other business owners?

There are different types of businesses, but

they all seek to identify and respond to market
opportunities and give customers what they
need. Sometimes this is done by innovating a
product, process or technology. This is a strength
of entrepreneurs, who can see a gap and take

a risk.

learn

Pre-test
Online pre-test

eWorkbook

Customisable worksheets for this topic
Digital document
Key terms glossary
Video eLesson
What is economics?

NS
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
- ~ HASS skills:

QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
ANALYSING

EVALUATING

COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

-
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TPl Types of businesses

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e compare different types of businesses
e explain why people choose one form of business over another.

Tune in

Starting a business involves decisions
about its size, number of stores and FIGURE 1 Westfield Carousel, located in Perth, houses over 350 businesses.

how it will be run. [ YA —

1. What are some amenities commonly
found in large shopping centres?

2. How do large shopping centres
impact local businesses?

3. What are the advantages of shopping
at a very large shopping centre?

7.2.1  Why businesses exist

Starting a business is hard and risky. If it fails, the owner could lose money, so the decision must be
made carefully.

Businesses are often started by people who want to achieve one or more of the following:

e To make a profit: A successful business can earn the owner more money than a regular job.

e To fill a gap in the market: A gap in the market means a good or service that is not being provided at
all or not being provided in the local area.

e To meet a social need: Some people start businesses to help with social issues. For example, the
owners of Thankyou Water saw that many people didn’t have clean drinking water. They used their
profits to help fix this. While Thankyou no longer makes single-use water bottles, it still works to end
poverty by funding projects through other products.

e To extend a hobby: Some business owners start a business based on a hobby they enjoy, especially
as they near retirement. This could include being a handyman or setting up a gardening business or
a bookstore.

e To provide employment: Businesses often have employees. Some are started to provide jobs for local
people, young people, or people who are disabled or elderly.

Every business needs a type of ownership structure, no matter why it starts.
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7.2.2 Three main forms of business ownership

A business owner can choose different types of ownership. The three main types are:
e sole trader (one person)
e partnership (a group)
e corporation (owned by shareholders).

Businesses can also be cooperatives or franchises.

FIGURE 2 Many types of businesses are possible.

Sole trader

A sole trader is a business owned by one person, though they can hire others. These are usually small
businesses like cafés, hairdressers, plumbers or electricians.

SkillBuilder discussion

Analysing

1. Who owns a sole trader
business?

2. What is the simplest form
of business structure?

3. What is the owner’s
responsibility in a sole
trader business?

The sole trader keeps all the profit made by the business but is responsible for any losses. This is called
unlimited liability, meaning they might have to sell personal items like their house to cover debts. Sole
traders are often called entrepreneurs, and the business usually has one person’s name, like Mario’s Café.

TABLE 1 Advantages and disadvantages of a sole trader business

Simple and low cost to start Unlimited liability
Owner has full control and keeps all profit Owner must perform multiple roles
Minimum regulations Long hours because success depends on effort
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Partnership

A partnership is a business owned by
two or more people, called partners. They
share profits and losses equally and make
decisions together.

Some partnerships can have only two T -
partners, while some have over 400. T Rl S Wy B Y g
: g ] N WS o ESPRE

Partners don’t have to work for the i - - e | § caPPUC
business (they are known as silent — —= . \ ‘
partners). Profits are shared between
partners based on how much money they
contributed to start the business.

Partnerships are common among doctors,
accountants and lawyers. The business
name often includes the partners’ names,
like Kennedy & Lee Lawyers. Like sole
proprietors, partnerships have unlimited
liability, meaning partners are responsible for debts. A partnership can start with a verbal agreement, but
it's better to have a written one. This agreement says how profits will be shared, how decisions will be
made and what happens if the partnership ends.

TABLE 2 Advantages and disadvantages of a partnership

Inexpensive and simple form of ownership Unlimited liability

Partners can share the responsibility for decision- Finding suitable partners can also be difficult
making, the risks and the workload

Partners can pool their finances and their expertise Disputes between the partners can arise
Minimal government regulation Future of business can become complicated if

partners decide to leave

Corporation

A corporation, or company, is owned by shareholders. In Australia, corporations are incorporated, making
the business a separate legal entity. This means the corporation, not the shareholders, is responsible for
its debts.

Corporations have limited liability, so shareholders only lose the money they invested if the business
can’t pay its debts.

Corporations can be public or private. Public corporations allow anyone to buy or sell shares. They may
be listed on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX). Private corporations, often family-owned, restrict
who can buy shares. Public companies must have ‘Limited’ (Ltd) after their name, while private companies
use ‘Proprietary Limited’ (Pty Ltd).

TABLE 3 Advantages and disadvantages of a corporation

Advantages Disadvantages
Attract finance by selling shares Complex to establish and set up
Can continue after an owner of the business sells Strict laws outline the operation of corporations

their shares

Large corporations can become very inefficient
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SkillBuilder discussion

Evaluating

McDonald’s has almost

40 000 franchises

worldwide. Where do you

think most of them are?

. Why do you think
McDonald’s franchises are
S0 successful?

. Study the images in
FIGURE 6. Why do these
McDonald’s look different
from each other?

1.

7.2.3 Alternative forms of business ownership

Sole traders, partnerships and corporations are not the only ways to run a business. A business can also
be a cooperative, owned by the people it serves, or a trust, where someone manages property for the
members. After choosing a type, a business owner can also run their business as a franchise.

Cooperative

In a cooperative, people come
together to share resources for a FIGURE 5 The Dairy Farmers Milk Co-operative is an example of a farming
cooperative.

common goal. Common examples
include farmers, community
education centres and credit unions.
Cooperatives help members use their
expert knowledge to manage their
work and reduce costs by working
together.

One example is the Dairy Farmers
Milk Co-operative, which describes
itself as ‘farmers helping farmers’. It
has over 200 members from more
than 100 farms across Australia,
supplying over 150 million litres of
milk each year to Bega Dairy and
Drinks.

There are many types of cooperatives for different purposes, like housing, consumers and workers.
Retailers’ cooperatives buy in bulk to get discounts, helping local grocery stores, hardware stores
and pharmacies.

Franchise

A franchise isn’t a form of ownership, but it's a popular way to run a business. A franchisor is the person
or group that gives others the right to use their business name and products. The franchisee is the person
who buys the franchise by paying a fee. Franchisees can run their business as a sole proprietorship,
partnership or corporation.
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TABLE 4 Advantages and disadvantages of a franchise

Advantages Disadvantages

Established brand recognition Limited control over business decisions
Training and support from franchisor Ongoing royalty fees

Lower risk of business failure Restrictions on creativity and innovation
Marketing and advertising support Dependence on franchisor’s success

7.2.4 Choosing the best form of ownership

A business owner can choose from different types of ownership when starting a business. They need to
think about what they prefer and the pros and cons of each type. For example, someone who likes to
work alone and wants an easy set-up might pick a sole proprietorship. A person wanting to sell products
across Australia or overseas might choose a company structure. As a business grows and its goals
change, the owner may need to rethink the best type of ownership for their business.

A QTG E T EVALUATING, COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Work with a partner to complete the following:

1. Complete some of your own research about the different types of businesses.

2. Using this information, summarise three advantages and three disadvantages of each form of business
ownership using a table such as the one provided.

Business ownership type Advantage Disadvantage

3. Discuss an idea for a business with your partner. Write a paragraph on what you might sell, who you might
sell to, and where you might be located.

4. Choose an appropriate type of ownership for the business. Write a paragraph to justify why this type of
ownership will suit you best.

5. Present your idea and your chosen business ownership to your class.

7.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 M LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1,2,38,5 4,6,8 7,9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Identify the difference between a sole trader and a partnership.
a. A sole trader has unlimited liability but a partnership does not.
b. A partnership has unlimited liability but a sole trader does not.
c. A sole trader has only one owner and a partnership has two or more owners.
d. There is no difference.
2. A partnership has unlimited liability. True or false?
3. Explain what is meant by a franchise.
4. List five examples of franchise businesses.

