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 Introduction 

This VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 resource 

contains questions, suggested responses and tips to develop skills 

for assessment. We recommend using this resource as part of your 

study regime by completing sets of questions, as this process of 

applying your understanding and actively recalling information 

assists with deeper learning. You will also be able to review your 

answers and assess their appropriateness and correctness against 

the provided sample responses. Note that this resource complies 

with the 2024–2028 VCE Legal Studies Study Design. 

The subject of Legal Studies encourages you to become an active 

and informed citizen by providing valuable insight into your 

relationship with the law and the legal system. You will develop 

knowledge and skills to enhance your confidence and ability 

to access and participate in the legal system. You will learn to 

appreciate the underlying principles of the rule of law and how legal 

systems and processes aim to achieve social cohesion, as well as 

how you can effect positive change to laws and the legal system.

By using VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 as part 

of your study regime throughout the year, you will be prepared for 

questions you may encounter in your end-of-year VCE examination.

We wish you well with your studies.

The Insight Team
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 Questions

Question 1 (4 marks)

Jane has been charged with murder. She intends to plead not guilty on the grounds of  

self-defence. If Jane is found guilty, she will face a sanction.

a. Define the term ‘sanction’. 1 mark

b. Describe the sanction of imprisonment and outline one of its purposes. 3 marks

 

 

Unit 3 | Area of Study 1    The Victorian criminal justice system
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Question 2 (4 marks)

One right belonging to the accused is the right to trial by jury. 

Describe two additional rights of the accused in the Victorian criminal justice system.
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Question 3 (5 marks)

Ali has been charged with a summary offence and is required to attend a hearing at the 

Magistrates’ Court of Victoria. Ali has only recently migrated to Australia; his income is limited, 

and his English skills are still developing. He is extremely worried about the forthcoming criminal 

proceeding, and he does not know where to turn.

Advise Ali about the options for legal assistance.
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Question 4 (9 marks)

a. Plea negotiations serve multiple purposes within the criminal justice system. 

Justify the existence of this process.  3 marks

b. Evaluate the capacity of two criminal sanctions to fulfil their respective purposes.  6 marks
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Question 5 (11 marks) 

Jill has been the victim of a serious assault. The assault occurred on a Friday evening when 

she was returning home from work. The episode left Jill physically and emotionally scarred. 

She found herself frequently fearing for her personal safety, both inside and outside her home. 

The perpetrator of the assault, Phillip, is a middle-aged homeless man with a history of drug 

addiction and mental health issues. A lawyer at the local community legal centre has advised 

Phillip to plead guilty. Phillip will plead guilty at the earliest opportunity. Sentencing will occur in 

the County Court.

a. Explain one right of the victim and one right of the defendant in this case.  4 marks
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b. Explain one reason for the existence of a court hierarchy, making particular  

reference to this case.  3 marks
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c. Discuss the appropriateness of the court considering mitigating circumstances  

and the early guilty plea in this case.  4 marks
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Question 6 (15 marks)

Minh has been charged with multiple indictable offences. These offences relate to theft, 

burglary, armed robbery, assault and threat to kill. The victims of these offences, including the 

mother of two young children and an elderly man who lives alone, have been dramatically 

affected by the crimes. The mother has sought, and continues with, psychological counselling, 

and the elderly man is too terrified to leave the confines of his house and venture outside.

Despite the number of offences that Minh has been charged with, she is adamant that she 

is going to plead not guilty. She is worried about the potential outcome of the case because 

she has previously served a term of imprisonment for drug offences. During that term of 

imprisonment, she was unable to overcome her drug addiction and on one occasion she was 

severely beaten by a fellow inmate. 

a. If Minh is found guilty of one or more of the charges that she is currently facing,  

the court will determine her sentence. A number of factors will be considered by the  

court when sentencing, including guilty pleas and victim impact statements. 

Distinguish between these two factors and explain which will have a more  

substantial impact on the outcome of this case.  4 marks
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b. Discuss the appropriateness of a plea negotiation in this case.  5 marks
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c. Minh’s lawyer has been giving much consideration to the potential outcomes  

of this case. She has decided that, if Minh is found guilty, she will push for a  

community corrections order at the sentencing hearing.  

Discuss the ability of a community corrections order (CCO) to fulfil the  

purposes of criminal sanctions in Minh’s case. 6 marks
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Question 7 (16 marks)

Source 1

The following excerpt is from a document produced by the Department of Justice and 

Community Safety.

Prior reforms to the criminal justice process have improved the early management of 

cases in the criminal justice system. The reduction of delay in criminal cases improves 

efficiency and reduces the risk of trauma and stress experienced by witnesses and 

victims. Minimising the number of times a witness is required to give evidence, increasing 

available protections for vulnerable witnesses when giving evidence, and appropriately 

managing questioning of witnesses also serve to better protect witnesses from stress and 

trauma in the criminal trial process.

Despite these improvements, there are still significant delays in criminal proceedings and 

there is scope for further reform to improve the experience of witnesses in the criminal 

justice system. As part of a number of other initiatives, the release of this discussion 

paper is an opportunity to make further changes to address delay and improve the 

experience of witnesses in the criminal justice system.

Source: <https://engage.vic.gov.au/reducing-trauma-and-delay-for-witnesses-and-victims> 
© State of Victoria (Department of Premier and Cabinet) 2016.
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Source 2

The following excerpt is adapted from the Supreme Court of Victoria’s 2020–2025  

strategic statement.

Our goal and purpose are underpinned by the following values: …

Ensuring … equal protection of the law to all those before the Court, including in criminal 

cases …

Enabling simple entry to the legal process; ensuring cases are managed and determined 

fairly. Ensuring that the Court’s processes are clear, consistent, user-friendly and non-

discriminatory. Making the Court physically available to all …

Maintaining systems and supports to ensure the integrity of the Court and its work. 

Conducting our hearings in public and making them available for viewing through 

technological means where appropriate … 

Striving to perform all of our functions efficiently and disposing of cases within an 

appropriate time. Aiming to deliver judgments within a reasonable time …

Writing judgments that are clear, concise and easy to understand …

Being a leader in innovation and embracing changes in technology and court processes, 

while still respecting traditions that continue to serve the Court and the community well …

Treating all Court users with courtesy and respect. Respecting and promoting diversity. 

Source: adapted excerpt from the Supreme Court of Victoria’s 2020–2025 Strategic Statement.  
<https://www.supremecourt.vic.gov.au/about-the-court/strategic-statement>

Source 3

The following excerpt is adapted from the website of the Commonwealth  

Attorney-General’s Department. 

What are minimum guarantees in criminal proceedings?

