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How to use this book

Student resources

Pearson Humanities Victoria 9 uses subtle learning strategies to introduce,
reinforce, differentiate, deepen and accelerate learning. The student resources
provide a comprehensive coverage of the Victorian Curriculum for the
humanities and are fully supported by an innovative digital offering. Elective
chapters are available in print, digital or through customisation, and all

the content chapters are fully supported by Lightbook Starter and Student
Reader+ resources. Students are set for success with this complete solution
for humanities learning!

: Be set

: The chapter opening page sets the context for

: the chapter by engaging students through ideas

: that get them thinking about the content and

: concepts to come. The key vocabulary for each

: chapter is presented in the chapter glossary, which
. helps students to prepare for discipline-specific

: terminology. The stunning chapter-opening imagery

Australian citizens
and society 14

. and overview questions help to frame students’
. thinking about the chapter before they begin.

Ei

: The spectacular photos, illustrations, maps,
: timelines and infographics are relevant

and purposefully selected to build students’
understanding of the text. A dedicated series
literacy consultant, Dr Trish Weekes, has helped to
craft the content so that it is accessible and contains
. enhanced scaffolding and explanation for students.
: The content’s design is also geared towards

: improving readability and navigation of the text,

: and the maps include inset locator maps to aid

: students’ understanding of physical geography.
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B I 1 " d The Russo-Japanese War and Effects on Japan Russian perspectives

its aftermath

Causes of the war

Each skills builder outlines a subject-specific B
method or technique for students to master; they

are instructive and self-contained, and step students
through key skills to prepare and build student fluency
and application. Toolkit chapters for each discipline
cover key concepts and skills from the Victorian
Curriculum and are tailored for Level 9. There are also
additional graphic organisers and useful templates
available for students via the Student Reader+.
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Perspectives on the war
Japanese perspectives

Consequences of the war
The Treaty of Portsmouth
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Be extended

The case study units relate to a specific event

or location, and are written to extend students’
knowledge and understanding. The spotlight boxes
focus their attention on a place, an issue or a concept
relating to the unit; they are designed to develop
students’ knowledge and understanding of the ideas
and processes that are central to the Level 9 study of
the humanities.
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EXd Impacts of tourism on Bali, Indonesia Social impacts

History of tourism in Bali

Spotlight
Balinese protest against
tourism projects Environmental impacts
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[EFX] Your voice in government
Be progressed : P—
The student book activities reinforce key e nform
understandings and extend students beyond

the text by involving them in a variety of learning
experiences; they are crafted using Bloom’s taxonomy
to cater for the full range of learning abilities to : "
move learners towards what they are expected to
know and to help them consolidate that knowledge.
Many of the activities are based on the stimulus
material presented in the chapters, to facilitate the
development of the skills.

Observe

There are handy icons in the student book to
indicate the best time for students to engage with E
the corresponding Lightbook Starter assessment module. These formative assessment
modules link back to overview questions at the start of the chapter
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Lightbook Starter

The Lightbook Starter is a cutting-edge formative and summative
assessment platform, containing complementary sets of questions for
reviewing the student book’s units and chapters. These digital questions
serve as an alternative or additional assessment opportunity for students
who enjoy the benefits of instant feedback, hints and auto-correction.
Students and teachers can enjoy the visibility of learning through a
progress tracker that shows each student’'s achievement against selected
curriculum learning outcomes.

Pearson

Lightbook

Starter
Formal:ve assessment.

Check readiness.
Track progress.

Be ready Be in control

The Lightbook Starter enables teachers and students
to use a digital assessment tool as an alternative or

The before you begin section includes useful
addition to the questions in the student book. The

: preparatory material and questions to activate the
: prior knowledge of students and to establish their
Lightbook Starter’s structure mirrors the overview
questions in each chapter opening of the student book
: so that it provides a fully integrated approach to

. digital assessment and feedback.

knowledge baselines. In addition, the expected
learning outcomes present the key knowledge of the
chapter in a student-friendly manner.

Be assessed

. : . _ . Be reflective
A variety of interactive question types with

hints and solutions help students to check their
understanding of what they are learning; these tools
provide scaffolding and guidance to students so that
they can confidently attempt review questions in
class or at home. The module reviews are useful as a

An integrated set of reflection questions supports
E rev's'on deVICG to help StudentS Identlfy thell’ areas Of E ................................................................

. students in considering their progress and future areas
. for focus. Students are frequently prompted to reflect
: on what they've learnt, and how they've worked.

weakness or as a formative assessment to inform Be tracked
teachers in their lesson planning. The Lightbook
Starter can also be used by students to check their
understanding throughout the chapter; students
benefit from the Lightbook Starter's auto-corrected
responses that re-teach key concepts and provide
them with instant feedback.

: Students can enjoy seeing progress through the

: learning outcomes that are updated instantly in the
: progress tracker; the progress tracker teacher

: dashboard shows where the learners are in their

: learning and is mapped to Victorian Curriculum

: content descriptors.
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Teacher Reader+

The Teacher Reader+ makes lesson preparation easy by combining
additional teaching strategies and ideas for class activities along
with differentiation and EAL/D support. Suggested solutions are also
included, as well as all the answers to the student book activities.

D )

Be prepared

The chapter resource summary for each chapter
provides an easy reference point and overview for
teachers; there are also categorised activity references
for each student book unit to help make tailored
lesson planning easier. Full answers, including

suggested alternative solutions, to all the activities are :

also supplied. Further, each unit’s learning objectlves
are clearly stated.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Be differentiated

The differentiated rich task worksheets help
learners to increase their fluency in using specific
skills and to demonstrate their understanding of key

concepts. The rich tasks are differentiated along three :
: complexity levels to support different entry points for :
: students. There is an accompanying rubric for each
. task that teachers can give students upfront to more

. explicitly to define their goals.

D

: Be supported

: The teacher guide offers a range of ideas to
introduce students to and engage them in each

. new topic, as well as to spark and activate their
prior knowledge in the subject area. There are skills
: continuum rubrics also available for each separate

. discipline. Further, students can be encouraged to
track their progression on the continuum throughout
their learning.

---------------------------------------------------------------

: Be report-ready

: The students’ understanding can be tested by

using the ready-made Lightbook Starter chapter
assessment. This summative assessment can

be assigned by teachers; alternatively, teachers can
use the printable and editable chapter test format
available via the Teacher Reader+.
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Student Reader+

Reader+ is our next generation eBook. Students can read, take notes,
save bookmarks and more—anywhere, anytime.

: Be equipped

. Integrated resources and interactive activities enhance s
: and extend the learning experience, helping to engage :
: students and give them choice and flexibility in their ~ :
: learning. :
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History toolkit

The transition from traditional, locally
based societies to large, urbanised
industrial nations was a key feature of the
modern era. Australia’s experience has
reflected many of these broad changes.
The story of the making of the modern
world and Australia’s part in it has been
told by different people in different ways.
Historians must analyse and evaluate the
many sources of evidence to construct

an accurate account of what occurred,
using their judgement about what the
evidence tells us. Historical accounts

are never unchallengeable.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

1A What do historical sources of evidence
say about the making of the modern
world?

1B How do historians interpret contested
events?

1C How do you construct a strong
historical argument?

XY A historian leading students on a tour of the Shrine of
Remembrance in Melbourne

GLOSSARY

analyse to break down into parts and study the
interrelationships of those parts

contention an argument or point of view, expressed
simply and directly

contested the subject of debate or controversy

corroboration confirming information in a source
by finding supporting evidence elsewhere

ephemera items intended to be used only for a
short time

evaluate judge the accuracy or reliability of a
source

graphic organiser a visual display demonstrating
relationships, concepts or ideas

historical evidence primary or secondary sources
used to interpret the past

historical interpretations views of people after the
period of study, usually found in secondary sources

historical perspectives views of people in the
period of study, usually found in primary sources

nuanced argument an argument that
acknowledges complexity or contradiction

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT



Examining sources of evidence

Depression-era breadline statue, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt Memorial

What is historical evidence?

There are many historical sources: documents, buildings,
artwork, even ephemera such as train tickets. These sources
provide information about the past. However, sources

only become historical evidence when they are used by
someone, usually a historian, to interpret the past. A single
source might be used as evidence of more than one thing.

For example:

Letters from the Great Depression are
donated to a library

One letter details the experience of
living on the ‘susso’ (sustenance
payments)

One historian uses the letter as
evidence of Australia’s welfare state,
while another uses it as evidence of
social impacts of the Depression

The remaining letters are not used as
evidence by anyone and remain
simply ‘sources’

Examining sources with
ADAMANT

When you are examining a source thoroughly, it is useful to
follow a series of steps. Ideally, you should go through the
same set of steps with each source you examine. The steps
should allow you to extract as much information as you can

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

out of the source. The ADAMANT method addresses the
key components of a source.

» Author/creator: Who created the source? Was the author
part of a particular institution or group?

» Date: When was the source produced? What was the
context? Were there any events that might have shaped
the subject matter?

» Audience: Who was the source originally created for?

» Message: What information or view is being presented?

> Agenda: What might the author’s motivation have
been for creating the source? Does the source express a
particular point of view?

» Nature: What type of source is it? (For example,
diary, news report, declaration, speech, survey results,
photograph or cartoon.)

» Techniques: How does the author communicate the
message? Does the author use imagery, symbols or
expressive language? If so, why?

Here we will use the ADAMANT method to examine a
painting by Welsh artist Penry Williams in Source 1.1.3.

Did you know?

Wales was an enthusiastic participant in the
Industrial Revolution. Although the country was fairly
slow to modernise, by 1851 it was the world's second
most industrialised nation, behind England. Welsh
industry included lead, copper and coal mining,
ironworks, slate quarrying and wool production.

The artist Penry Williams (1802-1885) was famous
for his paintings of industrial landscapes in Wales.
He is celebrated in Wales as a man of humble
origins who went on to become a major artist.

Cyfarthfa Ironworks Interior at Night, Penry
Williams (1825)



Author/creator: Penry
Williams, a Welsh artist from
a working-class background

Date: 1800s, when
around two-thirds
of Welsh families
were supported by
industrial jobs

Audience: The
general public of
Wales and beyond

Message: Ironworks are
shown emitting pollution
from several chimneys;
their night operation

Agenda: To depict
effects of industry on
ordinary life; abundance
of pollution may suggest
an awareness of
environmental damage

< Nature: Painting

Techniques: Lighting
romantic but
accentuating pollution;
modern ironworks and
smoking chimneys
contrasted with pre-
industrial stone bridge, a
man on a horse, trees

suggests high output F®®E] Examining a source using the ADAMANT method: Industrial

Landscape, Wales, 19th Century. Artist Penry Williams.

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain the difference between a historical
source and historical evidence.

2 State whether the following sources are being
used as evidence or not, explaining your
reasoning:

a You find your great-aunt’s diary when
cleaning out her house after she dies.

b You donate the diary to a local museum.

¢ The museum displays the diary in an exhibit
on local history.

d A historian cites the diary in an academic
paper about women’s employment in
Australia.

3 What is the purpose of using the ADAMANT
method to examine sources? What is the value
in considering the date and context of a source?

Applying and analysing

4 Examine Source 1.1.2 using the ADAMANT
method.

Historical skills

5 How might a piece of ephemera, such as a
train ticket or a phone bill, contribute to an
understanding of continuity and change?

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT 3



Corroboration Reliability

After examining a source in depth, you should evaluate the
source (judge its accuracy or reliability) to decide how useful
it is. A key part of this is corroboration. Corroboration
means finding other sources that verify the information

in your source. Using corroborated sources strengthens
your conclusions, allowing you to make a sound historical
argument.

A simple way to corroborate sources is to create a Venn
diagram like Source 1.2.2 about the sources you have

examined.

E®X] Australian Prime Minister Robert Menzies, Declaration
of War broadcast, 3 September 1939

FEX] Historians must evaluate a range of sources of
evidence before coming to a conclusion After corroborating a source, a historian judges how reliable

it is. Some sources are, by their nature, more reliable as
sources of evidence than others.

One example is the audio recording of former Prime

Red = Weak Evidence SRR EEEEEEE PR °
Minister Robert Menzies declaring on 3 September 1939

T e information in that Australia was at war with Germany. It would be hard to
argue that Menzies did not say, ‘we are ... as a great family

Green = Strong Evidence

0 of nations involved in a struggle which we must at all costs

win and which we believe in our hearts we will win.” The

recording, the transcript and the many witnesses confirm

information i that he said it. However, we must take care to verify all
sources of information, particularly now that fake websites,

including front websites for political organisations, and

Information in
Source 2

image manipulation are common online.

_ Scandinavian historians Sebastian Olden-Jgrgensen and
EEX] The corroboration method Torsten Thurén have developed guidelines for judging the
reliability of sources.

4 PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9



Human relics such as
fingerprints are more credible

An eyewitness is more reliable
than second-hand testimony

The closer a source is to the
event it describes, the more
sources than narratives reliable it is

If a number of independent
sources contain the same
message, the credibility is high

Strong indications of the
originality of a source increase
its reliability

Sources with low tendencies
towards bias are more reliable

Sources where the creator has
no direct interest in a particular
outcome/agenda are more reliable

E®¥] Olden-Jargensen and Thurén’s guidelines for source reliability

Did you know?

Historian Sam Wineburg and his colleagues at Stanford
University are so concerned about misleading sources
of information online that they do extensive studies

on how students assess the accuracy of websites.
One of their techniques is to provide students with a
website that looks official and objective but which is in
fact a front for a political organisation. They rate how
well students check the ‘About’ pages and corroborate
information with other sources. One of their findings

is that students have difficulty distinguishing between
subtle advertising and news items.

F®X] Some students have difficulty assessing the
accuracy of websites

Did you know?

There are different schools of thought among
historians. These include cultural history, Marxist
history, revisionist history, liberal history, ‘big’ history,
‘counterfactual’ history and feminist history. ‘History
from below’ attempts to show history from the point
of view of ordinary people rather than the powerful.

Remembering and understanding

1 Whatis corroboration and why do history
students and historians need to practise
it? Why are some historical sources more
reliable than others?

Applying and analysing

2 Find one similarity and one difference
between the corroboration method and
Olden-Jgrgensen and Thurén’s method of
assessing reliability.

Historical skills

3 Give three pieces of advice to students about
using online historical sources as evidence.

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT



Contrasting perspectives

Historians often have to deal with contradictory evidence.
Not everyone from the past had the same opinion about
what was happening. Many events were contested (the

subject of debate or controversy) at the time and continue

to be contested today.

Historical perspectives are the views of people from

the past about what was happening at the time. They are
generally found in primary sources. Sometimes, two primary
sources will present conflicting views about an event but
both can be substantiated with evidence. In other words,
both are reasonably reliable but express very different
opinions. How does a historian decide which one is more

convincing?

Two sources on the Cold War between the United States and
the Soviet Union after World War II provide a good example.

US perspective Soviet Union perspective

‘We shall not
realize our
objectives ...
unless we
are willing
to help free
peoples to
maintain
their free
institutions
and their national integrity
against aggressive
movements that seek to
impose upon them
totalitarian regimes ... The
free peoples of the world look
to us for support in
maintaining their freedoms.’
(Speech by US President
Harry Truman, 1947)

‘The foreign

policy of the

United States,

which reflects

the imperialist

tendencies

of American

monopolistic capital, is
characterized in the postwar
period by a striving for

world supremacy. This

is the real meaning of

the many statements by
President Truman and other
representatives ... ; that the
United States has the right to
lead the world.” (Telegram to
Soviet leadership from Nikolai
Novikov, Soviet ambassador
to the USA, September 1946)

6 . PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

GLOSSARY

imperialist tendencies attempts to control other
countries

monopolistic capital dominance based on
commercial power

national integrity control of or protection of one’s
nation

totalitarian regimes governments that control all
aspects of daily life

After researching the topic in depth, a student-historian
might handle the contradictory accounts like this:

President Truman’s view that ‘the free peoples of the world
look to [the US] for support in maintaining their freedoms’
was contested by Nikolai Novikov, the Soviet ambassador,
who interpreted the US approach as ‘a striving for world
supremacy’ on account of its ‘imperialist tendencies.” Such
accounts highlight the stark ideological and political
differences between the US and Soviet Union during the
Cold War. Evidence supporting the US perspective is [X]

... while evidence supporting the Soviet perspective is ...[Y].
\Ultimately, it is clear that ... [Z].

J/

Note how the student-historian considers the evidence to
support each perspective [X and Y] before reaching her own
conclusions [Z].

Contrasting interpretations

Historical interpretations are opinions on an event that are
expressed well after the event occurred. Interpretations are
generally found in secondary sources, particularly history books.

As with historical perspectives, interpretations may conflict
with each other. It can be difficult to decide which one

is more convincing. Historians’ debates about the 1915
Gallipoli campaign provide a good example.



The Gallipoli campaign was the beginning of true Australian
nationhood. When Australia went to war in 1914, many

white Australians believed that their Commonwealth had no
history, that it was not yet a true nation, that its most glorious
days still lay ahead of it. In this sense the Gallipoli campaign
was a defining moment for Australia as a new nation.

e
/

N
(e

—

Frank Bongiorno

After researching the topic in depth, the student-historian

might approach the different interpretations like this:

4 B
Marilyn Lake challenges the traditional view, as put by
Frank Bongiorno, that the Australian nation was forged
from the Gallipoli experience. Lake points to ways in
which ‘national ideals’ existed well before World War I.
Evidence supporting Lake’s interpretation is ... [X].
Evidence supporting Bongiorno’s interpretation is ... [Y].
Having considered a range of primary source evidence
and interpretations, it is clear that ... [Z].

J

Note the way the student-historian briefly introduces
both interpretations, finds evidence pertinent to each

[X and Y] and then constructs her own argument based
on a review of both primary source evidence and historical
interpretations [Z].

For those who believe the Australian nation was born at
Gallipoli and that Australian values are to be found in the
Spirit of Anzac, it must come as a surprise that our nation
builders ... were laying down our national ideals during
the long peace that preceded World War I.

Marilyn Lake

Remembering and understanding

1 Why might historical sources sometimes

contradict each other?

Applying and analysing

2

On the face of it, which appears more
convincing, the US perspective or the Soviet
perspective on the Cold War? What further
evidence would you need before making a
judgement?

Historical skills

3

Working in small groups, research one of the
following events. What different historical
perspectives or interpretations might there
be about the event?

a Abraham Darby built the first blast
furnace for melting metals in Shropshire
(1709).

b Australian bushranger Ned Kelly writes
the Jerilderie letter (1879).

¢ South Australian women are among the
first women in the world to be given the
vote (1895)

d The landing of ANZAC soldiers at Gallipoli
(25 April 1915).
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Constructing a historical argument

F¥X] Mao Zedong
speaks to a farmer
near the city of
Yan’an, 1930s

What is a historical argument?

A historical argument is an opinion about the past that You should be able to state your contention (main
draws on evidence from a range of credible sources. Unlike a argument) in a single sentence. You should also present a
summary or a description, an argument seeks to convince its nuanced argument. This is an argument that recognises
audience of a point of view. For example: contradictions and complexities. For example:
Description Argument Standard argument l Nuanced argument
The Chinese Revolution The Chinese Revolution of 1949 Mao Zedong used Mao Zedong used direct and
of 1949 saw the was caused by the Communist repression to stay in indirect methods of control to
Communists seize Party’s ability to persuade the power. maintain authority, including a
power from the people that it could protect and cult of personality and policies
Nationalists. provide for them better than the designed to create social division.

Nationalists could. ) ) o ) )
A strong historical argument will include consideration of

historical thinking concepts.

Historical
Chronology sources as
evidence

Continuity Cause Historical
and change and effect significance

v v v

What do

T . How important
What primary and CIES Which factors was the event

happened secondary dlilpizdl <l caused which [ at the time and

what stayed

when? sources
the same?

tell us?

events? how important
is it now?

EW®] Historical

thinking concepts
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Analysing the question

In most cases, when you are asked to construct a historical
argument you will be given a question to respond to. Let’s

look at an example.

Why did the majority of Australians
enthusiastically support the decision
to go to war in 1914?

Before launching into a response, analyse the question
carefully. For example:

Confirm it was
the majority of
Australians. What
proportion didn’t
support the war?

‘Why’ requires an
examination of a range of
causes and contributors to
Australians’ enthusiastic
support for the decision.

-did the majority of Australians
- [ehthUSiastically SUpPGH the decision
. togoto Warin--;

What did What were
‘support’ the key dates
look like? in 1914?

Observations about the question:

> it asks about the context of the war

> the word ‘enthusiastically’ suggests emotional engagement
rather than simple conformity—this is a cue to discuss
Australians’ sense of connection to the British Empire and
their naivety about war

> it does not require discussion of the post-1914 period

> a nuanced response would attempt to engage with minority
views about the war, although briefly.

The Eternal Flame at the Shrine of
Remembrance, Melbourne

Planning your response

Once you have analysed the question, you should plan
your response.

Research your topic using reputable
sources such as history books,
encyclopedias, library and museum
collections and online archives.

!

Brainstorm your main arguments and
list the key sources of primary and
secondary evidence.

!

Create a concept map to visualise
how your response will appear. (The
structure will depend on the required
format, e.g. essay, oral presentation.)

Remembering and understanding

1 How does a historical argument differ from a
summary or a description?

Applying and analysing

2 Identify a disadvantage of creating a
historical argument without writing a
contention first.

Historical skills

3 Provide one more example of a standard
argument versus a huanced argument.
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ESS ays As discussed in Unit 1.4, you should go through a number

of steps before writing an essay: write a contention, consider
historical thinking concepts, analyse the question, conduct
research and plan your response. Once you have done these,
you are ready to begin writing.

A common way of presenting a historical argument is an
essay. An essay provides an opportunity to explore ideas in
depth, to engage with multiple sources of evidence and to

construct a nuanced argument. . . . o ‘
An essay is sometimes described as being like a journey.

INTRODUCTION BODY OF ESSAY CONCLUSION
Here is where We are Here is the
we are going in transit destination

Sample essay plan

A plan is vital before you begin writing an essay. Here is
how you might approach planning an essay on the question
analysed in Unit 1.4.

Why did the majority of Australians enthusiastically support the decision to go to war in 1914?

Contention Most Australians enthusiastically supported the decision to go to war because of loyalty to Britain, social
expectations and economic considerations.

Introduction Following Britain’s declaration of war on Germany on 4 August 1914, the majority of Australians willingly joined the
war effort for three primary reasons: Australians felt a strong sense of loyalty and cultural connection to the ‘mother
country’ and had already provided supported in a number of conflicts; connected to this was a high level of social
expectation and pressure in favour of enlisting; and economic pressures provided an incentive to join up.

Paragraph 1 In 1914, Australia wished to support the British Empire for cultural and practical reasons. Points to discuss:
* alarge percentage of the population was of British descent
e emotional and cultural attachment to Britain (for most)
* reliance on Britain for defence
* previous support of British conflicts, e.g. New Zealand 1860s, the Sudan 1885, Boer War 1899-1902, China 1900
¢ Prime Minister Cook: ‘If the old country is at war, so are we’
* Charles Bingham, veteran: ‘England was the mother country ... we were so tied to Great Britain that when she was
in trouble it was just automatic [to help].’

Paragraph 2 Following on from the sense of support for Britain was a social expectation that people would enlist and support the
war. Points to discuss:
e 20000 signed up in the first six weeks; over 52000 had enlisted by the end of 1914
* people gathered together, often singing ‘Australia Will be There'—recruitment posters showed bushmen, farmers,
sportsmen saying, ‘Show the enemy what Australian sporting men can do!’

Paragraph 3 In addition to genuine enthusiasm to support the war, there were also economic contributors. Points to discuss:
e drought of 1914-15: ‘We haven't had any rain for months so | thought | would join the army’ (Robert Antill, 1914)
* relatively low wages
e high unemployment
* guaranteed income of six shillings per day.

Australians’ enthusiastic support for the decision to go to war in 1914 was due to a combination of cultural, social
and economic influences. While there was some opposition to the war among groups such as anarchists, pacifists
and socialist trade unionists, most of these groups supported the war once Australia became involved. However, the
harrowing experiences of many came to temper the enthusiasm for war significantly.

Bibliography Cite all sources used in this format:
—Beaumont, Joan. Broken Nation: Australians in the Great War (Crows Nest, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 2013)
—Holbrook, Carolyn. ‘Nationalism and War Memory in Australia,’ in Walsh and Varnava (eds), Australia and the Great
War: Identity, Memory and Mythology (Carlton, Victoria: Melbourne University Press, 2016), 218-39.
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Presentations and debates

When presenting a historical argument in the form of

an oral presentation or class debate, follow the advice

on constructing an argument given in Unit 1.4. Use the
appropriate format for the points of your argument, such
as a slideshow presentation or palm cards. For a debate, you
will need to research the rules of debating online or consult
your teacher.

Graphic organisers

A graphic organiser can be a useful addition to a slideshow
presentation. Graphic organisers can convey complex
information in a succinct and engaging way. They are

used increasingly in history, particularly cause-and-effect
webs, Venn diagrams, annotated timelines, continuums

and T-charts. You will find many examples in this book
and online.

|

|

C e o o N o

¥ Graphic organisers are a useful tool for studying history

,/‘

An essay is a common
T way of presenting a historical
argument

Did you know?

These tips can help you to give an engaging
presentation.

Rehearse (and time) your talk beforehand
Start in an unexpected way

Include a personal story or observation

Use visuals such as graphic organisers

Speak to your audience, not at them

Finish with an original point for the audience to
think about.

Remembering and understanding

1 Explain the difference between an essay’s
introduction, body paragraphs and
conclusion.

2 What details are required in a bibliography
and why do you think these are important?

Applying and analysing
3 Create a graphic organiser showing the key

points from the sample essay plan. Do not
include any sentences.

Historical skills

4 Identify examples of the use of historical
evidence in the sample essay plan.

CHAPTER 1 | HISTORY TOOLKIT -
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The Industrial

Revolution

The Industrial Revolution, which began
in Britain in about 1760, saw a number
of dynamic factors—innovations in
technology, new business practices,
population growth and increasing
world trade—combine to cause both

an explosion in industrial output and
massive upheaval in people’s lives. The
Industrial Revolution was a significant
part of the making of the modern world,
leading to economic expansion and an
age of consumption.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

2A How did new ideas and technological
developments lead to change in this
period?

2B What were the changing features of the
movements of people at this time?

2C Why did technological developments
lead to change in economic, political and
social ideas?

EX¥l The new steam trains made transportation of goods
much easier

GLOSSARY

abolitionist a person who favours the abolition
(ending) of a process such as capital punishment or
slavery

convict a person convicted of a crime

chattels personal possessions or property

economic depression a long period of poor
economic performance

emigration the process of leaving one’s country of
birth to settle permanently in another country

enclosure a process lasting from the 1500s to the
1800s of enclosing formerly common (shared) lands
and creating large, privately owned farms

gross domestic product (GDP) the value of all the
goods and services produced within a country in a
given period of time, usually 1 year

monopoly when a business or government has
exclusive (complete) control over a product or
service

New World the name given to North and South
America by the Europeans

penal colony a place where convicts were
transported to serve out their sentences for crimes
committed in their home country

redundant a person, product or service that is no
longer required

slave someone who is the property of another
person

steam engine engine driven by steam pressure
produced by boiling water

transportation the complete removal of prisoners
from their home country for a number of years, or
potentially for the rest of their lives

turnpike gates erected on roads by local residents
that travellers had to pay to pass through

CHAPTER 2 | THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 13



A view of Sheffield in England in 1874,
which was typical of the many industrial
towns during the Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution
— B

The modern world was created by the events that occurred during and after the Industrial
Revolution. In this chapter we look at what caused the Industrial Revolution and how

it fundamentally changed people’s lives. While not all the changes were positive,

the impacts of the Industrial Revolution continue to shape our lives today.

|
A prison ship being
used to house convicts
before their transportation
to Australia

1700 1710 1720 1730 1740 1750 1760 1770 17g0®" """ """

O 00O o o o

Atmospheric
steam engine
built

Seed drill
produced

Turnpike Act
is passed

Flying shuttle patented

Spinning jenny invented

First blast furnace

Spinning mule invented

A monument by artist Clara Sornas in the former slave market in Stone Town, Zanzibar. B
Here African prisoners were sold to slave traders from Britain and other nations.
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Ploughing with a team of horses, 1880s B>

Threshing machine invented

More efficient steam engine invented

Cotton Factories Regulation Act
sets minimum working age of 9

First passenger railway opens

o O o O

"® 4781 1790 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850

(o J o)

British warships defeat
China in the Opium Wars

First commercially
available fertiliser sold

—= A cotton mill became
the first factory in 1771
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A growing business

Many historians regard changes in agriculture in
eighteenth-century Britain as the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution. There was a direct relationship
between agricultural changes and the Industrial Revolution.
New ideas and technologies enabled farmers to produce
more food. More food allowed the population to grow, as
shown in Source 2.1.1. More people meant more workers

to fill factories, and more consumers for the goods that the
factories produced. In turn, more factories produced more
machines, which helped farmers grow more food, which led
to an even higher population.

Finding a starting point for this spiral of increasing demand
is difficult. There is agreement that an important factor was
the enclosure of common land. This meant that land that
had previously been shared by farmers was now fenced off
(enclosed) and owned privately. This process had been going
on for at least 100 years before the Industrial Revolution,
and resulted in fewer but larger and more-efficient farms.
The other major factor was a series of technological
breakthroughs.

The impact of the Industrial Revolution in Britain

O\ Newcastle

¢
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Sowing the seeds

Prior to the eighteenth century, planting seeds meant
scattering them by hand along shallow trenches in the soil
called furrows. This was quite wasteful because many seeds
did not end up at the required soil depth, or were too spaced
out or too crowded. In Europe, only about one in five seeds
grew into a plant that could be harvested.

The seed drill

The answer to planting seeds in a better way was the seed
drill. This was a tube-like device that poked a hole in the
soil to the ideal depth and then released a seed. Simple seed
drills had been in use since 3000 Bc, but it wasn’t until 1701
that the English inventor Jethro Tull produced a refined
version of this old idea, and seed sowing in Britain was
transformed (see Source 2.1.2).

Tull’s horse-drawn seed drill cut furrows, deposited seeds
through hollow tubes and then smoothed the soil over
them with a device called a harrow which was attached to
the rear of the seed drill. This not only made sowing much
faster, it also assisted with weeding. This is because weeds
growing next to crops planted in neat rows can be easily and
efficiently dug up with a tool called a hoe. This can be done
without damaging the plants that form the crop.

g
0 200 km
|

KEY
Population density per 1.6 sq km

[ ] Under 64
[ 65-256
[ 257+



EE®] A seed drill by Jethro Tull, Diderot Encyclopédie, Paris
c. 1780

The threshing machine

Threshing is the process of physically separating the grain
(the part of the crop that farmers want) from the stalks

on which is has grown (which can be discarded or used

as animal food or fuel). Invented in 1784, Meikle’s first
threshing machine was about the size of a piano, and
cereal stalks had to be fed into it by hand. The design was
gradually improved until the invention of the combine
harvester, which travels through cereal crops, cutting stalks
and separating grain at the same time.

The Swing Riots

The threshing machine’s impact was so great that it

is credited with causing the Swing Riots of the 1830s.
Before the invention of the threshing machine, hundreds
of workers were needed to thresh. The automation of

the threshing process reduced that number to just a
handful. Vast unemployment resulted, and some of

those unemployed people formed gangs who roamed the
countryside. These gangs were responsible for destroying
more than 100 threshing machines. Authorities responded
by hanging nine rioters (hence the name Swing Riots) and
transporting 450 of the rioters to Australia.

Fertiliser use

During the seventeenth century, scientists came to
understand how fertiliser helps plants grow. This led to
the invention of synthetic (manufactured) fertilisers. These
combined naturally occurring substances such as sodium
nitrate, phosphate and potash, which were more effective
fertilisers when mixed together. English agricultural
scientist John Lawes developed a phosphate-rich substance

which he called superphosphate. Superphosphate became
the world’s first commercially available fertiliser (which
means it could be bought and sold in large quantities)

in 1842.

A turning point

Historians estimate that in 1720, a typical British farm
yielded (produced) 19 bushels of wheat per acre (a bushel
of wheat weighs just over 27 kilograms). By 1850 this had
risen to 30 bushels, thanks to agricultural innovations such
as those described above. Increases in yield were essential

to support a population that grew from nearly 9 million in
1800 to nearly 17 million in 1851.

A poor man, surrounded by his family, is shown
being tempted to join in the Swing Riots by a devil-like
figure holding a burning torch

Remembering and understanding

1 Why do many historians regard the
enclosure of common land as the start of the
Industrial Revolution?

2 What is superphosphate, and why was it
important to the agricultural revolution in
Britain?

Applying and analysing

3 Identify and explain the key changes that
occurred over time in Britain as a result of
the agricultural revolution.

4 Study Source 2.1.1 and describe the changes
in population density.
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The beginning of the Industrial

Revolution

King coal

For thousands of years wood fires had provided the energy
needed by Britain’s homes and workshops. However, by the
1700s the area of Britain’s forests was shrinking, meaning
wood had to carried from further away. This increased the
time and costs involved. Coal, which produces three times as
much energy as wood when burned, has been used as a fuel
by humans since prehistory. But coal was not widely used
because it was too hard to dig out of the ground.

Horse versus steam

One of the reasons coal was too hard to mine in large
quantities was because of the groundwater in the mine
shafts. By the early 1700s, horse-powered pumps were
draining groundwater from mine shafts up to 30 metres
deep. This was important for keeping the mines operational.
Beyond 30 metres, the inflow of groundwater into the mines
was too much for the pumps to handle. However, the first
commercially viable steam engine, invented by Thomas
Newcomen in 1712, did the work of twenty horses and
could pump water from hundreds of metres underground
(see Source 2.2.1). This meant that the output of coalmines
rapidly increased. The engine enabled coal to be mined
from much deeper underground, providing a plentiful

and cheap energy source that would literally fuel the
Industrial Revolution.

In Britain, coal was plentiful and located close to the

sea, from where it could be moved to cities by boat (then
the most efficient form of transport). By 1790, Scottish
inventor James Watt’s steam engine had replaced the older
Newcomen engine. Due to an apparently inexhaustible
(seemingly limitless) supply of cheap energy, Britain was
ready to lead the world into the Industrial Age.

Power from ideas

The century leading up to the Industrial Revolution was
known as the Enlightenment, or the Age of Reason. During
that time, many vital scientific discoveries were made. For
example, Isaac Newton found out how gravity worked and
Robert Boyle identified the physical properties of air and

gas. But more than just individual discoveries, this period
produced the idea of progress. The Enlightenment was a time
when society started to question religious explanations for the
world and increasingly believed that the world was controlled
by human will and reason. Enlightenment thinkers claimed
that life could be made better through positive change and
that people did not have to accept old ways of doing things.

18 PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

EXXE] The atmospheric steam engine, invented by
Thomas Newcomen in 1712

Freedom to make money

At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, Britain was
a more liberal and democratic society than most of Europe.
The British were relatively free to think and do what they
wanted compared to people in countries still dominated by
dictatorial (absolute) monarchs or conservative churches.
In Britain these freedoms also allowed people to become
entrepreneurs. This meant that a person could set up and
operate a business with the aim of becoming rich.

Two men who took advantage of this situation were
Matthew Boulton, who owned an engineering works in
Birmingham, and a self-taught Scottish scientist named
James Watt. Together they formed Boulton & Watt,

which built increasingly efficient steam engines. Initially,
Boulton & Watt supplied steam engines to the coal-mining
industry. Steam power soon spread into industries such



as distilling (manufacturing alcoholic spirits), flour mills,
paper manufacturing, and cotton and iron mills, as other
entrepreneurs saw the opportunities this new power
source presented. The output of these industries massively
increased as a result.

Power from the people

These expanding industries needed a cheap labour force,
and Britain had a surplus of workers due to the enclosure
of formerly common land. In late medieval times, farming
peasants had cultivated small strips of land that they
owned, and shared large areas of common land with other
farmers for activities such as grazing. But from the 1500s,
in a drive for efficiency, this system was gradually replaced.
Common land was fenced off by rich landowners and
worked for their personal benefit. Many farming peasants
who could not survive on the land they owned were forced
to find new sources of income. Many left their farms to find
jobs in the rapidly expanding industries.

Enclosure, for better or worse

Some historians have argued that the enclosure process,
which was supported by Acts of Parliament, was little

more than ongoing theft of land from villagers by wealthy
landowners. Others have argued that Parliament’s enclosure
Acts had little impact, because land enclosures had been
happening for centuries before the Acts were passed. The
trend towards individual ownership of land was inevitable
because it was more productive. Either way, enclosure meant
that a large number of former farmers converged on the
cities and the emerging factories seeking work.

