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How can | understand
the medieval and
pre-modern period?

During the medieval period, the world was a vast network of regions bound together
by trade, religion, pilgrimage, war and pandemics. There were significant advances in
agriculture and mining, and new cultural ideas emerged that changed societies.

| can evaluate the
impact of the rise

| can explain why a
society developed.

| can explain how a
society developed.

| can describe the
origins of societies.

| can identify the
origins of societies.

C
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and fall of societies.

@ladder

| can evaluate how
societies were
influenced by significant
people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can explain how
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

Significant
people, ideas
and events

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills you will learn.
Each has five levels of difficulty. Learning skills at the bottom of
the ladder will help you to master the skills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy of a society.

| can explain why a
society has a legacy.

| can explain the
impact of one society
on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a society.

| can identify the
legacy of a society.

Impact and
legacies

| can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain continuity
and change.

| can describe
continuity and change.

| can identify continuity
and change.

Continuity and
change

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain why
something was caused
or why it led to certain

consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequences.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

Causes and
consequences



| can evaluate
historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

| can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

| can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify
something historically
significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate

the evidence
supporting a historical

interpretation.

| can compare historical
interpretations.

| can explain
an interpretation
of history.

| can describe
an interpretation
of history.

| can identify a
historical debate.

Interpretations

| can explain change
or causality from
a timeline.

| can summarise the
events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

Source 1: Himeji Castle was built on Mount Himeyama in Japan
in the 14th century CE and reconstructed in 1577 CE. Castles in
medieval Japan were fortresses for military defence that were
built at strategic locations, such as on mountains and next to
rivers and trade routes.

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context
of a source.

| can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe
a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

Steps in skills
progression

Overview: the medieval and pre-modern period 3
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What can we learn
from the medieval and
pre-modern period?

The medieval period began after the collapse of
the great ancient empires in the 5th century CE. V4

Source 1: The Polynesian people’s colonisation ’
of hundreds of islands in the Pacific Ocean 7
in the medieval period is one of the greatest : ’
feats of human exploration and navigation.

The Polynesians crossed the vast expanses

of the Pacific Ocean in small canoes.

Source 2: Medieval period timeline
v

c. 700 CE < > 768 CE

Key e 1 e
i d e ays Start of the Polynesian Charlemagne
d people’s colonisation becomes king of

°
tl m e I I n e of the South Pacific the Franks

End of the f*?6_ (_:E_ ?%q (_:E_ Fall of the Sasanian Start of the
Han Dynasty Fall of the End of the B Empire in Persia > Khmer Empire
» in China Western Gupta Empire
Roman Empire » inindia '_7?3_ (_:F:

Fall of the ancient world empires Start of the
220 - 651 CE Viking raids <
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a
Source 3: Key dates and locations for the medieval
and early modern periods

The collapse of the ancient world

After centuries of power, the great empires of the world
suffered decline and disintegration. Beyond the borders
of the great empires, tribal peoples began to invade,
seeking the wealth and fertile lands of the empires.

The Western Roman Empire was overrun by tribes such
as the Goths and the Vandals. China’s Han Empire split
into three rival kingdoms in 220 CE, due to internal
discontent and repeated tribal invasions in the north.
The Gupta Empire of India fell to the Huns in 550 CE,
while the Persian Empire suffered a sudden collapse
following a war against the eastern half of the

Roman Empire, known as Byzantium.

1206 CE <« > 1347-1351 CE > 1492 CE 1770 CE
The Mongol The Black Death Columbus Cook maps
tribes are united pandemic sweeps arrivesin the Australia’s
through Europe Americas east coast

1192 CE
------ 1299 CE 1400 CE 1521 CE
Startofthe | [ | ===--- | ------ o )
shogunate in Japan < Start of the The The Aztec Empire
Ottoman Renaissance in South America
c. 1226 CE > Empire in Italy is defeated by the
"""" > begins Spanish
Start of the Mali Empire e > P

in western Africa <«
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The medieval period

From the ashes of the ancient empires arose new,
vibrant societies. The medieval period was characterised
by a vast network of powerful city-states, kingdoms

and empires. Extensive trade networks and pilgrimage
routes resulted in people exchanging goods and ideas
from across the world, boosting economic activity and
ushering in the development of new technology and
cultural change.

Feudalism

Feudalism was a social structure based on the ruler
(the king, emperor or sultan) owning all the land. People
gained the right to use or occupy the ruler’s land in
return for loyalty, labour and military service.

:
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Although many medieval societies throughout the
world had a feudal social system — such as Japanese
and Ethiopian societies — feudalism was particularly
prevalent in western Europe. Western European
feudalism began around 900 CE and spread throughout
Europe over the next 150 years.

Feudalism in Europe evolved as a response to the
constant attacks by raiders, such as the Vikings. It was a
system by which the nobles protected the peasants, who
were the majority of the people. In return, the peasants
provided services to the nobles. The benefits of the
feudal system were that it helped to protect peasants
from attack and provided stability. The feudal system
gave everyone a ‘place’ in society. It was understood
that a person was born into a particular social position
because that was what God had intended for them.

Source 4: Genghis Khan unified
the Mongol tribes in 1206 CE
and created a vast land empire.

- v .1&“




The rise of a wealthy merchant
class, higher literacy rates and a huge
decline in the European population
following the Black Death pandemic
led to a steady rejection of the old
feudal structure. Merchants and
artisans, in particular, flocked to the
major trading towns, demanding
to be released from their feudal
obligations to the nobles. At the
same time, peasants, whose labour Land
was now much in demand following (fief)
the high number of deaths in the
pandemic, were able to ask for higher
wages from the nobles and to leave
their estates to search for better
conditions.

Land

Land and
protection

The pre-modern period

The pre-modern period (also known
as the Early Modern period) began
inc.1453 CE and ended around

1789 CE, at the time of the French and
Industrial Revolutions. The period is
known for a renaissance in the arts,
architecture and technology.

European exploration and advances in
navigation opened new trade routes across the
oceans and led to the colonisation of the Americas,
the spread of Christianity and growth in the
slave trade. At the end of the pre-modern period,

Rulers

(e.g. kings, sultans

and emperors)

The rulers were the top
of the feudal hierarchy;
all the nobles and knights
were their vassals.

Money
and
knights
Nobles
The nobles were
wealthy people who
supported the rulers.
They were the vassals
of the rulers.
Military
service
Warriors
(e.g. knights
and samurai)
. Thewarriors fought for
“ therulersand nobles.
Food and

services

Peasants

The peasants worked
the land owned by
nobles and knights.

4 Source 5: The feudal system

the British and Russian empires emerged as the
world’s most powerful colonial empires, while the
once-great Asian empires — the Ottoman (Turkiye),
Mughal (India) and Qing (China) empires — were

in decline.

@) Learning ladder Ho.1

Background and origins

0 a Source 3: Identify two events that occured in
Asiain the medieval period.
b Source 3: Identify two events that occuredin
the Americas in the medieval period.

e Source 1: Describe how Polynesian people
expanded their territory in the medieval period.

9 Explain how the ancient empires collapsed.

o Explain why the feudal system developed in western
Europe in particular.

Chronology, page 198

Chronology

a Source 2: List three events on the timeline that occurred
during the 8th century CE (700s CE).

e List the following events in order, from the oldest to the
most recent:
+ 1521 CE: Aztec Empire is defeated by
the Spanish
+ 550 CE: End of the Gupta Empire in India
+ 768 CE: Charlemagne’s reign begins
+ 1192 CE: Start of the shogunate in Japan.
9 Source 3: Create a timeline using the events on the map.

o Source 2: Explain the changes that took place between
200-651CE and 768-1299 CE.

Overview: the medieval and pre-modern period 7
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What happened in Europe
after the fall of the
Western Roman Empire?

Following the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, Christianity played a key role
in laying the political, social and cultural foundations of medieval European societies.

The fall of the Western Roman Empire

Back in 395 CE, the Roman Empire had splitinto

two parts: the Western Roman Empire, governed

from Rome, and the Eastern Roman Empire (known

as Byzantium), governed from Constantinople. Due

to internal weaknesses and repeated invasions, the
Western Roman Empire collapsed in 476 CE when the
last emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was deposed by the
Gothic leader Odoacer. The Western Roman Empire was
replaced by a range of new kingdoms led by the tribal
invaders, such as the Kingdom of Odoacer, the Kingdom
of the Visigoths and the Kingdom of the Vandals.
Meanwhile, Byzantium would remain as the last remnant
of the ancient Roman Empire until 1453 CE.

Christendom

The term ‘Christendom’ emerged after the fall of the
Western Roman Empire. All lands that recognised the
authority of the Christian church, including those in the
old Eastern Roman Empire and the new kingdoms of

-3
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Western Europe, were considered part of Christendom.
In the medieval period, the Christian church had a great
deal of power and authority over government, society
and spiritual ideas.

The role of
the pope

As the Roman
Empire crumbled
in the West, the
church took over
civil administration.
The leader of the
church in Rome was
known as the pope.
The popes became
animportant
source of stability in
medieval Europe.

e e =

|

Source 1: Pope Gregory |,
known as ‘the Great'.

[This illustration appearedin a
French manuscript, c. 1200 CE ]

4 Source 2: Giulio Cesare
Arrivabene (1806-1896 CE),
The Meeting of Henry IV
and Gregory VIl at Canossa.
This painting shows
King Henry IV, who had defied
Pope Gregory VII's new ruling
and been excommunicated.
Barefoot and wearing a
hair-shirt to show his remorse,
he is begging Pope Gregory VII
to end his excommunication.



was particularly active in
establishing this governmental %}Q
role. During his papacy, there were

several invasions by the Germanic
tribes and many refugees fled to
Rome for safety. Pope Gregory |
ensured that food, clothing and \
money were distributed to the poor
and refugees. Gregory’s efforts won PR TR il 5] =
the hearts and minds of the Roman oy T g ¢ »
people, who increasingly looked to / > . ? R

2 A W

him for leadership. O, LN A A 2T

Pope Gregory | (590-604 CE) b% |
&

The power of the church

By the 11th century, the power
of the pope and the church had
increased considerably. In 1075 CE, : o T 7
Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085 CE) ' -

declared that the pope was the universal head of the Source 3: This 16th-century illustration shows nuns caring for the sick
Christian church and that he alone had the authority in the Hotel-Dieu (God'’s shelter) in Paris. The Hotel-Dieu was founded
to depose emperors and appoint bishops. The bishops ?get:ifathollc(:hurch in 829 CE to care for the destitute, infirm and
served as advisors to medieval kings and informed the '

pope if a king was undermining the pope’s authority
inany way.

[ ]
Kings who defied the popes were punished with L
excommunication. If a king was excommunicated it eq r n I n g
meant that he and all the people in his kingdom were I dd
cut off from receiving the sacraments. People believed q e r HOO 2
that if they were unable to access the sacraments, they

risked going to hell when they died. During the medieval Background and origins
period, 16 kings were excommunicated.

N
S
=

0 Source 3: Identify the activity shown in the source.

Monastic communities e Describe the term ‘Christendom’.
In addition to its political role, the church laid the e Explain the role of monastic communities in
cultural foundations of medieval European societies European medieval societies.

through its monastic communities. Monastic e Source 2: Using the source and your knowledge,
communities consisted of monks (men) or nuns explain why the power of the popes to '
(women) who had devoted themselves to a life of prayer. izzic;r;gumcate kings shaped European medieval
Medieval Christians considered prayer to be an essential

activity, as they thought it appeased God and ensured Continuity and Change

them safety from war, famine and diseases.

0 Identify the important change in Western Europe

Members of monastic communities also nursed that occurred in 476 CE.
the sick, gave lodgings to travellers and cared for e Describe how monastic communities promoted
the poor. They sent missionaries to the far reaches cultural continuity and change in Europe.
of northern Europe to convert people from local e Explain how the fall of the Western Roman Empire
polytheistic religions to Christianity. Monks and nuns demonstrates continuity and change in Europe.
also composed new types of choral music for religious e Explain why the power of the popes changed in
services, encouraged the development of art to beautify Western Europe.

their religious houses, and studied and preserved the
classical learning of ancient Greece.

Continuity and change, page 203

I Overview: the medieval and pre-modern period 9
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What was medieval
society like?

Most societies in the medieval period were hierarchical, with a few rich and powerful
individuals at the top and a large mass of poor and powerless people at the bottom.
This structure ensured order, but also meant that the rights of most people were limited.

Social groups

At the top of most medieval societies were rulers
(such as popes, caliphs, kings, sultans and emperors).
These rulers held both political and religious power.
They claimed to be descended from the gods or that
their right to rule was a ‘divine right’ (ordained by the
gods). The rulers were supported by nobles (wealthy
people) and religious leaders (such as bishops or high
priests). Warriors (including knights and samurai)
fought for the rulers and nobles, and sometimes for
religious leaders as well.

The majority of people (over 90 per cent) in the
medieval period were peasants. Peasants were farmers
who grew crops and raised animals, often on land owned
by rulers, nobles or warriors. The peasants’ work was
critical as they were responsible for producing food for
everyone in their kingdom. But peasants’ lives were very
difficult, and most died by the age of 40.

of s
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By the 1200s CE, medieval towns began to grow
rapidly, due to increased trade and improvements
to agriculture. As towns grew wealthier, more people
left the land and moved to live in towns. The growth
of towns led to improved levels of education and
greater freedoms.

Slavery

Slavery was widespread during the medieval and early
modern periods. In some parts of the medieval world,
people were enslaved by those in their own society as
a punishment for breaking the law or falling into debt.
In other societies, people became enslaved after being
captured in war.

Sources for medieval society

Numerous sources explain the lives of the wealthy and
powerful, but we have far fewer sources for peasants or
slaves. This is because only the ruling classes were able
to read and write during the medieval period. Only they
were wealthy enough to commission artworks or own
precious artefacts that had been preserved through the
ages. In contrast, the poor were unable to read and write,
and the artefacts they owned tended to be everyday
items that gradually deteriorated. Therefore, much of
what we know about the lives of peasants and slaves is
written from the perspective of the wealthy.

Sources about the lives of women and children, even
from noble classes, are also limited compared to the
number of sources available on the lives of men. Only a
small number of noble women were able to receive an
education and write of their own experiences. Many of
their first-hand accounts of life in the medieval period
survive in letters, religious writings and legal documents.

Source 1: This scene from the lllustrated Account of the Mongol Invasion
(1293 CE) shows the Japanese cavalry riding to the rescue of one of their
leaders. It was commissioned by samurai warrior Takezaki Suenaga to
record his heroic deeds during the Mongol invasions of Japan.



y daughter, the perfect natural love

that I have for you ... recognising the

imminent, sudden, and early death that
I expect at any moment ... gives me the desire and
the determination to prepare a few little lessons
for you while I am still with you, knowing well
your inexperience and extreme youth and hoping
that in time you will recall these lessons and that
they will help you a little ...

The first and main point, more important
than all others, is that earnestly, and with all
your faith and strength, you are careful not to do,
say, or think anything that will make God angry

at you.
Next, my daughter, to continue our Source 4: Scene from the illustrated manuscript the Grimani Breviary
discussion. in great humility of heart consider (c.1510 CE), showing peasants working in the fields. This book was
2
. made for the enjoyment of nobles - it was owned by Cardinal Grimani,
and recognise who you are and what you come awealthy churchman.

from: a pitiful and depraved creation when it
comes to the body, [but] excellent and noble
when it comes to the soul ...

°
Source 2: Extract from Lessons for My Daughter by Anne of L e a r n I n g

France, c. 1490 CE. Anne of France (1461-1522) was the daughter
of King Louis Xl and one of the most powerful women in medieval I q d d e r H o 3
France. She wrote this book for her daughter, Suzanne of Bourbon. L4

[Sharon L. Jansen (2004), Anne of France: Lessons for my Daughter, -

D.S B , Cambridge, pp. 25-27 . ofe .
rewer Cambridge pp. 25-27] Significant people, ideas and events

o Identify the main social groups in medieval society.
Source 3: Boys attending a maktab (religious school). In this source, e Describe the role played by peasants.
one boy recites his lesson for the teacher, while another boy works the
ceiling fan. Usually, noble families paid for their son to attend a maktab,
while poorer students ran errands for the teacher in exchange for their
tuition. [Yahya ibn Mahmud al-Wasiti (1237 CE), Magamat of al-Hariri] e Explain why most of the sources available to
v historians for the medieval period are about male
rulers and nobles.

e Explain how people became enslaved during the
medieval period.

e What is the impact of the limited range of sources
on our understanding of the medieval period?