174 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



5. Circle the correct options to complete the sentences. Unlimited / Short-term / Limited / Fixed / Financial
liability means that the owner(s) of a business can be held personally responsible for the business’s debts.
Unlimited / Short-term / Limited / Fixed / Financial liability means that if the business cannot pay its debts,
shareholders in the corporation will only lose the money they have invested.

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Distinguish between a franchise and a co-operative.

7. ‘The public corporation ownership structure allows access to greater finance but can lead to a loss of control
of a business.’ Discuss this statement.

8. Define ‘partnership’.

9. List the possible consequences of the partners of a business having a dispute.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE
10. Evaluate the benefits of operating a business as a franchisee.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.

I &] INnnovation and technology

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain the reasons businesses seek to build or create a competitive advantage
e describe how businesses innovate and differentiate products and services from competitors.

Tune in

Consider the computer in FIGURE 1. Apple
considered this computer as ‘revolutionary’. It FIGURE 1 An Apple IIGS, which was released in 1986 and
had a 16-bit processor and 256 KB of memory discontinued in 1992

(this was expandable to 8 MB at significant
cost).

It also boasted the best graphics — with 4096
different colours and 259 of them could be
shown on screen at any one time!

1. What do you notice about this computer
compared to the last one you used?

2. This was considered innovative when it was
released. What does this tell you about how
innovation is related to change?

3. How did the introduction of personal

el S o AN NN

computers in the 1980s spark innovation and T
change within various industries? ~ o = e

7.3.1  Defining innovation

Innovation means finding new and better ways of doing things. This can include creating new products,
improving existing ones, or changing how products are made or delivered. Often this innovation
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uses technology to improve products or processes. As Australian businesses compete globally, they need
innovation to gain an advantage over competitors.

FIGURE 2 Innovation involves many skills and processes.
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7.3.2 Types of innovation

Two common types of innovation are product innovation and process innovation:
e Product innovation: This happens when a new product is made or an existing one is improved. For
example, TVs have been updated with smart functions, 3D display and rollable screens.
e Process innovation: This occurs when the production process of a product or service is improved.
For example, robots are used to make cars more efficiently.

7.3.3 ldentifying needs and gaps in the market

In order to innovate, businesses need to know what consumers want. They do this by identifying needs
and gaps through gathering feedback from customers, analysing the practices of other companies or
monitoring national and global trends. For instance, at a local level, they may observe a growing concern
for environmental sustainability among consumers, prompting them to develop eco-friendly products such
as compostable packaging or solar power systems.

In Western Australia, an example of this is the expansion of solar energy companies. The region’s

high amount of sunshine makes it an ideal location for solar power. Companies such as Synergy have
developed solar energy solutions for residential and commercial use, helping individuals and businesses
to use solar energy rather than fossil fuels.

The demand from customers in any market can change due to:

e Changing incomes: More income means more demand for luxury items, less income means
less demand.

e Changing tastes and fashions: They can increase or decrease demand for certain products.

e Changing prices of complementary and substitute goods: These are products that go together (like
cars and petrol) or can replace each other (like tea and coffee).

e Changing population: Age and gender distribution impacts demand, like an ageing population
demands more health products.

e Changing expectations about the market: Customers act based on expected future prices
and incomes.

e Changes in the number of potential customers: More customers often mean greater demand.

Due to the nature of the competitive market, businesses need to create a competitive advantage to meet
these changing demands before competitors do.
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SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 3 Nike has created a competitive advantage by focusing on social media, including its
own social network (Nike+), and introducing Nike concept stores.

Evaluating

1. How does Nike use social
media and Nike+ to stay
ahead in the market?

2. What impact do Nike
concept stores have on
customer experience and
brand loyalty?

3. How can other businesses
learn from Nike’s use
of technology to drive
innovation?

7.3.4 Using technology to improve efficiency

Innovation can also occur when a business uses
technology to make their business more efficient. For
example, ride-sharing services like Uber have simplified
the process of transportation. By using an app, you can
locate a nearby driver and be picked up at your current
location. This innovation has transformed the way we
travel, making it more convenient and efficient than
having to find and flag down a taxi.

FIGURE 4 Food delivery apps are a recent innovation
in the market.

Another example is food delivery services, which use
technology to improve the delivery process. Customers
can order food through an app from their preferred
restaurant and have it delivered to their homes. Before
this, consumers could only order direct from individual
restaurants.

7.3.5 Developing new products and services

When businesses identify an opportunity, they often develop new products or services to meet the
demand. For example, electric vehicles are becoming increasingly popular due to their environmental
benefits and potential to reduce pollution. Companies such as BYD and Tesla have created electric cars
that are not only eco-friendly but also competitively priced, meeting the demand from consumers.

7.3.6 Innovation in retail

Online shopping has changed the way we buy things. Businesses have created websites and apps
where customers can look at and buy products without leaving their homes. This convenience has made
shopping easier and faster, leading many companies to improve their online presence.

In Australia, businesses like supermarket and fashion stores have embraced online shopping.
Supermarkets offers online shopping with the choice to pick up or have delivered quickly to your door.
Fashion retailers such as the Iconic, allows customers to explore and buy clothes from a variety of brands
online, making it simple for people to buy products without visiting multiple stores in person.

These innovations in technology make it easier and quicker for people to shop, increasing sales for
businesses.
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AR QTG E T QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING

Undertake research to identify a business that has engaged in either product innovation or process innovation.
Use your research to complete the following.

a. Name the business.

b. Outline the nature of the business’s innovation.

c. ldentify the innovation as either product or process innovation.

d. Explain how this innovation has helped the business establish a competitive advantage.

7.3 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
1,5,6 2,3,4,7 8,9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What is a competitive market?
A. One in which a large number of businesses are selling different products
B. One in which a small number of businesses are competing with each other to satisfy the demands of a
large number of customers
C. One in which a large number of businesses are competing with each other to satisfy the demands of a
large number of customers
D. All of the above
2. List the factors that can cause the demands of customers in a market to change.
3. Which of the following is an example of product innovation?
A. Implementing robots in car manufacturing
B. Creating a new smart TV with 3D display features
C. Developing a new software for efficient delivery management
D. Using solar panels in commercial buildings
4. a. Define ‘innovation’.
b. Identify two examples of innovation in business.
A business would seek a competitive advantage because it’s the law to do so. True or false?
6. Which of the following is an example of innovation in business?
A. Developing ideas for a new product or service
B. Improving an existing product or service
C. Changing the way that a product or service is produced or delivered
D. All of the above

ANALYSE AND APPLY

7. What are some ways businesses can gather information to identify market needs and gaps?
8. Consider each of the following cases and explain how:
a. an increase in people’s income would affect the demand for jewellery
b. an increase in the number of people concerned about the environment would affect demand for plastic
bags
c. a surge in the price of petrol would affect demand for large cars
d. a fall in the price of butter would affect the demand for margarine.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

9. Other than product and process innovation, describe how else a business might engage in innovation.
10. Suggest three sources of information a business could use to conduct an analysis of the trends in the
market including their customers’ needs and wants and their competitors’ products.

o

178 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



I EY The role of entrepreneurs

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e explain what an entrepreneur does
e describe the skills they bring to businesses in Australia.

Tune in

The word ‘entrepreneur’ is used a lot in business, but .
what is an entrepreneur? What does an entrepreneur look ~ FIGURE 1 What is an entrepreneur?
like? How do you know if someone is an entrepreneur?

Being an entrepreneur is one way that a person can work
and earn an income.

1. Brainstorm the skills and qualities that an entrepreneur
might have and share these with your class.

2. Make a list of famous or well-known entrepreneurs.

3. Next to your list of names, write down what you think the
entrepreneur is mainly known for.

7.4.1 What is an entrepreneur?

An entrepreneur could be someone just like you. Entrepreneurs use their skills, knowledge and attitudes
to turn ideas into actions. In Australia, the government supports people to start their own businesses and
bring their ideas to life.