‘But | do not think that this necessity of stealing arises
only from hence; there is another cause of it, more
peculiar to England.” ‘What is that?’ said the Cardinal.
‘The increase of pasture,’ said |, ‘by which your sheep,
which are naturally mild, and easily kept in order, may
be said now to devour men and unpeople, not only
villages, but towns; for wherever it is found that the
sheep of any soil yield a softer and richer wool than
ordinary, there the nobility and gentry, and even those
holy men, the abbots not contented with the old rents
which their farms yielded, nor thinking it enough that
they, living at their ease, do no good to the public,
resolve to do it hurt instead of good. They stop the
course of agriculture, destroying houses and towns,
reserving only the churches, and enclose grounds that
they may lodge their sheep in them.’

EXX¥] Sir Thomas More describes the early impact of land
enclosure in Utopia, published in 1516

Skills builder

Cause and effect

Design an annotated visual display (AVD)
identifying the main causes and effects of the
Industrial Revolution in Britain.

Make sure you include both short-term and
long-term effects. Use headings, subheadings
and colour to structure your AVD and

to enhance its readability. Present your
information in a range of ways, including art,
photography, tables of statistics, graphs/charts
and your own sketches.

Remembering and understanding

1 In one paragraph, identify two reasons why
coal was not used as a major energy source
until the Industrial Revolution.

2 Explain why entrepreneurs were important to
the Industrial Revolution.

Applying and analysing
3 Evaluate the following statement:

Ideas were as important as technology in
bringing about the Industrial Revolution.

Assess the positives and negatives of the
enclosure of common land in Great Britain.
Support your evaluation with evidence from
historical sources.

4 Demonstrate how the land enclosure Acts
created a cheap labour force.

Evaluating and creating

5 Evaluate the following statement.
The benefits of land enclosure outweighed
the negatives.

Weigh up the positives and negatives of the
enclosure of common land in Great Britain
and decide whether you agree or disagree
with the statement. Support your opinion
with evidence from historical sources.
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Spinning wheels and
shuttle looms

At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, cloth

was produced in almost the same way as it had been for
hundreds of years. Small groups of people in their homes or
in workshops used spinning wheels and looms to produce
cloth. Spinning wheels created thread from cotton fibre

or wool. The thread was then stretched over a loom and a
shuttle (a pencil-like piece of wood) was used to weave the
thread into cloth by hand. This process was labour-intensive
and time-consuming. It is often referred to by historians

as the domestic system, as much of the work happened in
people’s homes.

The flying shuttle

In 1733, John Kay patented the flying shuttle. (A patent is
a licence that restricts others from copying an invention.)
The flying shuttle was a loom that had a shuttle tugged
along grooves by a cord. The shuttle shot back and forth in
a fraction of the time it took to move the shuttle by hand.
This meant that cloth could be woven much faster, and
could be wider because the operator was not restricted by
the width of their arms.

The spinning jenny

In 1764, James Hargreaves invented the spinning jenny.
This was a spinning wheel with eight smaller wheels instead
of one, allowing the operator to spin eight threads at once.
The spinning jenny rapidly increased the rate at which
thread could be made.

AN
EEEN The flying shuttle was a textile loom but it took its

name from the part shown here. The shuttle was thrown
backwards and forwards by the weaver.

The first factory

Richard Arkwright installed a water frame, a spinning
machine powered by a water wheel, in a cotton mill in
Cromford in 1771. He then added weavers and their
machines and created the world’s first factory. Arkwright’s
cotton mill was also the first to introduce a continuous
process. This meant that raw materials such as cotton or
wool arrived at the factory and, after a series of operations,
were turned into a product. A continuous process meant
that rates of production rapidly increased.

EE¥] Workers using
Crompton’s spinning
mule at a cotton mill in
the 1830s, in an engraving



Metallurgy

Due to the widespread availability of coal, there were also
breakthroughs in metallurgy. Metallury means working
with metals, and includes refining, alloying (mixing) and
shaping metals. Abraham Darby built the first blast furnace
in Shropshire in 1709. This furnace produced coke, a
concentrated form of coal. Coke enabled Darby to heat
metals to higher temperatures than had ever been achieved
before, and at a lower cost than by burning coal. This in
turn enabled him to produce a pig iron, which was then
refined (improved) to make wrought iron and cast iron.
This iron was used for pots and pans, steam engines and the
famous Iron Bridge over the River Severn (see Source 2.3.3).

Steam

A steam-powered device was first described by the ancient
Greek mathematician Hero of Alexandria in the first century
AD. But the first practical application of the idea had to wait
until 1698, when Thomas Savery marketed a steam pump,
which was used in waterworks and mines. Unfortunately, its
power output was poor.

In 1712, Thomas Newcomen produced the world’s first
commercially successful steam pump. It was safer and
more powerful, working at around 5 horsepower units
(meaning that it could do the work of five horses). It could
pump water out of coalmines hundreds of metres deep.
This made it possible to access greater quantities of coal,
thus providing the Industrial Revolution with its main
power source.

Watt's improvements

In 1778, Scottish engineer James Watt perfected a new
engine design that was five times more efficient and used
about 75 per cent less coal than Newcomen’s steam pump.
Watt’s partnership with ironworks owner Matthew Boulton
to build and sell their new machine lasted 25 years and
made both men rich, in part because of clever marketing.
The machines, which were over 7 metres tall and had to be
housed in a building, could be paid off in instalments over
three years using money that the mining company saved on
the cost of mining coal.

The locomotive

Various people had the idea of using steam to power rail

or road vehicles, but the size and weight of engines had
made this impractical. In 1804, British inventor and mining
engineer Richard Trevithick invented the locomotive. It was
built at an ironworks in South Wales and was used on the
world’s first railway line. The first passenger railway opened
in 1825, using a locomotive designed by George Stephenson.
In 1829, Stephenson built his famous Rocket locomotive,
and in 1830 the Liverpool and Manchester Railway opened.

EEXE] Picturesque Views of the River Severn by Samuel
Ireland, c. 1795, shows the world’s first iron bridge, built over
the River Severn in 1781

Remembering and understanding

1 Why was the blast furnace a significant
invention of the Industrial Age? Write a
short paragraph answer giving at least
two reasons.

2 Sketch a flow chart that includes the different
steps in the development of steam pumps.

Applying and analysing

3 Construct a Y-chart that explores what the
inventions of the Industrial Age would have
sounded like, looked like and felt like. Make
sure you cover all the inventions described in

this unit, as well as inventions selected from
other units in this chapter.

Evaluating and creating

4 Create an annotated visual display showing
the key developments in textile production
during the Industrial Revolution. Use main
headings and subheadings to organise
your ideas.
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Progressive Britain

Although eighteenth-century Britain may seem harsh and
unequal to us, compared to other nations at the time it

was progressive. This means that society was beginning

to change. In Britain, there was the comparatively equal
application of the law, in that the law applied equally to all
people, no matter their position in society. It was considered
most newsworthy when, in 1760, Lord Ferrers was hanged
for murdering his servant.

... astonished to discover that the tolls on the new
turnpikes were paid regardless of rank and without
remission for noblemen.

EX®EY Extract from Londres by Pierre-Jean Grosley, 1770,
translated by Thomas Nugent and published in 1772 under
the title A Tour to London; Or New Observations on England
and its Inhabitants, by M. Grosley

A class in the middle

The rise of a middle class of people is one important
development associated with the Industrial Revolution. A
middle class is a group between the titled upper classes and
the mega-rich (who often used their wealth to buy titles
and become part of the upper class), and the lower classes,
who were desperately poor. This middle class included
shopkeepers, craftspeople, doctors, clerks and lawyers (see
Source 2.4.2). What they had in common were marketable
skills (skills that could be used to gain employment) which

EX®] Clerks, members of Britain’s ‘middling class’,
Tom Merry, 1 May 1886
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brought them a higher income than the lowest workers
received. However, unlike the very rich or holders of
inherited fortunes, the members of the middle class were
dependent on others to buy their services so they could
maintain their positions.

A nation of shopkeepers

The rise of the middle class in Britain affected the character
of the nation. Because the middle class had to work for

a living, they contributed new ideas to the debates about
the issues of the time. Members of the middle class would
have held strong views on a wide range of topics, especially
issues that were related to business, including transport,
town planning and trade. It was this idea that Napoleon,
the emperor of France between 1804 and 1814, ridiculed
when he allegedly described the English as ‘a nation of
shopkeepers’.

Law and order
Crime wave

The enclosure of common lands that drove families off their
farms and into cities not only created workers to fill the
factories, but also increased the number of people driven

to crime by desperation. During the medieval period, most
people lived in villages under the jurisdiction (authority)

of the nobility who owned their land and made every
decision. As people moved to cities, they became virtually
anonymous. Because of limited accountability and desperate
living conditions, crime became a means of survival. Prior
to 1749, there was no official police force and authorities
merely posted rewards for criminals. The hope was that
acquaintances (people they knew) would report them in
order to claim the reward. In this new urban environment,
fear of crime became widespread.

Fear was also fuelled by stories that were common at the
time of factory workers rioting over feelings of dislocation
and inequality. There were more than 100 riots over food
prices in thirty British counties between 1756 and 1757,

as well as violent industrial disputes. In one case, weavers
near Bristol attacked a fellow weaver for ‘working under
price’, dunked him in a river and beat him so severely he lost
an eye.

Harsh penalties, prison hulks and
riots

Crime rates increased dramatically in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. As a result, prisons became overcrowded.
The government’s response was to increase penalties, so that
relatively minor theft could be punished by death.



County Palatine of LANCASTER,
HUNDRED of SALFORD.

MARCH 18, 1790.

'
HE very great and truly alarming Increafe of ROBBERIES of
every Kind in different Parts of this Hundred, being fuch, that Perfons cannot
now travel the Roads, or fleep in their, Houfes, or turn their Cartle into the Ficlds,
without the moft imminent Danger of Thicves, who have added (in many Inftan- 3
ces) Cruelty and Barbarity to Robbe

ry.
We the under-figned, requeft the Gentlemen, Clergy, Frecholders, Merchants and Traders
of the faid Hundred, to meet at the COURT HOUSE, NEW BAYLEY, at Maxcuestez, ,7
on Friday the gth Day of April next, at Eleven of the Clock in the Forenoon, to confider of Ve,
proper Meafures for common Defence, and for the more fpeedy and effectual Difcovery, Ap- .l
pn-;:nﬁon, and Profecution of FELONS, &c. &c. within the Hundred of Salford aforefaid. 7
Grey de Wilton Wm. Dinwiddie ohn Butler James Lees
Richard Afsheton T. Foxley, Radcliffe mas Barker {;mn Butterworth
Tho. B. Bayley William Millete Thomas Henfhaw iles Wrigley, Clk. )
M. Bentley ames Crompton Andrew Clough John Twemlow {
Robert Dean ohn Afhworth George Smith John Dunkerly
Ed. G. Hopwood ichard Bealey Jacob Radcliffe John Ckﬁg
John Poole, fen. Nathanicl Phillips, . Heelis Edm. Whitehead
Champion Bray Hollinhurft John Fletcher Robert Mayall
john Andrew D. Munn, Radcliffe James Hobfon Richard Hornb
atchew Fletcher Wm. Hodfon Jonathan Ogden Jonathan Cheetham
John Chadwick Dan. Whittaker John Clegg ohn Travis
Charles Chadwick John Ridings J- Kerfhaw Iph Kerfbaw
{(ohn Entwifle Tho. Stott, jun. Abraham Clegg James Lees
| ichard Holt Robert Markland John and Abraham ) Stanley Brennand '
John Walmefley William Hardman Clegg, junrs, . | John Barlow
James Hargreaves, {ohn Poole William Clegg W. Brennand
Curate of Bury Falkner Phillips Daniel Lees ohn Wright
Fra. Hodfon, Clerk ames Ackers Nat. Worthington fazc Cl i
Richard Ortt, Clerk olland Ackers ‘Thomas Hobfon James Wright i
Robert Peel and Co. ' | Tho. Richardft ames G d Edward Abbott . l
K. Allen Edward Place ohn Lees ames Rowland |
John Grundy William Whittaker ohn Lecs ohn Marlor l
Samuel Holker ohn Simpfon ohn Booth vid Jackfon
William Hutchinfon | J. Lawrence, jun. iel Thackeray Jofeph Radcliffe
Ellis Cunliffe John Kearfley E. and T. Taylor John Mellor
{. Starky, Heywood | James Edge John Andrew Daniel Mellor
Win. Norris Nathan Crompton Jonah Andrew James Lecs
Wm. Bentley William Jones James & Jos. Lecs Thomas Clegg {
Chriftopher Norris ames Billin, John Beckete John Cl {
George Holt untefey Hulme Robert Taylor William Jones |
John Grundy, jun. William Beever Jofeph Dunkerly George Seddon )
l William Walker | Heary Henfhaw \
)

EXE] This petition, from Lancaster in 1790, called for a rally of
clergy, freeholders, merchants and traders at the Manchester
court house to protest against ‘The very great and truly
alarming increase of robberies of every kind’

The use of the death penalty for minor crimes was not very
effective, however, because juries would not convict (find
guilty) and judges would not condemn (sentence to death) in
any but the clearest cases. However, between 1800 and 1827,
2243 men and ninety-five women were hanged in Britain. The
average number of executions per year was eighty; however in
1801, 219 people were hanged. The major crime was against
property: theft, burglary and highway robbery.

The use of hulks was a temporary solution to the problem
of overcrowded prisons. These once-proud warships, with
their masts removed (so they could not be sailed away) were
tied up in harbours and became floating jails. This was an
expensive and unsightly solution, and it also created fear
among the middle and upper classes, who were worried
about a possible uprising by prisoners who were desperate
to escape from the hulks.

Eventually, authorities had to find a better solution to
dealing with spiraling crime rates and large numbers of
prisoners. In the end, the British government settled on a
policy of transportation, which was the complete removal
of prisoners from their home country for a number of years,
or potentially for the rest of their lives.

Dear wife it dose not troble me to much Being
Confined hear as Being parted from you and my dear
Child Dear wife we are among a deal a differnd Soarts
of peple But If | live to Serve my time oute as | trust In
god | Shall you may depend upon it | Shall Returne to
Ingland and then | hope we Shall Spend the Remander
of our Days in this world in love and happyness togater.

EX¥3 Thomas Holden, who was sentenced to 7 years’
transportation for taking an illegal oath to fight for workers’
rights, writing to his wife from the ship that would take him to
Australia

A temporary solution to the problem of overcrowded
British jails was the use of hulks. A hulk was an old
ship that could no longer be sailed. They could be
up to 65 metres long, as long as as six buses, and
could hold up to 300 convicts. Between 1776 and
1795, nearly 2000 out of almost 6000 convicts held
on hulks died, the majority from diseases such as
typhoid and cholera.

Remembering and understanding

1 Examine Source 2.4.1. Identify an aspect of
British society that led visitors to conclude
that Britain was a progressive society.

2 Sketch a social pyramid that represents the
class structure of Britain at the time of the
Industrial Revolution. Annotate your pyramid
with key facts about the different groups
within each of the social classes.

Applying and analysing

3 How did the British authorities respond to the
increasing fear of crime, and what were the
consequences of their policies in both the
short and long term?

4 In an extended paragraph, describe the
outlook and mentality of the up-and-coming

middle classes and explain how this affected
the course of Britain’s development.

Evaluating and creating

5 In ashort essay, evaluate the role of the
Industrial Revolution in the creation of a
crime wave in Britain in the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries.
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724 Living and working in towns
and cities

Growth of towns

The Industrial Revolution brought significant changes to
Britain’s economy and society. With the development of
machines and steam power, factories were able to produce
large quantities of goods more quickly and cheaply. Poor
people from rural districts flocked to the towns to work,
which led to the development of suburbs. These were areas
of housing in close proximity to the factories where men,
women and children could find work. Despite this, in 1788,
an estimated 1 million people lived in poverty.

Growth of cities

The mass movement of people from rural areas to the cities
in search of factory work is referred to as the rural-urban
migration (the movement of people from country areas to
cities). Factory work was hard but it guaranteed a regular
income. With the decline of traditional industries under
the domestic system, due to competition from big factories,
many rural workers ended up as unskilled factory labourers

in English cities such as Liverpool, Leeds and Manchester.

The fastest growing city during the Industrial Age was
London (see Source 2.5.1). Between 1760 and 1815,
London’s population is estimated to have grown from
750000 people to 1.4 million. This made London the largest
city in the world at that time. Overcrowded and unhygienic,
the city became home to an enormous working class who
were paid wages that were barely enough to survive on.

slums of London during the Industrial Revolution

The tenements

Many of the people who moved to big cities like London
had no option but to live in crammed tenement blocks
(houses or buildings divided up in to separate living
quarters) close to the factories where they worked. Houses
in the tenement blocks had been built very quickly and

there was limited government regulation of building
requirements. As a result, homes were very close together

and poorly constructed. They were often damp, poorly
ventilated and freezing in winter. Privacy was virtually

Approximate population size (millions)

0 760 18011811 18211831 18411851 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901 impossible, as several families occupied each house. Very few
Year toilets and a lack of sewer plumbing created an unhygienic
EXEY Population growth of London during the Industrial living environment, which bred diseases such as typhus and
Revolution cholera. Many of these newly developed areas of housing

became slums due to overcrowding, disease, excessive
consumption of alcohol and malnutrition.
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Did you know?

In the books The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings,
by the famous British academic and author

J.R.R. Tolkien, the hobbits’ Shire can be viewed as
a celebration of English life before the Industrial
Revolution. The character Saruman represents
technology and modernity. When he starts ripping
up trees and replacing them with mining pits and
smoky forges, Saruman turns away from the ‘good’
side towards the ‘dark’ side of industrialisation.

Working families

Before the Industrial Revolution most families lived in rural
villages, farming small plots of land or working in trades
such as carpentry or blacksmithing (making and repairing
things made out of iron). Their children learned the skills
they would need by watching and helping their parents

in their work. But, because of a number of factors, many
farming families were forced off their land. At the same
time, factories, mines and mills sprang up offering work for
families who desperately needed it.

EXE] Hogarth's illustration displaying England’s addiction to
alcohol, particularly beer, 1751
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XA Children working on bobbins (cylinders around which yarn or thread is wound) in London, from an
engraving in an 1848 issue of the French magazine Les Musée des Familles (Museum of Families)
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Factory conditions were dangerous and the working day
could be 12 to 14 hours long. Rules about the safe use of
machinery did not exist. This resulted in high rates of injury
and death among workers. It was common for factories

to employ children as young as 7 or 8 to perform tasks
requiring small hands and nimble fingers.

With the growth in the number of steam engines in Britain,
the demand for coal also grew. Coalmines could now be as
much as 2 kilometres deep. With little more than a pick and
a candle, miners could spend up to 12 hours a day hewing
(cutting) coal.

Child labour

Children worked 12 to 16 hours each day. It was reported
that some 5-year-olds were taken away from their homes
by mill owners who lodged them in crowded sheds near
the factory gates and kept them at work for as long as they
could stay awake.

Starting as young as S years old (although the average was
around 10—see Source 2.5.5), children would work alongside
their mothers in coal, lead and tin mines, breaking, sorting
and washing ore and transporting it to the surface. The
women and children were paid less than the men who did

G3er % e ol < -

XX Boy coalminers, c. 1895
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the digging. Overall wages were so low that families needed
the combined wages of husband, wife and children just
to survive.

It is discovered that a child, when 10 years old, can
learn to make a stocking in a few weeks, & that he can
be taught the art perfectly by paying a master 1s per
week for 2 years, the child re-ceiving, in the meantime,
all his earnings, ex-cept that 1s. ... Parents have no
longer any control over their children but, on the
contrary, are dependant upon, & governed by, them.
Boys and girls leave the homes ... of their fathers, Tho
of the same trade, & work & lodge with others in the
same village, whenever it is more agreeable to them
to do so than to remain under the parentage roof the
consequence of which is that, partly to keep them out
of greater mischief, & partly to re-tain some benefit
from their labour parents allow their children, while at
home, to please themselves in everything.

XX Extract from a letter written to Sir Robert Peel, c. 1829,
describing the stocking-making industry that was flourishing
in Leicestershire, and discussing the effect of child labour on
children’s behaviour




Physical deformities and death

Many children suffered lifelong injuries due to their working
conditions. Long hours of standing up and repetitive work
crippled their bodies. Most machinery in cotton mills did
not have safety guards, so children could lose a hand if it
was crushed by a machine or have their scalp ripped off if
their hair be came caught.

As a result of working in mines and factories, children often
died young and parents suffered their loss for the rest of
their lives. Beyond the death of each child worker was a
lifetime of grief for parents and siblings.

Up to twelve or thirteen years of age, the bones are
so soft that they will bend in any direction. The foot

is formed of an arch of bones of a wedge-like shape.
These arches have to sustain the whole weight of the
body. | am now frequently in the habit of seeing cases
in which this arch has given way. Long continued
standing has also a very injurious effect upon the
ankles. But the principal effects which | have seen
produced in this way have been upon the knees. By
long continued standing the knees become so weak
that they turn inwards, producing that deformity which
is called knock-knees and | have sometimes seen it
so striking, that the individual has actually lost twelve
inches of his height by it.

Dr Samuel Smith gave evidence to the 1832
Parliamentary committee into child labour. The committee
was chaired by Michael Sadler, who had earlier attempted to
introduce a Bill regulating mill working conditions.

The life of a chimney sweep

Work for children could be very dangerous, and this

was especially true for chimney sweeps. The parents of
these boys had to pay their employers to take them on as
apprentices. However, so many of the boys died that laws
were passed to ensure that employers did not receive their
final instalments until after the boys had finished their
apprenticeships. The final payment was considered to be an
incentive for employers to keep their sweeps alive.

Still, many died—most commonly from cancer of the
scrotum (caused by coal dust collecting in the folds of their
skin), burning and suffocation. It was also common for boys
to get stuck in chimneys, despite their employers’ policy of
feeding them as little as possible to keep them thin.

EXX] Boy chimney sweeps still covered in soot eating their
evening meal, England, 1861

Calls for reform

Many people were horrified by the dire working conditions
that some children were forced to endure. This led to
campaigns to introduce better protections for children
working in factories and mines, as well as calls to ban

the use of child labour altogether. Several Parliamentary
inquiries were held and these served to heighten public
protests and put pressure on politicians to act.

Eventually, the British Parliament passed laws to regulate
child labour, starting with the Cotton Factories Regulation

Act of 1819. This law set the minimum working age at 9
and the maximum working hours at 12 per day. But these
regulations were easily evaded by employers because there
were no inspectors to see that they were enforced. In 1833,
the Regulation of Child Labour Law was changed to create
paid factory inspectors, and in 1847 the Ten Hours Act limited
working hours for women and children to 10 hours per day.
These were important changes which meant that working
conditions in factories and mines began to improve.

Did you know?

During the Industrial Revolution girls in Britain
worked as harriers in coalmines. It was the harrier’s
job to carry the coal to the surface. They did this by
pulling a cart, using a chain secured around their
waist. This did permanent damage to a girl’s pelvic
bone and led to difficulties in childbirth, which often
resulted in death for both mother and infant.

CHAPTER 2 | THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 27



WHITE. SLAVES

EXX] Pamphlets such as this one from 1853 played an
important role in raising awareness and support for the
campaign against child labour in England

EXET] Miners fleeing a collapsing mine, 1863

Machines under attack
D an g. ers Of th e j Ob for Many workers resented the fact that machines were

transforming their lives. Before the Industrial Revolution, cloth
adult men workers and knitters were skilled tradesmen who took pride in
their work. They jealously guarded the traditional privileges of
belonging to their own guilds (similar to a union of workers).
In the 1750s, spinners attacked machines known as jennies. In
the 1770s hosiers (manufacturers of stockings, socks and tights)
smashed Arkwright’s stocking frames and in 1776 a mob of
armed rioters destroyed machinery and set fire to a factory.

Some | have seen with red eyes and green hair; the
eyes affected by the fires to which they are exposed,
and the hair turned green by the brass works.

EXET] Writer Robert Southey observed workers in a metal
foundry, Birmingham

It would be a lot longer before working hours and
conditions improved for adult men. Coalminers worked
such long hours in increasingly deep pits that rather than
go home and clean up before sleeping, some slept as well
as worked underground. Some men fell ill with the fatal
black lung disease (pneumoconiosis), caused by coal dust
irritating their lungs. Miners risked sudden death each day
from explosions or the collapse of pit props, which were

the braces designed to support the roof of the mine shaft.
Sometimes, pit props were viewed as an expensive luxury
which mine operators could not afford or would not pay for.
Instead, sections of coal were left unmined to form pillars
(columns) to hold up the roof, which increased the risk of
the mine caving in.

EXEH] Luddites smashing a spinning jenny in a factory

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9



After the passing of a new set of Combination Acts in 1800,
making trade unionism illegal, opposition became more
organised and what became known as Luddism erupted.

The strange story of Ned Ludd

Ned Ludd was one of the most celebrated and demonised
characters in England in the first decade of the 1800s. He
is said to have been a simple fellow living in the village

of Anstey, near Leicester. According to a 20 December
1811 article in The Nottingham Review—for which there is
no independent verification—Ned Ludd was either being
‘whipped for idleness’ or ‘taunted by local youths’ when he
smashed two knitting frames in a ‘fit of passion’. News of
the incident, said to have happened around 1799, spread
until it became common in the district to joke whenever
machinery was damaged, ‘Ned Ludd did it.’

By 1811, opposition to poor wages and working conditions
exploded in a series of attacks by groups of rioters in armed
parties. These groups were directed by commanders who the
newspapers regularly called ‘General Ludd’. The people who
formed these groups came to be known as Luddites.

The name ‘General Ludd’ started appearing at the bottom
of pamphlets, in letters threatening factory owners and

in songs. Unsurprisingly, ‘the dread name Ludd’ was
mentioned with fear at the dinner tables of the rich.
Working men believed that to disobey an order given on
the authority of General Ludd was to risk immediate
death. Even nannies telling bedtime stories would keep
children in line by telling them, ‘Otherwise Ned Ludd will
get you!” Today, the term ‘Luddite’ refers to a person who
is uninterested in or opposed to new technology or further
industrialisation.

Remembering and understanding

1 Identify at least four dangers associated with
working in mines.

2 What was the purpose of the Combination Acts
and how did ordinary workers respond?

3 Who was Ned Ludd? Was he General Ludd?
Explain.

Applying and analysing

4 Construct a cartoon strip or storyboard of five
or six frames to illustrate child labour during
the Industrial Revolution. Make sure you cover

both the physical and emotional/psychological
aspects of children’s lives.

WHEREAS,

Several EVIL-MINDED PERSONS have assembled together in a
riotous Manuer, and DESTROYED a NUMBER of

FRAMES,

In different Parts of the Country :

THIS IS

TO GIVE NOTICE,

That any Person who will give Information of any Person or Persons
thus wickedly

BREAKING THE FRAMES,

Shall, upon CONVICTION, receive

50 GUINEKEAS

REWARD.

And any Person who was actively engaged in RIOTING, who will
h his plices, shall, upon CONVICTION, receive the
same Rewnnl and every Effort ’made to procure his Pardon.

¢+ Information to be given to Messrs. COLDHAM and ENFIELD.
Dettingham, Marck 26, 1811

e ——
G Srretsen, Priiory Nowinghew:

EXEE] Reward poster issued to encourage people to inform
against Luddites in Nottinghamshire

5 Examine Source 2.5.13. In what ways do the
design and wording of this poster encourage
people to inform against Luddites in
Nottinghamshire? Identify and discuss at least
three ways.

Evaluating and creating

6 Today, the term ‘Luddite’ has a negative
connotation, meaning a person who fears
technology and wants things to stay the same.
Explain whether or not this corresponds with
the original ideas of the Luddites. Use examples
from historical and contemporary sources to
support and develop your argument.
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VX4 Short-term impacts of the
Industrial Revolution

Building roads The Turnpike Act

A major factor in the transformation of Britain’s roads was

The state of the roads the Turnpike Act of 1707. The Turnpike Act enabled residents

Before the Industrial Revolution, the roads of England
during the Georgian period (1714-c. 1830) were considered
a national disgrace. For example, the 5-kilometre-long

road between central London and the London suburb

of Kensington was thought to be impassable due to the
amount of mud. The poor condition of the roads stood in
the way of economic growth.

to maintain roads running through their districts by
putting up turnpikes—gates made of pikes (metal bars)—
and charging money from strangers who travelled through
them. This created an incentive for local people to maintain
the roads. But improvement was gradual. Some travellers
complained that they were charged on roads that had not
been properly repaired. Anger at the Turnpike Act is shown
in Source 2.6.2. However, by 1770 the turnpikes offered a

.. deep Ruts full of water with hard dry Ridges [in genuinely national network of relatively efficient transport.

winter, roads were full of mud] which rises, spues and "
squeezes into the Ditches. Did you know?

EX¥1 From William Connor Sydney’s ‘England and the When the King of Spain visited England in 1703,

English in the eighteenth century’, The Social History of the a 60-kilometre journey through the countryside
Times. 1891 took him 40 hours, during which time his group

did not get out of their coaches except when they
overturned or got stuck in the mud.

EX¥ The Welsh rebelled
against paying turnpike tolls
during the so-called Rebecca
Riots of 1839-1843. John Leech,
published 1843.
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In the 1720s the major regional cities of Manchester, York
and Exeter were over three days’ journey from London, but
by 1780 they could be reached in 24 hours. Because it was
easier for goods and people to travel between cities, trade
expanded as a result.

Hunger and malnutrition

For centuries, chronic (long-term) hunger and malnutrition
were the norm for average people. Until 1750, life
expectancy in Britain was about 35 years, mainly due to
malnutrition. At the same time, the better-fed citizens of the
North American colonies were much taller and had a life
expectancy of 45 to 50 years.

The Malthusian Trap

It was the British scholar Reverend Thomas Malthus
who identified the pattern that had limited the growth
of nations for centuries. His theory became known as the

Malthusian Trap. As soon as a nation produced a surplus
of food, the population would grow until it used up the
available supply. Then, as soon as a bad crop or some other
disaster occurred, people would starve and the population
would decline.

Breaking free

During the course of the Industrialisation Revolution,
Britain broke out of the Malthusian Trap. Better transport
by road and canal meant that farm produce could be carried
to markets in greater amounts and more cheaply. Famine
was reduced because the failure of crops in one area could
be overcome by transporting food in from other areas. The
development of the railways, in the 1830s, further increased
the efficiency of transport. As a result of these significant
changes, in highly developed nations today—for the time
being at least—famine is a thing of the past.

EXE] A representation of
the poor of Whitechapel,
displaced by the
Industrial Revolution,
Gustave Doré, 1872
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Inequality

An unintended outcome of people’s ability to travel with
greater ease was that they saw more of the nation in which

they lived. They also heard stories from others who travelled.

This helped people to understand some of the differences
(or inequalities) which existed between people and places,
especially in terms of wealth and wellbeing.

‘God’s own appointment’

For centuries, inequality between classes of people had
been accepted as—in the words of one clergyman—‘God’s
own appointment’. According to this view, each group in
society had their place and their ‘lot in life’ was God’s will.
Therefore, it was the role of poor people to be physical
labourers and to work on the farms and in mines and
factories.

The Industrial Revolution saw the gap between rich and
poor grow increasingly wide. Successful entrepreneurs were
making fortunes and the middle classes could barter (trade)
their skills for decent salaries. Many farmers, however, were
left starving as a result of land enclosures, and craftspeople
suffered too, when they were made redundant (no longer
required) by machines (see Source 2.6.4).
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THE POOR MAN'S FRIEND.

EXXA This cartoon suggests that death would be preferable
for an ill or aged worker, compared to the workhouses of the
Industrial Revolution. Cartoon, John Leech, Punch, London,
February 1845.
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Poverty

Many people who were not living in poverty believed the
problems of the poor were not caused by lack of a proper
income. Instead, they blamed issues such as vice (immoral
or wicked behaviour), drunkenness, gambling and excessive
sexual indulgence. Based on this belief, it followed that
workers should not be paid more because, as the Scottish
physician George Fordyce wrote, they would merely spend
it drinking. According to Fordyce, workers who had spare
money would spend it on alcohol. The views of Fordyce
and others like him were challenged by many, including the
campaigning cleric John Wesley (see Source 2.6.5).

.. that in a town'’s backstreets he found poor folk half
starved with cold and hunger, but not one of them
unemployed who was able to crawl about the room. So
wickedly, so devilishly false is that common objection:
They are poor because they are idle.

XX John Wesley writing in 1753

Economic growth

Today, highly developed economies grow at about 2 per cent
per year. The powerhouse economies of India and China
grow at more than 5 per cent per year. Therefore, it might
be surprising to learn that Britain’s economy grew by only
0.5 per cent per year or less during the Industrial Revolution
(see Source 2.6.6).

What seems like a low growth figure, however, must be
compared with what went before it. According to the
University of California economist Gregory Clark, before
1760 the average rate of economic growth in Britain was
very close to zero. He estimates economic growth between
1000 and 1500 at about 0.02 per cent per year. Economic
growth between 1500 and 1750 was just 0.045 per cent
per year.
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Gross domestic product per capita (dollars)

EXX This graph shows the gross domestic product per
capita of Britain and some European and Asian nations
between 1500 and 1950



A growth rate in Britain of just under 0.5 per cent between
1760 and 1860 was a substantial improvement. This meant
that wages, allowing for inflation, rose by 55 per cent. This
increase in the rate of economic growth was significant
enough to mark the period of the Industrial Revolution as a
unique time for the world economy.

Trade unions

During the Industrial Revolution, entrepreneurs and
business owners brought machines together in a single
building, such as a factory, and made employees work
together for specified shifts. They did this to increase
efficiency and to make more money. But it had an
unintended outcome. Workers were able to band together
to push for improvements to their working conditions
more easily in the new factories than when they worked

in their own homes. Workers recognised that they could
achieve more by banding together. These groups were called
trade unions. Workers realised that if all or most of them
stopped working at the same time—during what is known
a strike—they could stop a factory from operating and force
employers to listen to their demands.

Reforms

In the face of increasing collective action by workers,

the British government saw trade unions as a threat and
passed the Combination Acts of 1799 and 1800. These
laws aimed to prevent workers from joining trade unions
(known as combinations) and taking strike action.
Offenders could be punished by three months in prison.

Remembering and understanding

1 In your own words, explain the Malthusian Trap.

2 Provide examples of how British society was
affected by issues such as hunger, poverty and
inequality during the Industrial Revolution.

Applying and analysing

3 Examine Source 2.6.2. How did the Welsh
view the turnpikes? Answer in an extended
paragraph, with direct reference to the source.

4 Examine Source 2.6.4. What does the illustrator
include in this representation to help us to
understand the plight of this worker? Identify
four things and explain their significance.

The master is ‘naturally tempted to by his Situation to
be proud and over-bearing, to consider his People as
the Scum of the Earth, whom he has a right to squeeze
whenever he can; because they ought to be kept low,
and not to rise up in Competition with their Superiors’,
while workers were led to think ‘it no crime to get as
much Wages, and to do as little for it as they possibly
can, to lie and cheat, and do any other bad Thing;
provided it is only against their Master, whom they look
upon as their common Enemy’.

Measures like the Combination Acts were criticised
by the Welsh economist, political writer and churchman
Reverend Josiah Tucker from the viewpoint of both worker
and employer

Despite these laws, workers continued to band together
to demand better conditions and pay. This included the
Luddite protests in 1811 and 1812. The Combinations Acts
were finally repealed in 1824 and 1825.

By the 1870s, trade unions had grown in strength

and number, including the emergence of nationwide
organisations. Union membership grew from 100000 in the
1850s to 1 million by 1870. The Trade Unions Act of 1871
legalised the creation of such groups, although it still placed
restrictions on their right to take strike action.

5 Examine Source 2.6.6.
a What evidence does it provide that Britain
led the Industrial Revolution?
b What evidence does it provide about
the impact of the Industrial Revolution
worldwide?

Evaluating and creating

6 Create a PMI (Plus, Minus, Interesting) chart to
contrast the different attitudes to the poor and
beliefs about poverty that were communicated
in this unit. Write down positive attitudes or
beliefs, negative attitudes or beliefs and other
interesting information. Evaluate the extent to
which contemporary attitudes to poverty are
similar or different.
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Sea strength

During the Industrial Revolution, Britain’s growing empire,
shown in Source 2.7.1, fed industry with materials and new
markets. In return, industry gave the British Empire the
technologies it required to navigate, exploit and conquer a
large portion of the world. The result was the largest free
trade area in the world (where trade was allowed without
any restrictions), serviced by a commercial shipping fleet
that grew from 3300 vessels in 1702 to 9400 in 1776.

This commercial shipping fleet flooded Britain with goods.
This in turn fed the further growth of industry and the
British population—which expanded, from 6 million people
in 1760 to 9 million people in 1801. Economic dependence
between Britain and its colonies (based on trade in imports
and exports) meant that Britain needed to build a powerful
navy to protect its economic interests. The British Navy
played a key role in guarding the shipping lanes between
Britain and its colonies.