Minimum guarantees in criminal proceedings include:

• to be informed promptly of the charge

• to have adequate time and facilities to prepare a defence and to communicate  

with counsel

• to be tried without undue delay

• to be tried in person

• to have legal assistance assigned to the accused, where the interests of justice so 

require, and without payment if the accused is unable to pay for it

• to cross-examine prosecution witnesses and to obtain the attendance and 

examination of witnesses on behalf of the accused on the same conditions as the 

prosecution

• to have the assistance of an interpreter

• to have a conviction and sentence reviewed by a higher court

Source: <https://www.ag.gov.au/RightsAndProtections/HumanRights/Human-rights-scrutiny/
PublicSectorGuidanceSheets/Pages/Minimumguaranteesincriminalproceedings.aspx> 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2019.
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a. Outline two factors that affect the ability of the criminal justice system to  

achieve the principles of justice.  4 marks
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b. Explain how the Supreme Court of Victoria aims to fulfil the principles of  

justice between 2020 and 2025.  6 marks
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c. With reference to the key personnel within a criminal case, explain how the  

rights of the accused are protected.  6 marks
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Question 8 (3 marks)

Johnny was recently arrested and charged with murder and attempted murder. He had hosted 

a barbecue at his family property to which he had invited five guests. Police alleged the main 

meal, marinated chicken wings, led to four guests being poisoned. Three of the guests died. 

One of the guests, having been in a coma in hospital, survived.

Explain whether the case involved summary offences or indictable offences.
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Question 9 (3 marks)

Explain how the presumption of innocence is protected within the criminal justice system.
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Question 10 (3 marks)

The right to silence is one right belonging to an accused within the criminal justice system. 

Describe the relationship between the right to silence and the principle of fairness.
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Question 11 (14 marks)

In September 2022, a jury presiding over a rape case, involving accused offender Frank, was 

discharged. It had been found that a particular juror had accessed information which had not 

been presented as evidence in court. During the trial, the accuser, Amaya, took the stand and 

spent several days in the witness box. The accused did not give evidence.

a. Outline how the standard of proof in the above matter relates to fairness.  2 marks

b. With reference to the burden of proof, explain why there was no need for  

the accused to take the stand in this matter.  3 marks



Unit 3, Area of Study 1: The Victorian criminal justice system

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

21

c. Analyse the role of the jury in this case.  5 marks
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d. Explain how either Victoria Legal Aid or a community legal centre could have  

assisted the victim in this case. 4 marks
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Question 12 (6 marks)

Discuss how cultural differences can affect the achievement of the principles of justice within the 

criminal justice system.
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Question 1 (5 marks)

Despite not being overly wealthy, John has a passion for collectables. When he purchased 

two movie posters, he decided to have them framed. While completing their work, the 

framers damaged one of the posters. In John’s opinion, the overall quality of the framing job 

was questionable as well. In total, the framing work cost $500. John attempted to enter into 

negotiation with the framers in order to get his money back but they refused to get involved 

in the discussion. John’s friend suggested that he take the matter to the Victorian Civil and 

Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).

Advise John about whether VCAT is the most appropriate body to help him resolve this dispute. 

Provide three distinct arguments in your advice to John.

Unit 3 | Area of Study 2    The Victorian civil justice system
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Question 2 (3 marks)

Sheena wishes to sue Adriano. Adriano does not feel that he has infringed Sheena’s rights. 

The upcoming trial in the Supreme Court Trial Division is expected to last a number of 

weeks. Despite the fact that Sheena believes her rights have been infringed, her lawyer has 

encouraged her to consider settling the matter out of court.

Explain one factor that Sheena might have considered when she initiated civil action. 
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Question 3 (8 marks)

Sarah is not satisfied with the work of a building company that she employed to renovate her 

house. She firmly believes that the work is of poor quality and that some of the agreements 

reached prior to the commencement of renovations have not been fulfilled. Sarah is aware of 

the challenges associated with initiating legal action, but she is willing to pursue the matter in 

court if necessary.

a. Describe one method that Sarah could use to resolve the matter that will not  

require her appearance in court.  2 marks

b. Sarah will need to consider a number of factors prior to initiating a civil claim  

in court. One factor is the limitation of actions. Another factor is enforcement issues. 

Analyse these two factors.  3 marks
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c. Consider the possible civil remedies Sarah could pursue in this case. 

To what extent would one remedy fulfil its purpose in this instance? 3 marks
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Question 4 (2 marks)

Outline one responsibility of a judge in a civil trial.
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Question 5 (9 marks)

In the course of Yashiro’s employment transporting goods by truck, he was involved in a 

significant accident. Yashiro had been working long hours and was deprived of sleep. He had 

been taking an excessive amount of medication in an attempt to handle the demands of his 

job. On the evening in question, Yashiro failed to see a stop signal and crashed into another 

car at a busy intersection. The other driver, Sharon, was badly injured in the crash. Sharon 

missed many months of work and also required multiple operations. Despite these operations, 

she is likely to experience ongoing pain and discomfort for the rest of her life. Sharon decided 

to initiate civil action.

a. Identify the party with whom the burden of proof lies in this case and explain  

what the standard of proof in a civil matter entails.  3 marks

b. Describe the civil remedies of damages and injunctions and discuss the ability  

of possible civil remedies to fulfil their purposes in this case.  6 marks



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

30



Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

31

Question 6 (3 marks)

One day, Jo, an inmate who had been imprisoned for fraud, tripped on a prison step in need of 

repair, badly injuring her back. This injury continues to cause Jo considerable pain, and she has 

been unable to work since her release from prison. Jo has been intending to sue the state as a 

result of the grievances stemming from her term of imprisonment. 

Identify which party possesses the burden of proof and outline the standard of proof if Jo 

proceeds to launch civil action.
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Question 7 (10 marks)

In 2021, details of a report into cultural safety at a local sporting club were revealed in the 

media. Specifically, a number of BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, people of colour) players who had 

been involved with the club had spoken of their mistreatment. It was hoped that mediation 

between club figures accused of wrongdoing and former BIPOC players would take place. 

a. Discuss the appropriateness of mediation in this matter.  6 marks



Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

33

b. Justify why the infringed parties might have benefited from using a court to  

resolve this dispute.  4 marks
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Question 8 (4 marks)

Justify the existence of a court hierarchy within the civil justice system.
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Question 9 (19 marks)

In November 2020, a state fishing club was found liable by a Supreme Court jury in a 

negligence case initiated by Luc. Luc worked with the club when he was a young boy and at that 

time he was abused by a volunteer called Tank. In court, it was ruled that the club had failed in 

its duty to protect Luc. At the end of the three-week trial, the jury awarded Luc $3 million for pain 

and suffering, $2.6 million for loss of earnings, and $87 000 for medical costs.

a. Describe the roles of the parties in this case.  6 marks



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

36

b. Compare the role of a criminal jury with that of a civil jury.  4 marks
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c. Suggest what would have made a class action appropriate in this case.  4 marks

d. Explain why legal practitioners are necessary in a case such as this one.  5 marks
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Question 10 (6 marks)

The following information is available on the Consumer Affairs Victoria website.