Entrepreneurs have certain characteristics. They:

e persist in doing something about an opportunity they have recognised
are not afraid to search for opportunities to promote their ideas
thrive on the challenge of creating their own successful business
¢ have a problem-solving mindset
¢ are not afraid of taking risks to demonstrate leadership and teamwork
e are innovative.

An entrepreneur is someone who has an idea and turns it into a business. How old do you need to
be? Any agel! If you have a good idea and the drive to make it happen, you could be like these young
entrepreneurs who have had big success stories:
e Sleepwear company, Night Sweet Thing, was started in 2019 by friends Bridey and Gandhari from
New South Wales, Australia. They used TikTok to promote their business during COVID-19.
¢ Blake Garrett started his school software company, School Bytes, in 2015 when he was 17. He came
up with the idea after hearing his school’s office staff complain about their old system.
e Subway sandwich shops were the brainchild of 17-year-old US-based Fred DelLuca.
e Rip Curl, an Australian company, was started up in the Australian backyard of surfers Brian Singer
and Doug Warbrick.
e Dell Computers was set up when 18-year-old Michael Dell realised it was a lot cheaper to build
computers than to buy them ready made.
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¢ Poppy King founded Poppy Industries at age 18 after recognising the gap in the market for

matte lipstick.

e Molly Whiticker-Ferrie was aged 14 when she started her Melbourne-based business, Fairy Friends
Forever, which specialised in birthday parties for girls.

Richard Branson

Richard Branson started the Virgin Group, which
has companies such as an airline and a mobile
phone network. He began his first business at age
16, a student magazine. You might know him for
his fun stunts when launching new projects, like his
idea for space travel.

Branson is passionate and listens to his staff and
customers. He carries a notebook to write down
ideas and shares future plans with his team to
inspire them to do their best.

Lorna Jane Clarkson

Lorna Jane Clarkson started the activewear brand,
Lorna Jane. While working as a dental therapist,
she made leotards and noticed people wanted
stylish workout clothes. In 1993, she and her
husband, Bill, opened their first store. Now, they
have over 130 stores worldwide.

The Clarksons took a risk by focusing on fitness
clothing, even when others thought it was a small
market.

Melanie Perkins

Melanie Perkins co-founded Canva, an online
graphic design tool that has revolutionised the field
of digital design. Born and raised in Perth, Melanie
displayed entrepreneurial spirit from a young

age. During her time at the University of Western
Australia she came up with the idea of creating a
simple graphic design platform after noticing the
difficulties students faced with complex design
software. She founded Canva in 2013 with Cliff
Obrecht and Cameron Adams.

Canva has become one of the fastest-growing
technology companies. It boasts millions of
users worldwide and offers services in multiple

FIGURE 2 Richard Branson

languages. Perkins’ innovative approach to business and her commitment to empowering others through
design have earned her numerous accolades and recognition in the entrepreneurial community.
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SkillBuilder discussion

Questioning and researching

1. How did Melanie Perkins’ early life influence her idea for Canva?
2. How has Canva’s simple design tool changed the graphic design industry?
3. What lessons can new business owners learn from Melanie Perkins’ success with Canva?

7.4.2 The difference between a business owner and an entrepreneur

We’ve seen examples of famous entrepreneurs, but what’s the difference between a business owner and
an entrepreneur? Both run businesses and help the Australian economy, but they act differently.

Business owners may start or buy a business and focus on running it every day to make a profit. They
prefer to take small risks and make safe choices.

Entrepreneurs do more. They look for new opportunities and take bigger risks. They create a shared vision
and demonstrate initiative, innovation and enterprise. A business owner might solve a problem for a
target market, while an entrepreneur aims to make a big change in the world.

PR IETTGE MGV COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Many Australian entrepreneurs have launched successful businesses. Afterpay is an example of this.

FIGURE 5 Afterpay is an Australian company that lets people buy things now and
pay later. It started in 2014 and has 16 million customers worldwide.
[SUNE. L R
a o‘" 8, 9'_ X X

afterpaya?

Shop Now. Enjoy Now.
Pay Later.

1. On your own or in pairs, research Australian entrepreneurs. An online search for the term ‘Australian
entrepreneurs’ is a good starting point.
2. List three entrepreneurs you are interested in finding out more about.
3. Write a short summary on each entrepreneur. You should include the following:
* what idea or product the entrepreneur has developed
® how long the business has been running or when it started
® whether the entrepreneur’s idea or product has changed in this time, or whether the entrepreneur has
developed a new idea
e the profitability of the business or the wealth that the entrepreneur has gained.
4, Choose one entrepreneur to investigate further. At this stage, you should discuss the following:
® Based on your research, what kind of attitude does your chosen entrepreneur have?
* |n your opinion, do you consider your chosen entrepreneur to be successful? Justify your answer.
5. Present your entrepreneur profile to the class.
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7.4 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL 1 W LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
2,3,4 1,5,6,7 8,9,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Define ‘entrepreneur’.
2. Which of the following best describes the attributes of an entrepreneur?
A. Persistent innovators who do not want the responsibility of owning a business
B. Persistent innovators who provide the money to start a business
C. Persistent and problem-solving innovators who pursue an idea for a business opportunity through to
start-up
D. People who have the same attitudes as business owners, but are wealthier
3. Complete the following sentences.
Entrepreneurs are for the Australian economy. Entrepreneurs can be any . One of the
defining features of an entrepreneur is that they are willing to take
4. Determine if the following statements are true or false.
a. Business owners and entrepreneurs are the same thing.
b. Entrepreneurs are successful because they avoid challenges.
c. Entrepreneurial behaviour is encouraged in Australia.
5. State what is meant by the following entrepreneurial behaviours.
a. Seizing an opportunity
b. Showing initiative
c. Being innovative
d. Being enterprising
APPLY AND ANALYSE

6. Explain the difference between a business owner and an entrepreneur.
7. Explain what is meant by a ‘target market’.
8. Why is being an entrepreneur so important to the success of a business?

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

9. Distinguish between innovation and enterprise.
10. Entrepreneurs and business owners take risks. Describe two risks they may take and why it is important that

they take these risks.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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ISR Inquiry: Who are the innovators and
entrepreneurs?

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
e summarise a recent innovation
e explain the role of the entrepreneur within the economic and business environment.

Background

Society is diverse, and so are entrepreneurs.
Entrepreneurs help us and our communities in many
ways.

FIGURE 1 Innovation and entrepreneurship are
important to business and society.

Before you begin

Check the Inquiry rubric in the digital documents to
help you with this task and self-assess at the end.

Inquiry steps
Step 1: Questioning and researching

Go to the Australian Government Business website
in the Resources panel. It shows how entrepreneurs
can get business support and new ideas.

Define ‘entrepreneur’.

Using the Australian Government Business weblink in the Resources panel or other websites, find news
and updates on new innovations.

Step 2: Analysing

Select one innovation and summarise it. Include information about whether the innovation has any of the
special features that enable a good or service to be more successful.

Explain how this innovation can benefit society.

Do you think that everyone can become an entrepreneur? Explain your answer.

Step 3: Evaluating

Explain how you might like to contribute to society in the future. Will you be an entrepreneur? Will you
work for someone else? Will this ideally be full-time or part-time? Will you volunteer? Explain the reasons
for your answers.

Step 4: Communicating and reflecting

Communicate your findings on the role of the entrepreneur. Use a format of your choice agreed upon by
your teacher.
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XX Review

7.6.1 Key knowledge summary

7.2 Types of businesses

¢ The three main types of business ownership are: sole trader (one owner), partnerships (two or more
owners) and companies (up to 50 owners for private, unlimited for public).
¢ Other ownership structures include cooperatives and franchises.

7.3 Innovation and technology

e Businesses seek to build or create a competitive advantage, often through innovation, to meet the
changing demands of a competitive market.

¢ Two of the most common types of innovation are product innovation and process innovation.

e Technology is a key part of innovation.