Sugar rush

In 1640, British settlers on the Caribbean island of
Barbados, who had failed in their attempts to grow cotton
or tobacco, found sugar cane growing in their place. Sugar
cane was required to make sugar and only grew in the
tropics, so a huge enterprise developed to feed Europe’s
appetite for sweetened foods. The labour needed to grow
such large amounts of cane soon outstripped the available
population. In response to the labour shortage, traders
started shipping in slaves (people who are the property

of another person) from Africa. In total, about 6 million
slaves were forced into labour in the Caribbean and North
American sugar industry over the next 100 years. The result,
along with death and misery for the slaves, was a British
monopoly (complete control over a product) on sugar that
lasted a century (see Source 2.7.2 and Unit 2.8).
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An 1850 map celebrating the British Empire—marked in pink—and its diverse peoples
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Slaves cut ripe sugar cane in the British colony of Antigua in the West Indies, in a painting by William Clark, 1823

Britain and France at war

During the Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815), the
British Royal Navy blocked French trade with the
Caribbean. As a result, France’s supply of sugar ran
low. In response, French ruler Napoleon Bonaparte
poured resources into a new method of making sugar,
using sugar beet, which could grow in Europe. This
eventually led to a sugar beet industry that produced
sugar more and more cheaply. By 1850 the price

of sugar had fallen so low in Europe that ordinary
people could afford it for the first time.

A worldwide marketplace

By 1815, Britain had the most powerful empire in

the world. The Royal Navy protected trade routes

that enriched Britain and generated taxes. This in
turn helped pay for an even bigger navy. At home

in Britain, children and adults of the Industrial
Revolution worked in factories for very low wages that

ArR (Y A |7

Fighting for the DUNGHILL : — or — Jach Tar Settling BUONAPARTE - -

In a cartoon from 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte wrestles
with a British sailor, a ‘Jack Tar’, for world domination

left them malnourished and living in squalor. Slaves
died in droves in North America and the Caribbean

harvesting sugar and tobacco, which was carried back with little interference from the government, producing
to Britain for massive profits. three main effects:

Imports included sugar from the West Indies, tobacco > spectacular economic growth

from North America, spices from India and tea from > fortunes for lucky investors

China. Merchants were able to invest in this trade > slavery and human suffering.
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Case study: The violent history
of tea

An imbalance of trade

By 1800, the British were importing nearly

6 million tonnes of tea a year from China.
However, the British paid heavily because the
Chinese wanted silver rather than goods in
exchange for the tea. Pottery, woollen apparel
and scientific instruments were offered for trade
by the British but were declined by Emperor
Qian Long (see Source 2.7.4). Over a period of
50 years, Britain bought £27 million worth of
goods from the Chinese, and sold just £9 million
of British products to them. The British needed
to find a product the Chinese wanted in order

to reverse the trade imbalance (a trading
relationship that favours one side more than the
other; in this case, it was the Chinese).

We possess all things and of the highest quality
[and] | set no value on strange and useless
objects.

Emperor Qian Long in a letter to King George IlI

The British solution

The British solution was to import the addictive
drug opium, which was made from poppies,
and then to export it to China. The British had
a ready supply of opium from the recently
conquered Indian Bengal. There were willing
British businessmen ready to be part of the
opium trade, such as William Jardine and
James Matheson, who set up a trading
company named Jardine, Matheson & Co®

in 1832.

Emperor Yongzheng had banned the sale and
smoking of opium in China in 1729 but demand
for the drug remained. Jardine and Matheson,
as well as other British traders, set out to exploit
that demand (meaning that they tried to make
money out of the situation). British authorities
did nothing to stop British entrepreneurs in

the opium trade, because taxes on the traders’
profits raised millions of pounds for the British
Treasury. The Chinese government was not
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happy with this arrangement. In 1839, Emperor
Daoguang declared a war on drugs and had

his soldiers raid warehouses operated by British
traders, confiscating approximately 20000 chests
of opium.

First Opium War

The British entrepreneurs were outraged when
they learned that their opium had been seized.

In response, William Jardine sailed to London
and lobbied the then Foreign Secretary, Lord
Palmerston (which means that Jardine tried

to convince Lord Palmerston to do something
about the situation). Lord Palmerston saw
China’s actions as a threat to Britain's balance of
payments. The Royal Navy was mobilised to aid
the opium traders, arriving at the Pearl River Delta
in June 1840 with a fleet of sixteen warships.
Opposing them was a far larger Chinese fleet.
However, the British were equipped with a new
ship made of iron, the Nemesis, which could

fire exploding rockets up to 2 kilometres. The
Chinese, with their sailing junks (traditional
Chinese ships) and canons, were wiped out. The
naval battle and the subsequent bombardments
were estimated to have killed 25000 Chinese and
sixty-nine British sailors.

Unequal treaty

In 1842, the Chinese signed a treaty with Britain in
which they opened five ports to foreign trade. They
also paid compensation for money lost to the
opium traders during the war and gave the port of
Hong Kong to Britain for the following 155 years.
It was a humiliating loss for the Chinese.

Textbooks from elementary school, to middle
school to high school, to university highlight the
wrong doings of the so-called imperialists. We
have become part of what they call the Patriotic
Education Programme, to educate Chinese
youths like me so that we remember what you
have done to us.

Dr Zheng Yangwen, University of Manchester,
in 2014 talking about Chinese youth being educated
about the impact of Britain's imperialism on China



Remembering and understanding

1 Why did Britain require an increasingly

powerful navy in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries?

Using information from this unit, list six
characteristics that support the claim that
Britain’s was the most powerful empire in

the world by 1815.

Who were William Jardine and James
Matheson?

Applying and analysing

4 Examine Source 2.7.1. How is the relationship

between the British and the populations they
colonised or enslaved represented? Are these
representations accurate and fair? Discuss.

Evaluating and creating

5 Create a storyboard that illustrates the
sequence of events leading to Britain’s war with
the Chinese over opium.

6 Explain your understanding of the way Britain
conducted itself in China during this time. The
Chinese place significant emphasis on this
period in their history. Why do you think that is
the case?
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Movement of sl aves were traded for slaves. Slaves were delivered to the Americas

before the ships returned with commodities produced on
the slave plantations, such as cotton and sugar, outlined
in Source 2.8.1. The movement of these people resulted in
tragedy: the loss of identity, the loss of culture and
alienation from the basic rights of humanity.
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The slave trade was a very profitable business. It was driven
by profit-hungry business owners who used free slave labour
in the production of sugar, tobacco and cotton. Ships sailed
from Europe to West Africa with manufactured goods that
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Trade in human cargo

Between the mid-1500s and the late 1800s, more than

11 million African people were taken, against their will and
by force, to the New World and sold as slaves. Expanding
European empires needed a workforce to help build their
new colonies, and a solution was found along the west coast
of Africa. In exchange for manufactured goods such as
gunpowder, woollen cloth and copper wire, African leaders
provided men and women as slaves.

In the years before it was banned in 1807, the slave trade
was the second highest earning trade for Britain. During
the 1760s, Britain sent forty slave ships a year to the west
coast of Africa, with London bankers financing the trade.
Slave captain Thomas Phillips wrote that people jumped
from their boats in chains to drown rather than leave their
country as slaves.

| saw him take a gun, a piece of cloth, and some lead
for me, and then he told me that he must now leave
me there, and went off. This made me cry bitterly, but |
was soon conducted to a prison, for three days, where
I heard the groans and cries of many, and saw some
of my fellow captives. But when a vessel arrived to
conduct us away to the ship, it was a most horrible
scene; there was nothing to be heard but the rattling of
chains, smacking of whips, and the groans and cries of
our fellow men. Some would not stir from the ground,
when they were lashed and beat in the most horrible
manner. | have forgot the name of this infernal fort.

EXE] Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil and Wicked

Traffic of the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species,
by Ottobah Cugoano, 1787. Ottobah Cugoano was captured
in present-day Ghana. He was sold into slavery in the West
Indies but was later bought by an English merchant and freed.

EX¥E] Caravan of slaves,
Travels into the African
Interior, 1795
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EX¥] Diagram of the English slave ship Brookes, regulated
by the Slave Trade Act of 1788. Slaves were treated as
chattels (possessions) and forced to travel in inhumane
conditions. Slave ships were instructed to carry the
maximum number of slaves possible in order to maximise
profits from their sale.
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Slaves as chattels

When transatlantic slavery to the Americas commenced in
the late 1600s, it was not the first time slavery had occurred.
What was new was the distinctive racial character of this
slavery, which focused almost exclusively on one group

of people, namely Africans. What had begun as a profit-
driven enterprise by Europeans solidified over time into a
Eurocentric (European-focused) ideology. Western economic
prosperity flourished during this time. The Industrial
Revolution improved trade due to the increased ability to
manufacture and trade goods. It was widely accepted in British
and American societies that slaves were chattels (personal
possessions or property) to be exploited economically and
degraded culturally. This view was supported by British law.

Abolition movement

In 1776, the United States Declaration of Independence
stated that ‘all men are created equal’. This statement
would challenge many Americans who saw their nation as
hypocritical because of the way that it accepted slavery. The
right to ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ was being
denied to slaves, most of whom were African Americans.
Anti-slavery campaigns had begun in America during the
1760s, and in 1788 they began in Britain.

Key abolitionists

In England, it took William Wilberforce 30 years of pushing
an anti-slavery message in Parliament to see the abolition
(ending) of the transportation of slaves. The Bill was

finally passed in 1791 and implemented in 1808. A key
abolitionist (person in favour of the end of slavery) in
America was William Lloyd Garrison, who ran a publishing
firm that pressed for slaves to be immediately emancipated
(set free). Another key figure was Frederick Douglass.

He was a former slave who lectured around the world and
was highly esteemed by the African American community.
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But could | be heard by this great nation, | would call
to mind the sublime and glorious truths with which, at
its birth, it saluted a listening world ... It announced the
advent of a nation, based upon human brotherhood
and the self-evident truths of liberty and equality ...
Apply these sublime and glorious truths to the situation
now before you. Put away your race prejudice. Banish
the idea that one class must rule over another.
Recognise the fact that the rights of the humblest
citizen are as worthy of protection as are those of the
highest, and your problem will be solved.

EXXd Frederick Douglass, former slave, commenting on the
persistence of racial prejudice in the United States, 1894

The legacy of slavery
Slave populations

The movement of slaves worldwide resulted in millions
of people relocating across the globe, taking with them
their culture and beliefs. The decision by slave traders and
business people to make short-term economic gains by
exploiting Africans as cheap labour has left a stain that
history cannot erase. The Industrial Revolution, which
produced significant advancement in Western civilisation,
was fuelled by slavery (see Source 2.8.7). It would be

many more years before the longer-term consequences of
slavery (see Source 2.8.8), such as racial prejudice and the
deprivation of equal human rights for Africans, would be
fully understood.
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Immediate and longer-term consequences of transporting African slaves to the Americas and the impact on Africa,
the Americas and Britain

Immediate
consequences

Long-term

consequences

Millions of people were
removed from African
countries.

e African countries remained
underdeveloped compared
with Western nations.

* African countries lost much
of their independence due to
increasing economic ties with
Europe.

* With many of their producers
and consumers enslaved,
African countries fell behind
other nations economically.
They became reliant on an
external market of slave
trading and gained nothing in
return.

* Weakened politically with
the ‘Scramble for Africa’. By
1914, the African continent
had been divided up and
colonised by Europeans. Only
Liberia and Ethiopia remained
uncolonised.

* Racial prejudice was
widespread. Colonialists
believed indigenous people
were incapable.

Economic growth fuelled by the
production of key commodities,
especially cotton.

The invention of the cotton gin in 1793
led to increased production of cotton and
a demand for slaves. Two-thirds of slaves
were involved in this industry.

Slavery provided a large workforce that
catapulted the American nation forward
economically. Africans were excellent
workers, highly capable and skilled

in farming.

Dependence on the cotton industry and
African slaves as a form of cheap labour.
Slavery became a contentious issue that
contributed to the secession of states
and the Civil War 1861-1865.

The introduction of African culture,
music, beliefs and values.

Millions of Africans living in America.
Between 1492 and 1820, five times more
Africans were moved to the Americas
than Europeans.

Most of America’s great enterprises
began with the use of African slave
labour.

Racism became engrained in American

society. The Jim Crow laws were enacted

1876-1965, mandating segregation
(separation) of African Americans and
Americans of European backgrounds in
public spaces.

Enormous economic
benefits. Slavery was the
second largest trade in
Britain at the time.

Cotton from the Americas
fuelled the production of
textiles, the main industry of
the Industrial Revolution.
Cloth produced in the textile
industry was the most
popular trading item for
purchasing slaves.

Profits from the Americas
continued to flow into
Britain even after the slave
trade was abolished in
Britain in 1791.

Increased consumption of
commodities such as sugar.
Issues of racism, although
this was not as prevalent as
it was in the Americas.

Remembering and understanding

1

2

3

What did slave traders provide to African
leaders in exchange for slaves?

Who financed the slave trade in Britain? What
did this mean in practical terms?

Define the term ‘emancipation’ in your own
words.

Applying and analysing

4

5

What reasons would African leaders have for
trading their own people into slavery?

Why do you think the British government
supported the African slave trade?

Examine the sources and the information

provided in this unit to do the following activities.

a Take notes on your observations of the
treatment of African people under slavery.

b Use your notes to write a paragraph that
describes the conditions faced by Africans
as they crossed the Atlantic to become
slaves in the Americas.

7 Why do you think such poor treatment of slaves
was allowed to continue for so long?
8 Why do you think racism existed in the United

States when its people so strongly supported

the Declaration of Independence?

Evaluating and creating

9 Imagine what it was like to be a person who
was captured in West Africa and sent to the
Americas as a slave. What would it be like to
know you could never go home or see your
family again? Create a diary entry that reflects
your thoughts and feelings.
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Establishing a penal colony

London’s overpopulation, high unemployment and
poor living conditions meant that crime was a regular One benefit of the scientific advances made during

occurrence. The most common crime was theft and the the Industrial Revolution was that nutrition was
better understood. By the time the First Fleet sailed

in 1787, scurvy—a disease most common in sailors
and resulting from lack of vitamin C, which caused
delirium and bleeding gums—had almost been
eliminated. The diet aboard ships improved so much
that, in general, when the ‘human cargo’ of the First

Fleet arrived in Sydney in 1788, they were in better
This forced the British government to look for an shape than when they left England.

most common items stolen were basic foodstuffs such

as bread. With prisons already overcrowded, the British
Parliament introduced laws allowing for the transportation
of convicts to the American colonies. This lasted until 1776,
when American colonists declared their independence from
British rule.

alternative option. A short-term solution, which involved

keeping prisoners in old ships called hulks on the River E
Thames, was losing support. The prison hulks were decrepit
(worn out; in some cases, the ships were slowly rotting).
Sickness and death were rife on the hulks. On 24 March
1786, action was finally taken following a prison riot on a
hulk at Plymouth. Home Secretary Lord Sydney ordered
arrangements to be made to establish a penal colony in
Australia. The distance of Australia from Britain was seen

as an advantage, ensuring that convicts were transported
far away from British shores. Australia also provided
opportunities for Britain to secure supplies of flax and
timber (both of which were important in shipbuilding) and
to establish trade routes with China.

The eleven ships which left Britain in 1787 to found the . : f s
penal colony in Australia became known as the First Fleet. ' funk i ot G T

The First Fleet carried 759 convicts. The journey to Australia b

took eight months, sailing down the north-west coast \

of Aftrica and across to Brazil before visiting Cape Town } R APL
and heading across the Southern Ocean to New South U

Wales. Over time, many other convict ships would follow.
Between 1788 and 1868, approximately 160000 people were
transported (sent) as convicts from Britain to Australia.

Emigration to Australia EXEl A case of scurvy recorded by Henry Walsh Mahon

One benefit of the Industrial Revolution was improvement from his time aboard the convict ship Barrosa, 1841

in transportation, such as the building of better roads, new
railways and faster ships. This influenced the movement of
people by improving the ease, safety and speed of moving
from town to town, and from country to country. While the
First Fleet took about eight months to sail to Australia from
Britain, by 1901 this journey could be made in a month.

42 PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9



NORTH 775~ 2

AMERICA
NORTH
X ATLANTIC
=, OCEAN
’ =
PACIFIC g
,,,,, OCEAN _Equator ) [l -
SOUTH
SR ATLANTIC
KEY OCEAN
Three shipping routes
from Britain to Australia,
1788-1901
~—3 original route
~—p~ Great Circle route g7

~—p Suez Canal route

SOUTHERN OCEAN 0

RUSSIA

¢
% PACIFIC
L& OCEAN
fffffff N
by B
e = Lm
INDIAN T
OCEAN
\
AUSTRALIA oo ooc
YDNEY

g Cﬁ&

4000 km

a

EX¥] Movement of convicts and free settlers from Britain to Australia, 1788-1901

Few free people (people who were not convicts) moved to
Australia in the early days of colonisation. Free settlers
often had to fund their own transport. As a result, only a
few government, military and wealthy families made the
journey. By 1820, however, Australia was looking more
enticing as farmers began to flourish and more land became
available inland for sheep grazing. Emigration (leaving
one’s country of birth to settle permanently in another
country) increased significantly in the 1850s because

of the discovery of gold, sparking a wider movement of
people from many different countries. The Irish Potato
Famine of 1845 to 1852 also saw greater numbers of British
people emigrating worldwide, with 1.75 million coming to
Australia over the next 50 years. The movement of people

to Australia between 1788 and 1901, both convicts and free
settlers, is shown in Source 2.9.2.

Industrialisation in Australia

By the early nineteenth century, and under British rule, the
young colony of New South Wales began to industrialise.

In 1812, the colony’s first turnpike (toll road) was opened
between Sydney and Parramatta, and in 1813 the first steam
mill was established on Darling Harbour.

Traders from near and far

In 1813, the monopoly on trade to and from Australia,
which had been held by the British East India Company, was
abolished. Vessels belonging to many different companies
and nations began trading through Australian ports, among
them whaling ships from the United States of America.
From 1842, after the first Opium War forced the Chinese to
open up some of their ports to Western trade, shipping to
Australia grew again, as clippers started making round-the-
world trips between Europe, the United States of America,
Australia and China.

The clipper

Clippers were sailing ships, sometimes with iron hulls.
Clippers dominated the carrying of cargo and passengers
between Australia and the rest of the world for most of
the nineteenth century (see Source 2.9.3). In 1854, the
clipper Red Jacket set records by sailing from New York

to Melbourne in 67 days, and then back to Liverpool in
73 days. By contrast, the fastest vessel of the First Fleet
took 250 days to travel from Portsmouth to Sydney Cove,
a roughly comparable distance.
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EXE] A bustling Circular Quay in Sydney in the 1880s

A hybrid economy

Australia’s economy remained mostly pastoral (relating

to livestock and agriculture) throughout the nineteenth
century. By 1850, nearly half the wool used in British mills
came from Australia. The technological and industrial
infrastructure needed to transport, process and ship the
products produced by Australia’s farms and stations
continued to grow. In this way, Australia developed

a hybrid economy, meaning that it was comprised of
different elements.

Growth in mining

From the 1850s, mining also started to become an
important industry. Coal had been dug up around
Newcastle since the colony’s early days, but output had
been small. Coal production in Australia increased after
the gold rush in California began in 1849. Newcastle had
the closest coal to the west coast of the United States of
America, and this encouraged the growth of an important
export industry.

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

A golden future

By the end of the Industrial Revolution, commonly

agreed to be around 1850, Australia was well on the way

to becoming an urbanised and industrialised society. But
rather than slowing down, its population and the building
of infrastructure exploded from 1851, with the start of the
Victorian and New South Wales gold rushes.

EX¥] Sheep Station Point, River Turon gold fields NSW,
W.L. Walton, published 1853

Making a new life in Australia
Owning land was highly unlikely for many people in
England. The thought of acquiring property and becoming
wealthy attracted those who could afford the sea passage
(the cost of a ticket to sail) to Australia. The discovery of
gold in the 1840s soon led to an increase of emigrants from
Europe and China attempting to ‘strike it lucky’.

Food production increased as the population of Sydney
grew, but people still wanted to import the things they
missed from England such as tea, sugar and tobacco.
Entrepreneurs imported everything the colony could not
make for itself, and many of them became very rich. As well
as the importers, there were also the producers.
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Growth of a working class

With a rapidly developing economy, Australia experienced
a long boom (a long period of economic growth) from
1850 to 1890. This was a period marked by relatively

high wages and good working conditions. Australia was
referred to at this time as the ‘working man’s paradise’.
Since more workers were required than there were available,
skilled workers were paid especially well. Fearing that cheap
foreign workers might be used to replace them, Australian
workers were at the forefront of calls for a ban on non-
European immigration.

In 1890, however, an economic depression (a long period
of poor economic performance) began, leading to business
closures and rising unemployment. The failure of a series
of Great Strikes at this time showed that strike action
alone was not enough to protect higher wages and better
conditions. This lead to workers forming trade unions.

Egalitarianism

The term ‘egalitarianism’ comes from the French word
egalité, which means social and political equality. It was
popularised during the French Revolution with the slogan
‘Liberte, egalité, fraternité’. After the revolution, careers in the
government and the army were given to those most capable
of performing the job rather than those of noble birth. This
concept is referred to as meritocracy, because people are
appointed to important positions based on their merit.

Emergence of Australian
egalitarianism

Throughout the nineteenth century, Australia developed a
far less rigid class system than Britain. Opportunities for
advancement attracted new settlers from Britain, many of
whom had never owned land. Such opportunities led to
greater social mobility in Australia compared to Britain.

Main features of egalitarianism

Equal opportunity
Same opportunities for everyone
from birth, for example universal
education and the right to vote

Diversity
Acceptance of difference between
people, for example racial, gender

or cultural differences

A fair go for all
Help for those who, due to
circumstances, are less well off

EXXa Main features of egalitarianism

Remembering and understanding

1 List three reasons why convicts were sent
to Australia.

2 Inyour own words, explain how the Industrial
Revolution influenced the decision to send
convicts to Australia.

Applying and analysing

3 Identify examples provided in this unit
to demonstrate the accuracy of the
following statement:

Australia developed a hybrid economy during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

4 Using evidence from the text and

your own research, discuss whether
or not contemporary Australia is an
egalitarian society.

Evaluating and creating

5

Imagine that you have been asked by your
school principal to submit an idea about how
to make your school more egalitarian. In 100
words or less, describe one way that your
school could become more egalitarian.

Main features of egalitarianism

Tall poppy syndrome
Criticism of those who act and
think that they are superior to others

Social mobility
Anyone should be able to get ahead
in life if they try hard enough

Meritocracy
Positions should go to the most able
rather than the wealthiest or those
from an aristocratic family
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Capitalism

Capitalism is an economic system based on competition
between sellers. Capitalists are individuals who invest their
money, time and effort into an idea or activity designed to
make a profit. Capitalism has driven technological change,
resulting in economic growth, employment and increased
personal wealth for the majority of people in Western
society. The emergence of capitalism is an important theme
arising from our studies of the Industrial Revolution and
the years leading up to it.

The ‘Protestant work ethic’

In 1905, German sociologist Max Weber explained the
origins of capitalism in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism. Weber believed that capitalism emerged during
the Reformation of the sixteenth century, when Protestant
Christianity had made a virtue out of hard work and profit- N .
making, while Catholicism tended to value religious work as LR - -
being more important. ' :

A

EXET¥] A statute of Adam Smith in Edinburgh, Scotland

Main features of capitalism

Invention
Developing new products and
services that will offer
benefits to potential buyers

Innovation
Seeking to improve existing
products and services to attract
customers

Profitability

Main features of capitalism Maximising profits and minimising
costs

Entreprenuership
Growth and expansion Taking a calculated risk by
Finding new markets for existing investing money and time into
products an idea in the hope of making a
profit on the investment

EETEN Main features of capitalism

Responses to capitalism

Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations Smith’s view was that, through trade, the needs of everyone
. . . . could be satisfied because:

Adam Smith was a Scottish philosopher and economist

who wrote at the time of the Industrial Revolution (see > workers earn income by selling their skills and labour

Source 2.12.2). He was the first to propose the concept of gross > business owners earn profits by producing what

domestic product (GDP) (the value of all the goods and customers need

services produced within a country in a given period of time, > buyers acquire a good or service that improves their

usually one year) as a way of measuring a nation’s wealth. quality of life.
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Karl Marx’s Das Kapital

First published in 1867, Karl Marx’s Das Kapital offered

a critical view of the development of capitalism (see
Source 2.10.3). He argued that capitalism contained the
seeds of its own destruction, meaning that it was a system
that would eventually destroy itself. According to Marx, as

more and more workers were driven into poverty, eventually

the whole system of capitalism would collapse, as the mass
of workers would rise up in revolution and take ownership
of businesses.

International capitalism

The search for natural resources, foreign products, cheap
labour and new markets led to the expansion of the British
Empire around the globe. Until 1813, the very powerful
British East India Company controlled all of this business.
Portugal, the Netherlands and France also had large
companies with monopolies over trade in their empires.
These monopolies played a major role in developing the

markets for slaves, spices, cotton, tea and many other goods

that were unavailable in Europe.

Making capitalism fairer

Many working people responded to the growing power

of capitalists by forming trade unions to push for better
conditions and pay for workers. Over time, governments
in both Britain and Australia sought to regulate capitalism
by introducing laws to make it a fairer system for workers,
largely in response to campaigns led by trade unions.
Examples include:

» the introduction of the 8-hour working day

» the introduction of a minimum wage

> improvements in workplace safety

> taxes on business in order to provide benefits to society.

Despite Marx’s predictions about its collapse, capitalism
survived a number of major challenges during the first half
of the twentieth century. These included World Wars I and
11, the rise of communism and the Great Depression.

Capitalism today

Capitalism has continued to grow in the years since the
Industrial Revolution ended. The development of shipping
containers, large container ships and global positioning
systems (GPS) has made it much easier to move large
amounts of manufactured goods around the world. From
the 1980s, governments have been committed to reducing
tariffs (taxes on imports) and making international trade
easier. E-commerce, through websites such as eBay® and
Amazon®, has further stimulated trade between buyers and
sellers in different countries.

Karl Marx, author of the influential critique of
capitalism Das Kapital

Remembering and understanding

1 What were the two major periods of history
that gave rise to capitalism?

Applying and analysing

2 What major challenges has capitalism
survived in the twentieth century?

3 Using the information in this unit, create

a PMI (Plus, Minus, Interesting) chart for
capitalism.

Evaluating and creating

4 Create an imaginary conversation between
Adam Smith and Karl Marx, showing their
different perspectives towards capitalism.
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Long-term impacts of the
Industrial Revolution

Population

Perhaps the most dramatic and lasting change caused by
the Industrial Revolution was the explosion in the global
population. Our species evolved some 200000 years ago.
By 1 AD, historians estimate that the worldwide human
population was about 150 to 200 million people, rising to
about 300 million by the year 1000.

During the next seven or eight centuries, population growth
was around 0.1 per cent per year. By the mid-eighteenth
century the world’s population is estimated to have been
between 700 and 800 million people, about 6.5 million of
whom lived in Britain.

By 1851, census figures show the British population had
risen to 27 533 755—more than a fourfold increase in 100
years. As more nations adopted the medical and industrial
innovations of the Industrial Age, the world’s population
grew from about 1.3 billion in 1850 to just over 7 billion
today. As shown in Source 2.11.1, the numbers are expected
to continue to rise until at least 2040.
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EETE] World population and projected population from 1800
to 2100 based on United Nations projections and US Census
Bureau historical estimates

The worst of times

As the world’s population grew and work became more
industrialised, cities expanded, resulting in crowding,
poverty and disease. From the 1830s, these changes were the
subject of lively public debate.
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The view that tends to dominate today is the negative one,
due to the continuing popularity of the works of Charles
Dickens, Romantic poets such as William Blake (who wrote
of Britain’s ‘dark satanic mills’) and Mary Shelley, whose
1818 novel Frankenstein was a warning about the dangers of
the scientific and industrial age.

Birth of socialism

The inequality between people produced by the Industrial
Revolution was a major force in the creation of socialism.
This is a political ideology that opposes a free market
society and instead believes that wealth should be allocated
according to people’s needs. One of socialism’s founders was
Friedrich Engels, whose father sent him to Manchester in
1842 to work at a family-owned cotton mill. The 22-year-old
Engels observed the lives of the city’s workers and published
The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1845. The
book was highly critical of workers’ living conditions. Engels
argued that rural workers’ quality of life and wellbeing were
much better before the introduction of machinery and their
move to towns to work in the factories (see Source 2.11.2).

In 1848, Engels and Karl Marx published The Communist
Manifesto. This book united socialist political parties around
the world in the belief that the free market economic
system, as demonstrated by Britain’s Industrial Revolution,
meant suffering for ordinary workers and was bound to
collapse. The Communist Manifesto went on to influence the
politician and political theorist Vladimir Lenin, who led the
1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia.

The best of times

Others, including historian Emma Griffin of the University
of East Anglia, look beyond the image of nineteenth-century
cities as depressing places—dark, crowded and full of disease,
where people died young. Griffin claims it is easy to forget
that rural life at the time could be stifling. People lived in
close proximity to their extended family, and their employer
knew about everything they did during and after work. Cities
not only offered work opportunities but cultural experiences
that were not always to be found in rural areas.

When rural people arrived in the expanding cities, their
journals and letters often expressed isolation and loneliness,
says historian Lawrence Goldman of the University of
Oxford. But this feeling lessened as city dwellers developed
new forms of community beyond the traditional family

and village, such as trade unions, friendly societies and
Methodist churches, which boomed in the early 1800s.



EET®] James Nasmyth's patent steam hammer, 1843

Not everybody moved to cities (or stayed in them) out of
desperation. Large cities such as Manchester were exciting
places where much was happening.

The second Industrial
Revolution

The second Industrial Revolution was a continuation of
the first. It saw the industrial and economic processes that
had begun in Britain spread to Western Europe, the United
States of America and Japan. Its culmination came in the
early twentieth century with the Ford Motor Company®
using an assembly line to produce its Model T car.

The assembly line

The first step in the assembly line was the use of machine
tools. These were machines that mass-produced inter-
changeable parts for other machines. This meant that if one
part broke, it could be fixed or replaced using spare parts.

The inspiration for the Ford Motor Company’s ground-
breaking assembly line came from a ‘disassembly line’ at a
Chicago meat-processing plant. Animals were slaughtered

and their carcasses carried on a powered conveyor belt past
a line of workers. A visiting Ford employee noticed that

by repeatedly carrying out one cutting action, workers
performed faster and did a more precise job. Taken
together, the actions of all the workers produced a fully
butchered carcass.

It did not take a lot of imagination to see that by reversing
this process, a hugely complex item such as a car could

be built faster by relatively low-skilled workers (see

Source 2.11.3). It took years to perfect the process, but by
1913 Ford was producing a car in 1.33 hours, about nine
times faster than the 12.5 hours it had taken in 1908.

Paint it black

The assembly line was so efficient that it produced an
unforeseen problem—paint did not dry fast enough! Faced
with a bottleneck in manufacturing, Ford opted to paint all
the Model Ts Japan black’, the paint that dried the fastest.
This led company owner Henry Ford to joke that customers
could get the Model T in any colour they liked ‘as long as
it’s black’.
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EETE] Workers at Ford's Michigan assembly line in 1913

The impact of mass
production

Mass production meant that craftspeople were replaced

by workers carrying out simple and often mind-numbing
repetitive tasks. The upside was that goods were produced
cheaply and in vast numbers, leading to more jobs and
cheaper goods. The cost of a Model T, for example, dropped
from $825 in 1908 to $575 in 1912, allowing more Americans
to own cars. This transformed society in many ways. For
example, because workers could commute more easily from
where they lived to where they worked, vast residential
suburbs began to be build beyond crowded inner cities.

Consumerism

The simple machines of the early Industrial Revolution
planted the seeds of consumerism. A consumer society is
one in which the purchase of material goods is encouraged
and success is measured in terms of growth in the gross
domestic product (GDP). In consumer societies, a recession
(in which the GDP fails to grow) is bad news. Most people
who live in more economically developed countries have
jobs that pay enough to eat well, and to buy fashionable
shoes and clothing, cars, mobile phones and other electronic
equipment (see Source 2.11.4).
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One of the first attempts to implement a mechanised
assembly line was made in 1797, when businessman
Eli Whitney won a contract from the US Government
to make 10000 muskets (a type of gun). Previously,
craftspeople had made each gun separately,
producing its parts by hand using files, saws and
other tools. As a result, each gun was unique, and if it
broke another skilled person was needed to make a
replacement part to fit that particular gun.

Need for speed

Thanks to the radio, telephones, television and the internet,
it is easy to think that communication consists of words

or digital data sent along wires or in waves to anywhere

in the world in a fraction of a second. But in the 1700s,
information only travelled as fast as a person could travel

in a day. For thousands of years, the maximum speed of
communication was that of a horse.



The Times of India Annual, 1929

Are You safeguarding the
health of your family with

FRIGIDAIRE

JL is an essential to
modern houseleeping /

EET®A A print advertisement announcing the new 1929
Frigidaire® refrigerator

This changed during the Industrial Revolution. In response
to the demand for freer and more efficient trade, networks
of turnpike roads, canals and eventually railways were built.
One unintended consequence was that rural people, who
used to travel only a handful of miles beyond their villages
in their lifetimes, saw more of the world and were exposed
to new ideas.

Industrial society’s need for speed led to the invention

of the electric telegraph in the 1840s, and the internet

in the 1990s. But as in the 1700s, there are unintended
consequences of unrestricted communication. For example,
the internet has expanded our relationships but has
produced cyber bullying and websites promoting terrorism.

Environmental costs

One downside to industrialisation and consumerism is
environmental pollution. In the period 1700 to 1800,
environmental pollution was mainly limited to regions
where mills churned out coal smoke. Problems could also
be reduced at the local level by the introduction of cleaner
technologies. But worldwide, the level of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere, produced by burning coal and other fossil

fuels, has risen dramatically since the Industrial Revolution.

The majority of scientists believe this to be a significant
contributor to global warming.

Some people believe that part of the solution is for people
to dramatically reduce their energy consumption, even if
this means fewer luxuries or having to pay more for energy.
Means of reducing energy consumption include carbon
taxes or emissions trading schemes, which make it more
expensive to buy the most polluting forms of energy. Others
argue that government intervention (such as regulations
and laws) to force people to use less energy will just hurt the
poorest members of society and do no good, as developing
nations will carry on industrialising.

Some people see a solution in the type of innovation that
produced the Industrial Revolution in the first place. As
fossil fuels become harder to extract and more expensive, it
will become increasingly profitable for business people to
develop and market alternative energy sources such as solar,
wind and wave power.

Remembering and understanding

1 Define ‘the second Industrial Revolution'’.

2 Identify some statistical data that
demonstrates the effect of the Industrial
Revolution on population.

Applying and analysing

3 Examine Source 2.11.4. Based on how the
1929 Frigidaire is represented visually and
in written text in this source, who might be
persuaded to buy it and for what reasons?
Share your thoughts in an extended
paragraph.

4 Construct a T-chart that contrasts the
evidence presented in this chapter about
whether the Industrial Revolution led to the
‘best of times’ or the ‘worst of times’. Review
the evidence and express your own opinion
in an extended paragraph.

Evaluating and creating

5 Imagine that it is 1930 and that you have
been asked to create a feature newspaper
article about the Model T Ford. Describe a
range of perspectives, including those of
Henry Ford, an assembly-line worker and a
person who has just bought a Model T car.
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Australia 1750-1918 3

Mark Twain, the famous American writer who
toured Australia in 1895, wrote:

Australian history is almost always picturesque; indeed,
it is also so curious and strange, that it is itself the
chiefest novelty the country has to offer. It does not read
like history, but like the most beautiful lies; and all of

a fresh new sort, no mouldy old stale ones. It is full of

surprises and adventures ...

The documented history of Australia during the
period of 1750 to 1918—telling of exploration,
gold rushes and bushrangers, and of the input of
people from diverse backgrounds from all parts
of the world—certainly supports Twain's view.
But countless historical sources also reveal a
past of extreme violence, injustice and enduring
dispossession suffered by Australia’s first
peoples because of European colonisation. From
these tumultuous colonial beginnings, a sense
of national identity began to emerge and the
modern nation of Australia began to take shape.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

3A What were the causes of European
settlement of Australia and what effect did it
have on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and the Australian landscape?

3B What were the significant events during
this period and what ideas influenced the
development of Australian society?

3C How did patterns of continuity and change
affect the ways of life, political and legal
institutions, and cultural expression around
the turn of the twentieth century?