Sources

o Source 1: Identify the social class of the person who
commissioned this source.

e Source 3: Describe the scene in this source.

9 Source 2: Explain Anne of France’s advice to her
daughter.

e Sources 2 and 3: Explain why these sources on
the lives of women and children are available.

e Source 4: How accurate is this source’s depiction
of peasant life? Explain your reasoning.

Sources, page 201

Overview: the medieval and pre-modern period 11
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How influential was religion
In the medieval world?

During the medieval period, the major religions of the time — especially Buddhism,
Christianity and Islam — grew and spread throughout the world.

Religion Many people were attracted to the ‘universal

Trade, invasion, pilgrimage and missionary activity truths’ about moral behaviour that were contained
helped to spread Buddhism, Christianity and Islam in Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. They began to
across the medieval world, especially in towns and identify with people of the same faith, rather than with
cities. While these religions grew in popularity, the people who lived in the same area. People also began
number of people practising local polytheistic to take long journeys to holy sites. These journeys were
religions (the worship of more than one god) known as pilgrimages, and the people who made the
declined. journeys were known as pilgrims. On the way to the holy

sites, pilgrims would often meet people who shared

Religion in the medieval world
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4 Source 1: Islam spread quickly across the Christian Mediterranean world, while Christian missionaries travelled to Africa,
Scandinavia and Russia. Buddhism extended into Tibet, China, South-East Asia, Korea and Japan.

12 Good Humanities 8
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Source 2: Borobudur in Indonesia is the p
largest Buddhist temple in the world.

Built in the 9th century CE, medieval
pilgrims travelled for weeks and months
on foot, by boat, on horseback or on
elephants to find the enlightenment

that was signified by this Buddhist
monument.

their religion but spoke different
languages and had different ethnic
backgrounds. Through religion,
many people gained a sense of
identity and belonging with people
from other parts of the world.

Buddhism

Buddhism is based on the teachings of Siddhartha
Gautama (the Buddha), who lived sometime in

the 4th to 6th centuries BCE in Nepal and India.
Buddhism involves learning how to achieve spiritual
enlightenment. Two main forms of Buddhism emerged:
Theravada, practised mainly in South-East Asia, and
Mahayana, practised in East Asia. Zen Buddhism —
which emphasises wisdom as a way to attain
enlightenment — is a school of Mahayana Buddhism.

Christianity

Christianity was originally an offshoot of Judaism.
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is God’s messiah,
sent to prepare the world for the kingdom of God.
Christianity’s central teaching is to love God and to treat
others as you would like to be treated yourself. In the
medieval period, Christianity spread from the Middle
East to India, Persia (now Iran), China, Central Asia,
Europe and Africa.

In 1054 CE, European Christianity began to split
into two factions: Orthodox and Catholic. Orthodox
Christians are led by a patriarch, while Catholic
Christians are led by the pope in Rome.

Islam

Islam was founded in Arabia by the Prophet Muhammad
following a divine revelation in 610 CE. People who follow
the faith of Islam are called Muslims. Muhammad’s
teachings and revelations were written down in the
Muslim holy book, the Quran. Islam’s core teaching

is submission to the will of God. Islam split into two
factions — Sunni and Shiite — in the early 660s CE.

During the medieval period, Muslim warriors

captured all of Arabia and then conquered the Middle
East, North Africa and Spain to create an Islamic Empire.

Learning
ladder H0.4

Significant people, ideas and events

o Identify the three major religions that expanded
during the medieval period.

e Source 1: Describe the religious diversity found in
Asia during the medieval period.

9 Source 1: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain how the Islamic faith spread.

e Complete the table below to compare Buddhism,
Christianity and Islam.

Religion ' Leading

Causes and consequences

o Identify three causes for the spread of the major
religions across the medieval world.

e Describe the consequences of the spread of the
major religions on polytheistic religions.

9 Explain the consequences of pilgrimages.

o Source 1: Explain why Christian pilgrimage to
Jerusalem might have been a cause of tension
during the medieval period.

Causes and consequences, page 206
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Site study

Why is Jerusalem
an important city?

As the site of the Jewish Temple of Jerusalem, the place of Jesus's crucifixion and
resurrection, and the destination of Muhammad'’s Night Journey, the city of Jerusalem
in the Middle East is important for the religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

Byzantine rule

From 313 CE to 635 CE, Jerusalem lay within the
Byzantine Empire’s Palestinian provinces. Christianity
was widely practised and churches were constructed
throughout the Holy Land. The original Church of the
Holy Sepulchre was built in 335 CE on the site of Jesus’s
crucifixion and tomb. Monasteries were also established
in the area, including the Holy Monastery of the Sacred
Cross and the Monastery of Saint George.

Muslim rule

In 635 CE, Caliph Umar took control of Jerusalem
when the city was surrendered by its leaders after a
prolonged siege. He established Muslim rule in the
region, which lasted 450 years. Many buildings
were constructed during this period, including
caravanserai (roadside inns), bathhouses

and the important Muslim shrine, the

Dome of the Rock (built between

685 CE to 691 CE). The Dome of

the Rock was constructed on

the site where Muhammad

ascended to heaven.

14 Good Humanities 8

The crusader kingdoms

In1095 CE, Pope Urban Il called on Catholic Christians
to undertake a holy war, known as a crusade. The object
of the First Crusade (1096-1099 CE) was the recapture
of Jerusalem. The First Crusade was successful and led
to the establishment of Christian kingdoms throughout
the Holy Land.

In 1187 CE, Muslim leader Saladin recaptured
Jerusalem for Muslim forces. Although Christian forces
launched the Third Crusade in an attempt to recapture
the city, it would not return to Christian control until
1229 CE, during the Sixth Crusade.

Source 1: The Dome of the Rock is an Islamic shrine
in Jerusalem. It is the first known religious structure
built by a Muslim ruler. The Dome of the Rock was built
over the remains of the Second Temple, which was
the reconstructed Temple of Jerusalem, the most
important Jewish temple in the world. The Second
Temple had been destroyed by the Romansin 70 CE.




Learning
ladder Ho.5

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Identify the reasons why Jerusalem isimportant to
Jews, Christians and Muslims.

e Describe the major buildings constructed in
Jerusalem by Christian rulers in the medieval period.

e Explain how control of Jerusalem shifted during
the crusades.

e Explain why the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
and the Dome of the Rock are UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.

Perspectives

0 Source 2: Identify the perspective of the artist.
Whose side is he on?

Source 2: The siege of Acre took place in 1291 CE. Acre was the last
Christian stronghold in the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The fall of Acre to the
Mamluks marked the end of Christian crusades to capture the Holy Land.
[Dominique Papety (1815-1849 CE), Guillaume de Clermont Defending
the Walls at the Siege of Acre, 1291.] Dominique Papety was a French artist.

e Describe the significance of Jerusalem from the
perspective of Christians.

9 Source 1: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain the differences between the Muslim and
Jewish perspectives on the site where the
Dome of the Rock was built.

Mamluk rule

The Mamluks were originally slave warriors under the @ source 2: Explain why the Siege of Acre was a

control of Muslim leaders. They established their own significant event from both the Christian and
powerful empire in 1250 CE. The Mamluks defeated the Mamluk perspectives.

the last crusader kingdoms and ruled Jerusalem from :

1291 CE to 1516 CE. Perspectives, page 210

Overview: the medieval and pre-modern period 15



I
HO.6

What was the
Magna Carta?

The Magna Carta was a revolutionary document which established a set of rights and
freedoms that limited the power of the English monarch. But were these rights for everyone?

The signing of the Magna Carta

King John of England (1199-1216 CE) was not well-liked.
He went to war many times and lost almost all of
England’s holdings in France. He made his subjects pay
very high taxes and, when his nobles could not pay, he
took their sons hostage. He was also said to be very cruel,
often throwing his subjects into prison and starving them
to death.

In1215 CE, nobles in England, backed by the church,
called for King John to stop demanding high taxes
for his unpopular and disastrous wars against France.
They forced King John to sign a document, known as the
Magna Carta (Great Charter), which outlined the rights
of the nobles.

1]

‘

I

Source 1: The nobles and the
bishops force King John to sign
the Magna Carta, 1215 CE.
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When John died in 1216 CE, his young son Henry
became king. King Henry |1l issued new versions of
the Magna Cartain1216 CE, 1217 CE and 1225 CE.
The Magna Carta of 1225 CE would become the
final version.

Rights and freedoms

The Magna Carta established that the king had to consult
an assembly of 25 nobles if he wanted to raise taxes. In
addition, ‘no free man’ was to be arrested or imprisoned
unless he had been found guilty of a crime in a court of
law. Further sections of the Magna Carta protected the
freedoms of the church, the freedoms of towns and the
rights of widows. Importantly, the Magna Carta also stated
that the king had to obey the law like everyone else.

Freedom for all?

The vast majority of people in
England at the time the Magna
Carta was signed were peasants.
Peasants consisted of freemen
and serfs. Ten per cent of peasants
were freemen who lived on the land
of anoble (known as a lord) but
owned their land. In contrast, serfs
were farmers who lived on the land
of alord and did not own their own
land. Unlike freemen, serfs were
bound to the land of the lord.

Being bound to the land meant
that serfs had to work the lord’s
land and could not leave the lord’s
estate unless they had permission.

The Magna Carta really only
protected the rights of a few
hundred nobles. Only nobles were
allowed to sit on the assembly and
decide how much tax was
to be paid. Knights, townsfolk,
freemen and serfs had no say.



Bocking, Essex, went to the manorial court to complain

o free man shall be taken or about one of the officials working on the lord’s estate.
imprisoned, or be disseised In their petition they argued that they should be judged
[dispossessed] of his property, or by their peers in accordance with ‘the Great Charter’

rather than suffer the official’s harsh punishments,
which had brought them to ‘ruin and distress’.

liberties, or free customs, or be outlawed,
or exiled, or in any other ways destroyed,;

nor will we pass judgement upon him, nor The significance of the Magna Carta
condemn him, unless he breaks the law of the The Magna Carta may have begun as an attempt to
land. We will sell to no man, we will not deny protect the rights of nobles, but in time it helped create

asociety based on the rule of law and parliamentary
representation. It has had a significant impact on

the Australian Constitution, which upholds the rule

of law and trial by jury, and enshrines the existence

of parliament. The Magna Carta also led to the
establishment of the Westminster System, which is
named after Britain’s parliament at Westminster Palace.

or defer to any man, either justice or right.

Source 2: Chapter 29, the Magna Carta (1215 CE)

Furthermore, only ‘free men’ were entitled to

protection under the law. Women had no protection

or representation, and in most cases were denied the
opportunity to give evidence in court. Moreover, while
‘free men’ included men who were knights, townsfolk
and peasants, serfs (whether male or female) were not
protected under the law. They could therefore be treated
unfairly by the lords on whose estates they worked.

Learning
ladder Ho.6

Significant people, ideas and events

Peasants and the Magna Carta

The Magna Carta was proclaimed throughout England,
with copies sent to every county and cathedral with
orders that it be read aloud to the people twice a year.

o Source 3: Identify the key document shown in
this source.

In spite of its limitations, by the 1250s CE, many
people were referring to the Magna Carta in court
to protect their rights. In ¢.1320 CE, the peasants of

e Source 1: Describe the events that led to the
introduction of the Magna Carta.

e Source 2: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain the rights and freedoms established by
the Magna Carta.

Source 3: A1297 CE copy of the Magna Carta, on display in
the Members’ Hall of Parliament House, Canberra

e Explain why the nobles wanted the king to sign the

. Magna Carta.

*%E;E““&“"%?é'ﬂ‘w 2 e Source 3: Why is the Magna Carta on display in
> =7 Parliament House in Canberra?

Interpretations

o Identify the debate about the Magna Carta.

e Describe the difference between peasants and
freemen.

9 Explain how the Magna Carta protected:
a therights of noble men

b therights of women
¢ therights of peasants.

° Explain why the peasants of Bocking used the
Magna Carta to assert their rights.

e Analyse the extent to which the Magna Carta
protected people’s rights and freedoms.

Interpretations, page 214
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What cross-cultural
interactions took place?

Increased trade and travel led to greater wealth, new products and new ideas

spreading across the world.

The Silk Road

The Silk Road was an overland trade route that
connected Asia and Europe. It was used by traders
for over 1500 years: from c. 130 BCE, when the Han
dynasty started trading, to c. 1453 CE, when the
Ottoman Empire closed off trade with the West.

Despite the name, silk was not the only product
that was traded. Spices, tea, salt, ivory, ceramics,
slaves, precious gems and ideas were all transported
across vast distances to and from markets in the
cities of of Chang’an (now Xi’an), Baghdad, Cairo
and Constantinople (now Istanbul).

The use of the Silk Road started declining in
the early 800s CE, due to the growth of the Islamic
empires, which disrupted trade between Asia
and Europe. However, in the 13th century CE, the
expansion of the Mongol Empire across Asia, the
Middle East and eastern Europe allowed trade to
thrive across Afro-Eurasia.

At the eastern end of the Silk Road, the trade route
fanned out into South-East Asia, connecting markets
in India and China to those in the Khmer Empire,
Japan, the Philippines and Indonesia. Products such
as rice, fish, tea, ceramics and cloth were exchanged,
along with spices, medicines and swords. Buddhism
and Hinduism spread into South-East Asia through
these networks.

The spice trade

Spices - such as cinnamon, cardamom, nutmeg,
sandalwood, ginger, turmeric and pepper — had been
exported from Asia to the Middle East and Europe
since ancient times.

The spice trade expanded greatly during the
medieval period, due to advances in navigation and
shipbuilding by Islamic mariners. Spices were highly
prized in Europe and the Middle East. Merchants
who could sell spices to these markets became
extremely wealthy.

¥ Source 1: The West Market in Chang’an in north-central China was located at the start of the great trade route known as the
Silk Road. It was a vibrant hub, where gold and silver artefacts, gemstones, glassware, spices, silk, porcelain and tea were traded.

|y -

>
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The key trade routes of the medieval world

In the early medieval period,
Islamic mariners’ control of the spice
trade enabled caliphates (Muslim
states) to become rich and powerful.
Merchants from the Italian city-states
of Venice and Genoa signed treaties
with Muslim rulers so that they could
buy the spices from Muslim traders.
They then sold them in European
markets, becoming extremely wealthy
in the process.

The spread of knowledge
Trade and travel led to the spread of
Legend

ideas, knowledge, technologies and — Sikk Road
religious beliefs across the world. ol 00 2000 km — Spice trade
Scholars from Europe were keen to A J%—*—"-

read the writings of medieval Islamic
scholars to refine their understanding

Indian Ocean

Source: Matilda Education Australia

4 Source 2: This map shows the Silk Road (in red) and the routes of the spice trade (in blue).

of medicine, botany, optics, mechanics This invention was inspired by the water clocks
and astronomy. that had been designed by the ancient Greeks and
This sharing of ideas led to advances in science mechanised by Islamic scholars in the 9th century CE.

and medicine. For example, by building on the work of
Islamic physician Hunayn ibn Ishaqg (9th century CE),
medieval doctors in Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East were able to surgically treat cataracts

and infections of the eye by the 13th century CE, Le q r n i n g

effectively curing 40 per cent of patients with

these conditions. quder H0.7

Another medieval achievement was the invention
of fully mechanical clocks, which were developed .
in northern Europe in the late 13th century CE. Impact and IegaC'eS

o Source 2: Identify the two major trade routes in the
medieval world.

e Source 2: Using the source, describe the Silk Road.

e Source 2: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain how spices were transported and sold to
markets in Europe.

e Explain why the Silk Road declined and then
expanded during the medieval period.

