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 Introduction

This VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4 resource contains questions, 
suggested responses and tips to help you develop skills for assessment. We 
recommend using this resource as part of your study regime by completing 
sets of questions, as this process of applying your understanding and 
actively recalling information assists with deeper learning. You will also 
be able to review your answers and assess their appropriateness and 
correctness against the provided sample responses. Note that this resource 
complies with the 2024–2028 VCE Media Study Design. 

In this resource, you will find exam-style questions and high-level sample 
responses covering each area of study in the Study Design for Units 3 and 4.  
According to the VCAA Exam Specifications, the Media exam will have a 
Section A and Section B, and any of these areas of study may be examined 
in Section A of the exam. However, questions in Section B may cover Unit 3,  
Area of Study 1 and Unit 4, Area of Study 2. Consequently, both the Section A  
and Section B styles of questions are provided for each of these areas of 
study.

By using VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4 as part of your study 
regime throughout the year, you will be prepared for questions you may 
encounter in your end-of-year VCE examination.

We wish you well with your studies.

The Insight Team
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 Questions 

Unit 3 | Area of Study 1     Narratives and their contexts  
Section A

Question 1 (3 marks)

Explain how the construction of a media form can shape media narratives and how audiences 

engage with them. 

Question 2 (4 marks)

Explain how media codes and/or conventions influence how an audience engages with, 

consumes or reads media narratives.
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Question 3 (7 marks)

Discuss the relationship between media narratives and their contexts of production. In your 

response, refer to a media narrative that you have studied this year.

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 4 (5 marks)

Describe how one of the codes or conventions used in a media narrative you studied this year 

was used to convey meaning in one scene or section of this narrative. 

Selected media narrative: 

Question 5 (4 marks)

Discuss a way in which the intended audience of a media narrative you studied this year may 

have engaged with, consumed or read the product differently to an audience from a different 

context. 

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 6 (6 marks)

a. Explain how an audience from a speci�c context engaged with, consumed or  

read a media narrative that you have studied this year.  3 marks

Selected media narrative: 

b. Explain how an audience from a different context engaged with, consumed or  

read the same media narrative. 3 marks
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Question 7 (4 marks)

Analyse how one code and one convention worked in conjunction to convey meaning in a 

media narrative that you have studied this year. 

Selected media narrative: 

Question 8 (3 marks)

Explain how the construction of a media narrative can reflect the media form in which it  

is produced.



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 1: Narratives and their contexts Section A

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

6

Question 9 (3 marks)

Explain one feature of construction within a media form that you have studied this year.

Selected media form: 

Question 10 (7 marks)

Discuss the relationship that a media narrative that you have studied this year may have had 

with audiences from two different contexts and how they may have read, consumed or engaged 

with that media narrative. 

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 11 (6 marks)

Analyse how meaning conveyed through codes and/or conventions may have influenced 

audience engagement in one media narrative that you have studied this year.

Selected media narrative: 

Question 12 (3 marks)

Explain how one characteristic of a media form was evident in the construction of a media 

narrative that you have studied this year.

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 13 (7 marks)

Analyse how a media narrative that you have studied this year constructs representations and 

how they reflect or challenge views and values of their context.

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 14 (6 marks)

Discuss the ways in which the intended audience may have engaged with, consumed or read a 

media narrative differently to an audience from a different context. In your response, refer to a 

media narrative that you have studied this year.

Selected media narrative: 

Question 15 (6 marks) 

Discuss how a media narrative that you have studied this year may be read by audiences from 

different contexts.

Selected media narrative: 
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Question 16 (6 marks) 

Analyse how one media code and one media convention work together to convey meaning in a 

media narrative that you have studied this year. 

Selected media narrative: 
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Unit 3 | Area of Study 1     Narratives and their contexts 
Section B

Question 1 (15 marks)

Within the media industry, practitioners rely on a series of technical and symbolic codes and 

established narrative conventions to convey meaning to their audiences.   

Referring to the media narrative that you have studied this year, analyse how ideas have been 

constructed and/or represented through codes and conventions.
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Question 2 (15 marks)

Discuss how the relationship between media narratives and their audiences is reflected in at 

least one of the following: 

• production 

• distribution 

• consumption

• reception. 

In your response, refer to the media narrative you have studied this year.
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Question 3 (15 marks)

Analyse the way the context in which an audience consumes a media narrative may impact their 

engagement with, and/or their reading of, the narrative. 

In your response, refer to the media narrative that you have studied this year, and the way it 

was shaped by the contexts in which it was produced or read, such as the social, historical, 

institutional, cultural, economic and/or political contexts.
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Question 4 (15 marks)

Discuss how media codes and conventions were able to convey meaning to an audience in the  

media narrative that you have studied this year. 

In your response, refer to at least two of the following: social, historical, institutional, cultural, 

economic and political contexts.
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Unit 3 | Area of Study 2     Research, development and  
experimentation

Question 1 (4 marks)

Outline how you used an idea or technique that has been developed by another creator in your 

own production.

Question 2 (5 marks)

a. Identify the media form you explored in your pre-production.  1 mark

Selected media form: 

b. Explain how your research or investigation of this media form and existing  

media products shaped the planning of your production and the narrative you  

wanted to tell. 4 marks
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Question 3 (2 marks)  

Identify two steps you took to develop one idea for your media product.

Question 4 (4 marks)  

Discuss how one of your production experiments helped re�ne or develop your skills in your 

selected media form.



Unit 3, Area of Study 2: Research, development and experimentation

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

19

Question 5 (4 marks)

Explain how research into your media form’s genre and/or style helped to develop your 

proposed production.

Question 6 (5 marks)  

Discuss how a media practitioner you researched used a code or convention to create meaning, 

and how this influenced your production. 
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Question 7 (3 marks)

Explain how a skill you developed in the research, development and experimentation stage was 

appropriate to either your selected media form or your proposed media product.

Question 8 (3 marks)  

Explain why experimentation with equipment, media technologies, and processes is important in 

the production of a media product.

Question 9 (3 marks)  

a. Identify one example of media equipment.  1 mark

b. Identify one example of a media technology.  1 mark
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c. Identify one example of a media process. 1 mark

Question 10 (4 marks)  

Discuss how your research into your chosen media form and products helped you to identify a 

skill you wanted to develop or re�ne for your media product.

Question 11 (3 marks)  

How did your production experiments help you to communicate your genre or style to your 

intended audience?
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Question 12 (4 marks)

Outline what your research revealed about the way audiences are engaged by the structural 

and/or aesthetic qualities of media products, with reference to two speci�c examples.

Question 13 (3 marks) 

Explain how one component of your research informed the development of your skills in your 

selected media form.

Selected media form: 

Question 14 (5 marks) 

Identify one process you used to document the development of a media product and discuss 

how this helped you to realise and/or resolve your pre-production plan.
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Question 15 (5 marks)

Explain how you were able to develop one skill in the use of media equipment, technologies 

or processes speci�c to your selected media form during your research, development and 

experimentation stage.
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Question 1 (4 marks)

Outline two elements of the production process that you had to consider when constructing your 

production timeline. 

Question 2 (5 marks)

Outline the primary intention of your media product, and explain the speci�c ways you designed 

your product to ensure you were able to achieve this.

Unit 3 | Area of Study 3    Pre-production planning
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Question 3 (4 marks)

Discuss how you developed written and visual planning documents for your media product in 

your pre-production plan, and how this enabled you to plan your product.

Question 4 (6 marks)

Identify two media codes or conventions embedded in your media product, and discuss how 

these were relevant to your selected form, product and/or audience. 
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Question 5 (3 marks)

Discuss one media process you undertook to develop your proposed narrative.

Question 6 (5 marks)  

Discuss how you intended to use one code and/or convention to engage your audience with 

your media product.
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Question 1 (5 marks)

Discuss how one code and one convention that you applied in your pre-production plan were 

appropriate to your selected narrative. 

Question 2 (6 marks)

Media creators and producers work with others and reflect in order to gain insight into whether 

their products communicate their planned intent. 

Discuss the impact your feedback and reflection processes had on your �nal product with 

reference to two speci�c examples.

Unit 4 I Area of Study 1    Media production
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Question 3 (3 marks)

Explain how a written or visual document you created has impacted your production plan.

Question 4 (3 marks)

Describe how the intended audience outlined in your pre-production plan is reflected in your 

media product.



Unit 4, Area of Study 1: Media production

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

29

Question 5 (4 marks) 

Discuss how you applied production processes appropriate to either your media form or your 

media narrative in your pre-production plan. 

Question 6 (5 marks)

Explain how one key re�nement you made between pre-production and the completion of your 

media product helped you to achieve your intention for your media product.
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Question 7 (5 marks)

Discuss two factors that led to the re�nement of materials, technologies and/or processes used 

in your production.

Question 8 (5 marks)

Evaluate how effectively your reflection or feedback process during media production enabled 

you to re�ne and resolve your media product.
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Unit 4 I Area of Study 2     Agency and control in the media 
Section A

Question 1 (3 marks)

Explain one way in which globalisation has impacted how Australian audiences consume media 

products. 

Question 2 (5 marks)

Analyse the way the contemporary media landscape challenges the traditional theories used by 

academics and commentators to explain the nature of communication between the media and 

its audience. 



© Insight Publications

Unit 4, Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media Section A

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

32

Question 3 (6 marks)

Source: Alex Hariyandi / Shutterstock.com

Discuss how the image above reflects ethical or legal issues in the production, distribution, 

consumption and/or reception of media products.
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Question 4 (4 marks)

Describe one ethical or legal issue that relates to the production, distribution, consumption  

and/or reception of user-generated content. 

Question 5 (6 marks)

 Source: lukeruk/Shutterstock.com Source: Atstock Productions / Shutterstock.com

The images above show two ways advertising can appear in the media: one in a more 

traditional form and one in a more contemporary form.  

Discuss how these images demonstrate the way commercial content has evolved over time. 

In your response, refer to the legal and/or ethical issues that can arise as a result of these 

changes.
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Question 6 (5 marks)

Analyse how one globalised media institution or individual has attempted to use the media to 

exert control over an audience. 
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Question 7 (5 marks)

Discuss one challenge facing Australia’s regulatory bodies that has arisen from their inability to 

control the content that individuals can access in the contemporary globalised media landscape. 

Question 8 (4 marks)

Explain the issues and challenges that arise in attempts to regulate and control the media, with 

reference to a speci�c example.
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Question 9 (5 marks)

How has the harvesting and sale of personal information created an ethical and/or legal issue in 

the media? In your response, refer to at least two of the following:

• the production of media products

• the distribution of media products

• the consumption of media products

• the reception of media products.
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Question 10 (5 marks)

a. Identify an issue or challenge relating to regulation and control of the media. 1 mark

b. Explain why your answer to part a. presents an issue or challenge for the  

regulation and control of the media. In your response, refer to how media  

platforms or regulatory bodies manage or regulate the media. 4 marks

Question 11 (6 marks)

Explain two ways the relationship between the media and its audience has changed over time. 



© Insight Publications

Unit 4, Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media Section A

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

38

Question 12 (4 marks)

Describe one instance in which the media was thought to have exerted influence over audiences.