3D Why is it important to consider the different
experiences and perspectives of non-
Europeans, as well as different historical
interpretations, when analysing this period of
Australian history?

EX¥1 Coliins Street, Town of Melbourne by W. Knight, 1839

GLOSSARY

diaspora the dispersion or spread of a people from
their original homeland

egalitarianism the idea that all people are equal
and deserve equal rights and opportunities

homogeneous consisting of parts or people that
are similar to each other or of the same type

Kanaka a Pacific Islander taken (often forcibly)
to work as a labourer in Australia in the late 1800s,
especially in the sugar and cotton plantations of
Queensland

Kulin the nation of five Aboriginal language groups
living in Victoria: the Wathaurong, the Dja Dja
Wurrung, the Woiwurrung, the Boon Wurrung and
the Taungerong

larrikinism rebellious and disrespectful behaviour

manifesto a public declaration of intentions

martial law when normal government is
suspended and authorities use military power to
control society

nationalists people who believe their country is
superior to others

referendum a vote to change the Constitution

of Australia. In order to be passed, a referendum
must be agreed to by a majority of the people and a
majority of the states.

reprisals acts of retaliation (revenge) against others,
often as a punishment by military forces

smallpox a contagious viral disease that was feared
in the past but has since been eradicated

squatters settlers who claimed land by grazing their
vast flocks of sheep on it; they often became very
wealthy and powerful

telegraphs system for transmitting messages along
a wire over long distances

tubers the thick underground part of a stem of
certain food plants (such as a potato)

LS | Before you begin
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Australia 1750-1918

This chapter explores the often tragic, sometimes heroic, history of Australia during
the period from 1750 to 1918. From the settlement of the Australia’s first colonies,
a sense of national identity started to emerge and the modern nation of Australia

began to take shape.

75000+ BC

Aboriginal peoples are living in parts of Australia

Y Federation referendum leaflet, 1899
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Macassan fishermen (from present-day Indonesia)
sail the waters of northern Australia and trade with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

Let us become a Nation

and establish in the Southern Hemisphere a POWER which
makes for Peacoand Order is the sight of other nations, and
which will prove to men of every race that the decesdants of
Britons in AUSTBALIA HAVE NOT LOST THEIR CAPACITY
FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT,
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1850

Dutch explorer Willem Janszoon becomes first
European to map parts of the Australian coast
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British naval officer Lieutenant James Cook
charts the eastern coast of Australia and claims
‘New South Wales’ for the British crown

The First Fleet arrives at Sydney Cove and
establishes the first British colony in Australia
under the command of Governor Arthur Phillip

. 1835

The settlement of Melbourne is
founded at the site on the Yarra
River where John Batman landed
seeking land for settlers from
Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania)

o_

~= Bakery Hill on 1 December 1854:
Swearing Allegiance to the
‘Southern Cross’, by Canadian
artist and digger Charles Doudiet



The Port Phillip District officially
becomes the colony of Victoria
(later the state of Victoria); gold
discovered in Victoria sparking

the Gold Rush

Gold miners protesting licensing and other
laws build a stockade at Eureka lead in
Ballarat. After a short, fierce battle with
government police and troopers, six police
and at least twenty-two miners are killed.

The Federation of Australia unifies all
the colonies of Australia (which become
states) under a federal government

D

|
Australian

propaganda poster
(1916) to encourage the
enlistment of men to
fight with Britain against
Germany and its allies

1914-1918

Australia enters World War | as part of the British Empire fighting against
Germany and its allies (including Turkey) the Australian Infantry Force takes
part in campaigns in Gallipoli, France, Belgium and Palestine. It suffers
enormous casualties and an entire generation is scarred.
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Ned Kelly, the bushranger who with
his gang terrorised northern Victoria
and southern New South Wales, is
hanged in Melbourne

The ‘Half-Caste Act’ in Victoria serves
to further deny the rights of Aboriginal
peoples and enables the further
destruction of their culture and
communities
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New legislation is passed
which reflects Australian
society’s progressive social
standards towards some
people, but also its racist
and discriminatory policies
towards others

~ Portrait of Ned Kelly the
day before he was hanged
on 11 November 1880. This
is the most famous image
of Kelly. Charles Nettleton,
photographer, 1880.
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The ‘discovery’ of Australia?

One of the problems with many older history books

and textbooks that were written from a non-Indigenous
perspective is that they often begin the history of Australia
with the arrival of the First Fleet. Sometimes, these histories
began by looking at James Cook’s ‘discovery’ of Australia in
1770. Both perspectives are incorrect.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have been
living in Australia for well over 60000 years—and there

is archaeological evidence to suggest they have inhabited
parts of Australia for as long as 80000 years. At the time of
European settlement, the Australian Indigenous population
consisted of more than 250 language groups spread over the
entire continent, and they had their own distinct cultures,
beliefs and ways of life. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples are the world’s oldest continuing culture and no
understanding of Australian history is possible without a
full appreciation of their rich cultures.

The belief held by many people that Cook ‘discovered’ (or
was the first European to observe) Australia in 1770 is also
historically inaccurate. The first European ship used to chart
the Australian coast and encounter Aboriginal people was

EE®] Map showing Indigenous
Australian language groups
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the Duyfken, captained by Dutchman Willem Janszoon, who
in 1606 explored parts of the coast of present-day Western
Australia. Between 1606 and 1770, an estimated fifty-four
European ships from a range of nations, including Holland,
Spain and France, had made contact with the Australian
coastline. Abel Tasman, a Dutch sailor, charted parts of the
north, west and south coasts of Australia, which at the time
was known as New Holland—which shows how prevalent the
Dutch influence was at this time.

Imperialism and colonisation

Driven by the desire to find wealth and to spread their
influence over other parts of the world, European powers
competed for access to new lands throughout the Asia-Pacific
region. Imperialism (the belief that powerful nations are
entitled to conquer new territories to build an empire) was
often achieved through the invasion of lands first occupied
by indigenous peoples. Colonisation (when an area is taken
away from its original people and inhabited by foreign
settlers) usually followed the ‘discovery’ of these ‘new’ lands.

Therefore, when Englishman Lieutenant James Cook charted
the east coast of Australia in 1770, the British were keen to claim
this ‘new land’ to try and prevent their European competitors

THE AIATSIS MAP OF 2 "~ W
INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIA S




claiming it for themselves. Cook claimed the east coast for the
British king, George III, naming it New South Wales. While he
made maps, and observed the local Aboriginal people along the
way, his mission was not to establish settlement in Australia.

Why did the British decide to
colonise Australia?

Five years after Cook’s journey mapping the east coast of 2
Australia, the British colonies in North America rose in
revolution against the British Crown. This was a major

1

concern to Britain. Not only were the American colonies

Remembering and understanding

What were two names previously used by
Europeans for the continent now known as
Australia?

What does ‘terra nullius’ mean and why is
this concept so unsuitable when applied to
the settlement of Australia?

important as a source of trade and taxation—Britain had also Applying and analysing

been transporting its convicts (people convicted of crimes 3 What were the main reasons that Britain
and imprisoned) there because of the severe overcrowding of decided to establish a colony in Australia?
prisons in Britain. With the War of Independence (1775-1783), 4 While historical accounts variously credit

Britain could no longer send convicts to North America.

In 1779, Joseph Banks, the botanist (scientist who studies
plants) who had travelled with Cook to New South Wales,
suggested Australia as an alternative place for transportation.
It was also suggested that the new colony could be a useful
base for British trade interests in the Asia-Pacific region.
Eventually the British government settled on Botany Bay as
the site for a colony, and the British Home Secretary, Lord
Sydney, selected Captain Arthur Phillip of the Royal Navy to
lead the fleet and to be the colony’s first governor.

Terra Nullius and dispossession

The concept of terra nullius (Latin for ‘land belonging to nobody’)

Dutch, Spanish, French and British sailors

with being the earliest Europeans to navigate

parts of the Australian coastline, there is a
theory that Portuguese explorers were in
fact the first Europeans to visit Australia.
Research Christopher de Mendonca
(Portuguese explorer) or the Mahogany Ship
and write a paragraph about the theory that
the Portuguese were the first Europeans to
‘discover’ Australia.

was a principle used by imperialist powers to justify the claiming and
occupation of territories across the world—but it conveniently ignored
the fact that there were people already on the Australian continent.
When James Cook explored the east coast of Australia, he believed
that a treaty with the local inhabitants was unnecessary because
they were so few and showed no sign of European land ‘ownership’,
such as agricultural crops, fenced livestock or permanent houses.
Since he could find no obvious political authority to deal with, Cook
felt justified in claiming the entire landmass of Australia on behalf of
the British Empire. This was despite the fact that he had explored just
a small and very narrow section of the east coast.

On 26 January 1788, with the arrival of the First Fleet, Governor
Arthur Phillip formalised the British colonisation of Australia with

a flag-raising ceremony at Sydney Cove (see Source 3.2.1). This
taking of the traditional owners’ land without any prior agreement
or compensation is referred to as dispossession. New South

Wales Governor Richard Bourke’s proclamation in 1835 that all the
colony’s land was the property of the Crown, and that settlers could
not purchase from or bargain with the Aboriginal people, further
reinforced the legal notion of terra nullius.

EE®] A statue of James Cook, with the
inscription ‘Discovered this territory
1770, stands in Sydney’s Hyde Park. It
has been vandalised several times by
people protesting the celebration of
Australia Day on 26 January.
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EEX] The Founding of Australia. By Captain Arthur Phillip R.N.
Sydney Cove, January 26th 1788, by Algernon Talmage, 1937

The First Fleet

Captain Arthur Phillip and the First Fleet, made up of
eleven ships and approximately 1350 people, arrived in
Australia after a 20 000-kilometre, 3-month-long journey
from Portsmouth, England, via Tenerife in the Canary
Islands, Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) and the Cape of Good Hope
(South Africa). Landing at Botany Bay on 18 January 1788,
it was decided that the area was unsuitable for settlement,
and the fleet moved northwards to a cove in Port Jackson,
landing on 26 January 1788. The new site had everything
the settlers needed: deep water close to the shore, shelter
and fresh water. Phillip named the site Sydney Cove, after
Lord Sydney, the British Home Secretary. Today this date
is celebrated as Australia Day, marking the beginnings of
European settlement. It is the focus of much recent debate,
with opponents labelling it ‘Invasion Day’ in recognition
of the dispossession of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

Early days of the colony

The First Fleet was ill-prepared for settlement, and the

soil around the newly named Sydney Cove was not rich
enough to sustain crops. The new colony relied upon both
the development of farming lands around Parramatta,

25 kilometres to the west, and also on trading food with
local Aboriginal clans. The Second Fleet’s arrival in 1790
assisted with badly needed food and supplies. The Second
Fleet was known as the Death Fleet because 278 of the
convicts and crew died on the voyage. Many convicts aboard
were critically ill and of no use as workers.
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The colony experienced many other difficulties in those
early years. One major problem was the disproportionate
ratio of men to women. There were approximately four men
to every woman, and this caused issues in the settlement
for many years, both in the rate of reproduction needed to
sustain the colony and in the terrible treatment of women.

In the early days of the colony, the relationship between the

British and the local Aboriginal people was mostly peaceful.

Governor Phillip encouraged the interaction between the
two groups which was based on trading for food and water,
and useful tools and materials such as axes and cloth.

Bennelong

Woollarawarre Bennelong was a Wangal man of
the Eora nation. Captain Arthur Phillip captured
Bennelong in 1789 to help him communicate with
the surrounding Aboriginal groups. He was the

first Aboriginal person to reside among the British
settlers, adopting their language, customs and dress
(see Source 3.2.3). He travelled to Britain in 1792,
returning three years later to live once again with his
own people.

EE¥] A 1790 portrait of Woollarawarre Bennelong



His powers of mind were certainly far above
mediocrity. He acquired knowledge, both of our
manners and language, faster than his predecessor ...
He willingly communicated information; sang, danced,
and capered, told us all the customs of his country ...
Love and war seemed his favourite pursuits; in both of
which he had suffered severely.

EEE] The above account of Bennelong was written by
Watkin Tench, a British marine and a member of the First
Fleet. Tench wrote a first-hand account of the voyage and
the subsequent settlement of Sydney.

Unfortunately, many cordial relations became hostile as
the Aboriginal people realised that the land and resources
they depended on were being threatened by the continuing
presence of the colonisers. Between 1790 and 1810,
Aboriginal people of the Eora group in the Sydney area, led
by a warrior called Pemulwuy, fought a campaign of armed
resistance against the colonisers.

The development of the
colony of New South Wales

From 1788 until 1823, the Colony of New South Wales
was a penal colony. This meant that the inhabitants were
mainly convicts, British marines, and their wives and
families. Free settlers started to arrive in 1793, and in 1823
the British government established a Legislative Council
(an early form of parliament) and a Supreme Court.

P

EEX¥] Sydney by John Eyre, 1810

Initially, land was occupied by squatters, settlers who often
became very rich and powerful by claiming the grazing land
with their vast flocks of sheep.

The Port Phillip District

Further south, attempts were being made by the British to
settle in the land now known as Victoria. The first attempt
at settlement was made at present-day Sorrento in 1803,
but the harsh conditions forced the group to move on to
Van Diemen’s Land (now known as Tasmania), where they
eventually settled Hobart in February 1804. The Henty
brothers landed in Portland Bay in 1834, and soon after
John Batman settled on the site of Melbourne in early
1835. The Port Phillip District was officially sanctioned
(authorised) by the British government and the government
in Sydney in 1837, and the first immigrant ships carrying
free settlers arrived at Port Phillip in 1839. In 1851, the
Port Phillip District separated from New South Wales and
became the Colony of Victoria.

The government, realising it needed to regulate the
occupation of land, began to charge the squatters annual
grazing fees. From the 1860s, laws were introduced in
Victoria and New South Wales to allow people to select land
for farming and small-scale use. In this way, much of the
land that had previously been home to Aboriginal people
was parcelled off and occupied by Europeans.
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The Batman treaty

In 1835, John Batman travelled from Van Diemen’s Land
(Tasmania) in search of new pastoral land. He signed a
‘treaty’ with representatives of the Kulin peoples of Victoria
to ‘purchase’ 600 000 acres of land between what is now
Melbourne and the Bellarine Peninsula, near Geelong.

(The Kulin nation is made up of five Aboriginal language
groups living in Victoria: the Wathaurong, the Dja Dja
Wurrung, the Woiwurrung, the Boon Wurrung and the
Taungerong.)

Some historians question the validity of Batman’s ‘treaty’.
Because the Kulin peoples saw themselves as caretakers of
the land, the concept of ownership represented by the treaty
was unfamiliar to them. The people of the Kulin nation did
not have a written culture, so the signing of a document
would also have been foreign to them. Some historians
believe that the representatives of the Kulin nation who
met with Batman were extending a welcome to country to
the visitors, in accordance with their own traditions. To the
Kulin peoples, the treaty did not represent a deal to hand
over their ancestral lands.

Events such as the signing of the Batman treaty led
Governor Bourke to issue his proclamation in 1835 that
all land belonged to the Crown and could not be separately
claimed, taken or purchased from Aboriginal inhabitants
by any settler.

The growth of the Australian
colonies

Between 1788 and 1859, Britain established six Australian
colonies—though one of them, South Australia, was initially
called a province to show that it was not a convict colony
but a place for free immigrants. The six colonies were not
constitutionally connected to each other (this occurred

in 1901 with Federation) but instead were connected

to Britain. Each colony had a parliament, courts and a
constitution, and the laws of each were subject to the laws of
the British Parliament and the British courts.

Did you know?

For many hundreds of years, people in Europe
believed there must be a land in the south of the
world that would balance the known world in the
north. They called this hypothetical land Terra
Australis (Latin for ‘'south land’). As European
explorers began to map this land, gradually the
continent and its true size and shape were revealed.
The British explorer Matthew Flinders popularised
the name ‘Australia’, derived from the earlier Latin
term, in the early 1800s.

EEX] A depiction of Batman's meeting with representatives of the Kulin nation at Merri Creek
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Control of the Northern Territory was
granted to South Australia in 1863.
The Northern Territory was separated
from South Australia in 1911.

QUEENSLAND
The settlement of Brisbane was
founded in 1825. Queensland was
separated from New South Wales in
1859. In 1862 the area of Queensland
was increased.

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Brisbane

SOUTH

AUSTRALIA
The Colony of New South Wales

was founded as a penal colony in
1788 after the landing of the
First Fleet at Sydney Cove.

e NEW SOUTH

The Australian Capital Territory was

Ths new Swan River Colony established in 1911. In 1913 Canberra

was officially proclaimed in 1829.
In 1849 the colony was proclaimed
a British penal settlement and the
first convicts arrived in 1850. s There was a failed attempt at
establishing a penal colony at Sorrento
in 1808. The Henty brothers settled in
Portland Bay in western Victoria in
1834. Melbourne was founded in 1835
at the site of John Batman’s landing.

The British province of South Australia
was established in 1836. In 1842 it
became a Crown colony and in 1861

its area was extended to its present The Colony of Van Diemen’s Land Formerly known as the Port Phillip
boundary. South Australia was never was established in its own right in District, the Colony of Victoria was
a British convict colony. 1825. Its name was officially changed separated from New South Wales
to Tasmania on 1 January 1856. in 1851.

EEX] The foundation of the six Australian colonies and the eventual creation of six states and two territories

Remembering and understanding 4 Why do many historians question the meaning
of the Batman ‘treaty’ to the Aboriginal people
who signed it? Consider the differences in
concepts of land ownership, as well as cultural
differences, between the Aboriginal people and
the Europeans.

1 Why was Port Jackson chosen as the site for
the new settlement?

2 Describe the early years of the settlement
of Sydney and the problems that the young
colony faced.

Applying and analysing Evaluating and creating

3 Watkin Tench'’s description of Bennelong

(see Source 3.2.3) provides an insight into

relations between British and Indigenous

people in the early settlement of New

South Wales.

a How are such sources useful to historians?

b What are the limitations of this source in
understanding this period and the feelings,
attitudes and actions of both European and
Indigenous people?

5 Research the establishment of the Colony of
Victoria (formerly known as the Port Phillip District).
Create a timel ine of ten key historical dates
between 1800 and 1901. Include a brief explanation
for each date and some visuals to illustrate your
timeline. What events are of particular importance
in the history of Victoria? How do you choose
what should be included and what should be left
out? Compare your timeline with a partner's and
discuss the reasons for your choices.
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Impact on Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples

European settlement completely changed the ways of life
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Initially,
Aboriginal people avoided the new settlers; as contact
increased, disease and violence followed. The new arrivals
brought with them diseases such as smallpox and measles
to which the original inhabitants had no resistance.
Smallpox (a contagious viral disease) killed half of the
Aboriginal people in the Sydney area within the first year
of European settlement.
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EEEY Victorian Blacks—Melbourne tribe holding corroboree
dafter seeing ships for the first time (1890s) by Aboriginal artist
Tommy McRae (c.1835-1901)

European and Indigenous views of land use and ownership
were very different. Aboriginal people were dispossessed
from their lands by land grants given to the new settlers.
The Europeans constructed permanent buildings, fenced
large areas of land, farmed huge numbers of animals and
cleared trees for the planting of crops. As the colonies across
Australia expanded, settlers more often came into conflict
with Aboriginal people. The Aboriginal people responded
to the loss of their traditional land by killing the European
livestock for food, which in turn led to reprisals (acts of
retaliation) by the settlers.

Disease

European settlement exposed the Aboriginal people to
diseases to which they had no immunity. These diseases
included influenza, smallpox and tuberculosis. More
Aboriginal people were killed by these diseases than by any
other cause in the early years of European settlement in the
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Port Phillip District. It is probable that smallpox had arrived
in the area of Port Phillip Bay before settlement, brought
there by the beginning of the nineteenth century by sealers
(seal hunters) and whalers who hunted along the coastline
and had interactions with the Aboriginal peoples.

Port Phillip District

The presence of European settlers in the Port
Phillip District (present-day Victoria) after 1835
had major consequences for the Aboriginal
people living there. The most devastating of
these was the introduction of deadly diseases,
but other outcomes included:

* the loss of traditional hunting and ceremonial
grounds

 the destruction of, or separation from, their
usual sources of food

* the damaging changes to their traditional
ways of life.
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EE¥] Map showing Aboriginal groups of Victoria. The
Kulin nation is comprised of the five language groups
in the centre of the map.



Loss of sources of food

The Kulin territory of present-day Victoria consisted of

vast grassy plains. The numerous species of plants with
tubers (thick underground part of the stem) that grew
there were a staple of the Aboriginal diet. The arrival of

the Europeans and the pasturing of tens of thousands of
sheep on these plains quickly lead to the native plant species
being eaten and the delicate soil trampled and eroded by
the livestock. Once destroyed, the native vegetation did not
quickly regenerate.

Changes to lifestyle

As the township of Melbourne grew, it offered an abundant
new source of food for Aboriginal people. Large groups of
Aboriginal people began to gather around the settlement,
on the lookout for gifts of food from the Europeans.

Due to the increasing difficulty of sustaining themselves
with traditional sources of food, Aboriginal people
quickly developed a dependence on European food. The
introduction of ingredients such as flour and sugar to
their diet contributed to their ill health, causing diseases
such as diabetes. Alcohol and tobacco dependence among
Aboriginal people was also an increasing problem.

Loss of culture

With increasing numbers of Europeans taking up land
across the Port Phillip District, it became harder and harder
for Aboriginal people to gain access to the important
cultural sites where they conducted their ritual and spiritual
ceremonies. Around Melbourne, police kept Aboriginal
people from entering what had become private (European)
land. From the 1840s to the 1860s, the remnants of the
Kulin clans tried to create permanent camps within areas
that had meaning for them, but the government broke them
up if they were too close to the town.

Impact of violence and conflict
Violence and conflict between Europeans and Aboriginal
people occurred across Australia, including the well-known
massacre of Aboriginal people at Myall Creek in New South
Wales in 1838. A group of European settlers tied up a group
of Wirrayaraay people and murdered them, later burning
their bodies. Reports indicate that at least twenty-eight
bodies were sighted, but the final death toll has never been
confirmed. The Myall Creek massacre was different from
other massacres of Indigenous people because seven British
subjects were tried, convicted and hanged for their part in
the murders. As a result, many European settlers became
even more opposed to Aboriginal people, and later crimes
were more carefully hidden from the authorities.
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EEX] The Avengers (c. 1869) by S.T. Gill shows Europeans creeping up to ambush a camp of Aboriginal people

Frontier violence

Mass murders of Aboriginal people by non-Indigenous
people occurred at many sites across the colonies, and were
recorded as late as the 1920s, including the Forrest River
massacre in Western Australia in 1926. The early years of
settlement in the Port Phillip District were no different. The
number of Aboriginal people killed in the frontier period in
Victoria (prior to the gold rushes of the 1850s) is uncertain
but some historians state that it could easily be between
1000 and 2000. There are 105 documented cases of conflict
in the western district of Victoria that resulted in Aboriginal
deaths. In several incidents Europeans also were killed,

but the ratio of Aboriginal deaths to European deaths

was as high as thirteen to one. In many of these episodes
Europeans started the conflicts, often as retribution for the
killing of a European or (more commonly) the stealing of
stock by Aboriginal people for food.

The Faithfull massacre

One of the most terrible and least understood events that
occurred in the Port Phillip District was the Faithfull
massacre (also referred to as the Battle of Broken River)
and its aftermath. The conflict took place in the north-
east of the Port Phillip District near Benalla in April 1838.
Historians have found it very difficult to piece together
exactly what happened because only European accounts
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of the conflict exist, and much of what occurred went
undocumented or was kept quiet.

A group of unsupervised convicts driving stock from

New South Wales for the Faithfull brothers crossed paths
with a gathering of Aboriginal people. There had been
increasing reports of Aboriginal violence towards Europeans
across the district as a response to European settlement,
so it is likely that both parties were nervous and on edge.
The Aboriginal group was preparing for ceremonies, and
in a violent clash (it is unknown how or why it started),
eight of Faithfull’s men, and possibly one Aboriginal man,
were killed. Following this incident, however, there were
revenge attacks by Europeans on local Aboriginal groups.

Near this site on Wednesday, April 11, 1838, eighteen
of George and William Faithfull's men were attacked
and their drays [horses] were plundered [stolen]

by Aborigines. Eight of the Faithfulls’ men and one
Aborigine died.

Erected by the Benalla and District Historical Society
EEXd The inscription on the memorial stone placed near

the presumed site of the Faithfull massacre, near Benalla, in
north-eastern Victoria



These attacks resulted in the deaths of many—some say up
to 100—Aboriginal people. Much later, George Faithfull,
who was in one of these revenge parties, admitted to firing
his double-barrelled shotgun more than sixty times into
groups of attacking Aboriginal people.

Europeans and the
environment

As the new settlements grew, settlers began to explore further
afield in search of grazing and pastoral land. The effects of
settlement on the environment have been diverse, long-lasting
and extremely damaging. The introduction of sheep and cattle
to grasslands led to erosion. The hard hooves of livestock
compacted the soil, restricting the growth of native species of
plants, particularly grasses. The introduction of exotic species
(non-native animals) diminished native vegetation and led to
the local extinction of some animal species. Cats and foxes prey
on small native animals, and rabbits destroy pastures, both by
burrowing and consuming the plant species.

The clearing of forests changed the face of Australia. The
demand for timber in Victoria during the gold rush period
of the 1850s—for buildings, constructing mine shafts, as
fuel to burn—caused the destruction of vast areas of old-
growth forest. This led to increased soil erosion, degraded
water quality in streams and the loss of habitat. Aboriginal
people were no longer able to maintain their traditional fire
management of the natural environment. Without fire-
stick farming, the vegetation across Australia changed, and
grasslands were replaced with dense scrub that was of no
use to animals.

Acclimatisation Societies

Many new settlers wanted to make their new home in
Australia more like their old home in Europe. One way they
could achieve this was by importing plants and animals
from the old country. The Acclimatisation Societies were
groups of people who joined together in the mid-1800s to
bring in plants and animals from Britain and elsewhere, to
‘improve’ the Australian environment. By 1900, hundreds
of new plant species had been introduced by European
settlers. While some species, such as wheat and other grains,
have become important crops, many introduced plants have
become invasive and some are now a major threat to the
native landscape.

The rabbit did not take long to become a pest in Australia.
Rabbits contribute to soil erosion through excessive grazing
of native flora. They destroy crops and boost the numbers
of feral foxes and cats by providing them with a reliable
food source. Other introduced species such as sheep and
cattle have had an impact on the environment, but have
also provided an important source of income for the nation
through products such as wool, meat and milk.

Sir,--Amongst the numerous ways proposed to destroy
rabbits there is one | have not seen mentioned, and
that is to turn out domestic cats amongst them.

These cats increase very rapidly in a wild state ... The
cost of collecting cats in Melbourne ... and sending
them to the rabbit country will, | am sure, be small in
comparison to the good they will do if sent there.

EEX] A letter to the editor of The Australasian, March 1881,
suggesting a solution to deal with the rabbit problem. This
solution became popular through the second half of the
nineteenth century in Australia but it did not achieve its
aims—and led to more environmental problems.

Remembering and understanding

1 Identify three major ways that European
settlement affected Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.

2 Read the plaque in Source 3.3.5. What
aspects of the Faithfull massacre are
not mentioned on this plaque? Whose
perspective is missing?

Applying and analysing

3 The introduction of exotic species of flora and
fauna to Australia by European settlers had
a devastating effect on native species and
the environment in general. How does the
letter to the editor in Source 3.3.6 demonstrate

early settlers’ lack of understanding about
Australia’s fragile environment?

Evaluating and creating

4 Research the history of conflict and violence
between Europeans and Aboriginal people
in eastern Australia by visiting the Colonial
Frontier Massacres in Eastern Australia
1788-1872 page on the University of
Newcastle website: search for the
‘colonial massacres map'.

« Explore the website. Focus on the interactive
map and the interactive timeline.

* Read the material on the ‘Introduction’
page. How have the historians involved
in this mapping project assembled their
data? What sources did they use?
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&7 Gold, the Eureka Stockade and the
growth of Marvellous Melbourne

The discovery of gold in
Australia

In 1851, Edward Hargraves discovered gold near Bathurst

in New South Wales. He had spent time on the Californian
goldfields in the United States of America, and noted that
Australia had similar geological features to California.
Hargraves believed this meant that gold would be plentiful
in Australia as well. In a few years, Hargraves was proved
right—in a big way. The discovery of enormous quantities of
gold across Australia (except for South Australia) radically
changed the economic and social conditions of the nation.

The gold rushes

Over 370000 immigrants arrived in Australia in 1852 alone,
providing a huge boost to the economy and changing the
way society was structured almost overnight. Many of

these immigrants came in search of gold. During the
1850s Victoria produced more than a third of the world’s
gold output. In only two years the colony’s population
increased from 77000 to 540 000. Because so many people
were travelling to and from the goldfields, the 1850s

also witnessed the construction of the first railway and
the operation of the first telegraphs (which transmitted
messages over long distances).

Changing social order

The sudden influx of people and wealth from the start of
the gold rush had a dramatic impact on the way colonial
society was structured. The painting Digger’s Wedding in
Melbourne by ST. Gill from 1869 (see Source 3.4.1) captures
the spirit of the age, where ordinary people sometimes
struck immediate wealth on the goldfields. At first glance
we see a picture of a couple and their friends celebrating in
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Digger’s Wedding in Melbourne, 1869, by S.T. Gill
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their finery while sipping champagne in an impressive horse-
drawn carriage. But this painting was actually designed to
show something more. By identifying the party as ‘diggers’,
the artist was also revealing how much the gold rushes had
turned society on its head, creating an environment where
the previously poor (and less educated and less respectable)
members of society suddenly had power after striking it
rich. For many of the conservative ‘respectable’ members
of society, this was a terrifying prospect, threatening what
had once been their unquestionable position at the top of
colonial society, and therefore their power and influence.
The rules that everyone had lived by for generations were
changing, and you no longer needed to have been born into
the upper classes to be wealthy and powerful.

People from all over the world

The Australian gold rushes brought a huge influx of people
with a range of different skills and professions. Most of
these new arrivals were British, Scottish, Irish, Welsh and
Chinese (see Source 3.4.3). There were also New Zealanders,
Americans, French, Italian, German, Polish and Hungarian
people. In 1861, Chinese immigrants made up 3.3 per

cent of the Australian population, still the highest level

it has ever been. According to historical records, of the
approximately 40000 Chinese people who came to Australia,
only a handful were women. Most of the Chinese diggers
were under contract to businessmen who had paid for their
passage to Australia. Once on the goldfields, they worked
until their debt was paid off.

EX®1 A Chinese gravestone in the Old Ballarat Cemetery
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EXE] Immigrants to Australia between 1851 and 1860.
During this period, 60% of all immigrants to Australia went to
the Colony of Victoria. In addition to those mentioned in the
graph, people from Germany, Italy and North America also
made the journey in search of gold.

The presence of Chinese people in Australia led to racial
tensions and sometimes spilled over into acts of racism
and violence. The worst violence against Chinese miners
occurred at the Lambing Flats camp in central New South
Wales. European diggers were angry about the Chinese
presence (and jealous that the Chinese miners’ hard work
often resulted in success) and a number of riots took place.
The most serious riot occurred on 14 July 1861, when
approximately 2000 European diggers attacked the Chinese
miners. Although they tried to get away from the aggressive
mob, over 250 Chinese miners were badly injured and most
lost all of their belongings. Although most Chinese gold
miners returned to China once the gold rushes began to
slow, many died on the goldfields, and Chinese graves can be
found scattered throughout the old gold towns of Victoria.

The Eureka Stockade

Law and order was maintained on Victoria’s Ballarat
goldfields by the Gold Commission’s police force. All
miners needed to have a valid licence to legally work on the
goldfields. Many miners felt angry at having to pay money
for an activity that was often all hard work with no reward.
The diggers (miners) also believed that the authorities

did little to provide services for people on the goldfields,
and thought that the police were corrupt, favouring some
people and discriminating against others. In 1854 the new
governor, Charles Hotham, set up licence checks twice a
week to enforce the licensing laws. Tensions began to boil
over as opposition to the licences increased.
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Timeline to rebellion

11 November

29 November

30 November

10000 diggers meet to demand the release
of some miners who had been arrested. The
gathering calls for the abolition of the mining
licence and the vote for all men. (At the time,
only wealthy people and landowners had any
say in the colony’s Parliament.)

A larger meeting takes place. The diggers

display their Eureka flag (see Source 3.4.4)
and publicly burn their mining licences. In
response, the Gold Commissioner orders a
licence hunt for the following day.

Another mass burning of licences takes

place at a meeting on Bakery Hill Under the
leadership of Peter Lalor, the diggers march to
the Eureka diggings (named after the Eureka
gold lead), where they build a rough stockade.
The stockade consists of a makeshift wooden
barricade about an acre in size. Inside the
stockade, around 500 diggers take an oath on

the Eureka flag, and over the following two days

they gather weapons to defend the stockade.

Police troopers, along with professional
soldiers who have been brought to Ballarat
to support them, launch an attack on the
stockade early in the morning. The diggers
are outnumbered and the battle is over in
20 minutes. Twenty-two diggers and five
troops are killed. Peter Lalor escapes the
scene with a badly injured arm (which will
later need to be amputated).

Martial law (when authorities use military
power to control society) is declared.

A commission into the goldfields is appointed
the next day. Thirteen diggers are committed
for trial, but all will be acquitted (found not
guilty) in February 1855.
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EX™] The remains of the Eureka Flag, currently displayed at
the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka (MADE) in
Ballarat. Damage caused by insects and from people taking
pieces of the flag as souvenirs mean that 40% of the flag

is missing. The flag was based on the constellation of the
Southern Cross. The Southern Cross flag has since been
used in Australia as a symbol of protest by organisations and
individuals of all political beliefs.
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Lawlor « Black,

LATE OF BALLAARAT,

Did on or about the 13th day of November last, at that place, use certain
TREASONABLE AND SEDITIOUS LANGUAGE,

And incite Men to take up Arma, with a view to make war against
Our Sovereign Lady the QuEeN:
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EXX] After the Eureka Stockade, the government offered a
reward for the leaders of the rebellion. Peter Lalor's name is
incorrectly spelt ‘Lawlor’ in the poster, which suggests the
correct pronunciation of Lalor.



E¥YX] The battle at the Eureka Stockade, as depicted in Eureka Stockade Riot, Ballarat by J.B. Henderson, 1854

The legacy of the Eureka rebellion
In March 1855, the Gold Fields Commission handed

down its report. The government adopted all of its
recommendations and all of the diggers’ demands were met.
The miners no longer had to pay a monthly fee, but instead
were only taxed on the amount of gold they found. The gold
licence, which had cost miners £1 per month, was abolished
and replaced by a miner’s right, costing £1 per year. The
miner’s right gave diggers the right to mine gold and the
right to vote in elections for Parliament. The hated Gold
Commission was replaced by a system of mining wardens,
which made administration of the goldfields fairer and
more just.

As a consequence of Eureka, Ballarat miners were given eight
representatives on the Legislative Council of Parliament,
and in 1855 Peter Lalor became the first Member of the
Legislative Council (the Colony of Victoria’s Upper House)
for the seat of Ballarat. He went on to have a long career in
politics.

The Eureka rebellion is considered by many historians to
be the birthplace of Australian democracy, because the key
outcomes of the uprising were freedom of speech, the right
to vote and a commitment to political equality. The Eureka
rebellion is unique in Australian history because it is the
only example of armed rebellion that has led to reform of
unfair laws and conditions.

Marvellous Melbourne

Melbourne began its existence as an illegal settlement on the
banks of the Yarra River when a group from Van Diemen’s
Land (Tasmania), led by John Batman, crossed Bass Strait

in May 1835 in search of new pastures for their livestock.

It was illegal because the British government maintained

strict controls over settlements and access to land at the
time. Batman, representing a group of pastoralists called
the Port Phillip Association, claimed that he had signed

a treaty with Aboriginal leaders to access the land. Three
months later another group of settlers from Van Diemen’s
Land, a party organised by John Pascoe Fawkner, entered the
Yarra River and established the first permanent settlement.
The Governor of New South Wales, Richard Bourke, called
Batman’s treaty illegal and declared the settlers to be
trespassers, but after just two years, more than 350 people
and 55000 sheep had moved into the new settlement. The
tide of progress, and the steady rise in population that
followed, could not be halted.

The gold boom

The discovery of vast reserves of gold across Victoria in
1851, and the boom that quickly followed, brought rapid
progress and also problems to the town. Melbourne’s
wharves were constantly busy with the arrival of cargo and
new migrants. Melbourne grew from a sleepy community
of 50000 in 1850 to a mature city of over 125000 people
by 1861, complete with gas street lighting, piped water and
well-planned city streets.