Causes and consequences

° Source 1: Identify three products sold at Chang’an.

e Describe the consequences of trade and travel
across the medieval world.

e Explain how new scientificideas emerged in the
medieval period.

o Explain why the spice trade had significant
consequences for the medieval world.

Causes and consequences, page 206
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Key individual

Who was the Lion King?

In the medieval world, the Mali Empire was a wealthy, powerful society that had been

founded by Sundiata Keita, the Lion King.

The king of Mali

The name Sundiata Keita means ‘lion king’. Sundiata was
awest African monarch who founded the Mali Empire.
He was born in the early 13th century CE to a noble family
from the small kingdom of Kangaba located near the
upper Niger River, near the modern-day border of Mali
and Guinea. He died in 1255 CE.

The foundation of the Mali Empire

In 1235 CE, Sundiata successfully led an army against

the powerful Sosso king Sumanguru at the Battle of
Kirina. Sundiata then sent his army into the surrounding
areas, conquering the lands of the Ghana Empire and
establishing the Mali Empire. Sundiata’s empire covered
alarge area of western Africa, including present-day Mali,
Senegal, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, the north of Burkina
Faso and the west of Niger. In 1240 CE, Sundiata’s army
seized the city of Kumbi, utterly destroying the capital

of the Ghana Empire and cementing the Lion King’s rule.

Source 1:
Sundiata Keita,
known as the Lion
King, founded
the Mali Empire,
the largest
kingdom in
western Africa.
He ruled his
empire from
1235 to 1255 CE.

20 Good Humanities 8

The wealth of the Mali Empire

After establishing his empire, Sundiata made the city
of Niani in north-east Guinea his imperial capital.
Niani became one of the most important trade centres
in sub-Saharan Africa. By trading valuable products,
including gold and salt, the Mali Empire became rich.

Sundiata Keita’s grandson (or great-nephew) Musa |
ruled Mali from 1307 CE to 1332 CE, which was when
the empire was at its peak. Under Misa, the Mali Empire
conquered the lands of central Niger, including the
major trading cities of Timbuktu and Gao.

In 1324 CE, Musa, a Muslim, made a pilgrimage to
Mecca, the holiest of Muslim cities. Misa took with him
60 000 men (including 12 000 slaves) and 80 camels.
He brought gold, silk and brocade, and spent lavishly.
His enormous wealth made a huge impression on the
rulers of northern Africa and Europe.

During his reign, Musa established close ties with
important Muslim leaders and established Timbuktu
as a key centre of Islamic scholarship. He ordered the
construction of the famous Djinguereber Mosque
in Timbuktu in 1327 CE.
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Legend -
@ Hafsid dynasty O Mali Empire Significant people, ideas and events
Hafsid was a Muslim The Mali Empire was in
dynasty of the 13th to 16th charge of sub-Saharan trade 0 Source 2: Identify three empires engaged in

centuries CE. Itexported olive  between the 8th and 11th trans-Saharan trade.
oil, wheat, dried fruits, leather  centuries CE. It exported
and fabrics. It imported ivory, gold and salt.

wine, paper, weapons and .
precious stones. 9 Ghana Empire

e Source 2: Describe the goods produced in these
two territories:
a The Hafsid dynasty b The Mali Empire.

. The Ghana Empire exported ) )
© Marinid dynasty ivory, gold and salt between © source 2: Explain how the goods produced in the
Marinid was a Muslim the 8th and 11th centuries CE Mali Empire reached Tunisia and Cairo.
dynast_y of the 15th and 16th to North Africa, the Middle e Using the sources and your knowledge, explain
centuries CE. It was located East and Europe.

why the Mali Empire was significant in the medieval

in modern-day Morocco.

period.
© Kanem-Bornu Empire L
This was an African trading Slgnlflcance

empire ruled by the Sef
dynasty from the 9th to the
19th centuries CE. It was a

0 Source 1: Identify the ‘Lion King'.
9 Source 3: Describe the significant building shown in

trading hub between North Source 2: African empires "
Africa, the Nile River and and their trade routes in the the source.
sub-Saharan Africa. medieval period e Explain how Sundiata Keita became a significant

leader.

0 Explain why MUsa was a significant leader.

4 Source 3: MUsa | was said to have
paid his architect 200 kilograms
of gold to design the Djinguereber
Mosque in Timbuktu. The mosqueiis
made almost entirely of compacted
earth and wood.

e Do you think Sundiata or MUsa was the most
significant leader in medieval Mali? Justify
your choice.

Significance, page 212
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How did Europeadn
society change?

During the medieval and pre-modern periods, the expansion of trade, developments
in technology and cultural exchanges led to great changes in European society.

Art and architecture Although art changed greatly during the medieval

European art and architecture developed significantly period, the role of the Christian church as a patron of

during the medieval period. In the early medieval period, the arts remained. Cathedrals, churches, monasteries

much of the art was based on Roman influences and and other religious buildings were highly decorated,

included mosaics and wall paintings. and most of the art during this period depicted religious
From the 11th century CE, figures and stories.

the Romanesque style developed.
Romanesque art features bright
colours and large murals. Architecture
in the Romanesque style is known for
its arches and thick stone walls. Stained
glass dates from this period.

The Gothic style was dominant
from the 12th century CE. Gothic-style
architecture includes flying buttress
supports and ribbed, vaulted ceilings
that enabled medieval builders to
construct tall cathedrals. Stained
glass was further developed in the
12th century CE.

While realistic sculptures were
created throughout the medieval
period — based on the styles pioneered
in ancient Greece and Rome — most
medieval artists depicted figures in
two dimensions. However, by the start
of the 14th century CE, medieval
artists such as Giotto di Bondone
(c.1267-1337 CE), Ambrogio
Lorenzetti (c.1285-1348 CE) and
Fra Angelico (c.1400-1455 CE)
began to develop new works of art
that contained depth and perspective.

Source 1: This fresco is called The Annunciation P
and was painted by Fra Angelico around 1447 CE.
This work demonstrates the developing ideas
about perspective in medieval art.
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Scientific development

Scientific understanding in Europe also underwent
significant development in the medieval period.

In collaboration with scientists from all over the

world, medieval European astronomers mapped

the stars and started to question the idea that the

Sun revolved around the Earth. Nicolaus Copernicus
(1473-1543 CE) — a Polish astronomer who argued that
the Earth revolved around the Sun - based much of his
work on the observations of 13th-century-CE Persian
astronomer Nasir al-Din al-Tusi and 14th-century-CE
astronomers Jean Buridan of France and Ibn al-Shatir of
Syria. European scholars also studied herbs and plants
to find cures for diseases, and invented eyeglasses,
mechanical clocks and a ‘dry’ compass that worked

on ships at sea. Some scientists practised ‘alchemy’,

an early form of chemistry, in which scientists attempted
to transform base metals (such as lead and copper)

into pure metals (such as silver and gold). The ideas of
medieval European scientists formed the basis of the
new understandings about chemistry, biology, botany
and zoology that emerged in the 1700s CE.

A Source 2: This mechanical astronomical clock in Prague was
installed in 1410 CE. It records the location of the Sun and Moon
in the sky. It is the oldest astronomical clock that still works today.

4 Source 3: SirIsaac Newton (1642-1727 CE) was an English physicist
and mathematician. Through his research, he and other scientists
who followed him developed theories on gravity, calculus and
how light works. In this wood engraving from the 19th century CE,
Newton is shown dispersing sunlight through a prism.
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The printing press

Perhaps the most important invention of the medieval
period was the printing press. In 1440 CE, Johannes
Gutenberg invented a mechanised printing press that
had moveable metal letters. He used this to print
Latin textbooks and leaflets about political and
religious ideas.

In 1455 CE, Gutenberg printed his most famous
book: the Gutenberg Bible. Gutenberg sold the Bibles
for 30 florins, which was expensive for the time, but
still much cheaper than hand-copied Bibles, which
were the only other type of Bible available in those
days. At first, only wealthy people could afford to buy
the Gutenberg Bible, but eventually buying a printed
Bible would be within the means of most people.

Gutenberg’s printing press significantly changed
European society. It enabled scholars to read about
new scientific developments sooner and to publish
their own ideas more quickly, speeding up the rate of
technological change. In addition, it ensured that new
ideas could be accessed by a wider group of people in
society than before. This enabled people to make up
their own minds, rather than believing what they were
told by nobles and the church. This led to profound
social, religious and political changes.

24 Good Humanities 8
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The Reformation

The Protestant movement arose in the 14th century CE to
challenge the power of the Catholic Church. Protestant
reformers such as John Wycliffe (1328-1384 CE) and

Jan Hus (1370-1415 CE) called for Christians to reject the
authority of the pope and to follow the teachings of the
Bible for themselves. This was strongly resisted by church
leaders, as it potentially undermined their authority as
the interpreters of God’s will. However, over time, the
ability of the printing press to produce thousands of
Bibles that more people could afford would encourage the
development of Protestantism. At the same time, kings
such as Henry VIl of England and Gustav | of Sweden
promoted Protestantism in their kingdoms to undermine
the pope’s power and to enhance their own authority.

Humanism

The humanist movement also emerged in the medieval
period. Humanism is the idea that an individual is entitled
to freedom and self-determination. Humanism also stated
that individuals could help to progress society. Therefore,
humanists placed great importance on education,
especially the classical knowledge of ancient Greece and
Rome. They hoped to create a society where all citizens
could read and write, give voice to their ideas, and engage
in the civic life of their communities.

4 Source 4: John
Wycliffe's writings
were banned by the
popein 1401 CE,
who ordered that
Wycliffe’s body be
dug up and removed
from a church
graveyard. This
image from 1563 CE
shows the bones of
John Wycliffe being
burned and thrown
into theriver.
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Impact and legacies

0 Source 1: Identify the change to European art shown
in this source.

e Describe the main changes in European art and
architecture.

e Explain how scholars around the world contributed
to new advances in science.

0 Source 5: Explain why the invention of the printing
press changed European society.

e Evaluate the impact of international collaboration
on the development of medieval science and
technology.

Solrce’5:Johannes Gutenberg inspects the first proof-sheet of
hisBible printed from moveable type in 1455 CE. Gutenberg was a
German blacksmith, goldsmith, printer and publisher who invented the
Gutenberg’press, which made books cheaper and more accessible.

Continuity and change

0 Source 5: Identify how the event depicted in thisimage
demonstrates continuity and change.

e Describe how the Protestant movement changed
Christianity in Europe.

e Explain how the humanist movement provided continuity
with the past.

0 Source 4: Explain why the pope was opposed to the
changes suggested by John Wycliffe.

e Analyse how the concept of continuity and change
was demonstrated in medieval European society.
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How do | conduct
a good inquiry?

Now that you've finished the chapter, it's time to conduct your own historical inquiry

on the medieval and pre-modern period. Throughout the chapter you have developed
knowledge and understanding of the medieval and pre-modern period. Background
knowledge is important because it helps you to make connections to new information,
ask better questions and consider different perspectives. As you progressed through
the chapter, you have gathered information through classroom discussion, highlighting,
note taking and answering questions. Now you are ready to start planning your own
historical inquiry!

A historical inquiry gives you the opportunity to be
an active historian: forming questions, interrogating
sources and communicating insights about the past Wik 20 s Ly Taiuicsd
on a topic of your choice. The chapter has covered When and where was this
the origins and legacies of the medieval world in happening?

addition to significant people, events, ideas and
beliefs. What would you like to know more about?

What do you see?
Who is involved?

What do you think about that?
o The rise Of new kingdoms, page 6 How do you th|nk people were
affected at the time?

How is this similar to or different
* The Magna Carta, page 16 from today?

* The spread of religion, page 12

e The spice trade, page 18 How do we know?

* The invention of the printing press, page 24

What did different groups think
Return to the relevant pages in the chapter and about this?
read them again. Why is this important to know?

, . , What does it make you wonder?
Next, complete the ‘see, think, wonder’ process

to help develop ideas you might cover in your
inquiry.

Jot down your answers to these questions.
Your answers will help you to formulate your own Throughout the chapter, you have been working
research ideas. Once you have worked through this to move up the Learning ladder. An inquiry

process, you are ready to start the historical inquiry. investigation is a great opportunity to expand

your knowledge and attempt new skills.

When planning your inquiry, consider how

the experiences and perspectives of individuals
and groups shaped societies, beliefs and events
in the past. Think about how the past has had
an impact on the present. Use the How-to
chapter to support your planning and research.

Refer to pages 218-25 of the How-to chapter
for a step-by-step guide to this process.
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How can | understand
the Vikings?

The Vikings pillaged, raided and terrorised Europe from c. 789 CE. However, by the start of
the 11th century CE, they had become a cultured, settled society of traders and explorers.

‘ I Learning I

| can evaluate the
impact of the rise

and fall of societies.

| can explain why a
society developed.

| can explain how a
society developed.

| can describe the
origins of societies.

| can identify the
origins of societies.

Background
and origins

der

| can evaluate how
societies were

influenced by significant

people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced

people and events.

| can explain how
ideas influenced

people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

Significant
people, ideas
and events

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills you will learn.
Each has five levels of difficulty. Learning skills at the bottom of
the ladder will help you to master the skills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy of a society.

| can explain why a

society has a legacy.

I can explain the
impact of one
society on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a society.

| can identify the
legacy of a society.

Impact and
legacies

| can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain patterns
of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain

continuity and change.

| can describe

continuity and change.

| can identify

continuity and change.

Continuity and
change

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain
why something was
caused or why it
led to certain
consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequences.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

Causes and
consequences
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| can evaluate

historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

I can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

Source 1: Viking warriors terrorised people in villages and
monasteries in European countries. [Panel painted by Danish
artist Lorenz Frolich (1883 CE), Vikings Plundering a Monastery]

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

| can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify something
historically significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate the
evidence supporting a

historical interpretation.

| can compare
historical
interpretations.

| can explain an

interpretation of history.

| can describe an

interpretation of history.

| can identify a
historical debate.

Interpretations

| can explain change
or causality from
a timeline.

| can summarise the
events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context
of a source.

I can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe
a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

Steps in skill
progression
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Who were the Vikings?

The Vikings have a reputation for being violent barbarians. But is this true? Were they
terrifying raiders, great inventors, astute traders, epic poets — or all of these?

The Viking terror

Towards the end of the 8th century CE, bands

of fierce warriors emerged from Scandinavia in
north-west Europe and began raiding the coast
of England. Within a few decades, they were also
raiding the coastal towns of France, Spain and Italy.
Known as the Norse, the raiders continued looting
and pillaging locations in Europe for 300 years.
The horror of those times and the long period

of continued raids created a widespread belief
that remains with us today: that the Norse were
cruel plundering barbarians.

Explorers and traders

However, another story lies behind the barbaric
legend. Archaeologists and historians have learned
that the Vikings were also great explorers, settlers
and traders. Indeed, the word ‘Viking’ comes

from the Norse word vikingr, meaning explorer

or traveller.

By the beginning of the 11th century CE, the
Vikings dominated much of northern Europe. They
had ventured deep into Russia, and opened trade
routes to Persia (now Iran) and China. They had
sailed over almost half the known world, travelling
further north and west than Europeans had ever

been before. They founded new colonies in Ireland, -
. Source 2: Beserkers acted as shock troops for the Vikings to terrify
England, France, Iceland, Greenland, Russia and .
i i R ) and destroy the forward ranks of the enemy. They would howl like
North America, and established cities 'ndUdmg wild beasts, foam at the mouth and bite the rims of their shields.

Novgorod (Russia) and Kyiv (modern-day Ukraine). According to Viking legend, berserkers were immune to steel and fire.
Source 1: p > _8?0_ (_ZF:
The Vikings timeline Vikings discover
Key > suCE i MCE <
° ideas ° City of Dublinin Viking chief Rollo granted
tl m e I I n e Ireland founded land in northern France;
by Vikings founds Normandy

Vikings raid Lindisfarne Vikings begin settling Composition of the
P> monastery in England permanently in England < epic poem ‘Beowulf’ <

Viking raids on Europe
789-1042 CE

30 Good Humanities 8



Viking innovation

The Vikings also invented new ship and sail designs,
which gave them a competitive edge when it came to
transporting armies, colonists and merchandise across
the Atlantic Ocean and Baltic Sea and along major rivers.

