
Apex Exam Guide 
 

Ancient History 
Year 12 QCE 

Queensland Curriculum 

 

2025 Edition 
 

Douglas Beranke 

   

SGpuUU40TVBpQ2luYW1OaURXY0J3Mk1TeVRpYjlScnVub1FiZ2c3QWRDVWhCMkozRWJwbnZnZk1WUnI3TFRqOUtTZFd3NEN0NGVLRVpkU0x1UzVEV2pWNHVUQ2V1ZUd3NmRlZi1ub3QtYS10aHJvd2F3YXkxMjM0QHByb3Rvbi5tZQ



Apex Exam Guide – 2025 Edition – Page 2 
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Resource Hub Link: https://www.apexbooks.com.au/ 

• Subscribe for future updates. 

• Contact details for any queries or feedback. 

• Relevant QCE subject information. 

• University scholarship information. 

• Other useful information.  
 

Key Features of the Apex Exam Guides 

• Contains the past four years of QCE exam questions from 2023 to 2020, categorised based on the most up to date QCAA 

syllabus reviews.  

• Significantly reduced overall cost compared to alternative book options. 

• Future editions will be released with the most up to date QCE exams. 

• Students can review chapters, specific questions or solutions at any given time throughout the course.  

• Students can refer to relevant chapters to complete during class or for private study to prepare for topic tests or exams. 

• Teachers can use these eBooks as a great reference point for lesson planning, developing internal assessments or when 

preparing class activities to ensure alignment with exam level questions. 

• Mark allocation included to guide student time management. 

• Fully worked answers from the QCE marking guide are included for feedback. 

• Increase student confidence and enable high achievement. 

 

How to Use Apex Exam Guides 

Purchase of these eBook PDFs allows your students access to previous QCE exam questions, arranged by syllabus topics and 

answers from the marking guide. Revision for QCE assessments or exams becomes much more straightforward. Students can review 

chapters, specific questions or solutions at any given time throughout the course. Students can be referred to relevant chapters to 

complete during class or privately to prepare for topic tests or exams. These textbooks also act as a great reference for teachers 

regarding lesson planning, developing internal assessments or when preparing class activities to ensure alignment with exam level 

questions.  
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Notes 

Two topics are studied in this unit — one from Topics 1–5 and one from Topics 6–12. 

 

Schools choose one study of power from: 

• Topic 1: Ancient Egypt — New Kingdom Imperialism 

• Topic 2: Ancient Greece — the Persian Wars 

• Topic 3: Ancient Greece — the Peloponnesian War 

• Topic 4: Ancient Rome — the Punic Wars 

• Topic 5: Ancient Rome — Civil War and the breakdown of the Republic 

 

QCAA will nominate one topic that will be the basis for external assessment from: 

• Topic 6: Thutmose III 

• Topic 7: Rameses II 

• Topic 8: Themistokles 

• Topic 9: Alkibiades 

• Topic 10: Scipio Africanus 

• Topic 11: Julius Caesar 

• Topic 12: Augustus. 

 

Schools will be notified of the topic at least 12 months before the external assessment is implemented. 
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Unit 4 People, power and authority 
 

2023 – Topic 12: Augustus 
 

2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Source 1 in the stimulus book to explain two ways the poet-to-patron relationship 

benefited Augustus. [4 marks] 
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2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Analyse evidence from Source 2 in the stimulus book to explain three implicit meanings about Augustus as a 

military leader. [9 marks] 
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2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 3 and 4 in the stimulus book is useful and reliable for 

understanding Augustus’s relationship with the people of the Roman Empire. 

 

For each source, explain one judgment of usefulness and one judgment of reliability. [13 marks] 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Unit 4 People, power and authority – 2023 – Topic 12: Augustus 

Apex Exam Guide – 2025 Edition – Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Unit 4 People, power and authority – 2023 – Topic 12: Augustus 

Apex Exam Guide – 2025 Edition – Page 10 

2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 5–8 in the stimulus book to develop a historical argument in response to the 

statement: ‘For the truth was that Augustus had not restored the republic, but had achieved just the opposite’ 

(Source 5). 