As reflected in Source 3.4.1, gold had turned society upside
down. The painting captures the spirit of the age, where
ordinary people sometimes found immediate wealth on
the goldfields. Social status was no longer reliant on being
a land owner or having noble birth—now it could be be
instantly achieved with wealth. The authorities of the new
colony feared the social disorder that could result.

Magnificent official buildings such as the Customs
House, Post Office, Treasury and Parliament House were
constructed using the new wealth from the goldrush to
project the power and authority of the government.
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By 1880, the merchants of Melbourne had created a
commercial centre that was the envy of Australia. In just a few
decades the population had exploded to over half a million
people. Citizens of all classes were proud of their city, and the
enormous wealth generated from Victoria’s goldfields had
spread to a large part of Melbourne’s population.

In 1885 British journalist George Sala wrote that he found
Melbourne ‘a really astonishing city, with broad streets

full of handsome shops and crowded with bustling well-
dressed people’. He noted that the gold rushes had enabled
the people of the colony to make Melbourne ‘what she is,
magnificent and marvellous.’

It wasn’t only the very rich who prospered. Many of the
better tradesmen benefited from the boom and moved
upwards on the social ladder. With the shortage of skilled
labourers they could demand more money and better
working conditions.

Did you know?

Names originally proposed for the settlement
included Bearbrass and Batmania. On a visit in
March 1837, Governor Bourke decided to name
the city Melbourne after the British Prime Minister
William Lamb, the second Viscount of Melbourne,
who lived in the village of Melbourne in England.

‘Smellbourne’

In other ways, Melbourne was less than marvellous. In
the 1880s, without a proper sewerage system (work did
not begin until 1891), human urine and faeces flowed
through the streets in open gutters. Diseases such as
diphtheria and typhoid were common. Critics rechristened
the city ‘Smellbourne’, and people attacked the less
appealing consequences of the city’s growth such as
larrikinism (rebellious and disrespectful behaviour),
bad manners and a seemingly all-consuming obsession
with sport.

Not marvellous for all

Victoria’s population was overwhelmingly Anglo-
European, and people who were not of European heritage
were disadvantaged. This included Chinese people and
Aboriginal people. There were close to 1000 Chinese people
living in Melbourne in 1880 but few of them enjoyed

the benefits of the city. As in other parts of Australia, the
general population believed that the Chinese should leave
the country. Aboriginal people also did not benefit from
the improved social and financial situation in Melbourne.
Only two Indigenous people were recorded as living within
Melbourne and its suburbs in 1877.

The Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne, 1880 by Joseph Reed
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Remembering and understanding

1 a Whois credited with having discovered gold
in Australia?
b What year was gold discovered?
2 What different nationalities from across the
world did the Australian gold rushes attract?

Applying and analysing
3 Analyse the painting in Source 3.4.1.
a How has the artist depicted the group?
b What are they doing?
¢ Why might this scene have offended
and frightened ‘respectable’ members of
Melbourne society?
4 How can it be claimed that the events at the
Eureka Stockade led to the birth of Australian

democracy? Consider the changes that were
made as a consequence of the rebellion.

EX¥] The Parliament of Victoria in Spring Street is a legacy of ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ and the economic boom of the Gold Rush

Evaluating and creating

5 Research Melbourne’s International Exhibition

in 1880-81 or its Centennial International

Exhibition in 1888-89.

a What was the purpose of these events?

b Identify the types of displays that were
presented and the aspects of colonial life
that were celebrated.

As well as their political and social

consequences, the gold rushes in Victoria

also transformed the environment. Explore the

ways in which gold mining activities altered
the landscape and affected the local Aboriginal
peoples’ ways of life. Prepare a presentation
that outlines and illustrates these changes.
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Women in Australian history

Settler women played a central and critical role in the life
and growth of colonial Australia, as both convicts and free
settlers. As well as mothers, wives, sisters and daughters,
they were workers and business owners, nurses, teachers,
farmers, missionaries and nuns, artists, writers, naturalists,
community and charity workers and advocates for social
change. Women also played an active part in key historical
events, including at the Eureka Stockade.

However, the role and experiences of European women

in colonial Australia have traditionally been overlooked,
both by contemporary observers and historians. Our
understanding of their experiences, stories and perspectives
has been greatly limited as a result. It is also important

to recognise that while European women have often been
overlooked in Australian colonial history, the stories of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are almost
non-existent.

Women's stories from
colonial Australia

As the Port Phillip District population grew through the
1830s, free settlers as well as convicts were sent to Victoria
to help ease a labour shortage. As had been the case in the
early years of the Sydney settlement, men outnumbered
women by approximately seven to one, and as a result

women were often placed in vulnerable positions in the new

settler society.
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Most of the women in the early days of the Port Phillip
District were unmarried free settlers, who were needed as
house servants and for other domestic duties. As single
women, they needed to support themselves financially. If
they fell pregnant or lost their jobs, there were not many
safety nets to assist them. Society at the time viewed
unmarried mothers as immoral. The women were blamed
for their own predicament and got very little sympathy.
Many women who experienced misfortune ended up living
on the streets, forced into prostitution or relying on on
charitable organisations to survive.

A woman’s perspective of the
goldfields

Published in 1853, Ellen Clacy’s A Lady’s Visit to the Gold
Diggings of Australia in 1852-53 offers a rich account of

life in colonial Victoria from a woman’s perspective (see
Source 3.5.2). She describes the scene in Melbourne, which
had begun to boom with the discovery of gold. Her stories
focus on European settlers and make only passing references
to Aboriginal people and other non-Europeans. Most of
Clacy’s account describes her journey to and from the
goldfields north-west of Melbourne, past Mount Macedon
and Kyneton (and lurking bushrangers) to life on the
diggings at Forest Creek (near Castlemaine).

EXXEY The Girls the Diggers Left Behind, and What They Had to Do, by William Strutt. Artwork depicting women in colonial

Australia is rare.
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all nations, classes, and costumes are represented
there. Chinamen, with pigtails and loose trowsers;
Aborigines, with a solitary blanket flung over them;
Vandemonian [Tasmanian] pickpockets, with cunning
eyes and light fingers ... the successful digger in his
blue serge [type of fabric] shirt ... to the fashionably-
attired, newly-arrived ‘gent’ from London, who stares
around him in amazement and disgust.

Whilst in Victoria, | met with a great variety of
emigrants, and | was much struck by the great
success that seems to have attended on almost all of
those who came out under the auspices [support or
guidance] of Mrs. Chisholm. No one in England can
fully appreciate the benefits her unwearied exertions
have conferred upon the colonies. | have met many
of the matrons of her ships, and not only do they
themselves seem to have made their way in the world,
but the young females who were under their care
during the voyage appear to have done equally well.

EX¥] Extracts from Ellen Clacy’s A Lady'’s Visit to the Gold
Diggings of Australia in 1852-53

Caroline Chisholm (1808-1877)

The Mrs Chisholm in Ellen Clacy’s account is Caroline
Chisholm, who was born in England in 1808. She arrived

in Australia in 1838 and set up a home in Sydney for other
women who had emigrated. Much of Chisholm’s work
focused on improving life on the ships that brought people

to Australia. She started a loans scheme to bring poor

children and families to Australia, and worked to reunite
convict families who had been separated when a parent was
transported to Australia, leaving their children alone in Britain.

After gold was discovered in Victoria in 1851, the colony
experienced a large influx of immigrants both from other
Australian colonies and from overseas. Chisholm recognised
that such a massive upheaval in population would place

a great strain on support services for the diggers and

their families, and she created programs for affordable
accommodation on the way to the diggings. In November
1854, Chisholm wrote to the Chief Secretary’s Department,
seeking government support for her proposal to construct
ten shelter sheds along the route to Castlemaine. The sheds
were erected at Essendon, Keilor, Keilor Plains, The Gap
(near Sunbury), Gisborne, Black Forest, Woodend,
Carlsruhe, Malmsbury and Elphinstone in 1855. Chisholm’s
recommendation that people be charged 1 shilling (equal

to 12 pence) for a bed and 2 pence for a meal can be better
understood when you consider that a loaf of bread cost

7 shillings in Melbourne in 1851.

EXE] Portrait of Caroline Chisholm by Thomas Fairland, 1852

| beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the great want
of accommodation along the line of Road for the wives
and families of Diggers, as well as all newly arrived
Immigrants who may wish to make their way into the
interior in search of more profitable employment than
they can find in Melbourne. If some more reasonable
mode were adopted ... we should not have so many
wives and families left as they are now unprotected,

or hear complaints from the unemployed walking the
streets of Melbourne. | propose therefore to attempt to
remedy this evil by establishing respectable Homes
along the line of Road where for 1/- [1 shilling] per

night Beds could be procured by Travellers and for 2d.
[2 pence] each meal they should have conveniences for
cooking, the use of crockery and a sheltered place for
taking their meals seperate [sic] from their Bed rooms.
These Encampments | would propose to have at such
distances from each other that females could walk from
one to the other without fatigue ...

EXXA Letter from Caroline Chisholm to the Chief Secretary’s
Department, 1854. Note the use of [sic] to acknowledge
the spelling error—'seperate’ instead of ‘separate’. This is a
common device used in extracts and quotes.

Held in high regard

As we can see from Clacy’s account, Chisholm and her work
were well-known in the Australian colonies. Newspaper
accounts and letters to the editor from the time show how
highly she was regarded in the community.
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Her strength lies in her practical common sense and
undeviating [unchanging] truthfulness. She never
allows herself to be carried away by the temptation to
say something fine ... or witty ... It is these qualities—
enthusiastic yet practical ... far sighted and sanguine
[optimistic], yet patient and laborious—that have united
all parties ... in her favour, and enable her to live down
calumny [false statements about someone, slander] ...

EXE] Extract from an article published in the Sydney
Morning Herald, Tuesday 18 April 1854

Aboriginal women in
colonial Australia

Historical references to individual Aboriginal women

in colonial Australia are exceedingly rare. The general
attitude among European settlers at the time was that
Aboriginal people were inferior. Aboriginal women were
treated especially badly from the earliest days of European
colonisation, when sealers, whalers and fishermen at
times forcibly abducted, raped and abused them. Since
settlement—and as recently as the mid-twentieth century—
Aboriginal women and girls were separated from their
families and employed as poorly paid domestic servants in
conditions often not much better than slavery.

Most settlers believed that Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples would become extinct before too long.
History, of course, shows that this was not the case—
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples survived the
colonial period and remain the longest surviving cultures
on Earth.

Trugernanner (c.1812-1876)

Perhaps one of the best known Aboriginal women from
the colonial era was Trugernanner (Truganini), who was
misleadingly called the ‘last Tasmanian’ Aboriginal woman.
Trugernanner’s mother was killed by sailors, her uncle

was shot by a soldier, her sister was abducted by sealers,
and the young man she was going to marry was murdered.
Trugernanner was a member of the Flinders Island
settlement of Aboriginal people, who had been forcibly
removed from the island of Tasmania.

Although Trugernanner was only small in build, she was a
courageous woman—a negotiator and spokesperson for her
people, who proudly maintained her traditional way of life.
In December 1878, Trugernanner’s body was exhumed by
the Royal Society of Tasmania and placed in the Tasmanian
Museum, where it was on public display between 1904

and 1947.
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EXXd Truganini: Full-face portrait, C.AWoolley, 1866

In their words

Much of what historians know about the lives of Aboriginal
women in Victoria in the colonial era comes from their letters
to colonial officials or their responses to government inquiries,
which have been recorded and kept in archives. In Victoria

in the second half of the nineteenth century, the rapidly
diminishing Aboriginal population was forcibly relocated to
missions and reserves across Victoria (see Source 3.5.7).

The living conditions on these stations were increasingly a
source of concern for the wider non-Indigenous population,
many of whom sympathised with the suffering of the
Aboriginal people and supported better conditions for the
people living on missions and reserves.
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The main Aboriginal reserves and missions in colonial
Victoria in the late 1800s

Caroline Morgan

Caroline Morgan was born around 1848 into the Loddon
tribe. She moved to Coranderrk, an Aboriginal reserve near
Healesville (one of the eight main Aboriginal reserves in
Victoria) as a young woman. She is known to have had at
least ten children, four of whom died during childhood.

In November 1881, Caroline Morgan gave evidence at
a royal commission inquiry into the management of
Coranderrk station.

Remembering and understanding

1 What were some of the effects on women of
the disproportionate number of men in early
colonial Australia?

2 Why was Caroline Chisholm held in such high
esteem by her fellow citizens?

3 In what ways is her work remembered today?

Applying and analysing

4 Why do you think that the roles and
experiences of women in the past have been
neglected by traditional historical accounts?

5 Identify the colonial attitudes that were held by
Europeans towards Aboriginal people that are

illustrated by the story of Trugernanner’s life
and death.

An extract of Morgan’s evidence is given in Source 3.5.8. She
mentions the Stricklands, who were the Christian missionary
managers of Coranderrk at the time. Captain Page was then
secretary and inspector of the Board for the Protection of
Aborigines, a government body that regulated every aspect of
the lives of Aboriginal people and caused much suffering with
its policies.

This is my evidence. Coranderrk, November 16th 1881.
| have asked Mrs. Strickland for a pair of blankets

for my sick boy. She told me that she must write to
Captain Page first. Then | told her, must my little boy
be perishing with the cold till you get a letter from Mr.
Captain Page? She told me she had orders only to give
a pair of blankets for every hut. Then | told her, what
must | do then, | have three beds? Then she told me
that she did not know.

When my poor sick boy was very bad he was longing
for eggs; so my husband tried in the neighbourhood
and could not get any; so my sick boy was dying. He
asked Mr. Strickland to send to Mr. Captain Page for
some eggs; so Mr. Strickland said he would see. So
when Mr. Strickland came up and visited him, the

sick boy asked him again about the eggs, and Mr.
Strickland said, ‘Well, my boy, if | send to Captain Page
he would laugh at me for the idea of sending for eggs
to town from up country.

EXX] Statement of Caroline Morgan to a royal commission into
the management of Coranderrk station in November 1881, from
Letters from Aboriginal Women of Victoria 1867-1926

Evaluating and creating

6 Research the system of Aboriginal reserves
and missions that was established in colonial
Victoria.

a Why was this system created?

b Who ran this system?

¢ What effects did this system have on
Aboriginal society and cultures?

d How did the Aboriginal people who
inhabited these stations respond?

e Write a research report that focuses on one
of the reserves or missions (perhaps one
located nearest to where you live).
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&l A growing sense of nationalism
and identity

By the late 1880s, the majority of people living in the A common theme expressed in nationalist art, music
Australian colonies had been born there, although over and writing in the late nineteenth century was the bush

90 per cent were of British and Irish origin. Most thought myth, which positioned Australians as tough, intelligent,

of themselves as Australian Britons, and while many were pioneering people who had carved a unique civilisation out
fiercely proud nationalists (people who believe their country of the bush. In reality, even at the end of the nineteenth

is superior to others), they still felt deep loyalty to Britain and century Australia was one of the most urbanised societies in
the British Empire. Some more radical nationalists, however, the world.

advocated that Australia should be independent from Britain,

saying that Australia represented a chance to leave the Old Australian impreSSionism

World and its inequality and class divisions behind. The Heidelberg School of Australian painting, inspired by
the European impressionist movement, emerged in the
1880s. These artists were among the first to demonstrate

a distinctive Australian style and deal with distinctive
Australian themes. Previously, artists had painted the
landscapes of Australia through a romantic European lens—
either unwilling or unable to depict the very different flora,
fauna and light that typified Australian landscapes. Artists
such as Tom Roberts, Arthur Streeton, Charles Conder and
Frederick McCubbin reflected the distinctive Australian
national identity that was emerging towards the end of the
nineteenth century.

Although they are not as well known, female painters were
also part of this emergence of new artistic expression,
including Clara Southern, Jane Price, Jane Sutherland, May
Vale and Elizabeth Parsons.

Bailed Up by Tom Roberts perfectly captures Australia’s
summer heat. Roberts painted it in 1895, 30 years after the
hold-up of a Cobb & Co coach it was based on.

EX¥] Arthur

: Streeton’s The

*  National Game
from 1889 depicts
Australian Rules

= football
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EXE A Holiday at Mentone
by Charles Conder (1888)
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EXXA The Pioneer by Frederick McCubbin (1904)
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Australian literature

Like their painting contemporaries, writers Henry Lawson
(1867-1922) and Banjo Paterson (1864-1941) celebrated

the Australian values of resourcefulness, independence and
egalitarianism (the idea that all people are equal and deserve
equal rights and opportunities) in their stories and poems.
Like the Heidelberg School painters, they emphasised how a
life in the bush had forged these distinctly Australian traits.

Henry Lawson (1867-1922)

Henry Lawson was born in 1867 on the Grenfell goldfields
in New South Wales. His father was a miner and his mother,
Louisa, was an early advocate of women’s rights.

By the 1890s, Henry Lawson had established his reputation

as a short-story writer and poet with “The Drover’s Wife’ and
‘Up the Country’. Lawson was a frequent writer for the Sydney
newspaper The Bulletin, which was known as a champion of
egalitarianism, unionism and Australian nationalism. His
writing in The Bulletin helped create the image of the Australian
bushman as the perfect example of national values. Lawson
wrote about the bush life that he knew, often with a sense of
pessimism, attacking the typical idealised view of the bush.

Sons of the South, awake! arise!

Sons of the South, and do.

Banish from under your bonny skies

Those old-world errors and wrongs and lies.
Making a hell in a Paradise

That belongs to your sons and you.

Sons of the South, make choice between

(Sons of the South, choose true),

The Land of Morn and the Land of E'en,

The Old Dead Tree and the Young Tree Green,
The Land that belongs to the lord and the Queen,
And the Land that belongs to you.

Sons of the South, your time will come—

Sons of the South, ‘tis near—

The ‘Signs of the Times', in their language dumb,
Fortell it, and ominous whispers hum

Like sullen sounds of a distant drum,

In the ominous atmosphere.

Sons of the South, aroused at last!

Sons of the South are few!

But your ranks grow longer and deeper fast,
And ye shall swell to an army vast,

And free from the wrongs of the North and Past
The land that belongs to you.

EXX ‘A Song of the Republic’ by Henry Lawson appeared in
The Bulletin in 1887. It captures the awakening of patriotism
and nationalism in Australian society and is an early
expression of an Australian national identity.
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EXXd Henry Lawson painted by John Longstaff, 1900

A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson (1864-1941)

Andrew Barton Paterson, known as ‘Banjo’, was born in
1864 in Orange, New South Wales. As well as writing poetry,
Paterson was a solicitor, journalist, war correspondent and
soldier in World War I. He was a contemporary of Lawson,
but Paterson’s poetry, such as ‘The Man from Snowy

River’ and ‘Clancy of the Overflow’, depicted a far more
romantic version of Australian bush life, celebrating the
horsemanship and outdoor skills of Australian men. The
song ‘Waltzing Matilda’, which he wrote in 1895, is arguably
his most famous work.

A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson



There was movement at the station, for the word had passed around
That the colt from old Regret had got away,

And had joined the wild bush horses—he was worth a thousand pound,
So all the cracks had gathered to the fray.

All the tried and noted riders from the stations near and far

Had mustered at the homestead overnight,

For the bushmen love hard riding where the wild bush horses are,
And the stock-horse snuffs the battle with delight.

EXX] Extract from ‘The Man from Snowy River’ by Banjo Paterson

Paterson’s poem ‘The Geebung Polo Club’ illustrated the humour
and the spirit of larrikinism that were also becoming associated
with the Australian character.

It was somewhere up the country, in a land of rock and scrub,
That they formed an institution called the Geebung Polo Club.
They were long and wiry natives from the rugged mountain side,
And the horse was never saddled that the Geebungs couldn’t ride;
But their style of playing polo was irregular and rash—

They had mighty little science, but a mighty lot of dash:

And they played on mountain ponies that were muscular and strong,
Though their coats were quite unpolished,

and their manes and tails were long.

And they used to train those ponies wheeling cattle in the scrub:
They were demons, were the members of the Geebung Polo Club.

EXX] Extract from ‘The Geebung Polo Club’ by Banjo Paterson

Remembering and understanding
1 What myth lay at the heart of the emerging

sense of Australian identity in the late
nineteenth century?

Identify four of the painters who belonged to the
Heidelberg School of Australian impressionist
painters.

Applying and analysing

3 Closely analyse each of the paintings shown in

sources 3.6.1 to 3.6.4. Which groups in society
are depicted in these scenes? Who is left out
of them? How is this information important in
identifying what views and values were held by
the artists?

Read ‘A Song of the Republic’ by Henry Lawson
in Source 3.6.5.

a What might the ‘old-world errors and
wrongs and lies’ be?

b Which lines hint at Lawson’s republican
(democratic) streak?

¢ Which major group in society is overlooked
in this poem?

Evaluating and creating

5

Imagine it is your job to promote colonial
Australia. The colonial authorities want
people from overseas to be aware of the
Australian landscape and its people’s abilities,
character and values. Create a poster or
digital presentation that uses the words of
Banjo Paterson, together with one (or several)
paintings of the Heidelberg School, to use in
your promotional campaign.
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Ned Kelly: Fast Facts

* Born Edward ‘Ned’ Kelly in June
1855 in Beveridge, Victoria

* The eldest son of John ‘Red’ Kelly
and Ellen Quinn's eight children

* Growing up, he was often in
trouble with the law, charged
with assault and theft

* The Kelly and Quinn families saw
themselves as victims of police
persecution; members of both
families had extensive criminal
records

* He saved another boy from
drowning when he was a child, for
which he was awarded a green silk
sash in recognition of his bravery

» His famous last words ‘Such is
life" were probably never uttered;
according to some sources, his
final words were more like ‘Ah
well, I suppose it has come to
this’

* Hanged in Melbourne Gaol on
11 November 1880

Death of Constable Scanlon by Sidney Nolan (1946). Nolan painted a whole series of Ned

Kelly works. He described the Kelly saga as ‘a story arising out of the bush and ending in the bush’.

How Ned became an outlaw

On 15 April 1878, a police trooper named Fitzpatrick went
to Mrs Ellen Kelly’s home to arrest her son Dan Kelly on
horse-stealing charges. Fitzpatrick claimed that another
son, Ned, had shot him, although it is possible that Ned
was not even home because neither Ned nor Dan was
arrested. Instead, Mrs Kelly was arrested and charged with
involvement in the attempted murder of Fitzpatrick. She
was tried at Beechworth and convicted, with the judge,

Sir Redmond Barry, sentencing her to imprisonment for
three years. (The same judge was to sentence Ned to death
just two years later.) Rewards of £100 were offered for the
apprehension of Ned and Dan Kelly, who went into hiding
in the Wombat Ranges near Mansfield. They were joined
by their friends Joe Byrne from Beechworth and Steve Hart
from Wangaratta. The Kelly Gang was born.

A police sergeant named Kennedy and constables Lonigan,
Scanlon and MclIntyre set out to capture Ned and Dan, and
camped at Stringybark Creek. While Kennedy and Scanlon
were out on patrol, the Kelly Gang surprised Lonigan and
McIntyre at the camp, and when Lonigan drew his revolver
Ned shot him dead. McIntyre surrendered. Kennedy and
Scanlon then returned to the camp, and in an exchange of
shots Ned killed Scanlon and mortally wounded Kennedy
(Ned later shot him in the heart, claiming it was an act of
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mercy). McIntyre escaped to nearby Mansfield and reported
the killings.

On 15 November 1878 the Victorian government
proclaimed the gang outlaws and offered rewards of
£500 for each gang member, dead or alive. In the months
that followed, the Kelly Gang committed several more
crimes—including the armed robberies of banks in Euroa,
in Victoria, and Jerilderie, just north of the Murray River
in New South Wales. At the Jerilderie hold-up, Ned gave
a written statement of over 8000 words to a bank teller.

was the world’s first full-length feature film



While the originals of this letter and an earlier letter

he had sent to Donald Cameron, a member of the
Victorian Parliament, have been lost, copies were made
by a clerk in the Crown Law department. Known as the
Jerilderie letter and the Cameron letter, these documents
give Ned Kelly’s explanation of and justification for

his conduct.

The Jerilderie letter

The Jerilderie letter is Ned Kelly’s rambling 8000-word
manifesto (public declaration of intentions), in which he
justified his crimes and protested against what he viewed
as unfair police bullying of him and his family. Kelly
admitted to crimes but claimed he was forced into them
by a corrupt police force. He also demanded that squatters
share their property with the poor, and ended the letter
with a violent threat against all who would oppose him:
‘Tam a Widow’s Son, outlawed and my orders must be
obeyed’. Written in 1879, the letter was dictated to Joe
Byrne (who had neater handwriting). When Ned gave the
letter to the bank teller during the hold-up in Jerilderie,
he told him to have it published. The bank teller,
however, passed the letter on to the police in Melbourne.
Eventually the letter was rediscovered and presented at
Kelly’s trial in 1880. Although the Jerilderie letter uses
rough language and lacks grammar or punctuation, it is
a very colourful historical document and a useful piece
of evidence to help us evaluate Ned Kelly’s personality
and actions.

| am recorded a horrid brute because | had not been
cowardly enough to lie down for them under such
trying circumstances and insults to my people certainly
their wives and children are to be pitied but they must
remember those men came into the bush with the
intention of scattering pieces of me and my brother all
over the bush and yet they know and acknowledge |
have been wronged and my mother and four or five
men lagged innocent and is my brothers and sisters
and my mother not to be pitied also who was has no
alternative only to put up with the brutal and cowardly
conduct of a parcel of big ugly fat necked wombat
headed big bellied magpie legged narrow hipped
splawfooted sons of Irish bailiffs [sheriff’s officers] or
English landlords which is better known as Officers

of Justice or Victorian Police who some calls honest
gentlemen but | would like to know what business an
honest man would have in the Police as it is an old
saying It takes a rogue [dishonest person] to catch a
rogue and a man that knows nothing about roguery
would never enter the force ...

Extract from Ned Kelly’s Jerilderie letter

Capture of the
Kelly Gang

After years of successfully
escaping police attempts
to catch them, the Kelly
Gang allowed themselves
to be cornered in a final
showdown with police

in Glenrowan, Victoria,

in June 1880. Kelly hoped this
confrontation would attract more
citizens to join him in a rebellion
against an unjust system, but

this did not eventuate. The

gang took over the Glenrowan
railway station and moved the
railway staff to the Glenrowan
Inn, where they took the guests
hostages and planned to ambush
the police. They had prepared

for the encounter by making
armoured suits from donated
and stolen mouldboards from
ploughs. Many in the pub sympathised with Kelly, and the gang

Ned Kelly’s armour,
displayed at the State
Library of Victoria

spent the night singing songs with their prisoners while waiting
for police reinforcements to arrive from Melbourne. A local
schoolteacher who managed to escape the inn alerted police to
the gang’s plans and their whereabouts, so the police were able
to surround the gang with their weapons drawn.

At around dawn, Ned Kelly appeared outside the hotel

in his suit of armour. He was shot and fell to the ground
wounded. Police started a fire in the hotel to smoke out the
remaining gang members. Joe Byrne was shot and killed,
while Steve Hart and Dan Kelly died in the fire. Ned Kelly
was the only gang member to survive.

Execution

On 28 and 29 October 1880, Kelly was tried for the murder

of Constable Thomas Lonigan at Stringybark Creek. He was
found guilty and the judge, Redmond Barry, sentenced him to
death. Despite strong public demand for the government to
offer him a reprieve, Kelly was hanged at the Melbourne Gaol
on 11 November 1880. While Ned Kelly was undoubtedly a
feared criminal who robbed and murdered, he also had many
sympathisers who believed that he was an example of the
Australian spirit—an underdog who sought to challenge the
bullying and discrimination by the authorities. Some people
interpret the historical evidence such as the Jerilderie letter as
telling the story of a young man forced into crime by a situation
beyond his control, while others even feel that Ned Kelly was a
revolutionary leader who planned to set up a republic free from
the oppressive regime of the Victorian colony.
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Skills builder

82

Ned Kelly: Examining the
evidence

Ned Kelly is almost certainly Australia’s best-known
colonial figure and to many people he is a folk hero.
He has been immortalised in Sidney Nolan’s paintings
and mythologised in different ways in literature and
film. Kelly has arguably risen above his bushranging
persona and today is a symbol of a romantic and
rebellious aspect of the Australian national identity.

How would you write the story of Ned Kelly and his
place in Australian history if you were writing his
biography? Would your account be sympathetic to Kelly
and the reasons he gives for his actions? Or would it
paint him as a police killer and a common criminal?
Examine the four pieces of historical evidence and
complete the questions that follow each source.

Activities
1 Examine the extract from Ned Kelly’s Jerilderie
letter (see Source 3.7.3).
a What justifications does Kelly give for killing
the policemen?
b How does he describe the Victorian police
and authorities?
2 Examine the following extract from an interview
with Ned Kelly after his capture, published on
Saturday 14 August 1880 in the Hobart Mercury.

If my life teaches the public that men are made
mad by bad treatment, and if the police are
taught that they may not exasperate [irritate] to
madness men they persecute and ill-treat, my
life will not be entirely thrown away. People who
live in large towns have no idea of the tyrannical
[cruel and oppressive] conduct of the police in
country places far removed from Court. They
have no idea of the harsh and overbearing
manner in which they execute their duty, or how
they neglect their duty and abuse their powers.

a What lessons does Ned Kelly wish might be
learned from the story of his life?

b How does Kelly describe the police conduct in
regional places?

3 Examine the following extract from the Minutes of

evidence taken before Royal Commission on the
Police Force of Victoria, together with appendices,
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23 March 1881. This government inquiry was
conducted to analyse the ‘outrages’ conducted by
the Kelly Gang between 1878 and 1880.

10. In cattle stealing and horse stealing?—Yes.

11. And that the Kellys had been engaged in that
for a length of time?—For years. Before proceeding
further, | wish to point out to the Commission the
very great difficulties which beset the police in
various directions. The Kellys, as is well known, had
an enormous number of sympathizers in the district,
and after their outrage there is not the slightest
doubt that a great many respectable men were in
dread of their lives, and were intimidated by a fear
of the consequences from giving any information
whatsoever to police. Not only their lives and those
of their families were in danger, but their cattle, and
sheep, and horses, and property were liable to be
stolen or destroyed; in addition to which there is
not the slightest doubt that there was an enormous
number of tradesmen in the district who were so
benefited by the large increase of police, and by the
consequent expenditure, that they were only too
glad that their unpleasant business was protracted
for so many months. | may also state that a great
many of the local papers never lost an opportunity
of attacking the police in the most unjustifiable
manner and on every possible occasion; and
remarks of that kind, as | think any sensible man
must be aware, were not only calculated to do the
police a great deal of harm, but to prevent their
receiving material assistance from anybody.

a What does this response allege about the ways
in which the Kelly Gang exerted control over
the people in their local community?

b Which other group does the respondent
identify as having caused harm to the police?

4 Examine the following newspaper report of the
execution of Ned Kelly in the Adelaide Express and

Telegraph, 11 November 1880.

This morning the last survivor of the notorious
Kelly gang paid the penalty of his crimes on the
scaffold. For nearly two years Edward Kelly and his
associates, after their brutal murder at Mansfield of
the constables sent in pursuit of them, managed to



set the law at defiance. In looking back on the
career of the gang it is impossible to find any one
mitigating trait in the conduct of the members,
and society is to be congratulated that no false
sympathy has been allowed to interfere with

the course of justice. It is needless to recall the
incidents of the drama of crime in which Edward
Kelly and his followers were the actors. Suffice

it to say that their career was a remarkable

one. Theirs was no ordinary success; immense In 1980 Australia Post® produced a stamp and
plunder, comparatively speaking, came into envelope set titled ‘The Siege Of Glenrowan—Centenary
their possession, and they long and successfully 1980’ to commemorate the capture of Ned Kelly 100 years
evaded capture. But as Sir Redmond Barry in before

delivering judgment said with trenchant force,
when pointing out what a warning their career
should be to thoughtless and inconsiderate
young men who might be so foolish as to believe

g o : Remembering and understanding
that it is Brave of a man to sacrifice the lives of

his fellow-creatures in order to carry out his own 1 What historical evidence exists that suggests
wild ideas—A felon, who has cut himself off from Ned Kelly was a brave youth?

all the decencies, all the affections, charities, 2 Why were Ned Kelly and his gang declared
and obligations of society, is as helpless and outlaws?

degraded as a wild beast of the field'. Applying and analysing

3 What colourful (descriptive) phrases about
the police did Ned Kelly use in the Jerilderie

a What tone does this article take when
referring the Kelly Gang?

b What did the judge Sir Redmond Barry Iet'Fer? What does this tell you about his R
compare Ned Kelly to? opinion of the law enforcement of the day*~

5 Using the sources provided and any other 4 How does the creation of films and artwork

materials you can locate, build a picture of Ned si_nc_e Kelly's de_ath llustrate the effect that
Kelly and his actions over the two-year period his !|fe and actions have had on Australian
from 1878 to 1880. society?
a To what extent do you feel Ned Kelly and Evaluating and creating
his gang were justified in their actions?
Could it be said that Ned was a hero for the
oppressed in his community?

5 Conduct further research into Ned Kelly.
Using online resources such as Trove®
(the National Library of Australia’s online

b To what extent do you believe that Ned and search engine for primary and secondary
his gang were simply villains who committed documents), search for additional primary
a series of crimes against innocent people? sources to use as evidence to help prove

¢ Whose perspectives are depicted in each of your contention that Kelly was either a hero
the sources of evidence? Whose perspective or a villain.
are missing? Why is this important when Write an extended persuasive response
considering the value of such sources as detailing your findings (and citing your
historical evidence? historical evidence) to convince the reader

d Looking beyond the events of 1878 to 1880— of your contention.

what evidence exists to demonstrate that
Ned Kelly has been elevated to the status of a
folk hero for many modern Australians?
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Living in the city

An influx of immigrants during the Australian gold rushes
led to the rapid development of Melbourne, Sydney and
Adelaide. By 1888, Melbourne was the largest city in
Australia and the second largest in the British Empire.

The 1850s to the 1890s was a boom period during which
Australian workers became the best paid and the least
overworked in the world. Labour shortages meant that
employers were forced to offer high wages to attract workers
and Australia earned a reputation as a ‘working man’s
paradise’. These benefits, however, were mainly for the
workers who had skilled jobs rather than those who were
unskilled and on lower incomes.

Housing booms in Sydney and Melbourne in the 1880s led to
the creation of new outer suburbs connected by road, rail and
tramway. At the close of the nineteenth century, almost two-

thirds of Australia’s 3.76 million people lived in urban centres.

Self-government for the
colonies

In 1842, some voting rights were introduced in New South
Wales. By 1850, the New South Wales government was given
the power to create its own constitution. Victoria became

a self-governing colony in 1855. Self-government was
gradually achieved in all the colonies (see Source 3.8.1) and
eventually full male suffrage (voting rights) was established.

EXE] Dates that Australia’s colonies achieved self-government

o oo

1842 New South Wales
1855 South Australia
1855 Victoria

1855 Tasmania

1858 Queensland

1890 Western Australia

Life in Australia’s cities and rural areas was very different
from what it had been a century earlier. New cities had been
established and vast areas of bush turned into agricultural
land. Australia’s cultural identity was strengthening. Some
people began to argue that the colonies should unite to
form one nation. A speech by the New South Wales premier,
Sir Henry Parkes, at Tenterfield on 24 October 1889 is often
referred to as the birth of the Federation movement.
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Federation meant the unification of all colonies as one
nation and the creation of a federal government and
parliament.

The great question, which we have to consider,

is whether the time has not now arisen for the
creation on this Australian continent of an Australian
government and an Australian parliament.

To make myself as plain as possible, Australia has

now a population of three and a half millions, and

the American people numbered only between

three and four millions when they formed the great
Commonwealth of the United States. The numbers are
about the same. Surely what the Americans have done
by war, Australians can bring about in peace.

EX¥] An extract from the Tenterfield Oration by Sir Henry
Parkes, 24 October 1889

Joining the colonies together

Although there were many compelling reasons for
Australian nationhood, not all people agreed that
Federation was a positive step.

The two largest colonies, New South Wales and Victoria,
were bitter rivals and many of the smaller colonies resented
the attitudes of the larger colonies.

Reasons for Federation

> Australian nationalism—Nationalism (the loyalty and
devotion to a nation) began to emerge and people
believed the colonies should federate to form one
distinct nation.

> Immigration restriction—There was a widespread belief that
immigration should be restricted to people from Europe.
Becoming one nation would mean that immigration
could be more effectively controlled by a central
government.

> Security and defence—A national defence force was
seen as a more effective way of dealing with potential
threats.

» Free trade—Trade barriers and tariffs (which are similar
to taxes) existed between the colonies and many traders
wanted these abolished.

> Improved communications—By 1880, all capital cities were
connected by telegraph, and a telephone cable had been
laid between Sydney and Melbourne. Federation was seen
as continuing this trend.