In addition to their technological innovation,
the Vikings pioneered one of the earliest forms of
democracy through their institution known as the Thing.
The Thing gave all Viking citizens a voice in how their
society was run.

The Vikings were also epic storytellers and poets.
They composed long tales (known as sagas), which
were later written down by Christian missionaries.
Their poems tell great mythological tales. One such
poem is Beowulf, the story of a hero who defeats the

monster Grendel.
w7 |

Source 4: Beowulf
decapitates the
monster Grendel.

1066 CE -
1000 CE 1015 CE Deat.h of Harald Ill
............ Sigurdsson
A Viking explorer, Vikings abandon (‘Hardrada"),
Leif Eriksson, their settlement marking the
reaches ('Vinland") in decline of the
North America North America Viking era
982 CE 1028
Erik the Red King Cnut is the ruler

discovers Greenland of England, Denmark

and Norway

Source 3: Gudrid P
Thorbjarnardéttir
(c.980-1019) was

a Viking explorer
who made a voyage
to a territory she
called Vinland (which
may have included
L’Anse aux Meadows,
in Newfoundland,
Canada).

Learning
ladder H1.1

Background and origins

@ sources 2 3and 4: Identify three Viking
achievements.

e Source 2: Describe the role of Viking berserkers.

e Explain how Vikings earned their reputation as
cruel plundering barbarians.

° Explain why the Vlkings could be considered
innovative and creative.

e Analyse the Vikings’ reputation. Should their violent
reputation outweigh their other achievements?

Chronology

o Source 1: How many years were there between the
Viking discoveries of Greenland and North America?

e Place the following events in chronological order:
+ 799 CE: Vikings begin to raid France
« 795 CE: Vikings first raid Ireland
+ 789 CE: Vikings first raid England in Portland,
Dorset
+ 794 CE: Vikings raid the island of Iona,
Scotland.
e Use the events in Question 2 to create a timeline.

o Explain how the timeline demonstrates the Vikings’
expansion.
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How did geography
iInfluence Viking society?

The location and climate of Scandinavia had a significant impact on Viking society
and also influenced the Vikings' eagerness to explore.

Living in Scandinavia

In Scandinavia, the winters are long, dark and cold,
and the summers are mild and brief. In the northern
parts of Scandinavia, the land is mountainous and
covered in dense forests and snow. The southern
parts of Scandinavia are flatter and the climate is mild.
Scandinavia’s terrain influenced where the Vikings
lived and the types of work they did. Most Viking
people lived in the southern coastal areas, near lakes,
rivers and narrow inlets (known as fjords), where the
soil was fertile. They were mainly farmers, living in
buildings known as longhouses. Longhouses were up
to 25 metres long and could house several generations
of the one family.

Source 1: Many Viking families lived in
longhouses. These had a fire in the middle
of the building for light, warmth and cooking.
Many also had a loom for weaving cloth.
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The seasons dictated the rhythm of farm life.
Crops would be tended during the spring and summer
and then harvested in the autumn. Sheep, goats and
cattle were taken to the rich mountain pasturesin
summer, where they grazed. At the end of autumn,
the animals would be returned to the farm. The
stronger, younger animals were kept inside the Vikings’
longhouses during the long winter while the weaker
ones were slaughtered for their meat. Since the Vikings
had no refrigeration, meat had to be preserved to stop
it from rotting. The meat was preserved by drying and
salting, or smoking. The skins from slaughtered cattle
and sheep were tanned into leather for clothing and
other household goods.




Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden and Denmark)
in north-west Europe
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4. Source 2: Viking settlements in Scandinavia before 838 CE

Shipbuilding

As the Vikings lived close to waterways, knowledge of
shipbuilding and navigation was vital to their way of life.
The Vikings were widely recognised as the most skilled
shipbuilders of their day. Fishing boats and canoes
sailed in the waters around farms and towns. Viking
merchants used wide, deep cargo ships called knarrs,
while Viking warriors travelled in longships to raid
foreign lands.

Source 3: The knarr was a type of
cargo ship developed by the Vikings.
It had a wide, deep hull
(main body of the ship),
which enabled it to

carry lots of cargo.
v

Viking towns and trade

While most Vikings lived in small farming communities,
others, such as artisans and merchants, lived in towns.
Artisans made all sorts of goods, including shoes, pots,
jewellery, weapons and leather. Viking merchants
brought food, walrus ivory (from walrus tusks), furs and
pottery from farming communities to sell in the towns.

The cold weather and mountainous terrain meant
that the types of natural resources found in Scandinavia
were fairly limited — mainly timber, iron, amber, walrus
tusks and furs. This meant that Viking merchants could
make huge profits by purchasing exotic goods from
faraway lands and selling them in local markets. Using
their deep-hulled knarrs, the Viking merchants sailed
across the seas and along the rivers to the great cities of
Constantinople and Baghdad, west to France, Spain and
the Mediterranean Sea and east to the Baltic Sea. They
brought back a wide range of luxury goods, including
silk, jewels, glass, precious stones, gold, wine, spices
and weapons.

Learning
ladder H1.2

Background and origins

0 Source 2: Identify three Viking settlementsin
Scandinavia.

e Source 1: Describe Viking longhouses.

e Explain how exotic goods were brought to Viking
markets.

° Explain why merchants were motivated to travel
long distances.

e Analyse the relationship between shipbuilding,
merchants and exploration.

Causes and consequences

o Source 3: Identify the reason why the Vikings
designed the knarr with a large hull.

e Describe the effects of the seasons on how farm
animals were managed.

9 Source 3: Explain how living near waterways affected
the development of Viking culture.

e Source 2: Explain the reason why Viking settlements
were located in southern coastal regions.
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How large was
the Viking world?

The Vikings were great, fearless explorers. They made the first known voyages to Iceland,
Greenland and North America and established settlements across northern Europe.

Fearless explorers

By the middle of the 9th century CE, the Vikings had
established settlements in Britain and Ireland, and
started to explore the north Atlantic. The Vikings had
to rely on their skills as navigators and sailors to reach
these lands across the Atlantic Ocean.

Many ships and their crews were lost in the icy
waters of the north Atlantic, but the Vikings persevered
to become the first people to create permanent ongoing
settlements in Iceland. Free land was given to the new
settlers, with controls on how much could be claimed.
For example, a woman could claim the land she could
walk a cow around in a day. By 900 CE, 50 000 Vikings
lived in Iceland.

In addition to their settlements in the British Isles
and Iceland, the Vikings also established settlements
in Greenland, North America, France and Russia.

The Rus states

From the middle of the 8th century CE, the Vikings were
sailing west across the Baltic Sea and into the Volga

and Dnieper Rivers, where they founded the cities of
Novgorod and Kyiv. The area around the cities was
known as the ‘Rus states’ — the origin of the name of
the country Russia. From the Volga River, the Vikings
could sail into the Caspian Sea and travel to Baghdad,
while down the Dnieper River lay the Black Sea.

Across the Black Sea was Constantinople, the capital

of the Byzantine Empire.

Constantinople was an enormously wealthy city
situated on the Bosporus Strait. Its position made it
atrading centre for goods from Europe, North Africa,
Asia and the Middle East.

Source 1: This image depicts Viking explorer Leif Eriksson
sighting land in North America, c. 1000 CE. [Christian Krohg

(1893 CE), Leif Eriksson Discovering America]
v
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4. Source 2: Between the 8th and 11th centuries CE, many Vikings left their Scandinavian homes and ventured to distant lands.

The Vikings called Constantinople Miklagard,
which means ‘the great city’. They were keen to have

[ ]
Constantinople for themselves and laid siege to it in L
860 CE and again in 941 CE. However, the Vikings were eq r n I n g
unable to conquer Constantinople and had to content I dd
themselves with trading their honey and furs for the a er H1 03
great city’s silk and gold.
Background and origins

0 Identify the Viking homelands.
e Source 2: Describe the areas of Viking settlement.

e Explain how the Vikings were able to reach the city
of Constantinople from their homeland.

e Explain why the Vikings could be considered fearless
explorers.

e Source 1: What legacy have the Vikings left for the
world today?

Significance
0 Source 2: Identify the area of Viking settlement that

became Russia.

e Source 1: Describe the historical significance of
Leif Eriksson’s exploration.

e Explain how the city of Constantinople was
significantin the medieval period.

e Explain why Viking exploration in Russia was
significant.

e Source 2: Assess the historical significance of the
Viking world.
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H1.4

Were the Vikings
raiders or traders?

The Vikings earned a reputation as vicious raiders, but it was their activities as traders
that supported the Viking economy. The Vikings' expertise in ship design gave them an
advantage. They could travel vast distances to sell their wares and to import goods that
were needed at home, such as silver and salt.

Raiders or traders?

Raiding and pillaging provided a quick route to
profit, but were not a long-term way to build a
prosperous civilisation. The Vikings dedicated much
more of their time to establishing a powerful trading
network where merchants would travel far and wide
to sell and buy goods.

The loot the Vikings stole on their raids
did provide opportunities for trade. Viking
metalworkers melted down stolen silver and gold

Source 1: p
AViking
trading town

Longship

Leather-
working

Quay

Harbour

Market
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to make jewellery or weapons that were traded

overseas. People who were captured in raids were

sold as slaves.

Where did they go?

The superior Viking trading ships enabled them to
travel through the rough Atlantic Ocean and across
the rapids of European rivers. The Viking cargo
ships, or knarrs, could carry up to 35 tonnes of
silver, timber and livestock.

Thatching

Hanging
hides

Warriors

Well

Splitting
wood

Blacksmith

Weaving

Large
house



Viking trading and exploration network
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Source 2: Viking routes for trading, raiding and exploration

Trading markets appeared on the west coast of

the Baltic Sea in the middle of the 8th century CE.
As markets grew, trading towns such as Birka in
Sweden, Kaupang in Norway and Ribe in Denmark
developed. People living in these towns were either
merchants or craftspeople.

Viking merchants sailed further afield in search
of trading opportunities. Valuable trading networks
emerged with York in England, Dublin in Ireland, Kiev
in Ukraine and Novgorod in Russia. Vikings made even
longer treks to Istanbul, Jerusalem and Baghdad.

What did they trade?

Vikings exported goods such as furs, skins, timber,
smoked fish and jewellery. Alongside buying and
selling agricultural and manufactured trade goods,
slaves captured in Viking raids were sold in slave
markets. Thralls (see page 38) were valuable, and
these slaves were both bought and sold. One female
thrall could be sold to buy a cow and an ox. In the

10th century CE, the Vikings established a slave
market in Dublin that became one of the biggest in the
world.

The Vikings imported items such as silver, silk,
salt, wine, spices and pottery. By the 9th century CE,
silver coins were the most common form of payment.
Merchants weighed the coins to determine their
value. Many coins were melted down and crafted
into jewellery for trade.

Learning
ladder H1.4

Background and origins

o Source 1: Identify at least three things linked to Viking
trading in this Viking trading town.

e Source 2: What do the trading towns shown have
incommon?

9 Source 2: Who travelled the furthest: Danish,
Norwegian or Swedish Vikings?

e Why do you think Vikings had to import silver, spices
and salt?

e Source 2: Which routes shown on the map are most
likely to be exploration routes rather than trading
routes? What might Vikings have been searching for
on these voyages of discovery?

Significance

€ How highly were thralls valued in the Viking Age?

® How did boat technology help the Vikings' ability
totrade?

e How important was trading to Vikings?

e Which is more important historically, Viking raids
or Viking trading? Give historical evidence for
your answer.
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How was Viking
society organised?

Unlike most medieval societies, the Vikings allowed people to change their social rank
if they demonstrated bravery, leadership or skill. The Vikings also established a system

of democracy to promote fairness and justice.

Levels of society

Viking society was hierarchical, with each level of society
more influential than the one below it.

There were four social classes in Viking society:
1 The Vikings were ruled by kings. At first, there
were a number of kings who ruled a series of
small kingdoms, but from c. 800 CE, the smaller
kingdoms were consolidated into larger realms
ruled by a single king. Kings were expected to
perform religious rituals and protect their people
againstinvaders. Famous Viking kings include
Harald Fairhair (860-940 CE), Ragnar Lothbrok
(800-845 CE) and Harald Bluetooth (911-985 CE).
2 Jarls were the wealthy nobles who owned large
areas of land. They employed a small army and
owned many slaves.
3 Karls were the middle class of free men and
free women and their families. Karls worked as
farmers, tradespeople, craftspeople, warriors and
sailors.
4 Thralls were slaves who had been
abducted in Viking raids, been purchased
overseas, or who had sold themselves into
slavery to pay a debt. They had no
rights and were legally owned
by others. Thralls were bought 3
and sold at slave markets. g q{;
K Karls

{
)
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Thralls

Room to move

Unlike other medieval societies, the social hierarchy
of the Vikings allowed people to move up or down
in social rank.

Jarls could become rich and powerful enough to
become a king. Alternatively, they could lose their
wealth and power and move down a social rank to
become a karl. Similarly, a thrall was allowed to sell
crafts they had made to earn money to buy their
freedom and become a karl.

Even the son of a king was not immune to a change
in his social status. Kings did not automatically inherit
their titles. They had to earn their role by showing
strength, bravery, wisdom and generosity.

The Viking Thing

AThing was a Viking assembly of free men. At the Thing,
disputes over property and matters of family honour
were resolved. All free men were able to vote at the
Thing to decide whether new laws would be passed.

Crime and punishment were also discussed at the
Thing. If a person had been accused of a crime, they
had to stand trial. If the accused was found guilty,
the Thing decided their punishment. They could
be fined, enslaved or declared an outlaw.
Once outlawed, they were no longer
under the protection of the law and
it was legal for anyone to kill them.

4 Source 1: Viking
social hierarchy



Source 2: This painting from 1897 CE
shows what the artist, W.G. Collingwood,
imagined an Icelandic Thing, known as the
Althing, might have looked like. The Althing
in Iceland continues to this day. It is the
longest-running parliament in the world.
[William Gersham Collingwood (1897 CE),
Althing in Session] &

e Y

Learning
ladder H1.5

Significant people, ideas and events

The Iawspeaker o Source 1: Identify the four social classes in Viking

The lawspeaker was responsible for making sure society.

that the decisions made at the Thing were carried out. e Describe the role of:

Even the king had to obey the decisions made at the a jarls

Thing. The lawspeaker was elected from one of the b karls.

jarl families. e Explain how the Thing ensured stability in Viking
society.

. e Explain why the role of the lawspeaker was important
hen Thorgnyr the lawspeaker said, in Viking society.

‘King Olaf of Sweden wants to have e Source 3: Using the source and your knowledge,

Norway for himself, which no Swedish analyse how democratic Viking society was.

king before him has ever desired, and as a Continuity and change

result, brings war and distress on many a man.
? g Y ° Source 2: Identify how the Althing is an example

Now it is out, will you, King Olaf, make peace
with the Norway king, Olaf the Thick? ... if you
will not do as we desire, we will now attack
you, and put you to death, for we will no longer
suffer law and peace to be disturbed’ ...

Then the whole public approved, with clash

of arms and shouts, the lawman’s speech.

Source 3: Extract from Snorri Sturluson (c. 1230 CE),
Chronicles of the Kings of Norway

of continuity.

e Describe how becoming an ‘outlaw’ changed a
person’s legal rights.

9 Explain how jarls and thralls could change social
class.

o Explain why Viking kingship demonstrates the
concept of continuity and change in Viking society.

e Evaluate the benefits of class mobility for Viking
society.

Continuity and change, page 203
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Who were the
Viking gods?

The Vikings worshipped a group of warrior gods
and goddesses who lived in a land in the sky
called Asgard. They told great tales of
the gods’ battles with giants and
other monsters.

The Viking religion was polytheistic,

meaning that it had many gods. The gods
were believed to control every aspect of life.
They inhabited a realm known as Asgard, while
the humans lived in a separate realm known as Midgard.
A rainbow bridge called Bifrost connected Asgard to
Midgard, so that the gods could intervene in the lives

of humans.