Question 13 (6 marks)

How is the changing relationship between the media and audiences reflected in individuals’ use 

of the media?
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Question 14 (5 marks)

As the media increasingly crosses national borders, governments struggle to maintain control 

over the laws and policies created for their jurisdictions.

Source: The VCE Media Study Design © Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), 

reproduced by permission

Discuss one issue that has challenged the Australian Government’s ability to manage or 

regulate media use.
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Question 15 (3 marks)

Explain how both the media and audiences may exercise agency.

Question 16 (4 marks)

Discuss one example that reflects the way the relationship between audiences and global 

media institutions has changed over time.
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Question 17 (7 marks)

Analyse how one ethical or legal issue can be seen in the production and/or distribution of 

media products.

Question 18 (3 marks) 

Explain why regulating or controlling the media can be challenging.
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Question 19 (7 marks) 

 

           Source: eamesBot/Shutterstock.com

Evaluate either one ethical or one legal issue that can arise in the production, distribution, 

consumption or reception of media products. You must refer to the image in your response.
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Question 20 (6 marks) 

‘No two generations will experience the media in the same way.’ 

Analyse the ways in which the relationship between the media and audiences is constantly 

changing. 
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Unit 4 | Area of Study 2     Agency and control in the media 
Section B

Question 1 (15 marks)

The relationship between the media and its audience is frequently changing. This is evidenced 

by the development of new modes of production, distribution, consumption and reception 

through the creation of social networking platforms. 

Discuss the way media influence and audience agency has changed over time. In your 

response, refer to the issues and challenges relating to regulation and control over the media.
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Question 2 (15 marks)

There is a dynamic and changing relationship between the media and audiences. 

Discuss at least two theories about the influence of both the media and audiences. In your 

response, refer to how the relationship between the media and audiences has changed over 

time.
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Question 3 (15 marks)

In the modern media landscape, it is commonly accepted that the media and its audiences each 

have the capacity to influence the other. 

Discuss the extent to which the media and its audiences are able to exercise agency.
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Question 4 (15 marks)

Evaluate the impact of one legal or ethical issue that has arisen in the media landscape. In your 

response, refer to at least two of the following:

• the production of media products

• the distribution of media products

• the consumption of media products

• the reception of media products. 
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Question 5 (15 marks)

The media landscape is becoming increasingly dif�cult to regulate and control, due largely to 

the frequently changing relationship between the media and its audience.

Analyse two issues or challenges faced in the regulation and control of the media.
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Question 6 (15 marks) 

Analyse how both the media and audiences influence the modern media landscape. In your 

response, refer to how the media is used by two of the following: 

• globalised media institutions

• individuals

• governments 

• audiences.
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 Sample responses

Unit 3 | Area of Study 1     Narratives and their contexts 
Section A

Question 1

Sample response 

Note: This response discusses ‘previously on’ segments. Other examples from film and 

television include the traditional Hollywood three-act structure, the use of canned 

laughter, and changes made to a story’s narrative to suit the platform on which it is viewed. 

Mark allocation: 3 marks  

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and accurate overview of how a correctly 

identified characteristic or element of construction contributes specifically to a media 

form. They may have supported this assertion with an example. 

• 2 marks: The student has correctly identified a characteristic or element of construction. 

They have provided a limited overview of how it contributes to a media form, and may 

not have used an example to support their assertion.  

• 1 mark: The student has correctly identified a characteristic or element of construction 

of the media form they studied.
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has constructed a detailed and sophisticated response that 

demonstrates an insightful understanding of the relationship between codes and 

conventions and audiences. The answer is supported with specific evidence, either from 

one of their studied media narratives or an alternative source, and appropriate media 

language is used. 

• 3 marks: The student has constructed a clear response that demonstrates a sound 

understanding of the relationship between codes and conventions and audiences. The 

answer is supported with relevant evidence. Appropriate media language is used in the 

response.

• 2 marks: The student has constructed a response that demonstrates a basic 

understanding of the relationship between codes and conventions and audiences. 

The student may have incorporated some basic supporting evidence. Some use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has constructed a limited response that addresses some part of 

the question but may be incomplete. The student may simply have identified the 

media codes and/or conventions and made a broad statement about their effect. The 

response contains little or no use of appropriate media language.

 » This question gives the opportunity for, but does not require, you to 
refer specifically to a narrative you studied in class this year.

 » It is important to use appropriate media language in your responses. 
For this question, relevant media language may relate to codes and 
conventions (e.g. camera techniques, point of view, parallel editing etc.) 
or discussion of audience (e.g. reception, consumption, engagement or 
narrative possibilities).

TIPS



Unit 3, Area of Study 1: Narratives and their contexts Section A

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

55

Question 3

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question. 
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Mark allocation: 7 marks

• 6–7 marks: The student has constructed a comprehensive analysis of the relationship 

between media narratives and the social, historical, institutional, cultural, economic 

and political contexts in which they are produced. Specific and detailed examples from 

the selected media narrative have been provided, and the student has conveyed strong 

insight into how specific aspects of the context of the narrative’s production period 

are reflected in the product. Appropriate media language has been effectively used 

throughout the response. 

• 4–5 marks: The student has constructed a clear analysis of the relationship between 

media narratives and the social, historical, institutional, cultural, economic and political 

contexts in which they are produced. Relevant examples from the selected media 

narrative have been provided, and the student has conveyed insight into how aspects 

of the context of the narrative’s production period are reflected in the product. The 

student has used appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 2–3 marks: The student has constructed a general analysis of the relationship between 

media narratives and the social, historical, institutional, cultural, economic and political 

contexts in which they are produced. Examples from the selected media narrative may 

have been provided, but these may be broad or less relevant. The student has conveyed 

some insight into how the context of the narrative’s production period is reflected in 

the product, and some media language has been used.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that has made some 

attempt to answer the question. 

 » A useful approach to a question such as this one is to begin your 
response by analysing the relationship between narratives and their 
contexts more generally, before incorporating examples to support your 
argument.

 » You are welcome to include the year of the release of a media narrative 
in your response if you wish, though you are not required to do so 
unless there are two versions of the media narrative with the same 
name.

TIPS
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Question 4

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 4–5 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful example of how the 

selected code or convention has been used to convey meaning in one scene or section 

of one media narrative. Effective media language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant example of how the selected 

code or convention has been used to convey meaning in one scene or section of one 

media narrative. Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general example of how the selected code or 

convention has been used to convey meaning in one scene or section of one media 

narrative. Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a weak example of how the selected code or 

convention has been used to convey meaning in one scene or section of one media 

narrative. The student may not have referred specifically to one scene or section, and 

may have talked about the narrative as a whole. Limited or no media language is used in 

the response.  
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Question 5

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of the way in which 

audiences from different contexts engage with, consume or read media narratives. 

A highly relevant idea has been identified and described in detail. A specific and 

highly appropriate example from the media narrative has been used to substantiate 

discussion. Effective application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a detailed discussion of a way in which audiences 

from different contexts engage with, consume or read media narratives. Appropriate 

ideas have been identified and described in detail. A specific and relevant example 

from a media narrative has been used to substantiate discussion. Thorough use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the ways in which audiences 

from different contexts engage with, consume or read media narratives. An idea has 

been generally identified and described. A basic example from a media narrative has 

been used to substantiate discussion. Some application of media language is evident in 

the response. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of a way in which audiences 

from different contexts engage with, consume or read media narratives. An idea has 

been identified but not described. Limited or general references to a media narrative 

have been used as part of the response. An attempt to use media language is evident; 

however, this is mostly irrelevant or incorrect. 
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Question 6a.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A thoughtful response that demonstrates detailed understanding of how a 

specific audience’s context may have affected its engagement, consumption or reading 

of a specific narrative. Relevant media language is used in the response.  

• 2 marks: A general response that demonstrates clear understanding of how a specific 

audience’s context may have affected its engagement, consumption or reading of a 

specific narrative. Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that demonstrates a basic understanding of how an 

audience’s context may have affected its engagement, consumption or reading of a 

specific narrative. An audience from a specific context has been correctly identified. 

Limited or no media language is used in the response.  

Note: If the student answers with a broad demographic, for example, ‘children’ or 

‘millennials’, they cannot receive a mark.

 » Make sure you clearly define your audience and the context.

TIP
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Question 6b.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• Marks are allocated according to the same criteria as part a. If the student has 

referenced a different narrative to part a., no marks can be awarded. 
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Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant example of how one code and 

one convention are used to convey meaning in a media narrative. They have articulated 

a competent understanding of how the selected code and convention work in 

conjunction. Effective media language is used in the response.  

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general example of how one code and one 

convention are used to convey meaning in a media narrative. They have an articulated 

an appropriate understanding of how the selected code and convention work in 

conjunction. Relevant media language is used in the response.  

• 2 marks: The student has provided an example of how one code and one convention 

are used to convey meaning in a media narrative. They have articulated some 

understanding of how codes and conventions can be used in conjunction. Some media 

language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited example of how one code and one 

convention are used to convey meaning in a media narrative. They may not have 

addressed how the code and convention work in conjunction. Limited or no media 

language is used in the response.  
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Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A considered response that demonstrates a detailed understanding of how the 

form in which a media product is made affects the construction of the media narrative. 

Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that demonstrates a clear understanding of how the form 

in which a media product is made affects the construction of the media narrative. Some 

media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that demonstrates a basic understanding of how the form in 

which a media product is made affects the construction of the media narrative. Limited 

or no media language is used in the response.  

Question 9

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A thoughtful response that demonstrates a detailed understanding of how 

one construction element features within the selected media form. Relevant media 

language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that demonstrates a clear understanding of how one 

construction element features within the selected media form. Some media language is 

used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that attempts to identify a feature of construction within a 

media form, but may not provide additional explanation, or may attempt to explain an 

incorrect feature of construction.
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Question 10

Sample response

Mark allocation: 7 marks

• 6–7 marks: The student has constructed a comprehensive analysis of the relationship 

between a media narrative and audiences from two clearly defined contexts. Specific 

and detailed examples from the media narrative have been provided, and the student 

has conveyed strong insight into how specific aspects of audience context may impact 

their relationship with the narrative. The student has used highly appropriate media 

language throughout their response.

• 4–5 marks: The student has constructed a clear analysis of the relationship between a 

media narrative and audiences from two different contexts. Relevant examples from 

the media narrative have been provided, and the student has conveyed insight into 

how aspects of audience context may impact their relationship with the narrative. The 

student has used appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 2–3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the relationship between 

a media narrative and audiences from two different contexts. Examples from the 

media narrative may have been provided, but these may be broad or less relevant, and 

the student has conveyed some insight into how audience context may impact their 

relationship with the narrative. The student has used some media language.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that has made some 

attempt to answer the question. 
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Question 11

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: A sophisticated analysis of how audience engagement can be influenced by 

codes and/or conventions in a media narrative. The student has explored how meaning 

has been conveyed in the narrative and insightfully considered the impact this may 

have had on audiences. Specific and highly appropriate examples from one media 

narrative have been used to substantiate discussion. Effective application of media 

language is evident in the response.