If you have tried to resolve your problem or complaint yourself and it remains unresolved, 

we may choose to offer assistance through our voluntary dispute services.

We accept complaints in the following circumstances:

• The problem is about a business or rental provider/property manager. We do not 

accept complaints about consumers or renters.

• You have made a reasonable attempt to resolve the problem with the business or 

rental provider/property manager.

• The problem is within our jurisdiction and not more appropriately handled by another 

organisation. 

• Legislation or contractual rights appear to have been breached.

• The problem has a reasonable chance of being resolved.

• You have paid by credit card and a chargeback has failed to resolve the problem.

• The courts or a tribunal have not already ruled on the matter, and there is no case 

pending.

If we decide your problem is suitable for our dispute services, we will:

• contact the business or rental provider/property manager on your behalf 

• identify the issues

• explore options for a resolution that are consistent with the law.

We cannot make anyone speak to us and we cannot enforce an outcome – only a court or 

tribunal have this power. If our involvement does not resolve the problem, we will generally 

give you information on taking your complaint further by applying to a court or tribunal, such 

as the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), or getting your own legal advice.

Source: <https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/contact-us/resolve-your-problem>  
© State of Victoria (Consumer Affairs Victoria) 2023

Discuss the appropriateness of the involvement of Consumer Affairs Victoria in the resolution of 

civil disputes.
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Question 11 (10 marks)

With reference to the impact of costs and time, evaluate the ability of the civil justice system to 

achieve the principles of justice.
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Question 12 (10 marks)

Discuss the extent to which the defendant in both criminal and civil matters has the ability to 

access the justice system. 
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Question 1 (4 marks)

Explain the significance of one High Court case that has had an impact on the division of 

constitutional law-making powers.

Unit 4 | Area of Study 1    The people and the law-makers
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Question 2 (6 marks)

Evaluate the extent to which the express protection of rights acts as a check on parliament in 

law-making.
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Question 3 (5 marks)

In the High Court case of British American Tobacco Australasia Limited & Ors v Commonwealth 

of Australia, the plaintiffs questioned the validity of the Tobacco Plain Packaging Act 2011 (Cth), 

which was to regulate and standardise the retail packaging and appearance of tobacco products 

in Australia. The High Court held that the law was constitutional, confirming the powers of the 

Commonwealth to pass such law.

Explain the significance of one other High Court case that has had an impact on the division of 

law-making powers. 
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Question 4 (4 marks)

Source 1 

The following is an extract from the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s website.

In December 2014, the Attorney-General asked the Commission to review the law to 

allow people to be treated with medicinal cannabis in exceptional circumstances.

The Commission’s March 2015 issues paper identified two areas of investigation:

• How to define the exceptional circumstances in which a person should be allowed to 

use medicinal cannabis

• How the law could be amended to enable patients to obtain medicinal cannabis 

while continuing to prevent unauthorised access.

Our subsequent investigation drew on nine public consultations in metropolitan and 

regional Victoria and 99 public submissions.

The final report on medicinal cannabis law reform was delivered to the Attorney-

General on 31 August 2015. The report made 42 recommendations for changes to the 

law to allow people to be treated with medicinal cannabis in exceptional circumstances. 

The report was tabled in Parliament on 6 October 2015 …

Source: Victorian Law Reform Commission website,  
<https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/all-projects/medicinal-cannabis>  

© State of Victoria (Department of Premier and Cabinet) 2016

Source 2

The following is an extract from the Parliament of Victoria’s website.

On 8 December 2015, the Andrews Government introduced the Access to Medicinal 

Cannabis Bill 2015 to the Legislative Assembly, thereby becoming the first Australian 

government to introduce a Bill to legalise medicinal cannabis through establishing a 

state-based medicinal cannabis scheme. The Bill provides for cultivation, manufacture 

and distribution of medicinal cannabis products in Victoria.

The Bill follows a pre-election commitment in August 2014 by the then Opposition 

Leader Daniel Andrews to pursue legalisation of medicinal cannabis. After the 

state election in November 2014, the Andrews Government asked the Victorian 

Law Reform Commission (VLRC) to review law reform options to enable access to 

medicinal cannabis for patients in exceptional circumstances. This Bill responds to 

recommendations in the VLRC’s report.

Source: Parliament of Victoria website,  
<https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/component/jdownloads/download/ 

36-research-papers/13760-2016-2-access-to-medicinal-cannabis-bill2015> 
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Source 3

The following is an excerpt from the Access to Medicinal Cannabis Act 2016 (Vic).

eligible patient means— 

a.   a patient who— 

(i) is under 18 years of age; and 

(i) experiences severe seizures resulting from an epileptic condition in 

respect of which other treatment options have not proved effective or have 

generated intolerable side effects; and

(i)  meets the prescribed criteria in respect of that condition (if any); or

b.   a patient who— 

(i) has a prescribed medical condition; and 

(ii) meets the prescribed criteria in respect of that condition (if any);

Source: Victorian Legislation and Parliamentary Documents website, 
© State of Victoria, Australia Copyright in all legislation of the Parliament of the State of Victoria, 

Australia, is owned by the Crown in right of the State of Victoria, Australia. 
<http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/edfb620cf7503d1aca256d

a4001b08af/1E1D95ECB3B1662ECA257FA100098BF7/$FILE/16-020aa%20authorised.pdf> 

With reference to the division of constitutional law-making powers, explain how the Victorian 

Parliament is able to make law to allow access to medicinal cannabis. 
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Question 5 (9 marks)

The following is an excerpt from the National Party of Australia’s website.

Keeping Australians safe is the Morrison Government’s �rst priority.

The online world brings with it the ability to connect with people all over the world as 

never before. But with these opportunities come new threats and challenges. The 

Morrison Government is committed to a safer online environment for all Australians, 

including families and children. The online world is no longer an optional extra in people’s 

lives. The online world should not be an ungoverned space. The targets of online abuse 

and bullying should not be forced ofNine. Instead, technology platforms, governments 

and other users must all play a part in making the internet safe. It is why we have taken 

action to crack down on online predators as well as giving parents and carers the 

information and support they need to ensure their children’s safety in the online world. 

We understand that Australians expect the laws and standards of behaviour that apply in 

the physical world should apply equally in the online world.