A giant serpent called J6rmungandr was thought
to encircle Midgard, waiting for the End of the World
(Ragnarok). At this time, Jormungandr would join the forces
of Chaos and fight a huge battle against the gods. The world
would be destroyed in this last battle, but order would
nonetheless be restored and a new world would be reborn.

The Viking gods

The gods and goddesses in Norse mythology include:
Odin: The ruler of Asgard. Odin traded one of his eyes
for all the wisdom in the world and became the god of
knowledge. He had two ravens that sat on each of his
shoulders. Each day they flew around spying on humans,
monsters and gods, and returned to Odin each evening to
report on what they had seen. Odin commanded winged
spirits, known as the Valkyries, to take half of those who
had died bravely in battle to his realm, Valhalla.
Freyja: The second most important deity. She was the
goddess of love, birth, death and war. As the goddess
who oversaw the beginning and end of life, she played an
important role in Viking religion. In addition, Freyja was
entitled to take half the dead into her realm, Folkvangr.
Her realm was considered the reward for women who
had lived an exemplary life and for men killed in battle.

Source 1: Australian actor Chris Hemsworth p
portrays Thor, the god of thunder, in the
Marvel superhero movies.
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Thor: Odin’s son and the god of thunder, storms
and strength. He could level mountains with

his mighty hammer. Thor caused thunder and
lightning as he rode across the sky. Thor was

the most popular of the Norse gods, with a cult
following throughout Scandinavia.

Loki: Odin’s adopted son. He was a mischief-
maker and a shape-shifter who could turn himself
into any shape (such as a fly, a horse or an old
woman).

Heimdall: Heimdall guarded the rainbow bridge
so that no uninvited guest could enter Asgard.
He could see for over 150 kilometres in the night
or day and could hear grass grow.

Source 2: Freyja, the goddess of love and P
war, shown here wearing the Brisingamen
necklace, a magical golden necklace

Source 3: The Vikings wore
miniature silver hammer pendants
to invoke the protection of Thor.
This pendant was made in Sweden
in the 10th century CE.
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4 Source 4: The impact of Viking mythology can

Day ! God Original name )

________________ LY S be seen in the names of the days of the week,
Sunday ; S6l, goddess of the Sun ' Sol's day which are all named after Viking gods.
Monday ! Mani, goddess of the Moon ! Mani's day
Tuesday . Tyr, god of war . Tyr's day

................ e

Wednesday : Odin, also called Woden, ruler of Asgard ! Woden's day

................ b m m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e b e mm e e e

Thursday ! Thor, god of thunder, storms and strength ! Thor's day

................ b m m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e b e mm e e e

Friday Frigg, goddess of marriage Frigg's day

................ b m m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e b e mm e e e

Saturday ! From the ancient Roman god, Saturn ! Saturn’s day

..................................................................................

How did the Vikings worship their gods?

Unlike other religions, the Vikings had no religious leaders
or temples. To stay on good terms with the gods, the Vikings
made sacrifices to them at an event called a blét. Pigs and
horses were usually sacrificed. The blood was sprinkled on
statues of the gods and on the participants themselves.

The Vikings also worshipped their gods in tree groves.
Since Thor was considered to be strong and mighty,
he was often associated with the oak tree. Worshippers
of Thor would visit sacred oak groves to ask him
for protection.

The arrival of Christianity

During the 900s CE, Christian missionaries from Rome,
Constantinople and other cities in Europe began to travel
into Northern and Eastern Europe with the aim of
converting people from their ethnic religions to
Christianity. Some Vikings had already converted to
Christianity before this time - for example, Viking
traders who had come into contact with Christians
on their travels and Vikings who settled in Christian
lands such as England, France and Ireland. The
most important reason for the mass conversions of
Vikings to Christianity, however, was because the
kings wanted their kingdoms to be Christian.

The Scandinavian kings saw Christianity as a
religion that would enable them to promote order
in their kingdoms and create powerful alliances with
other kings in Europe. In 965 CE, Harald Bluetooth, King
of Denmark, converted to Christianity and declared that
his entire kingdom was to be Christian. He also had his
non-Christian parents’ graves dug up so they could be
reburied beneath the floor of a church in Jelling.

Source 5: A copy of the Jelling Stone (c. 965 CE), featuring an image of Jesus. The script P
on the stone is written in Viking letters, called runes. It reads: ‘King Harald commanded
that stone to be erected to commemorate King Gorm, his father, and Queen Thyra, his
mother. King Harald conquered all Denmark and Norway and made the Danes Christians!
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In Norway, King Olaf Tryggvason used threats and
violence to make his people convert to Christianity,
forcing them to accept baptism at spear-point. He also
threatened to kill any Icelander visiting Norway who
was not a Christian. King Olof Skétkonung of Sweden
converted to Christianity in 1008 CE. He ordered his
men to cut down the sacred groves and take down the
statues of Viking gods in an effort to stamp out the
old religion.

However, in spite of the efforts of the Viking
kings to force people to adopt Christianity,

the old festivals, songs and practices of the
Norse religion were hard to break away

from. Missionaries despaired when they

found that people who had seemingly

converted to Christianity some

years earlier had, in fact, gone
back to their old religion and

the missionaries had to start
all over again.

t is customary in Uppsala [in Sweden], to

hold a general feast ... every nine years. All

must attend this festival. Kings and people
all send their offerings to Uppsala ... What is
more distressing is that those who have already
adopted Christianity reconvert back to their
[Viking] religion through these ceremonies.

The sacrifice is of this nature: of every living
thing that is male, they offer nine heads to the
gods ... The bodies they hang in the sacred grove
that adjoins the temple. Now this grove is so
sacred in the eyes of the heathen that each and
every tree in it is believed divine because of
the death of the victims ...

Source 6: Excerpt from Description of the Northern Islands
(1075 CE), which contains descriptions of Christian missionary
work in Sweden. It was written by Adam of Bremen, a Christian
missionary from Germany.

Learning
ladder H1.6

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Sources 1and 2: Identify the two Viking gods shown
in these images.

e Describe the roles of Odinand Thor.

e Source 5: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain how the Viking kings promoted Christianity.

o Explain why Freyja was a significant goddess in the
Viking religion.

e Analyse the idea that the serpent Jormungandr was
a symbol of rebirth.

Perspectives

o Source 6: Identify the religion of the author of this
source.

e Source 3: Describe the perspective of a person who
might have worn this.

e Explain why the kings had a favourable perspective
on Christianity.

0 Source 6: Compare the perspectives of the Vikings
and the author towards religion.

Perspectives, page 210

The Vikings 43



I
H1./

How did the Vikings
bury their dead?

The Vikings believed in life after death. They buried their dead with grave goods,
trusting that the dead would need these items in the afterlife.

Viking grave goods Dogs and horses were sometimes sacrificed and buried
AViking’s wealth determined the types of grave with their karl master. The nature of Viking burials for each
goods that might be buried with them. A thrall’s body social class shows not only that the Vikings believed in an
was placed in a simple wooden box along with some afterlife, but also that they believed that a person’s social
personal items, such as a comb or sewing tools. Karls’ status and role in life would be continued after their death.
bodies were placed in large graves lined with wood. . .

Their tools (such as ploughs, weighing scales, hammers, Ship burials

nails, needles, whorls, thread and cooking pots) were In Viking mythology, boats were symbols of safe passage
buried with them, along with silver coins and weapons. into the afterlife, and therefore played a key role in Viking

funerals and burials. For ordinary Vikings, grave mounds
were often built to resemble ships, with stones used to
outline the vessel’s shape.

PN Source 2: People who could not afford to be buriedina >
Source 1: A Viking ship in flames, demonstrating a Viking king’s ship ship sometimes outlined theirgraves with stones to form:
burial as part of a modern-day annual Viking festival held in Lerwick, the shape of a boat. This burial site at Lindholm Hgje,

Shetland Islands, Scotland Denmark, is the largest Viking burial site in Scandinavia.
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The bodies and grave goods of jarl chieftains and Viking royalty
were sometimes placed in an actual longship, as if to transport them
to the next world. The longship was then buried or burned. Grave
goods for kings or wealthy jarls might include jewellery, chests of
silver coins, furniture, sleighs, carts, tools, sacrificed horses, fine
clothing, ornaments and other precious objects. Weapons were also
buried with Viking leaders, so that they could continue to lead armies
in Valhalla or Folkvangr. Slaves were sometimes sacrificed with their
masters so that they too could accompany them to the next world.

R

he deceased’s next of kin approached

i i

and took hold of a piece of wood and A Source 4: Excavation of the Goksted ship, 1880 CE
set fire to it ... Then the people came

The Goksted ship

In 1880 CE, a large burial mound was excavated in
Norway, revealing a huge ship burial. It contained
grave goods including three small boats, atent, a

forward with sticks and firewood. Each one
carried a stick, the end of which he had set
fire to and which he threw on top of the wood.
The wood caught fire, and then the ship ... and

all it contained. A dreadful wind arose and the
flames leapt higher and blazed fiercely ... it took
scarcely an hour for the ship to be burnt to a
fine ash.

They pulled the ship out of the water and
built something like a round hillock over the

ship, and placed in the middle of it a large
piece of birch on which they wrote the name
of the King.

Source 3: An extract from Ahmad ibn Fadlan (c 922 CE), Risala.
Ahmad ibn Fadlan was a traveller from Baghdad. He encountered
Viking traders who were working along the Volga River (in modern-
day Russia) on his travels and wrote an account of a jarl’s funeral
that he witnessed.

sledge and riding equipment. However, there was no
gold or silver and no sword in the grave, which was
very unusual. This led researchers to conclude that
these goods had probably been stolen in the past.
The bones of 12 horses, 6 dogs and a peacock were
also found, along with the skeleton of a powerfully
built man, aged about 40 years old.

Learning
ladder H1.7

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Source 1: Identify the type of burial shown in
the source.

e Source 1: Describe how kings were buried.

e Source 4: Determine the social status of the
person buried at Goksted.

e Compare the burials of thralls, karls and kings.
e Analyse the Vikings’ beliefs about the afterlife.

Sources

o Source 3: Identify the origin of the source.
e Source 2: Describe the burial shown in this source.
e Source 3: Explain what happened at a jarl’s funeral.

0 Source 3: Explain why Ahmad ibn Fadlan wrote about
this scene.

Sources, page 201
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What was found
in the Birka grave?

Archaeologists are currently debating the identity of the person buried in the Birka grave.

The discovery of the grave

In1878 CE, an archaeologist named Hjalmar Stolpe
uncovered a Viking grave at Birka in Sweden. He called
the find Bj581. The grave contained a wooden chamber
that was 3.45 metres long and 1.75 metres wide. In the
chamber was a body seated on a throne, clothed in silk.

Among the many grave goods were a high-quality
sword, a battleaxe, a spear, a fighting knife, arrows, two
shields, a gaming board, gold coins, acomb, a bronze
bowl and two horses. The gaming board was particularly
interesting, as these were usually found buried with
military leaders. The presence of the weapons and
gaming board and the richness of the grave goods
led researchers to decide that the
grave must have belonged to a
high-status male Viking warrior.

The examination of
the bones

In 2016 CE, bioarchaeologist
Anna Kjellstrém examined
the pelvic bone and jawbone
of the skeleton from Bj581.
Her analysis indicated that the
bones belonged to a female
skeleton, due to their shape.
A further study conducted

in 2017 CE by Charlotte
Hedenstierna-Jonson
extracted DNA from a tooth
and an arm bone belonging
to the person buried in Bj581.
The DNA analysis revealed
that the skeleton had two

X chromosomes. Since females
have two X chromosomes and
men have one X chromosome
and one Y chromosome,
Hedenstierna-Jonson’s
research proved that the
skeleton was indeed that of
awoman.

e
gy ns

sl

Women warriors in Viking mythology
and history

Viking warrior women were not common, but they
certainly existed. They were mentioned in the sagas
and in early Viking histories, such as the shield-maiden
Lathgertha, who appears in the history Gesta Danorum
(Deeds of the Danes) (1186-1208 CE). The Irish
chronicle Cogadh Gaedhel re Gallaibh (The War of

the Irish with the Foreigners) (1111 CE) recorded a
red-haired Viking woman leading an invading force
during a war fought between 967 and 1014 CE.
Byzantine historian John Skylitzes recorded that Viking
women fought in a battle against Bulgarians in 971 CE.

Moreover, other female
skeletons have been found
buried with weapons. In
2005 CE, a grave belonging
to a 20-year-old woman was
found in Aunvollen in Nord
Trendelag, Norway, containing
a sword, gaming pieces,
scissors, acomb and a small
box. An older find excavated
near the Nordre Kjglen
farm in Solar, Norway, in
1900 CE was re-examined
in 2019 CE. The skeleton
was shown to be that of a
19-year-old Viking woman.
Her grave goods had included a
spear, sword, battleaxe, arrows,
shield and horse. The skeleton
indicated that the woman had
suffered a sword wound that
had healed sometime before
her death.

4 Source 1: Hjalmar Stolpe’s sketch
of the grave Bj581, published in
1889 CE
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. . . \ o &\ Source 3: Viking warrior
he evidence will always remain 7\ woman, known in the

fragmentary, but these recent ¥ sagas as a shield-maiden

discoveries are causing scholars
to return to finds from the Viking Age
with fresh eyes. Rather than simply
interpreting the evidence available to
us with techniques inherited from older
traditions, steeped in misconceptions,
there are now new ways of looking ...
This is not to say all Viking women
were the shield-maidens of legend, or
even that a large number were. Birka
Warrior Woman might be an exception.
But through the exceptional we can
find inspiration, and through her story
we are reminded to keep an open mind
when we look at the past.

Source 2: Excerpt from Janina Ramirez (2022), Femina:
A New History of the Middle Ages, Through the Women
Written Out of It, Ebury. Janina Ramirez is a historian.

e :

Was the woman buried in Bj581
really a warrior?

In spite of this evidence, some researchers have been
reluctant to believe that the woman in the Bj581
grave was actually a Viking warrior. They argue that
itis possible that the objects in the grave actually
belonged to a male family member,
whose body was now missing.

They also contend that since
Viking warrior women were rare,

a female military leader seems
unlikely. Other historians

argue that because we have

long assumed that all warriors

are male, perhaps we have
misinterpreted Viking culture

and the true presence of Viking
women has been missed.

Learning
ladder H1.8

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Source 3: Identify the name given to Viking warrior
women in the sagas.

e Source 1: Describe the grave (Bj581) found in
1878 CE.

e Explain how the skeleton was initially described.

e Explain why the skeleton was later identified
as female.

e Analyse the significance of the Bj581 find.

Interpretations

0 Identify the debate about the body in Bj581.

e Describe the two points made by those who think
the body in Bj581 did not belong to a female Viking
military leader.

e Explain the evidence for female warriors in Viking
history.

o Source 2: Explain the author’s argument about the
body foundin Bj581.

e Sources 2 and 4: Why do you think there is debate
about the role and status of the woman in Bj581?

Source 4: The Valkyrie from p
Harby, c. 800 CE. This silver figure,
measuring 34 cm, was found in
2012 CE near the village of Harby,
Denmark. It has been interpreted
as either a Valkyrie figure, a shield-
maiden or the goddess Freyja.

Interpretations, page 214
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How did Viking
technology provide a
competitive advantage?

Viking ships were bigger, lighter and faster than those of other groups, which gave the
Norse a huge advantage when they were raiding, trading and settling in faraway lands.

Ship technology Viking ships

As most Vikings lived alongside waterways, they Viking ships were built on a keel, which was a long
depended on their ships to fish for food and to trade beam of wood that ran down the length of the ship
and travel. The Vikings became skilled shipbuilders and acted as a ‘backbone’. The Vikings built up the
who designed and built different types of ships for sides of the ship from the keel, using overlapping
their purposes. planks of wood; this is known as clinker construction.

Source 1: The Oseberg ship is one of the best-preserved
artefacts from the Viking era. The ship is on display at
the Viking Ship Museum in Oslo, Norway. The ship and

The Oseberg ship two skeletons were excavated in 1904 CE in Oseburg. The prows of

has 15 pairs of Parts of the ship have been dated to 800 CE. , / Viking ships had
oar holes, which The ship is a karve: a broad ship with up to 16 /’ elaborate designs,
means that 30 pairs of oars that could operate in very shallow water. u including carved
people could animal heads.