• 5 marks: A detailed analysis of how audience engagement can be influenced by codes 

and/or conventions in a media narrative. The student has explored how meaning has 

been conveyed in the narrative and appropriately considered the impact this may 

have had on audiences. Specific and relevant examples from one media narrative have 

been used to substantiate discussion. Thorough use of media language is evident in the 

response.

 » Take care to clearly signpost the two different contexts in which 
audiences may have received the media narrative for your examiner (e.g. 
‘When the film was released ...’, ‘However, in 2024 ...’).

TIP
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• 4 marks: A clear analysis of how audience engagement can be influenced by codes and/

or conventions in a media narrative. The student has explored how meaning has been 

conveyed in the narrative and considered the impact this may have had on audiences. 

Relevant examples from one media narrative have been used to substantiate discussion. 

Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: A general discussion of how audience engagement can be influenced by codes 

and/or conventions in a media narrative. The student has explored how meaning has 

been conveyed in the narrative and broadly considered the impact this may have had 

on audiences. Basic examples from one media narrative have been used to substantiate 

discussion. Some application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: A limited analysis of how audience engagement can be influenced by codes 

and/or conventions in a media narrative. The student has in some way considered how 

meaning has been conveyed in the narrative and attempted to link this to an audience’s 

engagement. A general example from one media narrative may have been included. An 

attempt to use media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: An incomplete or very limited response that answers some part of the question. 

The student may simply have identified one way in which an audience engaged with a 

narrative or may have identified how codes or conventions have conveyed meaning in 

the narrative. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.

 » Attempt to pick one scene and analyse it in depth for codes and/
or conventions, rather than jumping between scenes and providing a 
superficial analysis.

 » Refer to the ‘Study specifications’ in the Study Design to revise the 
codes and conventions.

TIPS
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 » A characteristic relates to the form of your media narrative (e.g. film, 
television show, photography, print). Characteristics are elements we 
can expect to find within narratives of a particular form.

TIP

Question 12

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has provided a thoughtful response that demonstrates a 

clear understanding of how one characteristic of a media form can be seen in the 

construction of the selected media narrative. Relevant media language is used in the 

response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general response that demonstrates a clear 

understanding of how one characteristic of a media form can be seen in the 

construction of the selected media narrative. Some media language is used in the 

response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited response that identifies a characteristic of 

a media form but may not have provided additional explanation. Limited or no media 

language is used in the response.
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Question 13

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question.

Mark allocation: 7 marks

• 6–7 marks: The student has constructed a comprehensive analysis of the way 

representations are constructed and reflect or challenge views and values of a context. 

Specific and detailed examples from the media narrative have been provided, and the 

student has conveyed strong insight into how representations can implicitly or explicitly 

comment on or reject values. The student has used highly appropriate media language 

throughout their response.

• 4–5 marks: The student has constructed a clear analysis of the way representations are 

constructed and reflect or challenge views and values of a context. Relevant examples 

from the media narrative have been provided, and the student has conveyed insight 

into how representations can implicitly or explicitly comment on or reject values. The 

student has used appropriate media language throughout their response.
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• 2–3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way representations 

are constructed and reflect or challenge views and values of a context. Examples from 

the media narrative may have been provided, but these may be broad or less relevant, 

and the student has conveyed some insight into how representations can implicitly or 

explicitly comment on or reject values. The student has used some media language 

throughout their response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that has made some 

attempt to answer the question by referencing representations. The student has used 

limited or no media language in their response.

Question 14

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of the ways in which 

the intended audience and an audience from a different context may have engaged 

with, consumed or read a media narrative. The two contexts have been identified and 

described in detail. Specific and highly appropriate examples relating to one media 

narrative have been used to substantiate discussion. Effective application of media 

language is evident in the response.
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• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed discussion of the ways in which the 

intended audience and an audience from a different context may have engaged with, 

consumed or read a media narrative. The two contexts have been identified and 

described in detail. Specific and relevant examples relating to one media narrative have 

been used to substantiate discussion. Thorough use of appropriate media language is 

evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the ways in which the intended 

audience and an audience from a different context may have engaged with, consumed 

or read a media narrative. The two contexts have been identified and described in 

general detail. Relevant examples relating to one media narrative have been used to 

substantiate discussion. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the 

response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the ways in which the 

intended audience and an audience from a different context may have engaged with, 

consumed or read a media narrative. The two contexts have been generally identified 

and described. Basic examples relating to one media narrative have been used to 

substantiate discussion. Some application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of the ways in which audiences 

from different contexts may have engaged with, consumed or read a media narrative. 

At least one context has been identified and described, or two contexts may have been 

outlined with little or no description. Limited or general references to a media narrative 

have been used as part of the response. An attempt to use media language is evident; 

however, this may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. The student may simply have identified one way in which an 

audience received a media narrative, or may have discussed a media narrative being 

received by an audience from a context that is different to the intended audience’s 

context. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.

 »

 » In your response, try to convey a clear understanding of the contextual 
factors that impact an audience.

 » When planning your response, consider what it means to engage 
with, consume or read a media narrative. Engagement refers to how 
an audience emotionally and cognitively connects with a narrative. 
Consumption refers to how an audience physically views a narrative. 
Reading refers to an audience’s interpretation and understanding of a 
narrative.

TIPS
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Question 15

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 6 marks 

• 6 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of how a media narrative 

may been read by two different audiences. They have used a specific, detailed example 

from the narrative, alongside contextual information for each of the audiences, to 

support the possible audience readings. The response clearly contrasts the two possible 

readings and outlines how and why these readings may have occurred. Effective 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed discussion of how a media narrative may 

have been read by two different audiences. They have used a specific example from 

the narrative, alongside contextual information for each of the audiences, to support 

the possible audience readings. The response contrasts the two possible readings and 

outlines how and why these readings may have occurred. Thorough use of appropriate 

media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of how a media narrative may have been 

read by two different audiences. They have used an example from the narrative, alongside 

contextual information for each of the audiences, to support the possible audience readings. 

The response considers two possible readings and outlines how and why these readings may 

have occurred. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how a media narrative may have 

been read by two different audiences. They have used a basic example from the narrative and 

broadly outlined some contextual information for the audiences. The response considers two 

possible readings. Some application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of how a media narrative may 

have been read by two different audiences. They may have used a limited example from 

the narrative and outlined one context or given a brief overview of two contexts with 

little or no description. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may 

be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.
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Question 16

Sample response 

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response to show 

the range of detail that can be used to answer this question.

Mark allocation: 6 marks 

• 6 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated analysis of how one media code and 

one media convention work together to convey meaning in a media narrative. A specific, 

detailed example from the narrative has been provided that clearly demonstrates the 

code and convention working in conjunction. The student has analysed the meaning 

that may have been conveyed to an audience in this example, offering sophisticated 

insight into the filmmaker’s possible intentions and demonstrating confident knowledge 

of the media narrative. Effective application of media language is evident in the 

response.

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed analysis of how one media code and 

one media convention work together to convey meaning in a media narrative. A 

detailed example from the narrative has been provided that demonstrates the code 

and convention working in conjunction. The student has analysed the meaning that 

may have been conveyed to an audience in this example, offering insight into the 

filmmaker’s possible intentions and demonstrating strong knowledge of the media 

narrative. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear analysis of how one media code and 

one media convention work together to convey meaning in a media narrative. An 

example from the narrative has been provided that demonstrates the code and 

convention working in conjunction. The student has outlined the meaning that may 

have been conveyed to an audience in this example, considering the filmmaker’s 

possible intentions and demonstrating knowledge of the media narrative. Appropriate 

application of media language is evident in the response.
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• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how one media code and 

one media convention work together to convey meaning in a media narrative, with 

an example. The student has outlined the meaning that may have been conveyed to 

an audience in this example, demonstrating some consideration of the filmmaker’s 

possible intentions and appropriate knowledge of the media narrative. Some 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of how one media code and 

one media convention work together to convey meaning in a media narrative, with an 

example. The student has broadly suggested how the example demonstrates the code 

and convention, with reference to how meaning may have been conveyed. An attempt 

to use media language is evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.

 » The examiner should know from the beginning of your response which 
media code and convention you will be discussing. Ensure these are 
clearly identified in the first sentence or two of your response.

TIP
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Question 1

Sample response

Unit 3 | Area of Study 1     Narratives and their contexts 
Section B
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response 

that develops an insightful analysis of how codes and conventions are used in the 

construction and/or representation of ideas in a media narrative. The student has used 

specific, detailed examples to support their ideas, and has employed highly appropriate 

media language throughout their response. 

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that develops 

a well-considered analysis of how codes and conventions are used in the construction 

and/or representation of ideas in a media narrative. The student has used specific 

examples to support their analysis, and has employed appropriate media language 

throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops a 

sound analysis of how codes and conventions are used in the construction and/or 

representation of ideas in a media narrative. The student has used appropriate examples 

to support their ideas, and has employed media language throughout their response. 

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a 

general analysis of how codes and conventions are used in the construction and/or 

representation of ideas in a media narrative. The student has used examples to support 

their ideas, and has employed some media language throughout their response. 

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops some analysis of 

how codes and conventions are used in the construction and/or representation of ideas 

in a media narrative. The student may have used broad examples to support their ideas, 

and has employed limited media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that shows some analysis of how 

codes and conventions are used in the construction and/or representation of ideas in a 

media narrative. The student may have used simplistic examples to support their ideas. 

Minimal use of media language is evident, impacting the clarity of the response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited response that demonstrates some 

knowledge of the role codes and conventions play in conveying meaning to an 

audience. 

 » Select key scenes that allow you to delve deep into the analysis of 
codes and conventions, and be very specific in your analysis to support 
your discussion. Remember, the reader may not be familiar with the 
narrative, so you need to be explicit in your examples.

 » Ensure you explain exactly what meaning or ideas have been 
constructed, rather than simply identifying ideas.

 » Use specific terminology to clearly illustrate your discussion.

TIPS
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful analysis of the relationship between media narratives and 

their audiences, referring insightfully to at least one of the following: the production, 

distribution, consumption or reception of a media narrative. The student has used 

specific, detailed examples to support their ideas and has employed highly appropriate 

media language throughout their response. 
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• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that 

develops a well-considered analysis of the relationship between media narratives 

and their audiences, referring strongly to at least one of the following: the production, 

distribution, consumption or reception of a media narrative. The student has used 

specific examples to support their ideas, and has employed appropriate media 

language throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops 

a sound analysis of the relationship between media narratives and their audiences, 

referring coherently to at least one of the following: the production, distribution, 

consumption or reception of a media narrative. The student has used appropriate 

examples to support their ideas and has employed media language throughout their 

response. 

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a general 

analysis of the relationship between media narratives and their audiences, making 

relevant references to at least one of the following: the production, distribution, 

consumption or reception of a media narrative. The student has used examples to 

support their ideas and has employed some media language throughout their response. 