 

Include an explanation of how evidence from two of these sources corroborates a point being made in your 

historical argument. [21 marks] 
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2023 – Marking Guide 

 

2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Source 1 in the stimulus book to explain two ways the poet-to-patron relationship 

benefited Augustus. [4 marks] 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response: The response: 

First benefit Second benefit 

  
 

 

 

2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Analyse evidence from Source 2 in the stimulus book to explain three implicit meanings about Augustus as a 

military leader. [9 marks] 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

The response The response The response 

Implicit meaning 1 Implicit meaning 2 Implicit meaning 3 

[3 marks] 

 

[3 marks] 

 

[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 

[2 marks] 

 

[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 

[1 mark] 

 

[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 

[0 marks] 

 

[0 marks] 

 
 

 

 

2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 3 and 4 in the stimulus book is useful and reliable for 

understanding Augustus’s relationship with the people of the Roman Empire. 

 

For each source, explain one judgment of usefulness and one judgment of reliability. [13 marks] 

 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response, for Source 3: The response, for Source 4 

Usefulness 

[2 marks] 

 

[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 

[1 mark] 

 

[0 marks] 

 

[0 marks] 
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Reliability 

[2 marks] 

 

[2 marks] 

 

[1 mark] 

 

[1 mark] 

 

[0 marks] 

 

[0 marks] 

 
 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 
 

Criterion: Creating and communicating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 
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2023 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 5–8 in the stimulus book to develop a historical argument in response to the 

statement: ‘For the truth was that Augustus had not restored the republic, but had achieved just the opposite’ 

(Source 5). 

 

Include an explanation of how evidence from two of these sources corroborates a point being made in your 

historical argument. [21 marks] 

 

Criterion: Synthesising 

The response: 

[5 marks] 

 
[4 marks] 

 
[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 
The response: 

[5 marks] 

 
[4 marks] 

 
[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 
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Criterion: Comprehending 

The response: 

[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 
The response: 

[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 
 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response: 

[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 

 
 

Criterion: Creating and communicating  

The response: 

[3 marks] 

 
[2 marks] 

 
[1 mark] 

 
[0 marks] 
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2022 – Topic 12: Augustus 
 

2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Sources 1 and 2 in the stimulus book to explain two ways Augustus consolidated his 

power. [8 marks] 
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2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

a) Analyse the evidence in Source 3 in the stimulus book to explain how Suetonius portrays Augustus. [4 

marks] 
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b) Evaluate the reliability of the account from Suetonius in Source 3 for understanding Augustus’s leadership 

of the empire. [3 marks] 
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2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 4 and 5 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful for 

determining whether Rome achieved peace and stability under Augustus. For each source, explain one 

judgment of reliability and one judgment of usefulness. [14 marks] 
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2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 6-9 in the stimulus book to develop a historical argument in response to the 

question: To what extent do these sources suggest self-promotion was the key to Augustus’s power? 

 

Include an explanation about how evidence from two of these sources corroborates a point being made in your 

argument. [21 marks] 
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2022 Marking Guide 

 

2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Sources 1 and 2 in the stimulus book to explain two ways Augustus consolidated his 

power. [8 marks] 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

The response The response The response 

[2 marks] 

• provides a plausible explanation 

of one way Augustus 

consolidated his power 

[2 marks] 

• provides a plausible explanation 

of a second way Augustus 

consolidated his power 

[2 marks] 

• uses appropriate evidence from 

both sources to support both 

explanations 

[1 mark] 

• makes a plausible statement 

about a way Augustus 

consolidated his power 

[1 mark] 

• makes a plausible statement 

about a second way Augustus 

consolidated his power 

[1 mark] 

• uses appropriate evidence from 

one source to support one 

explanation 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates appropriate use of terms in context 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates appropriate use of terms 

[0 marks] 

•does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
 

 

 

2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

a) Analyse the evidence in Source 3 in the stimulus book to explain how Suetonius portrays Augustus. [4 

marks] 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

The response 

[4 marks] 

• provides a discerning explanation of the way Augustus is portrayed by Suetonius, using well-chosen 

evidence from the source 

[3 marks] 

• provides an explanation of the way Augustus is portrayed by Suetonius, using evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• identifies a way Augustus is portrayed by Suetonius, referring to evidence from Source 3 

[1 mark] 

• refers to relevant evidence from the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

b) Evaluate the reliability of the account from Suetonius in Source 3 for understanding Augustus’s leadership 

of the empire. [3 marks] 