Karves were the smallest longships, used for warfare
as well as for transporting people and cargo.
v

row the ship.

Long, thin
overlapping oak
planks were
fastened to each
other rather than
building aninner
skeleton for the
hull. This made
the ship lighter.

The bow and
stern of the ship
were decorated
with carvings.

The sides
of the ship
were built up
from the keel.
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This enabled them to construct a shallow, wide
ship that was flexible enough to take the force of
the waves on the open sea, and was also capable of
sailing in shallow waters right up to the shore.

The most famous type of Viking ship was the
longship. This vessel was capable of sailing across
oceans, on inland rivers and on shallow waterways. It
was light enough to carry overland if necessary. The
longship was mainly used for raiding expeditions. It was
extremely useful for raiding coastal and riverside towns.

Sail technology

Sails were made of wool and coated with animal fat to
keep them waterproof. The sails were fixed to a mast
and could be pivoted to face the direction of the wind.
If the wind was not blowing in the desired direction, the
Vikings could lower the sail and row their ship instead.
The combination of sail and oar power allowed the
Vikings to come to shore, loot and plunder a town, then
make a quick getaway.

The sails were woven by Viking women on a loom.
It took one woman hundreds of hours to spin the wool
intoyarn, and then at least another three years to weave
a sail. The Viking raids would have been impossible
without the work done by women. Women also wove the
fabric exported by Viking merchants. Wool fabric was
one of the Vikings’ main exports.

The dangers of sea travel

It took determination and bravery to undertake risky,
long journeys across rough seas. With no cover in the
longships, the sailors sheltered under wet blankets and
animal skins. They ate salted meat and drank water, beer
or sour milk. Many ships sank on these long journeys.
When Erik the Red led an expedition to Greenland,

only 14 of the original 25 ships arrived safely.

o
Source 2: The type of Viking ship shown in this illustration is
called a knarr, which was used by Viking merchants for trade.

Learning
ladder H1.9

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Source 2: Identify the purpose of knarr ships.
e Source 1: Describe the features of the Oseberg ship.
e Explain how Viking ships were constructed.

e Explain why Viking raiding expeditions were
dangerous.

e Evaluate the significance of women weavers to
the success of Viking society.

Causes and consequences

0 Source 1: Identify the cause of the holes made along
the sides of the Oseberg ship.

9 Describe the effect of coating sails with animal fat.

e Explain the consequences of clinker construction
on Viking ship design.

0 Explain why the design of longships enabled the
Vikings to conduct raids.

e Evaluate the importance of Viking ship technology
as a cause for the success of their society.

Causes and consequences, page 206
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Were the Vikings
bloodthirsty pillagers?

Vikings have a fearsome reputation as vicious killers who raided and stole from

innocent people. But is this the whole story?

Viking raids

Much disagreement exists among historians as to why
the Vikings began raiding communities throughout
Europe. Was it because their superior, fast ships allowed
them to quickly and quietly reach their destinations and
then get away rapidly after raiding and pillaging villages?
Were they after silver and slaves? Did they want to
expand their territory? Or did they want to find a place

to settle and lead a peaceful life?

For whatever reason, Viking raids increased
throughout the late 8th and early 9th centuries CE.
These raids took place during the summer months when
the seas were calm and the winds were favourable.

The Viking raiders travelled in small fleets of no more
than three ships. Archaeological evidence suggests that
the ships the Vikings used for raiding in this early period

i

v

carried between 25 and 70 people each, so the raids
would have been conducted by anywhere between
25 warriors (in the case of one small ship) and 210
warriors (in the case of three large ships).

Attacks on monasteries

The main targets for Viking raids during the late 8th and
early 9th centuries CE were monasteries situated on
coasts and next to rivers, such as Lindisfarne in England
and Clonmacnoise in Ireland. Monasteries were poorly
defended and contained precious objects such as silver
coins, jewellery, and religious items made from gold
and silver.

The attack on Lindisfarne

In 793 CE, Viking raiders attacked the monastery of
St Cuthbert on the holy island of Lindisfarne, which
is located off the north-east coast of England.

4 Source 1: This painting
depicts the Vikings
raiding the monastery of
Clonmacnoise in Ireland.
Images like this one stoked
the stereotypical image
of the Vikings as vicious
raiders who launched
furious attacks on their
unsuspecting victims,
killing them, pillaging their
possessions and burning
their churches and homes
to the ground. [Tom Lovell
(20th century CE), Norse
Marauders Wreak Mayhem
at Clonmacnoise, Ireland]



0, it is nearly 350 years that our first missionaries have

They destroyed the monastery
buildings, killed the monks

and other inhabitants and stole
precious religious items made of
gold, silver and ivory.

The first attack on Clonmacnoise
came in 795 CE. Clonmacnoise would
be attacked another six times by the
Vikings in the decades that followed.

Viking settlements

From c. 860 CE, the Viking raids began to decline.
Instead, many Vikings established settlements in
England, embraced Christianity and married locals.

The Vikings also established new trade networks and
founded towns. In Ireland, the Vikings established the
towns of Dublin and Limerick, while in England, they took
over Lincoln, Stamford and Norwich, transforming them
into recognisably Viking towns.

Britain and Ireland, c. 700 to 867 CE

- N
150 km

S 0
2 ® Orkney Is TR ST FR—
c. 800 0

100 mm

Legend

>
Shetland Is
® Viking settlements A ¢.700
=+ Viking raids with date /

Viking settlements

Hebrides ,2

’

NORTH SEA

Viking settlements

Lindisfarne
o 793

BRIA
Carlisle \ 794

'-Durham.
oHeversham
k York
e

Isle of
Man

836

Nottingham >

MERCIA : | X ™
oStamford
Hereford o | ®Worcester Norwich
’ "EAST
- ANGLIA V

- =
( /LondoAn. )

WESSEX
Exeter

Canterbury.
® Winchester

4. Source 3: Viking raids and settlements in Britain and Ireland
(c.700-867 CE)

Source: Matilda Education Australia

inhabited this most lovely land, and never before has such

terror appeared in Britain as we have now suffered from a
pagan race, nor was it thought that such an inroad from the sea
could be made. Behold, the church of St Cuthbert spattered with the
blood of the priests of God, despoiled of all its ornaments; a place
more holy than all in Britain is given as a prey to pagan peoples.

Source 2: This text is part of a letter written by a monk and scholar, Alcuin, to the King of
Northumbria in 793 CE following the Viking attack on Lindisfarne.

The violence of the earlier raids had been written
up in lurid detail by terrified monks, who saw the
Viking raids as an attack on Christianity. This greatly
contributed to the idea that the Vikings were just
fearsome plunderers, but it was not the whole story.
Vikings were not the only ones raiding monasteries.
For example, Clonmacnoise was raided over 80 times in
the medieval period, but only seven of these raids were
made by the Vikings; the rest were made by the English
(40 raids), local Irish clans (27 raids) and others.

Learning
ladder H1.10

Significant people, ideas and events

o Source 1: Identify the location of this Viking attack.
e Source 1: Describe what is shown in this source.
e Explain how the Vikings conducted their coastal raids.

6 Explain why monasteries were targeted by the
Vikings.

e Source 3: Analyse the impact of the Vikings in England
between 793 and 841 CE.

Sources

o Source 2: Identify the origin of the source.
e Source 2: Describe the attack on Lindisfarne.

e Source 3: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain how the Vikings established settlementsin
England and Ireland.

e Source 2: Explain why the source repeatedly refers
to the Vikings as ‘pagans’.

e Sources 2 and 3: Analyse the reasons why Vikings
have areputation as raiders rather than settlers.
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How did the Vikings bring
change to England?

In 865 CE, a major Viking raid was undertaken by a fleet known as ‘the Great Heathen Army'.

The Great Heathen Army

According to the Norse legends, the
king of Northumbria, £lla, captured
the great Viking leader and Danish
king, Ragnar Lothbrok (also known
as ‘Hairy Breeches’). According

to The Saga of Ragnar Lothbrok,
King Z£lla had Ragnar thrown into

a pit of poisonous snakes, where

he died painfully.

While it is uncertain whether
the invasion was motivated by
revenge, in 865 CE a huge Viking
fleet — known as the Great Heathen
Army — left Denmark and headed for
England. The fleet was led by Ragnar
Lothbrok’s three sons (Halfdan,
Inwaer and Guthrum). The Viking
fleet landed in East Anglia, on the
east coast of England, in 865 CE.

The king of East Anglia,
Athelred II, gave the Vikings horses
in return for leaving his kingdom
alone. The Great Heathen Army then
rode to Northumbria and began
looting and murdering the people.
By 874 CE, the Great Heathen
Army had conquered the kingdoms
of Northumbria, East Anglia and
Mercia. Only the king of Wessex,
known as Alfred the Great, was
able to stop the Vikings.

.'!‘
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4 Source 1: llluminated manuscript from
The Life of Edmund (c. 1130) by an unknown
artist. The image shows the Great Heathen
Army attacking the town of Thetford, England,
in 866 CE. Viking pikemen scale the ramparts
of the town (top), while swordsmen break
through an archway and begin to slaughter
the town’s inhabitants (below).
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The Danelaw
In May 878 CE, Alfred the Great’s army defeated the Vikings at the Battle England, c. 878-954 CE

of Edington. The Vikings’ leader Guthrum (son of Ragnar Lothbrok) then signed N

a peace treaty with Alfred. Under the terms of the treaty, Guthrum agreed to be A 0 100 200km
baptised as a Christian and to leave Wessex with his army. 5 <y
Alfred and Guthrum then signed a second treaty, known as The Treaty of &
Alfred and Guthrum (c. 879 CE), which established the boundaries of their /ﬂ
two kingdoms and agreements on trade. Alfred then ruled over Wessex, ’wﬁgn
while Guthrum ruled over the Danelaw. V2>
Guthrum’s Christian baptism was not simply an outcome of Alfred’s victory. \'\

It ensured peaceful relations between Wessex and the Danelaw, and that (ol g Yorke >
Christian peoples living in the Danelaw would accept Guthrum’s rule, < = -
Having neutralised Guthrum as a threat, Alfred recaptured and rebuilt / 2 DANELA\f—-\
London, strengthened the defences of his kingdom and revived learning. Alfred’s B F/‘) WESSEX )
leadership in battle and wise rule secured relative peace for the next 20 years. 7“\’\,_..;;:” Londono,-j\/
In the Danelaw, people lived as they had in Scandinavia, speaking Norse /,.53: f\)
languages and following Norse laws. The Danelaw was a prosperous and r}.{/—\/ N2

flourishing kingdom, at least for a while. However, by 954 CE, the English had
managed to drive out the Danelaw’s ruler, King Erik | (known as Erik Bloodaxe),
marking the end of the Danelaw.

-
Source 3: The position of the Vikings'’
Danelaw territory in England

Source 2: This stained-glass window depicts Guthrum'’s Christian baptism; Alfred the Great
is depicted in the background. [Stained-glass window, church in Blakeney, Norfolk, England]

@ Learning
ladder H1.11

Significant people, ideas and events

o Source 1: Identify the event shown in this source.

e Source 1: Describe the methods used by the Vikings
to attack the town of Thetford.

e Explain how Ragnar Lothbrok died.
e Explain why Alfred was known as ‘the Great'.

LA -~

Continuity and change

W BT

o Source 2: Identify the change depicted in the source.

e Source 3: Using the source and your knowledge,
describe how control of England changed in 878 CE.

9 Explain how the Danelaw demonstrated the concept
of continuity and change.

o Source 2: Explain why Guthrum adopted Christianity.

9 Analyse the extent of change that the Danelaw
brought to England.

I The Vikings 53
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How did the Vikings
return to England?

The end of the Danelaw did not see the last of the Vikings. They would return and put

an end to the Anglo-Saxon kings.

The Viking kings of England

Viking attacks on England did not stop with the end

of the Danelaw. In 1013 CE, King Sweyn of Denmark
(known as ‘Sweyn Forkbeard’) launched another
invasion of England and conquered the entire country,
becoming King of England. The reign of King Sweyn was
followed by that of his son Cnut in 1016 CE, and then by
Cnut’s sons Harald (1035-1040 CE) and Harthacnut
(1040-1042 CE). Harthacnut died without an heir, so
an Anglo-Saxon prince, Edward the Confessor, was
crowned king.

The Battle of Stamford Bridge

In January 1066 CE, Edward the Confessor died without
an heir. Three men claimed the throne of England:

the King of Norway, Harald Sigurdsson (also known

as Harald Hardrada); the Anglo-Saxon Earl of Essex,
Harold Godwinson; and the Duke of Normandy (France),
William. The Witan decided to give the crown to

Harold Godwinson.

Source 1: This is a photo of the Bayeux Tapestry (c. 1077 CE), which is a
long embroidered cloth, about 70 metres long and 0.5 metres wide. This
scene shows the Normans, on horseback, fighting the Anglo-Saxons at
the Battle of Hastings. The tapestry was made by Anglo-Saxon women,
on the orders of King William, to show that God had ordained his victory.

54 Good Humanities 8
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In response, Harald Hardrada tried to take the
crown by force and invaded England with a fleet of
300 ships. King Harold Godwinson took the English
army north to meet Hardrada, and Godwinson
killed Hardrada at the Battle of Stamford Bridge
on 25 September 1066 CE.

The Battle of Hastings

Meanwhile, William, Duke of Normandy, also prepared
to invade and claim the English crown. William was
descended from the Vikings who had raided Normandy
in the late 8th century CE and established a settlement
there in c. 900 CE. William claimed he had a right to
the English throne because he was a distant cousin

of Edward the Confessor. He also claimed that Harold
Godwinson had once promised to support his claim

to the throne. William therefore sailed from France to
England and set up his camp at Hastings on the south
coast of England.

Having defeated Hardrada, King Harold Godwinson
marched his army south to Hastings to meet William.
Aterrible battle was fought, lasting the entire day.

By sunset, Harold Godwinson was dead and William
had won. William was crowned King of England on
Christmas Day 1066 CE.

<




from the Bayeux
Tapestry that shows
Harold Godwinson
making a sacred
promise on holy
relics (bones of
saints) that he will
ensure William
becomes king

of England

After William’s victory, the countryside erupted in
rebellion, refusing to accept the rule of their new king.
William took swift action to crush this rebellion, killing
around 100 000 people in the process. He also had
the Bayeux Tapestry made to show the people that
he had a right to be their king.

Learning
ladder H1.12

ing Edward died on the eve of Twelfth-day; Slgnlflcant people, ideas and events

and he was buried on Twelfth-day within the o Source 1: Identify the groups shown in the source.

e Source 1: Describe the armour and weapons used by
both sides at the Battle of Hastings.

e Explain how England fell under Viking control

newly consecrated church at Westminster.
And Harold the earl succeeded to the kingdom of

England, as the king had granted it to him, and men between 1013 and 1042 CE.

also had chosen him ... @ cxplain why the death of Edward the Confessor

Source 2: Entry for 1066 CE, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, ledto the Battle of Stamford Bridge and the Battle

c.880-1154 CE. The chronicle was written by Anglo-Saxon monks of Hastings.

and recorded the history of Britain from 60 BCE. e Evaluate the influence of the Vikings on England’s =
history. D P

. i\ €
Perspectives

Sy
0 Source 1: Identify whose perspective of the Battle of ‘J

v

Hastings is shown in the source. o

e Source 2: Describe the perspective of this source. I \\
e Sources 2 and 3: Explain how the perspectives of the | ‘:‘“ ‘

two sources are different.

e Source 3: Explain why William wanted to present this
perspective of King Harold Godwinson.

e Evaluate the perspective depicted in the Bayeux
Tapestry.

Perspectives, page 210
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Key individual

Who was Erik the Red?

The Vikings were not only raiders and settlers. They were also great explorers.
One of the most famous Viking explorers was Erik the Red.

Erik the Red

Erik Thorvaldsson (c. 950-1003 CE) is remembered rik was declared outlawed [from Iceland
in many different ways: as an explorer, a settler, for three years] by the Thornesthing,

a murderer and an outlaw. Known as ‘Erik the Red’ — and he then made ready his ship in Erik’s

probably in reference to his red hair and beard -
he left his native Norway with his father, Thorvald,
who had been sent to the Viking colony in Iceland
as a punishment for murder.