Source: National Party of Australia © National Party of Australia 
 <https://nationals.org.au/our-plan-to-keep-australians-safe-online/>

a. With reference to the Crown and the Houses of Parliament, outline what  

would be required when the government proposes laws to protect the  

‘targets of online abuse and bullying’.  6 marks
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b. Explain what could happen if the state of Victoria made law that conNicted  

with the Commonwealth’s efforts to regulate the ‘online world’.  3 marks
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Question 6 (3 marks)

Explain how judicial activism or judicial conservatism can affect the ability of courts to make law. 
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Question 7 (8 marks)

Discuss two factors that affect the ability of parliament to make law.
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Question 8 (4 marks)

As at 14 November 2019, the composition of the Senate of the Commonwealth Parliament was 

as follows.

• 35 members of the Liberal–National Coalition 

• 26 members of the Australian Labor Party 

• 9 members of the Australian Greens 

• 2 members of the Centre Alliance

• 2 members of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Party

• 1 member of the Jacqui Lambie Network 

• 1 independent

Discuss the extent to which the Senate is representative in its law-making. 
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Question 9 (10 marks)

In 1996 Sir Anthony Mason, a renowned judge of the High Court, addressed the issue of courts 

as law-makers: 

I had learned that judges do make law some 25 years before Lord Reid [one of 

England’s greatest judges] made his public statement [on the issue] in 1972. Of 

course, some judges had acknowledged as much before 1972. Viscount Radcliffe, 

another great English judge, had said as much in 1967, but he cautioned against 

letting the public in on the secret lest it harm public confidence in the law ‘as a 

constant, safe in the hands of judges’.

Discuss the extent to which judges are able to make law in Australian courts. 
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Question 10 (3 marks)

The following is an extract from the Parliament of Victoria website, updated in 2018.

Terms of Reference

On 11 November 2015, the Legislative Council issues the attached terms of reference for 

the Inquiry into Illicit and Synthetic Drugs and Prescription Medication.

The Law Reform, Road and Community Safety Committee has since refined the terms of 

reference and amended the inquiry title to the Inquiry into Drug Law Reform.

The Committee will inquire into, consider and report, no later than 29 March 2018 on:

1)  The effectiveness of laws, procedures and regulations relating to illicit and synthetic 

drugs and the misuse of prescription medication in minimising drug-related health, 

social and economic harm; and

2)  The practice of other Australian states and territories and overseas jurisdictions and 

their approach to drug law reform and how other positive reforms could be adopted 

into Victorian law.

Source: Parliament of Victoria website,  
<https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lrrcsc/inquiries/article/2809>  

© Parliament of Victoria 2018

The Access to Medicinal Cannabis Act 2016 (Vic) refers to an ‘eligible patient’ in relation to 

those who can access medicinal cannabis. 

In the future, a court may be required to interpret the term ‘eligible patient’. 

Explain one impact of this interpretation.               3 marks
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Question 11 (10 marks)

The High Court of Australia case of State Government Insurance Commission v Trigwell (1979) 

was significant. The Trigwell family were injured in a collision between their vehicle and another 

car. The other driver (who died in the accident) had lost control of their vehicle due to roaming 

livestock. The Trigwells sought compensation from the deceased negligent driver’s insurance 

company and the owner of the livestock.

An old precedent was applied, which outlined that the owner of roaming livestock could not be 

held liable for damage caused by the animals. As a result of the precedent, the owner of the 

roaming livestock did not have to pay damages to the injured family (the Trigwells), but the 

insurance company did.

The State Government Insurance Commission appealed to the High Court, believing the original 

decision to be unjust and hoping that the High Court would change the law. However, the 

original decision was upheld, as the majority of High Court justices believed the old precedent 

was still applicable. These High Court justices did not embrace the role of law-maker.

Subsequent to this High Court decision, the Parliament of Victoria passed a law abrogating 

the old precedent. As a result, farmers would now be held liable for damage caused by their 

roaming livestock.

a. Explain two factors that affected the ability of the High Court to change the  

law in this case.  4 marks 
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b. ‘Parliament and the courts are totally separate and distinct institutions. There is  

no connection between them in any way when it comes to law-making.’ 

Discuss the accuracy of the above statement, making reference to the case  

of State Government Insurance Commission v Trigwell. 6 marks



© Insight Publications

Unit 4, Area of Study 1: The people and the law-makers

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

64

Question 12 (2 marks)

Outline the role of the Crown in law-making at Commonwealth level.
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Question 13 (4 marks)

Distinguish between the role of the upper house and the lower house of the Parliament  

of Victoria.
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Question 14 (5 marks)

Explain how the separation of the legislative, executive and judicial powers acts as a check on 

parliament in law-making.
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Question 15 (5 marks)

Explain how the High Court has protected the principle of representative government.
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Question 16 (4 marks)

Mansfield v Kelly (1972) saw the Full Court of the Supreme Court – now known as the Supreme 

Court (Court of Appeal) – interpreting words within the Summary Offences Act 1966 (Vic). The 

court needed to determine whether the defendant was guilty of being drunk in a public place. 

The defendant had been found in an intoxicated state in the front seat of a motor car parked on 

a public street. The court held that a person found drunk in a motor car that is in a public street 

is ‘found drunk in a public place’.

Source: Summary Offences Act 1966 and Victorian Reports  
<https://victorianreports.com.au/judgment/view/1972-VR-744>

Outline two effects of the court’s interpretation of legislation in this case.
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Question 1 (4 marks)

In recent years, there have been a number of parliamentary committees and royal commissions 

at both state and federal government levels.

In late 2019, the Parliament of Victoria website referred to ‘the Integrity and Oversight 

Committee … a joint investigatory committee of the Parliament of Victoria … created when the 

Accountability and Oversight Committee and the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption 

Commission Committee were amalgamated’.

Source: Parliament of Victoria website <https://web.archive.org/web/20220320111312/ 
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/ioc> © Parliament of Victoria 2019

At the same time, the ABC reported the following on the Royal Commission into the 

Management of Police Informants: ‘Former Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Christine Nixon 

has told the Lawyer X royal commission she was never told that [gangland lawyer] Nicola 

Gobbo was a police informer …’

Source: ‘Former police chief Christine Nixon tells Lawyer X royal commission she was never  
told of Nicola Gobbo’s role’ by Sarah Farnsworth and staff, ABC News <https://www.abc. 

net.au/news/2019-12-18/carl-williams-killing-involved-corrupt-prison-staff-ken-jones/11808880>

Explain the role of royal commissions or parliamentary committees in law reform.

Unit 4 | Area of Study 2    The people and reform
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Question 2 (17 marks)

Source 1

The following is an extract from the Royal Commission into Family Violence website.