 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment about reliability, using well chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• makes a judgment about reliability, referring to relevant evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a statement about the reliability of Source 3 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 4 and 5 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful for 

determining whether Rome achieved peace and stability under Augustus. For each source, explain one 

judgment of reliability and one judgment of usefulness. [14 marks] 

 

 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response, for Source 4 The response, for Source 5 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment about usefulness, 

using well-chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment about usefulness, 

using well-chosen evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about usefulness, referring to 

relevant evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about usefulness, referring to 

relevant evidence from the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response, for Source 4 The response, for Source 5 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment about reliability, 

using well-chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment about reliability, 

using well-chosen evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about reliability, referring to 

relevant evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about reliability, referring to 

relevant evidence from the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• demonstrates an informed understanding of issues related to the question 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates a basic understanding of issues related to the question 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates a superficial understanding of issues related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Creating and communicating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
[ 
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2022 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 6-9 in the stimulus book to develop a historical argument in response to the 

question: To what extent do these sources suggest self-promotion was the key to Augustus’s power? 

 

Include an explanation about how evidence from two of these sources corroborates a point being made in your 

argument. [21 marks] 

 

Criterion: Synthesising 

The response 

[5 marks] 

• presents a sophisticated historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[4 marks] 

• presents a reasoned historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[3 marks] 

• presents a basic historical argument that responds to the question 

[2 marks] 

• presents a superficial argument about Augustus’s power 

[1 mark] 

• makes statements about Augustus 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[5 marks] 

• skilfully combines relevant evidence from all 4 sources to develop the historical argument 

[4 marks] 

• combines relevant evidence from all 4 sources to develop the historical argument 

[3 marks] 

• combines evidence from 3 sources to develop the historical argument 

[2 marks] 

• refers to relevant evidence from 2 sources 

[1 mark] 

• refers to evidence from 1 source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• demonstrates appropriate use of relevant terms, placed in historical context 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates appropriate use of terms, placed in historical context 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates use of historical terms 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• demonstrates an informed understanding of concepts associated with Augustus’s power 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates understanding of concepts associated with Augustus’s power 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates a superficial understanding of concepts associated with Augustus’s power 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy the descriptors above. 
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Criterion: Evaluating 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• explains how evidence from 2 sources corroborates a point being made in the argument 

[1 mark] 

• states that evidence from 2 sources corroborates a point being made in the argument 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Creating and communicating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2021 – Topic 12: Augustus 
 

2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Source 1 in the stimulus book to explain what Galinsky implies about Augustus and the 

constitution after 23 BCE. In your response, explain the powers of tribunicia potestas and imperium 

proconsulare maius granted to Augustus. [8 marks] 
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2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Compare how Cassius Dio in Source 2 and Tacitus in Source 3 in the stimulus book characterise the nature of 

Augustus’s rule. In your response, use evidence from both sources to explain two similarities and two 

differences in their accounts. [10 marks] 
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2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 4, 5 and 6 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful for 

assessing the validity of the statement: Augustus used religion to legitimise his power.  

 

For each source, explain one judgment of reliability and one judgment of usefulness. [19 marks] 
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2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 7, 8, 9 and 10 in the stimulus book to create a historical argument in 

response to the question: To what extent was the Roman army a problem for Augustus? [18 marks] 
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2021 Marking Guide 

 

2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Use evidence from Source 1 in the stimulus book to explain what Galinsky implies about Augustus and the 

constitution after 23 BCE. In your response, explain the powers of tribunicia potestas and imperium 

proconsulare maius granted to Augustus. [8 marks] 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

The response 

[4 marks] 

• explains a plausible implicit meaning about Augustus and the constitution, using wellchosen evidence 

from Source 1 

[3 marks] 

• describes a plausible implicit meaning about Augustus and the constitution, referring to evidence from 

Source 1 

[2 marks] 

• describes evidence from Source 1 about Augustus and the constitution 

[1 mark] 

• describes aspects of Augustus’s powers 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

Tribunicia potestas 

[2 marks] 

• explains the power/s associated with tribunicia potestas accurately to develop the response, using relevant 

evidence from Source 1 

[1 mark] 

• uses the term tribunicia potestas accurately, referring to evidence from Source 1 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

Imperium proconsulare maius 

[2 marks] 