Afew years later in c. 980 CE, Erik himself

creek, and when he was ready, Styr and the others
followed him out past the islands. Erik told them

that he intended to go in search of the land,
which Ulf Krages’s son Gunnbjérn saw, when

was also exiled for murder. At the Thorsnes Thing, he was driven out to the westward in the sea ...
Erik and the small group of men who sided with Source 1: This text is from The Saga of the Greenlanders (c. 1250 CE).
him were banished from Iceland for three years. Along with The Saga of Erik the Red, it is one of the two main sources

on the Vikings’ colonisation of Greenland in 982 CE.

The Vikings' Greenland colony

In 982 CE, Erik and his band of accomplices set
sail from the west coast of Iceland to try to find
aland to the west they had heard about. Almost
100 years earlier, a Norwegian settler of Iceland,
Gunnbjorn Ulfsson, had claimed to have seen this
land when fierce winds had driven his ship west
across what today is called the Denmark Strait.

See—an o

Sure enough, Erik and his men found the land
that Gunnbjorn Ulfsson had seen. Erik called the
country Greenland. After three years of exploring
the new land, Erik returned to Iceland.

Erik wanted to set up a Viking colony in
Greenland. He described the new land to people
in Iceland as a ‘green land’, which persuaded
them to follow Erik and help him build a new
Viking settlement. Of the 25 ships that set off for
Greenland, only 14 ships and around 400 to 500
people arrived; the rest turned back or were lost
at sea.

Erik and the surviving settlers founded a
colony known as the Eastern Settlement on
the south-west coast. Later, another colony
called the Western Settlement was founded
320 kilometres north-west of Erik’s colony.

56 Good Humanities 8



In spite of difficult beginnings,
the settlement survived for several
hundred years. Erik settled Greenland
during the ‘medieval warm period’
(950-1250 CE), so the climate was
milder than it is today. The settlers
grew crops such as barley, and raised
sheep and cattle. They also hunted
seals, walrus and whales at sea, and
polar bears and arctic foxes on land.

Erik enjoyed a position of high
status in Greenland. He held the
title of ‘paramount jarl” and became
very wealthy.

Source 2: Erik the Red and his fleet of
longships left Iceland in 982 CE to find
and explore Greenland.

|

Source 3: This is a modern-day photo of the remains of Erik the Red’s

farm, Brattahlid, located in the Vikings’ Eastern Settlement in Greenland.

Itis estimated that the Eastern Settlement consisted of around 200 farms.

Itis thought that the population never grew to more than around 3000 people.
This Viking settlement existed for around 500 years.

Learning
ladder H1.13

Significant people, ideas and events

o Source 2: Identify the land discovered by Erik the Red.
e Describe the outcome of the Thorsnes Thing.

9 Source 1: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain how Erik the Red found Greenland.

e Explain why some Icelandic Vikings were willing
to settle on Greenland.

e Analyse Erik the Red’s leadership.

Significance

0 Source 3: Identify why this site is historically
significant.

e Source 1: Describe the historical significance
of this source.

e Explain how the settlement of Greenland was
asignificant event.

© cxplain why Erik the Red is a significant individual
in Viking history.

Significance, page 212
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Site study

How did the Vikings
discover North America?

We know about Viking exploration from the sagas, and from archaeological finds

such as at L'Anse aux Meadows.

Discovery of North America

Around 1000 CE, Leif Eriksson, son of Erik the
Red, landed on the North American continent
and explored a region he called Vinland. He
came into contact with the inhabitants of
North America, whom the Vikings referred

to as the skreeling. Leif Eriksson reached the
Americas nearly 500 years before Christopher
Columbus, who arrived in 1492 CE. The Saga
of the Greenlanders relates this discovery.

Source 1: This is a reconstruction of the LAnse aux
Meadows site, which was uncovered by archaeologists
between 1961 and 1968 CE in Newfoundland, Canada.
So far, itis the only evidence of a Viking settlement

in North America.

58 Good Humanities 8

ature was so generous here that it seemed to

them no cattle would need any winter fodder,

but could graze outdoors. There was no frost in
winter, and the grass hardly withered. The days and nights
were more nearly equal than in Greenland or Iceland ...
Leif told his crew, ‘From now on we have two jobs on our
hands. On one day we shall gather grapes, and on the next
we shall cut grape vines and chop down the trees to make
a cargo for my ship ... Leif gave this country a name to
suit its resources: he called it Vinland [wine land].

Source 2: Excerpt from The Saga of the Greenlanders (c. 1250 CE). It describes
the enthusiasm the Viking explorers had for the newly discovered land, which
they named Vinland after the wild grapes that grew there.




Source 3: Some historians have suggested that Leif Eriksson
sailed off course on his way back to Greenland and landed on the
North American continent. Others say he may have heard about
the land from information passed on by an Icelandic trader.
[Hans Dahl (late 1800s CE), Leif Eriksson Discovers America)

The search for evidence:
L’Anse aux Meadows, Canada

The Viking sagas provide clues that archaeologists
could use to find physical evidence of Viking settlements.

In 1960 CE, the Norwegian explorer Helge Ingstad
came upon strange bumps and ridges in the land
at L’Anse aux Meadows in Newfoundland, Canada.
Excavation of the site revealed that these ridges were
the remains of eight Viking buildings.

Hundreds of Viking artefacts were found at L’Anse
aux Meadows, including a bronze pin used to fasten
a cloak; many iron boat nails; and knitting needles and
a spindle whorl used for spinning thread, showing that
women lived at the settlement.

Historians think the Vikings made the buildings at this
site from sod (soil and grass), which was built up over a
wooden frame. The largest building found at L’Anse aux
Meadows was a Viking longhouse, where families lived
and kept livestock. One of the smaller buildings contained
a forge for heating iron.

Carbon dating of the evidence found at L’Anse aux
Meadows suggests that Vikings lived in the settlement
between 990 and 1050 CE. The artefacts found at this
site are the earliest evidence of Europeans living in
North America.

Learning
ladder H1.14

Significant people, ideas and events

o Identify the Viking site found in North America.

9 Describe the evidence available that confirms
the Vikings’ exploration of North America.

e Explain how the artefacts found at LAnse aux
Meadows influenced our understanding of Viking
lifein North America.

e Explain why the LAnse aux Meadows site is an
important Viking legacy.

Sources

o Source 2: Idenitify the origin of the source.

e Sources 2 and 3: Describe the arrival of the Vikings
in North America.

9 Source 1: Explain how historians might have built
this replica site.

e Source 2: Explain why this source is useful for
historians studying Viking exploration.

e Source 1: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages
of this replica site for historians studying the
Vikings.

Sources, page 201
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Key individual

Who was Gudrid
the Far-travelled?

In her lifetime, Gudrid went on eight sea voyages and travelled across
the whole of Europe. She is believed to have been the most
widely travelled woman of the medieval period.

Gudrid’s early life

Stories of Gudrid Thorbjornardéttir appear in two Viking
sagas: The Saga of Erik the Red and The Saga of the
Greenlanders. She is featured prominently in The Saga
of Erik the Red — so much so it has been suggested that
the saga should be called Gudrid’s Saga.

Gudrid was born in c. 985 CE at Laugarbrekka farmstead
at Hellnar, Iceland. When she was almost 15 years old, Gudrid
travelled from Iceland to Greenland to join Erik the Red’s new
settlement. At the time when Gudrid arrived with her family,
Greenland was experiencing crop failures and the Viking
settlers were facing the prospect of famine.

According to the sagas, a seeress named Thorbjorg lived
in Greenland. Seeresses were revered in the Viking religion
for their ability to predict the future. The Greenlanders asked
her to foretell when the hardship would end, so Thorbjérg
called for awoman who could sing the traditional Viking
enchantments to help her. Gudrid answered that, although
she knew the old songs, she would not sing them because, like
many other Vikings at that time, she had recently converted to
Christianity. But everyone begged her to sing the songs anyway.
Gudrid finally agreed. The seeress then foretold that the famine
would end the following spring. She also predicted that Gudrid
would have a long line of descendants and that ‘a bright ray’
would shine over them.

Gudrid’'s journey to Vinland

Gudrid married a man named Thorsteinn, the son of Erik the
Red and the brother of Leif Eriksson. In ¢. 1000 CE, Gudrid and
Thorsteinn sailed to Vinland. Thorsteinn wanted to fetch the body
of his brother Thorvaldur, who had sailed to Vinland and been killed
there. But they never reached Vinland, as a storm blew them off
course. Then Thorsteinn fell ill and died, and Gudrid and the crew
returned to Greenland.

Source 1: Gudrid Thorbjornardéttir, Viking explorer P
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Source 2: Glaumbaer Viking settlement, Iceland. While the location
of Leifsbudir remains uncertain, the place of Gudrid’s birth,
Laugarbrekka, and her son Snorri’s house at Glaumbaer have both
been found. The Glaumbaer farm site was discovered in 2002 CE.

It has been reconstructed as a museum.

Gudrid was married again, this time to a merchant Gudrid’s pilgrimage to Rome
named Thorfinn Karlsefni. Together in c.1009 CE they After the death of Thorfinn and the marriage of her
sailed to Vinland with 60 men, 5 women and livestock.
They set up their home in a place called Leifsbudir.
According to the sagas, Leifsbudir had been built by Leif

son Snorri, Gudrid travelled to Rome on a pilgrimage.
Rome was an important Christian site where many of
the saints were buried. People in the medieval period

Eriksson years before. The actual location of Leifsbudir believed that by visiting the tombs of the saints,
has never been found, though some archaeologists they could be closer to God. After this journey she
believe that it may be near L’ Anse aux Meadows, if not returned to Iceland and lived the rest of her life as
L’ Anse aux Meadows itself. If the sagas are correct, anun at Glaumbaer.

Gudrid and Thorfinn’s son Snorri was born at Leifsbudir.

Return to Iceland

The Vikings at Leifsbudir had several encounters with
a group of Indigenous American people, known as
the Beothuk. Although at first relations between the
two groups were friendly, the killing of a Beothuk man
by one of the Vikings led to increasing violence.

Learning
ladder H1.15

Significant people, ideas and events

So Gudrid and the rest of the settlers returned to
Greenland. From Greenland, they sailed to Norway,
where Thorfinn sold the goods they had acquired in
Vinland, including furs and grapes. The sales made
him relatively rich, and he and Gudrid finally settled
in Iceland, where they built a farm.

@ 'dentify why Gudrid is significant.

e Source 3: Describe Gudrid’s travels.

e Explain how Gudrid travelled to Vinland.

e Explain why Gudrid made a pilgrimage to Rome.

e Sources 1,2 and 3: Using the sources and your
knowledge, evaluate Gudrid’s significance to
Viking history.

Western N 0 1000 km

Settlement Glaumbaer A 1 |
Greenland

Continuity and change

Norway,
o Source 3: Identify the different places Gudrid lived
during her lifetime.

Laugarbrekka e Describe the changes in Gudrid’s life that occurred

EUROPE

Source: Matilda Education Australia

Eastern after she returned from Vinland.
Settlement . . . L
Vinland e Explain how Gudrid’s life demonstrates religious
continuity and change in Viking society.
=8 - Voyades ot Gudrid Thorbipmardait ] Bolge o Explain why the context of Gudrid’s life meant
that she experienced great change.
_~

Source 3: The voyages and travels of Gudrid Thorbjornardéttir L Lslelim e e o02
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H1.16

What were the
iImpacts and legacies
of the Vikings?

The Vikings certainly brought chaos and destruction, but they also expanded trade,
explored new areas of the world and influenced cultural change.

What were the effects of Viking
expansion?

The effects of Viking expansion changed over time.

Violence

At first, the Viking expansion across northern Europe
led to conflict and violence with the peoples they
encountered or invaded. For example, in Britain and
Ireland, Viking raids and invasions led to thousands of
deaths and ongoing violence between the Vikings and
the Anglo-Saxons.

In North America too, initial contact with the
local Indigenous people also involved violence.
On arrival, Leif Eriksson and his crewmen attacked
the Indigenous people, while violence also erupted
between the Vikings and the Beothuk.

Trade

The Vikings also had a significant effect on trade.
New trade networks were established between the
British Isles and Scandinavia, and along the Dnieper
and Volgarivers, linking northern Europe with the
great cities of Baghdad and Constantinople. New
goods flooded into Scandinavia, including Indian
spices and animals, silver Arab coins and Chinese
silks. The Vikings also established the use of weighted
silver to pay for goods, rather than relying on barter.
This led to new prosperity in Europe. In addition,

the large Viking cargo ships (knarrs) enabled the
transportation of bulk cargoes across long distances.

Another, more disturbing, effect of the Viking
exploration was the expansion of the slave trade.
The Vikings bought and sold tens of thousands of
slaves. People were taken captive during Viking
raids in Europe and were transported to Dublin,

a major centre of the slave trade. From there, they
were sold to slaveholders in Spain, Persia, Arabia
and Scandinavia.
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Ithough many medieval writers followed

the common view of Viking invasion ...

[was] that the Vikings were motivated
by love of violence and greedy desire for plunder
but there were also more complex stories about
why Scandinavian invaders and settlers decided
to come to England. In these narratives, the
Vikings come not just to raid but to resolve
personal feuds, to intervene in English politics,
to search for adventure, or to find a safe and
peaceful home. ... their legacy can be traced
in the landscape, in place names and in local
history.

Source 1: An extract from historian Eleanor Parker (2018 CE),
Dragon Lords: The History and Legends of Viking England, |.B. Tauris.

Culture

The Viking expansion also led to cultural change.

One of the most enduring remnants of the Viking era is
the English language, spoken by 1.35 billion people in
the world today. English words such as ‘sister’, ‘cake’,
‘smile’, ‘happy’, ‘law’, ‘sky’, ‘freckle’ and ‘skill’ come
from the Old Norse language. Many of the place names
in England and Australia also come from Old Norse.
The ending ‘- by’ means town or farm in Old Norse —
for example, ‘Somersby’ in New South Wales.

The ending - thorpe means village — for example,
‘Millthorpe’ in New South Wales and ‘Stanthorpe’

in Queensland.

In addition, democracy was an important ideal
of the Viking era, as exercised through the Thing,
at which all free men could vote. Today, the word
‘Thing’ (or ‘Ting’) is present in the names of the
national parliaments in Iceland (the Althing),
Denmark (the Folketing) and Norway (the Storting).
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Source 2:
The Canberra

Raiders’ rugby
league mascot

Source 4: )

God of War: Ragnarok
(2022), a video

game developed by
Santa Monica Studio.
The gameis setin

the world of Viking
mythology.

How has the legacy of the Vikings
changed?

The image of the Vikings as brutal, violent raiders,
as depicted in Anglo-Saxon manuscripts such as the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, remains today. For example,
the Canberra Raiders rugby league team adopted
the Viking raider as their mascot and portray him as
atough, marauding warrior (incorrectly) wearing

a horned helmet. Even though historians have
emphasised the Vikings’ expertise in shipbuilding,
trade, exploration and culture since the beginning
of the 20th century, the image of the barbarian
remains prominent.

At the same time, the Viking sagas have had
astrong influence on writers, artists, filmmakers,
musicians and video game developers over the last
700 years. In recent times, J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of
the Rings trilogy and J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter
series have drawn heavily on stories, images and
ideas contained in the Viking sagas. Films series
such as Thor (2011) and The Avengers (2012) feature
the Viking gods and characters based on Heimdall,
Frigg, Loki and Odin. Video games such as God of
War (2018) also reference Viking mythology.

Source 3: Eowyn,

a shield-maiden,
from J.R.R. Tolkein’s
Lord of the Rings

trilogy

Learning
ladder H1.16

Impacts and legacies

o Source 2: Identify how the Vikings have been
portrayed in the source.

e Source 3: Describe the influence of the Viking sagas
in this source.

e Sources 2, 3and 4: Using the sources and your
knowledge, explain how the Vikings have influenced
modern popular culture.

e Source 1: Using the source, explain why the legacy
of the Vikings is more than ‘the greedy desire for
plunder’.

e Evaluate the legacy of the Vikings on modern society.