In keeping with its terms of reference, the Royal Commission into Family Violence 

aimed to make recommendations which [among other things]:

• foster a violence-free society

• reduce and aim to eliminate family violence

• prevent the occurrence and escalation of family violence

• build respectful family relationships …

• support adults and children who have been affected by family violence 

• hold those who have been violent accountable for their actions

• help people who use or may use family violence to change their behaviour.

Source: Royal Commission into Family Violence website,  
<www.rcfv.com.au/The-Commission> 

© State of Victoria; CC BY 4.0 licence, <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/>

Source 2

The following is an extract from the Victoria Legal Aid website.

Our submission to the Royal Commission

Our submission to the Royal Commission into Family Violence made 35 

recommendations to improve the legal response to family violence … 

We support a system that:

• recognises the unique preventative role and value of family violence legal services 

for both applicants and respondents

• improves the operational processes supporting the legal response to family violence

• promotes rehabilitation where appropriate once a criminal justice response is 

triggered by responding to the individual circumstances of people who commit 

criminal offences in the context of family violence.

Source: Victoria Legal Aid website, <www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/about-us/strategic-advocacy-and-law-
reform/more-effective-responses-to-family-violence/royal-commission-into-family-violence>  

CC BY 4.0 licence, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Source 3

The following is an extract from the Parliament of Victoria website, updated in 2018.

Terms of Reference

On 11 November 2015, the Legislative Council issues the attached terms of reference for 

the Inquiry into Illicit and Synthetic Drugs and Prescription Medication.

The Law Reform, Road and Community Safety Committee has since refined the terms of 

reference and amended the inquiry title to the Inquiry into Drug Law Reform.

The Committee will inquire into, consider and report, no later than 29 March 2018 on:

(3) The effectiveness of laws, procedures and regulations relating to illicit and 

synthetic drugs and the misuse of prescription medication in minimising drug-

related health, social and economic harm; and

(4) The practice of other Australian states and territories and overseas jurisdictions 

and their approach to drug law reform and how other positive reforms could be 

adopted into Victorian law.

Source: Parliament  of Victoria website,  
<https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/lrrcsc/inquiries/article/2809>  

© Parliament of Victoria 2018

a. Explain one way in which the terms of reference and aims of either the Royal  

Commission into Family Violence or the Law Reform, Road and Community  

Safety Committee’s Inquiry into Drug Law Reform restrict the selected body  

from inNuencing change in the law. 3 marks
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b. Evaluate the individual’s ability and means to inNuence law reform.  

In your answer, refer to either royal commissions or parliamentary committees  

and at least one of the following: petitions; demonstrations; the use of courts. 6 marks
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c. ‘While royal commissions and parliamentary committees can inNuence law reform,  

one should not forget the vital role played by the Victorian Law Reform Commission 

(VLRC).’

With reference to the VLRC, discuss the extent to which you agree with  

this statement. 8 marks
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Question 3 (6 marks)

Source 1

The following is an extract from the Victorian Law Reform Commission (VLRC)’s website.

In December 2014, the Attorney-General asked the Commission to review the law 

to allow people to be treated with medicinal cannabis in exceptional circumstances.

The Commission’s March 2015 issues paper identified two areas of investigation:

• How to define the exceptional circumstances in which a person should be 

allowed to use medicinal cannabis

• How the law could be amended to enable patients to obtain medicinal cannabis 

while continuing to prevent unauthorised access.

Our subsequent investigation drew on nine public consultations in metropolitan and 

regional Victoria and 99 public submissions.

The final report on medicinal cannabis law reform was delivered to the Attorney-

General on 31 August 2015. The report made 42 recommendations for changes 

to the law to allow people to be treated with medicinal cannabis in exceptional 

circumstances. The report was tabled in Parliament on 6 October 2015 …

Source: Victorian Law Reform Commission website,  
<https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/all-projects/medicinal-cannabis> 

Source 2

The following is an extract from the Parliament of Victoria’s website.

On 8 December 2015, the Andrews Government introduced the Access to Medicinal 

Cannabis Bill 2015 to the Legislative Assembly, thereby becoming the first Australian 

government to introduce a Bill to legalise medicinal cannabis through establishing a 

state-based medicinal cannabis scheme. The Bill provides for cultivation, manufacture 

and distribution of medicinal cannabis products in Victoria.

The Bill follows a pre-election commitment in August 2014 by the then Opposition Leader 

Daniel Andrews to pursue legalisation of medicinal cannabis. After the state election in 

November 2014, the Andrews Government asked the Victorian Law Reform Commission 

(VLRC) to review law reform options to enable access to medicinal cannabis for patients 

in exceptional circumstances. This Bill responds to recommendations in the VLRC’s 

report.

Source: Parliament of Victoria website,  
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/component/jdownloads/download/ 

36-research-papers/13760-2016-2-access-to-medicinal-cannabis-bill2015 
© Parliament of Victoria 2015
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a. With reference to introducing access to medicinal cannabis, outline one  

reason for law reform. 2 marks

b. Evaluate the ability of the VLRC to inNuence law reform regarding access  

to medicinal cannabis.  4 marks
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Question 4 (9 marks)

The following is an excerpt from the National Party of Australia’s website.

Keeping Australians safe is the Morrison Government’s �rst priority.

The online world brings with it the ability to connect with people all over the world as 

never before. But with these opportunities come new threats and challenges.

The Morrison Government is committed to a safer online environment for all Australians, 

including families and children.

The online world is no longer an optional extra in people’s lives. The online world should 

not be an ungoverned space. The targets of online abuse and bullying should not be 

forced ofNine. Instead, technology platforms, governments and other users must all play 

a part in making the internet safe.

It is why we have taken action to crack down on online predators as well as giving 

parents and carers the information and support they need to ensure their children’s safety 

in the online world.

We understand that Australians expect the laws and standards of behaviour that apply in 

the physical world should apply equally in the online world.

Source: National Party of Australia © National Party of Australia 
https://nationals.org.au/our-plan-to-keep-australians-safe-online/

a. Identify one reason why there is a need to change the law.  3 marks
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b. In your view, what would be the two most effective methods for individuals  

to inNuence law-makers? Give reasons for your answer.  6 marks
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Question 5 (4 marks)

With use of examples, analyse the role of the media, including social media, in law reform.
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Question 6 (8 marks)

With reference to one recent example relating to the civil or criminal justice system, evaluate the 

ability of the Victorian Law Reform Commission to inNuence change in the law.
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Question 7 (3 marks)

Outline one reason for constitutional reform.