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops some analysis of 

the relationship between media narratives and their audiences, making basic references 

to at least one of the following: the production, distribution, consumption or reception 

of a media narrative. The student has used broad examples to support their ideas and 

has employed limited media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that shows some analysis of the 

relationship between media narratives and their audiences, making basic references to 

at least one of the following: the production, distribution, consumption or reception 

of a media narrative. The student may have used simplistic examples to support their 

ideas. Minimal use of media language is evident, impacting the clarity of the response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that 

demonstrates some knowledge of the relationship between media narratives and their 

audiences, making little or no reference to at least one of the following: the production, 

distribution, consumption or reception of a media narrative. 

Question 3

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful discussion of how the context in which a media narrative is 

consumed can impact audience engagement or reading. The response refers insightfully 

to the relationship between a media narrative and audiences with considered reference 

to the narrative’s contexts. The student has used specific, detailed examples to 

support their ideas and employed highly appropriate media language throughout their 

response. The media narrative used as the basis of the discussion has been addressed to 

an excellent standard.

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that 

develops a well-considered discussion of how the context in which a media narrative is 

consumed can impact audience engagement or reading. The response refers strongly 

to the relationship between a media narrative and audiences with considered reference 

to the narrative’s contexts. The student has used specific examples to support their 

ideas and employed appropriate media language throughout their response. The media 

narrative used as the basis of the discussion has been addressed to a very high standard.
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• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops 

a sound discussion of how the context in which a media narrative is consumed can 

impact audience engagement or reading. The response refers coherently to the 

relationship between a media narrative and audiences with appropriate reference 

to the narrative’s contexts. The student has used appropriate examples to support 

their ideas and employed relevant media language throughout their response. The 

media narrative used as the basis of the discussion has been addressed to a very good 

standard.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a general 

discussion of how the context in which a media narrative is consumed can impact 

audience engagement or reading. The response makes relevant reference to the 

relationship between a media narrative and audiences with reference to the narrative’s 

contexts. The student has used examples to support their ideas and has employed 

some media language throughout their response. The media narrative used as the basis 

of the discussion has been addressed to a good standard.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops some discussion 

of how the context in which a media narrative is consumed can impact audience 

engagement or reading. The response references the relationship between a media 

narrative and audiences with some acknowledgment of the contexts. The student 

may have used broad examples to support their ideas and employed limited media 

language throughout their response. The media narrative used as the basis of the 

discussion has been addressed generally.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that shows some discussion 

of how the context in which a media narrative is consumed can impact audience 

engagement or reading. The student may have used simplistic examples to support 

their response. Minimal use of media language is evident, impacting the clarity of the 

response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that 

demonstrates some knowledge of how the context in which a media narrative is 

consumed can impact audience engagement. Limited or no media language has been 

employed in the response.

 » When referring to narrative context in higher mark questions, provide 
some information about the context you are referring to. In this 
example, the context of Black Lives Matter is not only mentioned, it is 
explained, including how the racial tensions in 2020 arose after George 
Floyd’s death.

TIP
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Question 4

Sample response

Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful analysis of how media codes and conventions in a media 

narrative are used to convey meaning to an audience. The student has used specific, 

detailed examples to support their ideas, and has thoroughly linked their response 

to at least two contexts, which may include social, cultural, institutional, historical, 

economic or political contexts. They have employed highly appropriate media language 

throughout their response.
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• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that develops 

a well-considered discussion of how media codes and conventions in a media narrative 

are used to convey meaning to an audience. The student has used specific examples to 

support their ideas, and has made strong links in their response to at least two contexts, 

which may include social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic or political 

contexts. They have employed appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops a 

sound analysis of how media codes and conventions in a media narrative are used to 

convey meaning to an audience. The student has used appropriate examples to support 

their ideas and has competently linked their response to at least two contexts, which 

may include social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic or political contexts. 

They have employed relevant media language throughout their response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a general 

analysis of how media codes and conventions in a media narrative are used to convey 

meaning to an audience. However, the response may be lacking in specific detail. The 

student has used examples to support their ideas and has soundly linked their response 

to social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic or political contexts. They have 

employed some media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops some analysis 

of how media codes and conventions in a media narrative are used to convey meaning 

to an audience. The student may have used broad examples to support their ideas and 

may vaguely link their response to social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic 

or political contexts. They have employed limited media language throughout their 

response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that develops some analysis of 

how media codes and conventions in a media narrative are used to convey meaning 

to an audience. The student may have used simplistic examples to support their ideas 

and made basic reference to social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic or 

political contexts. Minimal use of media language is evident, impacting the clarity of the 

response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that 

demonstrates some knowledge of the role media codes and conventions in media 

narratives play in conveying meaning to an audience. The response contains little or no 

reference to social, cultural, institutional, historical, economic or political contexts. The 

response contains limited or no examples or media language. 
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Unit 3 | Area of Study 2     Research, development and 
experimentation

Question 1

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed discussion of the way they have 

used a technique or idea of another creator in their own production. The student made 

clear links to the creator and used specific and relevant examples demonstrating a 

deep understanding of both the chosen creator’s style/idea and their own production 

goals. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way they have used a 

technique or idea of another creator in their own production. They have provided 

relevant examples and made links to the creator. The student has demonstrated 

a reasonable understanding of both the chosen creator’s style/idea and their own 

production goals. Some application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way they used a 

technique or idea of another creator in their own production. Some examples have 

been used but they lack specificity. An attempt to use media language is evident; 

however, this may be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way they used a technique 

or idea of another creator in their own production. The student has referred generally to 

their production and given a broad or unrelated example of how the technique or idea 

was used. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this is mostly irrelevant 

or incorrect. 



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 2: Research, development and experimentation

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

82

Question 2a.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark: The student has clearly identified the media form they explored in  

pre-production.

Question 2b.

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question. 

Mark allocation: 4 marks 

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed discussion of the way they have 

used research or investigation of their chosen media form and existing media products 

to shape the planning of their production and the narrative they wanted to tell. The 

student made clear links to the form and products and used specific and relevant 

examples demonstrating a deep understanding of the chosen media form and their 

own production goals. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.
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• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of how the research or 

investigation of their chosen media form and existing media products shaped the 

planning of their production and the narrative they wanted to tell. They have provided 

relevant examples and made links to the chosen media form and products and their 

own production goals. Some application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way the research or 

investigation of their chosen media form and existing media products shaped the 

planning of their production and the narrative they wanted to tell. Some examples have 

been used but lack specificity. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, 

this may be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way the research or 

investigation of their chosen media form and existing media products shaped the 

planning of their production and the narrative they wanted to tell. The student has 

referred generally to their production and given a broad or unrelated example of how 

the technique or idea was used. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, 

this is mostly irrelevant or incorrect. 

 » Be specific when referring to your investigation or research by 
identifying exactly what you researched.

TIP

Question 3

Sample response

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 2 marks: The student has clearly identified two steps they took to develop an idea for 

their media production.

• 1 mark: The student has either clearly identified one step they took to develop an idea 

or they have referenced two steps but only vaguely.
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Question 4

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed discussion of the way one 

production experiment helped refine or develop their skills in their selected media 

form. The student has used specific and relevant examples. Thorough use of appropriate 

media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way one production 

experiment helped refine or develop their skills in their selected media form. The 

answer is supported with relevant examples. Some application of media language is 

evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way one production 

experiment helped refine or develop their skills in their selected media form. Some 

examples have been used but lack specificity. An attempt to use media language is 

evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way one production 

experiment helped refine or develop their skills in their selected media form. Broad 

or unrelated examples are provided. An attempt to use media language is evident; 

however, this is mostly irrelevant or incorrect.

 » The question only asks you to discuss one of your two production 
experiments. If you discuss both, only discussion of one experiment will 
be taken into consideration during marking.

TIP
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Question 5

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed discussion of the way research 

into their media form’s genre/style helped to develop their own production. The 

student has used specific and relevant examples. Thorough use of appropriate media 

language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way research into their 

media form’s genre/style helped to develop their own production. The answer is 

supported with relevant examples. Some application of media language is evident in 

the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way research into their 

media form’s genre/style helped to develop their own production. Some examples have 

been used but lack specificity. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, 

this may be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way research into their 

media form’s genre/style helped to develop their own production. Broad or unrelated 

examples are provided. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this is 

mostly irrelevant or incorrect.
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Question 6

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question. 

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 4–5 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful discussion of how a 

media creator they researched used a code or convention to create meaning and how 

this influenced their own production. The student has provided specific and relevant 

examples. Effective media language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant discussion of how a media 

creator they researched used a code or convention to create meaning and how this 

influenced their own production. The student has provided some relevant examples. 

Relevant media language has been used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how a media creator they 

researched used a code or convention to create meaning and how this influenced their 

own production. Some media language has been used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a weak example of how a media creator they 

researched used a code or convention to create meaning and how this influenced their 

own production. Limited or no media language has been used in the response.



Unit 3, Area of Study 2: Research, development and experimentation

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

87

Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant explanation of how an identified 

skill relates to either their proposed media product or their selected media form. 

Relevant media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general example of how an identified skill relates 

to either their proposed media product or their selected media form. Some media 

language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited description of a skill developed. Little or no 

connection has been established with their proposed media product or their selected 

media form. Limited or no media language is evident in the response.

Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A thoughtful response that clearly explains why experimentation with 

equipment, media technologies, and processes is important in the production of a 

media product. Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that explains why experimentation with equipment, media 

technologies, and processes is important in the production of a media product. Some 

media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that attempts to explain why experimentation with 

equipment, media technologies, and processes is important in the production of a 

media product, but may not provide any additional explanation. Limited or no media 

language has been used in the response.
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Question 9a.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark: An example of media equipment has been correctly identified.

 » Equipment may include (but is not limited to) tripods, lighting, cameras, 
specialised lenses, light reflectors, dolly or a backdrop.

TIP

Question 9b. 

Sample response

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark: An example of a media technology has been correctly identified.

 » Technology may include (but is not limited to) Adobe Illustrator, Adobe 
Photoshop, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Lightroom, Adobe Premiere Pro, 
laptops, scanners or other software.

TIP

Question 9c.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark: An example of a media process has been correctly identified.
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Question 10

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed discussion of the way research 

into their chosen media form and products helped to identify a skill they wanted to 

develop or refine for their own production. The student has used specific and relevant 

examples. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way research into their 

chosen media form and products helped them to identify a skill they wanted to 

develop or refine for their own production. The answer is supported with relevant 

examples. Some application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way research into their 

chosen media form and products helped to identify a skill they wanted to develop or 

refine for their own production. Some examples have been used but lack specificity. An 

attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way research into their 

chosen media form and products helped to identify a skill they wanted to refine or 

develop for their own production. Broad or unrelated examples are provided. An 

attempt to use media language is evident; however, this is mostly irrelevant or incorrect.
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Question 11

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A thoughtful response that clearly explains how the student’s production 

experiments helped communicate their chosen genre/style to their intended audience. 

Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that explains how the student’s production experiments 

helped communicate their chosen genre/style to their intended audience. Some media 

language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that attempts to explain how the student’s production 

experiments helped communicate their chosen genre/style to their intended audience 

but may not provide any additional explanation Limited or no media language has been 

used in the response. 
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Question 12

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided two highly appropriate examples of structural  

and/or aesthetic qualities, referring to the genres, media practitioners, styles or 

products that they researched. They have linked these examples to the purpose of 

engaging audiences in a highly appropriate way. Effective media language is used in the 

response.  