7.4 The role of entrepreneurs

e An entrepreneur takes on a risk by starting any business with an idea, hoping to make a profit
through initiative and enterprise.

¢ Any person, of any age, can be an entrepreneur, as long as they have a great idea and the
determination to make it happen.

¢ Business owners manage daily operations to make a profit. They reduce risks and make smart
decisions. They may have ideas to solve problems and meet customer needs.

7.5 Inquiry: Who are the innovators and entrepreneurs?
e Entrepreneurs and innovation enable goods and services to be more successful.

7.6.2 Keyterms

competitive market a market where a large number of businesses compete with each other to satisfy the
demands of a large number of customers

demand the amount of a particular good or service that a customer will want to purchase at a given price
enterprise the creative or bold efforts made by someone to achieve something new

entrepreneur a person who takes on a risk by starting a business with an idea, hoping to make a profit through
initiative and enterprise

initiative the first step or opening move in a series of actions

innovation either adding a new product to an existing product line, or significantly improving an existing product
or process

limited liability where shareholders cannot lose more than their investment in the event of the failure of the
business

process innovation when changes and improvements are made to the production process of a product or
service

product innovation when a new product is created or an existing product is improved

target market a market at which a product is deliberately aimed

unlimited liability where business owners are personally responsible for all debts and losses of the business,
potentially risking personal assets
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7.6.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revisit the inquiry questions posed in the Overview:

Why do businesses innovate and respond to opportunities?
What makes entrepreneurs different from other business owners?
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the questions? Discuss with a partner. Has your

learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry questions, outlining your views.

learn
Post-test Online post-test
eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic

Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary

7.6 Review exercise

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2 B LEVEL 3
1,2,6,7,9,13 3,4,5,10, 11 8,12, 14,15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. What are the three main types of business ownership?
A. Sole traders, corporations, cooperatives
B. Sole traders, partnerships, companies
C. Partnerships, companies, franchises
D. Corporations, cooperatives, franchises
2. What is unlimited liability?
A. The owner is not responsible for business debts
B. Profits are shared equally among owners
C. The owner may have to sell personal items to cover debts
D. The business cannot be sold
3. What distinguishes a corporation from a sole trader?
A. It is owned by one person.
B. It has unlimited liability.
C. It is owned by shareholders.
D. It is a form of hobby extension.
4. What is a franchisee?
A. Someone who buys a franchise
B. Someone who sells shares
C. Someone who manages property for members
D. Someone who creates their own business
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5. Which of the following is an example of product innovation?
A. Using robots to make cars
B. Ordering food through an app
C. Developing compostable packaging
D. Introducing a smart TV
6. What defines an entrepreneur?
A. Someone who manages daily operations to make a profit
B. Someone who takes on a risk by starting a business with an idea
C. Someone who reduces risks and makes smart decisions
D. Someone who solves problems and meets customer needs
7. What are two common types of innovation in business?
A. Product innovation and service innovation
B. Process innovation and technology innovation
C. Product innovation and process innovation
D. Service innovation and technology innovation
8. Why do businesses innovate and respond to opportunities?
A. To comply with regulations
B. To build a competitive advantage
C. To reduce operational costs
D. To increase product range
9. What are online shopping innovations in Australia known to enhance?
A. Shopping speed and convenience
B. Product variety
C. Loyalty programs
D. In-store experience
10. What role do entrepreneurs play in the economy?
A. Running businesses to make a profit
B. Taking small risks
C. Looking for new opportunities and taking bigger risks
D. Making safe choices

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. Identify the difference between a partnership and a corporation.
12. Discuss the benefits of being an entrepreneur.
13. Describe how online shopping has been an innovation in retail businesses.

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

14. Discuss why businesses innovate and respond to opportunities.

15. Explain how investing in technology can improve a business’s competitive advantage and increase

productivity.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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8 Geographical concepts and skills -

LESSON SEQUENCE

8.1 Qverview
8.2 Geographical concepts and skills
8.3 SkillBuilder: How to read a map
8.4 SkillBuilder: Reading a weather map
8.5 SkillBuilder: Constructing a pie graph
8.6 SkillBuilder: Using topographic maps
8.7 SkillBuilder: Interpreting topological maps ...
8.8 SkillBuilder: Using alphanumeric grid references ...
8.9 SkillBuilder: Drawing a climate graph
8.10 SkillBuilder: Creating and analysing overlay maps ..
8.11 SkillBuilder: Annotating a photograph ..
8.12 SkillBuilder: Interpreting diagrams
8.13 SkillBuilder: Cardinal points — wind roses ..
8.14 SkillBuilder: Creating a concept diagram
8.15 SkillBuilder: Understanding satellite images ...
8.16 Review




TRl Overview

INQUIRY QUESTION

Why is geography important to study,
and what skills do | need to understand
geography?

The world around us is made up of a large
range of interesting places, people, cultures and
environments. Geography is a way of exploring,
analysing and understanding this world of ours
— especially its people and places. Studying
Geography at school allows you to build up your
knowledge and understanding of our planet, at
different scales: the local area, our nation, our
region and our world. Geographers investigate
the characteristics of places and the relationships
between people and places.

learn
eWorkbook
Customisable worksheets for this topic

Digital document
Key terms glossary

Video eLesson
Geography concepts and skills

A\ &%
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SkillBuilder

Use the SkillBuilder activities to develop these
HASS skills:

QUESTIONING AND RESEARCHING
ANALYSING

EVALUATING

COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING




Geographical concepts and skills

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
« identify, explain and apply the seven geography concepts using the acronym SPICESS
¢ write a class definition of ‘geography’, explain what geographers do and outline the skills that they will need.

8.2.1 Introduction

Geographical concepts help you to make sense of your world. You can use these concepts to both
investigate and understand the world you live in. The concepts help you to think geographically. The
seven major concepts are space, place, interconnection, change, environment, sustainability and
scale. You will use the seven concepts to investigate two topics: water as a resource, and place and
liveability.

FIGURE 1 A way to remember these seven concepts is to think of the term SPICESS.

Space Interconnection Environment Scale

3 I3 N 2 K

Place Change Sustainability

8.2.2 What is space?

The concept of space is about where things are located and distributed on the surface of the Earth.
The space can be organised and managed by people or it can simply be where it is located in the natural
environment.

8.2.3 What is place?

The world is made up of places. We understand its places by studying their variety, how they influence our
lives and how we create and change them.

Places may be natural (such as an undisturbed wetland) or highly modified (such as a large city). Place
refers to how people perceive a location. You often have mental images and perceptions of places — your
city, suburb, town or neighbourhood. They may be very different from someone else’s perceptions of the
same places.
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FIGURE 2 Rainfall influences how we experience a place.
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FIGURE 3 Map of Jayden’s local place (a) drawn by Jayden and (b) drawn by Annette, Jayden’s mother
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SkillBuilder discussion

Communicating and reflecting

1. Why is it that Jayden and Annette draw the same place differently?
2. What things do each of them focus on?
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8.2.4 What is interconnection?

FIGURE 4 Mount Tom Price township and mine in Western
Australia, with fly in, fly out (FIFO) worker huts in the left
foreground. It is interconnected to the rest of Australia by both
the flights and the workers.

People and things are connected to other
people and things in their own and other places.
Understanding these connections helps us to
understand how and why places are changing.
Interconnection emphasises that no object of
geographical study can be viewed in isolation.

An event in one location can lead to change in a
place some distance away.

FIGURE 5 The water cycle shows many interconnections.
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8.2.5 What is change?

The concept of change is about using time to better understand a place, an environment, a spatial pattern
or a geographical problem.

The concept of change involves both time and space — change can take place over a period of time, or
over a geographical area. The time period for change can be very short (e.g. the impact of a flash flood) or
over thousands or millions of years (e.g. the development of fossil fuel resources).

192 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



FIGURE 6 Port Douglas, 60 km north of Cairns, has always been a busy area, first as a mining region and port and later as a
destination.