» Need for a single rail network—Each colony used different
rail gauges (the width of the track differed) and
federating would mean standardisation.

> Support from Britain—Britain was encouraging responsible
government because managing such a large empire was
proving costly and problematic.

Reasons against Federation

> Protectionism—Protectionism refers to a set of economic
policies that protects local industry from external
competition. In the colonies, high tariffs were imposed on
goods bought from other colonies to encourage people to
buy locally. Those against Federation argued that removing
protection would mean local businesses would suffer.

> Loss of colonial power—Many colonies wanted to retain
their own power. Smaller colonies were concerned that
larger colonies would dominate and larger colonies did
not want to have their taxes spent on the smaller ones.

> Distance between the colonies—Transport methods were
still slow and some of the more remote colonies (such as
Western Australia) could not see any benefits to Federation.

> The labour movement—Trade unions had secured many
benefits for workers and were concerned a federal
government would overturn them.

» Cheap labour—Many non-European immigrants had
provided cheap labour for Queensland. Sugar-cane
farmers feared Federation would restrict immigration.

Discussions about Federation were put on hold when

the economic depression of the early 1890s occurred, but
were revived again in 1897. The timeline outlines the steps
to Federation.

The Commonwealth of Australia officially came into existence
on 1 January 1901, when all six former British colonies
became the member states of a new and independent nation.
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EXE] Anti-Federation cartoon, Daily Telegraph, 1899

The colonies decide
Sir Henry Parkes resigns as premier of New

South Wales and asks Edmund Barton to lead the
Federation movement in the colony. Federation
leagues are established.

31 July 1893

Seventy-four delegates gather at Corowa on the
New South Wales—Victorian border for a people’s
conference to discuss Federation. It is agreed
that each colony shall elect ten representatives
to a Constitutional Convention, which will

be responsible for creating a draft federal
constitution that will be put to a referendum.

A second constitutional convention is held

over three meetings between 1897 and 1898

in Adelaide, Sydney and Melbourne and is
attended by the majority of colonies. Queensland
(which fears an end to cheap Pacific labour) and
Western Australia (which wants to look after

its own interests) do not attend. New Zealand
has considered but decides against joining with
Australia in a federation.

1897-1898

March 1897

The basic principles of a federal constitution
are agreed at the first meeting of the second
constitutional convention in Adelaide in March
1897. Government will consist of a bicameral
(two-house) parliament based on Britain's
Westminster system. New federal laws will be
proposed in the Lower House (the House of
Representatives), and the Upper House (the
Senate) will be a house of review. Each state
will be allowed an equal number of senators
regardless of size. The British monarch will be
the official head of state.

June 1898

Voters from New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania
and South Australia participate in referendums
and the majority of voters in total from all

four colonies accept the draft constitution.

The referendum is not carried because voters

in New South Wales do not support the draft
constitution.

January 1899

Colonial premiers agree to amend the draft
to address New South Wales's concerns.
Queensland’s support is gained.

20 June 1899

A second referendum is held in every colony
except Western Australia. A clear majority ‘yes’
vote is recorded in all five voting colonies.

5 July 1900

The British Parliament passes the
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution
Bill, giving approval for the creation of a new
Australian nation.

31 July 1900 Western Australia agrees to federate.

IREVETRAEIE® The Commonwealth of Australia officially comes

into existence.
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THE ONLY WAY.

EXXd Federation was seen as one of the best ways to
prevent the feared ‘invasion’ of non-European foreigners,
especially from Asia

Remembering and understanding

1 Where was most of Australia’s population living
by the end of the nineteenth century?

2 Why had Australia earned the reputation as
a ‘working man’s paradise’ by the end of the
nineteenth century?

3 Examine Source 3.8.1.

a Which colony was the last to receive self-
government?

b Explain why you believe it was later than
the other colonies.

4 Why were the voters of Western Australia
reluctant to join an Australian federation?

Applying and analysing

5 Examine Source 3.8.3 and summarise the
argument presented in the cartoon in your
own words.
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‘ AUSTRALIAN TIT-BITS

A PLAIN CASE.
Senvic (able seaman).—* Wel, moates, vou wooldn't federato when I wanted yoa t0; but if yonder eraft eomes
this way, Federation or no Foderation, you'll have to work together.”

EXXd Pro-Federation poster. Supporters of Federation argued
that Australia would be better able to protect itself if the
colonies stood united.

6 Examine the timeline of Australian Federation.
What does it tell you about the difficulty of
governing Australia and dealing with state issues?

Evaluating and creating
7 Imagine you are one of the following people and
argue your case for or against Federation:
¢ a wealthy Victorian industrialist in favour of
protectionism

* atrade unionist in Western Australia

¢ a Queensland sugar-cane farmer

¢ a business person who travels by rail

* asenior military officer worried about the
threat posed to Australia by foreign powers
such as Japan and Russia.

8 Create a mind map using mind map software
that shows the progress towards Federation
in Australia. Use different colours, words and
images of relevant people, places and events.



The Australian Constitution and

its impact

Rules governing the new
nation

The Australian Constitution is an important written set
of rules that determine the way in which the Australian
nation and its states are governed. When the Constitution
came into effect on 1 January 1901, the Commonwealth of
Australia also came into existence.

A constitution for all
Australians?

The Australian Constitution was intended to unite
Australia, but not everyone was included in the agreement.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, for example,
were specifically excluded from the Australian Constitution.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and the
Australian Constitution

The 1901 Constitution that joined the colonies together
and formed the Federation of Australia did not permit the
federal government to count Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander peoples in any census (count) of the population.

The Constitution also did not allow the federal government

to make any laws affecting Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander peoples. This was seen to be a state responsibility
(see Source 3.9.2).

51 The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution,
have power to make laws for the peace, order,

and good government of the Commonwealth with
respect to:—-

... (vi) The people of any race, other than the aboriginal
people in any State, for whom it is necessary to make
special laws.

127 In reckoning the numbers of the people of
the Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of
the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives should not
be counted.

EX¥] Sections 51 and 127 of the original Australian
Constitution

EXEl The Opening, Commonwealth Parliament by Charles Nuttall, 1901-1902 depicts the first federal parliament held in the
Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne in 1901
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In 1902 the Federal Parliament passed the Franchise Act,
which, among other things, clarified who could vote in
federal elections. Although Aboriginal men in Victoria, New
South Wales, South Australia and Tasmania were able to
vote in state elections, the Franchise Act was interpreted in
such a way as to exclude any Aboriginal person from voting
in federal elections. Therefore, the Australian Constitution
and the laws it helped to create effectively meant that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were not
counted in the census of the population and could not vote
in federal elections.

In a referendum in 1967, Australians voted to include
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the census
to give the federal government the power to make laws for
Indigenous Australians. The referendum saw the highest
‘yes’ vote ever recorded in a federal referendum, with 90.77
per cent of the people voting for the change. The whole

of section 127 was removed from the Constitution and
the words ‘other than aboriginal people in any State’ were
removed from section 51. The 1967 referendum did not
give Indigenous Australians the right to vote; this had been
granted before the federal elections in 1962.

Women and the new nation

The 1902 Franchise Act gave women the right to vote in
federal elections and the right to stand for election in the
new federal Parliament. Women such as Vida Goldstein,
Nellie Martel and Mary Ann Moore-Bentley stood for federal
election in 1903. South Australia and Western Australia had
already given women the right to vote, in 1895 and 1900
respectively. Those states that had not given women the
right to vote—Victoria, Queensland, New South Wales and
Tasmania)—were forced to catch up.

It was not until 1921 that the first woman was elected to an
Australian parliament. Edith Cowan served in the Western
Australian Legislative Assembly until 1924. She was a
leading suffragette and a passionate advocate for women’s
and children’s rights. The first women in the federal
Parliament were Dame Enid Lyons (who later went on to be
appointed to the Cabinet) and Dorothy Tangney, who were
both elected in 1943.

08916679
[ERIENINELE

EXE] Edith Cowan is depicted on the Australian $50 note,
which entered circulation in 1995
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Did you know?

Australia’s Constitution can only be changed by a
referendum put to the people. For a referendum to
pass, a majority of states and a majority of voters
must vote ‘yes’.

The Australian Constitution does not include a right

to freedom of speech. The only rights specifically

guaranteed in the Constitution are:

e trial by jury

¢ the privileges and immunities (rights and
protections) of state citizenship

¢ equal protection under the law

¢ freedom of religion and no state religion, which
means the government cannot establish a
religion to which all people must belong.

fornsi’
Aborigines

Write YES for
Aborigines
in the 3
lower square

May 27th.

authorised by
Faith Bandler
13 Kens Road
Frenchs Forest

v

Printed by Witton Press Pry.Ltd. Little

nt Street  Sydne; N.S.W.

EXXY] ‘Yes' vote poster, 1967 referendum, State Library of NSW

The White Australia policy

The first two laws passed by the new Parliament formed the
basis of what became known as the White Australia policy,
which was designed to maintain the racial purity of the new
nation. Throughout the nineteenth century most Australian
colonists believed that people from British or European
heritage were superior to those of other backgrounds. The view
was that the race should be kept ‘pure’, and that foreigners
were likely to pose a threat to wages and working conditions.

On 17 December 1901, the Pacific Island Labourers Act was
passed, allowing for the deportation of Pacific Islander
people from Queensland.



Six days later, on 23 December, the Immigration Restriction
Act was passed, effectively prohibiting the entry of all
non-Europeans to Australia. Rather than being explicitly
banned, all non-Europeans were to be given a fifty-word
dictation test in any European language. This test gave the
White Australia policy a look of respectability. It allowed
the government to claim that its basis for exclusion was an
immigrant’s level of education rather than their race.

Prime Minister Edmund Barton: ‘I do not think that

the doctrine of the equality of man was really ever
intended to include racial equality. There is no racial
equality. There is that basic inequality. These races are,
in comparison with white races ... unequal and inferior.’

Attorney-General Alfred Deakin: ‘Unity of race is an
absolute essential to the unity of Australia.’

Billy Hughes: ‘Our chief plank, is of course, a White
Australia. There’s no compromise about that. The
industrious coloured brother has to go—and remain away!

EXXd On a White Australia: Prime Minister Edmund Barton,
Attorney-General Alfred Deakin and future prime minister
Billy Hughes

Racism and keeping Australia
‘pure’

Apart from nationalism, Australians were concerned

that allowing non-Europeans to enter the country would
compromise living standards. Australians feared that

Asian immigrants would work hard for lower wages and
lesser conditions, which would then force the rest of the
population to do the same. Another reason for restricting
immigration to those of European descent was a fear that
large groups of people from Asian countries would overrun
Australia. The argument was that these people would
support Asian countries in the event of a war and Australia’s
defence would be compromised.

End of the policy

In 1934, customs officials tried to prevent Egon Erwin
Kisch from entering Australia by giving him a dictation
test in Scottish Gaelic. Kisch was an anti-Nazi activist
from Czechoslovakia who came to Australia to attend

an anti-war congress. On arriving, Kisch refused to take
the discriminatory test. A legal team took his case to the
High Court, where they proved that the customs official
administering the test was unable to speak Scottish Gaelic
himself, even though he had been born in Scotland. While
the situation seemed absurd to many observers, parts of the
set of laws that formed the White Australia Policy would
remain in effect until the 1970s.

THE YELLOW-TiASH QUESTION.
EXX3 Political cartoon on the White Australia policy, The
Bulletin, 1901

Did you know?

Under the Immigration Restriction Act of 1901,
immigration officers could make a migrant sit a
fifty-word dictation test in any European language
the officer chose. The dictation test was intended to
help immigration staff filter out ‘nonwhite migrants’,
as non-Europeans were referred to at the time. Very
few migrants were allowed to pass—prior to 1909,
only fifty-two people were granted entry to Australia
from 1359 tests. After 1909, no migrants passed

the test. The Act also enabled the deportation of
‘undesirables’ (people who didn't fit the image

of the new nation). ‘Nonwhite’ people who had
come to Australia before 1901 were required to sit
the dictation test to remain in the country. These
discriminatory immigration laws, which were part of
what became known as the White Australia policy,
were finally abolished in 1973.
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Social legislation
Protecting workers

In the decades after Federation, the new federal Parliament
was responsible for the introduction of social reforms that
were among the most progressive in the world.

In 1904, the Australian Labor Party took office, becoming
the first national labour government anywhere. Party leader
John Watson could only form a minority government

by gaining the support of the Protectionists, led by

Alfred Deakin. During his four months in office, Watson
introduced the Conciliation and Arbitration Bill into
Parliament. In December 1904, the Bill was passed and a
Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court was
established.

The main role of the court was to prevent industrial
disputes by mediating between representatives of the
employer and the trade union. When this failed, the court
would act as an umpire to bring about a settlement to the
dispute. Importantly, the court also had the power to create
an award (industry-wide set of conditions) which applied to
all workers.

The Harvester Judgment

The federal government was not able to create legislation
that would protect workers because the Constitution did
not give it the power to intervene in wages and working
conditions. Therefore, the government encou raged individual
employers to be fair by waiving (cancelling) a federal excise
tax if workers were paid ‘fair and reasonable’ wages.

In October 1907, the new court heard the case of

H.V. McKay, the owner of Sunshine Harvester Works,

after Mr McKay applied for a remission of the duty.

That is, he believed his workers were being paid ‘fair and
reasonable’ wages so he applied to waive the excise tax he
paid on the machinery he exported overseas. His application
was opposed by the trade union representing his workers,
which argued that the workers were being underpaid at

36 shillings (equivalent to around $163 today) per week.

The court needed to define ‘fair and reasonable’ wages. The
new court’s president, Henry Higgins, heard the case, which
was to become known as the Harvester Judgment. He took
into consideration what a worker would need to be paid to
support a family with food, clothing, health and transport,
and decided that 7 shillings per day (42 shillings per week)

was a reasonable minimum wage.

This was more than Mr McKay was paying his workers and
he was ordered to pay £20000 in excise duty. Mr McKay
refused to pay and took his case to the High Court of
Australia. He won the case but his reputation was damaged
and the minimum wage was applied to later cases.
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The case was important because it was an increase of more
than 25 per cent in the average unskilled wage of the time
and it took into account the idea of paying workers what
they needed to live on rather than what a business was

prepared to pay.

.. is a wage of 36s. per week fair and reasonable, in
view of the cost of living in Victoria? | have tried to
ascertain the cost of living—the amount which has
to be paid for food, shelter, clothing, for an average
labourer with normal wants, and under normal
conditions. Some very interesting evidence has been
given, by working men’s wives and others; and the
evidence has been absolutely undisputed ... The
usual rent paid by a labourer, as distinguished from
an artisan, appears to be 7s.; and taking the rent at
7s., the necessary average weekly expenditure for a
labourer’'s home of about five persons would seem to
be about £1 12s.5d.

Excerpt from Justice Higgins's judgment in the
Harvester case, 1907

EXX] Postcard advertising the Sunshine Harvester Works

Did you know?

In 2018, Fair Work Australia set the minimum wage
at $18.29 per hour or $694.90 per 38-hour week for
adults (before tax is deducted).



EXX] Justice Henry Higgins

Other important legislation

In the decades after Federation, the new federal Parliament
passed several new laws designed to improve the lives of injured
workers, new mothers and older people. Such social legislation
was virtually unheard of anywhere else in the world.

Remembering and understanding

1 Examine Source 3.9.2. Summarise sections 51
and 127 of the Constitution in your own words.
2 In which city was the first parliament of the
newly federated nation held?
3 Examine Source 3.9.4 and complete the
following questions.
a What is the message of this poster?
b Why has this particular photograph been
used?
c Explain whether you believe the poster is
likely to have been influential.
4 Inyour own words, summarise what the
Harvester Judgment was about.
5 Identify three groups that benefited from
the new social legislation passed in the first
decades after Federation.

EXET] Important Australian social legislation passed in the
first two decades after Federation

Invalid and Old Introduced the payment of a pension of

Age Pension Act, 10 shillings a week to those over the age

1908 of 65 or who were prevented from work
due to a disability

Workers Paid compensation to any federal
Compensation Act, government employee who was injured
1912 or made sick through their work
Maternity Paid £5 to every woman considered part
Allowances Act, of the Commonwealth of Australia on

1912 the birth of a child; worth more than two
weeks’ pay at the time

‘A social laboratory’

In the early 1900s, Australia had an international reputation

as the ‘social laboratory of the world’, particularly in the

areas of workers’ rights, social welfare and women’s suffrage
(voting rights). American suffrage leader Carrie Chapman

Catt noted that the Australian nation ‘would become a great
democracy where self-government would be carried on with such
enthusiasm, fervor and wisdom that they would give lessons in

methods and principles to all the rest of the world’.

Applying and analysing

6 Write a paragraph comparing the way in which
the rights of women and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples were affected by the new
nation’s early legislation.

7 Examine Source 3.8.7. What did Justice Higgins
consider in order to determine a ‘fair and
reasonable’ wage for workers?

Evaluating and creating

8 Examine Source 3.9.6 and answer the following
questions.

a How is Australia represented by the artist?

b In what ways is Australia’s geographic
isolation depicted in this image?

c Who is the threat that the artist believes
Australia faces?

9 Create a PMI (Plus, Minus, Interesting) chart for
the introduction of the new social legislation in
Australia following Federation. Also consider the
groups that would not benefit.
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&[] The experiences of non-Europeans
in colonial Australia

Australia today is famous for being a multicultural nation
whose people come from every corner of the world. After
the landing of the First Fleet and up to 1918, however,
Australian society was far more homogeneous (consisting
of people who are similar to each other). Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples had been so dominated,
persecuted and marginalised that by the start of the
twentieth century, Australia’s identity had been created in
the image of people of European heritage, based on mainly
British cultures, traditions and institutions. Any account
of Australian history, however, would be incomplete if it
did not explore the contributions and experiences of non-
European people in Australia during this period.

A new life in Australia

From 1850 to 1900, approximately 7 million people left
China in search of opportunities in South-East Asia, the
United States of America, Canada and Australia. This mass
exodus was the beginning of what is today known as the
Chinese diaspora (the dispersion or spread of a people from
their original homeland). It is estimated that up to 90000
Chinese migrants came to Australia during this period.
Other non-Europeans who came to Australia included:

> approximately 62000 South Pacific Islander people, who
worked on the sugar-cane fields in far north Queensland

> approximately 3000 Japanese people, who came to
Broome in Western Australia as pearl] divers

» approximately 2000 Afghans, who came to South
Australia as camel drivers.

The Chinese experience

The majority of Chinese people arrived during the Victorian
gold rushes of the 1850s and were instantly disliked by
European settlers. On the goldfields, the Chinese people
organised themselves into large groups with each person
having an allocated role. These groups meant they had
limited contact with the other diggers, thus avoiding
trouble with the European miners.

Competition between European and Chinese miners,
however, often led to conflicts over pieces of ground thought
to contain gold. Many European miners distrusted the
Chinese miners simply for being different—and resented
their success, which was achieved through very hard work.
Rumours spread about Chinese opium addiction, disease,
gambling and general immorality. Anti-Chinese Leagues
were established throughout Victoria and later New South
Weales to pressure governments into restricting Chinese
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“OUTSIDE, SIR! OUTSIDE!”

Mrs. Australia (o Jokn Chinaman), ** 1'V® BAD QUITE ENOUGH OF ToU ! —*NO ADMITTANCE,'—XOT XVEN ‘ON Brsrxess’(”

‘Outside, Sir! Outside!’ This cartoon, from the
publication Punch, 2 June 1888, highlights the widely held
view in Australia that Chinese people were not welcome.

immigration. In 1855, the Victorian government passed a

law to limit Chinese migration and imposed an arrival tax

on all Chinese migrants. The Chinese miners’ experience was
marked by violence and intolerance. One of the worst incidents
occurred in Buckland River in 1857, when a group of European
miners attacked a Chinese camp, known as Chinaman’s Flat,
burning tents and stores. Four Chinese miners lost their lives at

the hands of the mob.
Quong Tart

Quong Tart was a leader of the Chinese community in
New South Wales in the 1880s and 1890s. His story stands
as a startling exception to the racism and exclusion that
was usually extended at that time to anyone in Australian
society who was not from a European background. He
came to Australia as a 9-year-old boy to meet his uncle on
the goldfields near Canberra, and he went on to make his
fortune in gold. Afterwards, he established a business as a
tea merchant and restaurateur in Sydney.

Quong Tart lived and interacted closely with Anglo-Australians,
joining their associations and sporting clubs and supporting
their charities. He even learned how to play the bagpipes and



EET®¥1 Quong Tart in front of his famous tearooms in Sydney,
c. 1890s

wore a Scottish kilt. He was a popular and well-loved Sydney
identity who mixed with the social elite of Sydney as easily as
he did with Chinese merchants and labourers. He worked hard
to protect the Chinese people who were living in the colony
and acted as an interpreter for them to ease their integration
into society. He campaigned the government to stop the
importation of opium, a drug commonly used by the Chinese
which was damaging their communities. In 1886, at the age
of 36, Quong Tart married 21-year-old Margaret Scarlett with
whom he raised a family of four daughters and two sons.

i ™

Tragically, he was the victim of a violent physical attack in
1902 (it was believed to have been a robbery gone wrong), and
he never fully recovered from the experience. When he died in
1903, thousands of people attended his funeral.

Pacific Islanders in
Queensland

The practice known as ‘blackbirding’ involved deceiving
Pacific Islander people into coming to Australia to work on
sugar plantations in Queensland, sometimes by offering small
items of little worth or making false promises of high wages.
Blackbirding was usually conducted by agents for plantation
owners, who relied on these cheap labourers, known in those
times as Kanaka (a term now considered offensive), to carry
out the long and difficult work of harvesting sugar cane.

Between 1863 and 1904, approximately 62 000 South Pacific
Islander people arrived in Queensland and worked on sugar
plantations in the far north. In most cases these people
were promised good wages and food as well as a year-long
contract and then a passage home. In reality, conditions
were much harsher and contracts were mostly for 3 years.

Blackbirding was made illegal in 1872, although the practice
continued for another 30 years.

Afghans in South Australia

Not long after the settlement of South Australia in 1836,
exploration of the interior of the continent began. In early
European attempts to explore the ‘Red Centre’, horses and
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EETE] Kanaka labourers on a Queensland pineapple plantation, c. 1890s
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bullocks were used to transport equipment and materials
across the desert, but these animals proved incapable

of enduring long periods without water. They also had
difficulty walking across sand for long distances.

In 1839, the first camels were imported to Australia

to improve transport across the Simpson Desert (see
Source 3.10.4). Camels had earned a reputation as ‘ships
of the desert’ due to their ability to survive harsh desert
conditions carrying great loads.

Cameleers and ‘ships of the desert’
Most Europeans had very little experience handling camels,
and so specially trained camel drivers known as cameleers
were brought to Australia. Although they came from several
different places throughout central Asia and India, most
cameleers were Afghans. Australians referred to them simply
as Ghans (short for Afghans). All were single Muslim men
who had signed 3-year contracts to live and work in central
Australia.

In 1886, 100 camels and thirty-one Afghan cameleers
arrived in South Australia. It is estimated that by 1900,
there were about 15000 camels and 2000 Afghans in
Australia. These men played an important role in the inland
exploration of the continent, carrying vital supplies and
mail from South Australia to the north. The Overland
Telegraph, which connected Adelaide and Darwin in 1872,
could not have been built without the assistance of the
Afghan cameleers. They also helped to establish the rail
connection between Adelaide and Port Augusta, and carried
mail and equipment between isolated outback settlements.

EET¥A Camels being unloaded at Port Augusta, 1890s

Japanese divers in Western
Australia

From the middle of the nineteenth century, buttons and
belt buckles made from pearls and mother-of-pearl shells
were popular in Britain and the United States of America.
Such demand led to the establishment of Western Australia’s
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EETXY] Japanese pearl divers, Broome, 1910

pearling industry around Shark Bay in the 1850s. Pearlers
initially used Aboriginal women to dive for oysters, since they
had excellent lung capacity. These divers could descend to
depths of up to 13 metres, at times as far as 2 kilometres from
shore. This was before diving suits, oxygen tanks, snorkels
and masks had been developed and their unaided method
was known as skin diving. It was a very risky activity and up
to half the divers died because of drowning, shark attacks, the
bends (decompression sickness) or cyclones.

The discovery of the precious South Sea pearl in the 1870s
attracted many Japanese, Malay and Chinese pearlers to
Western Australia. In 1881, Broome was established as a
pearling town and by the following decade it had earned

a reputation as the pearling capital of the world. The
invention of diving suits and simple breathing apparatus
allowed divers to go deeper and stay underwater longer.
Japanese divers were considered the best at their trade, as
they seemed to cope better with high water pressure. This
meant that Japanese divers soon replaced Aboriginal divers.
They worked as indentured labourers, initially receiving no
wages but instead paying off the debt they owed to their
employers for their travel costs to Australia.

By 1910, the town of Broome had a population of 4000
people, which included 3000 Japanese, Malays and Chinese,
all of whom had some connection to the pearling industry.
Many divers died during the heyday of Broome’s pearling
industry and the Japanese cemetery in Broome has over 700
graves of Japanese divers.

The experience of Aboriginal
Victorians under the ‘Half-
Caste Act’ 1886

In an age of increasing prosperity and opportunity for
the European population of Victoria, Aboriginal people
living on reserves were subjected to increasingly tight
controls by the Board for the Protection of Aborigines.
Beginning with the 1869 Aboriginal Protection Act, and
reinforced by additional legislation in 1886 and 1890,
Aboriginal people living on reserves were controlled

by the government in almost every part of their lives.



Further to the belief that the Aboriginal race would
eventually die out, the government was determined that
Aboriginal people with mixed heritage (who had both
Indigenous and European ancestry) would be ‘absorbed’
into the general population.

The introduction of the ‘Half-Caste Act’ in Victoria in 1886

(formally known as An Act to Provide for the Protection and

Management of the Aboriginal Natives of Victoria) extended the

powers of the government over Aboriginal people. It affected

Aboriginal people by:

> limiting the freedoms of Aboriginal people—under the
Act, Aboriginal residents on reserves were effectively
economic prisoners who worked hard but saw little of
the money they generated. Permission had to be sought,
and given in the form of a pass or certificate, before
anyone could leave a reserve—even to visit family. Under
the Act, Aboriginal people were also not free to choose
the person they would marry.

> forcing people off the reserves—the Act defined who was
considered to be Aboriginal—and who therefore could
remain on a government-run reserve. The Act excluded
people of ‘mixed race’ who were under the age of 35
from living among their communities on the reserves.
This had the effect of removing the young people whose
labour the communities relied upon. As a consequence,
it was easier for the government to close the reserves as
the older generation died.

> removing children from their families—the Aborigines Act
1890 extended the provisions of the 1886 ‘Half-Caste’
Act. One effect of this was that the Board could transfer
Aboriginal children to state care, even when they were
not orphaned. This was the beginning of the Stolen
Generations in Victoria.

Source 3.10.6 shows how the Victorian laws such as the
‘Half-Caste Act’ controlled the lives of Aboriginal people
in every way and denied them rights which people from

Remembering and understanding

1 Who were the main groups of non-European
migrants who came to Australia?

2 For what reasons did people travel to Australia
at this time?

Applying and analysing

3 Examine Source 3.10.1. How has the artist
depicted Australia? Who is the threat in the
cartoon? How are they portrayed? What is the
central message of the cartoon?

European backgrounds freely enjoyed. This letter was written
by F.A. Hagenauer, a government official, to Mrs Rawlins, an
Aboriginal woman who lived at an Aboriginal reserve called
Framlingham. Mr Hagenauer writes that Mrs Rawlins is not
allowed to bring her daughter (who is working in a household
as a domestic servant) to be with her at Framlingham

station. He writes that if Mrs Rawlins brings her daughter to
Framlingham without permission, she will lose all her rights
to government assistance, such as food and shelter, and she
will no longer be allowed to live at the reserve.

My dear Mrs Rawlins

It has been reported to this office that you have
telegraphed to your daughter, in the services of Mrs.
Cerutty, that you wish to come here and to fetch her
home next week. You seem to ignore the fact that your
daughter is and must be under the Regulations of the
Law and that if you try to get the girl away, she will have
to go before the Court. The fact is, it cannot be done

at all, as long as you enjoy the receipt of Government
support. White people can have their children, except
they belong to the Department of the Industrial Schools.
Half Castes, by earning their money and living without
Government aid are considered white people and no one
does interfere then, but if you wish to have Government
support, you cannot do so. The moment you do so,
rations and all other support as well as living on a reserve
must stop and | shall have to inform Mr. Weir to this effect.
My advice to you to consider what you do.

The Board cannot break the law of the country.
With best wishes,

yours very truly F.A. Hagenauer

EETX] Letter from Friedrich Hagenauer, Secretary of the
Board for the Protection of Aborigines, to Mrs B. Rawlins,
Framlingham Aboriginal Station, 9 May 1891

4 In what ways was the ‘Half-Caste’ Act of 1886
so destructive to Aboriginal communities and
ways of life? How have the effects of laws and
attitudes such as this continued to be felt in
contemporary Australia?

Evaluating and creating

5 Imagine you are a museum curator. You
have been assigned the role of producing an
exhibition on the contribution of non-European
migrants to Australia. Create the final signage
board that summarises the contribution of these
migrants up until 1900.
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Looking forward to the future:
Australia’s place in the world by 1914

A growing sense of national
pride

Australians in 1914 perceived their new nation as progressive
and took great pride in its achievements. Many people felt
that Australia had reached a point where it would be able to
project its influence and control its own destiny in the world.
While most Australians felt they were still firmly part of the
British Empire, there was a strong sense of national identity
and a belief that British culture had achieved its zenith
(highest point) in the great south land. Australian people
had embraced the technological world—driving automobiles,
flying aeroplanes and going to the cinema—and had already
begun to make their mark on the world.

Ford, 1917. The Model T arrived in Australia in 1908 and

was affordable for a whole new class of potential Australian
motorists including farmers and tradesmen. The car quickly
proved to be much more convenient than a horse and buggy.

Antarctic exploration

Sir Douglas Mawson (5 May 1882-14 October 1958) was an
Australian geologist and academic. Together with famous
explorers from other countries such as Roald Amundsen,
Robert Falcon Scott and Ernest Shackleton, he was a key
expedition leader during the age of Antarctic exploration.

While explorers during this time were mostly concerned
with being the first people to reach the South Pole,
Mawson’s passion lay in advancing scientific knowledge
of the freezing southernmost continent. He developed
an Australian-led Antarctic research expedition which
successfully charted large segments of the east Antarctic
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coastline, and investigated sub-Antarctic Macquarie Island
and the Southern Ocean. Their land exploration covered
more than 6437 kilometres, and the expedition advanced
scientific knowledge of Antarctica in the fields of geology,
cartography, meteorology, biology and marine science.

On his return to Australia in 1914, Mawson achieved public
acclaim and received a knighthood. Mawson’s account

of the Australasian Antarctic Expedition, Home of the
Blizzard, was published in 1915. The Mawson Station in

the Australian Antarctic Territory (established in 1954) is
named in his honour.

% 7 /
EET®E] The Australian $100 note was first issued in 1984 and
originally featured a portrait of Mawson

A sporting culture: The
Ashes are born

Much to the dismay of English cricket supporters, an
Australian cricket team that travelled to England in 1882 had
for the first time beaten the English on their home soil. As

a result of this outrageous and unlikely event, an obituary
(death) notice was published in an English newspaper, The
Sporting Times, immediately after Australia’s victory. The

way the news of the Australian victory was received, and the
development over the next few decades of a fierce sporting
rivalry with England in the game of cricket (which exists to
the present day), illustrate the developing sense of Australian
identity and nationalism that existed by 1914.

Famous Australian cricketers of the early twentieth century,
such as Victor Trumper, Monty Noble and Warwick
Armstrong, became household names and were a huge
source of pride to their fellow Australians.
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ENGLISH GHIUKET

WHICH DIED AT THE OVAL

ON
29th AUGUST, 1882,

Dq.ply lamented by a large circle of somwmg
fnends and acqminunoes

R.).P.

N.B.—The body will be cremated and the
ashes taken to Australia.
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EEEE] The obituary for English cricket following the
Australian team'’s historic win

Did you know?

In May 1868, the first Australian cricket team to
play overseas travelled to England for a series of
matches. The team consisted of thirteen Aboriginal
men from the Western District of Victoria.

The Sporting Life proclaimed on 16 May 1868:

They are the first native Australians to have visited
this country on such a novel expedition, but it
must not be inferred that they are savages; on

the contrary ... They are perfectly civilized, having
been brought up in the bush to agricultural
pursuits ... With respect to their prowess [talent] as
cricketers—that will be conclusively determined
by their first public match.

EET™A The Aboriginal cricket team who played the
Melbourne Cricket Club on Boxing Day 1866, captained
by Tom Wills (one of the inventors of Australian
Rules football)

World War I, 1914-1918

In August 1914, Britain and its allies went to war against
Germany and its allies. Australia was immediately drawn in
to the conflict. Contemporary commentators glorified the
impact of the war on the ‘young’ country, calling the first
major campaign at Gallipoli a ‘baptism of fire’ and marking
the ‘birth of a nation’. The war itself had a devastating and
lasting effect on all who fought and those at home. By 1918,
416809 Australians had enlisted—a huge number given that
the population was less than 5 million at the time. By the
end of the war, more than 60000 soldiers had lost their lives
and 156000 had been wounded or taken prisoner.

Remembering and understanding

1 What was the focus of Douglas Mawson’s
Antarctic expeditions?

2 When was the Model T Ford first introduced
in Australia? In what way did inventions like
the motor car help change people’s lives?

Applying and analysing

3 How did competing with (and beating) the
‘Old Country’ at cricket contribute to the
sense of national identity that was emerging
in Australia at this time?

4 In what ways could it be said that the
Australia of 1914 was progressive and
successful? Whose perspective is reflected in
this view? What would life have been like for
groups who were excluded from the vision
and values of the new nation?

Evaluating and creating

5 Imagine you are a member of the Aboriginal
cricket team which toured England in 1868.
Write a letter home explaining to your loved
ones the things you have seen and the
experiences you have had. To help you with
your letter, conduct some additional research
into the team—Iook at its members and
any accounts they may have left, the team’s
itinerary in England, and how they were
received by the English public.
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China and the
modern world

In 1689, the British East India Company
sent its first ship to the southern Chinese
port of Canton (present-day Guangzhou).
The East India Company sought to meet
increasing demand in Britain for Eastern
goods such as tea and silk. In the eighteenth
century, Chinese silk and porcelain were
popular among wealthy Europeans (thus
the term ‘fine china’). The Chinese emperor,
however, was reluctant to import European
manufactured goods in return because he
wished to keep China self-sufficient.

The ensuing period became a dance between
China and the West over who should control
key areas and resources. The influx of cheap
opium into China in the 1830s set the scene
for widespread social change and the famed
‘Opium Wars'. By 1918, after ending several
thousand years of dynastic rule, the Chinese
began a new republican era. This period of
nationalism was to be relatively short-lived.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

H1A What were the key features of the
Qing Dynasty?

H1B How was Chinese society structured?

H1C How did China come into contact with
Europe and what conflicts emerged?

H1D How and why did China end its
thousands of years of imperial rule?

A
LS | Before you begin

EFX¥N The British 67th Foot Regiment taking a fort during
the Second Opium War in 1860

GLOSSARY

cede lose control of a territory

concubine along-term mistress of a married man,
often living as part of the man’s household

Confucian relating to the teachings of the
philosopher Confucius

imperial pertaining to an emperor or their empire

kowtow to kneel and bow before the emperor as a
sign of respect

nationalism belief that people of the same race,
culture or ideals ought to belong to the same nation-
state and rule themselves

republic a country in which ultimate power is held
by the people entitled to vote and the head of state is
a representative of them, not a hereditary monarch

trade deficit when the value of a country’s imports
is higher than the value of its exports

tributary state a subordinate state that sends gifts
to the superior state

unequal treaties one-sided treaties that usually
benefited Europeans
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China and the modern world
o S

Between 1750 and 1918, China’s traditional society underwent upheaval and transformation.

The imperial Qing Dynasty resisted foreign interactions for a period before becoming more
open to outside influences. Unfortunately, one of these influences —the drug opium—brought
many social and political problems. China’s defeat in the resulting Opium Wars led to
economic strain and a Chinese desire to ‘self-strengthen’ via modernisation. When the Boxer
Rebellion caused another international conflict, China again faced humiliation. The failures of
the Qing government became more apparent and nationalists overthrew the dynasty after
approximately 300 years of rule.