• 3 marks: The student has provided two clear examples of structural and/or aesthetic 

qualities, referring to the genres, media practitioners, styles or products that they 

researched. They have clearly linked these examples to the purpose of engaging 

audiences. Relevant media language is used in the response.  

• 2 marks: The student has provided one detailed example, or two limited examples, 

of structural and/or aesthetic qualities, referring to the genres, media practitioners, 

styles or products that they researched. They have made some reference to audience 

engagement. Basic media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has identified a limited example of a structural or aesthetic quality, 

referring to the genres, media practitioners, styles or products that they researched. 

They may not have linked this to audience engagement. Limited or no media language 

is used in the response.  

Note: If only one specific example is given, a maximum of two marks can be awarded.
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Question 13 

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 3 marks 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a thoughtful response that clearly explains how one 

component of their research relates to a skill required to produce a media form. The 

student has given relevant details that outline the information gathered from the research 

process and has summarised how their skills developed as a result. Relevant media 

language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general response that explains how one component 

of their research relates to a skill required to produce a media form. The student has 

broadly outlined how their skills developed as a result of their research. Some media 

language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited response that attempts to explain how their 

research relates to a skill required to produce a media form but may not provide any 

additional explanation. Limited or no media language has been used in the response.
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Question 14 

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 5 marks 

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful discussion of how a process 

that has been used to document the development of a media product has helped them 

create their media product. The student has given a specific and detailed example 

to support their discussion of how this process enabled them to realise their media 

production. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of how a process that has been 

used to document the development of a media product has helped them create their 

media product. The student has given a detailed example to support their discussion 

of how this process enabled them to realise their media production. Appropriate 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how a process that has been 

used to document the development of a media product has helped them create their 

media product. The student has given an example to support their discussion of how 

this process enabled them to realise their media production. Some application of 

media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of how a process that has been 

used to document the development of a media product has helped them create their 

media product. The student has given a broad or unrelated example to support their 

discussion. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may be with 

some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.
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Question 15 

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful example of how they 

developed one skill during their research, development and experimentation stage. 

They have linked this to their selected media form in a considered way. Highly relevant 

media language is used in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant example of how they developed 

one skill during their research, development and experimentation stage. They have 

linked this to their selected media form in an appropriate way. Effective media language 

is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided an appropriate example of how they developed 

one skill during their research, development and experimentation stage. They have 

clearly linked this to their selected media form. Relevant media language is used in the 

response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general example of how they developed one skill 

during their research, development and experimentation stage. They have linked this to 

their selected media form in some way. Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has identified a limited example of one skill developed during their 

research, development and experimentation stage. They have not linked this to their 

selected media form. Limited or no media language is used in the response.
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Question 1

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

For each element discussed: 

• 2 marks: An insightful explanation of how the student considered the identified element 

when planning the timeline of their production process. The response may contain 

specific examples to support their discussion.

• 1 mark: A general explanation of how the student considered the identified element 

when planning the timeline of their production process.

Question 2

Sample response

Unit 3 | Area of Study 3    Pre-production planning
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Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed discussion of the way a media product was 

designed to achieve a specific intention. The student has set out clear parameters for 

their success (e.g. conveying a specific message to the audience and constructing a film 

that effectively fits an intended genre) and given specific and appropriate example/s 

of how they planned to ensure this success in the production process. Thorough use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way a media product was 

designed to achieve a specific intention. The student has set out general parameters for 

their success and given relevant example/s of how they planned to ensure this success 

in the production process. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the 

response. 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way a media product 

was designed to achieve an intention. The student has set out some parameters for 

their success and given an example of how they planned to ensure this success in the 

production process. Some application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way a media product was 

designed to achieve an intention. The student has referred generally to their intention 

and given a broad or unrelated example of how they planned to ensure this success in 

the production process. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may 

be with some inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response. 

Question 3

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a detailed and specific example of how they created 

written and visual planning documents for a media product. They have made a highly 

appropriate connection between this example and their ability to plan their product. 

Effective media language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and specific example of how they created 

written and/or visual planning documents for a media product. They have made 

a sound connection between this example and their ability to plan their product. 

Relevant media language is used in the response.
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• 2 marks: The student has provided a general example of how they created written  

and/or visual planning documents for a media product. They have made some 

connection between this example and their ability to plan their product. Some media 

language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has identified a form of a written or visual planning document 

for a media product. They may or may not have provided some description of how 

this enabled them to plan their product. Limited or no media language is used in the 

response.

Question 4

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question. 



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 3: Pre-production planning

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

98

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 5–6 marks: The student has clearly identified two codes or conventions, and has 

developed an insightful and detailed response that comprehensively outlines the 

rationale for employing these in their product, with specific reference to form, product 

details or intended audience.

• 3–4 marks: The student has identified two codes or conventions, and has developed 

a clear and competent response that justifies employing these in their product, with 

reference to form, product details or intended audience.

• 1–2 marks: The student may have identified one or two codes or conventions, but 

the response is limited or incomplete, and may give only a limited justification for 

employing these in the product.

Note: Students may be marked at the lower end of each range if they have not discussed 

each of the two selected codes or conventions in equal depth.

 » Ensure you refer to a specific audience, such as by identifying their age 
and/or interests.

TIP

Question 5

Sample response

Marking allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: A thoughtful response that clearly discusses a media process the student 

undertook to develop their narrative. Specific and relevant examples are used to 

support the discussion. Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that discusses a media process the student undertook to 

develop their narrative. A relevant example is used. Some media language is used in the 

response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that attempts to discuss a media process the student 

undertook to develop their narrative but that may not provide any additional 

explanation. 
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Question 6

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 4–5 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful discussion of how they 

intended to use a media code and/or convention to engage their audience. The student 

has provided specific and relevant examples. Effective media language is used in the 

response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant discussion of how they intended 

to use a media code and/or convention to engage their audience. The student has 

provided some relevant examples. Relevant media language has been used in the 

response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how they intended to use a 

media code and/or convention to engage their audience and may have provided a basic 

example. Some media language has been used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a weak example of how they intended to use a media 

code and/or convention to engage their audience. Limited or no media language has 

been used in the response.
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Question 1

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: A sophisticated discussion of the way the student planned to use one code and 

one convention to convey meaning, communicate ideas and/or engage audiences in 

their selected media narrative. Detailed and highly appropriate example/s have been 

used to highlight the connection between the intended narrative and the selected code 

and convention. Effective application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 4 marks: A competent discussion of the way the student planned to use one code and 

one convention to convey meaning, communicate ideas and/or engage audiences in 

their selected media narrative. Specific and relevant example/s have been referenced 

to highlight the connection between the intended narrative and the selected code and 

convention. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: A general discussion of the way the student planned to use one code and one 

convention in their selected media narrative. Appropriate example/s may have been 

used to highlight the connection between the intended narrative and the selected code 

and convention. Some media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A limited discussion of the way the student planned to use one code and one 

convention in their selected media narrative. A limited example may have been used to 

substantiate the response. An attempt to use media language is present; however, this 

may contain some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: A very limited or incomplete discussion of the way the student planned to use 

a code or convention in their selected media narrative. Some part of the question is 

answered. Little or no media language is used in the response.  

Unit 4 | Area of Study 1    Media production
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: A sophisticated discussion of the way undertaking feedback and reflection 

processes influenced the student’s completed media product. Considered references 

may be made to attempts to appropriately reflect the intention, audience, genre and 

style, narrative or codes and conventions set out in the production plan. The student 

has provided two detailed and highly appropriate examples of the alterations or 

refinements that were made in response to feedback and reflection. Media language is 

used effectively throughout the response. 

• 5 marks: A detailed discussion of the way undertaking feedback and reflection 

processes influenced the student’s completed media product. Appropriate reference 

may be made to attempts to appropriately reflect the intention, audience, genre and 

style, narrative or codes and conventions set out in the production plan. The student 

has provided two specific and appropriate examples of the alterations or refinements 

that were made in response to feedback and reflection. Appropriate media language is 

used throughout the response.

 » This question asks you to refer to your production plan (previously 
referred to as production design). Be careful not to discuss your 
completed product, but rather the planning and design process. 

TIP
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• 4 marks: A clear discussion of the way undertaking feedback and reflection processes 

influenced the student’s completed media product. Some reference may be made to 

attempts to appropriately reflect the intention, audience, genre and style, narrative or 

codes and conventions set out in the production plan. The student has provided two 

relevant examples of the alterations or refinements that were made in response to 

feedback and reflection. Appropriate media language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: A general discussion of the way undertaking feedback and reflection processes 

influenced the student’s completed media product. The student may reference 

attempts to reflect the intention, audience, genre and style, narrative or codes and 

conventions set out in the production plan. The student has provided at least one 

example of the alterations or refinements that were made in response to feedback and 

reflection. Some media language is used in the response. 

• 2 marks: A limited discussion of the way undertaking feedback and reflection processes 

influenced the student’s completed media product. The student may have referred 

generally to feedback they received and given an unrelated example or a broad 

example of how they responded to this. An attempt to use media language is evident; 

however, this may contain inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: An incomplete or very limited response that answers part of the question. Little 

or no use of media language is evident in the response.  

Question 3

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant example of how their written or 

visual document impacted their production plan. Relevant media language is used in 

the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general example of how their written or visual 

document impacted their production plan. Some media language is used in the 

response.

• 1 mark: The student has identified a limited example of how their written or visual 

document impacted their production plan. Limited or no media language is used in the 

response.
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Question 4

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has provided a detailed and considered description of an intended 

audience. They have clearly related this audience to their media product. Relevant 

media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general description of an intended audience and 

made some connection between this and their media product. Some media language is 

evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited response that broadly identifies an audience 

and includes some reference to a media product. Limited or no media language is 

evident in the response.

 » Remember, the examiners are unaware of your media production plan 
and your product, so ensure you provide the context of your work.

TIP
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Question 5

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided a detailed and insightful discussion of how they 

applied production processes appropriate to their form or narrative. They have made 

clear connections between the narrative and the way they used production processes 

to benefit the narrative. Effective media language is used in the response. 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant discussion of how they applied 

production processes appropriate to their form or narrative. They have made sound 

connections between the narrative and the way they used production processes to 

benefit the narrative. Relevant media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how they applied production 

processes appropriate to their form or narrative. They have made some connections 

between the narrative and the way they used production processes to benefit the 

narrative. Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.

Note: If the student has opted to discuss a media form rather than a narrative, the 

response may be slightly more general in nature but should otherwise be of the same 

standard. 
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Question 6

Sample response

Note: Refinements you may discuss include: colour correction, changes to dialogue, 

changes to casting, additional scenes or deleted scenes, or changes in score or soundtrack.

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 4–5 marks: The student has developed a detailed and insightful analysis of how the 

selected refinement enabled them to achieve an intention for their media product. 