Environmental change can occur over short or long periods of time. Technology can result in rapid
change — think of the explosions at a mining site that reveal mineral seams.

The degree of change occurring can be used to predict, or plan for, actual or preferred futures.

8.2.6 What is environment?
People live in and depend on the environment. It has an important influence on our lives.

The environment is the physical and biological world around us. It supports and enriches human and
other life by providing raw materials and food, absorbing and recycling wastes, and being a source of
enjoyment and inspiration to people.

SkillBuilder discussion FIGURE 7 The process of shifting cultivation alters the environment that is being farmed.

Communicating and
A clearing is made by

reflecting : ;
. cutting and burning Crops are planted
1. What environmental vegetation. This is Z P I
changes have occurred known as ‘slash anc grow et
in the diagram? and burn’.

2. Consider your
environment. How is it
changing?

The clearing is abandoned as — After 3—-4 years
farmers move to a new area. the nutrients in the soil
As a result the clearing have been used up and
gradually recovers and the crops don’t grow as
returns to its natural state. successfully.
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8.2.7 What is sustainability?

Sustainability is about maintaining the capacity of the environment to support our lives and those of other
living creatures.

Sustainability considers the interconnection between the human and the natural world, and who gets
which resources and where. It involves the use of resources in a responsible way that doesn’t exhaust
them for future generations.

8.2.8 What is scale?

When we examine geographical questions at different spatial levels, we are using the concept of scale to
find more complete answers. Scale can be applied from local, regional, national or global levels.

Looking at things at a range of scales allows a deeper understanding of geographical issues.

Different factors can be involved in explaining phenomena at different scales. Local events can have
global outcomes; for example, removing areas of forest at a local scale can have an impact on climate at
a global scale. A policy at a national scale, such as forest protection, can have an impact at a local scale,
such as the protection of an endangered species.

FIGURE 8 Railway route and main settlements between Sydney and Perth
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8.2.9 (Geography is about our wonderful world

Have you ever visited a place other than the one you live in? If so, you probably noticed that some of the
features and characteristics were similar and some were different. Geographers aim to understand these
characteristics as well as the relationship between people and the different environments around us.

As a geographer, you answer questions ranging from the local to the global, in the past, present
and future. Along the way, you will develop skills and inquiry methods to answer these questions for
yourself.
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8.2.10 Geography is something you do

One of the best parts of studying Geography is the opportunity to visit places outside the classroom.
Going on a field trip allows you to collect data and information for yourself and to work collaboratively with
other members of your class.

FIGURE 9 Using maps to work out locations and to plot data

oty %

Geographers use what is called an ‘inquiry’ approach. This means that you will investigate geographical
questions by collecting, analysing and interpreting information and data to develop your own
understanding and draw your own conclusions.

This helps you develop proposals for what should happen and what action should be taken in the future.

Studying Geography develops a wide range of skills that you can apply in your everyday life, in your future
life and possibly in your career!

8.2.11 Geography is a way of thinking

Geography is a way of thinking about and a way of looking at the world. One of the key tools geographers
use is a map. Maps (such as the ones shown in FIGURES 10 and 11) contain a lot of information. As a
student, you will often use different types of maps produced by someone else (e.g. from this textbook,
atlases and online). As a geographer, you will produce your own maps and spatial information, by hand or
digitally. Using and interpreting maps are important skills you will develop. It is also important to identify
major patterns and trends in maps to unlock the information they contain.

As a geographer, you should also ask yourself, ‘What can | contribute as an informed and responsible
citizen to make this world a better place?’
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FIGURE 10 Maps: A key tool for the geographer
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FIGURE 11 Topographic map extract, Tamar Valley, Tasmania
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8.2.12  Skills used in studying Geography

As you become more familiar with geography, there are essential skills to practise and master. The
skillbuilder lessons in this topic will show you how to apply the HASS skills in geography and also teach
specific geography skills. You will practise with activities related to the topics covered in this subject.

TABLE 1 The four HASS skills you will develop in geography in Year 7.

skl |Descripon _

Questioning and You will construct a range of questions related to geography. Collect and process
researching information from primary and secondary sources, including fieldwork. Use geospatial
technologies and digital tools to make decisions and come to conclusions. You will also
use a range of formats, including maps and geospatial technologies to explain patterns,
relationships and trends in issues such as wealth and livability, or the relationship between
mountain ranges and rainfall.

Analysing You will develop skills in selecting and interpreting information to identify relationships and
trends. This can be done using maps or graphs. You will translate information from one
source to another and use your geography skills to analyse what you learn.

Evaluating Geography is all about making decisions and coming to conclusions in an evidence-based
manner. You will consider ethical values and analyse data using the concepts of space,
change, interconnection and environment. For example, you might use an analysis of the
distribution of water to determine the sustainability of a farm.

Communicating Communicating your ideas and reflecting on your conclusions are key skills you will develop
and reflecting in the study of Geography. When communicating in Geography you need to ensure that

you consider your audience, acknowledge your sources and choose appropriate methods
of communication to ensure your message is clear and well-conceived. In Year 7, you will
be expected to explore new ways of presenting information, take risks and develop new
presentation skills.

The SkillBuilder subtopics found throughout this topic will tell you about the skill, show you the skill and
let you apply the skill to the topics covered.

G (TG ET TR COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Investigating a river

1. Look at FIGURE 12. Discuss the types
of data the students might be FIGURE 12 Collecting your own data and information
collecting. Why might this data be i 4
useful in studying a river?

2. Think of a question you could
investigate about a river. Write down
the question and explain how you
might find out the answer. For
example: How does the depth of the
river change along its course?
Measure using a metre stick ruler or
depth gauge.

3. What patterns might you notice in the
data (e.g., does the river get deeper
in certain areas)? How could this
information help people who live near
the river?

4. Based on your question, write a short paragraph explaining why geographical inquiry is important when
studying rivers.

=344 PR
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8.2 Exercise learn

Learning pathways

W LEVEL1 W LEVEL 2 M LEVEL 3
1,4,5,8 2,6,7,9 3,10

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND

1. Which of the following best defines the concept of ‘space’ in geography?
A. The arrangement of objects and people on the Earth’s surface
B. The physical distance between two locations
C. An area with defined boundaries
D. The atmosphere surrounding the Earth
2. What is meant by the geographical concept of ‘place’?
A. physical location with a specific address
B. A location that holds meaning and significance for individuals or groups
C. An area characterised by a particular climate
D. A space used for human activities
3. How does interconnection influence geographical phenomena?
A. It separates regions from one another.
B. It shows how features and processes are related and affect each other.
C. It identifies isolated geographical locations.
D. It maps the boundaries of continents.
4, Which of the following is an example of a natural environment?
A. A city park
B. A rainforest
C. A shopping mall
D. A residential neighbourhood
5. What does sustainability aim to achieve in geography?
A. Unlimited consumption of resources
B. Preservation of resources for future generations
C. Economic growth without environmental concerns
D. Expansion of urban areas

ANALYSE AND APPLY

6. Explain the concept of ‘scale’ in geography and how it helps to understand geographical phenomena.
7. Describe how the concept of ‘change’ is important in understanding geographical processes.

8. What are the key steps involved in conducting a geographical inquiry?

9. Why is concluding and reflecting important in geographical studies?

EVALUATE AND COMMUNICATE

10. Reflect on the various ways you might collect and encounter geographical information. Suggest three ways
that you could present this information to an audience.

Answers and sample responses for this topic are available online.
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SkillBuilder: How to read a map

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to read a map and understand geographic relationships.

8.3.1 Tellme

What are maps and why are they useful?

Maps show parts of the world from a bird’s-eye view. Cartographers simplify aerial photos or satellite
images and use colours and symbols to represent features like roads, rivers and towns. All maps should
include six key elements, remembered by the acronym BOLTSS (see FIGURE 1). Maps help us understand
and navigate places, especially when travelling.