Question 8 (6 marks)

With reference to the 1967 referendum, explain how the written words of the Australian 

Constitution can be changed.
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Question 9 (4 marks)

Suggest two reasons why a referendum might fail.
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Question 10 (10 marks)

‘Despite the many ways individuals can inNuence law reform, including social media, parliament 

and the courts are limited in their ability to respond to the need for law reform.’

Discuss the extent to which you agree with this statement. In your answer, provide one reason 

for law reform. 
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 Suggested responses

Question 1a

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 1 mark

• 1 mark for correctly defining the term ‘sanction’. 

 » Provide a precise and accurate definition. You should not spend too 
long or go into too much detail when answering questions that are only 
worth one mark.

TIP

Question 1b

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 2 marks for a description of imprisonment.

• 1 mark for outlining one of the purposes of imprisonment.

Note: Responses may also mention the fact that prison terms are expressed in levels. 

There are nine levels, with Level 1 equating to life imprisonment, Level 2 equating to 25 

years’ imprisonment and Level 9 equating to 6 months’ imprisonment. 

Unit 3 | Area of Study 1    The Victorian criminal justice system
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for accurately identifying each additional right (up to 2 marks).

• 1 mark for describing what each right entails (up to 2 marks).
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Question 3

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• 1 mark for identifying VLA.

• 1 mark for identifying CLCs.

• 3 marks for explaining in detail how VLA and CLCs can specifically help Ali. 

 » Given that the question asks for ‘options’ (plural), you must discuss both 
Victoria Legal Aid and community legal centres.

TIP
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Question 4a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for each justification for a plea negotiation. 

 » When required to justify, you must provide reasons or benefits 
associated with an action or procedure.

TIP
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Question 4b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for an evaluation of one sanction.

• 3 marks for an evaluation of a second sanction.

 » When evaluating a sanction, you must address how a sanction might 
fulfil the purposes of sanctions, and also how a sanction might not fulfil 
the purposes of sanctions.

TIP
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Question 5a

Sample response 

Note: Additional rights of the victim that could be addressed are provided below. 
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Note: Additional rights of the defendant that could be addressed are provided below.

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for correctly identifying a right of the victim.

• 1 mark for correctly identifying a right of the defendant.

• 1 mark for a detailed explanation of the right of the victim. 

• 1 mark for a detailed explanation of the right of the defendant. 

Note: High-scoring responses must identify and explain each right in detail, with reference 

to relevant laws.
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Question 5b

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying a reason for a court hierarchy.

• 1 mark for explaining the reason for a court hierarchy.

• 1 mark for the reference to the case. 

 » The VCE Legal Studies Study Design also refers to ‘appeals’ as a reason 
for a court hierarchy in determining criminal cases.

TIP
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Question 5c

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally. 

• Reference must be made to both mitigating circumstances and early guilty pleas.
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Question 6a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for defining each factor and clearly indicating that they are different by using 

comparative language (up to 2 marks).

• 1 mark for determining the relevance of each factor to the case (up to 2 marks).

 » The response must highlight the difference between the factors. Words 
such as ‘whereas’ and ‘however’ can be of benefit here.

TIP
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Question 6b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Both the appropriateness and the inappropriateness of plea negotiations need to be 

addressed in the response.

• Full marks can only be achieved with meaningful reference to the stimulus material. 

 » When you are asked to ‘discuss’ a topic, you must address both sides of 
the argument. However, you should provide greater detail for your main 
point than the counterpoint.

TIP
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Question 6c

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for discussing how community corrections orders can fulfil multiple aims of 

criminal sanctions.

• 3 marks for discussing how community corrections orders do not always fulfil multiple 

aims of criminal sanctions. 

 » Use paragraphs when responding to questions to clearly structure and 
signpost your discussion for the assessor.

 » Close application of the facts provided in the stimulus scenario is 
crucial to achieve top marks. Thorough knowledge and discussion of 
CCOs is not enough to ensure full marks.

TIP
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Question 7a

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for outlining each factor (up to 4 marks).

Note: One or both factors must specifically refer and connect to the first piece of  

stimulus material. 

 » The VCE Legal Studies Study Design refers to ‘costs, time and cultural 
differences’. Any of these could be addressed in this question.

 » You must refer to the actual principles of justice in your response.

TIP
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Question 7b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 1 mark for identifying each principle of justice (up to 3 marks).

• 1 mark for connecting each principle with a relevant aim of the Supreme Court of 

Victoria (up to 3 marks). 

 » Your challenge in this question is to attribute each principle of justice to 
the aims and initiatives of the Supreme Court.

TIP
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Question 7c

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 1 mark for identifying each key figure or body (up to 3 marks).

• 1 mark for explaining how the rights of the accused are protected by each figure or body 

(up to 3 marks).

• Full marks cannot be gained if there is no reference to the stimulus material.

Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for correctly identifying indictable offences.

• 2 marks for providing a detailed explanation; at least two reasons as to why the matters 

are indictable need to be provided.
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Question 9

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for each way by which the presumption of innocence is protected within the 

criminal justice system. 

 » You could receive full marks if you only provide two ways by which the 
presumption of innocence is upheld within the criminal justice system. 
However, such a response would need to be an in-depth one.

TIP

Question 10

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• Full marks can only be achieved if the response addresses what the right to silence 

hopes to achieve.
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Question 11a

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 1 mark for outlining the standard of proof in this case.

• 1 mark for linking the standard of proof to fairness in this case.

Question 11b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for an explanation of the burden of proof.

• 1 mark for reference to the presumption of innocence.

• 1 mark for reference to the right to silence.
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Question 11c

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks 

• The response will be marked globally.

• A detailed assessment of the role of the jury in the particular case is required. In 

analysing the role of the jury, you need to address impacts and consequences 

associated with the jury in this case.

• Stimulus material must be incorporated into the response.

Question 11d

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Multiple details regarding the assistance provided by VLA or a CLC need to be provided.

• Stimulus material must be incorporated into the response.
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Question 12

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 2 marks for discussing fairness.

• 2 marks for discussing equality.

• 2 marks for discussing access.
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Question 1

Sample response 

Note: Three arguments are to be presented. Examples of possible arguments are provided 

below.

Mark allocation: 5 marks 

• The response will be marked globally.

• High-scoring responses will identify three distinct arguments in favour of using VCAT 

and provide substantial explanation supporting those arguments.

• Precise details relating to cost, time, informality and accessibility would be ideal. 

 » Ideally, ensure that you incorporate precise details about VCAT in your 
response, rather than simply providing a broad discussion.

TIP

Unit 3 | Area of Study 2    The Victorian civil justice system
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying an appropriate factor.

• 2 marks for explaining what this factor entails. 

 » The VCE Legal Studies Study Design refers to three factors to be 
considered when initiating civil action: costs, limitation of actions, and 
enforcement options. Any one of these could be used in the response.