The student has likely referred to the feedback processes and used these to justify the 

effectiveness of this refinement. Effective media language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant analysis of how the selected 

refinement enabled them to achieve an intention for their media product. They may 

have referred to the feedback processes implemented in post-production. Relevant 

media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general explanation of how the selected 

refinement enabled them to achieve part of their intention for their media product. 

Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited description of the selected refinement. They 

may not have linked this to their intention. Limited or no media language is used in the 

response.

 » When considering your refinement, think about the feedback you 
received and how this helped you to shape your product.

TIP
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Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has developed a detailed and insightful discussion of how they 

came to make refinements to the materials, technologies and/or processes that they 

used in the creation of their media product. The student has provided two examples 

of factors that led to these refinements, which may include things like feedback from 

peers or unexpected complications that arose in the production process, and discussed 

them equally. Effective media language is used in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has developed a thorough and relevant discussion of how they 

came to make refinements to the materials, technologies and/or processes that they 

used in the creation of their media product. The student has provided two examples 

of factors that led to these refinements and discussed them equally. Effective media 

language is used in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant discussion of how they came to 

make refinements to the materials, technologies and/or processes that they used in the 

creation of their media product. The student has provided two examples of factors that 

led to these refinements, although one may have been discussed in more detail than 

the other. Appropriate media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has outlined two factors that led to the refinement of the 

materials, technologies and/or processes that they used in the creation of their media 

product OR the student has provided a basic discussion of how they came to make 

these refinements, with reference to at least one factor. Some media language is used in 

the response.

• 1 mark: Student has provided a limited description of a factor that led to refinement. 

They may not have linked this to their media product. Limited or no media language is 

used in the response.

 » Make sure you discuss each factor in equal depth.

TIP
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Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has constructed a comprehensive evaluation of how the reflection 

or feedback process enabled or hindered the refinement and resolution of a media 

product. Detailed and relevant examples relating to a media product have been 

provided, and these are used to demonstrate the application and effectiveness of the 

reflection or feedback process. Highly appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.

• 4 marks: The student has constructed a clear evaluation of how the reflection or 

feedback process enabled or hindered the refinement and resolution of a media 

product. Specific and relevant examples relating to a media product have been 

provided, and these are used to demonstrate the application and effectiveness of the 

reflection or feedback process. Appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the reflection or feedback 

process and attempted to evaluate how this enabled or hindered the refinement and 

resolution of a media product. Broad examples relating to a media product have been 

used to show the application and effectiveness of the reflection or feedback process. 

Relevant media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has identified a reflection or feedback process and outlined how 

the process identified was used to refine or resolve their product OR the student has 

provided a basic discussion of how they came to make refinements to their product. 

Little or no attempt has been made to evaluate the reflection or feedback process. 

Some media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has identified a reflection or feedback process and has provided 

some description of how they refined or resolved their media product. Limited or no 

media language is evident in the response.



© Insight PublicationsVCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

108

Unit 4 | Area of Study 2     Agency and control in the media 
Section A

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has clearly and insightfully explained one way in which 

globalisation has impacted how Australian audiences consume media products. The 

response may include a relevant example.

• 2 marks: The student has competently outlined one way in which globalisation has 

impacted how Australian audiences consume media products, and may have included a 

limited example. 

• 1 mark: The student has identified an impact of globalisation, but the response may be 

limited or incomplete, without a relevant link to Australian audiences. 

Question 1

Sample response
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 4–5 marks: The student has written a detailed and sophisticated response, 

demonstrating a thorough understanding of the relationship between the media and 

its audience as it exists in the contemporary media landscape, while also providing a 

discussion of how this conflicts with or develops earlier beliefs about the relationship. 

The student may have provided an insightful and relevant example to support their 

response, and has used appropriate media language throughout.

• 2–3 marks: The student has written a competent response, demonstrating a sound 

understanding of the relationship between the media and its audience as it exists in 

the contemporary media landscape, while also providing some discussion of how this 

conflicts with or develops earlier beliefs about the relationship. The student may have 

provided a broad or somewhat relevant example to support their response and has 

used some media language. 

• 1 mark: The student has written a limited or incomplete response that attempts to 

convey some understanding of the relationship between the media and its audience.
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Question 3

Sample response

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response, in order to 

show the range of detail that can be used to answer the question. 

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 5–6 marks: The student has developed a considered discussion about how the  

co-dependence of social media and advertising poses an ethical or legal issue, 

particularly with reference to production, distribution, consumption and/or reception. 

The response has been supported with specific and relevant examples that convey 

a sophisticated level of understanding as to how this issue may appear in the 

contemporary media landscape. The student has employed a wide range of appropriate 

media language in their response. 
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• 3–4 marks: The student has developed a competent discussion about how the  

co-dependence of social media and advertising poses an ethical or legal issue, and has 

referenced production, distribution, consumption and/or reception. The response has 

been supported with examples that convey a sound level of understanding as to how 

this issue may appear in the contemporary media landscape. The student has employed 

some appropriate media language in their response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has developed a limited or incomplete discussion about how 

the relationship between social media and advertising poses an ethical or legal issue. 

This may be simplistic or fail to reference production, distribution, consumption  

and/or reception. The student may have employed some limited media language in 

their response.

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has constructed a detailed and sophisticated response that 

demonstrates an insightful understanding of the relationship between user-generated 

content and one legal or ethical issue. The student has supported their answer with a 

specific example. Highly effective use of appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.

• 3 marks: The student has constructed a clear response that demonstrates a sound 

understanding of the relationship between user-generated content and one legal or 

ethical issue. The student has supported their answer with a clear and relevant example. 

Effective use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has constructed a response that demonstrates a basic 

understanding of the relationship between user-generated content and one legal 

or ethical issue. The student has supported their response with an example, but this 

may be general in nature. Some use of appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.

Question 4

Sample response

 » You do not necessarily need to refer to communication theories in 
response to this question, but some of these (such as Two-Step Flow 
theory or Filter Bubble theory) may be useful in illustrating your point. 

TIP
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• 1 mark: The student has constructed a limited response that addresses part of 

the question or is incomplete. The student may simply have identified a legal or 

ethical issue and made a broad statement about its relationship to modern media 

technologies. Little or no use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

Question 5

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of the way commercial 

content has evolved over time, with specific, insightful and balanced reference to 

each image. There is a highly relevant discussion of the legal and/or ethical issues that 

changes to commercial content may have caused. Specific and highly appropriate 

examples have been used to substantiate discussion. Effective application of media 

language is evident in the response. 

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed discussion of the way commercial 

content has evolved over time, with highly appropriate and balanced reference to 

each image. There is a thorough discussion of the legal and/or ethical issues that 

changes to commercial content may have caused. Specific examples have been used to 

substantiate discussion. Thorough use of appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.
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• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear discussion of the way commercial content 

has evolved over time, with highly appropriate reference to each image. There is an 

appropriate discussion of the legal and/or ethical issues that changes to commercial 

content may have caused. Relevant examples have been used to substantiate 

discussion. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way commercial content 

has evolved over time, with reference to the image/s. There is some understanding of 

the legal and/or ethical issues that changes to commercial content may have caused. 

Basic examples have been used to substantiate discussion. Some application of media 

language is evident in the response. 

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way commercial content 

has evolved over time, which has limited relevance to the image/s. There is a basic 

understanding of the legal and/or ethical issues that changes to commercial content 

may have caused. Limited or general examples may have been used as part of the 

response. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may be with some 

inaccuracies. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.  

Question 6

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of the way a clearly 

identified globalised media institution (e.g. Facebook, Apple, Google, Samsung, 

Instagram) or individual has attempted to exert control over a specific audience. A 

detailed and highly appropriate example has been used to substantiate the response. 

Effective application of media language is evident in the response. 
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• 4 marks: The student has provided a competent discussion of the way a clearly 

identified globalised media institution or individual has attempted to exert control over 

a specific audience. A detailed and relevant example has been used to substantiate the 

response. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way a globalised media 

institution or an individual has attempted to exert control over an audience. The 

student has used a general example to substantiate the response. Some application of 

media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of the way a globalised media 

institution or an individual has attempted to exert control over an audience. A limited 

example may have been used to substantiate the response. An attempt to use media 

language is evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a very limited or incomplete discussion of the way 

a globalised media institution or an individual has attempted to exert control over a 

loosely defined audience. Some part of the question is answered. Little or no use of 

media language is evident in the response.

Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated discussion of a clearly identified 

challenge facing Australia’s regulatory bodies as a result of globalisation and 

contemporary media practices (e.g. the rise of streaming services or social media). The 

discussion is substantiated with a detailed and highly appropriate example. Effective 

application of media language is evident in the response. 

• 4 marks: The student has provided a competent discussion of a clearly identified 

challenge facing Australia’s regulatory bodies as a result of globalisation and 

contemporary media practices. The discussion is substantiated with a detailed and 

relevant example. Appropriate application of media language is evident in the response.
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• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of a clearly identified challenge 

facing Australia’s regulatory bodies as a result of globalisation and contemporary media 

practices. The student has used a general example to substantiate the response. Some 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited response that identifies a challenge 

faced by regulatory bodies and relates this to globalisation and contemporary media 

practices. Limited or no example has been used to substantiate the response. An 

attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a very limited or incomplete response that shows 

little or no understanding of a challenge faced by regulatory bodies as a result of 

globalisation and contemporary media practices. Part of the question is answered. Little 

or no use of media language is evident in the response.  

 » This question asks you to discuss Australia’s regulatory bodies, so 
ensure that your answer is specific to Australia.

TIP

Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: A sophisticated explanation of at least one issue or challenge that may arise in 

media regulation. The response is substantiated with a detailed and highly appropriate 

example. Effective media language is used throughout the response. 

• 3 marks: A competent explanation of at least one issue or challenge that may arise in 

media regulation. The response is substantiated with a specific and relevant example. 

Appropriate media language is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general explanation of one issue or challenge that may arise in media 

regulation. The student has used a general example to substantiate the response. Some 

media language is used in the response.
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 » It may help to focus on the actions of a specific Australian regulatory 
body in your response. 

TIP

• 1 mark: A very limited or incomplete response that shows basic understanding of a 

challenge or issue faced by regulatory bodies. Little or no media language is used in the 

response.  

Question 9

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: The student has constructed a detailed and sophisticated response that 

demonstrates an insightful understanding of the relationship between the harvesting and 

sale of personal information and one legal and/or ethical issue that may arise from this 

development. In their response, they have thoughtfully related their discussion to two of 

the required dot points. The student may have supported their answer with a specific and 

detailed example. Highly effective use of appropriate media language is evident in the 

response.

• 4 marks: The student has constructed a competent response that demonstrates a 

considered understanding of the relationship between the harvesting and sale of 

personal information and one legal and/or ethical issue that may arise from this 

development. In their response, they have appropriately related their discussion to two 

of the required dot points. The student may have supported their answer with a relevant 

example. Highly appropriate use of relevant media language is evident in the response.
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• 3 marks: The student has constructed a clear response that demonstrates an 

understanding of the relationship between the harvesting and sale of personal 

information and one legal and/or ethical issue that may arise from this development. 

In their response, they have related their discussion to two of the required dot points. 