Opium

poppies
m British government First British trade mission to China; emperor

Qing Dynasty takes control of China drastically cuts the refuses the proposal after Lord Macartney

after its armies capture Peking import duty on tea does not perform a full kowtow

o o o

(o) (o Mo

1600 1700 1800

1850

0000 000

O

Emperor Jiaqing bans the
sale of opium in China

o

Tea accounts for
approximately

90 per cent of British
trade with China

The first Protestant missionary
arrives in China

Emperor Daoguang forbids Chinese
from converting to Christianity

~ The North Gate of the
~ Emperor Shunzhi became the first Qing emperor of China, Forbidden City, Beijing
Mongolia and Manchuria in 1644 (formerly Peking)
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Second Opium War begins

The ‘Hundred Days of The Eight-Nation Alliance of
Reform’ involve economic, foreign powers sends 50000
Second Opium War ends military, political and troops to China in response to
with the Treaty of Tientsin educational reforms attacks on their embassies by
the rebel Boxers
0O
-
The first Office for Foreign Affairs
is established and Chinese D E Cixi
officials are encouraged to learn sig\r?:?r?er Br:fgrelsi’srot:))gol
foreign |
orelgn ‘anguages and agrees to pay $333
million to the Eight-Nation
Alliance
Taiping Rebellion crushed with
the help of foreign armies
= "® 1851 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920

A British fleet occupies Shanghai and proceeds
towards Nanking; the First Opium War ends with
the signing of the Treaty of Nanking

First Opium War begins: when foreign
merchants refuse to cease the sale of opium,
Lin Zexu closes the port of Canton to foreign
shipping and makes the British destroy
20000 chests of opium

The British government ends the
British East India Company’s opium
monopoly in India, leading to a flood
of cheap opium entering China

(o] 0) (o]

China is forced to
cede (lose) its most
important tributary
state, Korea, to Japan

o

EO———

Nationalists overthrow
the Qing Dynasty and
establish a republic,
ending 2000 years of
dynastic rule

The British add Burma,
another Chinese tributary
state, to their empire

China goes to war with
France over control of
Annam (part of Vietnam)
and loses

Dowager Empress Cixi, c. 1890 B>
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Birth of a dynasty
The Qing Dynasty took control of China in 1644 after

its armies captured Peking (present-day Beijing) and

made it the capital of its new empire. Shortly after, the

last Ming emperor committed suicide and Shunzhi was
declared the first Qing emperor over all of China, Mongolia
and Manchuria.

The Qing were Manchus from Manchuria, to the north of
China. Most Chinese people were of Han descent and did not
consider the Manchu to be the rightful rulers of China. The
vast majority therefore wanted to restore the Chinese rule of
the Ming Dynasty. To deal with this large-scale opposition,
Shunzhi ordered all Chinese men to dress as Manchus. They
also had to shave the front of their heads and plait their
remaining hair in a long pigtail at the back, as was Manchu
custom. Many Manchu nobles drove the Chinese off their
lands. Eventually, supporters of the former Ming Dynasty
throughout China rose in revolt against Qing rule.

FFEE] The responsibilities of the Six Boards

[IE®] Temple in
the Forbidden City,
Beijing

In 1645, Qing soldiers massacred hundreds of thousands

of their enemies at Yangzhou. This was done to teach the
rest of the Chinese population that resistance against Qing
rule would be met with brutal terror. By 1662, the last of the
resistance had been defeated, allowing the Qing Dynasty to
rule China until the early twentieth century.

Political features
The emperor

The emperor was the absolute ruler and head of the Qing
Dynasty. All policies were determined by him, as were all
official appointments and dismissals.

The emperor commanded the army and made treaties with
foreign powers. It was commonly believed that the emperor
received his authority to rule directly from God. For this
reason he had the title Son of Heaven. As long as the
emperor governed for the benefit of his subjects, he would
keep his mandate (right to rule).

The Grand Council

The Grand Council served as the emperor’s closest advisors.
Only members of the royal family were entitled to sit on the
Grand Council, which was usually made up of five or six
councillors. All imperial (pertaining to an emperor or their
empire) edicts and court letters were drafted by the Grand
Council and then presented to the emperor for approval.

The Six Boards

The Six Boards were part of the outer court and administered
less important matters. Only the emperor could issue orders
to the Six Boards. Each board had different responsibilities.

The Board of Civil Office

The Board of Revenue The Board of Rites

The Board of War

The Board of
Punishments

The Board of Public
Works

» Taxes and » Civil service * Green Standard * Legal system, ¢ Building works

examinations
¢ Court and temple rituals
* Visits of foreigners to the
imperial court

government finances
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Army (internal
police force)

including the courts ¢« Minting of coins
and prisons



Macau

China during the height of the Qing Dynasty

Censors

Censors acted as the eyes and ears of the emperor throughout
China. They were mainly responsible for discovering secret
opposition, corruption and poor performance by local
officials. Censors could criticise any official as they saw fit,
either publicly or in private to the emperor.

Economic features

Up until the fourteenth century, the Chinese economy
was larger than that of Europe. However, from around the
sixteenth century new shipping technology resulted in the
rise of European economies. By the nineteenth century,
China’s economy was stagnant and Britain dominated
international trade.

The importance of agriculture
China under the Qing Dynasty was an agricultural
economy. Since the vast majority of people were peasants,
most government revenue came from land and poll taxes
(taxes collected per person). These had to be paid twice a
year in the form of money, grain and compulsory labour.
Most peasants resented the requirement to work for the
government as it took them away from their land.

Population growth

The Chinese population began steadily increasing from the
middle of the eighteenth century due to an extended period
of economic prosperity and internal peace. By 1850, China’s

OHong Kong
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greatest extent c. 1750
[ Tributary states

population had reached over 450 million. This resulted

in a rural land shortage that caused widespread poverty
and famine. Increased taxes and corrupt officials made the
peasants’ situation worse.

Regional trade
In order to receive China’s protection, its smaller neighbours
were required make special pilgrimages to pay tribute to the
Chinese emperor in Peking. These tributary missions often
involved thousands of envoys, courtiers and merchants.
Visiting envoys submitted their petitions before the emperor
and presented their tribute in the form of gold, silver and
expensive gifts. In return, the emperor would promise to
protect the tributary state from invasion and would send
support in times of hardship.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why was the emperor referred to as the Son
of Heaven?
2 What were tributary missions?

A
LS| Hia

Applying and analysing
3 Create a concept map showing the reasons
why the Qing Emperor was an absolute ruler.
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The structure of Chinese
society
Nobility

The imperial army was organised into eight Manchu

Banners, and all Manchu families belonged to one of these
banners. Members of the banners were called bannermen.

Leaders from areas conquered by the Manchus were also
made bannermen as a way of ensuring their loyalty.

There were nine ranks of nobility apart from royal family.
All noblemen passed their titles onto their eldest son. The
eldest son’s title would be one rank lower than his father’s.

Commoners

Ordinary people who had a reputable occupation were
referred to as commoners. This was according to the
Confucian (relating to the teachings of the philosopher
Confucius) principle that those who use their minds
should rule over those who use their strength. These people
were called ‘good people’ and belonged to one of four
occupations: scholar-official, peasant, artisan or merchant.

Scholar-officials

Scholar-officials were the moral guardians of society who
were experts in Confucianism. They often gave public
lectures and produced pamphlets calling for virtuous

and honourable behaviour. Scholar-officials had to pass a
rigorous examination in order to obtain the literary degree
needed to work in the civil service. Years of study could be
richly rewarded with high status and many privileges.

Peasants

Peasants made up about 80 per cent of the population
during the late Qing Dynasty. Since food production was
the basis of the economy, peasants were seen as important.
In order to control such a large population, the Qing rulers
forced peasants to spend some of the year working for no
pay on public works such as roads, bridges, defensive walls,
dams and canals. Theoretically, peasants were permitted to
sit for the civil service examination, though in reality it took
years of study to pass—time that the average peasant could
not afford away from their land.

Artisans and craftsmen

Artisans and craftsmen included doctors, architects, priests,
brewers, tea producers and silk makers. These occupations
required training or a special skill that was passed down
from father to son. If he became successful, an artisan could
hire apprentices and labourers to work for him. Since they
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owned no land, artisans and craftsmen could not be taxed,
and therefore lacked the same rights and status of peasants.

Merchants

Merchants were considered to be at the bottom of the social
ladder, regardless of how wealthy they became. This was
because Confucian scholars frowned upon the pursuit of
profit at others’ expense. Nevertheless, the growing demand
for tea and silk by Europeans throughout the nineteenth
century saw some merchants become incredibly wealthy.

The classless

About 1 per cent of Chinese society during the Qing
Dynasty sat outside the social ladder. These were people
such as prostitutes, actors and slaves who were denied the
rights of ordinary commoners. This group was referred to as
‘mean people’. The law forbade mean people from marrying

‘good people’.

BEEEN Receiving the Scriptures, a scroll painting by Qing
Dynasty painter Huang Shen, 1687-1772



Lives of men, women and
children
Marriage

Marriages were arranged by fathers and were seen as the
extension of a family rather than the creation of a new one.
After getting married, a woman would join her husband’s
family. A married woman was expected to submit to her
husband and faithfully serve her in-laws, especially her
mother-in-law. When her husband died, a woman then had
to submit to her son.

Family

Daily life in Qing China involved interactions with
numerous relatives—parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts,
uncles and cousins. A typical home for a wealthier family
could have up to 100 members living together. However,
only the blood relatives of the father were considered to be
true family. In wealthier families, servants, maids, and even
concubines were also part of the household. Becoming a
concubine (a long-term mistress of a married man) was one
of the very few ways for a Chinese woman to improve her
position in the world.

ET®¥] German
e artist's impression
of Chinese
" concubines,
around 1880

Goncubines

Children

Children were expected to obey their parents when they
were young and, later, to look after their parents in old age
and sickness. A disrespectful child would bring great shame
to their family. Since daughters would one day leave the
family home to live with their in-laws, most parents wanted
to have boys so that they would be looked after in their old

age. It was the eldest son who was responsible for carrying
on the family name and leading ancestral worship. Girls
were usually referred to simply as Daughter Number One,
Daughter Number Two, and so on.

Religion and culture
The importance of Confucianism

Confucianism is a humanist philosophy, not a religion,
because it is concerned with how people should behave
rather than with supernatural gods. At the time of the Qing
Dynasty, the Confucianist belief system had been universally
accepted in China for several centuries.

The five virtues

Confucian thought is built around the concept of virtue—
that is, ideals or ethics that all people should aspire to for
the benefit of everyone. The five virtues of Confucianism are:

> integrity—do what you promise to do and fulfil your
obligations to others

> humanness (or altruism)—do to others what you would
have them do to you

> righteousness—do what is right and just

> etiquette (or propriety)—show your respect by following
custom and ritual

»  knowledge—find out as much about the world and avoid
errors due to ignorance.
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EF®E] Confucius, 1770, Granger Collection

CHAPTER H1 | CHINA AND THE MODERN WORLD -



Filial piety

According to Confucian teaching, filial piety is the basis of

all moral behaviour. This is an ethic based on a deep respect
for elders and superiors, and kindness towards inferiors.
Confucius identified five relationships in which filial piety was
to be observed. These required strict observance of one’s own
role in order to make society harmonious. These relationships
are shown in order of importance in Source H1.2.4.

Ruler (benevolent) and subject (loyal)

Father (loving) and son (obedient)

Older brother (gentle) and younger brother (respectful)
Husband (good) and wife (attentive)

a b WDN R

Older friend (considerate) and younger friend (deferential)

EI®XA The five basic relationships of Confucianism

Daoism

Daoism was founded by the ancient Chinese philosopher Laozi
in the sixth century Bc. The Chinese word ‘Tao” means way or
path, but Tao is best understood as a force that runs through
everything. Daoism is considered a religion because of its belief
in a supernatural deity that is to be worshipped, even though

it is one that exists in and through everything. Since the Tao
exists in everything, Daoism teaches that everything in the
world is connected and must be kept in balance—a concept
represented by the yin-yang symbol (see Source H1.2.5).

Taoist influence declined during the period of the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1912). At this time, there was an increased
interest in Confucianism, which was generally considered to
be a more practical belief system. Because Daoism was a native
Chinese religion that was popular with the masses, the Qing
rulers, who were Manchus, were always highly suspicious of it.

EFEX] The yin-yang symbol of
Daoism

Buddhism

Buddhism originated in India during the fifth century Bc
and probably came to China some time during the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 Bc). Buddhism quickly grew in popularity
with ordinary Chinese, since it offered new opportunities for
younger sons who had little chance of owning land. Under
the Qing emperors, Buddhism fared better than Daoism
mainly because the Manchus had already shown a strong
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interest in Tibetan Buddhism before conquering China.
Buddhism includes the following main beliefs:

reincarnation—Buddhists believe that all living things are
reborn, or reincarnated. For many Buddhists, therefore, death
is seen as a temporary end—a transition between one life
and the next. When a living thing is reincarnated, the type of
person or creature they are reborn as will be determined by
the karma they achieved in their previous lifetime.

karma—simply means acting or doing, and any kind of
intentional act is considered to be either good or bad karma.
According to Buddhists, every birth is influenced by the
karma of the person’s previous life.

avoid harm—since Buddhists believe animals and even
ghosts can be reborn into human beings, they strive to bring
happiness to all living things. By following the five precepts of
harmlessness (see Source H1.2.6), Buddhists seek to avoid
harm to all including themselves.

There are five key precepts (principles) of Buddhism that
seek to guide human behaviour:

Avoid intentionally killing any living thing
Avoid stealing from anyone

Avoid sexual misconduct

Avoid intoxicants

a b WON PR

Avoid lying

[EF®X3 Buddhism's five precepts of harmlessness

Detail of an embroidered silk banner of the Buddha.
Found in the Buddhist cave temples of Dunhuang, preserved
in a sealed cave. Tang dynasty, 618-906.



Ancestor worship

Most Chinese families were dedicated to the daily worship
of their dead ancestors. This practice drew on elements of
Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism. One room in every
house contained a number of wooden spirit tablets, one for
each ancestor. Incense was offered to dead ancestors in the
hope that their spirits could help living family members
succeed in this world.

Did you know?

In the nineteenth century, the practice of foot binding
was common for Chinese women. Having lotus feet
(bound feet) forced a young woman to take dainty
steps. The process of foot binding began at around
the age of 3, before the arch of the foot had had a
chance to develop. All ten toes were folded back and
broken, as was the arch of each foot.

EIEX] A Chinese man standing in front of ancestral tablets,

c. 1905
EFEX] An unwrapped lotus foot LS’ 1B
Remembering and understanding Applying and analysing
1 Which groups in Chinese society were considered 9 Construct a social hierarchy pyramid. This
to be ‘good people’ and ‘mean people’? should show the status, from highest to lowest,
2 Why were Chinese peasants ranked higher than of each group in Chinese society.
merchants? 10 Construct a table that compares and contrasts
3 Identify two examples of women’s low status in Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism.
nineteenth-century Chinese society. 11 Consider whether or not the five basic
4 Why were sons preferred over daughters? relationships of Confucianism could exist in
5 Define the terms ‘virtue’, filial piety’, ‘Tao’ your own family, school and government today.
and ‘karma’. 12 Investigate the origins and purpose of the
6 Why is Confucianism not considered to be Eight Manchu Banners. Also find out what was
a religion? distinctive about each of the eight banners.
7 What happened to Daoism during Qing rule? Present your information, images, video and
8 Why did Buddhism become more popular sound in a digital format of your own choice.

during the Qing Dynasty?
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Early missionary contact
Jesuit missionaries

Jesuit missionaries, members of a Catholic order of priests
and brothers, were among the first European visitors to
China. In 1630 one of the missionaries, Johann Adam
Schall von Bell, a learned astronomer, was appointed to the
court of Emperor Shunzhi. As a result of his importance to
the emperor, the Jesuits were permitted to build churches
throughout China. Within a few decades the number of
Christian converts had risen to around 150 000.

Protestant missionaries

In 1807 the first Protestant missionary, Robert Morrison,
arrived in China. He worked at translating the Bible into
Chinese and was the first to produce a Chinese-English
dictionary. In 1826, Emperor Daoguang forbade Chinese
from converting to Christianity. Those who refused to
renounce their faith were banished to the province of
Xinjiang, where they were given to Muslim rulers as
slaves. Foreign missionaries responsible for conversions
were punished.

He who propagates the religion, inflaming and
deceiving the people, if the number be not large, and
no names be given, shall be sentenced to strangulation
after a period of imprisonment.

P& Quoted in Robert Samuel Maclay (1861), Life Among
the Chinese: With Characteristic Sketches and Incidents of
Missionary Operations and Prospects in China, Carlton &
Porter

Early trade contact
European trade

In 1685, Emperor Kangxi first allowed Europeans to

trade with China. In China, however, there was very little
demand for European goods. The Chinese were determined
that China should remain self-sufficient and insisted

that all foreigners had to pay for their goods with silver.
This resulted in a large trade deficit (when the value of a
country’s imports is higher than the value of its exports)
for Britain.
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The first European trade mission
Until 1793, no European diplomat had ever visited the
Chinese emperor. However, in 1792 Emperor Qianlong was
informed that Britain’s Lord Macartney was coming as part
of a tributary mission to celebrate his eighty-third birthday.
The eighty-four members of Macartney’s mission brought
with them an array of gifts for the emperor including a
planetarium and mechanical instruments. On 14 September
1793, Macartney finally met with Qianlong but refused to
perform the full ceremonial kowtow (to kneel and bow
before the emperor as a sign of respect). Due to Macartney’s
lack of respect, Qianlong refused to agree to the requests of
the British government (see Source H1.3.2).

Trade between Britain and China was therefore slow to
develop, although by 1800 tea accounted for approximately
90 per cent of all British trade with China. By then the
British East India Company was importing over 10.5 million
kilograms of tea per year.

Formerly Portugal presented tribute;

Now England is paying homage.

They have out-travelled Shu-hai and Heng-chang
[famous travellers in Chinese mythology];

My Ancestors’ merit and virtue must have reached their
distant shores.

Though their tribute is commonplace, my heart
approves sincerely.

Curios and the boasted ingenuity of their devices |
prize not.

Though what they bring is meagre, yet,

In my kindness to men from afar | make generous
return,

Wanting to preserve my good health and power.

EFE¥] Poem written by Emperor Qianlong about
Macartney’s mission to China, quoted in Immanuel C.Y. Hsu,
The Rise of Modern China, Oxford University Press, 1983

Limiting European contact

To restrict the activity of foreigners, a unique system of
trade known as the Canton System was introduced. All
foreign trade had to be conducted through the port of
Canton in the far south of the empire. Interaction between
foreigners and ordinary Chinese people was not allowed
and all dealings had to be with one of thirteen government-
appointed Hong merchants. All foreigners were subject to
Chinese law, which many Europeans objected to (see sources
H1.3.3 and H1.3.4).



factories.

2 All foreigners must leave Canton after the trading
season (October to January).

authorities in Macau.

their factory.

5 Foreign factories are not permitted to employ
Chinese maids.

Pearl River.

7 Foreigners are not permitted to learn Chinese or
purchase Chinese books.

Chinese people.

9 Alltrade must be conducted via the Hong
merchants—no foreigner is permitted to directly
communicate with private Chinese merchants.

to foreigners.

1 No foreign women or firearms are permitted in the

3 All captains must register their ships with the Chinese

4 Foreigners can move freely only within 100 yards of

6 Foreigners are not permitted to row their boats in the

8 No foreigner is permitted to make direct contact with

10 Hong merchants are not permitted to go into debt

FFEE] Regulations on foreign trade in Canton
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Continuity and change:
Opium in China

The opium trade

Opium is produced from the sap of the opium poppy.
The sap is turned into powder, which is then used mainly
for medicinal purposes, but it is also a highly addictive
drug. Towards the end of the eighteenth century opium
became increasingly popular in China. Illegal smuggling
fed the growing demand for the drug. In 1796, Emperor
Jiaqing banned the sale of opium but this had little

effect. In 1833, the British government ended the British
East India Company’s opium monopoly (exclusive trade) in
India. This flooded China with cheap opium and changed
society dramatically.

[FEY] Growth of opium imports into China

Year Number of chests imported

1729 200
1790 4000
1820 5000
1830 16000
1838 28000
1858 70000
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[FEX] The Hongs at Canton c. 1820, artist unknown. Note the flags being flown.
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It is estimated that at the height of the opium trade there
were as many as 10 million addicts throughout China,

and that about 20 to 30 per cent of government officials
were opium users. This had severe social and economic
consequences, as addicts became withdrawn and apathetic
and spent most of their income on opium. Opium addiction
was a problem for all classes of Chinese.

China’s response to illegal opium
In 1839, Lin Zexu was appointed as the imperial
commissioner responsible for destroying the opium trade.
He had over 1600 Chinese opium dealers arrested and
confiscated more than 42000 pipes used to smoke opium.
Commissioner Lin’s perspective on the opium trade can be
seen in the letter he wrote to Queen Victoria, pleading for
her to stop the trade (see Source H1.3.6).

We have heard that in your own country opium is
prohibited with the utmost strictness and severity: this
is a strong proof that you know full well how hurtful it
is to mankind. Since then you do not permit it to injure
your own country, you ought not to have the injurious
drug transferred to another country, and above all
others, how much less to the Inner Land [China]!

EFEX] Extract from a letter from the Imperial Commissioner
Lin Zexu to Queen Victoria in 1839

On 18 March 1839, Lin ordered all foreign merchants to
hand over their opium within three days and sign a pledge
to never sell it again. When the merchants ignored this,

he closed the port of Canton to all foreign shipping and
seized control of a British factory with 350 people inside.
They were only freed when the British government agreed
to destroy 20000 chests of opium, but they demanded
financial compensation for the loss.

The Opium Wars

In response to the destruction of the opium, the British
Navy sent a fleet of warships to seize control of Canton and
other coastal ports. Wooden Chinese junks stood no chance
against steam-powered, iron-hulled British ships. In 1842,
the British fleet was able to occupy Shanghai and then
proceed up the Yangtze River towards Nanking, bombarding
several coastal towns along the way. Hostilities ceased on

29 August 1842, when the Chinese agreed to sign the Treaty
of Nanking. This ceded (lost) control of Hong Kong to
Britain and opened four new ports to British shipping. In
addition, China agreed to pay the equivalent of $9 million
in compensation for the opium that had been destroyed.

In 1844, France and the United States took advantage

of China’s defeat by obtaining similar unequal treaties
(one-sided treaties that usually benefited Europeans).
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These changed China by effectively ending the Canton
System and allowing the Western powers to penetrate
inland China.

The opening of China

For the next decade, Chinese authorities were reluctant to

carry out the terms of the unequal treaties. This led to the

start of the Second Opium War in 1856, with even worse
consequences for the Chinese. The Treaty of Tientsin in
1858 required many changes, including the opening of
eleven new ports to foreign shipping and the freedom for

all foreigners, including Christian missionaries, to travel

throughout China. Previous laws that made foreigners
subject to Chinese law were also abolished.

Remembering and understanding

1

2

3

4

How did Emperor Daoguang respond to the
spread of Christianity in China?

Explain how and why trade between China
and Britain first began to develop.

What did the failure of Lord Macartney’s
trade mission show about attitudes of
Europeans and Chinese towards each other?
Why did the opium trade develop and how
did the Chinese try to deal with it?

Applying and analysing

5

Examine Source H1.3.3. Explain how each
regulation aimed to limit European contact.
Discuss whether or not you think each
regulation would have been effective.
Analyse the Opium Wars by creating a five-
column table and listing the following:
* causes—reasons for the outbreak of

the wars
e course-turning points during the wars
» consequences—results of the wars

e characters—important individuals and
groups involved

e controversies—issues which were or
are still debated.

Carefully examine Source H1.3.2. Write a
similar poem from the perspective of the
Commissioner Lin Zexu on the growing
opium trade in 1839.

Evaluating and creating

8

Evaluate Source H1.3.7. What message
does it convey and what techniques does
it use?



‘China: The cake of kings and emperors’, 1898, Le Petit Journal
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1271 Consequences of contact

with Europeans

Mixed consequences

Positive consequences of the contact between China and
Europe included:

the beginning of modernisation
new economic opportunities
reform of the Qing government
Chinese emigration worldwide
the beginning of trade relations

YYYVYYVYY

new cultural awareness.

Negative consequences of the contact between China and
Europe included:

> a weakened Chinese military following defeat and
humiliation in war

increased opium imports and addiction

loss of China’s prestige in Asia

an influx of foreign ideas

YYVYY

a weaker Qing Dynasty following rebellions such as
the Taiping Rebellion

> the decline in traditional cottage industries

» territorial losses to Russia

> concessions made in the unequal treaties.

Effects of the Opium Wars
Economic effects

With the opening of several new ‘treaty ports’ after the
Opium Wars, China experienced an influx of foreign

goods. This led to a serious decline in traditional cottage
industries. Canton suffered the most, since the city had
been the only port open to European traders for well over
150 years. As a result, there was a mass movement of people
from Canton to Shanghai. This brought with it enormous
social problems such as homelessness and crime.

Religious effects

China’s southern provinces were the first to experience an
influx of Christian missionaries from the West. Christianity
appealed to the growing number of people who had been
forced to leave their homes in search of work. This led

to tension. Christians accused Buddhists and Taoists of
superstitious idol worship, while Christians were accused of
accepting a foreign faith.

- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

EE™®E] French-British army enters through the Tchao-yant
gate, Peking

The Taiping Rebellion

The most serious of the rebellions against the Qing
Dynasty at this time was the Taiping Rebellion. The
Taiping Rebellion became a 14-year civil war that resulted
in the deaths of around 20 million soldiers and civilians.

Did you know?

The Protestant beliefs of the Taiping rebels were

at odds with mainstream Confucian values. Many
Chinese were wary of the Protestant view that all
believers are equal, since this threatened to destroy
the roles and responsibilities between superiors and
inferiors in society.



The leader of the rebellion was Hong Xiuquan, a recent
Christian convert. Establishing a capital for his Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom in Nanking, Hong eventually built a
civilian army of over 1 million men. As they gained control
of new territory, the Taiping rebels:

> redistributed the land equally to all men and women
over the age of 16

» destroyed temples and shrines and forbade ancestor
worship

> introduced measures to support the sick and people
with disabilities

> prohibited opium smoking, foot binding, slavery and
prostitution.

| have no hope of any good ever coming of the
(Taiping) rebel movement ... They do nothing but burn,
murder and destroy ... They have held Nanking eight
years, and there is not a symptom of rebuilding it.
Trade and industry are prohibited.

FI®®] Alexander Michie, an Englishman who visited the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in Nanking in 1861 (quoted in
Hsu, The Rise of Modern China, Oxford University Press,
1983, p. 245)

Defeat of the rebellion

The Taiping Rebellion was eventually crushed in 1864 with
the help of foreign armies. This occurred only after the
rebels began to threaten foreign trade. By guaranteeing the
continuation of foreign trade, the Qing Dynasty was able to
draw support from European powers.

Modernisation

The shock of defeat in the Opium Wars and, later, the

near success of the Taiping Rebellion led to a period of
‘self-strengthening’ by the Qing Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty
survived for almost 50 more years, mainly because its officials
recognised the need to modernise China. In 1898, during the
‘Hundred Days of Reform’, economic, military, political and
educational changes were made.

China looks abroad

As part of the ‘self-strengthening’ policy, Chinese students
were encouraged to study overseas to find out about Western
scientific knowledge. As a result, small-scale industry began
to emerge, including gun factories, shipyards and textiles
factories. In 1861, the first Office for Foreign Affairs was
established and Chinese officials were encouraged to learn
foreign languages.

Foreign wars

In 1884, China went to war with France over control of
Annam (part of present-day Vietnam) and lost. Annam had
long been one of China’s tributary states.

In 1885, the British followed the French example and
added Burma, another of China’s tributary states, to their
vast empire. In 1895, after a short and decisive naval battle
against Japan, China was forced to cede its most important
tributary state, Korea. This was the first time in centuries
that China had been defeated by another Asian power.
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Remembering and understanding

1 Outline two effects of the opening of China
after its defeat in the Opium Wars.

2 Who was Hong Xiuquan? What did he
believe and attempt to do?

3 Why was the Qing Dynasty able to survive
the Taiping Rebellion?

Applying and analysing

4 Give an example of how contact with
European powers did not always benefit
China.

5 Imagine that the year is 1839 and you are
Commissioner Lin Zexu. Faced with solving
the problem of the British opium trade,
consider the options that are realistically
available to you. Think about both intended
as well as unintended outcomes of all of
the available options. You may include
real decisions and actions made by
Commissioner Lin.
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Wi The Boxer Rebellion and
its aftermath

Causes of the Boxer Course of the Boxer Rebellion
Rebelllon Attacks on Chris_tians . .
Growing anti_western feeling The Boxer Rebellion began in the province of Shandong

in northern China. At first, the Boxers attacked churches

In 1898, the Yellow River burst its banks. The flood caused throughout the countryside. Chanting slogans such as
crop failure and resulted in a famine directly affecting ‘Destroy what is foreign’ and ‘Kill the foreign devils’, the
over 2 million people. Widespread poverty and hunger led Boxers and their supporters ripped up railway tracks

and telegraph lines.

to frustration and anger. Banditry and violence became
common throughout the countryside. To protect their

villages from looting, a movement of Chinese martial artists *
called the Yihequan (the Righteous and Harmonious Fists)
arose. Nicknamed Boxers by the British, this movement
turned into a large peasant revolt intent on ridding China

The Siege of Peking

By 1899, the Boxer movement had grown into a
considerable force and spread northwards to Peking,

of all foreign influence. where it aimed to destroy foreign embassies. The Boxers
also wanted to overthrow Emperor Guangxu, whom they

Many Chinese blamed their problems on the arrival of blamed for allowing the spread of foreign influence. For

foreigners and turned to the Boxers. It was believed the 55 days, the Boxers laid siege to Peking, trying to destroy
Boxers had mystical powers that would enable them to the foreign embassies and kill the diplomats, their
defeat the foreigners. These powers included spells that, if families and the Chinese Christians who took refuge

there. During the siege, sixty-six foreigners were killed
and more than 150 were wounded.

Fearing the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty, the Dowager
Empress Cixi (widow of the previous emperor) sided
with the Boxers. With the support of anti-Western
officials within the palace, Cixi deposed her own son,
Guangxu, and had him imprisoned. On 21 June 1900,
Cixi promised to support the Boxers.

Western intervention

In response to the attacks upon their embassies, Britain,
France, Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, the United
States of America, Italy and Japan formed the Eight-
Nation Alliance and sent a multinational force of 50000
troops. In July 1900, the first foreign forces arrived with
badly needed supplies and went into battle with the
Boxers (see Source H1.5.2). Over the next year, the
forces of the alliance gradually gained control over the
provinces of northern China.

Did you know?

The Chinese secret society known as the Yihequan
(the Righteous and Harmonious Fists) emerged from
the coastal area of Shandong. The group practised
boxing and calisthenics in the hope of becoming
indestructible, which is why they became known as the
‘Boxers’. They intensely disliked Western foreigners and

[FFEEY ‘Boxer’ of the Boxer Rebellion in China, 1900 attempted to overthrow the Qing Dynasty because of its

perceived weaknesses in relation to foreigners.
- PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9

chanted correctly, would supposedly make the individual
invulnerable to bullets.




EEEE] American, British and Japanese troops storming the Imperial Pekin castle in Beijing, China, 14 August 1900
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FFEE] Boxer prisoners captured and brought in by the 6th
US Cavalry in Tientsin, 1901

Consequences of the
rebellion

Relations with foreign powers

On 7 September 1901, the Dowager Empress Cixi signed
the Boxer Protocol, a peace agreement that forced the ruling
dynasty to pay around $333 million to the Eight-Nation
Alliance. China was prohibited from importing weapons
and ammunition, and all anti-foreign activity was to be
punishable by death. Ten leading officials of the Qing court
were executed for their role in supporting the rebellion and
the massacre of Christians.

Did you know?

A contingent of naval troops from the colonies of
Victoria and New South Wales was sent to assist the
British in the fight against the Boxers in late 1900.
The Australians took part in a number of actions and
played a role in restoring order once the rebellion
had been crushed, but they saw little direct combat.
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BFE¥] Dowager Empress Cixi

Chinese perspectives

For the past 30 years [foreign powers] have taken
advantage of our country’s benevolence and
generosity, as well as our whole-hearted conciliation to
give free rein to their unscrupulous ambitions.

XX Dowager Empress Cixi, 1900
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La Chine aux Chinois! — Tel pourrail étre le titre d'une publication répandue & folson
dans toule la Chl[le et dont nous reproduisons ici quelques images en résumant le texte qui les
sccompagne. Crlln\'r(- 8 d0 puissamment contribuer & la préparation des événements actuels. 11
s‘ouvre par une Image rep des Chinols g autour d'un pore crucifié, ta
derridre eux, des chrétiens courlisent leurs femmes. ~ B

EFEX3 China for the Chinese, 1891—a popular Chinese print
calling for attacks on foreigners
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A Western perspective

‘Civilisation is telling the Chinese emperor to slay the
Boxer dragon, otherwise she will be forced to do it', Puck,
c. 1900

Chinese nationalism and the
collapse of the Qing

Sensing the decline of Manchu power, many Han Chinese
(from the majority ethnic group) saw an opportunity to
overthrow the Qing dynasty. The belief that the Han should
rule China is known as Chinese nationalism (belief that
people of the same race, culture or ideals ought to belong to
the same nation-state and rule themselves).

In 1911, the nationalists overthrew the Qing Dynasty and
established a new republic (a country in which ultimate
power is held by the people entitled to vote and the head of
state is a representative of them, not a hereditary monarch).
This brought an end to over three centuries of Manchu rule
and more than 2000 years of dynastic rule in China.

China and World War I

The new Chinese republic under Yuan Shikai was initially
neutral in World War I but declared war on Germany
in 1917.

In January 1915, Japan issued Twenty-One Demands

which China reluctantly accepted. The demands included
confirmation of Japan’s railway and mining claims in
Shandong province, the granting of concessions in
Manchuria and access to areas along the Chinese coast.
Chinese anger at what it saw as generous treatment of Japan
at the post-war Paris Peace Conference in 1919 contributed
to the rise of the Chinese Communist Party, which seized
control of China in 1949.



Skills builder

Historical thinking with
living timelines

In history we often use timelines, but how can we

3 Appoint a student to take notes on the activity
and the discussion to follow. The note-taker
should focus not so much on the choices people
make but on the reasons they give.

use them to generate historical thinking? 4 Taking turns, place each event in the
Historical thinking explores five key areas: chronology, appropriate place on the timeline. You should
sources as evidence, continuity and change, cause make your judgements from the perspective
and effect, and historical significance. Living timelines of .the Qing government. For example,. the
can help you to think about these ideas and to consider seizure of China by the Qing Dynasty in 1644
history from a range of perspectives and angles. might appear as a_hlgh point of *3, while the
) ) ) o ) ) overthrow of the Qing in 1911 might be a low
Here is one suggestion for creating a living timeline point of —3. Each placement should be justified,
in your classroom. You will need a clear area on the and if others disagree with the placement, the
floor, index cards, blank paper, pens, and two long placement should be discussed.
pieces of string. 5 When all the events have been placed on the
1 Using the string and index cards, create an timeline, discuss any patterns or features that
arrangement like this on your classroom floor: appear. The note-taker should report back on
) ) what they observed about the historical thinking
Perspective: the Qing dynasty that went into the decision-making.
High points
+3
+2
+1
1644 1650 1700 1750 1770 1790 1810 1830 1850 1870 1890 1911
-1 Time
-2
-3
Low points

2 Working in small groups, create cards listing
key events in the period. Use this chapter to find
the information. An event that occurred over
a period of time should appear on a long, thin
piece of paper.

Remembering and understanding

1 Identify the events that occurred in the years
1898, 1899, 1900 and 1901.

2 Who were the Boxers and why did many
Chinese peasants support them?

3 Explain how the Boxer Rebellion affected the
Qing emperor Guangxu.

4 How were the Boxers eventually

defeated?

6 You could then repeat the activity from a
different perspective, such as that of Britain,
or anti-foreign Chinese such as the Boxers.
Alternatively, you could measure economic or
social life in the same period.

N
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Applying and analysing

5 Examine sources H1.5.5to H1.5.7. In a Venn
diagram or other graphic organiser, compare
and contrast Chinese and Western perspectives
on the Boxer Rebellion.

Evaluating and creating

6 Read about living timelines in the Skills Builder.
Create a living timeline about the level of conflict
experienced by China (internally and externally)
in the period 1750-1918.
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Japan and the
modern world

From the arrival of Christian missionaries in
1549 and Dutch traders in 1609, Japan had an
uneasy relationship with foreigners until an
event that changed the country forever. In 1853 a
United States naval force under the command of
Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in Edo Bay,
bringing the traditional shogunate society out of
isolation. The wresting of control from shoguns
to emperor during the Meiji restoration allowed
Japan to survive humiliations and emerge as an
industrialised modern nation able to compete
with Western powers. After success in a number
of conflicts in the early twentieth century, Japan
set out to prove its military strength.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

H2A What was the Tokugawa Shogunate
and how did it rule Japan?