• explains the power/s associated with imperium proconsulare maius accurately to develop the response, 

using relevant evidence from Source 1 

[1 mark] 

• uses the term imperium proconsulare maius accurately, referring to evidence from Source 1 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Compare how Cassius Dio in Source 2 and Tacitus in Source 3 in the stimulus book characterise the nature of 

Augustus’s rule. In your response, use evidence from both sources to explain two similarities and two 

differences in their accounts. [10 marks] 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

The response The response 

Similarity 1 Similarity 2 

[2 marks] 

• identifies a valid similarity related to the way 

Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 and 3 

• explains the similarity using well-chosen evidence 

from both sources 

[2 marks] 

• identifies a second valid similarity related to the 

way Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 

and 3 

• explains the similarity using well-chosen evidence 

from both sources 

[1 mark] 

• identifies a valid similarity related to the way 

Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 and 3  

• explains the similarity using evidence from Source 

2 or 3 

[1 mark] 

• identifies a second valid similarity related to the 

way Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 

and 3 

• explains the similarity using evidence from Source 

2 or 3 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

Difference 1 Difference 2 

[2 marks] 

• identifies a valid difference related to the way 

Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 and 3  

• explains the difference using well-chosen evidence 

from both sources 

[2 marks] 

• identifies a second valid difference related to the 

way Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 

and 3  

• explains the difference using well-chosen evidence 

from both sources 

[1 mark] 

• identifies a valid difference related to the way 

Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 and 3  

• explains the difference using evidence from 

Source 2 or 3 

[1 mark] 

• identifies a second valid difference related to the 

way Augustus’s rule is characterised in Sources 2 

and 3  

• explains the difference using evidence from 

Source 2 or 3 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• aptly uses relevant terms from the sources placed in historical context 

[1 mark] 

• uses relevant terms from the sources 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Sources 4, 5 and 6 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful for 

assessing the validity of the statement: Augustus used religion to legitimise his power.  

 

For each source, explain one judgment of reliability and one judgment of usefulness. [19 marks] 

 

 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response The response The response 

Horace (Source 4) – reliability Pliny (Source 5) – reliability Coin (Source 6) – reliability 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about reliability, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about reliability, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about reliability, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

reliability, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

reliability, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

reliability, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

Horace (Source 4) – usefulness Pliny (Source 5) – usefulness Coin (Source 6) – usefulness 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about usefulness, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about usefulness, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[2 marks] 

• explains a discerning judgment 

about usefulness, using well-

chosen evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

usefulness, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

usefulness, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a judgment about 

usefulness, referring to relevant 

evidence from the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the 

descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Evaluating 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• explains how evidence from 2 sources corroborates 

[1 mark] 

• states that evidence from 2 sources corroborates 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates an informed understanding of the relationship between concepts of religion and power in the 

context of the question and sources 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates a basic understanding of the relationship between concepts of religion and power in the 

context of the question and sources 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 4 People, power and authority – 2021 – Topic 12: Augustus 

Apex Exam Guide – 2025 Edition – Page 45 

 

Criterion: Creating and communicating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

 

 

2021 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 7, 8, 9 and 10 in the stimulus book to create a historical argument in 

response to the question: To what extent was the Roman army a problem for Augustus? [18 marks] 

 

Criterion: Synthesising 

The response 

For the overall historical argument 

[5 marks] 

• presents a sophisticated historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[4 marks] 

• presents a reasoned historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[3 marks] 

• presents a basic historical argument that relates to the question 

[2 marks] 

• presents a superficial argument about the Roman army under Augustus 

[1 mark] 

• makes statements about the Roman army 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above 

When synthesising evidence from sources 

[6 marks] 

• skilfully combines relevant evidence from all 4 sources to develop the historical argument 

[5 marks] 

• skilfully combines relevant evidence from 3 sources to develop the historical argument  

• includes relevant evidence from a fourth source 

[4 marks] 

• combines relevant evidence from all 4 sources to develop the historical argument 

[3 marks] 

• combines relevant evidence from 3 sources to develop the historical argument 

[2 marks] 

• combines evidence about Augustus and the Roman army from 2 sources 

[1 mark] 

• refers to evidence about Augustus or the Roman army from 1 source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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Criterion: Comprehending 

The response 

[4 marks] 

• demonstrates an informed understanding of concept/s or issue/s related to the question • aptly uses 

relevant terms from the sources placed in historical context 

[3 marks] 