TIP
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Question 3a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 1 mark for accurately identifying a relevant method of dispute resolution.

• 1 mark for describing the method of dispute resolution.

Note: Other details you could include in the description of mediation are: the mediator 

will not offer suggestions; often a whiteboard is used by the mediator to list issues and 

avenues to achieve settlement; ideally, a voluntary agreement will ultimately be reached; 

a written agreement, known as a ‘deed of settlement’ can be drawn up that is enforceable 

through the courts. 

 » When responding to a question like this, there could also be a focus on 
conciliation or arbitration.

TIP
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Question 3b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for addressing the limitation of actions.

• 1 mark for addressing enforcement issues.

• 1 mark for incorporation of stimulus material.

Note: A clear explanation of both factors is required.
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Question 3c

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for providing an evaluative statement with a contention.

• 1 mark for outlining how damages fulfil the purposes of civil remedies.

• 1 mark for outlining how damages do not fulfil the purposes of civil remedies.

Note: An injunction could also be discussed in response to this question. 

 » When addressing a question that asks you to discuss the extent of 
something, you must provide two distinct perspectives. 

 » You must provide a sentence addressing the extent to which you believe 
the remedy you identified can achieve its purpose. This requires you to 
explain why it will, will not, or will partially achieve its specific purpose.

TIPS
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Question 4

Sample response

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 1 mark for identifying a responsibility.

• 1 mark for providing additional detail outlining the responsibility.

Note: Other responsibilities that you could address include: overseeing selection and 

empanelment of the jury (if a jury is used in a civil trial); providing a summary of evidence 

to the jury (if a jury is present); if no jury is present, considering the evidence and deciding 

which version of the facts is more likely on the balance of probabilities (subsequently, a 

verdict will be delivered); if finding for the plaintiff, determining the remedy. 

 » If you provide multiple responsibilities, the first one addressed will be 
the one assessed. Listing multiple responsibilities, even if accurate, does 
not equate to successfully outlining one. Such an approach will not see 
a second mark awarded. 

TIP

Question 5a 

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for outlining the party that will possess the burden of proof.

• 2 marks for explaining the standard of proof.
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Question 5b 

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 2 marks for describing damages.

• 2 marks for describing injunctions.

• 2 marks for outlining whether civil remedies fulfil their purpose. 

 » When describing damages and injunctions, you should include multiple 
precise details.

TIP
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Question 6

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for addressing the burden of proof.

• 2 marks for addressing the standard of proof and incorporating meaningful reference to 

the case.
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Question 7a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for addressing the appropriateness of mediation in this matter.

• 3 marks for addressing the inappropriateness of mediation in this matter. 

Note: You do not need to provide equal weighting for each side.
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Question 7b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• The response must present multiple benefits of using a court to resolve the dispute.



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

116

Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for one reason.

• 2 marks for another reason. 

 » You must refer to both ‘administrative convenience’ and ‘appeals’ in the 
response as these are the reasons specified in the Study Design.

TIP
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Question 9a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for addressing the plaintiff.

• 3 marks for addressing the defendant.

• Stimulus material must be addressed to gain full marks.
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Question 9b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for similarities.

• 2 marks for differences. 

 » The task word ‘compare’ requires both similarities and differences to be 
addressed.

TIP

Question 9c

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Reference to what is required for a class action, including number of plaintiffs and a 

common defendant, is required.
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Question 9d

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Reference to multiple reasons as to why legal practitioners are necessary is required.

• Stimulus material must be addressed to gain full marks.
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Question 10

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for the appropriateness of CAV.

• 3 marks for the inappropriateness of CAV.

• Stimulus material must be addressed to gain full marks. 

 » Equal weighting in the discussion of appropriateness and 
inappropriateness is not required. You can favour one side over  
the other.

TIP
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Question 11

Sample response



© Insight Publications

Unit 3, Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

122

Mark allocation: 10 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• There must be reference to how the civil justice system addresses each of the principles 

of justice.

• There must be reference to the issues of costs and time. 

 » Breaking the response up into multiple focused paragraphs is essential.

 » Strong topic sentences at the start of each paragraph are essential.

TIPS
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Question 12

Sample response 
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Note: Further elements of the criminal justice system that can be accessed by the 

defendant are listed below. 

Note: Further elements of the civil justice system that can be accessed by the defendant 

are listed below. 

Mark allocation: 10 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• There must be reference to both accessibility and factors which negatively affect 

accessibility.

Note: There are multiple ways to approach this question in terms of structure and content. 

 » The demands of the question must be acknowledged. In this instance, 
you must refer to both criminal and civil matters in your response and 
give similar consideration to both. 

TIP
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Question 1

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 4 marks 

• The response will be marked globally.

• Stronger responses will involve multiple accurate and precise details associated with 

the case, as well as a distinct explanation as to why the case was significant in relation to 

the division of law-making powers. 

 » Incorporate facts associated with the chosen High Court case. There 
must be an emphasis on the significance of the case on the division of 
the law-making powers.

TIP

Unit 4 | Area of Study 1    The people and the law-makers
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Question 2

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for how the express protection of rights acts as a check.

• 3 marks for how the express protection of rights is limited as a check. 

 » An evaluation requires both the strengths and weaknesses of the check 
to be addressed.

 » However, there does not need to be an equal amount of detail on 
the strengths and weaknesses. The response must address the main 
argument established at the start of the answer.

TIPS



Unit 4, Area of Study 1: The people and the law-makers

© Insight Publications VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

127

Question 3

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Essential elements that should be included in the response include:

 › case title

 › facts of the case

 › issue/s of the case

 › decision of the case

 › significance of the case. 

 » R v Brislan is just one example that could be used. Another case 
commonly studied is Commonwealth v Tasmania 1983, also known as 
the ‘Tasmanian Dam Case’. 

TIP
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Question 4

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for addressing each of the key terms of ‘exclusive’, ‘concurrent’ and ‘residual’ law-

making powers (up to 3 marks).

• 1 mark for including reference to the stimulus material. 

 » When dealing with questions such as these, you will not receive full 
marks for a response that does not reference the stimulus material.

TIP
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Question 5a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 2 marks for each feature of Commonwealth Parliament: House of Representatives, 

Senate, Crown (up to 6 marks).

Note: It is crucial that the roles of the lower house, upper house, and Crown are addressed 

in relation to law-making. 

 » With any question that requires multiple focuses, you should break 
your response up into multiple paragraphs.

TIP
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Question 5b

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying that the state law could be challenged in the High Court.

• 2 marks for identifying and outlining section 109 of the Australian Constitution. 

 » When addressing section 109, it is vital to address the section in full, 
including reference to ‘to the extent of the inconsistency’.