FIGURE 1 Essential map features follow the BOLTSS system

BOLTSS
Border — a box around the map to clearly show its extent

Orientation — a compass direction

Legend — a key to what the symbols and colours on the map stand for

Title — a clear indication of what the map is about or its theme

Scale — indicates distances on the map compared with the actual area being shown
Source — where possible, the information used to make the map should be sourced

Understanding map legends

Maps use various colours and symbols, explained in the legend, usually found in a corner or reference
section. Cartographers represent features through point symboils (e.g., a church), line symbols (e.g., roads)
and area symbols (e.g., forests). Common symbols, like blue lines for rivers, help readers quickly identify
features. When creating maps, keep symbols small to maintain clarity.

FIGURE 2 Maps often show features as if seen from the air.
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8.3.2 Show me

How to read a map

You will need:
e a map of the region being considered (see FIGURES 3 and 4).

FIGURE 3 Major vegetation types in Australia

Major vegetation types in Australia N

I Closed forest

[ Open forest W‘I‘E

[ woodland s

[ shrubland

- Scrub and heath 0 500 1000 km
[_] Herbland — )

Source: Map taken from http://www.anbg.gov.au/aust-veg/veg-map.html. Reproduced with permission from
Sydney University Press
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Procedure
Step 1

Identify and carefully read the title of the map. This will help you understand the information you can
expect to see on the map. Sometimes, the title tells you the date of the information that has been
mapped. The map in FIGURE 3 has a title that tells us it is a map of Australia showing major vegetation
types. The colours in the key help us to understand the distribution of vegetation. FIGURE 4 uses colour to

represent average rainfall.

Step 2

Next, examine the key. We notice that closed forest is found in about half the area of Tasmania, in some
small linear coastal tracts along parts of the east coast of mainland Australia and in the Otway region of
Victoria. We could make a similar detailed description of open forest. Looking at the pattern of forests

overall, we conclude that only a small area of Australia is forested — less than 10 per cent. FIGURE 4 is a

choropleth map that uses shades of one colour to reflect varying levels of rainfall.

FIGURE 4 Average annual rainfall
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Source: Bureau of Meteorology, 2003

Learn more about this skill by watching the video and completing the interactivity in your

Resources panel.
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8.3.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activity to practise this skill.

CRE NN OV ANALYSING, COMMUNICATING AND REFLECTING

Apply your skills to answer the following questions. Use the checklist provided to make sure you complete all
aspects of the task.

Refer to FIGURES 3 and 4 to complete the following questions.
1. a. Describe the area of Australia that mainly has shrubland.
b. Identify where in Australia you would find closed forest.
i. What is the average annual rainfall of Tully?
ii. What is the average annual rainfall of each of Australia’s state capital cities?
iii. Describe the area of Australia that receives less than 200 mm of annual rainfall.
iv. Describe the distribution of the wettest areas in Australia.
2. Using information from both maps, identify any interconnections/relationships between vegetation types and
annual rainfall.
3. a. Create a table with the average rainfall in one column and types of vegetation in the other column. (You may
have more than one type of vegetation for each amount of rainfall.)
b. Add a third column that includes whether a capital city can be found in this range of rainfall.
c. Explain in a paragraph any findings you have from your inquiry regarding the relationships between
vegetation, annual rainfall and population centres.

Checklist

| have:
® described data
¢ identified relationships
® created comparisons.

SkillBuilder: Reading a weather map

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to read a weather map and make an educated prediction of upcoming weather
conditions in Perth.

84.1 Tellme

What are weather maps?

Weather maps or ‘synoptic charts’ appear every day in newspapers and during the television news. We
may see them as digital images on our phones as weather apps. Weather maps use lines and symbols
to show areas of low and high pressure and weather events such as cyclones, rainfall, warm and cold
fronts. The lines on a weather map are called ‘isobars’. They join places with the same atmospheric
pressure. The numbers on the isobars represent differences in atmospheric pressure, which is the weight
of the air. This varies from place to place, depending on the air temperature. Meteorologists use sensitive
instruments called ‘barometers’ to measure atmospheric pressure.
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FIGURE 1 A weather map that you might see in digital and printed resources
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Source: MAPgraphics Pty Ltd, Brisbane

How are weather maps useful?

Understanding weather is crucial. Weather impacts everyone’s lives. Reading weather maps helps you
anticipate upcoming conditions. Farmers, tourists and emergency services all rely on forecasts for
planning and safety.

Today, meteorologists predict weather more accurately using satellite images, radar, weather balloons,
automatic stations, ships and aircraft.

8.4.2 Show me

How to interpret a weather map
You will need:

e a weather map
¢ a key to interpret the weather map symbols.
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The average weight of air is 1013 hectopascals (hPa). Measurements higher than this (e.g. 1020 hPa)
indicate areas of high atmospheric pressure, where air is sinking. Measurements lower than this
(e.g. 985 hPa) indicate areas of low atmospheric pressure, where air is rising. You can use this code to

read the weather map in FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 2 Weather map for 10 November

~7

1024
HIGH

N\

—1024— Isobar (value in hectopascal)
——— Cold front

——— Warm front

______ Trough

Rainfall in previous 24 hours

Source: MAPgraphics Pty Ltd, Brisbane

TABLE 1 Symbols on weather maps for the southern hemisphere

N T | g Isobars Join places with the same air | The closer together these
4 Q i i
/,\Q /,\sz \0,\3 pressure lines, the stronger the wind.
% High- Sinking air Generally fine weather. Winds
H ) pressure rotate around these areas
/ area anticlockwise.
*

& Low- Rising air Generally cooler weather,
N L pressure rain. Winds rotate around
K area these areas clockwise.

A

(continued)
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TABLE 1 Symbols on weather maps for the southern hemisphere (continued)

> Tropical Rapidly rising air Strong winds, torrential rain.
(o)
( @% cyclone
@ /)
Cold front The ‘line’ along which an Fall in temperature, rain.
// approaching mass of cold Front moves in the direction
air meets warmer air of arrowheads.
Warm front The ‘line’ along which an Temperature rises,

approaching mass of warm
air meets colder air

sometimes light rain.
Uncommon in Australia.

Rain in the last 24 hours

Usually associated with low-
pressure areas and fronts.

/—

Trough

A dip in isobars

An area associated with
unsettled weather and
precipitation.

Procedure
Step 1
Pressure systems

Examine high-pressure systems (pressure above 1013 hPa) and low-pressure systems (pressure below
1013 hPa). Pressure systems generally move from west to east as they cross Australia and move around
the world. In FIGURE 2, a high-pressure system is approaching south-west Western Australia. This system is
likely to bring fine weather to the region. The low-pressure system east of Broome brings cooler weather

and rain.

Step 2
Air masses and fronts

Examine any air masses and fronts. FIGURE 2 shows a cold front where cold air meets warmer air. This is
likely to cause a fall in temperature and rain in South Australia.

Step 3
Precipitation

Examine precipitation patterns. Precipitation includes snow, hail and dew, but rainfall is the most common
form of precipitation. In FIGURE 2, we can see that more than half of Australia has received rain in the last
24 hours. This chart does not indicate how much rain has fallen.

Step 4
Wind

Wind is not shown on this weather map. However, the closer together the isobars are, the stronger the
winds will be. There are no significant areas of high wind shown for Australia on 10 November.

Step 5
Troughs

The weather map in FIGURE 2 shows a trough in central Australia. The trough line runs north from central
South Australia towards the Gulf of Carpentaria. Troughs are usually associated with unsettled weather

and precipitation.

Learn more about this skill by watching the video and completing the interactivity in your

Resources panel.
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84.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activity to practise this skill.