• demonstrates a basic understanding of concept/s or issue/s related to the question  

• uses relevant terms from the sources 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates a superficial understanding of concept/s or issue/s related to the question  

• uses relevant terms from the sources 

[1 mark] 

• uses relevant terms from the sources 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

Criterion: Creating and communicating 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2020 – Topic 12: Augustus 
 

 

2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Explain Cicero’s motive for delivering the speech in Source 1 in the stimulus book by analysing his 

descriptions of Augustus and Mark Antony. Support your response with two examples for each historical 

figure described. [8 marks] 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

a) Use evidence from Source 2 in the stimulus book to define the terms potestas and auctoritas and explain 

two ways these are different forms of power. [5 marks] 
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b) Explain two things Augustus may imply about himself when he refers to his potestas and auctoritas in 

Source 3 in the stimulus book. [6 marks] 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Source 4 and Source 5 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful 

for assessing the achievements of Augustus. For each source, include two considerations for usefulness and 

two considerations for reliability to support your judgments. [16 marks] 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 6, 7 and 8 in the stimulus book to create a historical argument in response to 

the question: To what extent was the Senate important to Augustus’s power? [19 marks] 
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2020 Marking Guide 

 

2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 1 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Explain Cicero’s motive for delivering the speech in Source 1 in the stimulus book by analysing his 

descriptions of Augustus and Mark Antony. Support your response with two examples for each historical 

figure described. [8 marks] 

 

The response 

[6 marks] 

• provides a plausible explanation of Cicero’s motive  

• explains 2 ways Augustus is described, using well-chosen evidence from Source 1  

• explains 2 ways Antony is described, using well-chosen evidence from Source 1 

[5 marks] 

• provides a plausible explanation of Cicero’s motive 

• explains 2 ways Augustus is described, using well-chosen evidence from Source 1  

• explains 2 ways Antony is described, using some evidence from Source 1 

OR  

• provides a plausible explanation of Cicero’s motive  

• explains 2 ways Augustus is described, using some evidence from Source 1  

• explains 2 ways Antony is described, using well-chosen evidence from Source 1 

[4 marks] 

• identifies a plausible motive for Cicero’s speech  

• explains 2 ways Augustus is described, using some evidence from Source 1  

• explains 2 ways Antony is described, using some evidence from Source 1 

[3 marks] 

• makes a statement about Cicero’s motive  

• explains 1 way Augustus is described, using some evidence from Source 1  

• explains 1 way Antony is described, using some evidence from Source 1 

[2 marks] 

• explains a possible motive for Cicero’s speech 

OR  

• identifies 1 way Augustus is described, using some evidence from Source 1 

• identifies 1 way Antony is described, using some evidence from Source 1 

[1 mark] 

• states a possible motive for Cicero’s speech 

OR  

• identifies 1 way Augustus or Antony is described 

OR  

• cites relevant evidence about Augustus or Antony from Source 1 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates an informed understanding of historical context of the speech 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates a basic understanding of historical context of the speech 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 2 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

a) Use evidence from Source 2 in the stimulus book to define the terms potestas and auctoritas and explain 

two ways these are different forms of power. [5 marks] 

 

The response 

[5 marks] 

• accurately defines potestas using evidence from Source 2  

• accurately defines auctoritas using evidence from Source 2 

• explains 2 points of difference between potestas and auctoritas 

[4 marks] 

• accurately defines potestas using evidence from Source 2  

• accurately defines auctoritas using evidence from Source 2  

• explains 1 difference between potestas and auctoritas 

[3 marks] 

• describes an aspect of potestas that aligns with evidence from Source 2 

• describes an aspect of auctoritas that aligns with evidence from Source 2 

[2 marks] 

• describes an aspect of potestas that aligns with evidence from Source 2 

OR 

• describes an aspect of auctoritas that aligns with evidence from Source 2 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates rudimentary understanding of potestas or auctoritas 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

b) Explain two things Augustus may imply about himself when he refers to his potestas and auctoritas in 

Source 3 in the stimulus book. [6 marks] 

 

The response 

[6 marks] 

• explains, with discernment, 2 plausible implicit meanings related to potestas and auctoritas 

[5 marks] 