The student may have supported their answer with an example. Effective use of media 

language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has constructed a response that demonstrates a basic 

understanding of the relationship between the harvesting and sale of personal 

information and one legal and/or ethical issue that may arise from this development. 

They have related their response to at least one of the provided dot points. Some use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has constructed a limited response that addresses some part of 

the question but may be incomplete. The student may simply have identified a legal 

or ethical issue and made a broad statement about its relationship to modern media 

technologies. Little or no use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.

Question 10a.

Sample response

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark: An appropriate issue or challenge relating to regulation and control of the media 

has been identified.

Question 10b. 

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: A thoughtful and detailed analysis that explains the issue or challenge 

mentioned in part a. with reference to how regulatory bodies or media platforms 

manage or regulate the media. The student may use a specific example to substantiate 

their analysis. Highly appropriate media language is used in the response. 

• 3 marks: A clear analysis that explains the issue or challenge mentioned in part a. with 

reference to how regulatory bodies or media platforms manage or regulate the media. 

The student may use an example to substantiate their analysis. Relevant media language 

is used in the response.

• 2 marks: A general response that explains the issue or challenge mentioned in part a. 

with reference to how regulatory bodies or media platforms manage or regulate the 

media. Some media language is used in the response.

• 1 mark: A limited response that demonstrates a basic understanding of the issue or 

challenge mentioned in part a. with reference to how regulatory bodies or media 

platforms manage or regulate the media. Limited or no media language is used in the 

response.  

Question 11

Sample response



Unit 4, Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media Section A

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

119

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: The student has outlined two highly appropriate ways the relationship 

between the media and its audience has changed over time. The response explains in 

a considered manner how modern technologies and media processes have impacted 

this relationship, and conveys a sophisticated understanding of the ways the media and 

audiences interact. Highly appropriate media language has been used in the response.

• 5 marks: The student has outlined two relevant ways the relationship between 

the media and its audience has changed over time. The response explains in a 

competent manner how modern technologies and media processes have impacted 

this relationship and conveys a considered understanding of the ways the media and 

audiences interact. Thorough application of media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has outlined two general ways the relationship between the media 

and its audience has changed over time. The response explains in a clear manner how 

the modern media landscape differs to the traditional media landscape. Appropriate 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has outlined at least one relevant way the relationship between 

the media and its audience has changed over time. The response attempts to explain 

how the modern media landscape differs to the traditional media landscape. Some 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has outlined at least one general way the relationship between the 

media and its audience has changed over time. The response may attempt to explain 

how the modern media landscape differs to the traditional media landscape. Limited 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: An incomplete or very limited response that answers part of the question. Little 

or no use of media language is evident in the response.  

 » Be sure to consider both the traditional and modern media landscapes 
in your response.

TIP
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Question 12

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has constructed a detailed response that demonstrates an 

insightful understanding of how the media is thought to exert influence. The student 

has supported their answer with a specific and detailed example. Highly effective use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has constructed a clear response that demonstrates a sound 

understanding of how the media can exert influence. The student has supported their 

answer with a clear and relevant example. Effective use of appropriate media language 

is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has constructed a response that demonstrates a basic 

understanding of how the media can exert influence. The student may have supported 

their response with an example, but this may be general in nature. Some use of 

appropriate media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has constructed a limited response that addresses some part of the 

question but may be incomplete. The student may have listed an example of where the 

media was thought to have exerted influence, with limited or no discussion. Little or no 

use of appropriate media language is evident in the response.
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Question 13

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: A sophisticated exploration of the ways the changing relationship between 

the media and audiences is evident in the way that individuals use media. Specific 

and highly appropriate examples have been used to substantiate discussion. Effective 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 5 marks: A detailed exploration of the ways the changing relationship between the 

media and audiences is evident in the way that individuals use media. Specific examples 

have been used to substantiate discussion. Thorough use of appropriate media 

language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: A clear exploration of the ways the changing relationship between the media 

and audiences is evident in the way that individuals use media. Relevant examples may 

have been used to substantiate discussion. Appropriate application of media language 

is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: A general exploration of the ways the changing relationship between the 

media and audiences is evident in the way that individuals use media. Basic examples 

may have been used to substantiate discussion. Some application of media language is 

evident in the response.

• 2 marks: A limited response that addresses how the changing relationship between 

the media and audiences is evident in the way that individuals use media. Limited 

or general examples may have been used as part of the response. An attempt to use 

media language is evident; however, this may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: An incomplete or very limited response that answers some part of the question. 

Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.
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Question 14

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 5 marks: A sophisticated discussion of one issue that has challenged the Australian 

Government’s ability to manage or regulate media use. A detailed and highly 

appropriate example has been used to substantiate the response. Effective application 

of media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: A competent discussion of one issue that has challenged the Australian 

Government’s ability to manage or regulate media use. A detailed and relevant example 

has most likely been used to substantiate the response. Appropriate application of 

media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: A general discussion of one issue that has challenged the Australian 

Government’s ability to manage or regulate media use. Student may have used a general 

example to substantiate the response. Some application of media language is evident in 

the response.

• 2 marks: A basic discussion of one issue that has challenged the Australian Government’s 

ability to manage or regulate media use. A limited example may have been used to 

substantiate the response. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this 

may be with some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: A very limited or incomplete discussion of an issue in regulation. The student 

may not have referenced the Australian Government in their response. Some part of the 

question is answered. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.

 » Make sure you use a specific example to support your response.

TIP
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Question 15

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 3 marks: The student has constructed a clear and detailed explanation that conveys an 

insightful understanding of the ways both the media and audiences can exercise agency. 

Relevant media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general explanation that conveys an accurate 

understanding of the ways both the media and audiences can excercise agency. Some 

media language is evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited explanation of the ways both the media 

and audiences can exercise agency. Little or no use of media language is evident in the 

response.

 » This question asks you to explain and is only worth 3 marks, so your 
answer may include, but does not require, specific examples.

TIP

Question 16

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 4 marks: The student has provided an insightful discussion of the way the relationship 

between audiences and global media institutions has changed over time. A detailed 

and relevant example has been used to substantiate the response. Effective application 

of media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a competent discussion of the way the relationship 

between audiences and global media institutions has changed over time. An example 

has been used to substantiate the response. Appropriate application of media language 

is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the way the relationship 

between audiences and global media institutions has changed over time. A limited 

example may have been used to substantiate the response. Some media language is 

evident in the response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided a limited or incomplete discussion of the way the 

relationship between audiences and global media institutions has changed over time. 

Some part of the question is answered. Little or no use of media language is evident in 

the response.

Question 17

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 7 marks

• 6–7 marks: The student has constructed a comprehensive analysis of how a legal or 

ethical issue can be seen in the production and/or distribution of media products. A 

specific and detailed example of an issue has been provided. The student has used 

highly appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 4–5 marks: The student has constructed a clear analysis of how a legal or ethical 

issue can be seen in the production and/or distribution of media products. A relevant 

example of an issue has been provided. The student has used appropriate media 

language throughout their response.

• 2–3 marks: The student has constructed a general discussion of how a legal or ethical 

issue can be seen in the production and/or distribution of media products. An example 

of an issue has been provided but may be broad or irrelevant to the question. The 

student has used some media language throughout their response.

• 1 mark: The student has given a limited or incomplete response that has made some 

attempt to answer how a legal or ethical issue can be seen in the production and/or 

distribution of media products. The student has used limited or no media language 

throughout their response.

 » Rather than thinking about media products in your response, focus on 
the companies that produce and distribute media products in order to 
answer this question effectively.

TIP

Question 18 

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 3 marks 

• 3 marks: The student has provided a clear and detailed explanation of why regulation 

can be challenging. They may have provided a specific and relevant example to support 

the discussion. Relevant media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a general explanation of why regulation can be 

challenging. They may have provided an example to support the discussion. Some 

media language is evident in the response. 

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.
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Question 19

Sample response 

Note: This sample response is of a higher level than a typical student response to show 

the range of detail that can be used to answer this question.

Mark allocation: 7 marks 

• 6–7 marks: The student has provided a comprehensive evaluation of a particular ethical 

or legal issue, with thoughtful consideration of the provided image. The student has 

discussed the potential harms, as well as the potential benefits, relating to the issue. They 

have used appropriate examples to support the discussion and demonstrated an insightful 

understanding of the complexities of the issue. They have referred explicitly and accurately 

to the production, distribution, consumption or reception of products throughout their 

discussion, and have used highly appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 4–5 marks: The student has provided a clear evaluation of a particular ethical or legal 

issue, with consideration of the provided image. The student has discussed the potential 

harms, as well as the potential benefits, relating to the issue. They have used relevant 

examples to support the discussion and demonstrated an understanding of the 

complexities of the issue. They have referred accurately to the production, distribution, 

consumption or reception of products throughout their discussion, and have used 

appropriate media language throughout their response.
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Question 20

Sample response 

 » Before you start writing, consider the provided image and jot down 
some quick dot points noting how it relates to ethical or legal issues 
concerning media products. Brainstorming these connections before 
you start writing will make it easier for you to include relevant 
references to the image in your response.

TIP

• 2–3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of a particular ethical or legal 

issue, with reference to the provided image. The student has discussed harms  

and/or benefits relating to the issue. They have referred to the production, distribution, 

consumption or reception of products, though this may be with some inaccuracies. They 

have used some media language throughout their response.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. They have used little or no media language in the response.

Note: In addressing the image, students may discuss, but are not limited to, the following: 

the use of spyware; data aggregation; algorithms; targeted advertising; privacy breaches and 

hacking; and the prevalence of personal recording equipment in the modern media landscape. 
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Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 6 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated analysis of the changing nature of 

the relationship between the media and audiences. They have used specific, detailed 

examples that demonstrate the dynamic nature of this relationship and have engaged 

in a highly appropriate discussion of the factors that have led to these examples. The 

student has provided a balanced and insightful exploration of both the media and its 

audience. Effective application of media language is evident in the response.

• 5 marks: The student has provided a detailed analysis of the changing nature of the 

relationship between the media and audiences. They have used detailed examples 

that demonstrate the dynamic nature of this relationship and have engaged in an 

appropriate discussion of the factors that have led to these examples. The student has 

provided a balanced and considered exploration of both the media and its audience. 

Effective application of media language is evident in the response.

• 4 marks: The student has provided a clear analysis of the changing nature of the 

relationship between the media and audiences. They have used examples that 

demonstrate the dynamic nature of this relationship and have engaged in a clear 

discussion of the factors that have led to these examples. The student has provided a 

balanced exploration of both the media and its audience. Appropriate application of 

media language is evident in the response.

• 3 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of the changing nature of 

the relationship between the media and audiences. They have used examples to 

substantiate discussion and shown some understanding of factors that have led 

to these examples. They have considered both the media and its audience. Some 

application of media language is evident in the response.

• 2 marks: The student has provided a limited discussion of the changing nature of the 

relationship between the media and audiences. They may have used broad examples in 

their response. An attempt to use media language is evident; however, this may be with 

some inaccuracies.