GRS OTV  ANALYSING, EVALUATING

The map in FIGURE 3, produced on 11 November, predicts the weather for 12 November. FIGURE 4 shows what the
weather was actually like that day. Based on the skills you have learned in this SkillBuilder, interpret the maps and
answer the following questions. Use the checklist provided to make sure you cover all aspects of the task.
1. List what is different in FIGURE 3 from the map showing actual weather for two days earlier (10 November),
shown in FIGURE 2.
2. Predict Perth’s weather for 12 November. Include a description of what may happen throughout the day.
3. Using Geography skills to analyse weather.
a. Explain how the weather on November 12 would impact three different spaces across Australia.
b. Discuss why the weather changes on a regular basis.
¢. Describe the interconnection between areas of low air pressure (below 2013 hPa) and rainfall.
d. Theorise as to how the weather in different parts of Australia would determine the type of environments
found across the country.
4. Use FIGURE 4 to check your answers to questions 2 and 3.

FIGURE 3 Weather map showing predicted weather for 12 November

Key
—1024— Isobar (value in hectopascal)
—— Cold front
Warm front Rainfall in previous 24 hours
______ Trough

Source: MAPgraphics Pty Ltd, Brisbane
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Checklist
| have:
* interpreted pressure systems, air masses and fronts, precipitation, wind and troughs
¢ written a detailed description of Perth’s weather using a weather map
¢ used the Geography concepts of space, change, interconnection and environment to explain the impact of

the weather.

FIGURE 4 Map showing actual weather for 12 November
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SkillBuilder: Constructing a pie graph

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to construct a pie graph to show information.

85.1 Tellme

What is a pie graph?
A pie graph, or pie chart, is a graph in which slices or segments represent the size of different parts that
make up the whole. The circle of 360 degrees represents the total, or 100 per cent of whatever is being
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examined. Pie charts are useful for easily seeing the size of the segments. Presenting the parts in order,
from largest to smallest, makes it easier to interpret.

A pie graph can be drawn by hand or using a spreadsheet program such as Excel.

How are pie graphs useful?

Pie graphs give us an overall impression of data. They are useful for comparing the proportions of
categories. However, if more than eight segments are needed, the graph becomes difficult to read, and
it is better to use a bar graph. Unlike line graphs, pie graphs are not useful for showing a trend over
time.

A good pie graph:
e has a clear and accurate title that explains the purpose of the graph
e has segments that are either labelled directly or indicated using a colour key
¢ includes percentages or raw figures
* has segments drawn clockwise from largest to smallest, starting at 12 o’clock with the largest and
finishing at 12 o’clock with the smallest, unless there is a segment for ‘other’, which is always last
e includes the source of the data.

8.5.2 Show me

How to complete a pie graph by hand
You will need:
* paper
* a pencil
e a protractor
e aruler
e coloured pencils
e adata set — in this case, energy generated from renewables in Australia (see TABLE 1).

Model

TABLE 1 Percentage of electricity generated from renewables and non-renewable sources in Australia (2023)

Renewable energy Percentage (%)

Hydro 6
Solar 16
Wind 12
Bioenergy 1
Fossil fuels 65

Source: Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, https://www.energy.gov.au/
energy-data/australian-energy-statistics/renewables#: ~:text=In%202023%2C %2035%25%200f%20Australia's,
earlier%202022%2D23%20financial%20year.

Procedure

Step 1

Order the statistics from largest to smallest. If there is an ‘other’ category, put it last.

Step 2

If you have not been given percentages, you will need to calculate them. Add all categories together to
give you your total figure. Divide each individual category by the total figure and then multiply by 100. This
will give you a percentage.
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Step 3

Convert the percentage to degrees of a circle by multiplying by 3.6. (100 per cent of the circle =
360 degrees, so 1 per cent of the circle = 3.6 degrees.)

TABLE 2 Converting percentages to degrees in circle

Energy Source Percentage (%) Degrees (°)

Non-renewables 65.0 234.0
Solar 16.0 57.6
Wind 12.0 43.2
Hydro 6.0 21.6
Biomass 1.0 4.0
Total 100.0 360.4

Source: Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, https://www.energy.gov.au/energy-data/
australian-energy-statistics/renewables#:~:text=1n%202023%2C %2035 %25 %200f%20Australia's,earlier%202022 %
2D23%20financial%20year.

Step 4
Draw a straight line from the centre of the circle to 12 o’clock.
Step 5

Use the protractor to mark the first and largest segment, working clockwise. To do this, place the O
degrees line on the protractor along the line you have just drawn. Now mark in the second largest group.
Use the protractor to mark each of the other segments in descending size, marking the ‘other’ category
last (if needed).

Step 6
Label and colour each segment, making sure you include the percentage label.

Step 7
Provide a clear title and source.

FIGURE 1 Percentage of electricity generated from renewables and non-renewables in Australia (2023)

1.0%

B Non-renewables
B solar

7 wind

Il Hydro

[ Biomass

Learn more about this skill by watching the video and completing the interactivity in your
Resources panel.
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85.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

GRG0V ANALYSING, EVALUATING

1. Use the data in TABLE 3 to construct a pie graph. Use the checklist provided to make sure you complete all
aspects of the task.

TABLE 3 Source of electricity worldwide, 2023

Source of electricity Percentage (%)

Coal and oil 38
Natural gas 23
Hydro 15
Nuclear 10
Wind and solar 10
Other 4

Source: Based on data from the International Energy AssociationlEA (2023). World gross electricity
production, by source, 2023. https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/world-gross-electricity-
production-by-source-2017. All rights reserved.

2. Once you have created your pie graph, apply the skills you have developed in this SkillBuilder to answer the

following questions.

a. What is the most common source when producing electricity?

b. Are renewables or non-renewables the main source of electricity?

c. Name a renewable that is part of the ‘other’ category.

d. In Iceland, 70 per cent of all electricity is produced from hydro power and 30 per cent from geothermal
power. Is this similar to or different from the world trend?

e. Research the sources of energy production for another country. Compare your results to Australia
and Iceland.

Checklist

| have:
® provided a clear title and source
* plotted the data accurately and labelled each segment
¢ included the percentages
® shown largest to smallest clockwise from 12 o’clock, with ‘other’ last.

SkillBuilder: Using topographic maps

LEARNING INTENTION
By the end of this SkillBuilder you should be able to use a topographic map.

8.6.1 Tellme

What are topographic maps?

Topographic maps are more than just contour maps showing the height and shape of the land. They also
show features of the natural environment, such as forests and lakes, and features of human environments,
such as roads and settlements (places where a community of people live).
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Why are topographic maps useful?

All topographic maps use similar symbols to show the main features of the landscape. These symbols
make it easy for map readers to quickly identify the features shown in the legend or key. Topographic
maps are useful for various purposes, from bushwalkers wanting to understand the landscape in which
they plan to walk, to town planners and engineers needing to construct infrastructure such as roads
and bridges.

FIGURE 1 This is an aerial photograph of Mount Gambier, South Australia,
an area with many extinct volcanoes. Lakes have formed in the craters

of several volcanoes. The most famous is Blue Lake. We can see many
features in the photo, but a topographic map can give us more information,
especially about the shape of the landscape — its topography.

e B -

8.6.2 Show me

How topographic maps help us to locate places on a map
You will need:

e atopographic map (see FIGURE 2).
A topographic map can provide many observations. FIGURE 2 shows Mount Gambier’s map, highlighting
Blue Lake with its steep surrounding slopes. The township lies north of Blue Lake, with a railway line
passing through near the civic centre and post office. The town spans about 4 kilometre both east-west

and north—-south. The local golf club is located in the north-east. These details are noted using the legend,
north arrow and scale.

212 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for Western Australia Third Edition



FIGURE 2 This topographic map extract of Mount Gambier can be used to determine the location, direction and distance of
geographical features in the area shown on the map.
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Area and grid references

A 1-kilometre-square grid is overprinted on a FIGURE 3 Working out a six-figure grid reference
topographic map. These grid lines are numbered
with two-digit numbers in the map’s margins. Lines
that run up and down the map (north-south) are
called ‘eastings’. The numbers increase as you
move to the east. Lines that run horizontally across
the map (east—west) are called ‘northings’. The
numbers increase as you move north. In a grid
reference, the eastings are given first, and then

the northings.