H2B How was traditional Japanese society
structured?

H2C How did Japan respond to
approaches from foreign traders?

H2D How did Japan modernise politically
and economically?

A
LS | Before you begin

GLOSSARY

Bushido samurai code, sometimes known as the
Way of the Warrior

conscription compulsory service in the armed
forces

daimyo feudal lords who controlled major regions
during the rule of the shogun

feudalism a system in which a ruler claims
ownership of all lands, but rewards loyal nobles with
control of a domain

hierarchy a social structure in which some
members are ranked higher than others

imperial pertaining to an emperor or their empire

nationalism belief that people of the same race,
culture or ideals ought to belong to the same nation-
state and rule themselves

samurai members of the Japanese warrior class

shogun military ruler

shogunate military government

sphere of influence aregion where one foreign
power is recognised as the controlling power

syncretism the merging together of two religions or
traditions

EEX¥ A woodcut artwork depicting Commander Perry’s arrival in Japan in 1853
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Japan and the modern world

Between 1750 and 1918, Japan underwent significant change. Traditional ways of life based
on Shinto, respect for ancestors and honour codes were disrupted by urbanisation and
economic challenges. The Tokugawa government, dominated by localised shoguns, daimyo
and samurai, was remade as an industrialised nation under the ‘enlightened’ Meiji Emperor.
The demand for access to Japanese ports and goods brought the country into greater
contact with foreigners, not always harmoniously. Japan’s victory in the war with Russia in
the early twentieth century emboldened it for future incursions into China and beyond.

Conscription is introduced

for men over 20 years of age;
Japan begins producing modern
weapons and sends officers to
European academies

1854

O

The first treaty is signed
between Japan and a
Western power, the
Treaty of Kanagawa

The warlord Tokugawa leyasu establishes a military government—

his descendants will run the shogunate for 250 years US Commodore Perry’s squadron
~ of four gunboats arrives in Edo Bay
A 4

o

1600 1700

1867

Civil war breaks out between supporters of the
emperor and supporters of the shogun; Mutsuhito
becomes the Meiji (enlightened) Emperor
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1800
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1868

The shogunate is officially abolished

00 O
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Japanese block
print artwork
showing
Japan’s victory
at Port Arthur,
c. 1905

1880




Allied Peace p
Conference at
Versailles,
France, 1919

0N
TN T

- Commodore
Matthew Perry’s

arrival
1894 11915 |
Japan occupies most of Japan issues China with Twenty-One Demands, As a result of the Paris Peace Conference,
Korea and enters Manchuria, including confirmation of its claims in Shandong Japan is granted control of Germany’s
a border state of China; First province, concessions in Manchuria and access holdings in Shandong, China; Japan
Sino-Japanese War begins to the Chinese coast; China reluctantly agrees stands as a confident modern nation

o o o
o o (o)

'="®.881 1900 1910 1920

Japan enters an

m O alliance with the

Anglo-Japanese Alliance is the first Entente Powers
military alliance between a European in World War |
power and an Asian power; Japan joins

the Eight-Nation Alliance that helps
suppress China’s Boxer Rebellion

(1904 o

Japan’s attack on the Russian fleet in Port Arthur
in Korea leads to the Russo-Japanese War

1905 o

The Treaty of Portsmouth is signed
between Russia and Japan
Tokugawa leyasu B
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Introducing Japan in the
Tokugawa period

Geographical features

Japan is an archipelago, with the four largest islands
being Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. It is quite
mountainous, sO Most crops are grown in tiered terraces.
Japan regularly experiences earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions as it sits on a fault line.

Political features
Tokugawa rule

In 1603, the powerful warlord Tokugawa Ieyasu took control
of Japan. The Tokugawa clan established a shogunate

(military government) with the shogun at its head. For
the next 250 years, Ieyasu’s descendants ruled as shoguns.
The Tokugawa Shogunate controlled about 40 per cent of
the land and divided the rest among daimyo (nobles). The
Tokugawa were the last shoguns to rule Japan.

XY Tokugawa leyasu
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The shogun and the emperor

Real power in Japan lay with the shogun. As commander-
in-chief of the army, the shogun ruled as a military
dictator. The shogun, his relatives and allies controlled the
most fertile and important regions of Japan. The shogun
controlled foreign affairs and trade.

Although the emperor was believed to be divinely
appointed, he was merely a figurehead who gave all political
authority to the shogun, which means the shogun ruled

on the emperor’s behalf. The emperor’s role was mainly
ceremonial, because he was the head of Shinto, Japan’s
dominant religion.

Daimyo

The daimyo were nobles who controlled most of the land.
Each daimyo was the head of a large clan and a region
granted by the shogun. Daimyo could make new laws within
their regions unless these were opposed by the shogun.

There were two classes of daimyo.

Inner daimyo

* had fought alongside the Tokugawa clan

* held most of the high-ranking positions and were therefore
more powerful

Outer daimyo
* had fought against the Tokugawa clan
* had a lower position and less power

EZE®] Daimyo in the Tokugawa period

Shogun controls over daimyo

Daimyo and their armies had to spend long periods at the
shogun’s castle in Edo (present-day Tokyo). The march to
Edo was long and costly, and they were required to stay for

6 months. Every alternate (second) year, the families of the
daimyo were ordered to Edo, where they were effectively kept
hostage by the shogun.



Economic features

Feudalism

By 1750, Japan had been a feudal economy for more than

a century. This meant that the major economic activity

was the production of food and other natural resources.
Droughts and food shortages were relatively infrequent. In a
feudal society, wealth is determined by the amount of land a
person owns.

Sea of
Japan @

0 100 200km
—

Edo
(Shogun’s
o capital)
oL

Q" Yokohama

Kyoto
(Emperor’s
,Ccapital)

PACIFIC OCEAN

Area dominated by
Tokugawa shoguns
Feudal clans hostile to
power of Tokugawa family

. Two small ports opened to
Americans by 1854 Treaty

EEZEE] The extent of Tokugawa control

Movement and trade

Throughout the nineteenth century, Japan’s society and
economy underwent significant change. As travel between
towns and villages increased, merchants saw an opportunity
to set up stalls, tea houses (see Source H2.1.4), textile shops
and restaurants along the way. Land ownership became

less important for creating wealth. Cities such as Edo grew

substantially, as many artisans, craftspeople and merchants
sought new business opportunities among the hundreds
of thousands of travelling samurai (members of the
warrior class).

EEE™] Japanese travellers at a tea house, c. 1863

Dutch trade

Except for a small outpost of Dutch traders, no foreigners
were allowed to trade in Japan in the Tokugawa period. To
restrict their movement, Dutch merchants were confined to
a small island off the coast of Nagasaki known as Deshima.
The Dutch presence allowed the Tokugawa rulers to keep
informed about important developments outside Japan. It
was through these Dutch traders that the ruling class of
Japan first saw new products and ideas from the West.

Remembering and understanding

1 Who was Tokugawa leyasu and why is he
significant in Japanese history?

2 What challenges did daimyo face when they
were required to spend long periods of time
at the shogun’s castle?

3 How did the Japanese economy begin to
change in the nineteenth century?

Applying and analysing

4 Examine Source H2.1.3. Using the
information in this unit, explain how the
Tokugawa clan controlled Japan.

5 Why did travel between towns and villages
lead to change in Japanese society?

—A
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The social structure

After gaining the shogunate, the Tokugawa introduced

a strict class system or hierarchy to Japan. This helped

to bring stability to Japan after nearly a century of civil

war and social upheaval. Individuals were forbidden from
changing their social class. The following groups in Japanese
society were beneath the shogun and the daimyo.

daimyo

samurai

peasants

chonin—artisans
and merchants

EEXX] Japanese feudal society during the Tokugawa period

Samurai

Samurai were Japanese men of noble birth who were the
protectors of their lords and their lands. ‘Samurai’ means one
who serves. Samurai were the Japanese equivalent of knights.
Samurai made up about 6 per cent of the population, but
by the nineteenth century their numbers were in decline

due to centuries of peace. Many samurai then took on roles
as administrators of the daimyo’s land and possessions. If a
samurai took offence, he could kill any person considered to
be below him. All commoners had to dismount from their
horses when they encountered a samurai.
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BE®X] A samurai, nineteenth century

Peasants

By far the largest group was the peasants, making up
around 90 per cent of population. Peasants were farmers
and labourers who produced food crops, including rice,
wheat and barley. They were the backbone of the economy
and their work was considered highly important. Much of
the rice they produced was taken by their ruling daimyo

as tax. Peasants rarely, if ever, left their village—to do so
required a special permit from the daimyo.

Chonin

Chonin included those who bought and sold things.

There were two groups of chénin: artisans and craftspeople,
and merchants. The chonin were at the bottom of the

social ladder because business and moneylending were

not thought to be a noble pursuit. Chonin were typically
townspeople, because wealthier people came to towns to buy
things. Throughout the nineteenth century, the wealth of
the chonin increased greatly and many began to dress and
act like samurai. Nevertheless, they lacked the same status as
other classes.



Eta—the ‘untouchables’

Eta were social outcasts who were considered impure,
mainly because they worked in occupations associated
with death. The term ‘eta’ means much dirt. Eta inherited
their lowly status and many were born ‘untouchable’
because of a crime committed by a grandparent or even a
great-grandparent. Eta lived in ghettos on the outskirts of
town, where they worked as leather producers, butchers,
undertakers or any occupation associated with death. Eta
were also executioners.

Religion and culture
Shinto

Shinto is a native Japanese religion that developed from
around the eighth century Bc. The word ‘Shinto’ means way
of the gods, and followers believe that all natural elements,
including wind, water, fire and land features have their own
spirits. These gods are known as kami, and people call upon
them when they need help. It is believed that kami will only
help if the individual is free from all impurity.

Buddhist influence

Since Shinto is more a system of religious practices than
specific beliefs, it has syncretised (combined well) with
Buddhism. Another reason for this syncretism (merging
together of two religions or traditions) is that Shinto is
considered to be useful for daily life, while Buddhism
addresses issues of death and suffering. Under Tokugawa
rule, Buddhist influence declined as Confucianism became
more popular. Confucianism, based on the teachings of
Chinese scholar Confucius (born in the sixth century Bc),

e ¥ SRR |

EEXXE] Peasant labourers, c. 1890

teaches that subjects ought to show deep respect and
obedience to their ruler.

Daily life
Villages

Since most Japanese people in the Tokugawa period

were peasants, hard physical work was a daily experience.
Rural families lived in villages, which were administered by
councils representing the male leaders of the families. At
this time, a family could consist of numerous aunts, uncles
and cousins as well as parents, siblings and grandparents.
Peasants were required to help build public works such as
roads, bridges and canals. Other village work included silk
production, textile making and sake brewing.

Towns and cities

Japanese towns tended to grow around castles, where the
daimyo resided. This was because artisans and craftspeople
were needed to produce weapons, armour and clothing

for the samurai. Towns and cities were divided into special
quarters for the different classes. Samurai would only mix
with artisans and merchants out of necessity. There were
also labourers who cooked, cleaned, mended clothing and
helped repair the castle.

Growth of the merchant class

In the nineteenth century, Japan’s merchant class grew.
Unlike peasants, merchants did not require a special permit
to leave their village. Movement between towns and villages
was common. Many flocked to Edo, which had become a
large city because the daimyo and their armies had to spend
long periods of time there paying homage to the shogun.

CHAPTER H2 | JAPAN AND THE MODERN WORLD -



Women and children
Wives

Most women held a lowly status in traditional Japanese
society. A wife was the servant of her husband, father and
son. Opportunities outside the family home were virtually
non-existent. If her husband chose to divorce her, a woman
could return to her own family but this would bring great
shame upon them. A woman could seek a divorce, but this
meant that she would have to become a nun and live in

a temple for two years. Some wealthier women, however,
enjoyed special privileges.

A woman has no other lord; she must look to her
husband as her lord and must serve him with all
worship and reverence, not despising or thinking lightly
of him. The Way of the woman is to obey her man.

EEXXA Excerpt from The Great Learning for Women by
Kaibara Ekken, c.1729

Geisha

Geisha were professional female entertainers who
accompanied wealthy men in public. They were not
prostitutes, although some geisha might have performed
sexual favours for clients. Being a geisha was considered
a worthy occupation for wealthier women. A geisha
could train for up to 7 years, learning how to read poetry,
sing, dance, play games and make conversation. This
apprenticeship might begin at the age of 6.

Children

In Shinto, children are gifts of the gods. When they turned
3,5 and 7, children were taken to the local shrine, where
their parents would promise to take good care of them.
Japanese children were rarely smacked, but they were
expected to have the utmost respect for adults. Only sons
could inherit their father’s land.

Changes in society
The role of the samurai

By 1800, centuries of peace meant that their traditional role
as warriors was no longer important. Many samurai turned
their attention to learning, art and administration.

As their influence declined, however, many samurai became
poor and some turned to crime. More-traditional samurai
reacted by reasserting the ancient Code of Bushido,
sometimes known as the Way of the Warrior. At the heart of
Bushido was unquestioning loyalty to one’s ruler. Nothing
that brought shame to the leader would be tolerated.
According to Bushido, death was preferable to shame.
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Dutch learning

Shortly after coming to power in 1603, Tokugawa Ieyasu
shut Japan off from contact with foreigners. This ‘closed
country’ policy, known as sakoku, lasted for over two
centuries. During that time, foreign influences such as
Christianity almost died out. However, by the nineteenth
century a few samurai had begun to learn about Western
science and medicine, through books smuggled from Dutch
traders. Over time, these samurai became more interested in
new ideas, or ‘Dutch learning’.

Remembering and understanding

1 Draw a social pyramid of Japanese society in
the nineteenth century. Include details about
people’s rights.

2 Why were peasants considered the
backbone of the economy?

3 What are kami and why are they important to
followers of Shinto?

4 Explain the syncretism of Shintoism and
Buddhism.

5 Describe what life was like for women and
children in Japan in the Tokugawa period.

Applying and analysing

6 Annotate your social pyramid from Activity 1.
Use at least two adjectives to describe each
social group.

7 Choose two groups from Japanese society.
Using your answers to activities 1, 5 and 6,
construct a Venn diagram to compare and
contrast the two groups.

8 How and why did the role of the samurai
change over time? What differing effects did
this have on the samurai?

Evaluating and creating

9 With a partner, brainstorm the possible
effects on a society of being isolated from the
rest of the world. Were there more positive or
negative effects? Explain.

As a group, discuss the restrictions that
would be needed to stop contact with

the rest of the world. Consider also why a
modern-day country may wish to isolate itself.

A
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i:7J%] Contact between Japan and
the West

Early missionary contact The end of isolation

In 1549, the first Jesuit missionaries arrived in Japan, Hideyoshi’s actions did not deter foreign interest in Japan.
led by Spanish priest Francis Xavier. By 1600 as many as
300000 Japanese had converted to Christianity. Although the
ruler of Japan at the time, Hideyoshi, had initially welcomed Late 1700s
Christian missionaries, towards the end of his life he began to
suspect that their growing numbers and influence might lead
to foreign invasion. In 1597, Christianity was banned and

Hideyoshi ordered the crucifixion of twenty-six Christians, bl el 1S .

. K R . o . ships began appearing off
including nine foreign missionaries. Japanese coast (usually to 1805
replenish supplies on their

return from China)

Russians
sought
permission to
have a trade
envoy reside
in Japan

1613
British ships
began calling
at Japanese
ports

4 1609
Dutch began
trading at
Nagasaki

BEE¥] Western contact with Japan 1600-1800

American interest in Japan

In the decades following 1805, the United States of America
developed a strong interest in the Pacific region. US steamers en
route to China needed a coaling station, and US whaling ships
required a base, as several had been shipwrecked off Japan. The
Americans were also concerned that if they did not act soon, the
British would eventually dominate the Pacific trade.

Commodore Perry’s arrival

In 1852, American president Millard Fillmore announced

The execution of a Catholic monk in Japan, depicted that a naval force under the command of Commodore
in a mural in San Agustin Church, Manila, Philippines

Matthew Perry would proceed to Japan to negotiate a

trade agreement. On 8 July 1853, Perry’s squadron of four
gunboats arrived in Edo Bay. Local Japanese were alarmed at
the sight of huge black ships with powerful cannons and by
the strong military force that accompanied Perry ashore.

CHAPTER H2 | JAPAN AND THE MODERN WORLD _
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BEEE] Perry’s arrival in Japan

The whole city was in an uproar. In all directions were
seen mothers flying with children in their arms, and
men with mothers on their backs. Rumours of an
immediate action, exaggerated each time they were
communicated from mouth to mouth, added horror to
the horror-stricken.

[EEEY] Extract from The Intercourse between the United
States and Japan by Inazo Nitobe, 1891. Nitobe witnessed
Commodore Perry’s arrival in Edo.

Perry was ordered by Japanese officials to move his fleet

to the Dutch trading post in Nagasaki. Refusing to do so,
Perry waited for another 5 days until he was able to formally
present a letter of request from the US president to the
Japanese emperor. The Americans had hoped to get what
they wanted by ignoring the shogun and making their
requests to the emperor instead. The president’s letter was
accompanied by one from Perry himself, in which he made

10 PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9
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it clear that the Americans were prepared to use force should
their ‘requests’ be refused. Perry agreed to give the Japanese
time to consider the president’s letter, declaring that he
would return to Edo within a year with even more warships.

Many of these large ships-of-war destined to visit
Japan have not yet arrived in these seas, though they
are hourly expected ... as evidence of (our) friendly
intentions, (we) have brought four of the smaller ones.

EEEX] Extract from Commodore Matthew Perry’s letter to the
Japanese emperor, dated 7 July 1853

Perry’s return

The arrival of Russian ships in the port of Nagasaki
prompted Perry’s return to Japan sooner than he had
expected, in February 1854. On this occasion, his squadron
contained eight gunboats. After stalling for time, the
Japanese entered into negotiations with Perry.



[EEEX] Second landing of Commodore Perry in March 1854

The Treaty of Kanagawa

The Treaty of Kanagawa, between Japan and the United
States, was signed on 31 March 1854. This was the first
treaty ever signed between Japan and a Western power.

The Treaty of Kanagawa

Provisions Consequences

Opened a few minor ports
to US shipping

Allowed for a US consul to
reside at Shimoda

Gave the USA ‘most
favoured nation’ status
Ensured that any future
benefits given to another
power would automatically
be given to the USA

The first of several unequal
treaties between Japan
and foreign powers. Within
a year, similar agreements
were made with the
Russians, the British and
the Dutch.

In 1858, Townsend Harris,
the first US consul to
Japan, opened four further
ports to the USA.

The Harris Treaty allowed
Americans in Japan
freedom of religious
expression. Americans
were subject to US rather
than Japanese law on the
condition that they not sell
opium into Japan.

Remembering and understanding

1 What action did Hideyoshi take to deter
foreign interest in Japan?

2 List the foreign nations interested in making
contact with Japan.

3 Which country developed the strongest
interest in Japan? Explain why.

4 What was the aim of Commodore Perry's
visit to Japan? What methods did Perry
adopt in order to achieve his aims? Describe
the reaction of the Japanese people and
Japanese officials to Perry’s arrival.

Applying and analysing

5 Evaluate the Treaty of Kanagawa. Consider
what impact it would have had on Japan.

A
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Consequences of foreig-n of US$3 million, well in excess of the damage they had

sustained. The bombardment by foreign ships showed
COI'ltaCt Japan’s military weakness and further undermined the

Civil unrest authority of the shogun.
The end of isolation was a major humiliation for the The end Of the Tokugawa

Japanese. People blamed the shogun for not standing up to

the foreign powers, and anti-foreign feeling quickly spread In 1867, a civil war broke out between supporters of the

emperor and forces loyal to the shogun. After the defeat of
the shogun’s army, the shogunate was officially abolished on
3 January 1868, ending more than 250 years of Tokugawa

throughout Japan. A popular movement called Sonno Joi,
which means ‘revere the emperor, expel the barbarians’,
began actively resisting foreign intrusion into Japan.

Sonno Joi also led the call for the restoration of the emperor
as the political ruler of Japan. Restoration of the emperor
Conflict with Western powers Emperor Komei died in 1867 and his 17-year-old son
Mutsuhito became the ruler of Japan. The new emperor
took the title Meiji, meaning enlightened rule, and moved
the capital to Edo, which was renamed Tokyo. This
period, known as the Meiji restoration, began an era of
modernisation in Japan.

rule in Japan and restoring the emperor’s power.

In September 1862, a samurai warrior belonging to the
powerful Satsuma clan murdered a British merchant.
The British government demanded justice in the form of
a £100000 indemnity (compensation), a formal apology
and the arrest of the offending samurai. When these
demands were not met, British ships bombarded the city The strength of the foreign military had convinced the anti-
of Kagoshima for 3 days. foreigners that resistance to foreign intrusion was pointless.
They reasoned that if Japan was equally powerful, foreign
powers would be less likely to interfere. To modernise,
however, Japan would need to accept foreign ideas and
adopt foreign technology. On 7 April 1868, Mutsuhito
issued a declaration known as the Five-Articles Oath (see
Source H2.4.3), in which he promised to reorganise Japanese
society using Western nations as a model.

In June 1863, Emperor Komei summoned the shogun to
his palace and demanded that he tear up Japan’s foreign

treaties, expel all foreigners and close all ports to foreign
trade. This was impossible to carry out, and within days
anti-foreigners had fired on French, Dutch and US ships in
the Shimonoseki Straits. In response, a combined Western
fleet destroyed Japanese boats and demanded an indemnity

= NP’/ | a8 =R -
EEX®EY The Battle of Ueno by Yoshitoshi, 1873, depicts the battle in which the shogun’s army was finally defeated

12 PEARSON HUMANITIES VICTORIA 9



[EEZX®] Emperor Mutsuhito, who took the title of Meiji

(enlightened) Emperor. Take note of his European
military uniform.

1 Deliberative assemblies shall be widely
established and all matters decided by public
discussion ...

2 All classes, high and low, shall unite in vigorously
carrying out the administration of affairs of state.

3 The common people, no less than the civil and
military officials, shall each be allowed to pursue
his own calling so that there may be no discontent.

4 Evil customs of the past shall be broken off and
everything based upon the just laws of Nature.

5 Knowledge shall be sought throughout the
world so as to strengthen the foundations of
imperial rule.

[EXE] The Five-Articles Oath

The end of feudalism

Almost immediately, the Meiji Emperor abolished the
centuries-old feudal system. This ended the daimyos’ control
over vast regions of Japan and gave the emperor central
authority over the entire country. Most daimyo voluntarily

handed over their lands in exchange for a substantial pension.

The 400000 members of the old warrior class, the samurai,
were also paid pensions to give up their feudal entitlements.

Most had to supplement this income by either seeking new
business opportunities or joining the army or civil service.
New factories relied on the movement of people to the
cities and many thousands of peasants took up these new
opportunities.

The emergence of industry

Foreign economists were asked to help reform the Japanese
economy. In 1882 Japan’s first central bank was established.
This allowed for investment in foreign trade, industrial
expansion and greater agricultural production. Initially, new
industries were owned and controlled by the government
but during the 1880s these large state-run enterprises

were sold. Improvements in shipping technology led to the
establishment of an export trade, and railway lines between
major cities made commerce more efficient.

Did you know?

The Japanese were influenced by the Industrial
Revolution in Britain and Europe. Japanese
industrialists initially studied Western textbooks
and then imported experts from abroad, before
developing their own expertise and technologies.

In the short period from the 1850s to 1910, Japan
achieved significant modernisation in iron and steel
production, shipbuilding and coal mining.

EEX™] Steel manufacturing, 1886
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[IP¥XE] This Japanese block print by Hiroshige llI, 1871, depicts Americans demonstrating how a steam train operates.
Note the steam ships in the background.

Foreign ideas

Within the space of a few decades, Japan’s society, economy,
government and military had changed completely. Japanese
students were encouraged to travel abroad and learn about
foreign thought and culture. Before long, a craze for foreign
literature, art and ideas spread throughout Japan. Authors
began writing novels and poems in European styles, and
European dress and fashions began to appear.

Latest engineering practices
from the USA

Medical and scientific
advancements from
Germany and France

Compulsory education for
boys and girls from the US

Organisation of the army
from France and later
Germany

Legal system based on
France’s Napoleonic Code

Ideas Japan borrowed from the West

[EE¥X] Japanese women in Western dress, 1890
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Continuities after European
contact

Class divisions

Japanese society remained divided into classes, which were
difficult to rise from. Although feudal titles were abolished,
most daimyo became governors of their former domains.
These men were incredibly wealthy, because they had been
richly compensated for giving up their land. The samurai
were paid a sizeable annual pension, and many became
government officials and business leaders. Despite the fact
that new opportunities were made available to merchants
and peasants, most ordinary people were not able to rise
above the class into which they had been born.

Political power

Although the shogunate had been abolished, ordinary
Japanese continued to have little say in the running of the
government. Power was initially transferred from one man, the
shogun, to another, the emperor. The emperor exercised this
power by appointing a small council of advisors, known as the
genro, to rule in his name. These men tended to come from
the emperor’s own family or from the most powerful clans.

The Way of the Warrior

Although samurai were prevented from carrying their
traditional two swords, adherence to the Code of Bushido
remained important for many of them. The same pride

in defending the honour of their leader was now shown
towards the emperor. Many former samurai became
officers in Japan’s army and navy and continued to devote
themselves wholeheartedly to their leaders.

4

BEX¥] Japanese army officers in European-style uniforms, 1904

former samurai.

N
LS| H2D

Remembering and understanding

1

2

(4}

What was the period known as the Meiji

restoration?

Why did Japanese people give up their

opposition to foreign influence?

How and why did the Meiji Emperor put an

end to feudalism in Japan?

Why did Western ideas and fashion first

become popular in Japan?

What economic changes did Japan undergo?

Examine the Five-Articles Oath in Source H2.4.3.

a Which articles aimed to make Japanese
society fairer?

b Which article indicated a need to change
the legal system?

¢ How did Article 5 represent a break with
Japanese tradition?

Applying and analysing

7

Construct a flow chart depicting the end of
shogunate rule in Japan. Use the information
from the sections ‘Consequences of foreign
contact’ and ‘The end of the Tokugawa’'.
What political benefit did Mutsuhito gain by
taking the title of Meiji?

Evaluating and creating

9

Evaluate the changes in Japanese society
after the Meiji restoration. Use a concept map
to demonstrate your interpretation.

. Many officers during this period were
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WP Japan at the end of the
nineteenth century

The rise of nationalism

Shinto revival and emperor worship
By 1900, decades of humiliation by the West had led to
instability in Japan. This inspired many Japanese to look
towards becoming a strong nation again. After the emperor
was restored to power, people began to pledge their loyalty
to him, rather than to their clan (family group), daimyo or
region. Shinto experienced a revival, but people were now
openly encouraged to worship the emperor and pray for

his protection. The introduction of compulsory education
also helped the spread of Japanese nationalism (belief that
people of the same race, culture or ideals ought to belong to
the same nation-state and rule themselves).

Military development

Japan’s new government wanted Japan to become an
imperial (pertaining to an emperor or their empire) power,
equal in status with the European nations. The Chinese
had always seen the Japanese as inferior, but in 1871 China
agreed to sign a treaty with Japan. For the first time the two
countries recognised each other as equals.

In 1872, conscription (compulsory service in the armed
forces) was introduced for all men over 20 years of age.
Japan began producing modern weapons and sent officers
to train at European military academies. Japan purchased
warships from Britain and constructed three large naval
bases. After several years, Japan started building its own
modern battleships.

Japan’s position in the world
Japan sought to exercise its advantage over China by
seeking to trade with nearby Korea. Korea was largely
under Chinese control, having been a tributary state
of China for centuries. Both China and Japan had
ended their isolation, but Korea remained firmly
closed to all foreign trade. Fearing that Korea could
be easily overrun by one of the European powers,
Japan looked to establish its own sphere of influence
(a region where one foreign power is recognised as
the controlling power) there. In 1876 the Treaty of
Kanghwa was signed by Korea and Japan, but only
after Japan had threatened to use force. This treaty
ignored China’s role in Korea and allowed Japanese
traders to come to Korea. This led to protests by the
Chinese.

We shall someday raise the national power of Japan
so that not only shall we control the natives of China
and India as the English do today, but we shall also
possess in our hands the power to rebuke the English
and to rule Asia ourselves.

EEXE] Quote from Yukichi Fukuzawa, a leading Japanese
thinker, 1882

War with China

In 1894, Chinese and Japanese troops arrived in the Korean
capital, Seoul, both claiming that they had come to help
suppress a local rebellion against the Korean king. Although
the Koreans themselves easily crushed the rebellion,
Japanese troops remained. When the Korean king refused

to break off relations with China, he was imprisoned and

a pro-Japanese government was installed. This led to an
official declaration of war by China in July 1894.

Within a month, Japan had occupied most of Korea

and then entered Manchuria, a border state of China. In
February 1895, following their naval defeat at Weihaiweli,
the Chinese surrendered. In the resulting peace settlement,
China gave up its control of Korea and ceded the Island

of Formosa (present-day Taiwan) to Japan. China was also
forced to pay a huge indemnity for the cost of the war.

Edité par la

CHOCOLATERIE DE N.-D. D'AIGUEBELLE

GUERRE SINO -JAPONAISE
Combat naval du Yalu (25 Octobre 1894 ).

EEXEF] The First Sino-Japanese War: Battle at the mouth of the Yalu
River, 25 October 1894
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The Anglo-Japanese Alliance

Japan’s growing importance was recognised by Britain with
an alliance in 1902. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance was the
first military alliance between a European power and an
Asian power. The Alliance declared mutual friendship and
stated that if one of the nations declared war on a third
power, the other would remain neutral. Both also agreed to
support the other if it were jointly attacked by two or more
powers. Through the alliance, Britain hoped to prevent the
Russian Empire from spreading further south, as this would
have threatened British India. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance
bolstered Japan’s confidence. Britain, the world’s dominant
imperial power, had recognised J
Japan as an equal in the
Asia-Pacific region.

-
—
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“Oh, East is East . and West ix West ..,
But there is neither East nor West, Border, nov Breed. nor Birth,
When mwo strong uven stand fuce 1o face, the” they come from the ends of the Earth!™ - Ruoyann Kirusc

B Cartoon from the British magazine Punch, 1902

[EXE] Battle of Songhwan,
28 July 1894, during the

Remembering and understanding

1
2

3

Explain the rise of Japanese nationalism.
List the factors that lead to the development
of Japanese military power.

Why was the Anglo-Japanese Alliance
significant?

Applying and analysing

4 Examine Source H2.5.1. What aims does

Yukichi Fukuzawa express? Identify at least
two quotes from the extract to support your
answer.

Summarise the events leading up to, and
during Japan’s war with China by selecting
the key events to include in either a flow
chart or series of key statements on a
slideshow.

6 Examine Source H2.5.4.

a What is the evidence for the military
nature of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance?
b Explain the meaning of the quote from
Rudyard Kipling (a nineteenth-century
British author) that appeared below the
original cartoon.
“Oh, East is East, and West is West ...
But there is neither East nor West,
Border, nor Bred, nor Birth,
When two strong men stand face to

face, tho’ they come from the ends of
the Earth!”
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The Russo-Japanese War and

its aftermath

Causes of the war

Expanding empires

In 1902, Russian and Japanese soldiers had fought side

by side as part of the Eight-Nation Alliance that helped
suppress the anti-foreigner Boxer Rebellion in China.
While the troops of other nations had left, Russian soldiers
occupied Manchuria, a northern province of China that
bordered Korea.

Problems in Russia

Russia’s economy was severely restricted because most of
its ports froze over for many months of the year. To address
this issue, Russia leased Port Arthur in Korea from the
Chinese. This did not please the Japanese, who had grown
suspicious of Russia. Japan saw Korea as part of its sphere
of influence and viewed Russia’s activity in the region as a
threat.

At that time, the government of Tsar Nicholas II was faced
with riots and protests throughout Russia. It was believed
that a quick victory against the Japanese would help restore
the Tsar’s authority.

Course of the war

On 8 January 1904, the Japanese attacked the Russian
fleet in Port Arthur, leading to a declaration of war by
both countries. For the next 12 months, Admiral Togo,
commander of the
Japanese fleet, succeeded
in blockading the
Russian fleet, preventing
it from leaving Port
Arthur. This allowed

the Japanese army to
land along the entire
Korean peninsula.
Unable to supply its
troops effectively,

Russia suffered defeat
after defeat. By August,
Port Arthur was under
heavy Japanese attack
from both land and sea.
By December, the entire
Russian fleet had been
destroyed.

[FEXXE] Tsar Nicholas Il of Russia
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EEXF] Russian and Japanese empires in 1904

Consequences of the war
The Treaty of Portsmouth

On 5 September 1905, the Treaty of Portsmouth was
signed between Russia and Japan. Russia handed control
of Port Arthur over to the Japanese and promised to leave
Manchuria. Russia also agreed to acknowledge Korea as
part of Japan’s sphere of influence and ceded the island
of Sakhalin to Japan. These were humiliating terms for
the Russians—never before had a European empire been
defeated by an Asian nation. For Japan, victory over the
Russians showed that it was a modern military power
capable of carving out an empire for itself.



Effects on Japan Russian perspectives
Although most Japanese took great pride in their victory, )

the war had taken a huge toll. Nearly 50 000 soldiers and
sailors had been killed, more than half by disease. Many
Japanese did not believe the benefits surpassed the losses.
Russia was not required to pay for the cost of the war, as was
usually required of a defeated power.

Perspectives on the war
Japanese perspectives

B y
- \ “
THE _HUMORS, DEVIL TO PRESS KWAI-DANZI"

Fananic PCCEATO TORAPHRECTIR Mocuns, Svorme 2 Buaor 000

EEXX Russian postcard showing Japan bullying China and
trampling on Korea, c. 1905

®onm smaee G

EEXE Japan as the god of peace stamping
on a Russian warship and holding aloft Tsar
Nicholas I, c. 1904 c. 1904

EEXX3 Japanese

block print artwork
showing Japan’s
victory at Port Arthur,
c. 1905

CHAPTER H2 | JAPAN AND THE MODERN WORLD -




Skills builder

‘The more things change, the more they stay the same’

How do historians judge continuity and change?

One method is to compare a location at two points in time and note the historical reasons for the changes
and continuities.

Activities

1 Examine the etching of Tokyo Harbour from 1854 and note five features in the image.

2 Examine the photograph of Tokyo Harbour from 2010 and note five features in the image.

3 Create a Venn diagram identifying similarities and differences between the two images. Give a
historical explanation for each difference that you identify.

Tokyo Harbour—then and now

1854

it
)

”u'ﬁ‘:’]’}iu

<& ST

c. 2010
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Japan and World War I

In World War I (1914-18) Japan entered an alliance with the
Entente Powers (Britain, France, Russia and others) against
Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and
Bulgaria. Japan helped to secure sea lanes in the West Pacific
and Indian oceans for the Allies.

Japan took advantage of the conflict to expand its sphere
of influence in China. In January 1915, Japan issued China
with Twenty-One Demands. These included confirmation
of Japan’s railway and mining claims in Shandong province,
the granting of concessions in Manchuria, and access to
areas along the Chinese coast. China reluctantly agreed to
the demands.

As a result of the post-war Paris Peace Conference of
1919, Japan was granted control of Germany’s holdings
in Shandong province. This created further tensions with
China. Japan’s position of strength after World War I
contributed to the nation’s militarist program, which in
turn contributed to the outbreak of World War II in 1939.

Remembering and understanding

1 Why was Port Arthur considered important
for both Russia and Japan?

2 ldentify the positive and negative
consequences of the Russo-Japanese War
for Japan.

Applying and analysing

3 Create a flow chart showing how the events
of the Russo-Japanese War were related.

4 Examine sources H2.6.3 and H2.6.4. What

techniques has the creator of each source
used to show a Japanese perspective on
the war?

Evaluating and creating

5

Evaluate Japan’s international standing after
World War I. How far had the country come
since the dawn of the modern era in 17507?

Allied Peace Conference at Versailles, Paris, 1919
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Australia and
World War I

(1914-1918)

Adventure, glory, patriotism, bravery,
duty, loyalty to Country, King and
Empire—these were the words that
described the expectations and ideals
shared by many Australian men in 1914
when war was declared. These ideals,
although ingrained in these men since
childhood, were to be tested in the years
that followed. The expectation of a short
war in 1914 turned into the horror of
industrialised warfare. War was never to
be viewed in the same way again.

OVERVIEW QUESTIONS

4A What were the short- and long-term
causes of World War 1?

4B How did Australians respond to the
outbreak of war in 1914?

4C How did Australia’s role change over
the course of the war?

4D How did World War | affect different
groups and individuals in Australian
society?

LS| Before you begin
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