• 1 mark: The student has provided an incomplete or very limited response that answers 

some part of the question. Little or no use of media language is evident in the response.
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Unit 4 | Area of Study 2     Agency and control in the media 
Section B

Question 1 

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful analysis of how media influence and audience agency have 

developed or changed. The student has related these changes to issues and challenges 

relating to regulation and control in a considered and relevant way. The student has 

used a range of specific, highly pertinent examples to support their ideas, and has 

employed highly appropriate media language throughout their response. 

• 12–13 marks: A detailed and thorough response that develops a well-considered analysis 

of how media influence and audience agency have developed or changed. The student 

has strongly related these changes to issues and challenges relating to regulation and 

control, and has used appropriate, considered examples to support their ideas. They 

have employed relevant media language throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops 

a sound analysis of how media influence and audience agency have developed 

or changed. The student has made clear links to issues and challenges relating to 

regulation and control, and has used appropriate examples to support their ideas. They 

have employed relevant media language throughout their response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has developed a competent response that develops a general 

analysis of how media influence and audience agency have developed or changed. The 

student has related these changes to issues and challenges relating to regulation and 

control. The student has used relevant examples in their response and has employed 

relevant media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops some analysis 

of how media influence and audience agency have developed or changed. The student 

may have attempted to relate these changes to issues and challenges relating to 

regulation and control, or may have outlined these issues and challenges in brief detail. 

The student has substantiated their response with a basic example, and has employed 

relevant media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that addresses most elements of 

the question. The student may have used a brief but appropriate example to support 

their ideas, and employed some appropriate media language throughout their response.
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• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that fails to 

analyse how media influence and audience agency have developed or changed. The 

response may show some basic understanding of the relationship between media and 

audiences. The student may have failed to relate these changes to issues and challenges 

relating to regulation and control, or may have done so superficially. The response may 

contain limited examples and media language.

 » This question contains numerous parts that all need to be addressed in 
your response. Think carefully about how you are going to relate your 
answer back to each part of the question before you start writing. 

TIP

Question 2

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful analysis of the changing relationship between the media 

and audiences, and clearly links these changes to theories of communication. The 

student has discussed these changes in detail, and has effectively presented different 

theoretical responses to this relationship from commentators or academics. The 

student has used a range of specific, highly appropriate examples to support their ideas 

and has employed highly appropriate media language throughout their response. 

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that 

develops a well-considered analysis of the changing relationship between the 

media and audiences, and makes strong links between these changes to theories of 

communication. The student has discussed these changes in reasonable detail and 

has presented different theoretical responses to this relationship from traditional 

commentators or academics. The student has used appropriate and considered 

examples to support their ideas and has employed relevant media language throughout 

their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops a 

competent discussion of the changing relationship between the media and audiences, 

and clearly links these changes to theories of communication. The student has used 

these changes to evaluate the work of academics and commentators. They have 

substantiated their ideas with relevant examples and employed relevant media 

language throughout their response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a general  

discussion of the changing relationship between the media and audiences, and links 

these changes to theories of communication. The student has used these changes to 

discuss the work of academics and commentators. They have substantiated their ideas 

with relevant examples and employed media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that develops a discussion of 

the changing relationship between the media and audiences, and links these changes to 

theories of communication. The student has attempted to relate these changes to the 

works of academics and commentators, or may have outlined the key changes in brief 

detail. The student has substantiated their response with limited examples, and has 

employed some relevant media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that addresses some elements 

of the question. The student has used a brief example to support their ideas and has 

employed some appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that fails to 

develop a discussion of theories of communication. The response may show some 

basic understanding of the changing relationship between media and audiences. The 

response may contain limited examples, and limited or no media language is evident.
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Question 3

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

develops an insightful discussion of how the modern media landscape reflects the 

agency of both the media and audiences. The student has discussed the extent of this 

agency in strong detail. The student has used a range of specific, highly appropriate 

examples to support their ideas and has employed highly appropriate media language 

throughout their response. 

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that develops 

a well-considered discussion of how the modern media landscape reflects the agency 

of both the media and audiences. The student has discussed the extent of this agency in 

detail. The student has used specific examples to support their analysis, demonstrating 

a strong understanding of their relevance. The student has used appropriate media 

language throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that develops a 

competent discussion of how the modern media landscape reflects the agency of both 

the media and audiences. The student has thoughtfully referred to the extent to which 

each party may be able to exert influence and has substantiated this with relevant and 

specific examples. The student has employed relevant media language throughout their 

response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that develops a general 

discussion of how the modern media landscape reflects the agency of both the 

media and audiences. The student has used examples to support their ideas and has 

employed some media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that addresses most 

elements of the question. They may have focused primarily on either the media or the 

audience and their capacity to exert agency, rather than considering both. A broad 

but appropriate example may have been used to support their ideas. The student has 

employed some media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that addresses some elements of 

the question. They may have focused primarily on either the media or the audience and 

their capacity to exert agency, rather than considering both. The student may have used 

simplistic examples to support their response. The student has employed minimal use 

of media language throughout their response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that develops 

a partial discussion of the agency held by the media and audiences. The response may 

show some basic understanding of media influence. The student may simply have 

acknowledged or restated the statement preceding the question. The response may 

contain limited examples, and limited or no media language is evident.
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Question 4

Sample response



© Insight Publications

Unit 4, Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media Section B

VCE Revision Questions: Media Units 3 & 4

136

Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

thoroughly evaluates the impact that one legal or ethical issue has had within the 

media landscape. This may relate to the effect of the issue on individuals, governments 

or globalised media institutions. The student has thoughtfully considered two of the dot 

points and explained how they are affected by, or contribute to, the chosen issue. The 

student has used a range of specific, highly appropriate examples to support their ideas 

and has employed highly appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that evaluates 

the impact that one legal or ethical issue has had within the media landscape. This 

may relate to the effect of the issue on individuals, governments or globalised media 

institutions. The student has considered two of the dot points and explained how 

they are affected by, or contribute to, the chosen issue. The student has used specific 

examples to support their ideas and has employed appropriate media language  

throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that evaluates 

the impact that one legal or ethical issue has had within the media landscape. This 

may relate to the effect of the issue on individuals, governments or globalised media 

institutions. The student has referenced two of the dot points and related them to the 

issue meaningfully and has used appropriate, considered examples to support their 

ideas. They have employed relevant media language throughout their response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that generally evaluates 

the impact that one legal or ethical issue has had within the media landscape. This 

may relate to the effect of the issue on individuals, governments or globalised media 

institutions. The student has referenced two of the dot points and related them to the 

issue and has used appropriate examples to support their ideas. They have employed 

relevant media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that broadly discusses a legal 

or ethical issue in the media landscape. The student may have referenced only one of 

the dot points. The student may have used a brief but appropriate example to support 

their ideas and employed some relevant media language throughout their response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that refers to a legal or ethical 

issue in the media landscape. The student may have referenced only one of the dot 

points. The student may have used a brief example to support their ideas and has 

attempted to use some media language throughout their response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that may outline 

a legal or ethical issue in the media landscape. The student may not have referred to 

any of the dot points or may have done so inaccurately. The response may contain 

limited examples and media language.

 » The task word ‘evaluate’ requires you to assess the issue’s impact.

TIP
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Question 5

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 15 marks

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a detailed and sophisticated response that 

clearly identifies and insightfully analyses two issues or challenges seen in regulation. 

The student has thoughtfully considered the difficulties faced in regulatory attempts 

and has used specific, highly appropriate examples to support their ideas. The student 

has employed highly appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough response that clearly 

identifies and strongly analyses two issues or challenges seen in regulation. The student 

has considered the difficulties faced in regulatory attempts and has used highly 

appropriate examples to support their ideas. The student has employed appropriate 

media language throughout their response.

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant response that clearly 

identifies and competently analyses two issues or challenges seen in regulation. The 

student has appropriately referenced the difficulties faced in regulatory attempts and 

has used appropriate, considered examples to support their ideas. The student has 

employed appropriate media language throughout their response.

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent response that identifies and explains 

two issues or challenges seen in regulation, although one may have been addressed 

in greater detail than the other. The student has referenced the difficulties faced in 

regulatory attempts and has substantiated their response with an example. The student 

has employed relevant media language throughout their response.

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general response that identifies and broadly 

explains at least one issue or challenge seen in regulation. The student has referenced 

the difficulties facing regulation and may have used a brief but appropriate example to 

support their ideas. The student has employed some media language throughout their 

response.

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response that identifies an issue or 

challenge seen in regulation, and an example has been used to support the response. 

The student has attempted to use media language throughout their response.

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that may outline issues 

or challenges with regulation and demonstrates some knowledge of regulation in Australia. 

The response may contain limited examples, and limited or no media language is evident.

Note: Students may be marked at the lower end of each range if they have not discussed 

each of their selected issues or challenges in equal depth. If students discuss only one 

issue or challenge, they cannot receive more than 7 marks.
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Question 6

Sample response 
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 » This question contains numerous parts that all need to be addressed in 
your response. Before you begin writing, it is worthwhile to jot down a 
quick plan that sets out how you are going to address each part of the 
question.

TIP

Mark allocation: 15 marks 

• 14–15 marks: The student has provided a sophisticated and detailed analysis of how 

both the media and its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media 

landscape. They have clearly and insightfully discussed two of the dot points. They have 

provided specific and highly appropriate examples of how these stakeholders use the 

media to exert influence. They have discussed specific concepts, such as feedback loops 

and the use of advertising, within their analysis and have used highly appropriate media 

language throughout the response. 

• 12–13 marks: The student has provided a detailed and thorough analysis of how both the 

media and its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media landscape. 

They have clearly discussed two of the dot points. They have provided appropriate and 

specific examples of how these stakeholders use the media to exert influence. They 

have discussed specific concepts within their analysis and have used appropriate media 

language throughout the response. 

• 9–11 marks: The student has provided a clear and relevant analysis of how both the 

media and its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media landscape. 

They have discussed two of the dot points. They have provided appropriate and 

considered examples of how these stakeholders use the media to exert influence. They 

have discussed relevant concepts within their analysis and have used relevant media 

language throughout the response. 

• 7–8 marks: The student has provided a competent analysis of how both the media and 

its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media landscape. They have 

discussed two of the dot points; however, one may have been addressed in greater 

detail than the other. They have provided appropriate and considered examples of how 

these stakeholders use the media to exert influence. They have referenced relevant 

concepts within their analysis and have used relevant media language throughout the 

response. 

• 5–6 marks: The student has provided a general discussion of how both the media and 

its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media landscape. They 

have broadly discussed at least one of the dot points. They have provided appropriate 

examples of how these stakeholders use the media to exert influence. They have 

referenced relevant concepts within their analysis and have used some media language 

throughout the response. 

• 3–4 marks: The student has provided a basic response about how both the media and 

its audiences have the capacity to influence in the modern media landscape. They have 

broadly discussed at least one of the dot points. They have provided an example to 

support their discussion and have attempted to use media language throughout the 

response. 

• 1–2 marks: The student has provided a limited or incomplete response that may outline 

the influence of the media and its audiences. They may not have referred to any of 

the dot points or may have done so inaccurately. The response may contain limited 

examples, and limited or no media language is evident.
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Extra space for responses
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