Four-figure grid references tell you the grid square
in which to find a feature. The letters AR are placed
in front of a four-figure reference to show the area
reference. For example, AR8513 contains the town
of Kymbalee (see FIGURE 3).

Six-figure grid references pinpoint an exact point in
the grid square. The third and sixth figures represent
one-tenth of the distance between the two grid
numbers. These divisions are not written on the map,
so they must be estimated. The letters GR are used in front of a six-figure grid reference. No spaces
are used between the digits in four- or six-figure references; for example, Kymbalee’s grid reference is
GR854132.

Learn more about this skill by watching the video and completing the interactivity in your
Resources panel.

8.6.3 Letmedoit

Complete the following activity to practise this skill.

8.6 SkillBuilder activity g:\\TANE]][¢

Answer these questions using the FIGURE 1 aerial photograph and FIGURE 2 topographic map extract of Mount
Gambier. Use the checklist provided to make sure you complete all aspects of the task.
1. Examine FIGURE 1. From which direction was this photograph of the crater lakes taken?
2. Examine FIGURE 2. Look at the contour lines to the south of Blue Lake. Is the land flat or steep? How can you
tell?
3. Sketch the special symbols used in the legend showing that the crater lakes:
a. form a depression b. have steep sides.
4. Give the main features found in the following area references.
a. AR8010
b. AR8013
5. Give area references for the following features.
a. Valley Lake
b. The trotting track
6. Find the following features.

a. GR858087 b. GR816077 c. GR807128 d. GR812123
7. From the topographic map extract of Mount Gambier, give six-figure grid references for features that show the
following.

a. Mount Gambier has a large timber industry.

b. Mount Gambier is a popular tourist resort.

¢. Mount Gambier has many sporting facilities.

d. Mount Gambier is the centre of a farming region.
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8. Approximately how wide is Blue Lake at its widest point?

Checklist

| have:
¢ identified north, south, east and west using the north point
¢ used the key to identify features
® used grid references to describe the location of a specific feature
® used the scale to calculate distances
* interpreted topography by considering how close together the contour lines are.

SkillBuilder: Interpreting topological maps

only
What are topological maps?

Topological maps are very simple maps, with only the most vital information included. These maps generally use
pictures to identify places, are not drawn to scale and give no sense of distance. However, everything is correct in
its interconnection to other points.

SkillBuilder: Using alphanumeric
grid references

only
What are alphanumeric grid references?

Alphanumeric grid references are a combination of letters and numbers that help us locate specific positions

on a map. They are linked to the lines that form a grid over certain kinds of maps. The letters and numbers are
placed alongside the gridlines, just outside the map. The grid, letters and numbers allow you to pinpoint a place
or feature by stating its alphanumeric grid reference.

SkillBuilder: Drawing a climate graph

only
What are climate graphs?

Climate graphs, or climographs, are graphs that show climate data for a particular place over a 12-month period.
They combine a column graph and a line graph. The line graph shows average monthly temperature, and the
column graph shows average monthly precipitation (rainfall).

SkillBuilder: Creating and analysing
overlay maps

only
What are overlay maps?

An overlay map usually consists of two or more maps of the same area. A base map is overlaid with a transparent
overlay, showing different information. Overlay maps allow users to see the relationships between the information
on two or more maps.
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SkillBuilder: Annotating a photograph

iine ==

What are annotated photographs?

Photographs are used to show aspects of a place. Annotations are added to photographs to draw the reader’s
attention to what can be seen and deduced.

SkillBuilder: Interpreting diagrams

Chliine B

What are diagrams?

A diagram is a graphic representation of something. In Geography, it is often a simple way of showing the
arrangement of elements in a landscape and the relationships between those elements. Diagrams also have
annotations: labels that explain aspects of the illustration.

SkillBuilder: Cardinal points — wind roses
Eiline .

What are wind roses?

A wind rose is a diagram that shows the main wind features of a place; in particular, wind direction, speed and
frequency. Wind directions can be divided into 8 or 16 compass directions.

SkillBuilder: Creating a concept diagram
Eline

What is a concept diagram?

A concept diagram, sometimes mistakenly called a concept map, is a graphical tool that shows links between
ideas or concepts. Concept diagrams organise links into different levels. Concept diagrams enable you to
organise your ideas and communicate them to others.

SkillBuilder: Understanding satellite images
Eline

What are satellite images?

Satellite images show parts of our planet from space. They are taken from satellites and transmitted to stations on
Earth. Satellites can collect a variety of data, including standard photographic imagery, colour infrared and radar
data. They can show Earth in close-up or from far away.
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Review

8.16.1 Key knowledge summary
Use this dot point summary to review the content covered in this topic.

8.2 Geographical concepts and skills

e The acronym SPICESS helps you remember the seven geographical concepts: space, place,
interconnection, change, environment, sustainability and scale.
e Skills in Geography:

« Geography is a way of exploring, analysing and understanding this world of ours, especially its
people and places.

« Geographers use what is called an ‘inquiry’ approach. This means that you will investigate
questions by collecting, analysing, and interpreting information and data in order to develop your
own understanding and draw your own conclusions.

« Geography is a way of thinking and a way of looking at the world. One of the key tools
geographers use is a map.

« Maps contain a lot of information about people and places. As a geographer, you will produce your
own maps and spatial information, by hand or digitally.

8.16.2 Key terms

environment the natural and human surroundings in which people, plants and animals live, including
ecosystems, landscapes, and built environments

interconnection the way people, places and environments are linked to each other through natural processes,
trade, migration, culture and technology

place a specific location on Earth that has unique physical and human characteristics, making it meaningful to
people

sustainability the responsible use and management of resources to meet current needs while ensuring future
generations can also meet theirs

scale the ratio that shows how much smaller a map is compared to the real world, e.g., one centimetre on a map
equals one kilometre in real life

8.16.3 Reflection

Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revist the Inquiry question posed in the Overview.
Why is geography important to study, and what skills do | need to understand geography?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the questions? Discuss with a partner. Has your
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to one of the inquiry questions, outlining your views.

learn

eWorkbooks Customisable worksheets for this topic
Reflection
Digital document Key terms glossary
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8.16 Review exercise

Learning pathways

B LEVEL 1 B LEVEL 2 W LEVEL 3
3,7,11,12 1,2,5,6,9,13 4,8,10, 14,15

REMEMBER AND UNDERSTAND
1. What does the acronym SPICESS mean in geography?

A. Space, Place, Interconnection, Change, Environment, Sustainability, Scale
B. Space, Population, Interaction, Climate, Ecosystem, Sustainability, System
C. Soil, People, Integration, Change, Ecosystem, Species, Scale

D. Space, People, Interaction, Climate, Environment, Sustainability, Scale

2. Which of the following is NOT a geographical concept included in SPICESS?

A. Space

B. Population

C. Place

D. Sustainability

3. Geography is a way of:

A. playing sports

B. analysing and understanding the world
C. creating art

D. reacting to sources

4. The inquiry approach in geography involves:

A. memorising facts

B. investigating questions by collecting, analysing and interpreting information
C. drawing pictures

D. reciting poems

5. What key tool do geographers use to explore the world?

A. Books
B. Maps
C. Vehicles
D. Cameras

6. Maps contain a lot of information about:

A. animals and plants

B. people and places

C. weather and climate
D. history and mythology

7. As a geographer, you will produce your own maps:

A. by hand or digitally
B. using paint

C. with clay

D. on paper

8. Geographers are most likely to use maps to:

A. find their way around

B. to develop a hypothesis

C. analyse spatial information
D. build models

9. Learning geography requires mastering a range of:
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A. practical skills
B. artistic skills
C. writing skills
D. drawing skills
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10. Geography is mostly helpfully in allowing us:
A. to get from one place to another
B. understand the world, its people and places
C. to remember capital cities
D. to develop creativity

ANALYSE AND APPLY

11. Explain what is meant by geography and why is it important?
12. Describe what is meant by the concept of space in geography
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