Causes and consequences

0 Identify the causes of Viking expansion.

e Describe the initial effects of Viking expansion on
the people of Britain.

e Explain how the Vikings affected trade in the
medieval period.

e Explain why the Vikings’ effects on culture have
been significant.

e Evaluate the effect of the Vikings on medieval
society.

Causes and consequences, page 206
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H1.1/

How do | conduct
a good inquiry?

Now that you've finished the chapter, it's time to conduct your own historical

inquiry on the Vikings. Throughout the chapter you have developed knowledge and
understanding of the Vikings. Background knowledge is important because it helps you
to make connections to new information, ask better questions and consider different
perspectives. As you progressed through the chapter, you have gathered information
through classroom discussion, highlighting, note taking and answering questions.

Now you are ready to start planning your own historical inquiry!

A historical inquiry gives you the opportunity to be
an active historian: forming questions, interrogating
sources énd commun@atmg insights about the past What are the key features?
on a topic of your choice. The chapter has covered When and where was this
the origins and legacies of the Vikings in addition happening?

to significant people, events, ideas and beliefs.

What would you like to know more about?

What do you see?
Who is involved?

What do you think about that?
How do you think people were

e The role of Viking women, page 46 affected at the time?
How is this similar to or different
from today?

* The Great Heathen Army, page 52 How do we know?

* The gods that the Vikings worshipped, page 40

* The life of Gudrid the far-travelled, page 60

¢ Viking archaeology, pages 46, 58, 60

What did different groups think
about this?

Why is this important to know?

Return to the relevant pages in the chapter and read
them again.

Next, complete the ‘see, think, wonder’ process What does it make you wonder?
to help develop ideas you might cover in your
inquiry.

Jot down your answers to these questions.
Your answers will help you to formulate your own

research ideas. Throughout the chapter, you have been working
Once you have worked through this process, to move up the Learning ladder. Aninquiry

you are ready to start the historical inquiry. Refer investigation is a great opportunity to expand

to pages 218-25 of the How-to for a step-by-step

guide to this process.

your knowledge and attempt new skills.

When planning your inquiry, consider how the
experiences and perspectives of individuals and
groups shaped societies, beliefs and events in
the past. Think about how the past has had an
impact on the present. Use the How-to chapter
to support your planning and research.
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I
H2.0

How can | understand
medieval Europe?

With the growth of cities and trade and huge advances in technology, the medieval period
in Europe gave birth to the modern world. This ever-changing period saw the development
of universities, banking, parliament and legal protections, such as equality before the law

and trial by jury.

‘ I Learning I

| can evaluate the
impact of the rise
and fall of societies.

| can explain why a
society developed.

| can explain how a
society developed.

| can describe the
origins of societies.

| can identify the
origins of societies.

©5
9 Background
00 and origins
Q20
090
L S
hxa

66 Good Humanities 8

der

| can evaluate how
societies were
influenced by significant
people and ideas.

| can explain why
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can explain how
ideas influenced
people and events.

| can describe
key people, ideas
and events.

| can identify key
people, ideas
and events.

Significant
people, ideas
and events

The Learning ladder lists the knowledge and skills you will learn.
Each has five levels of difficulty. Learning skills at the bottom of
the ladder will help you to master the skills at the top of the ladder.

| can evaluate the
legacy of a society.

| can explain why a
society has a legacy.

I can explain the
impact of one society
on another.

| can describe the
legacy of a society.

| can identify the
legacy of a society.

Impact and
legacies

| can evaluate
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain
patterns of continuity
and/or change.

| can explain continuity
and change.

| can describe
continuity and change.

| can identify continuity
and change.

Continuity and
change

| can analyse causes
and consequences.

| can explain
why something was
caused or why it
led to certain
consequences.

| can explain how
something was caused
or its consequences.

| can describe causes
and consequences.

| can identify a cause
and a consequence.

Causes and
consequences



| can evaluate
historical perspectives.

| can compare
perspectives.

| can explain a
perspective.

| can describe
perspectives.

| can identify the
perspective of a
person from the past.

Perspectives

| can evaluate
historical significance.

| can explain why
something is historically
significant.

| can explain
something historically
significant.

| can describe
something historically
significant.

| can identify
something historically
significant.

Significance

Historical concepts and skills

| can evaluate

the evidence
supporting a historical

interpretation.

| can compare historical
interpretations.

| can explain
an interpretation
of history.

| can describe
an interpretation
of history.

| can identify a
historical debate.

Interpretations

| can explain change
or causality from
a timeline.

| can summarise the
events on a timeline.

| can follow timeline
conventions.

| can place events
on a timeline
chronologically.

| can read a timeline.

Chronology

4 Source 1: The Battle of
Agincourt, 1415, from
The St. Albans Chronicle
(1497 CE)

| can evaluate sources
to determine their
accuracy, usefulness
and reliability.

| can explain the
historical context
of a source.

I can apply historical
knowledge to
explain sources.

| can describe
a source.

| can identify the
origin of a source.

Sources

Steps in skKill
progression
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H2.1

Why learn about
medieval Europe?

Since the medieval period spans almost

1000 years, historians have divided it into three
parts: the early medieval period (c. 500-1000 CE),
the high medieval period (1000-1250 CE) and

the late medieval period (1250-¢.1500 CE).

The late medieval period concluded with the invention of

the printing press (1440 CE) and the fall of the Byzantine

Empire (1453 CE), which ushered in the early modern period.

The invention of the printing press meant that books no longer

had to be copied by hand, and could be quickly and cheaply

produced, enabling a range of new ideas to spread across Europe.
Noteworthy figures of the medieval period include

Charlemagne (Charles the Great), William the Conquerer,

Hildegard of Bingen, Marco Polo and Joan of Arc.

¥ Source 1: Hildegard of Bingen (c. 1098-1179 CE), a noted
medieval writer, composer, philosopher, physician and scientist

4 Source 3: Godfrey of Bouillon, who led the First Crusade,
giving thanks to God in the presence of the priest Peter

» 476 CE 800 CE the Hermit after the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 CE.
----- o Ke > oo [Emile Signol (1847 CE), Taking of Jerusalem by the
Collapse of ° |d eas Charlemagne crowned Crusaders, 15th July 1099]

[ ]
s timeline | areee

""" Vikings raid the Feudal system Danelaw Viking

BFattkle( 02 T?urs: Lindisfarne B beginsin Europe kingdom in
ranks defeat monastery England begins
Spanish Moors « in England

Early medieval period
500—1000 CE
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Source 4: In 1215 CE, rebel lords in England, backed by the church, P
called for the protection of church rights, the introduction of

legal rights and reduced taxation to the king. The lords forced the
unpopular King John to sign a document called the Magna Carta.
The document outlined the principle that no-one was above

the law, including the king. The Magna Carta was one of the first
steps in the development of legal and political rights for common
people and the start of modern democracy.

Learning
ladder H2.1

Background and origins

0 Identify the three periods in medieval history.
e Source 3: Describe the scene depicted in this image.

e Source 4: Explain how the Magna Carta led to
long-term change.

0 Explain why the invention of the printing pressin
1440 CE marked an important shiftin history.

Chronology

o Identify the events on the timeline that occurred
during the late medieval period.
e Place the following events in chronological order:
+ 1187 CE: Muslims take back Jerusalem
+ 1099 CE: Crusaders capture Jerusalem
+ 1050 CE: Seljuks control Jerusalem
» 1096 CE: First Crusade leaves Constantinople.
e Create atimeline using the events in Question 2.

o Explain how the timeline demonstrates the continuity
of kings’ leadership in medieval Europe.

Chronology, page 198

1440 CE <«
1066 CE < 1096 CE <« 1215CE <« 1271 CE <« 1381CE <« ~--°°-
.............................. Gutenberg
Normans Start King John of Start of The Peasants’ invents a
conquer of the England signs the Marco Polo’s Revolt mechanised
England crusades Magna Carta travels printing press

1016 CE 1098 CE 1347 CE 1431 CE
Canute unites Birth of Black Death Joanof Arc
England, Denmark Hildegard hits Europe « iskilled <«

and Norway von Bingen
High medieval period Late medieval period
1000—1250 CE 1250—-1500 CE
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I
H2.2

What were the key

sites of medieval
Europe?

Powerful kingdoms in medieval Europe often had significant
geographical advantages, such as protective mountains,
and seas and rivers for trade and travel. They also had
access to arange of valuable resources, including forests,
agricultural land and precious metals.

Medieval Europe, c. 1278 CE

Source 1: This crown was made by
Frankish artisans and was worn by the
Holy Roman Emperors from ¢c. 960 CE
until 1796 CE. The crown consists of eight
hinged gold plates and is decorated with
pearls and 144 precious stones.

4
N : G 500 1000km | Source 2:
A Iceland L l | The boundaries
(Norway) of medieval
Europe changed
often. This map
shows the
boundariesin
) 1278 CE.
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(Denmark).
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The Viking kingdoms

During the early medieval period, the peoples of
Scandinavia (also known as Vikings) became a powerful
force. The Scandinavian countries contain large mountain
ranges and also many lakes, rivers, fjords and flat coastal
plains. Most Vikings lived close to the rivers and coasts,
and developed a range of advanced ship technologies

for fishing, hunting and trade. From 793 CE, their ships
enabled them to raid and colonise other regions overseas
to the south-west, including coastal areas in England,
Scotland, Ireland and France. By around 850 CE, they
had sailed across the Baltic Sea and entered the major
river systems of western Russia. Viking exploration

and trade extended as far as Constantinople in the
Byzantine Empire and west to L’Anse aux Meadows

in present-day Canada.

The Holy Roman Empire

Another key site of the early medieval period in Europe
was the Holy Roman Empire. With the decline of the
Western Roman Empire during the 5th century, a series
of small kingdoms were established, including the
Kingdom of the Ostrogoths, the Kingdom of Burgundy
and the Kingdom of the Franks. In 768 CE, the Kingdom
of the Franks was ruled by Charlemagne (Charles the
Great). Over the next 30 years, Charlemagne significantly
extended the size of his kingdom through a series of
battles, to secure his empire against the invasions of
Germanic tribes to the east and Muslim attacks from
Spain. In 800 CE, the pope crowned Charlemagne
emperor and recognised his kingdom as the Holy Roman
Empire. The Holy Roman Empire would last until 1806 CE.
Much of its success was due to its natural geographical
features, including forests, rivers, oceans and mountains.
The Alps and Pyrenees mountain ranges provided some
protection from invasion, while rolling plains across the
interior had fertile soils and forests, providing crops for
food and wood for housing, fuel and weapons. Major

river systems, such as the Rhine, provided transportation
across the empire for troops and trade goods. These
features enabled a wealthy and powerful empire

to develop.

The Byzantine Empire

The Byzantine Empire was the eastern half of the old
Roman Empire. In the 5th century CE, it covered much

of the land surrounding the eastern Mediterranean Sea,
including Greece and Tirkiye, North Africa and the Middle
East. Key to the success of the Byzantine Empire was

its location between Europe and Asia and its dominant
position near the Mediterranean Sea. This location made
it easy for the Byzantine Empire to control trade in the
region and become wealthy by charging merchants

Viking settlements from 8th to 11th century CE
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4 Source 3: Viking exploration between the 8th and 11th centuries CE

high taxes. However, the Byzantine Empire’s wealth
and strategic position also made it a target. It suffered
continuous attacks from Arabs, Crusaders and Turks
who wanted the territory for themselves. The Byzantine
Empire gradually declined over a thousand-year period,
finally falling to the Ottoman Turks in 1453 CE.

Learning
ladder H2.2

Background and origins

a Identify the three key sites of medieval Europe.

e Describe the natural features of the Holy Roman
Empire.

e Explain how the geography of Scandinavia led the
Vikings to develop advanced ship technologies.

0 Source 2: Using this source and your knowledge, write
a paragraph to explain the benefits and drawbacks of
the Byzantine Empire’s geographical position.

Sources

0 Source 1: Identify the origin of the source.

e Source 3: Describe the extent of the Viking
exploration between the 8th and 11th centuries CE.

e Source 3: Explain how the Vikings were able to
undertake their extensive exploration.

o Source 2: Using the source and your knowledge,
explain why the Holy Roman Empire was influential
and powerful.

Sources, page 201
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H2.3

How was feudal
society organised?

In medieval Europe, society was organised in a strict hierarchy under the feudal system.
All people had rights and obligations, from the king and his lords to the poorest peasants.

The origins of feudalism

After the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, people
in Western Europe no longer had the Roman army to
protect them against raids from barbarians.

Feudalism, or the feudal system, offered a new
way for people to be protected and provided for.
People moved onto the land run by wealthy and powerful
lords. Here they could be protected by the lord’s army
and take shelter in his castle during attacks. As payment,
these people provided military service and worked
the lord’s land for him. Feudalism operated in Europe
between the 9th and 15th centuries CE.

Source 1: p
The four social
classesinthe
feudal system

The knights fought for
their lords and the king.

Peasants farmed
the land for their
lords and knights.
In return, the
peasants
were given
protection.
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Lords

Knights

(vassals to
king/lords)

Peasants
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How feudalism worked

Feudalism was a system of rights and obligations
throughout society. All the land in a kingdom was owned
by the king. Beneath the king were lords who acted as
vassals. A vassal was someone who received land in
return for providing military service. In return for land,
known as a manor, the lord was obliged to obey the king
and provide him with soldiers for his army.

— The king owned the
land, but gave plots of
land called manors to
the lords.

King

As payment for their
land, the lords supplied
the king with soldiers
and horses for warfare.
The nobles gave some
land, known as fiefs,

to the knights.




In turn, the lords gave parcels of land known as
fiefs to their vassals: the knights. The knights were
obliged to fight as soldiers for the lord and demonstrate
fealty. To show fealty, the knight would kneel before
the lord and swear the Oath of Fealty: ‘| promise on
my faith that | will in the future be faithful to the lord,
never cause him harm and will observe my homage to
him completely against all persons in good faith and
without deceit.’

The role of the king

In many European kingdoms, the king held the land
through divine right. Divine right meant that the king’s
authority to rule and own the land had been given to him
by God. Furthermore, it meant that a king’s decisions
were absolute and could not be questioned.

At the same time, the king was expected to be a
great warrior and lead his troops into battle. He was also
obliged to protect his people, set a good example as a
Christian ruler and make fair laws in his kingdom.

Source 2: William the Conqueror
leads his Norman cavalry at

the Battle of Hastings, 1066 CE.
[Hlustration from Histoire de
France (c.1902 CE)]

Learning
ladder H2.3

Significant people, ideas and events

0 Identify the four social classes in medieval Europe.

e Source 1: Describe the role of lords in the feudal
system.

9 Explain how feudalism worked.

e Explain why peasants lived on land belonging to
alord or knight.

e Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of
the feudal system.

Causes and consequences

o Source 2: Identify the reason why the king in this
image would be seen as a ‘good king'.

9 Describe the reason a knight swore the Oath of
Fealty.

9 Explain the effects of the ‘divine right’ of kings.
e Explain why feudalism emerged in medieval Europe.

Causes and consequences, page 206
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H2.4

Key individual

Who was Charlemagne?

Charlemagne was the first ruler in over three centuries to have the military power to create
a stable empire in Europe. During the reign of Charlemagne from 768 to 814 CE, the Franks

expanded their territory into Germany.

Charlemagne: King of the Franks

Historians believe that Charlemagne was born in 742 CE
and died in 814 CE. Charlemagne became king of the
Franks (a people who lived roughly in the area of modern
France) in 768 CE. Charlemagne expanded the Frankish
Kingdom into an empire that included much of Western
and Central Europe. He united Western Europe for the
first time since the Romans, and in doing so began the
formation of a European identity.

Charlemagne took over as king when he was
26 years old, after his father, Pepin the Short, died.
He and his younger brother, Carloman, jointly ruled the
kingdom of the Franks until 771 CE, when Carloman
died and Charlemagne became sole ruler. People called
Charlemagne ‘Charles the Great’ because he was a
popular king and a good organiser, and he improved
the way people were ru