• explains, with discernment, 1 plausible implicit meaning related to potestas 

• explains 1 plausible implicit meaning related to auctoritas 

OR 

• explains, with discernment, 1 plausible implicit meaning related to auctoritas 

• explains 1 plausible implicit meaning related to potestas 

[4 marks] 

• explains 2 plausible implicit meanings related to potestas and auctoritas 

OR 

• explains, with discernment, 2 plausible implicit meanings related to potestas or auctoritas 

[3 marks] 

• explains 1 plausible implicit meaning related to potestas 

• makes a statement related to auctoritas 

OR 

• explains 1 plausible implicit meaning related to auctoritas 

• makes a statement related to potestas 

[2 marks] 

• makes statements about potestas and auctoritas 

OR 

• cites evidence from Source 3 about potestas and auctoritas 

[1 mark] 

• makes a statement about potestas or auctoritas 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 3 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Evaluate the extent to which evidence from Source 4 and Source 5 in the stimulus book is reliable and useful 

for assessing the achievements of Augustus. For each source, include two considerations for usefulness and 

two considerations for reliability to support your judgments. [16 marks] 

 

The response The response 

Julian (Source 4) — reliability Horace (Source 5) — reliability 

[3 marks] 

• makes a discerning judgment about reliability by 

explaining 2 considerations about the source 

[3 marks] 

• makes a discerning judgment about reliability by 

explaining 2 considerations about the source 

[2 marks] 

• makes a plausible judgment about reliability by 

identifying 2 considerations about the source 

[2 marks] 

• makes a plausible judgment about reliability by 

identifying 2 considerations about the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a statement about reliability, referring to 1 

consideration about the source 

[1 mark] 

• makes a statement about reliability, referring to 1 

consideration about the source 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
 

Julian (Source 4) — usefulness Horace (Source 5) — usefulness 

[3 marks] 

• makes a discerning judgment about the extent to 

which the source is useful by explaining 2 

considerations about the source 

[3 marks] 

• makes a discerning judgment about the extent to 

which the source is useful by explaining 2 

considerations about the source 

[2 marks] 

• makes a judgment about usefulness by identifying 

2 considerations about the source 

[2 marks] 

• makes a judgment about usefulness by identifying 

2 considerations about the source 

[1 mark] 

• states 1 way evidence from the source is useful 

[1 mark] 

• states 1 way evidence from the source is useful 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

 

The response 

[1 mark] 

• explains 1 way Source 4 and Source 5 corroborate (or do not corroborate) 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
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2020 

Paper 1 

Section 1 

Question 4 

 

Topic 12: 

Augustus 

Synthesise evidence from Sources 6, 7 and 8 in the stimulus book to create a historical argument in response 

to the question: To what extent was the Senate important to Augustus’s power? [19 marks] 

 

The response 

[5 marks] 

• presents a sophisticated historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[4 marks] 

• presents a reasoned historical argument that responds directly to the question 

[3 marks] 

• presents a basic historical argument that responds to the question 

[2 marks] 

• presents a superficial argument about Augustus’s rule 

[1 mark] 

• makes statements about Augustus or the Senate 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[6 marks] 

• skilfully combines relevant evidence from the 3 sources to develop the historical argument 

[5 marks] 

• skilfully combines relevant evidence from 2 sources to develop the historical argument 

• includes evidence from a third source that may not be connected to the argument 

[4 marks] 

• combines relevant evidence from the 3 sources to develop the historical argument 

[3 marks] 

• combines evidence from 2 of the sources to develop the historical argument 

[2 marks] 

• refers to relevant evidence from 2 of the sources 

[1 mark] 

• refers to evidence from 1 of the sources 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates accurate and apt use of relevant terms placed in historical context 

[1 mark] 

• uses relevant terms 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• demonstrates informed understanding of the relationship between the republican institution of the Senate 

and the power and authority of Augustus 

[2 marks] 

• demonstrates basic understanding of the relationship between the republican institute of the Senate and the 

power of Augustus 

[1 mark] 

• demonstrates a basic understanding of issues of power 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 

The response 

[3 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s purposefully to succinctly and fluently convey ideas relating to the question, 

acknowledging sources used 

[2 marks] 

• organises paragraph/s to convey ideas relating to the question, acknowledging sources used 

[1 mark] 

• conveys ideas related to the question 

[0 marks] 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 
 

 

 