TIP
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Question 6

Sample response 

OR

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Stronger responses will include a definition of the term ‘judicial conservatism’ or ‘judicial 

activism’ prior to an assessment of its effect on courts as law-makers. An example could 

be used to illustrate the point. 

 » Read the question carefully. It requires discussion of only one of 
‘judicial conservatism’ or ‘judicial activism’.

TIP
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Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 8 marks

• 2 marks for explaining how each factor assists in law-making by parliament (up to  

4 marks).

• 2 marks for explaining how each factor might hinder parliament in making law (up to  

4 marks).
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Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for acknowledging that the Senate is representative in law-making.

• 2 marks for providing a counterargument. 
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Question 9

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 10 marks

• The response will be marked globally. 

• To achieve high marks, the response will need to acknowledge both sides of the 

argument, although they do not need to be discussed equally. 

• A concluding statement is also expected for higher marks. 

 » You need to plan your response to such an extensive question carefully.

TIP

Question 10 

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying the impact.

• 2 marks for closely linking the explanation to the specific facts provided in the source 

material.
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Question 11a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for identifying each factor (up to 2 marks).

• 1 mark for the explanation of each factor (up to 2 marks).
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Question 11b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 1 mark for identifying each relationship between parliament and the courts (up to  

3 marks).

• 1 mark for explaining the relationship identified (up to 3 marks).

Question 12

Sample response

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 1 mark for reference to ‘royal assent’.

• 1 mark for an explanation of what ‘royal assent’ entails. 

 » Relatively straightforward questions, such as this one, are becoming 
rarer in the examination, but they are still posed on occasion. Given 
the greater number of higher-order thinking questions in the current 
examinations, you need to capitalise when lower-order thinking 
questions are asked by ensuring you earn all the marks available.

TIP
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Question 13

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for addressing the upper house.

• 2 marks for addressing the lower house.
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Question 14

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• It will not be sufficient to merely outline the separation of powers principle. There must 

be reference to how the principle acts as a check on parliament in law-making.
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Question 15

Sample response

Mark allocation: 5 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• Reference to specific cases, and how the High Court protected the principle of 

representative government in those cases, will be of immense benefit.
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Question 16

Sample response

 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 2 marks for outlining one effect; the effect is to be identified with subsequent  

detail provided.

• 2 marks for outlining another effect; the effect is to be identified with subsequent  

detail provided.
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Question 1

Sample response

OR

 

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• The actions of a royal commission or a parliamentary committee must be addressed in 

the response.

• Stimulus material must be incorporated into the response.

Unit 4 | Area of Study 2    The people and reform
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Question 2a

Sample response 

OR

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for acknowledging that the royal commission / parliamentary committee was 

restricted.

• 1 mark for explaining how it was restricted.

• 1 mark for reference to the stimulus material. 
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Question 2b

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 2 marks for each method explained, including one positive aspect and one negative 

aspect for each (up to 4 marks).

• 2 marks for an overall evaluative comment.

Note: This response discusses both petitions and demonstrations in detail, but only one is 

required to attain full marks. 
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Question 2c

Sample response 

Mark allocation: 8 marks

• The response will be marked globally. 

• Stronger responses will provide an explanation of what the VLRC does, and the 

methods and processes it employs, and include an example. Evaluative comments are 

to be made throughout. 

 » In your response, you could include reference to the VLRC’s 
background, its processes, its strengths, and an example of a VLRC 
inquiry.

TIP
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Question 3a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 2 marks

• 1 mark for identifying the reason for change to the law.

• 1 mark for the explanation with reference to the sources. 

 » Other reasons for change to laws could be used in this response, 
including changes in technology, scientific research, and understanding 
of the impact of cannabis for certain medical conditions. 

TIP
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Question 3b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• 1 mark for providing an overall evaluative statement with a contention.

• 3 marks for addressing the VLRC’s ability to influence law reform, including reference to 

difficulties and obstacles relating to the VLRC’s ability to influence law reform.
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Question 4a

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying the reason for change to the law.

• 2 marks for use of the stimulus material. 
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Question 4b

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 3 marks for the arguments in support of each method (up to 6 marks)

Note: At least two arguments in support of each method are needed. 

 » The VCE Legal Studies Study Design refers to ‘petitions, demonstrations 
and the use of the courts’, as well as the ‘role of the media, including 
social media, in law reform’. You could address any of these methods in 
your response.

TIP
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Question 5

Sample response

Mark allocation: 4 marks

• The response will be marked globally.

• An analysis requires a detailed discussion of the issue.

• Both traditional forms of media and social media need to be addressed.

• At least two examples of the use of media to influence law reform need to be included.
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Question 6

Sample response

Mark allocation: 8 marks

• 3 marks for addressing the ability of the VLRC to influence change.

• 3 marks for addressing limitations in relation to the VLRC.

• 2 marks for addressing a recent example and referring to the civil or criminal  

justice system.
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Question 7

Sample response

Mark allocation: 3 marks

• 1 mark for identifying a reason for constitutional reform.

• 2 marks for the subsequent explanation.

 » Other reasons for constitutional change that could be addressed 
include (but are not limited to) increasing protection of rights; changing 
the Commonwealth’s law-making powers; and reforming Australia’s 
political system.

TIP
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Question 8

Sample response

Mark allocation: 6 marks

• 4 marks for an explanation of how the written words of the Australian Constitution can 

be changed.

• 2 marks for reference to the 1967 referendum.



© Insight Publications

Unit 4, Area of Study 2: The people and reform

VCE Revision Questions: Legal Studies Units 3 & 4

154

Question 9

Sample response

Mark alloca	on: 4 marks

• 1 mark for each reason (up to 2 marks)

• 1 mark for each explanation (up to 2 marks)
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Question 10

Sample response
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Mark allocation: 10 marks

• 2 marks for providing an evaluative statement addressing the ability of parliament and 

courts to respond to the need for law reform.

• 8 marks for addressing the ability of parliament and the courts to respond to the 

demands for law reform in detail. In this discussion, there must be reference to the 

means that individuals can use to influence change in the law.

• There must also be reference to one reason why law needs to change.

Note: A number of different structures could be used to respond to the question; the 

mark allocation breakdown above represents one example. 

 » It is important to note the level of precise detail in the sample 
responses. A detailed discussion requires multiple points to be made 
for both ways the courts and parliament can influence reform, and ways 
they are limited in doing so.

 » You should include examples that illustrate your points wherever 
possible. You do not need to go into a lot of detail when using 
examples, but make sure the assessor can clearly understand what you 
are referring to (e.g. the name of a case, a piece of legislation or a brief 
description of a case study of law reform).

TIPS


